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L  1    of  the  depths  nf  his  mature  wisdom  Carlyle  wrote, 

History   is   tlie  essence   of   innumerable   l)iographies." 

iieheving"  this  to  be  the  fact,  tliere  is  no  necessity  nf  ad- 

\  UKuig  any  further  reason  for  the  conijjihition  of  sucli  a 

woik  as  this,  if  rehalile  history  is  to  lie  the  ultimate 

hiect. 

The  section  ot  Miss  uri  comprised  within  the  limits  of  this  volume  has 
sustained  within  its  confines  men  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  history  of 
the  State,  and  even  the  nation,  for  half  a  century.  The  annals  teem  with  the 
records  of  strong  and  noble  manhootl,  and,  as  Sumner  has  said,  "the  true  grand- 
eur of  nations  is  in  those  i|ualities  which  constitute  the  greatness  of  the  indix'id- 
ual."  The  final  causes  which  shape  the  fortunes  of  individuals  and  the  destinies 
of  States  are  often  the  same.  They  are  usually  remote  and  obscure,  and  their 
inrtuence  scarcely  jierceived  until  manifestly  declared  by  results.  That  nation 
is  the  greatest  which  ])r(Mhices  the  greatest  and  most  manly  men  and  faithful 
women;  and  the  intrinsic  safetx-  of  a  community  depends  not  so  much  upon 
methods  as  upon  that  true  and  normal  (le\elopment  from  the  deep  resources  of 
which  proceeds  all  that  is  precious  and  permanent  in  life.  But  such  a  result 
may  not  conscioush-  be  cimtemplated  liv  the  actors  in  the  great  social  drama. 
Pursuing  each  bis  jiersonal  good  by  exalted  means,  they  work  out  as  a  logical 
result. 

The  elements  of  success  in  life  consist  in  lioth  innate  capacity  and  deter- 
mination to  excel.  \\'here  either  is  wanting,  failure  is  almost  certain  in  the 
outcome.  The  study  of  a  successful  life,  therefore,  serves  both  as  a  source  of 
information  and  as  a  stimulus  and  encouragement  to  those  who  have  the 
capacity.  As  an  important  lesson  in  this  connection  we  may  appropriately  quote 
Longfellow,  who  said  :  "We  judge  ourselves  by  what  we  feel  capal)le  of  doiil^, 
while  we  judge  others  by  what  they  have  already  done."  A  faithful  personal 
history  is  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  observation. 


16  PREFACE. 

In  this  biograpliical  history  tlie  editorial  staff,  as  well  as  the  piiljlishers, 
have  fully  realized  the  mag-nitude  of  the  task.  In  the  collection  of  the  material 
there  has  been  a  constant  aim  to  discriminate  carefully  in  regard  to  the  selec- 
tion of  subjects.  Those  who  have  been  prominent  factors  in  the  public,  social 
and  industrial  de\elopment  of  the  counties  have  been  given  due  recognition 
as  far  as  has  beer,  possible  to  secure  the  re(|uisite  data.  Names  worthy  of 
perpetuation  here,  it  is  true,  have  in  several  instances  been  omitted,  either  on 
account  of  the  ajiatby  of  those  concerned  i>r  the  inabilit}-  nf  the  compilers  to 
secure  the  information  necessary  f(jr  a  symmetrical  sketch,  but  even  more  pains 
have  been  taken  to  secure  accuracy  than  were  promised  in  the  prospectus. 
Works  of  thi.s  nature,  therefore,  are  more  reliable  and  comjjlete  than  are  the 

"standard"  histories  of  a  country. 

THE  PUBLLSHERS. 
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yi  ^^  |EORGE  WASHINGTOX, 
^1  t^  -^  I  the  first  prisident  of  the  Unit- 
fll  ^^"  I  ed  States,  called  the  "Father 
^/|WMvjii^^*f  of  his  Country,"  was  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  characters 


^fst  in  history.      He  was  born  Feb- 

*  ruary   22,     1732,    in  Washing- 

ton Parish,  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia. 
His  father,  Augustine  Washington,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bcre  him  four 
children,  and  March  6,  1730,  he  married 
Mary  Ball.  Of  six  children  by  his  second 
marriage,  George  was  the  eldest. 

Little  is  known  of  the  early  years  of 
Washington,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  house 
in  which  he  was  born  was  burned  during  his 
early  childhood,  and  that  his  father  there- 
upon moved  to  another  farm,  inherited  from 
his  paternal  ancestors,  situated  in  Stafford 
county,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  died  there  in  1743.  From  earliest 
childhood  George  developed  a  noble  charac- 
ter. His  education  was  somewhat  defective, 
being  confined  to  the  elementary  branches 
taught  him  by  his  mother  and  at  a  neighbor- 
ing school.  On  leaving  school  he  resided 
some  time  at   Mount   Vernon   with   his  half 


brother,  Lawrence,  who  acted  as  his  guar 
dian.  George's  inclinations  were  for  a  sea- 
faring career,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant 
was  procured  for  him;  but  through  the  oppo- 
sition of  his  mother  the  project  was  aban- 
doned, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
appointed  surveyor  to  the  immense  estates 
of  the  eccentric  Lord  Fairfa.x.  Three  years 
were  passed  by  Washington  in  a  rough  fron- 
tier life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards 
proved  very  esie'itial  to  him.  In  175 1, 
when  the  Virginia  militia  were  put  under 
training  with  a  view  to  active  service  against 
France,  Washington,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  was  appointed  adjutant,  with 
the  rank  of  major.  In  1752  Lawrence 
Washington  died,  leaving  his  large  property 
to  an  infant  daughter.  In  his  will  George 
was  named  one  of  the  executors  and  as  an 
eventual  heir  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  by  the 
death  of  the  infant  niece,  soon  succeeded  to 
that  estate.  Iti  1753  George  was  commis- 
sioned adjutant-general  of  the  Virginia 
militia,  and  performed  important  work  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  was  rapidly  promoted,  and  at  the  close  of 
that  war  we  find  him  commander-i»i-chief  of 
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all  the  forces  raised  in  Vir;^iiiia.  A  cessation 
of  Indian  hostilities  on  the  frontier  having 
followed  the  expulsion  of  the  I-^rench  from 
the  Ohio,  he  resigned  his  commission  as 
coinmander-in-chief  of  the  Virginia  forces, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Williamsburg  to  take 
his  seat  in  the  Virginia  Assembly,  of  which 
he  had  been  elected  a  member. 

January  17.  1759,  Washington  married 
Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Curtis,  a  young 
and  beautiful  widow  of  great  wealth,  and 
devoted  himself  for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years 
to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture,  inter- 
rupted only  by  the  annual  attendance  in 
winter  upon  the  colonial  legislature  at 
AVilliamsburg,  until  sunnnoned  by  his  coun- 
try to  enter  upon  that  other  arena  in  which 
liis  fame  was  to  become  world-wide.  The 
war  for  independence  called  Washington 
into  service  again,  and  he  was  made  com- 
mander-in-cl.ii  f  of  the  colonial  forces,  and 
\\  as  the  most  gallant  and  conspicuous  figure 
in  that  bloody  struggle,  serving  until  Eng- 
land acknowledged  the  independence  of 
each  of  the  thirteen  States,  and  negotiated 
with  them  jointly,  as  separate  sovereignties. 
December  4,  1783,  the  great  commander 
took  leave  of  his  officers  in  most  affection- 
ate and  patriotic  terms,  and  went  to  An- 
napolis, Maryland,  where  the  congress  of 
the  States  was  in  session,  and  to  that  body, 
when  peace  and  order  prevailed  everywhere, 
resigned  his  commission  and  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  in  1789  that  Washington  was 
called  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  na- 
tion. The  inauguration  took  place  April 
30,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  multi- 
tude which  had  assembled  to  witness  the  new 
and  imposing  ceremony.  In  the  manifold  de- 
tails of  his  civil  administration  Washington 
proved  himself  fully  equal  to  the  requirements 
of  his  position.      In  1792,  at  the  second  presi- 


dential election,  Washington  was  desirous 
to  retire;  but  he  yielded  to  the  general  wish 
(if  the  country,  and  was  again  chosen  presi- 
(k'lit.  At  the  third  election,  in  1796,  he 
was  again  most  urgently  entreated  to  con- 
sent to  remain  in  the  executive  chair.  This 
he  positively  refused,  and  after  March  4, 
1797,  he  again  retired  to  Mount  Vernon 
for  peace,  quiet,  and  repose. 

Of  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 
chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Ver- 
non and  take  command  of  all  the  United 
States  forces,  with  rank  of  lieutenant-gen- 
eral, when  war  was  threatened  with  France 
in  1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  ex- 
cept to  note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable 
testimonial  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  still  held  by  his  countr^'men  of  all 
shades  of  political  opinion.  He  patriotic- 
ally accepted  this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of 
peace  put  a  stop  to  all  action  under  it.  He 
again  retired  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  he 
died  December  14,  1799,  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  depos- 
ited in  a  family  vault  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  they  still 
lie  entombed. 

BEXJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  an  eminent 
American  statesman  and  scientist,  was 
born  of  poor  parentage,  January  17,  1706, 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  was  appren- 
ticed to  his  brother  James  to  learn  the  print- 
er's trade  to  prevent  his  running  away  and 
going  to  sea,  and  also  because  of  the  numer- 
ous family  his  parents  had  to  support  (there 
being  seventeen  children,  Benjamin  being 
the  fifteenth)^  He  was  a  great  reader,  and 
soon  developed  a  taste  for  writing,  and  pre- 
pared a  number  of  articles  and  had  them 
published  in  the  paper  without  his  brother  s 
knowledge,  and  when  the  authorship  be- 
came known  it  resulted  in  difficulty  for  tue 
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young  apprentice,  although  his  articles  had 
been  received  with  favor  by  the  public. 
James  was  afterwards  thrown  into  prison  for 
political  reasons,  and  young  Benjamin  con- 
ducted the  paper  alone  during  the  time.  In 
1823,  however,  he  determined  to  endure  his 
bonds  no  longer,  and  ran  away,  going  to 
Philadelphia,  vv'here  he  arrived  with  only 
three  pence  as  his  store  of  wealth.  With 
these  he  purchased  three  rolls,  and  ate  them 
as  he  walked  along  the  streets.  He  soon 
found  employment  as  a  journeyman  printer. 
Two  years  later  he  was  sent  to  England  by 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
promised  the  public  printing,  but  did  not  get 
it.  On  his  return  to  Philadelphia  he  estab- 
lished the  "Pennsylvania  Gazette,"  and 
soon  found  himself  a  person  of  great  popu- 
larity in  the  province,  his  ability  as  a  writer, 
philosopher,  and  politician  having  reached 
the  neighboring  colonies.  He  rapidly  grew 
in  prominence,  founded  the  Philadelphia  Li- 
brary in  1842,  and  two  years  later  the 
American  Philosophical  Society  and  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  made 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London  in 
1775.  His  world-famous  investigations  in 
electricity  and  lightning  began  in  1746.  He 
became  postmaster-general  of  the  colonies 
in  1753,  having  devised  an  inter-colonial 
postal  system.  He  advocated  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  at  all  times,  and  procured  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  1766.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Continental  congress  of  1775, 
and  in  1776  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  being  one  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  draft  that  paper.  He  rep- 
resented the  new  nation  in  the  courts  of 
Europe,  especially  at  Paris,  where  his  simple 
dignity  and  homely  wisdom  won  him  the 
admiration  of  the  court  and  the  favor  of  the 
people.  He  was  governor  of  Pennsylvania 
lour  years;  was  also  a  member  of   the  con- 


vention in  1787  that  drafted  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

His  writings  upon  political  topics,  anti- 
slavery,  finance,  and  economics,  stamp  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  his  time, 
while  his  "Autobiography"  and  "Poor 
Richard's  Almanac  "  give  him  precedence  in 
the  literary  field.  In  early  life  he  was  an 
avowed  skeptic  in  religious  matters,  but 
later  in  life  his  utterances  on  this  subject 
were  less  extreme,  though  he  never  ex- 
pressed approval  of  any  sect  or  creed.  He 
died  in  Philadelphia  April  17,  1790. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER.— Of  world  wide 
reputation  for  statesmanship,  diplo- 
macy, and  oratory,  there  is  perhaps  no  more 
prominent  figure  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try in  the  interval  between  181 5  and  1861, 
than  Daniel  Webster.  He  was  born  at 
Salisbury  (now  Franklin),  New  Hampshire, 
January  18,  1782,  and  was  the  second  son 
of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  (Eastman)  Webster. 
He  enjoyed  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages in  childhood,  but  spent  a  few  months 
in  1797,  at  Phillip  Exeter  Academy.  He 
completed  his  preparation  for  college  in  the 
family  of  Rev.  Samuel  Wood,  at  Boscawen, 
and  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  the  fall 
of  1797.  He  supported  himself  most  of  the 
time  during  these  years  by  teaching  school 
and  graduated  in  1801,  having  the  credit  of 
being  the  foremost  scholar  of  his  class.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  at  Salisbury.  In  1S02  he  con- 
tinued his  legal  studies  at  Fryeburg,  Maine, 
where  he  was  principal  of  the  academy  and 
copyist  in  tthe  office  of  the  register  of 
deeds.  In  the  office  of  Christopher  Gore, 
at  Boston,  he  completed  his  studies  in 
1804-5,  ^"d  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
latter  year,  and  at  Boscawen  and  at  Ports- 
mouth soon  rose  to  eminence  in    his  profes- 
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sion.  He  became  known  as  a  federalist 
but  did  not  court  political  honors;  but,  at- 
tracting attention  by  his  eloquence  in  oppos- 
ing the  war  with  England,  he  was  elected 
to  congress  in  i8i2.  During  the  special 
session  of  May,  1813,  he  was  appointed  on 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  and  made 
his  maiden  speech  June  10,  181 3.  Through- 
out this  session  (as  afterwards)  he  showed 
his  mastery  of  the  great  economic  questions 
of  the  day.  He  was  re-elected  in  18 14.  In 
1 8 16  he  removed  to  Boston  and  for  seven 
years  devoted  himself  to  his  profession, 
earning  by  his  arguments  in  the  celebrated 
"Dartmouth  College  Case"  rank  among 
the  most  distinguished  jurists  of  the  country. 
In  1820  Mr.  Webster  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  state  convention  of  Massachusetts,  to 
revise  the  constitution.  The  same  jear  he 
delivered  the  famous  discourse  on  the  "  Pil- 
grim fathers,"  which  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  fame  as  an  orator.  Declining  a  nomi- 
nation for  United  States  senator,  in  1822  he 
was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  congress 
and  was  re-elected  in  1824  and  1826,  but  in 
1827  was  transferred  to  the  senate.  He 
retained  his  seat  in  the  latter  chamber  until 
1 841.  During  this  time  his  voice  was  ever 
lifted  in  defence  of  the  national  life  and 
honor  and  although  politically  opposed  to 
him  he  gave  his  support  to  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Jackson  in  the  latter's  con- 
test with  nullification.  Through  all  these 
3'ears  he  was  ever  found  upon  the  side  of 
right  and  justice  and  his  speeches  upon  all 
the  great  questions  of  the  day  have  be- 
come household  words  in  almost  every 
family.  In  1841  Mr.  Webster  was  appointed 
secretary  of  state  by  President  Harrison 
and  was  continued  in  the  same  office  by 
President  Tyler.  While  an  incumbent  of 
this  office  he  showed  consummate  ability  as 
a  diplomat  in  the  negotiation  of  the  "Ash- 


burton  treaty  "  of  August  9,  1849,  which 
settled  many  points  of  dispute  between  the 
United  States  and  England.  In  May,  1843, 
he  resigned  his  post  and  resumed  his  pro- 
fession, and  in  December,  1845,  took  his 
place  again  in  the  senate.  He  contributed 
in  an  unofficial  way  to  the  solution  of  the 
Oregon  question  with  Great  Britain  in  1847. 
He  was  disappointed  in  1848  in  not  receiv- 
ing the  nomination  for  the  presidency.  He 
became  secretary  of  state  under  President 
Fillmore  in  1850  and  in  dealing  with  all  the 
complicated  questions  of  the  day  showed  a 
wonderful  mastery  of  the  arts  of  diplomacy. 
Being  hurt  in  an  accident  he  retired  to  his 
home  at  Marshfield,  where  he  died  Octo- 
ber 24,  1852. 

HORACE  GREELEY. —As  journalist, 
author,  statesman  and  political  leader, 
there  is  none  more  widely  known  than  the 
man  whose  name  heads  this  article.  He 
was  born  in  Amherst,  New  Hampshire,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  181 1,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm. 
At  an  early  age  he  evinced  a  remarkable 
intelligence  and  love  of  learning,  and  at 
the  age  of  ten  had  read  every  book  he  could 
borrow  for  miles  around.  About  1821  the 
family  removed  to  Westhaven,  Vermont, 
and  for  some  years  young  Greeley  assisted 
in  carrying  on  the  farm.  In  1826  he  entered 
the  office  of  a  weekly  newspaper  at  East 
Poultney,  Vermont,  where  he  remained 
about  four  years.  On  the  discontinuance 
of  this  paper  he  followed  his  father's 
family  to  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
whither  they  had  moved,  and  for  a  time 
worked  at  the  pr-inter's  trade  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. In  183 1  Horace  went  to  New 
York  City,  and  for  a  time  found  employ- 
ment as  journej'man  printer.  Januarj', 
1833,  in  partnership  with  Francis  Story,  he 
published  the  Morning  Post,  the  first  penny 
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paper  ever  printed.  This  proved  a  failure 
and  was  discontinued  after  three  weeks. 
The  business  of  job  printing  was  carried  on, 
however,  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Story  in 
July  following.  In  company  with  Jonas 
Winchester,  March  22,  1834,  Mr.  Greeley 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  Nczv 
Yorker,  a  weekly  paper  of  a  high  character. 
For  financial  reasons,  at  the  same  time, 
Greeley  wrote  leaders  for  other  papers,  and, 
in  1838,  took  editorial  charge  of  the  Jcffcr- 
sonian,  a  Whig  paper  published  at  Albany. 
In  1840,  on  the  discontinuance  of  that  sheet, 
he  devoted  his  energies  to  the  Log  Cabin,  a 
campaign  paper  in  the  interests  of  the  Whig 
party.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the  latter  paper 
was  consolidated  with  the  New  Yorker,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Tribune,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  was  issued  April  10,  1 84 1.  At 
the  head  of  this  paper  Mr.  Greeley  remained 
until  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  1848  Horace  Greeley  was  elected  to 
the  national  house  of  representatives  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
body  until  March  4,  1849.  In  1851  he  went 
to  Europe  and  served  as  a  juror  at  the 
World's  Fair  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  Lon- 
don. In  1855,  he  made  a  second  visit  to 
the  old  world.  In  1859  he  crossed  the 
plains  and  received  a  public  reception  at 
San  Francisco  and  Sacramento.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Republican  national  con- 
vention, at  Chicago  in  i860,  and  assisted  in 
the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
President.  The  same  year  he  was  a  presi- 
dential elector  for  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  Loyalist  convention 
at  Philadelphia. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1865,  Mr. 
Greeley  became  a  strong  advocate  of  uni- 
versal amnesty  and  complete  pacification, 
and  in  pursuance  of  this  consented  to  be- 
come one    of  the    bondsmen   for   Jefferson 


Davis,  who  was  imprisoned  for  treason.  In 
1867  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  New  York 
state  convention  for  the  revision  of  the 
constitution.  In  1870  he  was  defeated  for 
congress  in  the  Sixth  New  York  district. 
At  the  Liberal  convention,  which  met  in 
Cincinnati,  in  May,  1872,  on  the  fifth  ballot 
Horace  Greeley  was  nominated  for  presi- 
dent and  July  following  was  nominated  for 
the  same  office  by  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore.  He  was  defeated  by  a 
large  majority.  The  large  amount  of  work 
done  by  him  during  the  campaign,  together 
with  the  loss  of  his  wife  about  the  same 
time,  undermined  his  strong  constitution, 
and  he  was  seized  with  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  and  died  November  29,  1872. 

In  addition  to  his  journalistic  work,  Mr. 
Greeley  was  the  author  of  several  meritori- 
ous works,  among  which  were:  "Hint? 
toward  reform,"  "Glances  at  Europe," 
"  History  of  the  struggle  for  slavery  exten 
sion,"  "Overland  journey  to  San  Francis- 
co," "The  American  conflict,"  and  "  Rec- 
ollections of  a  busy  life." 


HENRY  CLAY.— In  writing  of  this  em- 
inent American,  Horace  Greeley  once 
said:  "He  was  a  matchless  party  chief,  an 
admirable  orator,  a  skillful  legislator,  wield- 
ing unequaled  influence,  not  only  over  his 
friends,  but  even  over  those  of  his  political 
antagonists  who  were  subjected  to  the  magic 
of  his  conversation  and  manners.  "  A  law- 
yer, legislator,  orator,  and  statesman,  few 
men  in  history  have  wielded  greater  influ- 
ence, or  occupied  so  prominent  a  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  generation  in  which  they 
lived. 

Henry  Clay  was  born  near  Richmond, 
in  Hanover  county,  Virginia,  April  12, 
1777,  the  son  of  a  poor  Baptist  preacher 
who  died  when   Henry  was   but   five   years 
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old.  The  mother  married  again  about  ten 
years  later  and  removed  to  Kentucky  leav- 
ing Henry  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Richmond. 
Soon  afterward  Henry  Clay  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  copyist  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  and  four  years  later 
entered  the  law  office  of  Robert  Brooke, 
then  attorney  general  and  later  governor  of 
his  native  state.  In  1797  Henry  Clay  was 
licensed  as  a  lawyer  and  followed  his  mother 
to  Kentucky,  opening  an  office  at  Lexington 
and  soon  built  up  a  profitable  practice. 
Soon  afterward  Kentucky,  in  separating  from 
Virginia,  called  a  state  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a  constitution,  and  Clay 
at  that  time  took  a  prominent  part,  publicly 
urging  the  adoption  of  a  clause  providing 
for  the  abolitior:  of  slavery,  but  in  this  he 
was  overruled,  as  he  was  fifty  years  later, 
when  in  the  height  of  his  fame  he  again  ad- 
vised the  same  course  when  the  state  con- 
stitution was  revised  in  1850.  Young  Clay 
took  a  very  active  and  conspicuous  part  in 
the  presidential  campaign  in  1  800,  favoring 
the  election  of  Jefierson;  and  in  1803  was 
chosen  to  represent  Fayette  county  in  the 
state  'egislature.  In  1806  General  John 
Adair,  then  United  States  senator  from 
Kentucky,  resigned  and  Henry  Clay  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  the  legislature 
and  served  through  one  session  in  which  he 
at  once  assumed  a  prominent  place.  In 
1807  he  was  again  a  representative  in  the 
legislature  and  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house.  At  this  time  originated  his  trouble 
with  Humphrey  Marshall.  Clay  proposed 
that  each  member  clothe  himself  and  family 
wholly  in  American  fabrics,  which  Marshall 
characterized  as  the  "  language  of  a  dema- 
gogue." This  led  to  a  duel  in  which  both 
parties  were  slightly  injured.  In  1809 
Henry  Clay  was  again  elected  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy in  the  United  States   senate,  and  two 


years  later  elected  representative  intne  low- 
er house  of  congress,  being  chosen  speaker 
of  the  house.  About  this  time  war  was  de- 
clared against  Great  Britain,  and  Clay  took 
a  prominent  public  place  during  this  strug- 
gle and  was  later  one  of  the  commissioners 
sent  to  Europe  by  President  Madison  to  ne- 
gotiate peace,  returning  in  September,  181 5, 
having  been  re-elected  speaker  of  the 
house  during  his  absence,  and  was  re-elect- 
ed unanimously.  He  was  afterward  re- 
elected to  congress  and  then  became  secre- 
tary of  state  undvjr  John  Quincy  Adams. 
In  1 83 1  he  was  again  elected  senator  from 
Kentucky  and  remained  in  the  senate  most 
of  the  time  until  his  death. 

Henry  Clay  was  three  times  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency,  and  once  very  nearly 
elected.  He  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  Whig  party  in  1844  for  the  presidency, 
and  a  great  effort  was  made  to  elect  him 
but  without  success,  his  opponent,  James  K. 
Polk,  carrying  both  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  by  a  very  slender  margin,  while  either 
of  them  alone  would  have  elected  Clay. 
Henry  Clay  died  at  Washington  Juije  29, 
1852. 

JAMES  GILLESPIE  BLAINE  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  American 
statesmen  and  legislators.  He  was  born 
January  31,  1830,  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  received  a  thorough  edu- 
cation, graduating  at  Washington  College  in 
1847.  In  early  life  he  removed  to  Maine 
and  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  becoming 
editor  of  the  Portland  '  'Advertiser. "  While 
yet  a  young  man  tie  gained  distinction  as  a 
debater  and  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
political  and  public  affairs.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  to  congress  on  the  Republican  ticket 
in  Maine  and  was  re-elected  five  times.  In 
March,  1 869,  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
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house  of  representatives  and  was  re-elected 
in  1871  and  again  in  1873.  In  1876  he  was 
a  representative  in  the  lower  house  of  con- 
gress and  during  that  year  was  appointed 
United  States  senator  by  the  Governor  to 
fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Senator  Morrill,  who  had  been  appointed 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Blaine 
served  in  the  senate  until  March  5,  188 1, 
when  President  Garfield  appointed  him  sec- 
retary of  state,  which  position  he  resigned 
in  December,  1881.  Mr.  Blaine  was  nom- 
inated for  the  presidency  by  the  Republic- 
ans, at  Chicago  in  June,  1884,  but  was  de- 
feated by  Grover  Cleveland  after  an  exciting 
and  spirited  campaign.  During  the  later 
years  of  his  life  Mr.  Blaine  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  the  completion  of  his  work 
"Twenty  Years  in  Congress,"  which  had  a 
remarkably  large  sale  throughout  the  United 
States.  Blaine  was  a  man  of  great  mental 
ability  and  force  of  character  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  men  of  his  time.  He  was  the  origina- 
tor of  what  is  termed  the  "  reciprocity  idea" 
in  tariff  matters,  and  outlined  the  plan  of 
carrying  it  into  practical  effect.  In  1876 
Robert  G.  Ingersoll  in  making  a  nominating 
speech  placing  Blaine's  name  as  a  candidate 
for  president  before  the  national  Republican 
convention  at  Cincinnati,  referred  to  Blaine 
as  the  "  Plumed  Knight  "  and  this  title  clung 
to  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  at  Washington,  January  27, 
1893.  

JOHN  CALDWELL  CALHOUN,  a  dis- 
tinguished American  statesman,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  Abbeville 
district,  March  18,  1782.  He  was  given 
the  advantages  of  a  thorough  education, 
graduating  at  Yale  College  in  1804,  and 
adopted  the  calling  of  a  lawyer.     A  Demo- 


crat politically,  at  that  time,  he  took  a  fore- 
most part  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and 
was  elected  to  congress  in  181 1,  supporting 
the  tariff  of  18 16  and  the  establishing  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  In  18 17  he  be- 
came secretary  of  war  in  President  Monroe's 
cabinet,  and  in  1824  was  elected  vice-president 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  ticket  with  John 
Quincy  Adams,  and  re-elected  in  1 828,  on  the 
ticket  with  General  Jackson.  Shortly  after 
this  Mr.  Calhoun  became  one  of  the  strongest 
advocates  of  free  trade  and  the  principle  of 
sovereignty  of  the  states  and  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  doctrine  that  "any 
state  could  nullify  unconstitutional  laws  of 
congress."  Meanwhile  Calhoun  had  be- 
come an  aspirant  for  the  presidency,  and 
the  fact  that  General  Jackson  advanced  the 
interests  of  his  opponent.  Van  Buren,  led 
to  a  quarrel,  and  Calhoun  resigned  the  vice- 
presidency  in  1832  and  was  elected  United 
States  senator  from  South  Carolina.  It  was 
during  the  same  year  that  a  convention  was 
held  in  South  Carolina  at  which  the  "  Nul- 
lification ordinance  "  was  adopted,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  test  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  protective  tariff  measures,  and 
to  prevent  if  possible  the  collection  of  im- 
port duties  in  that  state  which  had  been 
levied  more  for  the  purpose  of  ' '  protection  " 
than  revenue.  This  ordinance  was  to  go 
into  effect  in  February,  1833,  and  created  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness  throughout  the 
country  as  it  was  feared  there  would  be  a 
clash  between  the  state  and  federal  authori- 
ties. It  was  in  this  serious  condition  of 
public  affairs  that  Henry  Clay  came  forward 
with  the  the  famous  "tariff  compromise  " 
of  1833,  to  which  measure  Calhoun  and 
most  of  his  followers  gave  their  support  and 
the  crisis  was  averted.  In  1843  Mr.  Cal- 
houn was  appointed  secretary  of  state  in 
President  Tyler's  cabinet,  and   it  was  under 
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his  administration  that  the  treaty  concern- 
ing the  annexation  of  Texas  was  negotiated. 
In  1 84s  he  was  re-elected  to  the  United 
States  senate  and  continued  in  the  senate 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March, 
1850.  He  occupied  a  high  rank  as  a  scholar, 
student  and  orator,  and  it  is  conceded  that 
he  was  one  of  the  greatest  debaters  America 
has  produced.  The  famous  debate  between 
Calhoun  and  Webster,  in  1833,  is  regarded 
as  the  most  noted  for  ability  and  eloquence 
in  the  history  of  the  country. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  BUTLER,  one 
of  America's  most  brilliant  and  pro- 
found lawyers  and  noted  public  men,  was 
a  native  of  New  England,  born  at  Deer- 
field,  New  Hampshire,  November  5,  1818. 
His  father.  Captain  John  Butler,  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  day,  commanded  a 
company  during  the  war  of  181 2,  and 
served  under  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  given  an  excellent 
education,  graduated  at  Waterville  College, 
Maine,  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1840,  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  and  gained  a  wide  reputation  for 
his  ability  at  the  bar,  acquiring  an  extensive 
practice  and  a  fortune.  Early  in  life  he 
began  taking  an  active  interest  in  military 
affairs  and  served  in  the  state  militia  through 
all  grades  from  private  to  brigadier-general. 
In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legisla- 
ture on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  Lowell, 
and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  passage  of 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  labor.  Dur- 
ing the  same  year  he  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  in  1859  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  Massachusetts 
senate.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
General  Butler  took  the  field  and  remained 
at   the  front   most  of  the  time  during  that 


bloody  struggle.  Part  of  the  time  he  had 
charge  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1862,  took  command  of  troops  forming 
part  of  the  expedition  against  New  Orleans, 
and  later  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
the  Gulf.  He  was  a  conspicuous  figure  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  General  Butler  resumed 
his  law  practice  in  Massachusetts  and  in 
1866  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  Es- 
sex district.  In  1882  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  and  in  1884  was  the 
nominee  of  the  "Greenback"  party  for 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  con- 
tinued his  legal  practice,  and  maintained  his 
place  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
New  England  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  10,  1893. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS,  an  officer,  states- 
man and  legislator  of  prominence  in 
America,  gained  the  greater  part  of  his  fame 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  president  of  the 
southern  confederacy.  Mr.  Davis  was  born 
in  Christian  county.  Kentucky,  June  3, 
1808,  and  his  early  education  and  surround- 
ings were  such  that  his  sympathies  and  in- 
clinations were  wholly  with  the  southern 
people.  He  received  a  thorough  education, 
graduated  at  West  Point  in  1828,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  served  in  the  army  at  west- 
ern posts  and  in  frontier  service,  first  as 
lieutenant  and  later  as  adjutant.  In  1835 
he  resigned  and  became  a  cotton  planter  in 
Warren  county,  Mississippi,  where  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  be- 
came a  conspicuous  figure  in  politics.  In 
1844  he  was  a  presidential  elector  from 
Mississippi  and  during  the  two  following 
years  served  as  congressman  from  his  d-s- 
trict.  He  then  became  colonel  oi  a  iviissis- 
sippi  regiment  in  the  war  with  Mexico  ano 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  severe  cat- 
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lies,  being  seriously  wounded  at  Buena 
Vista.  Upon  his  return  to  private  life  he 
again  took  a  prominent  part  in  political  af- 
fairs and  represented  his  state  in  the  United 
States  senate  from  184710  1851.  He  then 
entered  President  Pierce's  cabinet  as  secre- 
tary of  war,  after  which  he  again  entered 
the  United  States  senate,  remaining  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  then  be- 
cinie  pres  dent  of  the  southern  confederacy 
and  served  as  such  uutil  captured  in  May, 
1S65,  at  Irwinville  Georgia.  He  was  held 
as  prisoner  of  war  at  Fortress  Monroe,  until 
1867,  when  he  was  released  on  bail  and 
finally  set  free  in  1868.  His  death  occurred 
December  6,  1889. 

Jefferson  Davis  was  a  man  of  excellent 
abiliiies  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  organizers  of  his  day.  He  was  a 
forceful  and  fluent  speaker  and  a  ready 
writer.  He  wrote  and  published  the  "  Rise 
and  Fall  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,"  a 
work  which  is  considered  as  authority  by 
the  southern  peopL' 


JOHN  ADAMS,  the  second  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  early  struggles  of 
his  country  for  independence,  was  born  in 
the  present  town  of  Quincy,  then  a  portion 
of  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  October  30, 
1735.  He  received  a  thorough  education, 
graduating  at  Harvard  College  in  1755, 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1758.  He  was  well  adapted  for  this  profes- 
sion and  after  opening  an  office  in  his  native 
town  rapidly  grew  in  prominence  and  public 
favor  and  soon  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  the  country.  His  atten- 
tion was  called  to  political  affairs  by  the 
passage  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  1765,  and  he 
drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions  on  the  subject 
which  were  very  popular.     In    1768   he  re- 


moved to  Boston  and  became  one  of  the 
most  courageous  and  prominent  advocates 
of  the  popular  cause  and  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  legislature  from 
Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  delegates  that 
represented  Massachusetts  in  the  first  Con^ 
tinental  congress,  which  met  in  September, 
1774.  In  a  letter  written  at  this  crisis  he 
uttered  the  famous  words:  "The  die  is  now 
cast;  I  have  passed  the  Rubicon.  Sink-  or 
swim,  live  or  die,  survive  or  perish  with  my 
country,  is  my  unalterable  determination." 
He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  congress  and 
advocated  the  movement  for  independence 
when  a  majority  of  the  members  were  in- 
clined to  temporize  and  to  petition  the  King. 
In  May,  1776,  he  presented  a  resohition  in 
congress  that  the  colonies  should  assume 
the  duty  of  self-government,  which  was 
passed.  In  June,  of  the  same  year,  a  reso- 
lution that  the  United  States  "are,  and  ol 
right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent," 
was  moved  by  Richard  H.  Lee,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Adams  and  adopted  by  a  small  majority. 
Mr.  Adams  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  five  appointed  June  1 1  to  prepare  a 
declaration  of  independence,  in  support  of 
vvliich  he  made  an  eloquent  speech.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  War  in  1776  and 
in  1778  was  sent  as  commissioner  to  France, 
but  returned  the  following  year.  In  1780 
he  went  to  Europe,  having  been  appointed 
as  minister  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  Con- 
jointly with  Franklin  and  Jay  he  negotiated 
a  treaty  in  1782.  He  was  employed  as  a 
minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James  from 
1785  to  1788,  and  during  that  period  wrote 
his  famous  "Defence  of  the  American  Con- 
stitutions." In  1789  he  became  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  was  re-elected 
in  1792. 

In  1796   Mr.    Adams  was  chosen   presi- 
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dent  of  the  United  States,  his  competitor 
being  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  became  vice- 
president.  In  1800  he  was  the  Federal 
candidate  for  president,  but  he  was  not 
cordially  supported  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  the 
favorite  leader  of  his  party,  and  was  de- 
feated by  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  then  retired  from  public  life 
to  his  large  estate  at  Quincy,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  July  4,  1826,  on  the  same  day  that 
witnessed  the  death  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Though  his  physical  frame  began  to  give  way 
many  years  before  his  death,  his  mental 
powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to 
the  last.  In  his  ninetieth  year  he  was  glad- 
dened by  .the  elevation  of  his  son,  John 
Quincy  Adams,  to  the  presidential  office. 


HENRY  WARD  BEECHER,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  American  preachers 
and  authors,  was  born  at  Litchfield,  Connec- 
ticut, June  24, 1 8 1 3.  His  father  was  Dr.  Ly- 
man Beecher,  also  an  eminent  divine.  At 
an  early  age  Henry  Ward  Beecher  had  a 
strong  predilection  for  a  sea-faring  life,  and 
it  was  practically  decided  that  he  would  fol- 
low this  inclination,  but  about  this  time,  in 
consequence  of  deep  religious  impressions 
which  he  e.xperienced  during  a  revival,  he 
renounced  his  former  intention  and  decided 
to  enter  the  ministry.  After  having  grad- 
uated at  Amherst  College,  in  1834,  he  stud- 
ied theology  at  Lane  Seminary  under  the 
tuition  of  his  father,  who  was  then  president 
of  that  institution.  In  1847  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church 
in  Brooklyn,  where  his  oratorical  ability  and 
original  eloquence  attracted  one  of  the  larg- 
est congregations  in  the  country.  He  con- 
tinued to  served  this  church  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  March  8,  1887.  Mr.  Beecher 
aisr,  found  time  for  a  great  amount  of  liter- 
ary Work-     For  a  number  of  years  he  was 


editor  of  the  "Independent"  and  also  the 
"Christian  Union."  He  also  produced  many 
works  which  are  widely  known.  Among  his 
principal  productions  are  "Lectures  to  Young 
Men,"  "  Star  Papers, "  "Life  of  Christ," 
"Life  Thoughts,"  "Royal  Truths"  (a 
novel),  "Norwood,"  "  Evolution  and  Rev- 
olution," and  "  Sermons  on  Evolution  and 
Religion. "  Mr.  Beecher  was  also  long  a 
prominent  advocate  of  anti-slavery  princi- 
ples and  temperance  reform,  and,  at  a  later 
period,  of  the  rights  of  women. 


JOHN  A.  LOGAN,  the  illustrious  states- 
man and  general,  was  born  in  Jackson 
county,  Illinois,  February  9,  1824.  In  his 
boyhood  days  he  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native'county. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Mexico 
he  enlisted  in  the  First  Illinois  Volunteers 
and  became  its  quartermaster.  At  the  close 
of  hostilities  he  returned  home  and  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Jackson  county 
in  1849.  Determining  to  supplement  his 
education  Logan  entered  the  Louisville  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1852 
and  taking  up  the  study  of  law  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  attained  popularity  and  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  profession  and  was  elected 
to  the  legislature  in  1852,  1853,  1856  and 
1857.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  from 
1853  to  1857.  He  was  elected  to  congress 
in  1858  to  iill  a  vacancy  and  again  in  i860. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  Logan  re- 
signed his  office  and  entered  the  army,  and 
in  September,  1861,  was  appointed  colonel 
of  the  Thirty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  which  he 
led  in  the  battles  of  Belmont  and  Fort  Don- 
elson.  In  the  latter  engagement  he  was 
wounded.  In  March,  1862,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  brigadier-general  and  in  the 
following  month  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Pittsburg  Landing.     In  November,  1862, 
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for  gallant  conduct  he  was  made  major-gen- 
eral. Throughout  the  Vicksburg  campaign 
he  was  in  command  of  a  division  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  and  was  distinguished  at 
Port  Gibson,  Champion  Kills  and  in  the 
siege  and  capture  cf  Vicksburg.  In  October, 
1S63,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  which  he  led  with  great 
credit.  During  the  terrible  conflict  before 
Atlanta,  July  22,  1864,  on  the  death  of 
General  McPherson,  Logan,  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  led  it 
on  to  victory,  saving  the  day  by  his  energy 
and  ability.  He  was  shortly  after  succeeded 
by  General  O.  O.  Howard  and  returned  to 
the  command  of  his  corps.  He  remained 
in  command  until  the  presidential  election, 
when,  feeling  that  his  influence  was  needed 
at  home  he  returned  thither  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  arrival  of  Sherman  at  Sa- 
vannah, when  General  Logan  rejoined  his 
command.  In  May,  1865,  he  succeeded 
General  Howard  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  He  resigned  from  the  army 
in  August,  the  same  year,  and  in  November 
was  appointed  minister  to  Mexico,  but  de- 
clined the  honor.  He  served  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  fortieth  and  forty-first  con- 
gresses, and  was  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor from  his  native  state  in  1870,  1878  and 
1S85.  He  was  nominated  for  the  vice-presi- 
dency in  1884  on  the  ticket  with  Blaine,  but 
was  defeated.  General  Logan  was  the 
author  of  "The  Great  Conspiracy,  its  origin 
and  history,"  published  in  1885.  He  died 
at  Washington,  December  26,  1886. 


JOHN  CHARLES  FREMONT,  the  first 
Republican  candidate  for  president,  was 
born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  January  21, 
18 1 3.  He  graduated  from  Charleston  Col- 
lege (South  Carolina")  in  1S30,  and  turned  his 

attention  to  civil  engineering.  He  was  shortly 
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afterward  employed  in  the  department  of 
government  surveys  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
constructing  maps  of  that  region.  He  was 
made  lieutenant  of  engineers,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  war  department  a  plan  for  pene- 
trating the  Rocky  Mountain  regions,  which 
was  accepted,  and  in  1S42  he  set  out  upon 
his  first  famous  exploring  expedition  and  ex- 
plored the  South  Pass.  He  also  planned  an 
expedition  to  Oregon  by  a  new  route  further 
south,  but  afterward  joined  his  expedition 
with  that  of  Wilkes  in  the  region  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake.  He  made  a  later  expedi- 
tion which  penetrated  the  Sierra  Nevadas, 
and  the  San  Joaquin  and  Sacramento  river 
valleys,  making  maps  of  all  regions  explored. 
In  1845  he  conducted  the  great  expedi- 
tion which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of 
California,  which  it  was  believed  the  Mexi- 
can government  was  about  to  dispose  of  to 
England.  Learning  that  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernor was  preparing  to  attack  tne  American 
settlements  in  his  dominion,  Fremont  deter- 
mined to  forestall  him.  The  settlers  rallied 
to  his  camp,  and  in  June,  1846,  he  defeated 
the  Mexican  forces  at  Sonoma  Pass,  and  a 
month  later  completely  routed  the  governor 
and  his  entire  army.  The  Americans  at 
once  declared  their  independence  of  Mexico, 
and  Fremont  was  elected  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia. By  this  time  Commodore  Stockton 
had  reached  the  coast  with  instructions  from 
Washington  to  conquer  California.  Fre- 
mont at  once  joined  him  in  that  effort,  which 
resulted  in  the  annexation  of  California  with 
its  untold  mineral  wealth.  Later  Fremont 
became  involved  in  a  difficulty  with  fellow 
ofificers  which  resulted  in  a  court  martial, 
and  the  surrender  of  his  commission.  He 
declined  to  accept  reinstatement.  He  af- 
terward laid  out  a  great  road  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  San  Francisco,  and  became 
the  first  United  States  senator  from  Califor- 


30 


COMPENDIU^r   OF    BIOGRAPIir. 


nia,  in  1849.  In  1856  he  was  nominated 
by  the  new  Republican  party  as  its  first  can- 
didate for  president  against  Buchanan,  and 
received  114  electoral  votes,  out  of  296. 

In  1 86 1  he  was  made  major-general  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  western  department. 
He  planned  the  reclaiming  of  the  entire 
Mississippi  valley,  and  gathered  an  army  of 
thirty  thousand  men,  with  plenty  of  artil- 
lery, and  was  ready  to  move  upon  the  con- 
federate General  Price,  when  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  command.  He  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency  at  Cincinnati  in  1864,  but 
withdrew.  He  was  governor  of  Arizona  in 
1878,  holding  the  position  four  years.  He 
was  interested  in  an  engineering  enterprise 
looking  toward  a  great  southern  trans-con- 
tinental railroad,  and  in  his  later  years  also 
practiced  law  in  New  York.    He  died  July  1 3, 


WENDELL  PHILLIPS,  the  orator  and 
abolitionist,  and  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  American  history,  was  born  November 
29,  181 1,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He 
received  a  good  education  at  Harvard 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1831, 
and  then  entered  the  Cambridge  Law  School . 
After  completing  his  course  in  that  institu- 
tion, in  1833,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
in  1834,  at  Suffolk.  He  entered  the  arena 
of  life  at  the  time  when  the  forces  of  lib- 
erty and  slavery  had  already  begun  their 
struggle  that  was  to  culminate  in  the  Civil 
war.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  by  his  clear- 
headed, courageous  declarations  of  the  anti- 
slavery  principles,  had  done  much  to  bring 
about  this  struggle.  Mr.  Phillips  was  not  a 
man  that  could  stand  aside  and  see  a  great 
struggle  being  carried  on  in  the  interest  of 
humanity  and  look  passively  on.  He  first 
attracted  attention  as  an  orator  in  1837,  at 
a  meeting  that  was  called  to  protest  against 


the  murder  of  the  Rev.  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy. 
The  meeting  would  have  ended  in  a  few 
perfunctory  resolutions  had  not  Mr.  Phillip.^ 
by  his  manly  eloquence  taken  the  meeting 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  few  that  were  in- 
clined to  temporize  and  avoid  radical  utter- 
ances. Having  once  started  out  in  this  ca- 
reer as  an  abolitionist  Phillips  never  swerved 
from  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  and  never 
turned  back.  He  gave  up  his  legal  practice 
and  launched  himself  heart  and  soul  in  the 
movement  for  the  liberation  of  the  slaves. 
He  was  an  orator  of  very  great  ability  and 
by  his  earnest  efforts  and  eloquence  he  did 
much  in  arousing  public  sentiment  in  behalf 
of  the  anti-slavery  cause — possibly  more 
than  any  one  man  of  his  time.  After  the 
abolition  of  slavery  Mr.  Phillips  was,  if  pos- 
sible, even  busier  than  before  m  the  literary 
and  lecture  field.  Besides  temperance  and 
women's  rights,  he  lectured  often  and  wrote 
much  on  finance,  and  the  relations  of  labor 
and  capital,  and  his  utterances  on  whatever 
subject  always  bore  the  stamp  of  having 
emanated  from  a  master  mind.  Eminent 
critics  have  stated  that  it  might  fairly  be 
questioned  whether  there  has  ever  spoken 
in  America  an  orator  superior  to  Phillips. 
The  death  of  this  great  man  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 4,   1884. 


WILLIAM  TECUMSEH  SHERMAN 
was  one  of  the  greatest  generals  that 
the  world  has  ever  produced  and  won  im- 
mortal fame  by  that  strategic  and  famous 
"  march  to  the  sea,"  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. He  was  born  February  8,  1820,  at 
Lancaster,  Ohio,,  and  was  reared  in  the 
family  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  as  his 
father  died  when  he  was  but  nine  years  of 
age.  He  entered  West  Point  in  1836,  was 
graduated  from  the  same  in  1840,  and  ap- 
pointed  a  second  lieutenant   in   the    Third 
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Artillery.  He  passed  through  the  various 
grades  of  the  service  and  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  Regular  Infantry.  A  full  history 
of  General  Sherman's  conspicuous  services 
would  be  to  repeat  a  history  of  the  army. 
He  commanded  a  division  at  Shiloh,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  winning  of  that  bat- 
tle, and  was  also  present  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  On  July  4,  1863,  he  was  appointed 
brigadier-general  of  the  regular  army,  and 
shared  with  Hooker  the  victory  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge.  He  was  commander  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Tennessee  from  October 
27th  until  the  appointment  of  General 
Grant  as  lieutenant-general,  by  whom  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Mississippi,  which  he  as- 
sumed in  March,  1864.  He  at  once  began 
organizing  the  army  and  enlarging  his  com- 
munications preparatory  to  his  march  upon 
Atlanta,  which  he  started  the  same  time  of 
the  beginning  of  the  Richmond  campaign  by 
Grant.  He  started  on  May  6,  and  was  op- 
posed by  Johnston,  who  had  fifty  thousand 
men,  but  by  consummate  generalship,  he 
captured  Atlanta,  on  September  2,  after 
several  months  of  hard  fighting  and  a  severe 
loss  of  men.  General  Sherman  started  on 
his  famous  march  to  the  sea  November  15, 
1864,  and  by  December  10  he  was  before 
Savannah,  which  he  took  on  December  23. 
This  campaign  is  a  monument  to  the  genius 
of  General  Sherman  as  he  only  lost  567 
men  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  After  rest- 
ing his  army  he  moved  northward  and  occu- 
pied the  following  places:  Columbia, 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  Ayersboro,  Benton- 
ville,  Goldsboro,  Raleigh,  and  April  18,  he 
accepted  the  surrender  of  Johnston's  army 
on  a  basis  of  agreement  that  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  with  favor,  but 
finally  accorded  Johnston  the  same  terms  as 


Lee  was  given  by  General  Grant.  He  was 
present  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
and  after  the  close  of  the  war  was  appointed 
to  the  co.-nmand  of  the  military  division  of 
the  Mississippi;  later  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-general, and  assigned  to  the  military 
division  of  the  Missouri.  When  General 
Grant  was  elected  president  Sherman  became 
general,  March  4,  1869,  and  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  army.  His  death  oc- 
curred February   14,  1891,  at  Washington. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  of  the  early  American 
statesmen  and  financiers,  was  born  in  Nevis, 
an  island  of  the  West  Indies,  January  11, 
1757,  his  father  being  a  Scotchman  and  his 
mother  of  Huguenot  descent.  Owing  to  the 
death  of  his  mother  and  business  reverses 
which  came  to  his  father,  young  Hamilton 
was  sent  to  his  mother's  relatives  in  Santa 
Cruz;  a  few  years  later  was  sent  to  a  gram- 
mar school  at  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey, 
and  in  1773  entered  what  is  now  known  as 
Columbia  College.  Even  at  that  time  he 
began  taking  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 
and  his  speeches,  pamphlets,  and  newspaper 
articles  on  political  affairs  of  the  day  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  In  1776  he 
received  a  captain's  commission  and  served 
in  Washington's  army  with  credit,  becoming 
aide-de-camp  to  Washington  with  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  In  1781  he  resigned  his 
commission  because  of  a  rebuke  from  Gen- 
eral Washington.  He  next  received  com- 
mand of  a  New  York  battalion  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Yorktown.  After 
this  Hamilton  studied  law,  served  several 
terms  in  congress  and  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  at  which  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion was  drawn  up.  His  work  connected 
with  "  The  Federalist  "  at  about  this  time 
attracted   much    attention.     Mr.    Hamilton 


32 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPHT. 


was  chosen  as  the  first  secretary  of  the 
United  States  treasury  and  as  such  was  the 
author  of  the  funding  system  and  founder  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  In  1798  he  was 
made  inspector-general  of  the  army  with  the 
rank  of  major-general  and  was  also  for  a 
short  time  commander-in-chief.  In  1804 
Aaron  Burr,  then  candidate  for  governor  of 
New  York,  challenged  Alexander  Hamilton 
to  fight  a  duel,  Burr  attributing  his  defeat 
to  Hamilton's  opposition,  and  Hamilton, 
though  declaring  the  code  as  a  relic  of  bar- 
barism, accepted  the  challenge.  They  met 
at  Weehawken,  New  Jersey,  July  11,  1804. 
Hamilton  declined  to  fire  at  his  adversary, 
but  at  Burr's  first  fire  was  fatally  wounded 
and  died  July  12,  1804. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  STEPH- 
ENS, vice-president  of  the  southern 
confederacy,  a  former  United  States  senator 
and  governor  of  Georgia,  ranks  among  the 
great  men  of  American  history.  He  was  born 
February  11,  18 12,  near  Crawfordsville, 
Georgia.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia,  and  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1S34.  In  1837  he  made  his  debut  in 
political  life  as  a  member  of  the  state  house 
of  representatives,  and  in  1 841  declined  the 
nomination  for  the  same  office;  but  in  1842 
he  was  chosen  by  the  same  constituency  as 
state  senator.  Mr.  Stephens  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
Railroad.  In  1843  he  was  sent  by  his  dis- 
trict to  the  national  house  of  representatives, 
which  office  he  held  for  si.xteen  consec- 
utive years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
house  during  the  passing  of  the  Compromise 
Bill,  and  was  one  of  its  ablest  and  most 
active  supporters.  The  same  year  (1850) 
Mr.  Stephens  was  a  delegate  to  the  state 
convention  that  framed  the  celebrated 
"  Georgia  Platform,"  and  was  also   a  dele- 


gate to  the  convention  that  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  though  he  bitterly  op- 
posed that  bill  by  voice  and  vote,  yet  he 
readily  acquiesced  in  their  decision  after 
it  received  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  the 
convention.  He  was  chosen  vice-president 
of  the  confederacy  without  opposition,  and 
in  1865  he  was  the  head  of  the  commis- 
sion sent  by  the  south  to  the  Hampton 
Roads  conference.  He  was  arrested  after 
the  fall  of  the  confederacy  and  was  con- 
fined in  Fort  Warren  as  a  prisoner  of  state 
but  was  released  on  his  own  parole.  Mr. 
Stephens  was  elected  to  the  forty-third, 
forty-fourth,  forty-fifth,  forty- si.xth  and  for- 
ty-seventh congresses,  with  hardly  more  than 
nominal  opposition.  He  was  one  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school  of  American  politics. 
He  wrote  a  number  of  works,  principal 
among  which  are:  "Constitutional  View 
of  the  War  between  the  States,"  and  a 
"  Compendium  of  the  History  of  the  United 
States."  He  was  inaugurated  as  governor 
of  Georgia  November  4th,  1882,  but  died 
March  4,  1883,  before  the  completion  of 
his  term. 

ROSCOE  CONKLING  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  and  famous  of  American 
statesmen.  He  was  among  the  most  fin- 
ished, fluent  and  eloquent  orators  that  have 
ever  graced  the  halls  of  the  American  con- 
gress; ever  ready,  witty  and  bitter  in  de- 
bate he  was  at  once  admired  and  feared  by 
his  political  opponents  and  revered  by  his 
followers.  True  to  his  friends,  loyal  to  the 
last  degree  to  those  with  whom  his  inter- 
ests were  associated,  he  was  unsparing  lo  his 
foes  and  it  is  said  "never  forgot  an  injury." 
Roscoe  Conkling  was  born  at  Albany, 
New  York,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1829, 
being  a  son  of  Alfred  Conkling.  Alfred 
Conkling  was  also   a   native  of  New  York, 
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born  at  East  Hampton,  October  12,  1789, 
and  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  law- 
yers in  the  Empire  state;  pubhshed  several 
legal  works;  served  a  term  in  congress;  aft- 
erward as  United  States  district  judge  for 
Northern  New  York,  and  in  1852  was  min- 
ister to  Mexico.  Alfred  Conkling  died  in 
1874. 

Roscoe  Conkling,  whose  name  heads 
this  article,  at  an  early  age  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  soon  became  successful  and 
prominent  at  the  bar.  About  1846  he  re- 
moved to  Utica  and  in  1858  was  elected 
mayor  of  that  city.  He  was  elected  repre- 
sentative in  congress  from  this  district  and 
was  re-elected  three  times.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  the  state 
of  New  York  and  was  re-elected  in  1873 
and  1879.  In  May,  1881,  he  resigned  on 
account  of  differences  with  the  president. 
In  March,  1882,  he  was  appointed  and  con- 
firmed as  associate  justice  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court  but  declined  to  serve. 
His  death  occurred  April  18,  1888. 


WASHINGTON  IRVING,  one  of  the 
most  eminent,  talented  and  popu- 
lar of  American  authors,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  April  3,  17S3.  His  father  was 
William  Irving,  a  merchant  and  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  had  married  an  English  lady 
and  emigrated  to  America  some  twenty 
years  prior  to  the  birth  of  Washington. 
Two  of  the  older  sons,  William  and  Peter, 
were  partially  occupied  with  newspaper 
work  and  literary  pursuits,  and  this  fact 
naturally  inclined  Washington  to  follow 
their  example.  Washington  Irving  was  given 
the  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  studying  law,  but  continued 
to  acquire  his  literary  training  by  diligent 
perusal  at  home  of  the  older  English  writers. 


When  nineteen  he  made  his  first  literary 
venture  by  printing  in  the  "  Morning  Chroni- 
cle," then  edited  by  his  brother.  Dr.  Peter 
Irving,  a  series  of  local  sketches  under  the 
Hoin-dc-plmnc  ol  "  Jonathan  Oldstyle."  In 
1804  he  began  an  extensive  trip  through 
Europe,  returned  in  1806,  quickly  com- 
pleted his  legal  studies  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  but  never  practiced  the  profession. 
In  1807  he  began  the  amusing  serial  "  Sal- 
magundi," which  had  an  immediate  suc- 
cess, and  not  only  decided  his  future 
career  but  long  determined  the  charac- 
ter of  his  writings.  In  1808,  assisted  by 
his  brother  Peter,  he  wrote  "  Knickerbock- 
er's History  of  New  York,"  and  in  18 10  an 
excellent  biography  of  Campbell,  the  poet. 
After  this,  for  some  time,  Irving's  attention 
was  occupied  by  mercantile  interests,  but 
the  commercial  house  in  which  he  was  a 
partner  failed  in  1817.  In  1814  he  was 
editor  of  the  Philadelphia  "Analectic  Maga- 
zine." About  1 81 8  appeared  his  "Sketch- 
Book,"  over  the  nom-de-plunie  of  '  'Geoffrey 
Crayon,"  which  laid  the  foundation  of  Ir- 
ving's fortune  and  permanent  fame.  This 
was  soon  followed  by  the  legends  of 
"Sleepy  Hollow,"  and  "  Rip  Van  Winkle," 
which  at  once  took  high  rank  as  literary 
productions,  and  Irving's  reputation  was 
firmly  established  in  both  the  old  and  new 
worlds.  After  this  the  path  of  Irving  was 
smooth,  and  his  subsequent  writings  ap- 
peared with  rapidity,  including  "Brace- 
bridge  Hall,"  "The  Tales  of  a  Traveler," 
"  History  of  the  Life  and  Voyages  of  Chris- 
topher Columbus,"  "The  Conquest  of 
Granada,"  "The  Alhambra,"  "Tour  on 
the  Prairies,"  "Astoria,"  "Adventures  of 
Captain  Bonneville,"  "  Wolfert's  Roost," 
"  Mahomet  and  his  Successors,"  and  "Life 
of  Washington,"  besides  other  works. 

Washington  Irving  was  never  married. 
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He  resided  during  the  closing  years  of  his 
life  at  Sunnyside  (Tarrytown)  on  the  Hud- 
son, where  he  died  November  28,  1859. 


CHARLES  SUMNER.— Boldly  outlined 
on  the  pages  of  our  history  stands  out 
the  rugged  figure  of  Charles  Sumner,  states- 
man, lawyer  and  writer.  A  man  of  unim- 
peachable integrity,  indomitable  will  and 
with  the  power  of  tireless  toil,  he  was  a  fit 
leader  in  troublous  times.  First  in  rank  as 
an  anti-slavery  leader  in  the  halls  of  con- 
gress, he  has  stamped  his  image  upon  the 
annals  of  his  time.  As  an  orator  he  took 
front  rank  and,  in  wealth  of  illustration, 
rhetoric  and  lofty  tone  his  eloquence  equals 
anything  to  be  found  in  history. 

Charles  Sumner  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  January  6,  1811,  and  was 
the  son  of  Charles  P.  and  Relief  J.  Sumner. 
The  family  had  long  been  prominent  in  that 
state.  Charles  was  educated  at  the  Boston 
Public  Latin  School;  entered  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1826,  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1830.  In  1 83 1  he  joined  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  then  under  charge  of  Judge  Story, 
and  gave  himself  up  to  the  study  of  law 
with  enthusiasm.  His  leisure  was  devoted 
to  contributing  to  the  American  Jurist.  Ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1834  he  was  appointed 
reporter  to  the  circuit  court  by  Judge  Story. 
He  published  several  works  about  this  time, 
and  from  1835  to  1837  and  again  in  1843 
was  lecturer  in  the  law  school.  He  had 
planned  a  lawyer's  life,  but  in  1845  he  gave 
his  attention  to  politics,  speaking  and  working 
against  the  admission  of  Te.xas  to  the  Union 
and  subsequently  against  the  Mexican  war. 
In  1848  he  was  defeated  for  congress  on  the 
Free  Soil  ticket.  His  stand  on  the  anti- 
slavery  question  at  that  time  alienated  both 
friends  and  clients,  but  he  never  swerved 
from  his  convictions.    In  185 1  he  was  elected 


to  the  United  States  senate  and  took  his 
seat  therein  December  i  of  that  year.  From 
this  time  his  life  became  the  history  of  the 
anti-slavery  cause  in  congress.  In  August, 
1852,  he  began  his  attacks  on  slavery  by  a 
masterly  argument  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  On  May  22,  1856,  Pres- 
ton Brooks,  nephew  of  Senator  Butler,  of 
South  Carolina,  made  an  attack  upon  Mr. 
Sumner,  at  his  desk  in  the  senate,  striking 
him  over  the  head  with  a  heavy  cane.  The 
attack  was  quite  serious  in  its  effects  and 
kept  Mr.  Sumner  absent  from  his  seat  in  the 
senate  for  about  four  years.  In  1857,  1863 
and  1869  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of 
senator,  passing  some  twenty-three  years  in 
that  position,  always  advocating  the  rights 
of  freedom  and  equity.  He  died  March  11, 
1874-  

THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  the  third  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  born 
near  Charlottesville,  Albemarle  county,  Vir- 
ginia, April  13,  1743,  and  was  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson.  He 
received  the  elements  of  a  good  education, 
and  in  1760  entered  William,  and  Mary  Col- 
lege. After  remaining  in  that  institution  for 
two  years  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  with 
George  Wythe,  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  his  day,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1767.  He  ob- 
tained a  large  and  profitable  practice,  which 
he  held  for  eight  years.  The  conflict  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  then 
drew  him  into  public  life,  he  having  for 
some  time  given  his  attention  to  the  study 
of  the  sources  of  Jaw,  the  origin  of  liberty 
and  equal  rights. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  the  Virginia 
house  of  burgesses  in  1769,  and  served  in 
that  body  several  years,  a  firm  supporter  of 
liberal    measures,    and,    although    a    slave- 
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holder  himself,  an  opponent  of  slavery. 
With  others,  he  was  a  leader  among  the  op- 
position to  the  king.  He  took  his  place  as 
a  member  of  the  Continental  congress  June 
21,  1775,  and  after  serving  on  several  com- 
mittees was  appointed  to  draught  a  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  which  he  did,  some 
corrections  being  suggested  by  Dr.  Franklin 
and  John  Adams.  This  document  was  pre- 
sented to  congress  June  28,  1776,  and  after 
six  days'  debate  was  passed  and  was  signed. 
In  the  following  September  Mr.  Jefferson 
resumed  his  seat  in  the  Virginia  legislature, 
and  gave  much  time  to  the  adapting  of  laws 
of  that  state  to  the  new  condition  of  things. 
He  drew  up  the  law,  the  first  ever  passed  by 
a  legislature  or  adopted  by  a  government, 
which  secured  perfect  religious  freedom. 
June  I,  1779,  he  succeeded  Patrick  Henry 
as  governor  of  Virginia,  an  office  which, 
after  co-operating  with  Washington  in  de- 
fending the  country,  he  resigned  two  years 
later.  One  of  his  own  estates  was  ravaged 
by  the  British,  and  his  house  at  Monticello 
was  held  by  Tarleton  for  several  days,  and 
Jefferson  narrowly  escaped  capture.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  in  17S2,  he  accepted 
the  position  of  plenipotentiary  to  France, 
which  he  had  declined  in  1776.  Before 
leaving  he  served  a  short  time  in  congress 
at  Annapolis,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  a 
bill  for  establishing  our  present  decimal  sys- 
tem of  currency,  one  of  his  most  useful  pub- 
lic services.  He  remained  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity until  October,  1789,  and  was  a  most 
active  and  vigilant  minister.  Besides  the 
onerous  duties  of  his  office,  during  this  time, 
he  published  "Notes  on  Virginia,"  sent  to 
the  United  States  seeds,  shrubs  and  plants, 
forwarded  literary  and  scientific  news  and 
gave  useful  advice  to  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  French  Revolution. 

Mr.  Jefferson  landed  in  Virginia  Novem- 


ber 18,  1789,  having  obtained  a  leave  of 
absence  from  his  post,  and  shortly  after  ac- 
cepted Washington's  offer  of  the  portfolio 
of  the  department  of  state  in  his  cabinet. 
He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  in 
March,  1791,  and  held  it  until  January  i, 
1794,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
About  this  time  he  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
became  decided  and  aggressive  political  op- 
ponents, Jefferson  being  in  warm  sympathy 
with  the  people  in  the  French  revolution 
and  strongly  democratic  in  his  feelings, 
while  Hamilton  took  the  opposite  side.  In 
1796  Jefferson  was  elected  vice-president  of 
the  United  States.  In  1800  he  was  elected 
to  the  presidency  and  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1801.  During  his  administration, 
which  lasted  for  eight  years,  he  having  been 
re-elected  in  1804,  he  waged  a  successful 
war  against  the  Tripolitan  pirates;  purchased 
Louisiana  of  Napoleon;  reduced  the  public 
debt,  and  was  the  originator  of  many  wise 
measures.  Declining  a  nomination  for  a 
third  term  he  returned  to  Monticello,  where 
he  died  July  4,  1S26,  but  a  few  hours  before 
the  death  of  his  friend,  John  Adams. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  married  January  i, 
1772,  to  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  young, 
beautiful,  and  wealthy  widow,  who  died 
September  6,  1782,  leaving  three  children, 
three  more  having  died  previous  to  her 
demise. 

CORNELIUS  VANDERBILT, known  as 
"Commodore"  Vanderbilt,  was  the 
founder  of  what  constitutes  the  present  im- 
mense fortune  of  the  Vanderbilt  family.  He 
was  born  May  27,  1794,  at  Port  Richmond, 
Staten  Island,  Richmond  county,  New 
York,  and  we  find  him  at  sixteen  years  run- 
ning a  small  vessel  between  his  home  and 
New  York  City.  The  fortifications  of  Sta- 
ten and  Long  Islands  were  just  in  course  of 
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construction,  and  he  carried  the  laborers 
from  New  York  to  the  fortifications  in  his 
"  perianger,  "  as  it  was  called,  in  the  day, 
and  at  night  carried  supplies  to  the  fort  on 
the  Hudson.  Later  he  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  added  to  his  little  fleet.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  free  from 
debt  and  was  worth  $9,000,  and  in  181 7, 
with  a  partner  he  built  the  first  steamboat 
that  was  run  between  New  York  and  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and  became  her 
captain  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  a  year.  The 
next  year  he  took  command  of  a  larger  and 
better  boat  and  by  1824  he  was  in  complete 
control  of  the  Gibbon's  Line,  as  it  was 
called,  which  he  had  brought  up  to  a  point 
where  it  paid  $40,000  a  year.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  acquired  the  ferry  between  New 
York  and  Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  on  a 
fourteen  years'  lease  and  conducted  this  on 
a  paying  basis.  He  severed  his  connections 
with  Gibbons  in  1829  and  engaged  in 
business  alone  and  for  twenty  years  he  was 
the  leading  steamboat  man  in  the  country, 
building  and  operating  steamboats  on  the 
Hudson  River,  Long  Island  Sound,  on  the 
Delaware  River  and  the  route  to  Boston, 
and  he  had  the  monopoly  of  trade  on  these 
routes.  In  1850  he  determined  to  broaden 
his  field  of  operation  and  accordingly  built 
the  steamship  Prometheus  and  sailed  for 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  where  he  desired  to 
make  a  personal  investigation  of  the  pros- 
pects of  the  American  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Ship  Canal  Company,  in  which  he  had  pur- 
chased a  controlling  interest.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  planned,  as  a  result  of  this  visit, 
a  transit  route  from  Greytown  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  to  San  Juan  del  Sud  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  which  was  a  saving  of  700  miles 
over  the  old  route.  In  185 1  he  placed  three 
steamers  on  the  Atlantic  side  and  four  on 
the  Pacific  side  to  accommodate  the  enor- 


mous traffic  occasioned  by  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  Cahfornia.  The  following  year 
three  more  vessels  v.'ere  added  to  his  fleet 
and  a  branch  line  established  from  New 
Orleans  to  Greytown.  In  1853  the  Com- 
modore sold  out  hisNicarauguaTransit  Com- 
pany, which  had  netted  him  $1,000,000 
and  built  the  renowned  steam  yacht,  the 
"North  Star."  He  continued  in  the  ship- 
ping business  nine  years  longer  and  accu- 
mulated some  $10,000,000.  In  1S61  he 
presented  to  the  government  his  magnifi- 
cent steamer  "  Vanderbilt,  "  which  had  cost 
him  $800,000  and  for  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  congress.  In  1S44  he  became 
interested  in  the  railroad  business  which  he 
followed  in  later  years  and  became  one  of 
the  greatest  railroad  magnates  of  his  time. 
He  founded  the  Vanderbilt  University  at  a 
cost  of  $1,000,000.  He  died  January  4, 
1877,  leaving  a  fortune  estimated  at  over 
$100,000,000  to  his  children. 


DANIEL  BOONE  was  one  of  the  most 
famous  of  the  many  American  scouts, 
pioneers  and  hunters  which  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  western  states  brought  into 
prominence.  Daniel  Boone  was  born  Feb- 
ruary II,  1735,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  while  yet  a  young  man  removed 
to  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  married. 
In  1769,  with  five  companions,  he  pene- 
trated into  the  forests  and  wilds  of  Kentucky 
— then  uninhabited  by  white  men.  He  had 
frequent  conflicts  with  the  Indians  and  was 
captured  by  them  but  escaped  and  continued 
to  hunt  in  and  explore  that  region  for  over 
a  year,  when,  in.  1 771,  he  returned  to  his 
home.  In  the  summer  of  1773,  he  removed 
with  his  own  and  five  other  families  into 
what  was  then  the  wilderness  of  Kentucky, 
and  to  defend  his  colony  against  the  savages, 
he  built,  in  1775,  a  fort  at  Boonesborough, 
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on  the  Kentucky  river.  This  fort  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Indians  several  times  in  1777, 
but  they  were  repulsed.  The  following 
year,  however,  Boone  was  surprised  and 
captured  by  them.  They  took  him  to  De- 
troit and  treated  him  with  leniency,  but  he 
soon  escaped  and  returned  to  his  fort  which 
he  defended  with  success  against  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Indians  in  August,  1778.  His 
son,  Enoch  Boone,  was  the  first  white  male 
child  born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  In 
1795  Daniel  Boone  removed  with  his  family 
to  Missouri,  locating  about  forty-five  miles 
west  of  the  present  site  of  St.  Louis,  where 
he  found  fresh  fields  for  his  favorite  pursuits 
— adventure,  hunting,  and  pioneer  life.  His 
death  occurred  September  20,  1820. 


HENRY  WADSWORTH  LONGFEL- 
LOW, said  to  have  been  America's 
greatest  "poet  of  the  people,"  was  born  at 
Portland,  Maine,  February  27,  1807.  He 
entered  Bowdoin  College  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  graduated  in  1825.  During  his 
college  days  he  distinguished  himself  in  mod- 
ern languages,  and  wrote  several  short 
poems,  one  of  the  best  known  of  which  was 
the  "  Hymn  of  the  Moravian  Nuns."  After 
his  graduation  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
his  father,  but  the  following  year  was  offered 
the  professorship  of  modern  languages  at 
Bowdoin,  with  the  privilege  of  three  years 
study  in  Europe  to  perfect  himself  in  French, 
Spanish,  Italian  and  German.  After  the 
three  years  were  passed  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  entered  upon  his  profes- 
sorship in  1829.  His  first  volume  was  a 
small  essay  on  the  "Moral  and  Devotional 
Poetry  of  Spain"  in  1833.  In  1835  he  pub- 
lished some  prose  sketches  of  travel  under 
the  title  of  "Outre  Mer,  a  Pilgrimage  be- 
yond the  Sea."  In  1835  h^  was  elected  to 
the  chair  of  modern  languages  and  literature 


at  Harvard  University  and  spent  a  year  ia 
Denmark,  Sweden  and  Switzerland,  culti- 
vating a  knowledge  of  early  Scandinavian 
literature  and  entered  upon  his  professor- 
ship in  1836.  Mr.  Longfellow  published  in 
1839  "  Hyperion,  a  Romance,"  and  "Voices 
of  the  Night, "  and  his  first  volume  of  original 
verse  comprising  the  selected  poems  of 
twenty  years  work,  procured  him  immediate 
recognition  as  a  poet.  "Ballads  and  other 
poems"  appeared  in  1842,  the  "Spanish 
Student"  a  drama  in  three  acts,  in  1843, 
"The  Belfry  of  Bruges  "  in  1846,  "Evan- 
geline, a  Tale  of  Acadia,"  in  1847,  which 
was  considered  his  master  piece.  In  1845 
he  published  a  large  volume  of  the  "Poets 
and  Poetry  of  Europe,"  1849  "  Kavanagh, 
a  Tale,"  "The  Seaside  and  Fireside"  in 
1850,  "The  Golden  Legend  "  in  1851,  "The 
Song  of  Hiawatha  "  in  1855,  "  The  Court- 
ship of  Miles  Standish  "  in  1858,  "  Tales  of 
a  Wayside  Inn  "  in  1863;  "  Flower  de  Luce" 
in  1866;"  "New  England  Tragedies"  in 
1869;  "The  Divine  Tragedy"  in  1871; 
"Three  Books  of  Song"  in  1S72;  "The 
Hanging  of  the  Crane  "  in  1874.  He  also 
published  a  masterly  translation  of  Dante 
in  1867-70  and  the  "  Morituri  Salutamus," 
a  poem  read  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  class  at  Bowdoin  College.  Prof.  Long- 
fellow resigned  his  chair  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1854,  but  continued  to  reside  at  Cam- 
bridge. Some  of  his  poetical  works  have 
been  translated  into  many  languages,  and 
their  popularity  rivals  that  of  the  best  mod- 
ern English  poetry.  He  died  March  24, 
1882,  but  has  left  an  imperishable  fame  as 
one  of  the  foremost  of  American  poets. 


PETER  COOPER  was  in  three  partic- 
ulars— as  a  capitalist  and  manufacturer, 
as  an  inventor,  and  as  a  philanthropist — 
connected  intimately  with  some  of  the  most 


38 


COMPEXDICM   OF   BIOGRAPHY. 


important  and  useful  accessions  to  the  in- 
dustrial arts  of  America,  its  progress  in  in- 
vention and  the  promotion  of  educational 
and  benevolent  institutions  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  people  at  large.  He  was  born 
in  New  York  cit}%  February  12,  1791.  His 
life  was  one  of  labor  and  struggle,  as  it  was 
with  most  of  America's  successful  men.  In 
earl)'  boyhood  he  commenced  to  help  his 
father  as  a  manufacturer  of  hats.  He  at- 
tended school  only  for  half  of  each  day  for 
a  single  year,  and  beyond  this  his  acquisi- 
tions were  all  his  own.  When  seventeen 
years  old  he  was  placed  with  John  Wood- 
ward to  learn  the  trade  of  coach-making  and 
served  his  apprenticeship  so  satisfactorily 
that  his  master  oP?red  to  set  him  up  in  busi- 
ness, but  this  he  declined  because  of  the 
debt  and  obligation  it  would  involve. 

The  foundation  of  Mr.  Cooper's  fortune 
was  laid  in  the  invention  of  an  improvement 
in  machines  for  shearing  cloth.  This  was 
largely  called  into  use  during  the  war  of 
18 12  with  England  when  all  importations 
of  cloth  from  that  country  were  stopped. 
The  machines  lost  their  value,  however,  on 
the  declaration  of  peace.  Mr.  Cooper  then 
turned  his  shop  into  the  manufacture  of 
cabinet  ware.  He  afterwards  went  into  the 
grocery  business  in  New  York  and  finally  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  glue  and  isin- 
glass which  he  carried  on  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  In  1830  he  erected  iron  works 
in  Canton,  near  Baltimore.  Subsequently 
he  erected  a  rolling  and  a  wire  mill  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  which  he  first  success- 
fully applied  anthracite  to  the  puddling  of 
iron.  In  these  works,  he  was  the  first  to 
roll  wrought-iron  beams  for  fire-proof  build- 
ings. These  works  grew  to  be  very  exten- 
sive, including  mines,  blast  furnaces,  etc. 
While  in  Baltimore  Mr.  Cooper  built  in 
1830,  after  his  own  designs,  the  first  loco- 


motive engine  ever  constructed  on  this  con- 
tinent and  it  was  successfully  operated  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  He  also 
took  a  great  interest  and  invested  large  cap- 
ital in  the  extension  of  the  electric  telegraph, 
also  in  the  laying  of  the  first  Atlantic  cable; 
besides  interesting  himself  largely  in  the 
New  York  state  canals.  But  the  most 
cherished  object .  of  Mr.  Cooper's  life  was 
the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the 
instruction  of  the  industrial  classes,  which 
he  carried  out  on  a  magnificent  scale  in  New 
York  city,  where  the  "Cooper  Union" 
ranks  among  the  most  important  institu- 
tions. 

In  May,  1876,  the  Independent  party 
nominated  Mr.  Cooper  for  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  election  following 
he  received  nearly  100,000  votes.  His 
death  occurred  April  4,  1883. 


GENERAL  ROBERT  EDWARD  LEE, 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  Confeder- 
ate generals  during  the  Civil  war,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  military  commanders  of  mod- 
ern times,  was  born  at  Stratford  House, 
Westmoreland  county,  Virginia,  January  19, 
1807.  In  1825  he  entered  the  West  Point 
academy  and  was  graduated  second  in  his 
class  in  1829,  and  attached  to  the  army  as 
second  lieutenant  of  engineers.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  thus  engaged  in  en- 
gineering work,  aiding  in  establishing  the 
boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
and  superintended  various  river  and  harbor 
improvements,  becoming  captain  of  engi- 
neers in  1838.  He  first  saw  field  service  in 
the  Mexican  war,  and  under  General  Scott 
performed  valuable  and  efficient  service. 
In  that  brilliant  campaign  he  was  conspicu- 
ous for  professional  ability  as  well  as  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct,  winning  in  quick 
succession  the  brevets  of  major,  lieutenant- 
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colonel,  and  colonel  for  his  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras,  Cherubusco, 
Chapaltepec,  and  in  the  capture  of  the  city 
Mexico.  At  the  close  of  that  war  he  re- 
sumed his  engineering  work  in  connection 
with  defences  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
from  1852  to  1855  was  superintendent  of 
the  Military  Academj',  a  position  which  he 
gave  up  to  become  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Second  Cavalry.  For  several  years  there- 
after he  served  on  the  Texas  border,  but 
happening  to  be  near  Washington  at  the 
time  of  John  Brown's  raid,  October  17  to 
25,  1859,  Colonel  Lee  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Federal  forces  employed  in  its 
repression.  He  soon  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment in  Texas  where  he  remained  the 
greater  part  of  i860,  and  March  16,  1861, 
became  colonel  of  his  regiment  by  regular 
promotion.  Three  weeks  later,  April  25,  he 
resigned  upon  the  secession  of  Virginia, 
went  at  once  to  Richmond  and  tendered  his 
services  to  the  governor  of  that  state,  being 
by  acclamation  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  of  its  military  and  naval  forces,  with 
the  rank  of  major-general. 

He  at  once  set  to  work  to  organize  and 
develop  the  defensive  resources  of  his  state 
and  within  a  month  directed  the  occupation 
in  force  of  Manassas  Junction.  Meanwhile 
Virginia  having  entered  the  confederacy  and 
Richmond  become  the  capitol,  Lee  became 
one  of  the  foremost  of  its  military  officers 
and  was  closely  connected  with  Jefferson 
Davis  in  planning  the  moves  of  that  tragic 
time.  Lee  participated  in  many  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war  among 
which  were  Fair  Oaks,  White  Lake  Swamps, 
Cold  Harbor,  and  the  Chickahominy,  Ma- 
nassas, Cedar  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Malvern  Hill,  Get- 
tysburg, the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign, all  the  campaigns  about  Richmond, 


Petersburg,  Five  Forks,  and  others.  Lee's 
surrender  at  Appomatox  brought  the  war  to 
a  close.  It  is  said  of  General  Lee  that  but 
few  commanders  in  history  have  been  so 
quick  to  detect  the  purposes  of  an  opponent 
or  so  quick  to  act  upon  it.  Never  surpassed, 
if  ever  equaled,  in  the  art  of  winning  the 
passionate,  personal  love  and  admiration  of 
his  troops,  he  acquired  and  held  an  influ- 
ence over  his  army  to  the  very  last,  founded 
upon  a  supreme  trust  in  his  judgment,  pre- 
science and  skill,  coupled  with  his  cool, 
stable,  equable  courage.  A  great  writer  has 
said  of  him:  "As  regards  the  proper  meas- 
ure of  General  Lee's  rank  among  the  sol- 
diers of  history,  seeing  what  he  wrought 
with  such  resources  as  he  had,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  that  ever  attended  his  oper- 
ations, it  is  impossible  to  measure  what  he 
might  have  achieved  in  campaigns  and  bat- 
tles with  resources  at  his  own  disposition 
equal  to  those  against  which  he  invariably 
contended." 

Left  at  the  close  of  the  war  without  es- 
tate or  profession,  he  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  Washington  College  at  Lexington, 
Virginia,  where  he  died  October  12,  1870. 


JOHN  JAY,  first  chief-justice  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  New  York, 
December  12,  1745.  He  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  graduated  from  Iving's  College 
(Columbia  College),  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1768.  He  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  New  York  citizens  to 
protest  against  the  enforcement  by  the 
British  government  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill, 
was  elected  to  the  Continental  congress 
which  met  in  1774,  and  was  author  of  the 
addresses  to  the  people  of  Great  Britian  and 
of  Canada  adopted  by  that  and  the  suc- 
ceeding congress.  He  was  chosen  to  the 
provincial  assembly  of    his    own  state,  and 
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resigned  from  the  Continental  congress  to 
serve  in  that  body,  wrote  most  of  its  public 
papers,  including  the  constitution  of  the  new 
state,  and  was  then  made  chief-justice.  He 
was  again  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tinental congress  in  1778,  and  became  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  He  was  sent  to  Spain 
as  minister  in  1780,  and  his  services  there 
resulted  in  substantial  and  moral  aid  for  the 
struggling  colonists.  Jay,  Franklin,  and 
Adams  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  1782,  and  Jay  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  foreign  affairs  in  1784, 
and  held  the  position  until  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  constitution.  During  this  time 
he  had  contributed  strong  articles  to  the 
"Federalist"  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  and  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  ratification  of  that 
instrument  by  his  state.  He  was  appointed 
by  \\'ashington  as  first  chief-justice  of  the 
United  States  in  1789.  In  this  high  capac- 
ity the  great  interstate  and  international 
questions  that  arose  for  immediate  settle- 
ment came  before  him  for  treatment. 

In  1794,  at  a  time  when  the  people  in 
gratitude  for  the  aid  that  France  had  ex- 
tended to  us,  were  clamoring  for  the  privilege 
of  going  to  the  aid  of  that  nation  in  her 
struggle  with  Great  Britain  and  her  own  op- 
pressors, John  Jay  was  sent  to  England  as 
special  envoy  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
that  power.  The  instrument  known  as 
"Jay's  Treaty  "  was  the  result,  and  while 
in  many  of  its  features  it  favored  our  nation, 
yet  the  neutrahty  clause  in  it  so  angered  the 
masses  that  it  was  denounced  throughout 
the  entire  country,  and  John  Jay  was  burned 
in  effigy  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
treaty  was  finally  ratified  by  Washington, 
and  approved,  in  August,  1795.  Having 
been  elected  governor  of  his  state  for  three 
consecutive  terms,    he    then    retired   from 


active  life,  declining  an  appointment  as 
chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court,  made  by 
John  Adams  and  confirmed  by  the  senate. 
He  died  in  New  York  in  1829. 


PHILLIP  HENRY  SHERIDAN  was 
one  of  the  greatest  American  cavalry 
generals.  He  was  born  March  6,  183 1,  at 
Somerset,  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  from  which  he  graduat- 
ed and  was  assigned  to  the  First  Infantry  as 
brevet  second  lieutenant  July  i,  1853. 
After  serving  in  Te.xas,  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
in  Washington  and  Oregon  territories  until 
the  fall  of  1861,  he  was  recalled  to  the 
states  and  assigned  to  the  army  of  south- 
west Missouri  as  chief  quartermaster  from 
the  duties  of  which  he  was  soon  relieved. 
After  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  he  was  quar- 
termaster in  the  Corinth  campaign,  and  on 
May  25  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry.  On  July  i,  in 
command  of  a  cavalry  brigade,  he  defeated 
a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  and  was  com- 
missioned brigadier-general  of  volunteers. 
General  Sheridan  was  then  transferred  to 
the  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  commanded  a 
division  in  the  battle  of  Perrysville  and  also 
did  good  service  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro,  where  he  was  commissioned  major- 
general  of  volunteers.  He  fought  with 
great  gallantry  at  Chickamauga,  after  which 
Rosecrans  was  succeeded  by  General  Grant, 
under  whom  Sheridan  fought  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga  and  won  additional  renown. 
Upon  the  promotion  of  Grant  to  lieutenant- 
general,  he  applied  for  the  transfer  of  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  to  the  east,  and  appointed 
him  chief  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the 
Potomac.  During  the  campaign  of  1864 
the  cavalry  covered  the  front  and  flanks  of 
the  infantry  until  May  8,  when  it  was  wif.-* 
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drawn  and  General  Sheridan  started  on  a 
raid  against  the  Confederate  lines  of  com- 
munication with  Richmond  and  on  May  25 
he  rejoined  the  army,  having  destroyed  con- 
siderable of  the  confederate  stores  and  de- 
feated their  cavalry  under  General  Stuart  at 
Yellow  Tavern.  The  outer  line  of  defences 
around  Richmond  were  taken,  but  the  sec- 
ond line  was  too  strong  to  be  taken  by  as- 
sault, and  accordingly  Sheridan  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge,  reaching 
James  River  May  14,  and  thence  by  White 
House  and  Hanover  Court  House  back  to 
the  army.  The  cavalry  occupied  Cold 
Harbor  May  31,  which  they  held  until  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry.  On  General  Sheri- 
dan's next  raid  he  routed  Wade  Hampton's 
cavalry,  and  August  7  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Middle  Military  division, 
and  during  the  campaign  of  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  he  performed  the  unheard  of 
feat  of  "  destroying  an  entire  army."  He 
was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  reg- 
ular army  and  for  his  victory  at  Cedar  Creek 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-gen- 
eral. General  Sheridan  started  out  Febru- 
ary 27,  1865,  with  ten  thousand  cavalry 
and  destroyed  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad 
and  the  James  River  Canal  and  joined  the 
army  again  at  Petersburg  March  27.  He 
commanded  at  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  the 
decisive  victory  which  compelled  Lee  to 
evacuate  Petersburg.  On  April  9,  Lee  tried 
to  break  through  Sheridan's  dismounted 
command  but  when  the  General  drew  aside 
his  cavalry  and  disclosed  the  deep  lines  of 
infantry  the  attempt  was  abandoned.  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  mounted  his  men  and  was  about 
to  charge  when  a  white  flag  was  flown  at  the 
head  of  Lee's  column  which  betokened  the 
surrender  of  the  army.  After  the  war  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  had  command  of  the  army  of 
the  southwest,  of  the  gulf  and  the  depart- 


ment of  Missouri  until  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant-general  and  assigned  to  the  di- 
vision of  Missouri  with  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago, and  assumed  supreme  command  of 
the  army  November  i,  1883,  which  post  he 
held  until  his  death,  August  5,   1888. 


PHINEAS  T.  BARNUM,  the  greatest 
showman  the  world  has  ever  seen,  was 
born  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  July  5,  18 10. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  He  opened  a  re- 
tail fruit  and  confectionery  house,  including 
a  barrel  of  ale,  in  one  part  of  an  old  car- 
riage house.  He  spent  fifty  dollars  in  fitting 
up  the  store  and  the  stock  cost  him  seventy 
dollars.  Three  years  later  he  put  in  a  full 
stock,  such  as  is  generally  carried  in  a 
country  store,  and  the  same  year  he  started 
a  Democratic  newspaper,  known  as  the 
"Herald  of  Freedom."  He  soon  found 
himself  in  jail  under  a  sixty  days'  sentence 
for  libel.  During  the  winter  of  1834-5  he 
went  to  New  York  and  began  soliciting  busi- 
ness for  several  Chatham  street  houses.     In 

1835  he  embarked  in  the  show  business  at 
Niblo's  Garden,  having  purchased  the  cele- 
brated "  Joice  Heth"  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  afterward  engaged  the  celebrated 
athlete,  Sig.  Vivalia,  and  Barnum  made  his 
' '  first  appearance  on  any  stage, "  acting  as  a 
"super"  to  Sig.  Vivalia  on  his  opening 
night.  He  became  ticket  seller,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  Aaron  Turner's  circus  in 

1836  and  traveled  with  it  about  the  country. 
His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a 
steamboat  on  the  Mississippi,  and  engaged 
a  theatrical  company  to  show  in  the  princi- 
pal towns  along  that  river.  In  1840  he 
opened  Vaux  Hall  Garden,  New  York,  with 
variety  performances,  and  introduced  the 
celebrated  jig  dancer,  John  Diamond,  to  the 
public.      The   next  year  he   quit  the   show 
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business  and  settled  down  in  New  York  as 
agent  of  Sear's  Pictorial  Illustration  of  the 
Bible,  but  a  few  months  later  again  leased 
Vaux  Hall.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
he  again  left  the  business,  and  became 
' '  puff "  writer  for  the  Bowery  Amphitheater. 
In  December  he  bought  the  Scudder  Museum, 
and  a  year  later  introduced  the  celebrated 
Tom  Thumb  to  the  world,  taking  him  to 
England  in  1844,  and  remaining  there  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  New  York,  and 
in  1849,  through  James  Hall  Wilson,  he  en- 
gaged the  "Swedish  Nightingale,"  Jenny 
Lind,  to  come  to  this  country  and  make  a 
tour  under  his  management.  He  also  had 
sent  the  Swiss  Bell  Ringers  to  America  in 
1844.  He  became  owner  of  the  Baltimore 
Museum  and  the  Lyceum  and  Museum  at 
Philadelphia.  In  1850  he  brought  a  dozen 
elephants  from  Ceylon  to  make  a  tourof  this 
country,  and  in  1S51  sent  the  "  Bateman 
Children"  to  London.  During  1851  and 
1852  he  traveled  as  a  temperance  lecturer, 
and  became  president  of  a  bank  at  Pequon- 
nock,  Connecticut.  In  1852  he  started  a 
weekly  pictorial  paper  known  as  the  "  Illus- 
trated News."  In  1865  his  Museum  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  immediately  leased 
the  Winter  Garden  Theatre,  where  he  played 
his  company  until  he  opened  his  own 
Museum.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1868,  and  he  then  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  George  Wood  Museum. 

After  dipping  into  politics  to  some  ex- 
tent, he  began  his  career  as  a  really  great 
showman  in  1871.  Three  years  later  he 
erected  an  immense  circular  building  in  New 
York,  in  which  he  produced  his  panoramas. 
He  has  frequently  appeared  as  a  lecturer, 
some  times  on  temperance,  and  some  times 
on  other  topics,  among  which  were  ' '  Hum- 
bugs of  the  World,"  "Struggles  and 
Triumphs, "  etc.      He  was  owner  of  the  im- 


mense menagerie  and  circus  known  as  the 
"Greatest  Show  on  Earth,"  and  his  fame 
extended  throughout  Europe  and  America. 
He  died  in  i8qi. 


JAMES  MADISON,  the  fourth  president 
of  the  United  States,  1809-17,  was 
born  at  Port  Conway,  Prince  George  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  March  16,  1751.  He  was  the 
son  of  a  wealthy  planter,  who  lived  on  a  fine 
estate  called  "  Montpelier, "  which  was  but 
twenty-five  miles  from  Monticello,  the  home 
of  Thomas  Jefferson.  Mr.  Madison  was  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  attained  maturity.  He  received  his 
early  education  at  home  under  a  private 
tutor,  and  consecrated  himself  with  unusual 
vigor  to  study.  At  a  very  early  age  he  was 
a  proficient  scholar  in  Latin,  Greek,  French 
and  Spanish,  and  in  1769  he  entered  Prince- 
ton College,  New  Jersey.  He  graduated  in 
1 77 1,  but  remained  for  several  months  after 
his  graduation  to  pursue  a  course  of  study 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Witherspoon. 
He  permanently  injured  his  health  at  this 
time  and  returned  to  Virginia  in  1772,  and 
for  two  years  he  was  immersed  in  the  study 
of  law,  and  at  the  same  time  made  extend- 
ed researches  in  theology,  general  literature, 
and  philosophical  studies.  He  then  directed 
his  full  attention  to  the  impending  struggle 
of  the  colonies  for  independence,  and  also 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  religious  con- 
troversy at  that  time  regarding  so  called 
persecution  of  other  religious  denominations 
by  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Madison 
was  elected  to  the  Virginia  assembly  in  1776 
and  in  November,  1777,  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  council  of  state.  He  took 
his  seat  in  the  continental  congress  in 
March,  1780.  He  was  made  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and 
drafted  an  able   memoranda  for  the  use  of 
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the  American  ministers  to  the  French  and 
Spanish  governments,  that  established  the 
claims  of  the  republic  to  the  territories  be- 
tween the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  the 
Mississippi  River.  He  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  ways  and  means  committee  in  1783  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Virginia  legislature  in 
1784-86  he  rendered  important  services  to 
the  state.  Mr.  Madison  represented  Vir- 
giana  in  the  national  constitutional  conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia  in  17S7,  and  was  one  of 
the  chief  framers  of  the  constitution.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  four  congresses, 
17H9-97,  and  gradually  became  identified 
with  the  anti-federalist  or  republican  party 
of  which  he  eventually  became  the  leader. 
He  remained  in  private  life  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Adams,  and  was  secre- 
tary of  state  under  President  Jefferson.  Mr. 
Madison  administered  the  affairs  of  that 
post  with  such  great  ability  that  he  was  the 
natural  successor  of  the  chief  magistrate 
and  was  chosen  president  by  an  electoral 
vote  of  123  to  53.  He  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1809,  at  that  critical  period  in  our 
history  when  the  feelings  of  the  people  were 
embittered  with  those  of  England,  and  his 
first  term  was  passed  in  diplomatic  quarrels, 
which  finally  resulted  in  the  declaration  of 
war,  June  18,  1812.  In  the  autumn  of  that 
year  President  Madison  was  re-elected  by  a 
vote  of  128  to  89,  and  conducted  the  war 
for  three  years  with  varying  success  and 
defeat  in  Canada,  by  glorious  victories  at 
sea,  and  by  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  that 
was  fought  after  the  treaty  of  peace  had 
been  signed  at  Ghent,  December  24,  18 14. 
During  this  war  the  national  capitol  at 
Washington  was  burned,  and  many  valuable 
papers  were  destroyed,  but  the  declaration 
of  independence  was  saved  to  the  country 
by  the  bravery  and  courage  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's illustrious  wife.     A  commercial  treaty 


was  negotiated  with  Great  Britain  in  181  5, 
and  in  April,  1816,  a  national  bank  was  in- 
corporated by  congress.  Mr.  Madison  was 
succeeded,  March  4,  181 7,  by  James  Monroe, 
and  retired  into  private  life  on  his  estate  at 
Montpelier,    where  he  died  June  28,   1836. 


FREDERICK  DOUGLASS,  a  noted 
American  character,  was  a  protege  of 
the  great  abolitionist,  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, by  whom  he  was  aided  in  gaining  his 
education.  Mr.  Douglass  was  born  in  Tuck- 
ahoe  county,  Maryland,  in  February,  18 17, 
his  mother  being  a  negro  woman  and  his 
father  a  white  man.  He  was  born  in  slav- 
ery and  belonged  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Lloyd,  under  which  name  he  went  until  he 
ran  away  from  his  master  and  changed  it  to 
Douglass.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was 
sent  to  Baltimore  where  he  learned  to  read 
and  write,  and  later  his  owner  allowed  hitn 
to  hire  out  his  own  time  for  three  dollars  a 
week  in  a  shipyard.  In  September,  1838, 
he  fled  from  Baltimore  and  made  his  way  to 
New  York,  and  from  thence  went  to  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried and  supported  himself  and  family  by 
working  at  the  wharves  and  in  various  work- 
shops. In  the  summer  of  1841  he  attended 
an  anti-slavery  convention  at  Nantucket, 
and  made  a  speech  which  was  so  well  re- 
ceived that  he  was  offered  the  agency  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anti-slavery  Society.  In  this 
capacity  he  traveled  through  the  New  En- 
gland states,  and  about  the  same  time  he 
published  his  first  book  called  "  Narrative 
of  my  Experience  in  Slavery."  Mr.  Doug- 
lass went  to  England  in  1845  ^"^1  lectured 
on  slavery  to  large  and  enthusiastic  audi- 
ences in  all  the  large  towns  of  the  country, 
and  his  friends  made  up  a  purse  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  purchased  his 
freedom  in  due  form  of  law. 
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Mr.  Douglass  applied  himself  to  the  de- 
livery of  lyceum  lectures  after  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  in  1870  he  became  the  editor 
of  the  "  New  National  Era  "  in  Washington. 
In  1 87 1  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary 
of  the  commission  t^  San  Domingo  and  on 
his  return  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  ter- 
ritorial council  for  the  District  of  Colorado 
by  President  Grant.  He  was  elected  presi- 
dential elector-at-large  for  the  state  of  New 
York  and  was  appointed  to  carry  the  elect- 
oral vote  to  Washington.  He  was  also 
United  States  marshal  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  1876^  and  later  was  recorder 
of  deeds  for  the  same,  from  which  position 
he  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland  in 
1 886.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  visited 
England  to  inform  the  friends  that  he  had 
made  while  there,  of  the  progress  of  the 
colored  race  in  America,  and  on  his  return 
he  was  appointed  minister  to  Hayti,  by 
President  Harrison  in  1889.  His  career  as 
a  benefactor  of  his  race  was  closed  by  his 
death  in  February,   1S95,  near  Washington. 


WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT.— The 
ear  for  rhythm  and  the  talent  for 
graceful  expression  are  the  gifts  of  nature, 
and  they  were  plentifully  endowed  on  the 
above  named  poet.  The  principal  charac- 
teristic of  his  poetry  is  the  thoughtfulness 
and  intellectual  process  by  which  his  ideas 
ripened  in  his  mind,  as  all  his  poems  are 
bright,  clear  and  sweet.  Mr.  Bryant  was 
born  November  3,  1794,  at  Cummington, 
Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
educated  at  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated,  having  entered  it  in  18 10. 
He  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1815 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  after  practicing 
successfully  for  ten  years  at  Plainfield  and 
Great  Barrington,  he  removed  to  New  York 
in    1825.      The    following  year  he  became 


the  editor  of  the  "Evening  Post,"  which 
he  edited  until  his  death,  and  under  his  di- 
rection this  paper  maintained,  through  a 
long  series  of  years,  a  high  standing  by  the 
boldness  of  its  protests  against  slavery  be- 
fore the  war,  by  its  vigorous  support  of  the 
government  during  the  war,  and  by  the 
fidelity  and  ability  of  its  advocacy  of  the 
Democratic  freedom  in  trade.  Mr.  Bry- 
ant visited  Europe  in  1834,  1845,  1849  and 
1S57,  and  presented  to  the  literary  world 
the  fruit  of  his  travels  in  the  series  of  "Let- 
ters of  a  Traveler,"  and  "Letters  from 
Spain  and  Other  Countries."  In  the  world 
of  literature  he  is  known  chiefly  as  a  poet, 
and  here  Mr.  Bryant's  name  is  illustrious, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  contributed 
verses  to  the  "Country  Gazette  "  before  he 
was  ten  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  wrote  "  Thanatopsis,"  the  most  im- 
pressive and  widely  known  of  his  poems. 
The  later  outgrowth  of  his  genius  was  his 
translation  of  Homer's  "Iliad"  in  1870 
and  the  "Odyssey"  in  1871.  He  also 
made  several  speeches  and  addresses  which 
have  been  collected  in  a  comprehensive  vol- 
ume called  "  Orations  and  Addresses."  He 
was  honored  in  many  wajs  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  delighted  to  pay  tributes  of 
respect  to  his  literary  eminence,  the  breadth 
of  his  public  spirit,  the  faithfulness  of  his 
service,  and  the  worth  of  his  private  char- 
acter. Mr.  Bryant  died  in  New  York  City 
June  12,   1878. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SEWARD,  the 
secretary  of  state  during  one  of  the 
most  critical  times  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  and  the  right  hand  man  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  ranks  among  the  greatest 
statesmen  America  has  produced.  Mr. 
Seward  was  born  May  16,  1 801,  at  Florida, 
Orange  county,    New  York,    and  with  such 
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facilities  as  the  place  afforded  he  fitted  him- 
self for  a  college  course.  He  attended 
Union  College  at  Schenectady,  New  York, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  took  his  degree  in 
the  regular  course,  with  signs  of  promise  in 
1820,  after  which  he  diligently  addressed 
himself  to  the  study  of  law  under  competent 
instructors,  and  started  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  1823. 

Mr.  Seward  entered  the  political  arena 
and  in  1828  we  find  him  presiding  over  a 
convention  in  New  York,  its  purpose  being 
the  nomination  of  John  Quincy  Adams  for  a 
second  term.  He  was  married  in  1824  and 
in  1830  was  elected  to  the  state  senate. 
From  1838  to  1842  he  was  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  Mr.  Seward's  next  im- 
portant position  was  that  of  United  States 
senator  from  New  York. 

W.  H.  Seward  was  chosen  by  President 
Lincoln  to  fill  the  important  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  by  his  firmness  and 
diplomacy  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  he  aided 
in  piloting  the  Union  through  that  period  of 
strife,  and  won  an  everlasting  fame.  This 
great  statesman  died  at  Auburn,  New  York, 
October  10,  1872,  in  the  seventy-second 
year  of  his  eventful  life. 


JOSEPH  JEFFERSON,  a  name  as  dear 
as  it  is  familiar  to  the  theater-going 
world  in  America,  suggests  first  of  all  a  fun- 
loving,  drink-loving,  mellow  voiced,  good- 
natured  Dutchman,  and  the  name  of  "Rip 
Van  Winkle  "  suggests  the  pleasant  features 
of  Joe  Jefferson,  so  intimately  are  play  and 
player  associated  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  shed  tears  of 
laughter  and  sympathy  as  a  tribute  to  the 
greatness  of  his  art.  Joseph  Jefferson  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  February  20,  1829. 
His  genius  was  an  inheritance,  if  there  be 
such,     as    his    great-grandfather,     Thomas 


Jefferson,  was  a  manager  and  actor  in  Eng- 
land. His  grandfather,  Joseph  Jefferson, 
was  the  most  popular  comedian  of  the  New 
York  stage  in  his  time,  and  his  father,  Jos- 
eph Jefferson,  the  second,  was  a  good  actor 
also,  but  the  third  Joseph  Jefferson  out- 
shone them  all. 

At  the  age  of  three  years  Joseph  Jeffer- 
son came  on  the  stage  as  the  child  in  "Pi- 
zarro,"  and  his  training  was  upon  the  stage 
from  childhood.  Later  on  he  lived  and 
acted  in  Chicago,  Mobile,  and  Texas.  After 
repeated  misfortunes  he  returned  to  New 
Orleans  from  Texas,  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Charles  Burke,  gave  him  money  to  reach 
Philadelphia,  where  he  joined  the  Burton 
theater  company.  Here  his  genius  soon  as- 
serted itself,  and  his  future  became  promis- 
ing and  brilliant.  His  engagements  through- 
out the  United  States  and  Australia  were 
generally  successful,  and  when  he  went  to 
England  in  1865  Mr.  Boucicault  consented 
to  make  some  important  changes  in  his 
dramatization  of  Irving's  story  of  Rip  Van 
Winkle,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  at  once  placed 
it  in  the  front  rank  as  a  comedy.  He  made 
a  fortune  out  of  it,  and  played  nothing  else 
for  many  years.  In  later  years,  however, 
Mr.  Jefferson  acquitted  himself  of  the  charge 
of  being  a  one-part  actor,  and  the  parts  of 
"Bob  Acres,"  "Caleb  Plummer"  and 
"Golightly  "  all  testify  to  the  versatility  of 
his  genius. 

GEORGE  BRINTON  McCLELLAN, 
a  noted  American  general,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  December  3,  1826.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1846  from  West  Point,  and 
was  breveted  second  lieutenant  of  engineers. 
He  was  with  Scott  in  the  Mexican  war, 
taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  the  final  capture  of  the  Mexi- 
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can  capital,  and  was  breveted  first  lieuten- 
ant and  captain  for  gallantry  displayed  on 
various  occasions.  In  1857  he  resigned  his 
commission  and  accepted  the  position  of 
chief  engineer  in  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad,  and  became  presi- 
dent of  the  St.  Louis  &  Cincinnati  Railroad 
Company.  He  was  commissioned  major- 
general  by  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1861, 
placed  in  command  of  the  department  of 
the  Ohio,  and  organized  the  first  volunteers 
called  for  from  that  state.  In  May  he  was 
appointed  major-general  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  ordered  to  disperse  the 
confederates  overrunning  West  Virginia. 
He  accomplished  this  task  promptly,  and 
received  the  thanks  of  congress.  After  the 
first  disaster  at  Bull  Run  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  department  of  Wash- 
ington, and  a  few  weeks  later  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Upon  retirement 
of  General  Scott  the  command  of  the  en- 
tire United  States  army  devolved  upon  Mc- 
Clellan,  but  he  was  relieved  of  it  within  a 
few  months.  In  March,  1862,  after  elabor- 
ate preparation,  he  moved  upon  Manassas, 
only  to  find  it  deserted  by  the  Confederate 
army,  which  had  been  withdrawn  to  im- 
pregnable defenses  prepared  nearer  Rich- 
mond. He  then  embarked  his  armies  for 
Fortress  Monroe  and  after  a  long  delay  at 
Yorktown,  began  the  disastrous  Peninsular 
campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  being  cooped  up  on  the  James 
River  below  Richmond.  His  forces  were 
then  called  to  the  support  of  General  Pope, 
near  Washington,  and  he  was  left  without  an 
army.  After  Pope's  defeat  McClellan  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  troops  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  capital,  and  after  a  thorough  or- 
ganization he  followed  Lee  into  Maryland 
and  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  South  Moun- 
tain   ensued.     The    delay    which    followed 


caused  general  dissatisfaction,  and  he  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command, and  retired  from  active 
service. 

In  1864  McClellan  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency  by  the  Democrats,  and  over- 
whelmingly defeated  by  Lincoln,  three 
states  only  casting  their  electoral  votes  for 
McClellan.  On  election  day  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  a  few  months  later  went 
to  Europe  where  he  spent  several  years. 
He  wrote  a  number  of  military  text- books 
and  reports.  His  death  occurred  October 
29,  1885. 

SAMUEL  J.  TILDEN.— Among  the  great 
statesmen  whose  names  adorn  the  pages 
of  American  history  may  be  found  that  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Known  as  a 
lawyer  of  highest  ability,  his  greatest  claim 
to  immortality  will  ever  lie  in  his  successful 
battle  against  the  corrupt  rings  of  his  native 
state  and  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of 
official  life. 

Samuel  J.  Tilden  was  born  in  New  Leb- 
anon, New  York,  February  9,  18 14.  He 
pursued  his  academic  studies  at  Yale  Col- 
lege and  the  University  of  New  York,  tak- 
ing the  course  of  law  at  the  latter.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841.  His  rare 
ability  as  a  thinker  and  writer  upon  public 
topics  attracted  the  attention  of  President 
Van  Buren,  of  whose  policy  and  adminis- 
tration he  became  an  active  and  efficient 
champion.  He  made  for  himself  a  high 
place  in  his  profession  and  amassed  quite  a 
fortune  as  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
judgment.  During  the  days  of  his  greatest 
professional  labor  he  was  ever  one  of  the 
leaders  and  trusted  counsellors  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
conventions  to  revise  the  state  constitution, 
both  in  1846  and  1867,  and  served  two 
terms  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  state  leg- 
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islature.  He  was  one  of  the  controlling 
spirits  in  the  overthrow  of  the  notorious 
"  Tweed  ring  "  and  the  reformation  of  the 
government  of  the  city  of  New  York.  In 
1 8/4  he  was  elected  governor  of  the  state 
of  New  York.  While  in  this  position  he 
assailed  corruption  in  high  places,  success- 
fully battling  with  the  iniquitous  "canal 
ring  "  and  crushed  its  sway  over  all  depart- 
ments of  the  government.  Recognizing  his 
character  and  executive  ability  Mr.  Tilden 
was  nominated  for  president  by  the  na- 
tional Democratic  convention  in  1876.  At 
the  election  he  received  a  much  larger  popu- 
lar vote  than  his  opponent,  and  184  uncon- 
tested electoral  votes.  There  being  some 
electoral  votes  contested,  a  commission  ap- 
pointed by  congress  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Republican  electors  and  J\lr.  Hayes,  the  can- 
didate of  that  party  was  declared  elected. 
In  1880,  the  Democratic  party,  feeling  that 
Mr.  Tilden  had  been  lawfully  elected  to  the 
presidency  tendered  the  nomination  for  the 
same  office  to  Mr.  Tilden,  but  he  declined, 
retiring  from  all  public  functions,  owing  to 
failing  health.  He  died  August  4,  1886. 
By  will  he  bequeathed  several  millions  of 
dollars  toward  the  founding  of  public  libra- 
ries in  New  York  City,  Yonkers,  etc. 


NOAH  WEBSTER.— As  a  scholar,  law- 
yer, author  and  journalist,  there  is  no 
one  who  stands  on  a  higher  plane,  or  whose 
reputation  is  better  established  than  the 
honored  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  a  native  of  West  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  was  born  October  17, 
1758.  He  came  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  his  mother  being  a  descendant  of 
Governor  William  Bradford,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth colony.  After  acquiring  a  solid  edu- 
cation in  early  life  Dr.  Webster  entered 
Yale  College,  from  which   he  graduated  in 


1778.  For  a  while  he  taught  school  in 
Hartford,  at  the  same  time  studying  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  178 1.  He 
taught  a  classical  school  at  Goshen,  Orange 
county.  New  York,  in  1782-83,  and  while 
there  prepared  his  spelling  book,  grammar 
and  reader,  which  was  issued  under  the  title 
of  "A  Grammatical  Institute  of  the  English 
Language,"  in  three  parts, — so  successful  a 
work  that  up  to  1876  something  like  forty 
million  of  the  spelling  books  had  been 
sold.  In  1786  he  delivered  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  the  English  language  in  the  seaboard 
cities  and  the  following  year  taught  an 
academy  at  Philadelphia.  From  December 
17,  1787,  until  November,  1788,  he  edited 
the  "American  Magazine,"  a  periodical  that 
proved  unsuccessful.  In  1789-93  he  prac- 
ticed law  in  Hartford  having  in  the  former 
year  married  the  daughter  of  William  Green- 
leaf,  of  Boston.  He  returned  to  New  York 
and  November,  1793,  founded  a  daily  paper, 
the  "Minerva,"  to  which  was  soon  added  a 
semi-weekly  edition  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Herald."  The  former  is  still  in  existence 
under  the  name  of  the  "Commercial  Adver- 
tiser." In  this  paper,  over  the  signature  of 
"Curtius,"  he  published  a  lengthy  and  schol- 
arly defense  of   "John  Jay's  treaty." 

In  1798,  Dr.  Webster  moved  to  New 
Haven  and  in  1807  commenced  the  prepar- 
ation of  his  great  work,  the  "American  Dic- 
tionary of  the  English  Language , "  which 
was  not  completed  and  published  until  1828. 
He  made  his  home  in  Amherst,  Massachu- 
setts, for  the  ten  years  succeeding  18 12,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of 
Amherst  College,  of  which  institution  he  was 
the  first  president  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
During  1824-5  he  resided  in  Europe,  pursu- 
ing his  philological  studies  in  Paris.  He 
completed  his  dictionary  from  the  libraries 
of  Cambridge  University  in  1825,  and  de- 
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voted  his  leisure  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  to  the  revision  of  that  and  his  school 
books. 

Dr.  Webster  was  a  member  of  the  legis- 
latures of  both  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts, was  judge  of  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
former  state  and  was  identified  with  nearly 
all  the  literary  and  scientific  societies  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Amherst  College.  He  died 
in  New  Haven,  May  28,  1843. 

Among  the  more  prominent  works  ema- 
nating from  the  fecund  pen  of  Dr.  Noah 
Webster  besides  those  mentioned  above  are 
the  following:  "Sketches  of  American 
Policy,"  "  Winthrop's  Journal,"  "  A  Brief 
History  of  Epidemics,"  "Rights  of  Neutral 
Nations  in  time  of  War,"  "  A  Philosophical 
and  Practical  Grammar  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage," "Dissertations  on  the  English 
Language,"  "A  Collection  of  Essays," 
"The  Revolution  in  France,"  "Political 
Progress  of  Britain,"  "Origin,  History,  and 
Connection  of  the  Languages  of  Western 
Asia  and  of  Europe  ,"  and  many  others. 


WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON,  the 
great  anti-slavery  pioneer  and  leader, 
was  born  in  Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
December  12,  1804.  He  was  apprenticed 
to  the  printing  business,  and  in  1S28  was  in- 
duced to  take  charge  of  the  "Journal  of  the 
Times"  at  Bennington,  Vermont.  While 
supportmg  John  Quincy  Adams  for  the  presi- 
dency he  took  occasion  in  that  paper  to  give 
expression  of  his  views  on  slavery.  These 
articles  attracted  notice,  and  a  Quaker 
named  Lundy,  editor  of  the  "Genius  of 
Emancipation,"  published  in  Baltimore,  in- 
duced him  to  enter  a  partnership  with  him 
for  the  conduct  of  his  paper.  It  soon 
transpired  that  the  views  of  the  partners 
were  not  in  harmony,  Lundy  favoring  grad- 
ual emancipation,   while    Garrison  favored 


immediate  freedom.  In  1850  Mr.  Garrison 
was  thrown  into  prison  for  libel,  not  being 
able  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  costs. 
In  his  cell  he  wrote  a  number  of  poems 
which  stirred  the  entire  north,  and  a  mer- 
chant, Mr.  Tappan,  of  New  York,  paid  his 
fine  and  liberated  him,  after  seven  weeks  of 
confinement.  He  at  once  began  a  lecture 
tour  of  the  northern  cities,  denouncing 
slavery  as  a  sin  before  God,  and  demanding 
its  immediate  abolition  in  the  name  of  re- 
ligion and  humanity.  He  opposed  the  col- 
onization scheme  of  President  Monroe  and 
other  leaders,  and  declared  the  right  of 
every  slave  to  immediate  freedom. 

In  1 83 1  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Isaac  Knapp,  and  began  the  publication  of 
the  "Liberator"  at  Boston.  The  "imme- 
diate abolition  "  idea  began  to  gather  power 
in  the  north,  while  the  south  became 
alarmed  at  the  bold  utterance  of  this  jour- 
nal. The  mayor  of  Boston  was  besought 
by  southern  influence  to  interfere,  and  upon 
investigation,  reported  upon  the  insignifi- 
cance, obscurity,  and  poverty  of  the  editor 
and  his  staff,  which  report  was  widely 
published  throughout  the  country.  Re- 
wards were  offered  by  the  southern  states 
for  his  arrest  and  conviction.  Later  Garri- 
son brought  from  England,  where  an  eman- 
cipation measure  had  just  been  passed, 
some  of  the  great  advocates  to  work  for  the 
cause  in  this  country.  In  1835  a  mob 
broke  into  his  office,  broke  up  a  meeting  of 
women,  dragged  Garrison  through  the  street 
with  a  rope  around  his  body,  and  his  life 
was  saved  only  by  the  interference  of  the 
police,  who  lodged  him  in  jail.  Garrison 
declined  to  sit  in  the  World's  Anti-Slavery 
convention  at  London  in  1S40,  because 
that  body  had  refused  women  representa- 
tion. He  opposed  the  formation  of  a  po- 
litical party  with  emancipation  as  its  basis. 
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He  favored  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  and 
declared  the  constitution  which  bound  the 
free  states  to  the  slave  states  "  A  covenant 
with  death  and  an  agreement  with  hell." 
In  1843  he  became  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery  society,  which  position  he 
held  until  1865,  when  slavery  was  no  more. 
During  all  this  time  the  "  Liberator  "  had 
continued  to  promulgate  anti-slavery  doc- 
trines, but  in  1865  Garrison  resigned  his 
position,  and  declared  his  work  was  com- 
pleted.     He  died  May  24,  1879. 


JOHN  BROWN  ("Brown  of  Ossawato- 
mie"),  a  noted  character  in  American 
history,  wasbornatTorrington,  Connecticut, 
May  9,  1800.  In  his  childhood  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's 
trade.  He  married  there,  and  in  1855  set- 
tled in  Kansas.  He  lived  at  the  village  of 
Ossawatomie  in  that  state,  and  there  began 
his  fight  against  slavery.  He  advocated  im- 
mediate emancipation,  and  held  that  the 
negroes  of  the  slave  states  merely  waited 
for  a  leader  in  an  insurrection  that  would  re- 
sult in  their  freedom.  He  attended  the 
convention  called  at  Chatham,  Canada,  in 
1859,  and  was  the  leading  spirit  in  organiz- 
ing a  raid  upon  the  United  States  arsenal  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia.  His  plans  were 
well  laid,  and  carried  out  in  great  secrecy. 
He  rented  a  farm  house  near  Harper's  Ferry 
in  the  summer  of  1859,  and  on  October 
1 6th  of  that  year,  with  about  twenty  follow- 
ers, he  surprised  and  captured  the  United 
States  arsenal,  with  all  its  supplies  and 
arms.  To  his  surprise,  the  negroes  did  not 
come  to  his  support,  and  the  next  day  he 
was  attacked  by  the  Virginia  state  militia, 
wounded  and  captured.  He  was  tried  in 
the  courts  of  the  state,  convicted,  and  was 
hanged  at  Charlestown,  December  2,  1859. 
The  raid  and  its   results   had  a  tremendous 


effect,  and  hastened  the  culmination  of  the 
troubles  between  the  north  and  south.  The 
south  had  the  advantage  in  discussing  this 
event,  claiming  that  the  sentiment  which 
inspired  this  act  of  violence  was  shared  by 
the  anti-slavery  element  of  the  country. 


EDWIN  BOOTH  had  no  peer  upon  the 
American  stage  during  his  long  career 
as  a  star  actor.  He  was  the  son  of  a  famous 
actor,  Junius  Brutus  Booth,  and  was  born 
in  1833  at  his  father's  home  at  Belair,  neaf 
Baltimore.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  made  his 
first  appearance  on  the  stage,  at  the  Boston 
Museum,  in  a  minor  part  in  "  Richard  III." 
It  was  while  playing  in  California  in  1851 
that  an  eminent  critic  called  general  atten- 
tion to  the  young  actor's  unusual  talent. 
However,  it  was  not  until  1863,  at  the  great 
Shakspearian  revival  at  the  Winter  Garden 
Theatre,  New  York,  that  the  brilliancy  oi 
his  career  began.  His  Hamlet  held  the 
boards  for  100  nights  in  succession,  and 
from  that  time  forth  Booth's  reputation  was 
established.  In  1868  he  opened  his  own 
theatre  (Booth's  Theater)  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Booth  never  succeeded  as  a  manager, 
however,  but  as  an  actor  he  was  undoubted- 
ly the  most  popular  man  on  the  American 
stage,  and  perhaps  the  most  eminent  one  in 
the  world.  In  England  he  also  won  the 
greatest  applause. 

Mr.  Booth's  work  was  confined  mostly 
to  Shakspearean  roles,  and  his  art  '  was 
characterized  by  intellectual  acuteness, 
fervor,  and  poetic  feeling.  His  Hamlet, 
Richard  II,  Richard  III,  and  Richelieu  gave 
play  to  his  greatest  powers.  In  1865, 
when  his  brother,  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
enacted  his  great  crime,  Edwin  Booth  re- 
solved to  retire  from  the  stage,  but  was  pur- 
suaded  to  reconsider  that  decision.  The 
odium  did   not  in   any  way  attach  to   the 
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great  actor,  and  his  popularity  was  not 
affected.  In  all  his  work  Mr.  Booth  clung 
closely  to  the  legitimate  and  the  traditional 
in  drama,  making  no  experiments,  and  offer- 
ing little  encouragement  to  new  dramatic 
authors.  His  death  occurred  in  New  York, 
June  7,  1894. 


JOSEPH  HOOKER,  a  noted  American 
officer,  was  born  at  Hadley,  Massachu- 
setts, November  13,  18 14.  He  graduated 
from  West  Point  Military  Academy  in  1837, 
and  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  artillery. 
He  served  in  Florida  in  the  Seminole  war, 
and  in  garrison  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Mexican  war.  During  the  latter  he  saw 
service  as  a  staff  officer  and  was  breveted 
captain,  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  for 
gallantry  at  Monterey,  National  Bridge  and 
Chapultepec.  Resigning  his  commission  in 
1833  he  took  up  farming  in  California,  which 
he  followed  until  1861.  During  this  time 
he  acted  as  superintendent  of  military  roads 
in  Oregon.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion Hooker  tendered  his  services  to  the 
government,  and,  May  17,  1861,  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  He 
served  in  the  defence  of  Washington  and  on 
the  lower  Potomac  until  his  appointment  to 
the  command  of  a  division  in  the  Third 
Corps,  in  March,  1862.  For  gallant  con- 
duct at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  in  the 
battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill  he  was  made 
major-general.  At  the  head  of  his  division 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Manassas 
and  Chantilly.  September  6,  1862,  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  First  Corps,  and 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam  acted  with  his  usual  gallantry,  being 
wounded  in  the  latter  engagement.  On  re- 
joining the  army  in  November  he  was  made 
brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army.      On 


General  Burnside  attaining  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  General  Hooker 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  center  grand 
division,  consisting  of  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps.  At  the  head  of  these  gallant  men 
he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, December  13,  1862.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  General  Hooker  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in 
May  following  fought  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania,  owing  to  a  dispute  with  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  Hooker  requested  to  be  re- 
lieved of  his  command,  and  June  28  was 
succeeded  by  George  G.  Meade.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1S63,  General  Hooker  was.  given 
command  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
distinguished  himself  at  the  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  Ring- 
gold. In  the  Atlanta  campaign  he  saw 
almost  daily  service  and  merited  his  well- 
known  nickname  of  "Fighting  Joe."  July 
30,  1864,  at  his  own  request,  he  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command.  He  subsequently 
was  in  command  of  several  military  depart- 
ments in  the  north,  and  in  October,  1868, 
was  retired  with  the  full  rank  of  major-gen- 
eral.     He  died  October  31,   1879. 


JAY  GOULD,  one  of  the  greatest  finan- 
ciers that  the  world  has  ever  produced, 
was  born  May  27,  1836,  at  Roxbury,  Dela- 
ware county.  New  York.  He  spent  his  early 
years  on  his  father's  farm  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  entered  Hobart  Academy,  New 
York,  and  kept  books  for  the  village  black- 
smith. He  acquired  a  taste  for  mathematics 
and  surveying  and  on  leaving  school  found 
employment  in  making  the  surveyor's  map 
of  Ulster  county.  He  surveyed  very  exten- 
sively in  the  state  and  accumulated  five  thou- 
sand dollars  as  the  fruits  of  his  labor.     He 
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was  then  stricken  with  typhoid  fever  but  re- 
covered and  made  the  acquaintance  of  one 
Zadock  Pratt,  who  sent  him  into  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  state  to  locate  a  site  for  a 
tannery.  He  chose  a  fine  hemlock  grove, 
built  a  sawmill  and  blacksmith  shop  and 
was  soon  doing  a  large  lumber  business  with 
Mr.  Pratt.  Mr.  Gould  soon  secured  control 
of  the  entire  plant,  which  he  sold  out  just 
before  the  panic  of  1857  and  in  this  year  he 
became  the  largest  stockholderintheStrouds- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  bank.  Shortly  after  the 
crisis  he  bought  the  bonds  of  the  Rutland 
&  Washington  Railroad  at  ten  cents  on  the 
dollar,  and  put  all  his  money  into  railroad 
securities.  For  a  long  time  he  conducted 
this  road  which  he  consolidated  with  the 
Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  Railroad.  In  1859 
he  removed  to  New  York  and  became  a 
heavy  investor  in  Erie  Railroad  stocks,  en- 
tered that  company  and  was  president  until 
its  reorganization  in  1872.  In  December, 
1880,  Mr.  Gould  was  in  control  of  ten  thou- 
sand miles  of  railroad.  In  1SS7  he  pur- 
chased the  controlling  interest  in  the  St. 
Louis  &  San  Francisco  Railroad  Co.,  and 
was  a  joint  owner  with  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Co.  of  the  western 
portion  of  the  Southern  Pacific  line.  Other 
lines  soon  came  under  his  control,  aggregat- 
ing thousand  of  miles,  and  he  soon  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  world's  greatest  rail- 
road magnates.  He  continued  to  hold  his 
place  as  one  of  the  master  financiers  of  the 
century  until  the  time  of  his  death  which 
occurred  December  2,  1892. 


THOMAS  HART  BENTON,  a  very 
prominent  United  States  senator  and 
statesman,  was  born  at  Hillsborough,  North 
Carolina,  March  14,  1782.  He  removed  to 
Tennessee  in  early  life,  studied  law,  and  be- 
gan   to    practice   at   Nashville  about  18 10. 


During  the  war  of  1812-1815  he  served  as 
colonel  of  a  Tennessee  regiment  under  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson.  In  181 5  he  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  in  1820  was 
chosen  United  States  senator  for  that  state. 
Having  been  re-elected  in  1826,  he  sup- 
ported President  Jackson  in  his  opposition 
to  the  United  States  bank  and  advocated  a 
gold  and  silver  currency,  thus  gaining  the 
name  of  "  Old  Bullion,"  by  which  he  was 
familiarly  known.  For  many  years  he  was 
the  most  prominent  man  in  Missouri,  and 
took  rank  among  the  greatest  statesmen  of 
his  day.  He  was  a  member  of  the  senate 
for  thirty  years  and  opposed  the  extreme 
states'  rights  policy  of  John  C.  Calhoun. 
In  1852  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives in  which  he  opposed  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise.  He  was  op^ 
posed  by  a  powerful  party  of  States'  Rights 
Democrats  in  Missouri,  who  defeated  him  as  a 
candidate  for  governor  of  that  state  in  1856. 
Colonel  Benton  published  a  considerable 
work  in  two  volumes  in  1854-56,  entitled 
"  Thirty  Years'  View,  or  a  History  of  the 
Working  of  the  American  Government  for 
Thirty  Years,  1820-50."  He  died  April  10, 
1858.  

STEPHEN  ARNOLD  DOUGLAS.— One 
of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  politic- 
al circles  during  the  intensely  exciting  days 
that  preceded  the  war,  and  a  leader  of  the 
Union  branch  of  the  Democratic  party  was 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch. 

He  was  born  at  Brandon,  Rutland  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  April  23,  181 3,  of  poor  but 
respectable  parentage.  His  father,  a  prac- 
ticing physician,  died  while  our  subject  was 
but  an  infant,  and  his  mother,  with  two 
small  children  and  but  small  means,  could 
give  him  but  the  rudiments  of  an  education. 
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At  the  age  of  fifteen  young  Douglas  engaged 
at  work  in  the  cabinet  making  business  to 
raise  funds  to  carry  him  through  college. 
After  a  few  years  of  labor  he  was  enabled  to 
pursue  an  academical  course,  first  at  Bran- 
don, and  later  at  Canandaigua,  New  York. 
In  the  latter  place  he  remained  until  1833, 
taking  up  the  study  of  law.  Before  he  was 
twenty,  however,  his  funds  running  low,  he 
abandoned  all  further  attempts  at  educa- 
tion, determining  to  enter  at  once  the  battle 
of  life.  After  some  wanderings  through  the 
western  states  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  where,  after  teaching 
school  for  three  months,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  opened  an  office  in  1834. 
Within  a  year  from  that  time,  so  rapidly  had 
he  risen  in  his  profession,  he  was  chosen 
attorney  general  of  the  state,  and  warmly 
espoused  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
popular  orators  in  Illinois.  It  was  at  this 
time  he  gained  the  name  of  the  "Little 
Giant."  In  1835  he  resigned  the  position 
of  attorney  general  having  been  elected  to 
the  legislature.  In  1841  he  was  chosen 
judge  of  the  supreme  .court  of  Illinois  which 
he  resigned  two  years  later  to  take  a  seat  in 
congress.  It  was  during  this  period  of  his 
life,  while  a  member  of  the  lower  house, 
that  he  established  his  reputation  and  took 
the  side  of  those  who  contended  that  con- 
gress had  no  constitutional  right  to  restrict 
the  extension  of  slavery  further  than  the 
agreement  between  the  states  made  in  1820. 
This,  in  spite  of  his  being  opposed  to  slav- 
ery, and  only  on  grounds  which  he  believed 
to  be  right,  favored  what  was  called  the 
Missouri  compromise.  In  1847  Mr.  Doug- 
las was  chosen  United  States  senator  for 
six  years,  and  greatly  distinguished  himself. 
In  1852  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office. 
During  this  latter   term,   under  his  leader- 


ship, the  "  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  "  was  car- 
ried in  the  senate.  In  1858,  nothwith- 
standing  the  fierce  contest  made  by  his  able 
competitor  for  the  position,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  with  the  administration  of  Bu- 
chanan arrayed  against  him,  Mr.  Douglas 
was  re-elected  senator.  After  the  trouble 
in  the  Charleston  convention,  when  by  the 
withdrawal  of  several  state  delegates  with- 
out a  nomination,  the  Union  Democrats, 
in  convention  at  Baltimore,  in  i860,  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Douglas  as  their  candidate  for 
presidency.  The  results  of  this  election  are 
well  known  and  the  great  events  of  i86i 
coming  on,  Mr.  Douglas  was  spared  their 
full  development,  dying  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
June  3,  1861,  after  a  short  illness.  His 
last  words  to  his  children  were,  ' '  to  obey 
the  laws  and  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States." 


JAMES  MONROE,  fifth  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Virginia,  April  28,  1758.-  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  William  and 
Mary  College,  but  two  years  later  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  having  been 
adopted,  he  left  college  and  hastened  to  New 
York  where  he  joined  Washington's  army  as 
a  military  cadet. 

At  the  battle  of  Trenton  Monroe  per- 
formed gallant  service  and  received  a  wound 
in  the  shoulder,  and  was  promoted  to  a 
captaincy.  He  acted  as  aide  to  Lord  Ster- 
ling at  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  German- 
town  and  Monmouth.  Washington  then 
sent  him  to  Virginia  to  raise  a  new  regiment 
of  which  he  was  to  be  colonel.  The  ex- 
hausted condition  of  Virginia  made  this  im- 
possible, but  he  received  his  commission. 
He  next  entered  the  law  office  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  study  law,  as  there  was  no  open- 
ing  for  him  as  an  officer  in  the  army,     in 
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1782  he  was  elected  to  the  Virginia  assem- 
bly, and  the  next  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
Continental  congress.  Realizing  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  old  articles  of  confederation, 
he  advocated  the  calling  of  a  convention  to 
consider  their  revision,  and  introduced  in 
congress  a  resolution  empowering  congress 
to  regulate  trade,  lay  import  duties,  etc. 
This  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
of  which  he  was  chairman,  and  the  report 
led  to  the  Annapolis  convention,  which 
called  a  general  convention  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia in  1787,  when  the  constitution  was 
drafted.  Mr.  Monroe  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  was 
soon  after  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  ap- 
pointed as  one  of  the  committee  to  pass 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  He 
opposed  it,  as  giving  too  much  power  to  the 
central  government.  He  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  senate  in  1789,  where  he 
allied  himself  with  the  Anti-Federalists  or 
"Republicans,"  as  they  were  sometimes 
called.  Although  his  views  as  to  neutrality 
between  France  and  England  were  directly 
opposed  to  those  of  the  president,  yet  Wash- 
ington appointed  him  minister  to  France. 
His  popularity  in  France  was  so  great  that 
the  antagonism  of  England  and  her  friends 
in  this  country  brought  about  his  recall.  He 
then  became  governor  of  Virginia.  He  was 
sent  as  envoy  to  France  in  1802;  minister 
to  England  in  1803;  and  envoy  to  Spain  in 
1805.  The  next  year  he  returned  to  his 
estate  in  Virginia,  and  with  an  ample  in- 
heritance enjoyed  a  few  years  of  repose.  He 
was  again  called  to  be  governor  of  Virginia, 
and  was  then  appointed  secretary  of  state 
by  President  Madison.  The  war  with  Eng- 
land soon  resulted,  and  when  the  capital 
was  burned  by  the  British,  Mr.  Monroe  be- 
came secretary  of  war  also,  and  planned  the 
measures   for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 


The  treasury  being  exhausted  and  credit 
gone,  he  pledged  his  own  estate,  and  thereby- 
made  possible  the  victory  of  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans. 

In  1 817  Mr.  Monroe  became  president 
of  the  United  States,  having  been  a  candi- 
date of  the  "Republican"  party,  which  at 
that  time  had  begun  to  be  called  the  ' '  Demo- 
cratic "  party.  In  I S20  he  was  re-elected, 
having  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  electoral 
votes  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two. 
His  administration  is  known  as  the  "Era of 
good-feeling,"  and  party  lines  were  almost 
wiped  out.  The  slavery  question  began  to 
assume  importance  at  this  time,  and  the 
Missouri  Compromise  was  passed.  The 
famous  ' '  Monroe  Doctrine  "  originated  in  a 
great  state  paper  of  President  Monroe  upon 
the  rumored  interference  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance to  prevent  the  formation  of  free  repub- 
lics in  South  America.  President  Monroe 
acknowledged  their  independence,  and  pro- 
mulgated his  great  "Doctrine,"  which  has 
been  held  in  reverence  since.  Mr.  Monroe's 
death  occurred  in  New  York  on  July  4,  1831. 


THOMAS  ALVA  EDISON,  the  master 
wizard  of  electrical  science  and  whose 
name  is  synonymous  with  the  subjugation 
of  electricity  to  the  service  of  man,  was 
born  in  1847  at  Milan,  Ohio,  and  it  was  at 
Port  Huron,  Michigan,  whither  his  parents 
had  moved  in  1854,  that  his  self-education 
began — for  he  never  attended  school  for 
more  than  two  months.  He  eagerly  de- 
voured every  book  he  could  lay  his  hands  on 
and  is  said  to  have  read  through  an  encyclo- 
pedia without  missing  a  word.  At  thirteen  he 
began  his  working  life  as  a  trainboy  upon  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  between  Port  Huron 
and  Detroit.  Much  of  his  time  was  now 
spent  in  Detroit,  where  he  found  increased 
facilities  for  reading  at  the    public  libraries. 
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He  was  not  content  to  be  a  newsboy,  so  he 
got  together  three  hundred  pounds  of  type 
and  started  the  issue  of  the  "  Grand  Trunk 
Herald."  It  was  only  a  small  amateur 
weekly,  printed  on  one  side,  the  impression 
being  made  from  the  type  by  hand.  Chemi- 
cal research  was  his  next  undertaking  and 
a  laboratory  was  added  to  his  movable  pub- 
lishing house,  which,  by  the  way,  was  an 
Did  freight  car.  One  day,  however,  as  he 
was  experimenting  with  some  phosphorus, 
it  ignited  and  the  irate  conductor  threw  the 
young  seeker  after  the  truth,  chemicals  and 
all,  from  the  train.  His  office  and  laboratory 
were  then  removed  to  the  cellar  of  his  fa- 
ther's house.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
decided  to  become  an  operator.  He  won 
his  opportunity  by  saving  the  life  of  a  child, 
whose  father  was  an  old  operator,  and  out  of 
gratitude  he  gave  Mr.  Edison  lessons  in  teleg- 
raphy. Five  months  later  he  was  compe- 
tent to  fill  a  position  in  the  railroad  office 
at  Port  Huron.  Hence  he  peregrinated  to 
Stratford,  Ontario,  and  thence  successively 
to  Adrian,  Fort  Wayne,  Indianapolis,  Cin- 
cmnati,  Memphis,  Louisville  and  Boston, 
gradually  becoming  an  expert  operator  and 
gaming  experience  that  enabled  him  to 
evolve  many  ingenious  ideas  for  the  im- 
provement of  telegraphic  appliances.  At 
Memphis  he  constructed  an  automatic  re- 
peater, which  enabled  Louisville  and  New 
Orleans  to  communicate  direct,  and  received 
nothing  more  than  the  .thanks  of  his  em- 
ployers. Mr.  Edison  came  to  New  York  in 
1870  in  search  of  an  opening  more  suitable 
to  his  capabilities  and  ambitions.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  office  of  the  Laws  Gold 
Reporting  Company  when  one  of  the  in- 
struments got  out  of  order,  and  even  the 
inventor  of  the  system  could  not  make  it 
work.  Edison  requested  to  be  allowed  to 
attempt  the  task,  and  in  a   few  minutes  he 


had  overcome  the  difficulty  and  secured  an 
advantageous  engagement.  For  several 
years  he  had  a  contract  with  the  Western 
Union  and  the  Gold  Stock  companies, 
whereby  he  received  a  large  salar}',  besides 
a  special  price  for  all  telegraphic  improve- 
ments he  could  suggest.  Later,  as  the 
head  of  the  Edison  General  Electric  com- 
pany, with  its  numerous  subordinate  organ- 
izations and  connections  all  over  the  civil- 
ized world,  he  became  several  times  a 
millionaire.  Mr.  Edison  invented  the  pho- 
nograph and  kinetograph  which  bear  his 
name,  the  carbon  telephone,  the  tasimeter, 
and  the  duplex  and  quadruplex  systems  of 
telegraphy. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  of  the  Confederate  generals 
during  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  1820,  in 
South  Carolina,  but  was  early  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Alabama  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  his  early  education.  He 
graduated  at  the  United  States  military 
academy  in  1842,  entering  the  army  as 
lieutenant  and  spent  a  few  years  in  the  fron- 
tier service.  When  the  Mexican  war  broke 
out  he  was  called  to  the  front  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  principal  battles  of  that  war 
up  to  the  storming  of  Chapultepec,  where 
he  received  severe  wounds.  For  gallant 
conduct  at  Contreras,  Cherubusco,  and  Mo- 
lino  del  Rey  he  received  the  brevets  of  cap- 
tain and  major.  After  the  close  of  the 
Mexican  war  Longstreet  served  as  adjutant 
and  captain  on  frontier  service  in  Texas  un- 
til 1858  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  staff 
as  paymaster  with  rank  of  major.  In  June, 
1 8$ I,  he  resigned  to  join  the  Confederacy 
and  immediately  went  to  the  front,  com- 
manding a  brigade  at  Bull  Run  the  follow- 
ing month.  Promoted  to  be  major-general 
in    1862  he  thereafter  bore  a  conspicuous 
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part  and  rendered  valuable  service  to  the 
Confederate  cause.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  most  severe  battles  of  the  Civil 
war  including  Bull  Run  (first  and  second), 
Seven  Pines,  Gainsi'  Mill,  Fraziers  Farm, 
Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Frederickburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Chickamauga, 
the  Wilderness,  Petersburg  and  most  of  the 
fighting  about  Richmond. 

When  the  war  closed  General  Long- 
street  accepted  the  result,  renewed  his  alle- 
giance to  the  government,  and  thereafter 
labored  earnestly  to  obliterate  all  traces  of 
war  and  promote  an  era  of  good  feeling  be- 
tween all  sections  of  the  country.  He  took 
up  his  residence  in  New  Orleans,  and  took 
an  active  interest  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  served  as  surveyor  of  that 
port  for  several  years;  was  commissioner  of 
engineers  for  Louisiana,  served  four  years 
as  school  commissioner,  etc.  In  1875  he 
was  appointed  supervisor  of  internal  revenue 
and  settled  in  Georgia.  After  that  time  he 
served  four  years  as  United  States  minister 
to  Turkey,  and  also  for  a  number  of  years 
was  United  States  marshal  of  Georgia,  be- 
sides having  held  other  important  official 
positions. 

JOHN  RUTLEDGE,  the  second  chief- 
justice  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1739. 
He  was  a  son  of  John  Rutledge,  who  had 
left  Ireland  for  America  about  five  years 
prior  to  the  birth  of  our  subject,  and  a 
brother  of  Edward  Rutledge,  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  John  Rut- 
ledge received  his  legal  education  at  the 
Temple,  London,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Charleston  and  soon  won  distinction  at 
the  bar.  He  was  elected  to  the  old  Colonial 
congress  in  1765  to  protest  against  the 
"  Stamp  Act,"  and  was  a   member  of  the 


South  Carolina  convention  of  1774,  and  of 
the  Continental  congress  of  that  and  the 
succeeding  year.  In  1776  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  that  draughted  the  con- 
stitution of  his  state,  and  was  president  of 
the  congress  of  that  state.  He  was  not 
pleased  with  the  state  constitution,  how- 
ever, and  resigned.  In  1779  he  was  again 
chosen  governor  of  the  state,  and  granted 
extraordinary  powers,  and  he  at  once  took 
the  field  to  repel  the  British.  He  joined 
the  army  of  General  Gates  in  1782,  and  the 
same  year  was  elected  to  congress.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention which  framed  our  present  constitu- 
tion. In  1789  he  was  appointed  an  associate 
justice  of  the  first  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States.  He  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  chief-justice  of  his  own  state. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  Judge  Jay^  he  was 
appointed  chief-justice  of  the  United  States 
in  1795.  The  appointment  was  never  con- 
firmed, for,  after  presiding  at  one  session, 
his  mind  became  deranged,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Judge  Ellsworth.  He  died  at 
Charleston,  July  23,  1800. 


RALPH  WALDO  EMERSON  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  literary  men  of  his 
time.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, May  25,  1803.  Hehada  minister  for 
an  ancestor,  either  on  the  paternal  or  ma- 
ternal side,  in  every  generation  for  eight 
generations  back.  His  father.  Rev.  Will- 
iam Emerson,  was  a  native  of  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  born  May  6,  1769,  graduated 
at  Harvard,  in  1789,  became  a  Unitarian 
minister;  was  a  fine  writer  and  one  of  the 
best  orators  of  his  day;  died  in  18 1 1. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  was  fitted  for 
college  at  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1821,  win- 
ning about   this  time  several  prizes  for  es- 
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says.  For  five  years  he  taught  school  in 
Boston;  in  1826  was  licensed  to  preach,  and 
in  1829  was  ordained  as  a  colleague  to  Rev. 
Henry  Ware  of  the  Second  Unitarian  church 
in  Boston.  In  1832  he  resigned,  making 
the  announcement  in  a  sermon  of  his  un- 
ivillingness  longer  to  administer  the  rite  of 
-he  Lord's  Supper,  after  which  he  spent 
about  a  year  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return 
he  began  his  career  as  a  lecturer  before  the 
Boston  Mechanics  Institute,  his  subject  be- 
ing "Water."  His  early  lectures  on  "  Italy" 
and  "Relation  of  Man  to  the  Globe"  also 
attracted  considerable  attention;  as  did  also 
his  biographical  lectures  on  Michael  Angelo, 
Milton,  Luther,  George  Fox,  and  Edmund 
Burke.  After  that  time  he  gave  many 
courses  of  lectures  in  Boston  and  became 
one  of  the  best  known  lecturers  in  America. 
But  very  few  men  have  rendered  such  con- 
tinued service  in  this  field.  He  lectured  for 
forty  successive  seasons  before  the  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  Lyceum  and  also  made  re- 
peated lecturing  tours  in  this  country  and  in 
England.  In  1835  Mr.  Emerson  took  up 
his  residence  at  Concord,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death  which  occurred  April  27,   1882. 

Mr.  Emerson's  literary  work  covered  a 
wide  scope.  He  wrote  and  published  many 
works,  essays  and  poems,  which  rank  high 
among  the  works  of  American  literary  men. 
A  few  of  the  many  which  he  produced  are 
the  following:  "Nature;"  "The  Method 
ofNature;"  "  Man  Thinking;"  "The  Dial;" 
"Essays;"  "Poems;"  "English  Traits;" 
"The  Conduct  of  Life;"  "May-Day  and 
other  Poems  "  and  "  Society  and  Solitude;" 
besides  many  others.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
and  other  kindred  associations. 


ALEXANDER  T.  STEWART,  one  of 
the  famous  merchant  princes  of  New 
York,  was  born  near  the  city  of  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, in  1803,  and  before  he  was  eight  years 
of  age  was  left  an  orphan  without  any  near 
relatives,  save  an  aged  grandfather.  The 
grandfather  being  a  pious  Methodist  wanted 
to  make  a  minister  of  young  Stewart,  and 
accordingly  put  him  in  a  school  with  that 
en<J  in  view  and  he  graduated  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege, in  Dublin.  When  scarcely  twenty 
years  of  age  he  came  to  New  York.  His 
first  employment  was  that  of  a  teacher,  but 
accident  soon  made  him  a  merchant.  En- 
tering into  business  relations  with  an  ex- 
perienced man  of  his  acquaintance  he  soon 
found  himself  with  the  rent  of  a  store  on 
his  hands  and  alone  in  a  new  enterprise. 
Mr.  Stewart's  business  grew  rapidly  in  all 
directions,  but  its  founder  had  executive 
ability  sufficient  for  any  and  all  emergencies, 
and  in  time  his  house  became  one  01  the 
greatest  mercantile  establishments  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  the  name  of  Stewart  famous. 
Mr.  Stewart's  death  occurred  April  10, 
1S76.  

JAMES  FENIMORE  COOPER.  —  In 
speaking  of  this  noted  American  nov- 
elist, William  Cullen  Bryant  said:  "  He 
wrote  for  mankind  at  large,  hence  it  is  that 
he  has  earned  a  fame  wider  than  any  Amer- 
ican author  of  modern  times.  The  crea- 
tions of  his  genius  shall  survive  through 
centuries  to  come,  and  only  perish  with  our 
language."  Another  eminent  writer  (Pres- 
cott)  said  of  Cooper:  "  In  his  productions 
every  American  must  take  an  honest  pride; 
for  surely  no  one  has  succeeded  like  Cooper 
in  the  portraiture  of  American  character,  or 
has  given  such  glowing  and  eminently  truth- 
ful pictures  of  American  scenery." 
1         James  Fenimore  Cooper  was  born  Sep- 
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tember  15,  1789,  at  Burlington,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  was  a  son  of  Judge  William  Cooper. 
About  a  year  after  the  birth  of  our  subject 
the  family  removed  to  Otsego  county.  New 
York,  and  founded  the  town  called  "  Coop- 
erstown. "  James  Fenimore  Cooper  spent 
his  childhood  there  and  in  1802  entered 
Yale  College,  and  four  years  later  became  a 
midshipman  in  the  United  States  navy.  In 
181 1  he  was  married,  quit  the  seafaring  life, 
and  began  devoting  more  or  less  time  to  lit- 
erary pursuits.  His  first  work  was  "Pre- 
caution," a  novel  published  in  1819,  and 
three  years  later  he  produced  "The  Spy,  a 
Tale  of  Neutral  Ground,"  which  met  with 
ffreat  favor  and  was  a  universal  success. 
This  was  followed  by  many  other  works, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  follow- 
ing: "  The  Pioneers,"  "The  Pilot,"  "Last 
of  the  Mohicans,"  "The  Prairie,"  "The 
Red  Rover,"  "The  Manikins,"  "Home- 
ward Bound,"  "Home  as  Found,"  "  History 
of  the  United  States  Navy,"  "The  Path- 
finder," "Wing  and  Wing,"  "Afloat  and 
Ashore,"  "The  Chain-Bearer,"  "Oak- 
Openings,"  etc.  J.  Fenimore  Cooper  died 
at  Cooperstown,  New  York,  September  14, 
1851. 

MARSHALL  FIELD,  one  of  the  mer- 
chant princes  of  America,  ranks  among 
the  most  successful  business  men  of  the  cen- 
tury. He  was  born  in  1835  ^-t  Conway, 
Massachusetts.  He  spent  his  early  life  on 
a  farm  and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  supplementing  this  with  a 
course  at  the  Conway  Academy.  His 
natural  bent  ran  in  the  channels  of  commer- 
cial life,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was 
given  a  position  in  a  store  at  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Field  remained  there 
four  years  and  removed  to  Chicago  in  1856. 
He  began  his  career  in  Chicago  as   a  clerk 


in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  house  of  Cooley, 
Wadsworth  &  Company,  which  later  be- 
came Cooley,  Farwell  &  Company,  and  still 
later  John  V.  Farwell  &  Company.  He 
remained  with  them  four  years  and  exhibit- 
ed marked  ability,  in  recognition  of  which 
he  was  given  a  partnership.  In  1865  Mr. 
Field  and  L.  Z.  Leiter,  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  firm,  withdrew  and  formed 
the  firm  of  Field,  Palmer  &  Leiter,  the 
third  partner  being  Potter  Palmer,  and  they 
continued  in  business  until  1867,  when  Mr. 
Palmer  retired  and  the  firm  became  Field, 
Leiter  &  Company.  They  rap  under  the 
latter  name  until  1881,  when  Mr.  Leiter  re- 
tired and  the  house  has  since  continued  un- 
der the  name  of  Marshall  Field  &  Company. 
The  phenomenal  success  accredited  to  the 
house  is  largely  due  to  the  marked  ability 
of  Mr.  Field,  the  house  had  become  one  of 
the  foremost  in  the  west,  with  an  annual 
sale  of  $8,000,000  in  1870.  The  total  loss 
of  the  firm  during  the  Chicago  fire  was 
$3,500,000  of  which  $2,500,000  was  re- 
covered through  the  insurance  companies. 
It  rapidly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  this 
and  to-day  the  annual  sales  amount  to  over 
$40,000,000.  Mr.  Field's  real  estate  hold- 
ings amounted  to  $10,000,000.  He  was 
one  of  the  heaviest  subscribers  to  the  Bap- 
tist University  fund  although  he  is  a  Presby- 
terian, and  gave  $1,000,000  for  the  endow- 
ment of  the  Field  Columbian  Museum — 
one  of  the  greatest  institutions  of  the  kind 
in  the  world. 

EDGAR  WILSON  NYE,  who  won  an  im- 
mense popularity  under  the  pen  name 
of  "  Bill  Nye,"  was  one  of  the  most  eccen- 
tric humorists  of  his  day.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 25,  1850,  at  Shirley,  Piscataqua  coun- 
ty, Maine,  "at  a  very  early  age"  as  he  ex- 
presses it.      He  took  an  academic  course  ia 


60 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPHi: 


River  Falls,  Wisconsin,  from  whence,  after 
his  graduation,  he  removed  to  Wyoming 
Territory.  He  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1876.  He  began  when 
quite  young  to  contribute  humorous  sketches 
to  the  newspapers,  became  connected  with 
various  western  journals  and  achieved  a 
brilliant  success  as  a  humorist.  Mr.  Nye 
settled  later  in  New  York  City  where  he 
devoted  his  time  to  writing  funny  articles  for 
the  big  newspaper  syndicates.  He  wrote  for 
publication  in  book  form  the  following : 
"Bill  Nye  and  the  Boomerang,"  "The 
Forty  Liars,"  "Baled  Hay,"  "Bill  Nye's 
Blossom  Rock,"  "Remarks,"  etc.  His 
death  occurred  February  21,  1896,  at  Ashe- 
ville.  North  Carolina. 


THOMAS  DE  WITT  TALMAGE,  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  American  preach- 
ers, was  born  January  7,  1832,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  twelve  children.  He  made  his 
preliminary  studies  at  the  grammar  school 
in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  joined  the  church  and  entered 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
graduated  in  May,  1853.  The  exercises 
were  held  in  Niblo's  Garden  and  his  speech 
aroused  the  audience  to  a  high  pitch  of  en- 
thusiasm. At  the  close  of  his  college  duties 
he  imagined  himself  interested  in  the  law 
and  for  three  years  studied  law.  Dr.  Tal- 
mage  then  perceived  his  mistake  and  pre- 
pared himself  for  the  ministry  at  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  Just 
after  his  ordination  the  young  minister  re- 
ceived two  calls,  one  from  Piermont,  New 
York,  and  the  other  from  Belleville,  New 
Jersey.  Dr.  Talmage  accepted  the  latter 
and  for  three  years  filled  that  charge,  when 
he  was  called  to  Syracuse,  New  York.  Here 
it    was   that   his   sermons   first  drew  large 


crowds  of  people  to  his  church,  and  from 
thence  dates  his  popularity.  Afterward  he 
became  the  pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed 
Dutch  church,  of  Philadelphia,  remaining 
seven  years,  during  which  period  he  first 
entered  upon  the  lecture  platform  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  his  future  reputation.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  received  three  calls, 
one  from  Chicago,  one  from  San  Francisco, 
and  one  from  the  Central  Presbyterian 
church  of  Brooklyn,  which  latter  at  that 
time  consisted  of  only  nineteen  members 
with  a  congregation  of  about  thirty-five. 
This  church  offered  him  a  salary  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  and  he  accepted  the  call. 
He  soon  induced  the  trustees  to  sell  the  old 
church  and  build  a  new  one.  They  did  so 
and  erected  the  Brooklyn  Tabernacle,  but 
it  burned  down  shortly  after  it  was  finished. 
By  prompt  sympathy  and  general  liberality 
a  new  church  was  built  and  formally  opened 
in  February,  1874.  It  contained  seats  for 
four  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fifty,  but  if 
necessary  seven  thousand  could  be  accom- 
modated. In  October,  1878,  his  salary  was 
raised  from  seven  thousand  dollars  to  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1889 
the  second  tabernacle  was  destroyed  bj'  fire. 
A  third  tabernacle  was  built  and  it  was  for- 
mally dedicated  on  Easter  Sunday,  1891. 


JOHN  PHILIP  SOUSA,  conceded  as 
being  one  of  the  greatest  band  leaders 
in  the  world,  won  his  fame  while  leader  of 
the  United  States  Marine  Band  at  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia.  He  was  not 
originally  a  band  player  but  was  a  violinist, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  conduc- 
tor of  an  opera  company,  a  profession  which 
he  followed  for  several  years,  until  he  was 
offered  the  leadership  of  the  Marine  Band 
at  Washington.  The  proposition  was  re- 
pugnant to  him  at  first  but  he  accepted  the 
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offer  and  then  ensued  ten  years  of  brilliant 
success  with  that  organization.  When  he 
first  took  the  Marine  Band  he  began  to 
gather  the  national  airs  of  all  the  nations 
that  have  representatives  in  Washington, 
and  compiled  a  comprehensive  volume  in- 
cluding nearly  all  the  national  songs  of  the 
different  nations.  He  composed  a  number 
of  marches,  waltzes  and  two-steps,  promi- 
nent among  which  are  the  "Washington 
Post,"  "Directorate,"  "King  Cotton," 
"High  School  Cadets,"  "Belle  of  Chica- 
go," "Liberty  Bell  March,"  "Manhattan 
Beach,"  "On  Parade  March,"  "  Thunderer 
March,"  "Gladiator  March,"  "  El  Capitan 
March,"  etc.  He  became  a  very  extensive 
composer  of  this  class  of  music. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  sixth  president 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Braintrec,  Massachusetts,  July  ii,  1767, 
the  son  of  John  Adams.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  he  was  sent  to  school  at  Paris,  and 
two  years  later  to  Leyden,  where  he  entered 
that  great  university.  He  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1785,  and  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1788.  He  then  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1791.  His 
practice  brought  no  income  the  first  two 
years,  but  he  won  distinction  in  literary 
fields,  and  was  appointed  minister  to  The 
Hague  in  1794.  He  married  in  1797,  and 
went  as  minister  to  Berlin  the  same  year, 
serving  until  1801,  when  Jefferson  became 
president.  He  was  elected  to  the  senate  in 
1803  by  the  Federalists,  but  was  condemned 
by  that  party  for  advocating  the  Embargo 
Act  and  other  Anti-Federalist  measures.  He 
was  appointed  as  professor  of  rhetoric  at 
Harvard  in  1805,  and  in  1809  was  sent  as 
minister  to  Russia.  He  assisted  in  negotiat- 
ing the  treaty  of  peace  with  England  in 
1814,  and  became  minister  to  that  power 


the  next  year.  He  served  during  Monroe's 
administration  two  terms  as  secretary  of 
state,  during  which  time  party  lines  were 
obliterated,  and  in  1824  four  candidates  for 
president  appeared,  all  of  whom  were  iden- 
tified to  some  extent  with  the  new  "  Demo- 
cratic" party.  Mr.  Adams  received  84  elec- 
toral votes,  Jackson  99,  Crawford  41,  and 
Clay  37.  As  no  candidate  had  a  majority 
of  all  votes,  the  election  went  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  which  elected  Mr.  Adams. 
As  Clay  had  thrown  his  influence  to  Mr. 
Adams,  Clay  became  secretary  of  state,  and 
this  caused  bitter  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Jackson  Democrats,  who  were  joined  by 
Mr.  Crawford  and  his  following,  and  op- 
posed every  measure  of  the  administration. 
In  the  election  of  1S28  Jackson  was  elected 
over  Mr.  Adams  by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  Adams  entered  the  lower  house  of 
congress  in  1830,  elected  from  the  district 
in  which  he  was  born  and  continued  to  rep- 
resent it  for  seventeen  years.  He  was 
known  as  "the old  man  eloquent,"  and  his 
work  in  congress  was  independent  of  party. 
He  opposed  slavery  extension  and  insisted 
upon  presenting  to  congress,  one  at  a  time, 
the  hundreds  of  petitions  against  the  slave 
power.  One  of  these  petitions,  presented  in 
1842,  was  signed  by  forty-five  citizens  of 
Massachusetts,  and  prayed  congress  for  a 
peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union.  His 
enemies  seized  upon  this  as  an  opportunity 
to  crush  their  powerful  foe,  and  in  a  caucus 
meeting  determined  upon  his  expulsion  from 
congress.  Finding  they  would  not  be  able 
to  command  enough  votes  for  this,  they  de- 
cided upon  a  course  that  would  bring  equal 
disgrace.  They  formulated  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  while  he  merited  expulsion, 
the  house  would,  in  great  mercy,  substitute 
its  severest  censure.  When  it  was  read  in  the 
house  the  old  man,  then  in  his  seventy-fifth 
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year,  arose  and  demanded  that  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
be  read  as  his  defense.  It  embraced  the 
famous  sentence,  "that  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  destructive  to  those 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  government, 
etc. ,  etc."  After  eleven  days  of  hard  fight- 
ing his  opponents  were  defeated.  On  Febru- 
ary 21,  1848,  he  rose  to  address  the  speaker 
on  the  Oregon  question,  when  he  suddenly 
fell  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  He  died 
soon  after  in  the  rotunda  of  the  capitol, 
where  he  had  been  conveyed  by  his  col- 
leagues. 

SUSAN  B.  ANTHONY  was  one  of  the 
most  famous  women  of  America.  She 
was  born  at  South  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
February  15,  1820,  the  daughter  of  a 
Quaker.  She  received  a  good  education 
and  became  a  school  teacher,  following  that 
profession  for  fifteen  years  in  New  York. 
Beginning  with  about  1852  she  became  the 
active  leader  of  the  woman's  rights  move- 
ment and  won  a  wide  reputation  for  her 
zeal  and  ability.  She  also  distinguished 
herself  for  her  zeal  and  eloquence  in  the 
temperance  and  anti-slavery  causes,  and 
became  a  conspicuous  figure  during  the  war. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  she  gave  most  of 
her  labors  to  the  cause  of  woman's  suffrage. 


PHILIP  D.  ARMOUR,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  mercantile 
history  of  America,  was  born  May  16,  1832, 
on  a  farm  at  Stockbridge,  Madison  county, 
New  York,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  county.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  farmer  and  worked 
faithfully  and  well,  being  very  ambitious  and 
desiring  to  start  out  for  himself.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  secured  a  release  from  his 


indentures  and  set  out  overland  for  the 
gold  fields  of  California.  After  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work  he  accumulated  a  little 
money  and  then  came  east  and  settled 
in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  He  went  into 
the  grain  receiving  and  warehouse  busi- 
ness and  was  fairly  successful,  and  later  on 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Plankin- 
ton  in  the  pork  packing  line,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  Plankinton  &  Armour.  Mr.  Ar- 
mour made  his  first  great  ' '  deal "  in  selling 
pork  "short"  on  the  New  York  market  in 
the  anticipation  of  the  fall  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  Mr.  Armour  is  said  to  have  made 
through  this  deal  a  million  dollars.  He  then 
established  packing  houses  in  Chicago  and 
Kansas  City,  and  in  1875  he  removed  to 
Chicago.  He  increased  his  business  by  add- 
ing to  it  the  shipment  of  dressed  beef  to 
the  European  markets,  and  many  other  lines 
of  trade  and  manufacturing,  and  it  rapidly 
assumed  vast  proportions,  employing  an 
army  of  men  in  different  lines  of  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Armour  successfully  conducted  a 
great  many  speculative  deals  in  pork  and 
grain  of  immense  proportions  and  also  erected 
many  large  warehouses  for  the  storage  of 
grain.  He  became  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Chicago,  where  he  became 
closely  identified  with  all  enterprises  of  a 
public  nature,  but  his  fame  as  a  great  busi- 
ness man  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
He  founded  the  "Armour  Institute  "  at  Chi- 
cago and  also  contributed  largely  to  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  institutions. 


ROBERT  FULTON.— Although  Fulton 
is  best  known  as  the  inventor  of  -the 
first  successful  steamboat,  yet  his  claims  to 
distinction  do  not  rest  alone  upon  that,  for 
he  was  an  inventor  along  other  lines,  a 
painter  and  an  author.  He  was  born  at 
Little  Britain,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  in  1765,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  there  and  in  New  York  en- 
gaged in  miniature  painting  with  success 
both  from  a  pecuniary  and  artistic  point  of 
view.  With  the  results  of  his  labors  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  for  the  support  of  his  mother. 
He  went  to  London  and  studied  under  the 
great  painter,  Benjamin  West,  and  all 
through  life  retained  his  fondness  for  art 
and  gave  evidence  of  much  ability  in  that 
line.  While  in  England  he  was  brought  in 
contact  with  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  the 
father  of  the  English  canal  system;  Lord 
Stanhope,  an  eminent  mechanician,  and 
James  Watt,  the  inventor  of  the  steam  en- 
gine. Their  influence  turned  his  mind  to  its 
true  field  of  labor,  that  of  mechanical  in- 
vention. Machines  for  flax  spinning, 
marble  sawing,  rope  making,  and  for  remov- 
ing earth  from  excavations,  are  among  his 
earliest  ventures.  His  "Treatise  on  the 
Improvement  of  Canal  Navigation,"  issued 
in  1796,  and  a  series  of  essays  on  canals 
were  soon  followed  by  an  English  patent 
for  canal  improvements.  In  1797  he  went 
to  Paris,  where  he  resided  until  1S06,  and 
there  invented  a  submarine  torpedo  boat  for 
maritime  defense,  but  which  was  rejected 
by  the  governments  of  France,  England  and 
the  United  States.  In  1 803  he  offered  to  con- 
struct for  the  Emperor  Napoleon  a  steam- 
boat that  would  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
plan  of  invading  Great  Britain  then  medi- 
tated by  that  great  captain.  In  pursuance 
he  constructed  his  first  steamboat  on  the 
Seine,  but  it  did  not  prove  a  full  success 
and  the  idea  was  abandoned  by  the  French 
government.  By  the  aid  of  Livingston, 
then  United  States  minister  to  France, 
Fulton  purchased,  in  1806,  an  engine  which 
he  brought  to  this  country.  After  studying 
the  defects  of  his  own  and  other  attempts  in 


this  line  he  built  and  launched  in  1807  the 
Clermont,  the  first  successful  steamboat. 
This  craft  only  attained  a  speed  of  five 
miles  an  hour  while  going  up  North  river. 
His  first  patent  not  fully  covering  his  in- 
vention, Fulton  was  engaged  in  many  law 
suits  for  infringement.  He  constructed 
many  steamboats,  ferryboats,  etc.,  among 
these  being  the  United  States  steamer 
"  Fulton  the  First,"  built  in  18 14,  the  first 
war  steamer  ever  built.  This  craft  never 
attained  any  great  speed  owing  to  some  de- 
fects in  construction  and  accidentally  blew 
up  in  1829.  Fulton  died  in  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  181 5. 


SALMON  PORTLAND  CHASE,  sixth 
chief-justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  American  jurists, 
was  born  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  Jan- 
uary 13,  1808.  At  the  age  of  nine  he  was 
left  in  poverty  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
but  means  were  found  to  educate  him.  He 
was  sent  to  his  uncle,  a  bishop,  who  con- 
ducted an  academy  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  here  young  Chase  worked  on  the  farm 
and  attended  school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  returned  to  his  native  state  and  entered 
Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1 826.  He  then  went  to  Washington, 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  study- 
ing law  under  the  instruction  of  William 
Wirt.  He  waslicensed  to  practice  in  1829, 
and  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  had  a 
hard  struggle  for  several  years  following. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  prepared  notes  on 
the  statutes  of  Ohio,  which,  when  published, 
brought  him  into  prominence  locally.  He 
was  soon  after  appointed  solicitor  of  the 
United  States  Bank.  In  1837  he  appeared 
as  counsel  for  a  fugitive  slave  woman,  Ma- 
tilda, and  sought  by  all  the  powers  of  his 
learning  and  eloquence  to  prevent  her  owner 
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from  reclaiming  her.  He  acted  in  many 
other  cases,  and  devolved  the  trite  expres- 
sion, "Slavery  is  sectional,  freedom  is  na- 
tional." He  was  employed  to  defend  Van 
Zandt  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  1846,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  cases  connected  with  the  great  strug- 
gle against  slavery.  By  this  time  Mr.  Chase 
had  become  the  recognized  leader  of  that 
element  known  as  "  free-soilers."  He  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in  1849, 
and  was  chosen  governor  of  Ohio  in  1855 
and  re-elected  in  1857.  He  was  chosen  to 
the  United  States  senate  from  Ohio  in  1861, 
but  was  made  secretary  of  the  treasury  by 
Lincoln  and  accepted.  He  inaugurated  a 
financial  system  to  replenish  the  e.xhausted 
treasury  and  meet  the  demands  of  the  great- 
est war  in  history  and  at  the  same  time  to 
revive  the  industries  of  the  country.  One 
of  the  measures  which  afterward  called  for 
his  judicial  attention  was  the  issuance  of 
currency  notes  which  were  made  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts.  When  this 
question  came  before  him  as  chief-justice 
of  the  United  States  he  reversed  his  former 
action  and  declared  the  measure  unconstitu- 
tional. The  national  banking  system,  by 
which  all  notes  issued  were  to  be  based  on 
funded  government  bonds  of  equal  or  greater 
amounts,  had  its  direct  origin  with  Mr.  Chase. 
Mr.  Chase  resigned  the  treasury  port- 
folio in  1864,  and  was  appointed  the  same 
year  as  chief-justice  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court.  The  great  questions  that 
came  up  before  him  at  this  crisis  in  the  life 
of  the  nation  were  no  less  than  those  which 
confronted  the  first  chief-justice  at  the  for- 
mation of  our  government.  Reconstruction, 
private,  state  and  national  interests,  the 
constitutionality  of  the  acts  of  congress 
passed  in  times  of  great  excitement,  the 
construction  and  interpretation  to  be  placed 


upon  the  several  amendments  to  the  national 
constitution, — these  were  among  the  vital 
questions  requiring  prompt  decision.  He 
received  a  paralytic  stroke  in  1870,  which 
impaired  his  health,  though  his  mental 
powers  were  not  affected.  He  continued  to 
preside  at  the  opening  terms  for  two  years 
following  and  died  May  7,  1873. 


HARRIET  ELIZABETH  BEECHER 
STOWE,  a  celebrated  American  writ- 
er, was  born  June  14,  1S12,  at  Litchfield, 
Connecticut.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman 
Beecher  and  a  sister  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
two  noted  divines;  was  carefully  educated, 
and  taught  school  for  several  years  at  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  In  1832  Miss  Beecher 
married  Professor  Stowe,  then  of  Lane  Semi- 
nary, Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  afterwards  at 
Bowdoin  College  and  Andover  Seminary. 
Mrs.  Stowe  published  in  1849  "The  May- 
flower, or  sketches  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrims,"  and  in  1851  commenced  in  the 
' '  National  Era  "  of  Washington,  a  serial  story 
which  was  published  separately  in  1852  under 
the  title  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  This 
book  attained  almost  unparalleled  success 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  within  ten  years 
it  had  been  translated  in  almost  every  lan- 
guage of  the  civilized  world.  Mrs.  Stowe  pub- 
lished in  1853  a  "Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin" 
in  which  the  data  that  she  used  was  published 
and  its  truthfulness  was  corroborated.  In 
1853  she  accompanied  her  husband  and 
brother  to  Europe,  and  on  her  return  pub- 
lished ' '  Sunny  Memories  of  Foreign  Lands  " 
in  1854.  Mrs.  Stowe  was  for  some  time 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  ' '  Atlantic  Monthly  " 
and  the  "  Hearth  and  Home,"  for  which 
she  had  written  a  number  of  articles. 
Among  these,  also  published  separately,  are 
' '  Dred,  a  tale  of  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  " 
(later  published  under  the  title  of   "Nina 
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Gordon");  "The  Minister's  Wooing;"  "The 
Pearl  of  Orr's  Island;"  "Agnes  of  Sorrento;" 
"Oldtown  Folks;"  "My  Wife  and  I;"  "Bible 
Heroines,"  and  "A  Dog's  Mission."  Mrs. 
Stowe's  death  occurred  July  i,  1896,  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 


THOMAS  JONATHAN  JACKSON,  bet- 
ter known  as  "Stonewall"  Jackson, 
was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  Confeder- 
ate generals  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a 
soldier  by  nature,  an  incomparable  lieuten- 
ant, sure  to  execute  any  operation  entrusted 
to  him  with  marvellous  precision,  judgment 
and  courage,  and  all  his  individual  cam- 
paigns and  combats  bore  the  stamp  of  a 
masterly  capacity  for  war.  He  was  born 
January  21,  1824,  at  Clarksburg,  Harrison 
county,  West  Virginia.  He  was  early  in 
life  imbued  with  the  desire  to  be  a  soldier 
and  it  is  said  walked  from  the  mountains  of 
Virginia  to  Washington,  secured  the  aid  of 
his  congressman,  and  was  appointed  cadet 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 

1846.  Attached  to  the  army  as  brevet  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  the  First  Artillery,  his  iirst 
service  was  as  a  subaltern  with  Magruder's 
battery  of  light  artillery  in  the  Mexican  war. 
He  participated  at  the  reduction  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  was  noticed  for  gallantry  in  the 
battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras,  Moline 
del  Rey,  Chapultepec,  and  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  receiving  the  brevets  of 
captain  for  conduct  at  Contreras  and  Cher- 
ubusco  and  of  major  at  Chapultepec.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  advanced  by 
regular  promotion   to  be  first  lieutenant  in 

1847.  In  1852,  the  war  having  closed,  he 
resigned  and  became  professor  of  natural 
and  experimental  philosophy  and  artillery 
instructor  at  the  Virginia  State  Military 
Institute  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  where  he 


remained  until  Virginia  declared  for  seces- 
sion, he  becoming  chiefly  noted  for  intense 
religious  sentiment  coupled  with  personal 
eccentricities.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  he  was  made  colonel  and  placed  in 
command  of  a  force  sent  to  sieze  Harper's 
Ferry,  which  he  accomplished  May  3,  1861. 
Relieved  by  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  May 
23,  he  took  command  of  the  brigade  of 
Valley  Virginians,  whom  he  moulded  into 
that  brave  corps,  baptized  at  the  first 
Manassas,  and  ever  after  famous  as  the 
"  Stonewall  Brigade."  After  this  "Stone- 
wall "  Jackson  was  made  a  major-general, 
in  1 86 1,  and  participated  until  his  death  in 
all  the  famous  campaigns  about  Richmond 
and  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  conspicuous  fig- 
ure in  the  memorable  battles  of  that  time. 
May  2,  1863,  at  Chancellorsville,  he  wa? 
wounded  severely  by  his  own  troops,  two 
balls  shattering  his  left  arm  and  another 
passing  through  the  palm  of  his  right  hand. 
The  left  arm  was  amputated,  but  pneumonia 
intervened,  and,  weakened  by  the  great  loss 
of  blood,  he  died  May  10,  1863.  The  more 
his  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  in 
1862  are  studied  the  more  striking  must  the 
merits  of  this  great  soldier  appear. 


TOHN  GREENLEAF  WHITTIER.— 
U  Near  to  the  heart  of  the  people  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  will  ever  lie  the  verses  of 
this,  the  "Quaker  Poet."  The  author  of 
"Barclay  of  Ury,"  "Maud  Muller"  and 
"Barbara  Frietchie,"  always  pure,  fervid 
and  direct,  will  be  remembered  when  many 
a  more  ambitious  writer  has  been  forgotten. 
John  G.  Whittier  was  born  at  Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts,  December  7,  1807,  of 
Quaker  parentage.  He  had  but  a  common- 
school  education  and  passed  his  boyhood 
days  upon  a  farm.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  trade    of    shoemaker.     At    the   age   of 
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eighteen  he  began  to  write  verses  for  the 
'  Haverhill  "'  Gazette."  He  spent  two  years 
after  that  at  the  Haverhill  academy,  after 
which,  in  1829,  he  became  editor  of  the 
"American  Manufacturer,"  at  Boston.  In 
1830  he  succeeded  George  D.  Prentice  as 
editor  of  the  ' '  New  England  Weekly  Re- 
view," but  the  following  j'ear  returned  to 
Haverhill  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1832 
and  in  1836  he  edited  the  "  Gazette."  In 
1835  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature,serving  two  years.  In  1 836  he  became 
secretar}'  of  the  Anti-slavery  Society  of  Phil- 
adelphia. In  1838  and  1S39  he  edited  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Freeman,"  but  in  the  latter 
year  the  office  was  sacked  and  burned  by  a 
mob.  In  1S40  Whittier  settled  at  Ames- 
bury,  Massachusetts.  In  1847  he  became 
corresponding  editor  of  the  "  National  Era," 
an  anti-slavery  paper  published  at  Washing- 
ton, and  contributed  to  its  columns  many  of 
his  anti-slavery  and  other  favorite  lyrics. 
Mr.  Whittier  lived  for  many  years  in  retire- 
ment of  Quaker  simplicity,  publishing  several 
volumes  of  poetry  which  have  raised  him  to 
a  high  place  among  American  authors  and 
brought  to  him  the  love  and  admiration  of 
his  countrymen.  In  the  electoral  colleges 
of  i860  and  1864  Whittier  was  a  member. 
Much  of  his  time  after  1876  was  spent  at 
Oak  Knoll,  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  but 
still  retained  his  residence  at  Amesbury. 
He  never  married.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 7,  1892. 

The  more  prominent  prose  writings  of 
John  G.  Whittier  are  as  follows:  "Legends 
of  New  England,"  "Justice  and  Expediency, 
or  Slavery  Considered  with  a  View  to  Its  Abo- 
lition," "  The  Stranger  in  Lowell,"  "Super- 
naturalism  in  New  England,"  "  Leaves  from 
Margaret  Smith's  Journal,"  "Old  Portraits 
and  Modern  Sketches"  and  "  Literary 
Sketches." 


DAVID  DIXON  PORTER,  illustrious  as 
admiral  of  the  United  States  navy,  and 
famous  as  one  of  the  most  able  naval  offi- 
cers of  America,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
June  8,  1814.  His  father  was  also  a  naval 
officer  of  distinction,  who  left  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  become  commander  of 
the  naval  forces  of  Mexico  during  the  war 
between  that  country  and  Spain,  and 
through  this  fact  David  Dixon  Porter  was 
appointed  a  midshipman  in  the  Mexican 
navy.  Two  years  later  David  D.  Porter 
joined  the  United  States  navy  as  midship- 
man, rose  in  rank  and  eighteen  years  later 
as  a  lieutenant  he  is  found  actively  engaged 
in  all  the  operations  of  our  navy  along  the 
east  coast  of  Mexico.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  Porter,  then  a  commander,  was 
dispatched  in  the  Powhattan  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  Pickens,  Florida.  This  duty  accom- 
plished, he  fitted  out  a  mortar  flotilla  for 
the  reduction  of  the  forts  guarding  the  ap- 
proaches to  New  Orleans,  which  it  was  con- 
sidered of  vital  importance  for  the  govern- 
ment to  get  possession  of.  After  the  fall  of 
New  Orleans  the  mortar  flotilla  was  actively 
engaged  at  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1862  Porter  was  made  a  rear-admiral  and 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  naval  forces 
on  the  western  rivers  above  New  Orleans. 
The  ability  of  the  man  was  now  con- 
spicuously manifested,  not  only  in  the  bat- 
tles in  which  he  was  engaged,  but  also  in 
the  creation  of  a  formidable  fleet  out  of 
river  steamboats,  which  he  covered  with 
such  plating  as  they  would  bear.  In  1864 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Atlantic  coast  to 
command  the  naval  forces  destined  to  oper- 
ate against  the  defences  of  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  and  on  Jan.  15,  1865,  the 
fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  hailed  by  the  country 
as  a  glorious  termination  of  his  arduous  war 
service.      In  1866  he  was  made  vice-admiral 
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and  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Naval 
Academy.  On  the  death  of  Farragut,  in 
1S70,  he  succeeded  that  able  man  as  ad- 
miral of  the  nav}'.  His  death  occurred  at 
Washington,  February  13,  1891. 


NATHANIEL  GREENE  was  one  of  the 
best  known  of  the  distinguished  gen- 
erals who  led  the  Continental  soldiery 
against  the  hosts  of  Great  Britain  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  the  son 
of  Quaker  parents,  and  was  born  at  War- 
wick, Rhode  Island,  May  27,  1742.  In 
youth  he  acquired  a  good  education,  chiefly 
by  his  own  efforts,  as  he  was  a  tireless 
reader.  In  1770  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  of  his  native  state.  The 
news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  stirred 
his  blood,  and  he  offered  his  services  to 
the  government  of  the  colonies,  receiving 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  from  Rhode  Island. 
He  led  them  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  for  thus  violating  the  tenets  of  their 
faith,  he  was  cast  out  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  or  Quakers.  He  soon  won  the  es- 
teem of  General  Washington.     In  August, 

1776,  Congress  promoted  Greene  to  the 
rank  of  major-general,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton  he  led  a  division. 
At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  September  1 1, 

1777,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself,  pro- 
tecting the  retreat  of  the  Continentals  by 
his  firm  stand.  At  the  battle  of  German- 
town,  October  4,  the  same  year,  he  com- 
manded the  left  wing  of  the  army  with 
credit.  In  March,  177S,  he  reluctantly  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  quartermaster-general, 
but  only  with  the  understanding  that  his 
rank  in  the  army  would  not  be  affected  and 
that  in  action  he  should  retain  his  command. 
On  the  bloody  field  of  Monmouth,  June  28, 

1778,  he  commanded  the  right  wing,  as  he 


did  at  the  battle  of  Tiverton  Heights.  He 
was  in  command  of  the  army  in  1780,  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Washington,  and  was 
president  of  the  court-martial  that  tried  and 
condemned  Major  Andre.  After  General 
Gates'  defeat  at  Camden,  North  Carolina,  in 
the  summer  of  1780,  General  Greene  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  southern  army. 
He  sent  out  a  force  under  General  Morgan 
who  defeated  General  Tarleton  at  Cowpens, 
January  17,  1781.  On  joining  his  lieuten- 
ant, in  February,  he  found  himself  out  num- 
bered by  the  British  and  retreated  in  good 
order  to  Virginia,  but  being  reinforced  re- 
turned to  North  Carolina  where  he  fought 
the  battle  of  Guilford,  and  a  few  days  later 
compelled  the  retreat  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 
The  British  were  followed  by  Greene  part 
of  the  way,  when  the  American  army 
marched  into  South  Carolina.  After  vary- 
ing success  he  fought  the  battle  of  Eutaw 
Springs,  Septembers,  17S1.  Forthelatter 
battle  and  its  glorious  consequences,  which 
virtually  closed  the  war  in  the  Carolinas, 
Greene  received  a  medal  from  Congress  and 
many  valuable  grants  of  land  from  the 
colonies  of  North  and  South  CaroHna  and 
Georgia.  On  the  return  of  peace,  after  a 
year  spent  in  Rhode  Island,  General  Greene 
took  up  his  residence  on  his  estate  near 
Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  died  June  19, 
1786.  

EDGAR  ALLEN  POE.— Among  the 
many  great  literary  men  whom  this 
country  has  produced,  there  is  perhaps  no 
name  more  widely  known  than  that  of  Ed- 
gar Allen  Poe.  He  was  born  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  February  19,  1809.  His 
parents  were  David  and  Elizabeth  (Arnold) 
Poe,  both  actors,  the  mother  said  to  have 
been  the  natural  daughter  of  Benedict  Ar- 
nold.    The  parents  died  while   Edgar  was 
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still  a  child  and  he  was  adopted  by  John 
Allen,  a  wealthy  and  influential  resident  of 
Richmond,  Virginia.  Edgar  was  sent  to 
school  at  Stoke,  Newington,  England, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  old;  was  prepared  for  college  by  pri- 
vate tutors,  and  in  1826  entered  the  Virginia 
University  at  Charlottesville.  He  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  scholarship,  but  was  ex- 
pelled within  a  year  for  gambling,  after 
which  for  several  years  he  resided  with  his 
benefactor  at  Richmond.  He  then  went  to 
Baltimore,  and  in  1S29  published  a  71 -page 
pamphlet  called  "  Al  Aaraaf,  Tamerlane 
and  Minor  Poems,"  which,  however,  at- 
tracted no  attention  and  contained  nothing 
of  particular  merit.  In  1S30  he  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  but  was 
expelled  about  a  year  later  for  irregulari- 
ties. Returning  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Allen 
he  remained  for  some  time,  and  finally 
quarrelled  with  his  benefactor  and  enlisted 
as  a  private  soldier  in  the  U.  S.  army,  but 
remained  only  a  short  time.  Soon  after 
this,  in  1833,  Poe  won  several  prizes  for 
literar}'  work,  and  as  a  result  secured  the 
position  of  editor  of  the'  ' '  Southern  Liter- 
ary Messenger,"  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Here  he  married  his  cousin,  Virginia 
Clemm,  who  clung  to  him  with  fond  devo- 
tion through  all  the  many  trials  that  came 
to  them  until  her  death  in  January,  1848. 
Poe  remained  with  the  "Messenger"  for 
several  years,  writing  meanwhile  many 
tales,  reviews,  essays  and  poems.  He  aft- 
erward earned  a  precarious  living  by  his 
pen  in  New  York  for  a  time;  in  1839  be- 
came editor  of  "Burton's  Gentleman's 
Magazine"  ;  in  1840  to  1842  was  editor  of 
"  Graham's  Magazine,"  and  drifted  around 
from  one  place  to  another,  returning  to 
New    York    in    1844.       In    1845    his    best 


known  production,  "The  Raven,"  appeared 
in  the  "Whig  Review,"  and  gained  him  a 
reputation  which  is  now  almost  world-wide. 
He  then  acted  as  editor  and  contributor  on 
various  magazines  and  periodicals  until  the 
death  of  his  faithful  wife  in  1S48.  In  the 
summer  of  1849  he  was  engaged  to  be  mar- 
ried to  a  lady  of  fortune  in  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  day  set  for  the  wedding. 
He  started  for  New  York  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  the  event,  but,  it  is  said,  began 
drinking,  was  attacked  with  dilirium  tre- 
mens in  Baltimore  and  was  removed  to  a 
hospital,  where  he  died,  October  7,  1849. 
The  works  of  Edgar  Allen  Poe  have  been 
repeatedly  published  since  his  death,  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  and  have  attained 
an  immense  popularity. 


HORATIO  GATES,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent figures  in  the  American  war  for 
Independence,  was  not  a  native  of  the  col- 
onies but  was  born  in  England  in  1728.  In 
early  life  he  entered  the  British  army  and 
attained  the  rank  of  major.  At  the  capture 
of  Martinico  he  was  aide  to  General  Monk- 
ton  and  after  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
in  1748,  he  was  among  the  first  troops  that 
landed  at  Halifax.  He  was  with  Braddock 
at  his  defeat  in  1755,  and  was  there  severe- 
ly wounded.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
French  and  Indian  war  Gates  purchased  an 
estate  in  Virginia,  and,  resigning  from  the 
British  army,  settled  down  to  life  as  a 
planter.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
colonies  and  was  made  adjutant-general  of 
the  Continental  forces  with  the  rank  ol 
brigadier-general.  He  accompanied  Wash- 
ington when  he  assumed  the  command  ol 
the  army.  In  June,  1776,  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  army  of  Canada, 
but  was  superseded  in  May  of  the  following 
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year  by  General  Schuyler.  In  August, 
1777,  however,  the  command  of  that  army 
was  restored  to  General  Gates  and  Septem- 
ber 19  he  fought  the  battle  of  Bemis 
Heights.  October  7,  the  same  year,  he 
won  the  battle  of  Stillwater,  or  Saratoga, 
and  October  17  received  the  surrender  of 
General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  the  pivotal 
point  of  the  war.  This  gave  him  a  brilliant 
reputation.  June  13,  1780,  General  Gates 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
southern  military  division,  and  August  16  of 
that  year  suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  at  Camden,  North  Car- 
olina. In  December  following  he  was 
superseded  in  the  command  by  General 
Nathaniel  Greene. 

On  the  signing  of  the  peace  treaty  Gen- 
eral Gates  retired  to  his  plantation  in 
Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  where  he  lived 
until  1790,  when,  emancipating  all  his 
slaves,  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  April   lO,   1806. 


LYMAN  J.  GAGE.— When  President  Mc- 
Kinley  selected  Lyman  J.  Gage  as  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  he  chose  one  of  the 
most  eminent  financiers  of  the  century.  Mr. 
Gage  was  born  June  28,  1836,  at  De  Ruy- 
ter,  Madison  county,  New  York,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  He  went  to  Rome,  New 
York,  with  his  parents  when  he  was  ten 
years  old,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  Rome  Academy.  Mr.  Gage  gradu- 
ated from  the  same,  and  his  first  position 
was  that  of  a  clerk  in  the  post  office.  When 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  detailed 
as  mail  agent  on  the  Rome  &  Watertown 
R.  R.  until  the  postmaster-general  appointed 
regular  agents  for  the  route.  In  1854,  when 
he  was  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  entered 
the  Oneida  Central  Bank  at  Rome  as  a 
junior  clerk  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dol- 


lars per  year.  Being  unable  at  the  end  of 
one  year  and  a  half's  service  to  obtain  an 
increase  in  salary  he  determined  to  seek  a 
wider  field  of  labor.  Mr.  Gage  set  out  in 
the  fall  of  1855  and  arrived  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  October  3,  and  soon  obtained  a 
situation  in  Nathan  Cobb's  lumber  yard  and 
planing  mill.  He  remained  there  three  years 
as  a  bookkeeper,  teamster,  etc.,  and  left  on 
account  of  change  in  the  management.  But 
not  being  able  to  find  anything  else  to  do  he 
accepted  the  position  of  night  watchman  in 
the  place  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  He 
then  became  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Mer- 
chants Saving,  Loan  and  Trust  Company  at 
a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  year. 
He  rapidly  advanced  in  the  service  of  this 
company  and  in  1868  he  was  made  cashier. 
Mr.  Gage  was  next  offered  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  ac- 
cepted the  offer.  He  became  the  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago  Jan- 
uary 24,  1 89 1,  and  in  1897  he  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  His  ability  as  a 
financier  and  the  prominent  part  he  took  in 
the  discussion  of  financial  affairs  while  presi- 
dent of  the  great  Chicago  bank  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 


ANDREW  JACKSON,  the  seventh  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  the  Waxhaw  settlement.  Union  county. 
North  Carolina,  March  15,  1767.  His 
parents  were  Scotch-Irish,  natives  of  Carr- 
ickfergus,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1665 
and  settled  on  Twelve-Mile  creek,  a  trib- 
utary of  the  Catawba.  His  father,  who 
was  a  poor  farm  laborer,  died  shortly  be- 
fore Andrew's  birth,  when  the  mother  re- 
moved to  Waxhaw,  where  some  relatives 
lived.  Andrew's  education  was  very  limited, 
he  showing  no  aptitude  for  study.  In  1780 
when  but  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  and    his 
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brother  Robert  volunteered  lo  serve  in  the 
American  partisan  troops  under  General 
Sumter,  and  witnessed  the  defeat  at  Hang- 
ing Rock.  The  following  year  the  boys 
were  both  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy 
and  endured  brutal  treatment  from  the 
British  officers  while  confined  at  Camden. 
They  both  took  the  small  pox,  when  the 
mother  procured  their  exchange  but  Robert 
died  shortly  after.  The  mother  died  in 
Charleston  of  ship  fever,  the  same  year. 

Young  Jackson,  now  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances, worked  for  about  six  months  in 
a  saddler's  shop,  and  then  turned  school 
master,  although  but  little  fitted  for  the 
position.  He  now  began  to  think  of  a  pro- 
fession and  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina, 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  but  from  all 
accounts  gave  but  little  attention  to  his 
books,  being  one  of  the  most  roistering, 
rollicking  fellows  in  that  town,  indulging  in 
many  of  the  vices  of  his  time.  In  1786  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  1788  re- 
moved to  Nashville,  then  in  North  Carolina, 
with  the  appointment  of  public  prosecutor, 
then  an  office  of  little  honor  or  emolument, 
but  requiring  much  nerve,  for  which  young 
Jackson  was  already  noted.  Two  years 
later,  when  Tennessee  became  a  territory 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  to  the 
position  of  United  States  attorney  for  that 
district.  In  1791  he  married  Mrs.  Rachel 
Robards,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Don- 
elson,  who  was  supposed  at  the  time  to 
have  been  divorced  from  her  former  hus- 
band that  year  by  act  of  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  two  years  later,  on  finding  that 
this  divorce  was  not  legal,  and  a  new  bill  of 
separation  being  granted  by  the  courts  of 
Kentuck}',  they  were  remarried  in  1793. 
This  was  used  as  a  handle  by  his  oppo- 
nents in  the  political  campaign  afterwards. 
Jackson  was  untiring  in  his  eSortsas  United 


States  attorney  and  obtained  much  influence. 
He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1796,  when  Tennessee 
became  a  state  and  was  its  first  represent- 
ative in  congress.  In  1797  he  was  chosen 
United  States  senator,  but  resigned  the  fol- 
lowing j'ear  to  accept  a  seat  on  the  supreme 
court  of  Tennessee  which  he  held  until 
1804.  He  was  elected  major-general  of 
the  militia  of  that  state  in  1801.  In  1804, 
being  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  the  govern- 
orship of  Louisiana,  the  new  territory,  he 
retired  from  public  life  to  the  Hermitage, 
his  plantation.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  in  18 12  he  tendered 
his  services  to  the  government  and  went  to 
New  Orleans  with  the  Tennessee  troops  in 
January,  18 13.  In  March  of  that  year  he 
was  ordered  to  disband  his  troops,  but  later 
marched  against  the  Cherokee  Indians,  de- 
feating them  at  Talladega,  Emuckfaw 
and  Tallapoosa.  Having  now  a  national 
reputation,  he  was  appointed  major-general 
in  the  United  States  army  and  was  sent 
against  the  British  in  Florida.  He  con- 
ducted the  defence  of  Mobile  and  seized 
Pensacola.  He  then  went  with  his  troops 
to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he  gained 
the  famous  victory  of  Januarys,  1815.  In 
1817-18  he  conducted  a  war  against  the 
Seminoles,  and  in  1821  was  made  governor 
of  the  new  territory  of  Florida.  In  1823 
he  was  elected  United  States  senator,  but 
in  1824  Was  the  contestant  with  J.  Q.  Adams 
for  the  presidency.  Four  years  later  he 
was  elected  president,  and  served  two  terms. 
In  1832  he  took  vigorous  action  against  the 
nullifiers  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  next 
year  removed  the  public  money  from  the 
United  States  bank.  During  his  second 
term  the  national  debt  was  extinguished.  At 
the  close  of  his  administration  he  retired  to 
the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8,  1845. 
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ANDREW  CARNEGIE,  the  largest  manu- 
facturer of  pig-iron,  steel  rails  and 
coke  in  the  world,  well  deserves  a  place 
among  America's  celebrated  men.  He  was 
born  November  25,  1835,  at  Dunfermline, 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  father  in  1845,  settling  in  Pittsburg. 
Two  years  later  Mr.  Carnegie  began  his 
business  career  by  attending  a  small  station- 
ary engine.  This  work  did  not  suit  him  and 
he  became  a  telegraph  messenger  with  the 
Atlantic  and  Ohio  Co.,  and  later  he  became 
an  operator,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  read 
telegraphic  signals  by  sound.  Mr.  Carnegie 
was  afterward  sent  to  the  Pittsburg  office 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  as  clerk 
to  the  superintendent  and  manager  of  the 
telegraph  lines.  While  in  this  position  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Woodruff,  the 
inventor  of  the  sleeping-car.  Mr.  Carnegie 
immediately  became  interested  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  company  for  its  con- 
struction after  the  railroad  had  adopted  it, 
and  the  success  of  this  venture  gave  him  the 
nucleus  of  his  wealth.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  superintendency  of  the  Pittsburg 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and 
about  this  time  was  one  of  the  syndicate 
that  purchased  the  Storey  farm  on  Oil  Creek 
which  cost  forty  thousand  dollars  and  in  one 
year  it  yielded  over  one  million  dollars  in 
cash  dividends.  Mr.  Carnegie  later  was  as- 
sociated with  others  in  establishing  a  rolling- 
mill,  and  from  this  has  grown  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  complete  system  of  iron  and 
steel  industries  ever  controlled  by  one  indi- 
vidual, embracing  the  Edgar  Thomson 
Steel  Works;  Pittsburg  Bessemer  Steel 
Works;  Lucy  Furnaces;  Union  Iron  Mills; 
Union  Mill;  Keystone  Bridge  Works;  Hart- 
man  Steel  Works;  Frick  Coke  Co.;  Scotia 
Ore  Mines.  Besides  directing  his  immense 
iron  industries  he  owned  eighteen  English 


newspapers  which  he  ran  in  the  interest  of 
the  Radicals.  He  has  also  devoted  large 
sums  of  money  to  benevolent  and  educational 
purposes.  In  1879  he  erected  commodious 
swimming  baths  for  the  people  of  Dunferm- 
line, Scotland,  and  in  the  following  year 
gave  forty  thousand  dollars  for  a  free  library. 
Mr.  Carnegie  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  1884 
to  found  what  is  now  called  ' '  Carnegie  Lab- 
oratory,"  and  in  1885  gave  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  Pittsburg  for  a  public 
library.  He  also  gave  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a  music  hall  and  library 
in  Allegheny  City  in  1886,  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, for  a  free  library.  He  also  established 
free  libraries  at  Braddock,  Pennsylvania, 
and  other  places  for  the  benefit  of  his  em- 
ployes. He  also  published  the  following 
works,  "An  American  Four-in-hand  in 
Britain;"  "Round  the  World;"  "Trium- 
phant Democracy;  or  Fifty  Years'  March  of 
the  Republic." 


GEORGE  H.  THOMAS,  the  "  Rock  of 
Chickamauga,"  one  of  the  best  known 
commanders  during  the  late  Civil  war,  was 
born  in  Southampton  county,  Virginia,  July 
31,  1 8 16,  his  parents  being  of  Welsh  and 
French  origin  respectively.  In  1836  young 
Thomas  was  appointed  a  cadet  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  at  West  Point,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1840,  and  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  second  lieutenant  in  the  Third 
Artillery.  Shortly  after,  with  his  company, 
he  went  to  Florida,  where  he  served  for  two 
years  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  In 
1 84 1  he  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  for 
gallant  conduct.  He  remained  in  garrison 
in  the  south  and  southwest  until  1845,  at 
which  date  with  the  regiment  he  joined  the 
army  under  General  Taylor,  and  participat- 
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ed  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Brown,  the  storm- 
ing of  Monterey  and  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista.  After  the  latter  event  he  remained 
in  garrison,  now  brevetted  major,  until  the 
close  of  the  Mexican  war.  After  a  year 
spent  in  Florida,  Captain  Thomas  was  or- 
dered to  West  Point,  where  he  served  as  in- 
structor until  1854.  He  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  California.  In  May,  1855,  Thom- 
as was  appointed  major  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry, with  whom  he  spent  five  years  in  Texas. 
Although  a  southern  man,  and  surrounded 
by  brother  officers  who  all  were  afterwards 
in  the  Confederate  service.  Major  Thomas 
never  swerved  from  his  allegiance  to  the 
government.  A.  S.  Johnston  was  the  col- 
onel of  the  regiment,  R.  E.  Lee  the  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, and  W.  J.  Hardee,  senior  ma- 
jor, while  among  the  younger  officers  were 
Hood,  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  Van  Dorn  and  Kirby 
Smith.  When  these  officers  left  the  regi- 
ment to  take  up  arms  for  the  Confederate 
cause  he  remained  with  it,  and  April  17th, 
1 86 1,  crossed  the  Potomac  into  his  native 
state,  at  its  head.  After  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  opening  scenes  of  the  war  on  the  Poto- 
mac and  Shenandoah,  in  August,  1861,  he 
was  promoted  to  be  brigadier-general  and 
transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
January  19-20,  1862,  Thomas  defeated 
Crittenden  at  Mill  Springs,  and  this  brought 
him  into  notice  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  fame.  He  continued  in  command  of  his 
division  until  September  20,  1862,  except 
during  the  Corinth  campaign  when  he  com- 
manded the  right  wing  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  He  was  in  command  of 'the 
latter  at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  also,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1862. 

On  the  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland into  corps,  January  9,  1863,  Gen- 
eral Thomas  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Fourteenth,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 


amauga,  after  the  retreat  of  Rosecrans, 
firmly  held  his  own  against  the  hosts  of  Gen- 
eral Bragg.  A  history  of  his  services  from 
that  on  would  be  a  history  of  the  war  in  the 
southwest.  On  September  27,  1864,  Gen- 
eral Thomas  was  given  command  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  after  organizing  his  army,  de- 
feated General  Hood  in  the  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, December  15  and  16,  1864.  Much 
complaint  was  made  before  this  on  account 
of  what  they  termed  Thomas'  slowness,  and 
he  was  about  to  be  superseded  because  he 
would  not  strike  until  he  got  ready,  but 
when  the  blow  was  struck  General  Grant 
was  the  first  to  place  on  record  this  vindica- 
tion of  Thomas'  judgment.  He  received  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  Congress,  and  from  the 
legislature  of  Tennessee  a  gold  medal.  Af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war  General  Thomas 
had  command  of  several  of  the  military  di- 
visions, and  died  at  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, j\Iarch  28,  1870. 


GEORGE  BANCROFT,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  American  historians,  was  a 
nativeof  Massachusetts,  born  at  Worcester, 
October  3,  1800,  and  a  son  of  Aaron 
Bancroft,  D.  D.  The  father,  Aaron  Ban- 
croft, was  born  at  Reading,  Massachusetts, 
November  10,  1755.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1778,  became  a  minister,  and  for 
half  a  century  was  rated  as  one  of  the  ablest 
preachers  in  New  England.  He  was  also  a 
prolific  writer  and  published  a  number  of 
works  among  which  was  ' '  Life  of  George 
Washington."     Aaron  Bancroft  died  August 

19.  1839- 

The  subject  of  our  present  biography, 
George  Bancroft,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
181 7,  and  the  following  year  entered  the 
University  of  Gottingen,  where  he  studied 
history  and  philology  under  the  most  emi- 
nent teachers,  and  in  1820  received  the  de- 
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gree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  at  Gottingen. 
Upon  his  return  home  he  pubhshed  a  volume 
of  poems,  and  later  a  translation  of  Heeren's 
"  Reflections  on  the  Politics  of  Ancient 
Greece."  In  1S34  he  produced  the  first 
volume  of  his  "  History  of  the  United 
States,"  this  being  followed  by  other  vol- 
umes at  different  intervals  later.  This  was 
his  greatest  work  and  ranks  as  the  highest 
authority,  taking  its  place  among  the  great- 
est of  American  productions. 

George  Bancroft  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  navy  by  President  Polk  in  1845,  but 
resigned  in  1846  and  became  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  England.  In  1849  he  retired 
from  public  life  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  In  1867  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  minister  to  the  court  of 
Berlin  and  negotiated  thetreatyby  which  Ger- 
mans coming  to  the  United  States  were  re- 
leased from  their  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  their  native  land.  In  1871  he  was 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  German  em- 
pire and  served  until  1874.  The  death  of 
George  Bancroft  occurred  Januarj'  17,  1891. 


GEORGE  GORDON  MEADE,  a  fa- 
mous Union  general,  was  born  at 
Cadiz,  Spain,  December  30,  181 5,  his  father 
being  United  States  naval  agent  at  that 
port.  After  receiving  a  good  education  he 
entered  the  West  Point  Military  Academy 
in  1 83 1.  From  here  he  was  graduated 
June  30,  1835,  and  received  the  rank  of 
second  lieutenant  of  artillery.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  Seminole  war,  but  resigned 
from  the  army  in  October,  1836.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  profession  of  civil  engineer, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years,  part  of 
the  time  in  the  service  of  the  government  in 
making  surveys  of  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  His  report  and  results  of  some 
experiments   made  by  him   in  this    service 


gained  Meade  much  credit.  He  alsu  was 
employed  in  surveying  the  boundary  line  of 
Texas  and  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
In  1842  he  was  reappointed  in  the  army  to 
the  position  of  second  lieutenant  of  engineers. 
During  the  Mexican  war  he  served  with  dis- 
tinction on  the  staff  of  General  Taylor  in 
the  battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma 
and  the  storming  of  Monterey.  He  received 
his  brevet  of  first  lieutenant  for  the  latter 
action.  In  185 1  he  was  made  full  first 
lieutenant  in  his  corps;  a  captain  in  1856, 
and  major  soon  after.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  with  Mexico  he  was  employed  in  light- 
house construction  and  in  geodetic  surveys 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
which  he  gained  great  reputation.  In 
August,  1 86 1,  he  was  made  brigadier-general 
of  volunteers  and  placed  in  command  of  the 
second  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
a  division  of  the  First  Corps  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  In  the  campaign  of  1862, 
under  McClellan,  Meade  took  an  active 
part,  being  present  at  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville,  Gaines'  Mill  and  Glendale,  in  the 
latter  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded. 
On  rejoining  his  command  he  was  given  a 
division  and  distinguished  himself  at  its  head 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antie- 
tam.  During  the  latter,  on  the  wounding 
of  General  Hooker,  Meade  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  corps  and  was  himself 
slightly  wounded.  For  servi  ces  he  was 
promoted,  November,  1862,  to  the  rank 
of  major-general  of  volunteers.  On  the 
recovery  of  General  Hooker  General  Meade 
returned  to  his  division  and  in  December, 
1862,  at  Fredericksburg,  led  an  attack 
which  penetrated  Lee's  right  line  and  swept 
to  his  rear.  Being  outnumbered  and  un- 
supported, he  finally  was  driven  back.  The 
same   month    Meade   was   assigned  to  the 
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command  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  in  May,  1863,  his  sagacity  and 
ability  so  struck  General  Hooker  that  when 
the  latter  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  com- 
mand, in  June  of  the  same  year,  he  nomi- 
nated Meade  as  his  successor.  June  28, 
1863,  President  Lincoln  commissioned  Gen- 
eral Meade  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  then  scattered  and  moving 
hastily  through  Pennsylvania  to  the  great 
and  decisive  battlefield  at  Gettysburg,  at 
which  he  was  in  full  command.  With  the 
victory  on  those  July  days  the  name  of 
Meade  will  ever  be  associated.  From  that 
time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  com- 
manded the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In 
1864  General  Grant,  being  placed  at  the 
head  of  all  the  armies,  took  up  his  quarters 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appo- 
matox  Meade's  ability  shone  conspicuously, 
and  his  tact  in  the  delicate  position  in  lead- 
ing his  army  under  the  eye  of  his  superior 
officer  commanded  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  General  Grant.  For  services  Meade  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and 
on  the  close  of  hostilities,  in  July,  1S65, 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Atlantic,  with  headquarters 
at  Philadelphia.  This  post  he  held,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  period  on  detached 
duty  in  Georgia,  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  November  6,  1872. 


DAVID  CROCKETT  was  a  noted  hunter 
and  scout,  and  also  one  of  the  earliest 
of  American  humorists.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1786,  in  Tennessee,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  locality, 
serving  as  representative  in  congress  from 
1827  until  1831.  He  attracted  consider- 
able notice  while  a  member  of  congress  and 
was  closely  associated   with  General  Jack- 


son, of  whom  he  was  a  personal  friend.  He 
went  to  Texas  and  enlisted  in  the  Texan 
army  at  the  time  of  the  revolt  of  Texas 
against  Mexico  and  gained  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  scout.  He  was  one  of  the  famous 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  under  Colonel 
\V.  B.  Travis  who  were  besieged  in  Fort 
Alamo,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas,  by  Gen- 
eral Santa  Anna  with  some  five  thousand 
Mexicans  on  February  23,  1836.  The  fort 
was  defended  for  ten  days,  frequent  assaults 
being  repelled  with  great  slaughter,  over 
one  thousand  Mexicans  being  killed  or 
wounded,  while  not  a  man  in  the  fort  was 
injured.  Finally,  on  March  6,  three  as- 
saults were  made,  and  in  the  hand-to-hand 
fight  that  followed  the  last,  the  Texans  were 
wofully  outnumbered  and  overpowered. 
They  fought  desperately  with  clubbed  mus- 
kets till  onlj'  six  were  left  alive,  including 
W.  B.  Travis,  David  Crockett  and  James 
Bowie.  These  surrendered  under  promise 
of  protection;  but  when  they  were  brought 
before  Santa  Anna  he  ordered  them  all  to 
be  cut  to  pieces. 


HENRY  WATTERSON,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  history  of 
American  journalism,  was  born  at  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia,  February  16, 
1840.  His  boyhood  days  were  mostly  spent 
in  the  city  of  his  birth,  where  his  father, 
Harvey  M.  Watterson,  was  editor  of  the 
"Union,"  a  well  known  journal. 

Owing  to  a  weakness  of  the  eyes,  which 
interfered  with  a  systematic  course  of  study, 
young  Watterson  was  educated  almost  en- 
tirely at  home.  A  successful  college  career 
was  out  of  the  question,  but  he  acquired  a 
good  knowledge  of  music,  literature  and  art 
from  private  tutors,  but  the  most  valuable 
part  of  the  training  he  received  was  by  as- 
sociating with  his  father  and  the  throng  of 
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public  men  whom  he  met  in  Washington 
in  the  stirring  days  immediately  preceding 
the  Civil  war.  He  began  his  journalistic 
career  at  an  early  age  as  dramatic  and 
musical  critic,  and  in  1858,  became  editor 
of  the  "Democratic  Review"  and  at  the 
same  time  contributed  to  the  "States," 
a  journal  of  liberal  opinions  published  in 
Washington.  In  this  he  remained  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the 
"States,"  opposing  the  administration,  was 
suppressed,  and  young  Watterson  removed 
to  Tennessee.  He  ne.\t  appears  as  editor 
of  the  Nashville  "Republican  Banner,"  the 
most  influential  paper  in  the  state  at  that 
time.  After  the  occupation  of  Nashville  by 
the  Federal  troops,  Watterson  served  as  a 
volunteer  staff  officer  in  the  Confederate 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  with  the 
exception  of  a  year  spent  in  editing  the 
Chattanooga  "Rebel."  On  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  Nashville  and  re- 
sumed his  connection  with  the  "Banner." 
After  a  trip  to  Europe  he  assumed  control 
of  the  Louisville  "Journal,"  which  he  soon 
combined  with  the  "Courier"  and  the 
"Democrat"  of  that  place,  founding  the 
"well-known  "Courier-Journal,"  the  first 
number  of  which  appeared  November  8, 
1868.  Mr.  Watterson  also  represented  his 
district  in  congress  for  several  years. 


PATRICK  SARSFIELD  GILMORE, 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  widely 
known  bandmasters  and  musicians  of  the 
last  half  century  in  America,  was  born  in 
Ballygar,  Ireland,  on  Christmas  day,  1829. 
He  attended  a  public  school  until  appren- 
ticed to  a  wholesale  merchant  at  Athlone, 
of  the  brass  band  of  which  town  he  soon 
became  a  member.  His  passion  for  music 
conflicting  with  the  duties  of  a  mercantile 
life,  his  position  as  clerk  was  exchanged  for 


that  of  musical  instructor  to  the  young  sons 
of  his  employer.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
sailed  for  America  and  two  days  after  his 
arrival  in  Boston  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
band  instrument  department  of  a  prominent 
music  house.  In  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lications of  this  house  he  organized  a  minstrel 
company  known  as  "  Ord way's  Eolians," 
with  which  he  first  achieved  success  as  a 
cornet  soloist.  Later  on  he  was  called  the 
best  E-flat  cornetist  in  the  United  States. 
He  became  leader,  successively,  of  the  Suf- 
folk, Boston  Brigade  and  Salem  bands. 
During  his  connection  with  the  latter  he 
inaugurated  the  fatnous  Fourth  of  July  con- 
certs on  Boston  Common,  since  adopted  as 
a  regular  programme  for  the  celebration  of 
Independence  Day.  In  1858  Mr.  Gilmore 
founded  the  organization  famous  thereafter 
as  Gilmore's  Band.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  this  band  was  attached  to  the 
Twenty-Fourth  ,  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
Later,  when  the  economical  policy  of  dis- 
pensing with  music  had  proved  a  mistake, 
Gilmore  was  entrusted  with  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  state  military  bands,  and  upon  his 
arrival  at  New  Orleans  with  his  own  band 
was  made  bandmaster-general  by  General 
Banks.  On  the  inauguration  of  Governor 
Hahn,  later  on,  in  Lafayette  square.  New 
Orleans,  ten  thousand  children,  mostly  of 
Confederate  parents,  rose  to  the  baton  of 
Gilmore  and,  accompanied  by  six  hundred 
instruments,  thirty-six  guns  and  the  united 
fire  of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  sang  the 
Star-Spangled  Banner,  America  and  other 
patriotic  Union  airs.  In  June,  1867,  Mr. 
Gilmore  conceived  a  national  musical  festi- 
val, which  was  denounced  as  a  chimerical 
undertaking,  but  he  succeeded  and  June  15. 
1869,  stepped  upon  the  stage  of  the  Boston 
Colosseum,  a  vast  structure  erected  for  the 
occasion,  and  in  the  presence  of  over  fifty 
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thousand  people  lifted  his  baton  over  an 
orchestra  of  one  thousand  and  a  chorus  of 
ten  thousand.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1872, 
he  opened  a  still  greater  festival  in  Boston, 
when,  in  addition  to  an  orchestra  of  two 
thousand  and  a  chorus  of  twenty  thousand, 
were  present  the  Band  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  of  London,  of  the  Garde  Repub- 
licaine,  of  Paris,  of  Kaiser  Franz,  of  Berlin, 
and  one  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  together  with 
Johann  Strauss,  Franz  Abt  and  many  other 
soloists,  vocal  and  instrumental.  Gilmore's 
death  occurred  September  24,  1892. 


MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  was  the  eighth 
president  of  the  United  States,  1837 
to  1 84 1.  He  was  of  Dutch  extraction,  and 
his  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  He  was 
born  December  5,  1782,  at  Kinderhook, 
New  York.  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  took 
an  active  part  in  political  matters  before  he 
had  attained  his  majority.  He  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  1803  at  his  native 
town,  and  in  1809  he  removed  to  Hudson, 
Columbia  county.  New  York,  where  he 
spent  seven  years  gaining  strength  and  wis- 
dom from  his  contentions  at  the  bar  with 
some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  profession. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate,  and  from  18 15  until  18 19  he  was  at- 
torney-general of  the  state.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  senate  in  18 16,  and  in  18 18 
he  was  one  of  the  famous  clique  of  politi- 
cians known  as  the  "Albany  regency." 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  revision  of  the  state  consti- 
tution, in  1 82 1.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  and 
served  his  term  in  a  manner  that  caused  his 
re-election  to  that  body  in  1827,  but  re- 
signed the  following  year   as  he  had  been 


elected  governor  of  New  York.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  appointed  by  President  Jackson  as 
secretary  of  state  in  March,  1829,  but  resigned 
in  1 83 1,  and  during  the  recess  of  congress 
he  was  appointed  minister  to  England. 
The  senate,  however,  when  it  convened  in 
December  refused  to  ratify  the  appointment. 
In  May,  1832,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democrats  as  their  candidate  for  vice-presi- 
dent on  the  ticket  with  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  he  was  elected  in  the  following  Novem- 
ber. He  received  the  nomination  to  suc- 
ceed President  Jackson  in  1836,  as  the 
Democratic  candidate,  and  in  the  electoral 
college  he  received  one  hundred  and  seventy 
votes  out  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1S37.  His 
administration  was  begun  at  a  time  of  great 
business  depression,  and  unparalled  financial 
distress,  which  caused  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Nearly 
every  bank  in  the  country  was  forced  to 
suspend  specie  payment,  and  no  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  business  houses 
failed  in  New  York  in  one  week.  The 
President  urged  the  adoption  of  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  idea,  which  passed  through 
the  senate  twice  but  each  time  it  was  de- 
feated in  the  house.  However  the  measure 
ultimately  became  a  law  near  the  close  of 
President  Van  Buren's  term  of  office.  An- 
other important  measure  that  was  passed 
was  the  pre-emption  law  that  gave  the  act- 
ual settlers  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
public  lands.  The  question  of  slavery  had 
begun  to  assume  great  preponderance  dur- 
ing this  administration,  and  a  great  conflict 
was  tided  over  by  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion that  prohibited  petitions  or  papers  that 
in  any  way  related  to  slavery  to  be  acted 
upon.  In  the  Democratic  convention  of 
1840  President  Van  Buren  secured  the 
nomination  for   re-election   on   that   ticket 
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without  opposition,  but  in  the  election  he 
only  received  the  votes  of  seven  states, 'his 
opponent,  W.  H.  Harrison,  being  elected 
president.  In  1848  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
the  candidate  of  the  "  Free-Soilers,"  but 
was  unsuccessful.  After  this  he  retired 
from  public  life  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  on  his  estate  at  Kinderhook,  where 
he  died  July  24,  1862. 


'INFIELD  SCOTT,  a  distinguished 
American  general,  was  born  June  13. 
1786,  near  Petersburg,  Dinwiddle  county, 
Virginia,  and  was  educated  at  the  William 
and  Mary  College.  He  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  1808  he  accepted 
an  appointment  as  captain  of  light  artillery, 
and  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans.     In  June, 

18 12,  he  was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  on  application  was  sent  to  the 
frontier,  and  reported  to  General  Smytli, 
near  Buffalo.  He  was  made  adjutant-gen- 
eral with  the  rank  of  a   colonel,  in  March, 

1 8 1 3,  and  the  same  month  attained  the  colo- 
nelcy of  his  regiment.  He  participated  in 
the  principal  battles  of  the  war  and  was 
wounded  many  times,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  voted  a  gold  medal  by  con- 
gress for  his  services.  He  was  a  writer  of 
considerable  merit  on  military  topics,  and 
he  gave  to  the  military  science,  "General 
Regulations  of  the  Army  "  and  "  System  of 
Infantry  and  Rifle  Practice. "  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  war  he 
was  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the 
army.  Gen.  Scott  immediately  assembled 
his  troops  at  Lobos  Island  from  which  he 
moved  by  transports  to  Vera  Cruz,  which 
he  took  March  29,  1847,  and  rapidly  fol- 
lowed up  his  first  success.  He  fought  the 
battles  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  Jalapa,  both  of 
which    he   won,  and    proceeded    to   Pueblo 


where  he  was  preceded  by  Worth's  division 
which  had  taken  the  town  and  waited  for  the 
coming  of  Scott.  The  army  was  forced  to 
wait  here  for  supplies,  and  August  7th, 
General  Scott  started  on  his  victorious 
march  to  the  city  of  Mexico  with  ten  thou- 
sand, seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  men. 
The  battles  of  Contreras,  Cherubusco  and 
San  Antonio  were  fought  August  19-20, 
and  on  the  24th  an  armistice  was  agreed 
upon,  but  as  the  commissioners  could  not 
agree  on  the  terms  of  settlement,  the  fight- 
ing was  renewed  at  Molino  Del  Rey,  and 
the  Heights  of  Chapultepec  were  carried 
by  the  victorious  army  of  General  Scott. 
He  gave  the  enemy  no  respite,  however, 
and  vigorously  followed  up  his  advantages. 
On  September  14,  he  entered  the  City  of 
Mexico  and  dictated  the  terms  of  surrender 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
General  Scott  was  offered  the  presidency  of 
the  Mexican  Republic,  but  declined.  Con- 
gress extended  him  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
ordered  a  gold  medal  be  struck  in  honor  of 
his  generalship  and  bravery.  He  was  can- 
didate for  the  presidency  on  the  Whig  plat- 
form but  was  defeated.  He  was  honored  by 
having  the  title  of  lieutenant-general  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  1 85  5 .  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  war  he  was  too  infirm  to  take  charge 
of  the  army,  but  did  signal  service  in  be- 
half of  the  government.  He  retired  from 
the  service  November  i,  1861,  and  in  1864 
he  published  his  "Autobiography."  Gen- 
eral Scott  died  at  West  Point,  May  29,  1866. 


EDWARD  EVERETT  HALE  for  many 
years  occupied  a  high  place  among  the 
most  honored  of  America's  citizens.  As 
a  preacher  he  ranks  among  the  foremost 
in  the  New  England  states,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral public  he  is  best  known  through  his 
writings.      Born  in  Boston,    Mass.,  April  3, 
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1822,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  New  England  families,  he  enjoyed 
in  his  youth  many  of  the  advantages  denied 
the  majority  of  bo3fs.  He  received  his  pre- 
paratory schooling  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  after  which  he  finished  his  studies  at 
Harvard  where  he  was  graduated  with  high 
honors  in  1839.  Having  studied  •  theology 
at  home,  Mr.  Hale  embraced  the  ministry 
and  in  1846  became  pastor  of  a  Unitarian 
church  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  a  post 
which  he  occupied  about  ten  years.  He 
then,  in  1856,  became  pastor  of  the  South 
Congregational  church  in  Boston,  over  which 
he  presided  many  years. 

Mr.  Hale  also  found  time  to  write  a 
great  many  literary  works  of  a  high  class. 
Among  many  other  well-known  productions 
Df  his  are  "  The  Rosary,"  "  Margaret  Per- 
cival  in  America."  "Sketches  of  Christian 
.iistory,"  "Kansas  and  Nebraska,"  "  Let- 
;ers  on  Irish  Emigration,"  "  Ninety  Days' 
Worth  of  Europe,"  "  If,  Yes,  and  Perhaps," 
"Ingham  Papers,"  "Reformation,"  "Level 
Best  and  Other  Stories, "  ' '  Ups  and  Downs, " 
"Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas  Day,"  "  In 
His  Name,"  "Our  New  Crusade,"  "Work- 
ingmen's  Homes,"  "  Boys'  Heroes,"  etc., 
etc.,  besides  man}'  others  which  might  be 
mentioned.  One  of  his  works,  "  In  His 
Name,"  has  earned  itself  enduring  fame  by 
the  good  deeds  it  has  called  forth.  The 
numerous  associations  known  as  '  'The  King's 
Daughters,"  which  has  accomplished  much 
good,  owe  their  existence  to  the  storj'  men- 
tioned. 

D.WID  GLASCOE  FARRAGUT  stands 
pre-eminent  as  one  of  the  greatest  na- 
val officers  of  the  world.  He  was  born  at 
Campbell's  Station,  East  Tennessee,  July 
5,  1 80 1,  and  entered  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  as  a  midshipman.     He  had  the  good 


fortune  to  serve  under  Captain  David  Por- 
ter, who  commanded  the  "  Essex,"  and  by 
whom  he  was  taught  the  ideas  of  devotion 
to  duty  from  which  he  never  swerved  dur- 
ing all  his  career.  In  1823  Mr.  Farragut 
took  part  in  a  severe  fight,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the 
West  Indies.  He  then  entered  upon  the 
regular  duties  of  his  profession  which  was 
only  broken  into  by  a  year's  residence  with 
Charles  Folsom,  our  consul  at  Tunis,  who 
was  afterwards  a  distinguished  professor  at 
Harvard.  Mr.  Farragut  was  one  of  the  best 
linguists  in  the  navy.  He  had  risen  through 
the  different  grades  of  the  service  until  the 
war  of  1861-65  found  him  a  captain  resid- 
ing at  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  removed  with 
his  family  to  Hastings,  on  the  Hudson,  and 
hastened  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Federal 
government,  and  as  the  capture  of  New 
Orleans  had  been  resolved  upon,  Farragut 
was  chosen  to  command  the  expedition. 
His  force  consisted  of  the  West  Gulf  block- 
ading squadron  and  Porter's  mortar  flotilla. 
In  January,  1862,  he  hoisted  his  pennant  at 
the  mi^zen  peak  of  the  "Hartford"  at 
Hampton  roads,  set  sail  from  thence  on  the 
3rd  of  February  and  reached  Ship  Island  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  on  the  20th  of  April,  in  which 
it  was  decided  that  whatever  was  to  be  done 
must  be  done  quickly.  The  signal  was  made 
from  the  flagship  and  accordingly  the  fleet 
weighed  anchor  at  1:55  on  the  morning  of 
April  24th,  and  at  3:30  the  whole  force  was 
under  way.  The  history  of  this  brilliant  strug- 
gle is  well  known,  and  the  glory  of  it  made  Far- 
ragut a  hero  and  also  made  him  rear  admir- 
al. In  the  summer  of  1 862  he  ran  the  batteries 
at  Vicksburg,  and  on  March  14,  1863,  he 
passed  through  the  fearful  and  destructive 
fire  from  Port  Hudson,  and  opened  up  com- 
munication   with    Flag-officer  Porter,    who 
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had  control  of  the  upper  Mississippi.  On 
May  24th  he  commenced  active  operations 
against  that  fort  in  conjunction  with  the  army 
and  it  fell  on  July  9th.  Mr.  Farragut  filled 
the  measure  of  his  fame  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust, 1864,  by  his  great  victory,  the  capture 
of  Mobile  Bay  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Confederate  fleet,  including  the  formidable 
ram  Tennessee.  For  this  victory  the  rank 
of  admiral  was  given  to  Mr.  Farragut.  He 
died  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Au- 
gust 4,  1870. 

GEORGE  W.  CHILDS,  a  philanthropist 
whose  remarkable  personality  stood 
for  the  best  and  highest  type  of  American 
citizenship,  and  whose  whole  life  was  an 
object  lesson  in  noble  living,  was  born  in 
1829  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  of  humble 
parents,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  unremit- 
ting toil.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  gained  his 
great  wealth  by  his  own  efforts.  He  was  a 
man  of  very  great  influence,  and  this,  in 
conjunction  with  his  wealth,  would  have 
been,  in  the  hands  of  other  men,  a  means  of 
getting  them  political  preferment,  but  Mr. 
Childs  steadily  declined  any  suggestions  that 
would  bring  him  to  figure  prominently  in 
public  affairs.  He  did  not  choose  to  found 
a  financial  dynasty,  but  devoted  all  his 
powers  to  the  helping  of  others,  with  the 
most  enlightened  beneficence  and  broadest 
sympathy.  Mr.  Childs  once  remarked  that 
his  greatest  pleasure  in  life  was  in  doing 
good  to  others.  He  always  despised  mean- 
ness, and  one  of  his  objects  of  life  was  to 
prove  that  a  man  could  be  liberal  and  suc- 
cessful at  the  same  time.  Upon  these  lines 
Mr.  Childs  made  a  name  for  himself  as  the 
director  of  one  of  the  representative  news- 
papers of  America,  "The  Philadelphia  Pub- 
lic   Ledger,"  which    was    owned  jointly  by 


himself  and  the  Drexel  estate,  and  which  he 
edited  for  thirty  years.  He  acquired  con- 
trol of  the  paper  at  a  time  when  it  was  be- 
ing published  at  a  heavy  loss,  set  it  upon  a 
firm  basis  of  prosperity,  and  he  made  it 
more  than  a  money- making  machine — he 
made  it  respected  as  an  exponent  of  the 
best  side  of  journalism,  and  it  stands  as  a 
monument  to  his  sound  judgment  and  up- 
right business  principles.  Mr.  Childs'  char- 
itable repute  brought  him  many  applications 
for  assistance,  and  he  never  refused  to  help 
any  one  that  was  deserving  of  aid;  and  not 
only  did  he  help  those  who  asked,  but  he 
would  by  careful  inquiry  find  those  who 
needed  aid  but  were  too  proud  to  solicit  it. 
He  was  a  considerable  employer  of  labor, 
and  his  liberality  was  almost  unparalleled. 
The  death  of  this  great  and  good  man  oc- 
curred February  3d,   1894. 


PATRICK  HENRY  won  his  way  to  un- 
dying  fame  in  the  annals  of  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States  by  introducing 
into  the  house  of  burgesses  his  famous  reso- 
lution against  the  Stamp  Act,  which  he  car- 
ried through,  after  a  stormy  debate,  by  a 
majority  of  one.  At  this  time  he  exclaimed 
"  Caesar  had  his  Brutus,  Charles  I  his  Crom- 
well and  George  HI "  (here  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  cries  of  "  treason  '')  "may  profit 
by  their  example.  If  this  be  treason  make 
the  most  of  it." 

Patrick  Henry  was  born  at  Studley, 
Hanover  county,  Virginia,  May  29,  1736, 
and  was  a  son  of  Colonel  John  Henry,  a 
magistrate  and  school  teacher  of  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  and  a  nephew  of  Robertson,  the 
historian.  He  received  his  education  from 
his  father,  and  was  married  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  He  was  twice  bankrupted  before 
he  had  reached  his  twenty-fourth  year,  when 
after  six  weeks  of  study  he  was  admitted  to 
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the  bar.  He  worked  for  three  years  with- 
out a  case  and  finally  was  applauded  for  his 
plea  tor  the  people's  rights  and  gained  im- 
mense popularity.  After  his  famous  Stamp 
Act  resolution  he  was  the  leader  of  the  pa- 
triots in  Virginia.  In  1769  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  general  courts  and  speed- 
ily won  a  fortune  by  his  distinguished  ability 
as  a  speaker.  He  was  the  first  speaker  of 
the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia  in 
1774.  He  was  for  a  time  a  colonel  of 
militia  in  1775,  and  from  1776  to  1779  and 
1 78 1  to  1786  he  was  governor  of  Virginia. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  retired  from  pub- 
lic life  and  was  tendered  and  declined  a 
number  of  important  political  offices,  and  in 
March,  17S9,  he  was  elected  state  senator 
but  aid  not  take  his  seat  on  account  of  his 
death  which  occurred  at  Red  Hill,  Charlotte 
county,  Virginia,  June  6,   1799. 


BENEDICT  ARNOLD,  an  American 
general  and  traitor  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  is  one  of  the  noted  characters  in 
American  history.  He  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut,  January  3,  1740.  He 
ran  away  and  enlisted  in  the  army  when 
young,  but  deserted  in  a  short  time.  He 
then  became  a  merchant  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  but  failed.  In  1775  he  was 
commissioned  colonel  in  the  Massachusetts 
militia,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  was 
placed  in  command  of  one  thousand  men 
for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  He  marched 
his  army  through  the  forests  of  Maine  and 
joined  General  Montgomery  before  Quebec. 
Their  combined  forces  attacked  that  city  on 
December  31,  1775,  and  Montgomery  was 
killed,  and  Arnold,  severely  wounded,  was 
compelled  to  retreat  and  endure  a  rigorous 
winter  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  where  they 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  Canadian  troops 
bad  they  cared  to  attack  them.      On  his  re- 


turn he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general.  He  was  given  command  of  a  small 
flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  with  which  he 
encountered  an  immense  force,  and  though 
defeated,  performed  many  deeds  of  valor. 
He  resented  the  action  of  congress  in  pro- 
moting a  number  of  his  fellow  officers  and 
neglecting  himself.  In  1777  he  was  made 
major-general,  and  under  General  Gates  at 
Bemis  Heights  fought  valiantly.  For  some 
reason  General  Gates  found  fault  with  his 
conduct  and  ordered  him  under  arrest,  and 
he  was  kept  in  his  tent  until  the  battle  of 
Stillwater  was  waxing  hot,  when  Arnold 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to  the  front  of 
his  old  troop,  gave  command  to  charge,  and 
rode  like  a  mad  man  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fight  and  was  not  overtaken  by  Gates' 
courier  until  he  had  routed  the  enemy  and 
fell  wounded.  Upon  his  recovery  he  was 
made  general,  and  was  placed  in  command 
at  Philadelphia.  Here  he  married,  and  his 
acts  of  rapacity  soon  resulted  in  a  court- 
martial.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  repri- 
manded by  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
though  Washington  performed  this  duty 
with  utmost  delicacy  and  consideration,  it 
was  never  forgiven.  Arnold  obtained  com- 
mand at  West  Point,  the  most  important 
post  held  by  the  Americans,  in  17S0,  and 
immediately  offered  to  surrender  it  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  British  commander  at  New 
York.  Major  Andre  was  sent  to  arrange 
details  with  Arnold,  but  on  his  return  trip 
to  New  York  he  was  captured  by  Americans, 
the  plot  was  detected,  and  Andre  suffered 
the  death  penalty  as  a  spy.  Arnold  es- 
caped, and  was  paid  about  $40,000  by  the 
British  for  his  treason  and  was  made  briga- 
dier-general. He  afterward  commanded  an 
expedition  that  plundered  a  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  another  that  burned  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  and  captured  Fort  Trum- 
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bull,  the  commandant  of  which  Arnold  mur- 
dered with  the  sword  he  had  just  surren- 
dered. He  passed  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
in  England,  universally  despised,  and  died 
in  London  June  14,  1801. 


ROBERT  G.  INGERSOLL,  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  orators  that  America  has 
produced,  also  a  lawyer  of  considerable 
merit,  won  most  of  his  fame  as  a  lecturer. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  was  born  August  24,  1833, 
at  Dryden,  Gates  county,  New  York,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  went  west  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  for 
a  short  time  he  attended  an  academy  in 
Tennessee,  and  also  taught  school  in  that 
state.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  the 
southern  part  of  Illinois  in  1854.  Colonel 
Ingersoll's  principal  fame  was  made  in 
the  lecture  room  by  his  lectures  in  which  he 
ridiculed  religious  faith  and  creeds  and  criti- 
cised the  Bible  and  the  Christian  religion. 
He  was  the  orator  of  the  day  in  the  Decora- 
tion Day  celebration  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  1882  and  his  oration  was  widely  com- 
mended. He  first  attracted  political  notice 
in  the  convention  at  Cincinnati  in  1876  by 
his  brilliant  eulogy  on  James  G.  Blaine.  He 
practiced  law  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  later  located  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  He  published  the  follow- 
ing: "The  Gods  and  other  Lectures;"  "The 
Ghosts;"  "Some  Mistakes  of  Moses;" 
"What  Shall  I  Do  To  Be  Saved;"  "Inter- 
views on  Talmage  and  Presbyterian  Cate- 
chism ;"  The  "North  American  Review 
Controversy;"  "Prose  Poems;"  "  A  Vision 
of  War;"  etc. 


JOSEPH  ECCLESTON  JOHNSTON, 
a  noted  general  in  the  Confederate  army, 
was  born  in  Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia, 
in  1807.      He  graduated   from  West  Point 


and  entered  the  army  in  1829.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  his  chief  service  was  garrison 
duty.  He  saw  active  service,  however,  in 
the  Seminole  war  in  Florida,  part  of  the 
time  as  a  staff  officer  of  General  Scott.  He 
resigned  his  commission  in  1837,  but  re- 
turned to  the  army  a  year  later,  and  was 
brevetted  captain  for  gallant  services  in 
Florida.  He  was  made  first  lieutenant  of 
topographical  engineers,  and  was  engaged 
in  river  and  harbor  improvements  and  also 
in  the  survey  of  the  Te.xas  boundary  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  United 
States  until  the  beginning  of  the  war 
with  Mexico.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  was 
wounded  while  reconnoitering  the  enemy's 
position,  after  which  he  was  brevetted  major 
and  colonel.  He  was  in  all  the  battles  about 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  was  again  wounded 
in  the  final  assault  upon  that  city.  After 
the  Mexican  war  closed  he  returned  to  duty 
as  captain  of  topographical  engineers,  but 
in  1855  he  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of 
cavalry  and  did  frontier  duty,  and  was  ap- 
pointed inspector-general  of  the  expedition 
to  Utah.  In  i860  he  was  appointed  quar- 
termaster-general with  rank  of  brigadier- 
general.  At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in 
1 86 1  he  resigned  his  commission  and  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  major-general  of 
the  Confederate  army.  He  held  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  later  fought  General  Patterson 
about  Winchester.  At  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  he  declined  command  in  favor  of  Beau- 
regard, and  acted  under  that  general's  direc- 
tions. He  commanded  the  Confederates  in 
the  famous  Peninsular  campaign,  and  was 
severely  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks  and  was 
succeeded  in  command  by  General  Lee. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  was  made  lieutenant- 
general  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
southwestern  department.      He    attempted 
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to  raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was 
finall}'  defeated  at  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
Having  been  made  a  general  he  succeeded 
General  Bragg  in  command  of  the  army  of 
Tennessee  and  was  ordered  to  check  General 
Sherman's  advance  upon  Atlanta.  Not 
daring  to  risk  a  battle  with  the  overwhelm- 
ing forces  of  Sherman,  he  slowly  retreated 
toward  Atlanta,  and  was  relieved  of  com- 
mand by  President  Davis  and  succeeded  by 
General  Hood.  Hood  utterly  destroyed  his 
own  army  by  three  furious  attacks  upon 
Sherman.  Johnston  was  restored  to  com- 
mand in  the  Carolinas,  and  again  faced 
Sherman,  but  was  defeated  in  several  en- 
gagements and  continued  a  slow  retreat 
toward  Richmond.  Hearing  of  Lee's  sur- 
render, he  communicated  with  General 
Sherman,  and  finally  surrendered  his  army 
at  Durham,  North  Carolina,  April  26,  1865. 
General  Johnston  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  forty-sixth  congress  and  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  railroad  commis- 
sioner in  1885.  His  death  occurred  March 
21,  1 891. 

SAMUEL  LANGHORNE  CLEMENS, 
known  throughout  the  civilized  world 
as  "Mark  Twain,"  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  greatest  humorists  America  has  pro- 
duced. He  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
Missouri,  November  30,  1835.  Hespenthis 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  state  and  many 
of  his  earlier  experiences  are  related  in  vari- 
ous forms  in  his  later  writings.  One  of  his 
early  acquaintances,  Capt.  Isaiah  Sellers, 
at  an  early  day  furnished  river  news  for  the 
New  Orleans  "  Picayune ,"  using  the  noni- 
de-phnne  of  "Mark  Twain."  Sellers  died 
in  1863  and  Clemens  took  up  his  nom-de- 
phime  and  made  it  famous  throughout  the 
world  by  his  literary  work.  In  1862  Mr. 
Clemens  became  a  journalist   at   Virginia, 


Nevada,  and  afterward  followed  the  same  pro- 
fession at  San  Francisco  and  Buffalo,  New 
York.  He  accumulated  a  fortune  from  the 
sale  of  his  many  publications,  but  in  later 
years  engaged  in  business  enterprises,  partic- 
ularly the  manufacture  of  a  tj'pesetting  ma- 
chine, which  dissipated  his  fortune  and  re- 
duced him  almost  to  poverty,  but  with  resolute 
heart  he  at  once  again  took  up  his  pen  and 
engaged  in  literary  work  in  the  effort  to 
regain  his  lost  ground.  Among  the  best 
known  of  his  works  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing: "The  Jumping  Frog, "  "Tom  Saw- 
yer," "  Roughing  it,"  "  Innocents  Abroad," 
"Huckleberry  Finn,"  "Gilded  Age," 
"Prince  and  Pauper,"  "Million  Pound 
Bank  Note,"  "A  Yankee  in  King  Arthur's 
Court,"  etc. 

CHRISTOPHER  CARSON.  better 
known  as  "Kit  Carson  ;"  was  an  Amer- 
ican trapper  and  scout  who  gained  a  wide 
reputation  for  his  frontier  work.  He  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  born  December  24th, 
1809.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  devel- 
oping a  natural  inclination  for  adventure  in 
the  pioneer  experiences  in  his  native  state. 
When  yet  a  young  man  he  became  quite 
well  known  on  the  frontier.  He  served  as 
a  guide  to  Gen.  Fremont  in  his  Rocky 
Mountain  explorations  and  enlisted  in  the 
army.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  service  in  both  the  Mexican  war  and 
the  great  Civil  war,  and  in  the  latter  received 
a  brevet  of  brigadier-general  for  meritorious 
service.  His  death  occurred  May  23, 
1868. 

JOHN  SHERMAN.— Statesman,  politi- 
cian, cabinet  officer  and  senator,  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  who  heads  this  sketch  is  al- 
most a  household  word  throughout  this 
country.     Identified  with  some  of  the  most 
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important  measures  adopted  by  our  Govern- 
ment since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  he  may 
well  be  called  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
day. 

John  Sherman  was  born  at  Lancaster, 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  May  loth,  1823, 
the  son  of  Charles  R.  Sherman,  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  and  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Ohio  and  who  died  in  1829.  The  subject 
of  this  article  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844. 
In  the  Whig  conventions  of  1844  and  1848 
he  sat  as  a  delegate.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  National  house  of  representatives, 
from  1855  to  1 86 1.  In  i860  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  position  but  was  chosen 
United  States  senator  before  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  lower  house.  He  was  re-elected 
senator  in  1866  and  1872  and  was  long 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  and 
on  agriculture.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  debates  on  finance  and  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
reconstruction  measures  in  1866  and  1867, 
and  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury March  7th,   1877. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  re-elected  United  States 
senator  from  Ohio  January  i8th,  1881,  and 
again  in  1886  and  1892,  during  which  time 
he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  both 
in  the  senate  and  in  the  country.  He  was 
several  times  the  favorite  of  his  state  for  the 
nomination  for  president. 

On  the  formation  of  his  cabinet  in  March, 
1897,  President  McKinley  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Sherman, 
which  was  accepted. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  ninth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Charles  county,  Virginia,  February 
9>    I773>   the  son   of   Governor   Benjamin 


Harrison.  He  took  a  course  in  Hampden- 
Sidney  College  with  a  view  to  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia 
to  study  under  Dr.  Rush,  but  in  1791  he 
entered  the  army,  and  obtained  the  commis- 
sion of  ensign,  was  soon  promoted  to  the 
lieutenancy,  and  was  with  General  Wayne 
in  his  war  against  the'  Indians.  For  his 
valuable  service  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain  and  given  command  of  Fort 
Washington,  now  Cincinnati.  He  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory 
in  1797,  and  in  1799  became  its  representa- 
tive in  congress.  In  1801  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  and  held  the 
position  for  twelve  years,  during  which  time 
he  negotiated  important  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians, causing  them  to  relinquish  millions  of 
acres  of  land,  and  also  won  the  battle  of 
Tippecanoe  in  181 1.  He  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  change  in  the  law  which  did  not 
permit  purchase  of  public  lands  in  less  tracts 
than  four  thousand  acres,  reducing  the  limit 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
became  major-general  of  Kentucky  militia 
and  brigadier-general  in  the  United  States 
army  in  1812,  and  won  great  renown  in 
the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs,  and  his  victory 
over  the  British  and  Indians  under  Proctor 
and  Tecumseh  at  the  Thames  river,  October 

5,  1813- 

In  1 8 16  General  Harrison  was  elected  to 
congress  from  Ohio,  and  during  the  canvass 
was  accused  of  corrupt  methods  in  regard  to 
the  commissariat  of  the  army.  He  demanded 
an  investigation  after  the  election  and  was 
exonerated.  In  18 19  he  was  elected  to 
the  Ohio  state  senate,  and  in  1824  he  gave 
his  vote  as  a  presidential  elector  to  Henry 
Clay.  He  became  a  member  of  the  United 
States  senate  the  same  year.  During  the 
last  year  of  Adams'  administration  he  was 
sent  as  minister  to  Colombia,    but  was  re- 
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called  by  President  Jackson  the  following 
year.  He  then  retired  to  his  estate  at  North 
Bend,  Ohio, a  few  miles  below  Cincinnati.  In 
1836  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
but  as  there  were  three  other  candidates 
the  votes  were  divided,  he  receiving  seventy- 
three  electoral  votes,  a  majority  going  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Democratic  candidate. 
Four  years  later  General  Harrison  was  again 
nominated  by  the  Whigs,  and  elected  by  a 
tremendous  majority.  The  campaign  was 
noted  for  its  novel  features,  many  of  which 
have  found  a  permanent  place  in  subsequent 
campaigns.  Those  peculiar  to  that  cam- 
paign, however,  were  the  ' '  log-cabin  "  and 
"  hard  cider"  watchwords,  which  produced 
great  enthusiasm  among  his  followers.  One 
month  after  his  inauguration  he  died  from 
an  attack  of  pleurisy,  April  4,  1841. 


CHARLES  A.  DANA,  the  well-known 
and  widely-read  journalist  of  New  York 
City,  a  native  of  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire, 
was  born  August  8,  18 19.  He  received 
the  elements  of  a  good  education  in  his 
youth  and  studied  for  two  years  at  Harvard 
University.  Owing  to  some  disease  of  the 
eyes  he  was  unable  to  complete  his  course 
and  graduate,  but  was  granted  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  notwithstanding.  For  some  time  he 
was  editor  of  the  "  Harbinger,"  and  was  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  Boston  "  Chrono- 
type."  In  1847  he  became  connected  with 
the  New  York  "Tribune,  "and  continued  on 
the  staff  of  that  journal  until  1858.  In  the 
latter  year  he  edited  and  compiled  "The 
Household  Book  of  Poetry,"  and  later,  in 
connection  with  George  Ripley,  edited  the 
"New  American  Cyclopaedia." 

Mr.  Dana,  on  severing  his  connection 
with  the  "  Tribune  "  in  1867,  became  editor 
of  the  New  York  "Sun,"  a  paper  with 
which  he  was  identified  for  many  years,  and 


which  he  made  one  of  the  leaders  of  thought 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States. 
He  wielded  a  forceful  pen  and  fearlessly 
attacked  whatever  was  corrupt  and  unworthy 
in  politics,  state  or  national.  The  same 
year,  1867,  Mr.  Dana  organized  the  New 
York  "  Sun  "  Company. 

During  the  troublous  days  of  the  war, 
when  the  fate  of  the  Nation  depended  upon 
the  armies  in  the  field,  Mr.  Dana  accepted 
the  arduous  and  responsible  position  of 
assistant  secretary  of  war,  and  held  the 
position  during  the  greater  part  of  1863 
and  1864.      He  died  October  17,  1897. 


ASA  GRAY  was  recognized  throughout  the 
scientific  world  as  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  eminent  of  botanists.  He  was 
born  at  Paris,  Oneida  county.  New  York, 
November  18,  1810.  He  received  his  medi- 
cal degree  at  the  Fairfield  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  in  Herkimer  county. 
New  York,  and  studied  botany  with  the  late 
Professor  Torrey,  of  New  York.  He  was 
appointed  botanist  to  the  Wilkes  expedition 
in  1834,  but  declined  the  offer  and  became 
professor  of  natural  history  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1842.  He  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  this  post  in  1873,  and  in  1874  he 
was  the  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
Dr.  Gray  wrote  several  books  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  many  sciences  of  which  he  was 
master.  In  1836  he  published  his  "Ele- 
ments of  Botany,"  "Manual  of  Botany"  in 
1848;  the  unfinished  "Flora  of  North 
America,"  by  himself  and  Dr.  Torrey,  the 
publication  of  which  commenced  in  1838. 
There  is  another  of  his  unfinished  works 
called  "Genera  Boreali-Americana, "  pub- 
lished in  1848,  and  the  "Botany  of  the 
United  States  Pacific  Exploring  Expedition 
in  1854."     He  wrote  many  elaborate  papers 
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on  the  botany  of  the  west  and  southwest 
that  were  published  in  the  Smithsonian  Con- 
tributions, Memoirs,  etc.,  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  which  in- 
stitution he  was  president  for  ten  years. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  many  of  the 
government  reports.  ' '  How  Plants  Grow, " 
"  Lessons  in  Botany,"  "  Structural  and  Sys- 
tematic Botany,"  are  also  works  from  his 
ready  pen. 

Dr.  Gray  published  in  1861  his  "Free 
Examination  of  Darwin's  Treatise  "  and  his 
"  Darwiniana,"  in  1876.  Mr.  Gray  was 
elected  July  29,  1878,  to  a  membership  in 
the  Institute  of  France,  Academy  of  Sciences. 
His  death  occurred  at  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, January  30,  1889. 


WILLIAM  MAXWELL  EVARTS  was 
one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  the 
American  bar.  He  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  February  6,  18 18,  and  grad- 
uated from  Yale  College  in  1837.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  which  he  practiced  in 
the  city  of  New  York  and  won  great  renown 
as  an  orator  and  advocate.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  which  he  joined 
soon  after  its  organization.  He  was  the 
leading  counsel  employed  for  the  defense  of 
President  Johnson  in  his  trial  for  impeach- 
ment before  the  senate  in  April  and  May  of 
1868. 

In  July,  1868,  Mr.  Evarts  was  appointed 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  and 
served  until  March  4,  1869.  He  was  one 
of  the  three  lawyers  who  were  selected  by 
President  Grant  in  1871  to  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  arbitration  which  met 
at  Geneva  in  Switzerland  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy over  the  "  Alabama  Claims." 

He  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  advo- 
cates in  the  United  States,  and  many  of  his 


public  addresses  have  been  preserved  and 
published.  He  was  appointed  secretary  of 
state  March  7,  1877,  by  President  Hayes, 
and  served  during  the  Hayes  administration. 
He  was  elected  senator  from  the  state  of 
New  York  January  21,  1885,  and  at  once 
took  rank  among  the  ablest  statesmen  in 
Congress,  and  the  prominent  part  he  took 
in  the  discussion  of  public  questions  gave 
him  a  national  reputation. 


JOHN  WANAMAKER.— The  life  of  this 
<J  great  merchant  demonstrates  the  fact 
that  the  great  secret  of  rising  from  the  ranks 
is,  to-day,  as  in  the  past  ages,  not  so  m uch  the 
ability  to  make  money,  as  to  save  it,  or  in 
other  words,  the  ability  to  live  well  within 
one's  income.  Mr.  Wanamaker  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  in  1838.  He  started  out  in 
life  working  in  a  brickyard  for  a  mere  pit- 
tance, and  left  that  position  to  work  in  a 
book  store  as  a  clerk,  where  he  earned 
the  sum  of  $5.00  per  month,  and  later  on 
was  in  the  employ  of  a  clothier  where  he 
received  twenty-five  cents  a  week  more. 
He  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  at  that 
time,  but  was  a  "  money-getter  "  by  instinct, 
and  laid  by  a  small  sum  for  a  possible  rainy 
day.  By  strict  attention  to  business,  com- 
bined with  natural  ability,  he  was  promoted 
many  times,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he 
had  saved  $2,000.  After  several  months 
vacation  in  the  south,  he  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia and  "oecame  a  master  brick  mason, 
but  this  was  too  tiresome  to  the  young  man, 
and  he  opened  up  the  "  Oak  Hall  "  clothing 
store  in  April,  1861,  at  Philadelphia.  The 
capital  of  the  firm  was  rather  limited,  but 
finally,  after  many  discouragements,  they 
laid  the  foundations  of  one  of  the  largest 
business  houses  in  the  world.  The  estab- 
lishment covers  at  the  present  writing  som.e 
fourteen  acres  of  floor  space,  and  furnishes 
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employment  for  five  thousand  persons.  Mr. 
Wanamaker  was  also  a  great  church  worker, 
and  built  a  church  that  cost  him  $60,000, 
and  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  which  had  a  membership  of  over 
three  thousand  children.  He  steadily  re- 
fused to  run  for  mayor  or  congress  and  the 
only  public  office  that  he  ever  held  was  that 
of  postmaster-general,  under  the  Harrison 
administration,  and  here  he  exhibited  his 
extraordinary  aptitude  for  comprehending 
the  details  of  public  business. 


DAVID  BENNETT  HILL,  a  Demo- 
cratic politician  who  gained  a  na- 
tional reputation,  was  born  August  29, 
1843,  at  Havana,  New  York.  He  was 
educated  at  the  academy  of  his  native  town, 
and  removed  to  Elmira,  New  York,  in  1862, 
where  he  studied  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1864,  in  which  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed city  attorney.  Mr.  Hill  soon  gained 
a  considerable  practice,  becoming  prominent 
in  his  profession.  He  developed  a  taste  for 
politics  in  which  he  began  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  different  campaigns  and  became 
the  recognized  leader  of  the  local  Democ- 
racy. In  1870  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  assembly  and  was  re-elected  in  1872. 
While  a  member  of  this  assembly  he  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  after- 
ward governor  of  the  state,  who  appointed 
Mr.  Hill,  W.  M.  Evarts  and  Judge  Hand 
as  a  committee  to  provide  a  uniform  charter 
for  the  different  cities  of  the  state.  The 
pressure  of  professional  engagements  com- 
pelled him  to  decline  to  serve.  In  1877 
Mr.  Hill  was  made  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic state  convention  at  Albany,  his  elec- 
tion being  due  to  the  Tilden  wing  of  the 
party,  and  he  held  the  same  position  again 
in  1 88 1.  He  served  one  term  as  alderman 
in  Elmira,  at  the  expiration  of  which  term, 


in  1882,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Elmira, 
and  in  September  of  the  same  year  was 
nominated  for  lieutenant-governor  on  the 
Democratic  state  ticket.  He  was  success- 
ful in  the  campaign  and  two  years  later, 
when  Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  to  the 
presidency,  Mr.  Hill  succeeded  to  the  gov- 
ernorship for  the  unexpired  term.  In  1885 
he  was  elected  governor  for  a  full  term  of 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was  re- 
elected, his  term  expiring  in  1891,  in  which 
year  he  was  elected  United  States  senator. 
In  the  senate  he  became  a  conspicuous 
figure  and  gained  a  national  reputation. 


ALLEN  G.  THURMAN.  —  "  The  noblest 
Roman  of  them  all "  was  the  title  by 
which  Mr.  Thurman  was  called  by  his  com- 
patriots of  the  Democracy.  He  was  the 
greatest  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
his  day  and  held  the  esteem  of  all  the 
people,  regardless  of  their  political  creeds. 
Mr.  Thurman  was  born  November  13,  1813, 
at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  he  remained 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  six  years, 
when  he  moved  to  Ohio.  He  received  an 
academic  education  and  after  graduating, 
took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1835,  and  achieved  a  brilliant 
success  in  that  line.  In  political  life  he  was 
very  successful,  and  his  first  office  was  that 
of  representative  of  the  state  of  Ohio  in  the 
twenty-ninth  congress.  He  was  elected 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  in  185 1, 
and  was  chief  justice  of  the  same  from  1854 
to  1856.  In  1867  he  was  the  choice  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  his  state  for  governor, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate 
in  1869  to  succeed  Benjamin  F.  Wade, 
and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position  in 
1874.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
senate,  until  the  expiration  of  his  service  in 
1 88 1.      Mr.  Thurman  was  also   one  of  the 
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principal  presidental  possibilities  in  the 
Democratic  convention  held  at  St.  Louis  in 
1876.  In  1888  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  vice-president  on  the  ticket 
with  Grover  Cleveland,  but  was  defeated. 
Allen  Cranberry  Thurman  died  December 
12,  1895,  ^t  Columbus,  Ohio. 


CHARLES  FARRAR  BROWNE,  better 
known  as  "  Artemus  Ward,"  was  born 
April  26,  1834,  in  the  village  of  Waterford, 
Maine.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  and  about  a  year 
later  he  was  apprenticed  to  John  M.  Rix, 
who  published  the  "Coos  County  Dem- 
ocrat "  at  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire.  Mr. 
Browne  remained  with  him  one  year,  when, 
hearing  that  his  brother  Cyrus  was  starting 
a  paper  at  Norway,  Maine,  he  left  Mr.  Rix 
and  determined  to  get  work  on  the  new 
paper.  He  worked  for  his  brother  until  the 
failure  of  the  newspaper,  and  then  went  to 
Augusta,  Maine,  where  he  remained  a  few 
weeks  and  then  removed  to  Skowhegan, 
and  secured  a  position  on  the  "Clarion." 
But  either  the  climate  or  the  work  was  not 
satisfactory  to  him,  for  one  night  he  silently 
left  the  town  and  astonished  his  good  mother 
by  appearing  unexpectedly  at  home.  Mr. 
Browne  then  received  some  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  Messrs.  Snow  and  Wilder,  of 
Boston,  at  whose  office  Mrs.  Partington's 
(B.  P.  Shillaber)  "  Carpet  Bag  "was  printed, 
and  he  was  engaged  and  remained  there  for 
three  years.  He  then  traveled  westward  in 
search  of  employment  and  got  as  far  as  Tif- 
fin, Ohio,  where  he  found  employment  in  the 
office  of  the  "Advertiser,"  and  remained 
there  some  months  when  he  proceeded  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
staff  of  the  "Commercial,"  which  position 
he  held  until  1857.  Mr.  Browne  next  went 
lo  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  became  the  local 


editor  of  the  "Plain  Dealer,"  and  it  was  in 
the  columns  of  this  paper  that  he  published 
his  first  articles  and  signed  them  "Artemus 
Ward."  In  i860  he  went  to  New  York  and 
became  the  editor  of  "  Vanity  Fair,"  but 
the  idea  of  lecturing  here  seized  him,  and  he 
was  fully  determined  to  make  the  trial. 
Mr.  Browne  brought  out  his  lecture,  "Babes 
in  the  Woods  "  at  Clinton  Hall,  December 
23,  1861,  and  in  1862  he  published  his  first 
book  entitled,  "  Artemus  Ward;  His  Book." 
He  attained  great  fame  as  a  lecturer  and  his 
lectures  were  not  confined  to  America,  for 
he  went  to  England  in  1866,  and  became 
exceedingly  popular,  both  as  a  lecturer  and 
a  contributor  to  "Punch."  Mr.  Browne 
lectured  for  the  last  time  January  23,  1867. 
He  died  in  Southampton,  England,  March 
6,   1867. 

THURLOW  WEED,  a  noted  journalist 
and  politician,  was  born  in  Cairo,  New 
York,  November  15,  1797.  He  learned  the 
printer's  trade  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  worked  at  this  calling  for  several  years 
in  various  villages  in  central  New  York.  He 
served  as  quartermaster-sergeant  during  the 
warofi8i2.  In  1818  he  established  the 
"Agriculturist,"  at  Norwich,  New  York, 
and  became  editor  of  the  "Anti-Masonic 
Enquirer,"  at  Rochester,  in  1826.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
and  re-elected  in  1830,  when  he  located  in 
Albany,  New  York,  and  there  started  the 
"  Evening  Journal,"  and  conducted  it  in  op- 
position to  the  Jackson  administration  and 
the  nullification  doctrines  of  Calhoun.  He 
became  an  adroit  party  manager,  and  was 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  nominations 
of  Harrison,  Taylor  and  Scott  for  the  pres- 
idency. In  1856  and  in  i860  he  threw  his 
support  to  W.  H.  Seward,  but  when  defeat- 
ed in  his  object,  he  gave  cordial  support  to 
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Fremont  and  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lincoln  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  visit  the  various  capitals 
of  Europe,  where  he  proved  a  valuable  aid 
tc  the  administration  in  moulding  the  opin- 
ions of  the  statesmen  of  that  continent 
favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Weed's  connection  with  the  "  Even- 
ing Journal  "  was  severed  in  1862,  when  he 
settled  in  New  York,  and  for  a  time  edited 
the  "  Commercial  Advertiser."  In  1868  he 
retired  from  active  life.  His  "  Letters  from 
Europe  and  the  West  Indies,"  published  in 
1 866,  together  with  some  interesting  ' '  Rem- 
iniscences,"  published  in  the  "Atlantic 
Monthly,"  in  1870,  an  autobiography,  and 
portions  of  an  extensive  correspondence  will 
be  of  great  value  to  writers  of  the  political 
history  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Weed 
died  in  New  York,  November  22,  1882. 


WILLIAM  COLLINS  WHITNEY, 
one  of  the  prominent  Democratic 
politicians  of  the  country  and  ex-secretary  of 
the  navy,  was  born  July  5th,  1841,  at  Con- 
way, Massachusetts,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hamp- 
ton, Massachusetts,  Later  he  attended 
Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1863, 
and  entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  which 
he  left  in  1864.  Beginning  practice  in  New 
York  city,  he  soon  gained  a  reputation  as 
an  able  lawyer.  He  made  his  first  appear- 
ance in  public  affairs  in  1871,  when  he  was 
active  in  organizing  a  young  men's  Demo- 
cratic club.  In  1872  he  was  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  county  Democracy  and  in  1875 
was  appointed  corporation  counsel  for  the 
city  of  New  York.  He  resigned  the  office, 
1882,  to  attend  to  personal  interests  and  on 
March  5,  1885,  he  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  navy  by  President  Cleveland.  Under 
his  administration  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  rapidly  rose  in  rank  among  the  navies 


of  the  world.  When  he  retired  from  office 
in  1889,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
navy  designed  and  contracted  for  by  him 
were  five  double-turreted  monitors,  two 
new  armor-clads,  the  dynamite  cruiser  "Ve- 
suvius," and  five  unarmored  steel  and  iron 
cruisers. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  the  leader  of  the 
Cleveland  forces  in  the  national  Democratic 
convention   of   1892. 


EDWIN  FORREST,  the  first  and  great- 
est American  tragedian,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  in  1806.  His  father  was  a 
tradesman,  and  some  accounts  state  that  he 
had  marked  out  a  mercantile  career  for  his 
son,  Edwin,  while  others  claim  that  he  had 
intended  him  for  the  ministry.  His  wonder- 
ful memory,  his  powers  of  mimicry  and  his 
strong  musical  voice,  however,  attracted  at- 
tention before  he  was  eleven  years  old,  and 
at  that  age  he  made  his  first  appearance  on 
the  stage.  The  costume  in  which  he  appeared 
was  so  ridiculous  that  he  left  the  stage  in  a 
fit  of  anger  amid  a  roar  of  laughter  from 
the  audience.  This  did  not  discourage  him, 
however,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  after 
some  preliminary  training  in  elocution,  he 
appeared  again,  this  time  as  Young  Norvel, 
and  gave  indications  of  future  greatness. 
Up  to '1826  he  played  entirely  with  strolling 
companies  through  the  south  and  west,  but 
at  that  time  he  obtained  an  engagement  at 
the  Bowery  Theater  in  New  York.  From 
that  time  his  fortune  was  made.  His  man- 
ager paid  him  $40  per  night,  and  it  is  stated 
that  he  loaned  Forrest  to  other  houses  from 
time  to  time  at  $200  per  night.  His  great 
successes  were  Virginius,  Damon,  Othello, 
Coriolanus,  William  Tell,  Spartacus  and 
Lear.  He  made  his  first  appearance  in 
London  in  1836,  and  his  success  was  un- 
questioned from  the  start.     In  1845,  on  his 
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second  appearance  in  London,  he  became 
involved  in  a  bitter  rivalry  with  the  great 
English  actor,  Macready,  who  had  visited 
America  two  years  before.  The  result  was 
that  Forrest  was  hissed  from  the  stage,  and 
it  was  charged  that  Macready  had  instigated 
the  plot.  Forrest's  resentment  was  so  bitter 
that  he  himself  openly  hissed  Macready 
from  his  box  a  few  nights  later.  In  1848 
Macready  again  visited  America  at  a  time 
when  American  admiration  and  enthusiasm 
for  Forrest  had  reached  its  height.  Macready 
undertook  to  play  at  Astor  Place  Opera 
House  in  May,  1849,  but  was  hooted  off  the 
stage.  A  few  nights  later  Macready  made  a 
second  attempt  to  play  at  the  same  house, 
this  time  under  police  protection.  The  house 
was  filled  with  Macready 's  friends,  but  the  vio- 
olence  of  the  mob  outside  stopped  the  play, 
and  the  actor  barely  escaped  with  his  life. 
Upon  reading  the  riot  act  the  police  and 
troops  were  assaulted  with  stones.  The 
troops  replied,  first  with  blank  cartridges, 
and  then  a  volley  of  lead  dispersed  the 
mob,  leaving  thirty  men  dead  or  seriously 
wounded. 

After  this  incident  Forrest's  popularity 
waned,  until  in  1855  he  retired  from  the 
stage.  He  re-appeared  in  i860,  however, 
and  probably  the  most  remunerative  period 
of  his  life  was  between  that  date  and  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war.  His  last  appearance 
on  the  stage  was  at  the  Globe  Theatre, 
Boston,  in  Richelieu,  in  April,  1872,  his 
death   occurring  December  12  of  that  year. 


NOAH  PORTER,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  was 
one  of  the  most  noted  educators,  au- 
thors and  scientific  writers  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  born  December  14,  181 1, 
at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1831,  and  was  master  of 
Hopkins  Grammar  School  at  New  Haven  in 


i83t-33.  During  1833-35  he  was  a  tutor 
at  Yale,  and  at  the  same  time  was  pursuing 
his  theological  studies,  and  became  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  at  New  Mil- 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  April,  1836.  Dr. 
Porter  removed  to  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1843,  ^nd  was  chosen  professor  of 
metaphysics  and  moral  philosophy  at  Yale 
in  1846.  He  spent  a  year  in  Germany  in 
the  study  of  modern  metaphysics  in  1853— 
54,  and  in  1871  he  was  elected  president  of 
Yale  College.  He  resigned  the  presidency 
in  1885,  but  still  remained  professor  of  met- 
aphysics and  moral  philosophy.  He  was 
the  author  of  a  number  of  works,  among 
which  are  the  following:  "  Historical  Es- 
say," written  in  commemorationofthe20oth 
aniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Farmington;  "  Educational  System  of  the 
Jesuits  Compared;"  "The  Human  Intel- 
lect," with  an  introduction  upon  psychology 
and  the  soul;  "  Books  and  Reading;" 
"American  Colleges  and  the  American  Pub- 
lic;" "  Elementsof  Intellectual  Philosophy;" 
"  The  Science  of  Nature  versus  the  Science 
of  Man;"  "Science  and  Sentiment;"  "Ele- 
ments of  Moral  Science."  Dr.  Porter  was 
the  principal  editor  of  the  revised  edition  of 
Webster's  Dictionary  in  1864,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  religious  reviews  and 
periodicals.  Dr.  Porter's  death  occurred 
March  4,  1892,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 


JOHN  TYLER,  tenth  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Charles  City 
county,  Virginia,  March  29,  1790,  and  was 
the  son  of  Judge  John  Tyler,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  his  day. 

When  but  twelve  years  of  age  young 
John  Tyler  entered  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege, graduating  from  there  in  1806.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1809,  when  but  nineteen  years 


94 


COMPENDIUM    OF   BIOGRAPHY. 


of  age.  On  attaining  his  majority  in  1811 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legis- 
lature, and  for  five  years  held  that  position 
by  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 
He  was  elected  to  congress  in  18 16,  and 
served  in  that  body  for  four  years,  after 
which  for  two  years  he  represented  his  dis- 
trict again  in  the  legislature  of  the  state. 
While  in  congress,  he  opposed  the  United 
States  bank,  the  protective  policy  and  in- 
ternal improvements  by  the  United  States 
government.  1825  saw  Mr.  Tyler  governor 
of  Virginia,  but  in  1827  he  was  chosen 
member  of  the  United  States  senate,  and 
held  that  office  for  nine  years.  He  therein 
opposed  the  administration  of  Adams  and 
the  tariff  bill  of  1828,  sympathized  with  the 
nuUifers  of  South  Carolina  and  was  the 
only  senator  who  voted  against  the  Force 
bill  lor  the  suppression  of  that  state's  insip- 
ient  rebellion.  He  resigned  his  position  as 
senator  on  account  of  a  disagreement  with 
the  legislature  of  his  state  in  relation  to  his 
censuring  President  Jackson.  He  retired  to 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  but  being  regarded 
as  a  martyr  by  the  Whigs,  whom,  hereto- 
fore, he  had  always  opposed,  was  supported 
by  many  of  that  party  for  the  vice -presi- 
dency in  1836.  He  sat  in  the  Virginia  leg- 
islature as  a  Whig  in  1839-40,  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  convention  of  that  party  in 
i8.'9.  This  national  convention  nominated 
him  for  the  second  place  on  the  ticket  with 
General  William  H.  H.  Harrison,  and  he 
was  elected  vice-president  in  November, 
1840.  President  Harrison  dying  one  month 
after  his  inauguration,  he  was  succeeded  by 
John  Tyler.  He  retained  the  cabinet  chosen 
by  his  predecessor,  and  for  a  time  moved  in 
harmony  with  the  Whig  party.  He  finally 
instructed  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
Thomas  Ewing,  to  submit  to  congress  a  bill 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the 


United  States,  which  was  passed  by  con- 
gress, but  vetoed  by  the  president  on  ac- 
count of  some  amendments  he  considered 
unconstitutional.  For  this  and  other  meas- 
ures he  was  accused  of  treachery  to  his 
party,  and  deserted  by  his  whole  cabinet, 
except  Daniel  Webs'  zx.  Things  grew  worse 
until  he  was  abandoned  by  the  Whig  party 
formally,  when  Mr.  Webster  resigned.  He 
was  nominated  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1844, 
at  the  Democratic  convention,  as  their  pres- 
idential candidate,  but  withdrew  from  the 
canvass,  as  he  saw  he  had  not  succeed- 
ed in  gaining  the  confidence  of  his  old 
party.  He  then  retired  from  politics  until 
February,  1861,  when  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  abortive  peace  congress,  which 
met  in  Washington.  He  shortly  after  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Confeder- 
ate congress.  He  died  at  Richmond,  Janu- 
ary 17,  1862. 

Mr.  Tj'ler  married,  in  181 3,  Miss  Letitia 
Christian,  who  died  in  1842  at  Washington. 
June  26,  1844,  he  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, with  Miss  Julia  Gardner,  of  New  York. 


COLLIS  POTTER  HUNTINGTON, 
one  of  the  great  men  of  his  time  and 
who  has  left  his  impress  upon  the  history  of 
our  national  development,  was  born  October 
22,  1 82 1,  at  Harwinton,  Connecticut. 
He  received  a  common-school  education 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  his  spirit  of  get- 
ting along  in  the  world  mastered  his  educa- 
tional propensities  and  his  father's  objec- 
tions and  he  left  school.  He  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  the  early  daysand  had  opportunities 
which  he  handled  masterfully.  Others  had 
the  same  opportunities  but  they  did  not  have 
his  brains  nor  his  energy,  and  it  was  he  who 
overcame  obstacles  and  reaped  the  reward 
of   his  genius.      Transcontinental    railways 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BTOGRAPHT. 


95 


were  inevitable,  but  tiie  realization  of  this 
masterful  achievement  would  have  been  de- 
la3'ed  to  a  much  later  day  if  there  had  been 
no  Huntington.  He  associated  himself  with 
Messrs.  Mark  Hopkins,  Leland  Stanford, 
and  Charles  Crocker,  and  they  furnished  the 
money  necessary  for  a  survey  across  the 
Sierra  Nevadas,  secured  a  charter  for  the 
road,  and  raised,  with  the  government's  aid, 
money  enough  to  construct  and  equip  that 
railway,  which  at  the  time  of  its  completion 
was  a  marvel  of  engineering  and  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  world.  Mr.  Huntington  be- 
came president  of  the  Southern  Pacific  rail- 
road, vice-president  of  the  Central  Pacific; 
trustee  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph 
Company,  and  a  director  of  the  Occidental 
and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  besides 
being  identified  with  many  other  business 
enterprises  of  vast  importance. 


GEORGE  A.  CUSTER,  a  famous  In- 
dian fighter,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1840. 
He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1861,  an- 
served  in  the  Civil  war;  was  at  Bull  Run  id 
1 86 1,  and  was  in  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
being  one  of  General  McClellan's  aides-de, 
camp.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam  in  1863,  and  was 
with  General  Stoneman  on  his  famous 
cavalry  raid.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  and  was  there  made  brevet- 
major.  In  1863  was  appointed  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers.  General  Custer  was 
in  many  skirmishes  in  central  Virginia  in 
1863-64,  and  was  present  at  the  following 
battles  of  the  Richmond  campaign:  Wil- 
derness, Todd's  Tavern,  Yellow  Tavern,  where 
hewasbrevetted  lieutenant-colonel;  Meadow 
Bridge,  Haw's  Shop,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevil- 
lian  Station.  In  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
1 864-65  he  was  brevetted  colonel  at  Opequan 
Creek,  and  at   Cedar   Creek   he   was    made 


brevet  major-general  for  gallant  conduct 
during  the  engagement.  General  Custer 
was  in  command  of  a  cavalry  division  in  the 
pursuit  of  Lee's  army  in  1865,  and  fought 
at  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  Five  Forks, 
where  he  was  made  brevet  brigadier-general ; 
Sailors  Creek  and  Appomattox,  where  he 
gained  additional  honors  and  was  made 
brevet  major-general,  and  was  given  the 
command  of  the  cavalry  in  the  military 
division  of  the  southwest  and  Gulf,  in  1865. 
After  the  establishment  of  peace  he  went 
west  on  frontier  duty  and  performed  gallant 
and  valuable  service  in  the  troubles  with  the 
Indians.  He  was  killed  in  the  massacre  on 
the  Little  Big  Horn  river,  South  Dakota, 
June  25,   1876. 


DANIEL  WOLSEY  VOORHEES,  cel- 
brated  as  "  The  Tall  Sycamore  of  the 
Wabash,"  was  born  September  26,  1827, 
in  Butler  county,  Ohio.  When  he  was  two 
months  old  his  parents  removed  to  Fount- 
ain county,  Indiana.  He  grew  to  manhood 
on  a  farm,  engaged  in  all  the  arduous  work 
pertaining  to  rural  life.  In  1845  he  entered 
the  Indiana  Asbury  University,  now  the  De 
Pauw,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1849. 
He  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  and  in  1851  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Covington,  Fountain  county, 
Indiana.  He  became  a  law  partner  of 
United  States  Senator  Hannegan,  of  Indi- 
ana, in  1852,  and  in  1856  he  was  an  unsuc- 
cessful candidate  for  congress.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana.  He  was  United  States 
district  attorney  for  Indiana  from  1857  until 
1 86 1,  and  he  had  during  this  period  been 
elected  to  congress,  in  i860.  Mr.  Voorhees 
was  re-elected  to  congress  in  1862  and  1864, 
but  he  was  unsuccessful  in  the  election  of 
1866.     However,  he  was  returned  to  con- 
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gress  in  1868,  where  he  remained  until  1874, 
having  been  re-elected  twice.  In  1877  he 
was  appointed  United  States  senator  from 
Indiana  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  O.  P.  Morton,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term 
•was  elected  for  the  ensuing  term,  being  re- 
elected in  1885  and  in  1891  to  the  same  of- 
fice. He  served  with  distinction  on  many 
of  the  committees,  and  took  a  very  prom- 
inent part  in  the  discussion  of  all  the  im- 
portant legislation  of  his  time.  His  death 
occurred  in  August,   189  . 


ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL,  fa- 
mous as  one  of  the  inventors  of  the  tele- 
phone, was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
March  3rd,  1847.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  high  school  and  later  he 
attended  the  university,  and  was  specially 
trained  to  follow  his  grandfather's  profes- 
sion, that  of  removing  impediments  of 
speech.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1872,  and  introduced  into  this  country 
his  father's  invention  of  visible  speech  in  the 
institutions  for  deaf-mutes.  Later  he  was 
appointed  professor  of  vocal  physiology  in 
the  Boston  University.  He  worked  for 
many  years  during  his  leisure  hours  on  his 
telephonic  discovery,  and  finally  perfected 
it  and  exhibited  it  publicly,  before  it  had 
reached  the  high  state  of  perfection  to  which 
he  brought  it.  His  first  exhibition  of  it  was 
at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  that  was  held 
in  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Its  success  is  now 
established  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
In  1882  Prof.  Bell  received  a  diploma  and 
the  decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  from 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  France. 


WILLIAM  HICKLING  PRESCOTT, 
the  justly  celebrated  historian  and 
author,  was  a  native  of  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  born  May  4,  1796.     He  was 


the  son  of  Judge  William  Prescott  and  the 
grandson  of  the  hero  of  Bunker  Hill,  Colonel 
William  Prescott. 

Our  subject  in  1808  removed  with  the 
family  to  Boston,  in  the  schools  of  which 
city  he  received  his  early  education.  He 
entered  Harvard  College  as  a  sophomore  in 
181 1,  having  been  prepared  at  the  private 
classical  college  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  J.  Gardi- 
jner.  The  following  year  he  received  an  in- 
ury  in  his  left  eye  which  made  study 
through  life  a  matter  of  difficulty.  He 
graduated  in  18 14  with  high  honors  in  the 
classics  and  belle  lettres.  He  spent  several 
months  on  the  Azores  Islands,  and  later 
visited  England,  France  and  Italy,  return- 
ing home  in  18 17.  In  June,  181 8,  he 
founded  a  social  and  literary  club  at  Boston 
for  which  he  edited  "The  Club  Room,"  a 
periodical  doomed  to  but  a  short  life.  May 
4,  1820,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Amory. 
He  devoted  several  years  after  that  event  to 
a  thorough  study  of  ancient  and  modern 
history  and  literature.  As  the  fruits  of  his 
labors  he  published  several  well  written 
essays  upon  French  and  Italian  poetry  and 
romance  in  the  "  North  American  Review." 
January  19,  1826,  he  decided  to  take  up  his 
first  great  historical  work,  the  "  History  of 
the  Reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella."  To 
this  he  gave  the  labor  of  ten  years,  publish- 
ing the  same  December  25,  1837.  Although 
placed  at  the  head  of  all  American  authors, 
so  diffident  was  Prescott  of  his  literarj"  merit 
that  although  he  had  four  copies  of  this 
work  printed  for  his  own  convenience,  he 
hesitated  a  long  time  before  giving  it  to  the 
public,  and  it  was  only  by  the  solicitation  of 
friends,  especially  of  that  talented  Spanish 
scholar,  George  Ticknor,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  do  so.  Soon  the  volumes  were 
translated  into  French,  Italian,  Dutch  and 
German,    and    the   work    was    recognized 
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throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the  most 
meritorious  of  historical  compositions.  In 
1843  he  published  the  "Conquest  of  Mexi- 
co," and  in  1847  the  "  Conquest  of  Peru." 
Two  years  later  there  came  from  his  pen  a 
volume  of  ' '  Biographical  and  Critical  Mis- 
cellanies." Going  abroad  in  the  summer  of 
1850,  he  was  received  with  great  distinction 
in  the  literary  circles  of  London,  Edinburgh, 
Paris,  Antwerp  and  Brussels.  O.xford  Uni- 
versity conferred  the  degree  of  D.  C.  L. 
upon  him.  In  1855  he  issued  two  volumes 
of  his  "History  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  the 
Second,"  and  a  third  in  1858.  In  the 
meantime  he  edited  Robertson's  "Charles 
the  Fifth,"  adding  a  history  of  the  life  of 
that  monarch  after  his  abdication.  Death 
cut  short  his  work  on  the  remaining  volumes 
Oi  "  Philip  the  Second,"  coming  to  him  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  May  28,   1859. 


OLIVER  HAZARD  PERRY,  a  noted 
American  commodore,  was  born  in 
South  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  August  23, 
1785.  He  saw  his  first  service  as  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  United  States  navy  in  April, 
1799.  He  cruised  with  his  father.  Captain 
Christopher  Raymond  Perry,  in  the  West  In- 
dies for  about  two  years.  In  1804  he  was 
in  the  war  against  Tripoli,  and  was  made 
lieutenant  in  1 807.  At  the  opening  of  hostili- 
ties with  Great  Britain  in  18 12  he  was  given 
command  of  a  fleet  of  gunboats  on  the  At- 
lantic coast.  At  his  request  he  was  trans- 
ferred, a  year  later,  to  Lake  Ontario,  where 
he  served  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
George.  He  was  ordered  to  fit  out  a  squad- 
ron on  Lake  Erie,  which  he  did,  building 
most  of  his  vessels  from  the  forests  along 
the  shore,  and  by  the  summer  of  1 8 1 3  he  had 
a  fleet  of  nine  vessels  at  Presque  Isle,  now 
Erie,    Pennsylvania.      September    loth    he 


attacked  and  captured  the  British  fleet  near 
Put-in-Bay,  thus  clearing  the  lake  of  hostile 
ships.  His  famous  dispatch  is  part  of  his 
fame,  "  We  have  met  the  enemy,  and  they 
are  ours."  He  co-operated  with  Gen.  Har- 
rison, and  the  success  of  the  campaign  in 
the  northwest  was  largely  due  to  his  victory. 
The  next  year  he  was  transferred  to  the  Po- 
tomac, and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  Balti- 
more. After  the  war  he  was  in  constant 
service  with  the  various  squadrons  in  cruising 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  died  of  yellow 
fever  on  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  August  23, 
1 8 19.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  New- 
port, and  buried  there,  and  an  imposing 
obelisk  was  erected  to  his  memory  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  A  bronze  statue 
was  also  erected  in  his  honor,  the  unveiling 
taking  place  in  1885. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES,  though  a  native 
<J  of  Scotland,  was  one  of  America's  most 
noted  fighters  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  was  born  July  6,  1747.  His  father  was 
a  gardener,  but  the  young  man  soon  be- 
came interested  in  a  seafaring  life  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
sea  captain  engaged  in  the  American  trade. 
His  first  voyage  landed  him  in  Virginia, 
where  he  had  a  brother  who  had  settled 
there  several  years  prior.  The  failure  of 
the  captain  released  young  Jones  from  his 
apprenticeship  bonds,  and  he  was  engaged 
as  third  mate  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade.  He  abandoned  this  trade  after 
a  few  years,  from  his  own  sense  of  disgrace. 
He  took  passage  from  Jamaica  for  Scotland 
in  1768,  and  on  the  voyage  both  the  captain 
and  the  mate  died  and  he  was  compelled  to 
take  command  of  the  vessel  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  voyage.  He  soon  after 
became  master  of  the  vessel.  He  returned 
to  Virginia  about  1773  to  settle  up  the  estate 


m 


COMPEXDIUM   OF   BIOGRArHV. 


of  his  brother,  and  at  this  time  added  the 
name  "Jones,"  having  previously  been 
known  as  John  Paul.  He  settled  down  in 
Virginia,  but  when  the  war  broke  out  in 
1775  he  offered  his  services  to  congress  and 
was  appointed  senior  lieutenant  of  the  flag- 
ship "Alfred,"  on  which  he  hoisted  the 
American  flag  with  his  own  hands,  the  first 
vessel  that  had  ever  carried  a  flag  of  the 
new  nation.  He  was  afterward  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  "  Alfred,"  and  later 
of  the  ' '  Providence, "  in  each  of  which  ves- 
sels he  did  good  service,  as  also  in  the 
"  Ranger,"  to  the  command  of  which  he 
was  later  appointed.  The  fight  that  made 
him  famous,  however,  was  that  in  which  he 
captured  the  "  Serapis,"  off  the  coast  of 
Scotland.  He  was  then  in  command  of  the 
"Bon  Homme  Richard,"  which  had  been 
fitted  out  for  him  by  the  French  government 
and  named  by  Jones  in  honor  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  or  "Good  Man  Richard,"  Frank- 
lin being  author  of  the  publication  known 
as  "  Poor  Richard's  Almanac."  The  fight 
between  the  "  Richard"  and  the  "Serapis" 
lasted  three  hours,  all  of  which  time  the 
vessels  were  at  close  range,  and  most  of  the 
time  in  actual  contact.  Jones'  vessel  was 
on  fire  several  times,  and  early  in  the  en- 
gagement two  of  his  guns  bursted,  rendering 
the  battery  useless.  Also  an  envious  officer 
of  the  Alliance,  one  of  Jones'  own  fleet, 
opened  fire  upon  the  "  Richard  "  at  a  crit- 
ical time,  completely  disabling  the  vessel. 
Jones  continued  the  fight,  in  spite  of  coun- 
sels to  surrender,  and  after  dark  the  "Ser- 
apis" struck  her  colors,  and  was  hastily 
boarded  by  Jones  and  his  crew,  while  the 
"Richard"  sank,  bows  first,  after  the 
wounded  had  been  taken  on  board  the 
"Serapis."  Most  of  the  other  vessels  of 
the  fleet  of  which  the  "  Serapis"  was  con- 
voy, surrendered,  and  were  taken  with  the 


"Serapis"  to  France,  where  Jones  was 
received  with  greatest  honors,  and  the  king 
presented  him  with  an  elegant  sword  and 
the  cross  of  the  Order  of  Military  Merit. 
Congress  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
made  him  commander  of  a  new  ship,  the 
"America,"  but  the  vessel  was  afterward 
given  to  France  and  Jones  never  saw  active 
sea  service  again.  He  came  to  America  again, 
in  1787,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
voted  a  gold  medal  by  congress.  He  went  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  rear-admiral  and 
rendered  service  of  value  against  the  Turks, 
but  on  account  of  personal  enmity  of  the  fav- 
orites of  the  emperor  he  was  retired  on  a  pen- 
sion. Failing  to  collect  this,  he  returned  to 
France,  where  he  died,  July  18,  1792. 


THOMAS  MORAN,  the  well-known 
painter  of  Rocky  Mountain  scenery, 
was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1837. 
He  came  to  America  when  a  child,  and 
showing  artistic  tastes,  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  wood  engraver  in  Philadelphia.  Three 
years  later  he  began  landscape  painting,  and 
his  style  soon  began  to  exhibit  signs  of  genius. 
His  first  works  were  water-colors,  and 
though  without  an  instructor  he  began  the 
use  of  oils,  he  soon  found  it  necessary  to 
visit  Europe,  where  he  gave  particular  at- 
tention to  the  works  of  Turner.  He  joined 
the  Yellowstone  Park  exploring  expedition 
and  visited  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1871 
and  again  in  1873,  making  numerous 
sketches  of  the  scenery.  The  most  note- 
worthy results  were  his  ' '  Grand  Canon  of 
the  Yellowstone,"  and  "  The  Chasm  of  the 
Colorado, "  which  were  purchased  by  con- 
gress at  $10,000  each,  the  first  of  which  is 
undoubtedly  the  finest  landscape  painting 
produced  in  this  country.  Mr.  Moran  has 
subordinated  art  to  nature,  and  the  subjects 
he  has  chosen  leave  little  ground  for  fault 
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finding  on  that  account.  "The  Mountain 
of  the  Holy  Cross,"  "The  Groves  Were 
God's  First  Temples,"  "  The  Cliffs  of  Green 
River,"  "  The  Children  of  the  Mountain," 
"  The  Ripening  of  the  Leaf,"  and  others 
have  given  him  additional  fame,  and  while 
they  do  not  equal  in  grandeur  the  first 
mentioned,  in  many  respects  from  an  artis- 
tic standpoint  they  are  superior. 


L ELAND  STANFORD  was  one  of  the 
greatest  men  of  the  Pacific  coast  and 
also  had  a  national  reputation.  He  was 
born  March  9,  1824,  in  Albany  county.  New 
York,  and  passed  his  early  life  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  of  the  county  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  began  the  study  of  law.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  Wheaton,  Doolittle 
and  Hadley,  at  Albany,  in  1845,  and  a  few 
years  later  he  moved  to  Port  Washington, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  practiced  law  four 
years  with  moderate  success.  In  1852  Mr. 
Stanford  determined  to  push  further  west, 
and,  accordingly  went  to  California,  where 
three  of  his  brothers  were  established  in 
business  in  the  mining  towns.  They  took 
Leland  into  partnership,  giving  him  charge 
of  a  branch  store  at  Michigan  Bluff,  in 
Placer  county.  There  he  developed  great 
business  ability  and  four  years  later  started 
a  mercantile  house  of  his  own  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, which  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
substantial  houses  on  the  coast.  On  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  politics,  and  in  1S60  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention  that 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  the 
autumn  of  1861  he  was  elected,  by  an  im- 
mense majority,  governor  of  California. 
Prior  to  his  election  as  governor  he  had 
been  chosen  president  of  the  newly-orga- 
nized   Central  Pacific    Railroad    Company, 


and  after  leaving  the  executive  chair  he  de- 
voted ail  of  his  time  to  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  end  of  the  transcontinental  rail- 
way. May  10,  1869,  Mr.  Stanford  drove 
the  last  spike  of  the  Central  Pacific  road, 
thus  completing  the  route  across  the  conti- 
nent. He  was  also  president  of  the  Occi- 
dental and  Oriental  Steamship  Company. 
He  had  but  one  son,  who  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  as  a  monument  to  his  child  he 
founded  the  university  which  bears  his  son's 
name,  Leland  Stanford,  Junior,  University. 
Mr.  Stanford  gave  to  this  university  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres  of  land,  the  estimated 
value  of  which  is  $8,000,000,  and  the  entire 
endowment  is  $20,000,000.  In  1885  Mr. 
Stanford  was  elected  United  States  senator 
as  a  Republican,  to  succeed  J.  T.  Farley,  a 
Democrat,  and  was  re-elected  in  1 891.  His 
death  occurred  June  20,  1894,  at  Palo  Alto, 
California. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR,  a  famous  com- 
modore in  the  United  States  navy,  was 
born  in  Maryland  in  1779.  He  entered  the 
naval  service  in  1798.  In  1804,  when  the 
American  vessel  Philadelphia  had  been  run 
aground  and  captured  in  the  harbor  of  Trip- 
oli, Decatur,  at  the  head  of  a  few  men, 
boarded  her  and  burned  her  in  the  face  of 
the  guns  from  the  city  defenses.  For  this 
daring  deed  he  was  made  captain.  He  was 
given  command  of  the  frigate  United  States 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  18 12,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  he  captured  the 
British  frigate  Macedonian,  and  was  re- 
warded with  a  gold  medal  by  congress.  Af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war  he  was  sent  as  com- 
mander of  a  fleet  of  ten  vessels  to  chastise 
the  dey  of  Algiers,  who  was  preying  upon 
American  commerce  with  impunity  and  de- 
manding tribute  and  ransom  for  the  release 
of  American    citizens   captured.      Decatur 


102 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPHT. 


captured  a  number  of  Algerian  vessels,  and 
compelled  the  dey  to  sue  for  peace.  He 
was  noted  for  his  daring  and  intrepidity, 
and  his  coolness  in  the  face  of  danger,  and 
helped  to  bring  the  United  States  navy  into 
favor  with  the  people  and  congress  as  a 
means  of  defense  and  offense  in  time  of 
war.  He  was  killed  in  a  duel  by  Commo- 
dore Barron,  March  12,  1820. 


JAMES  KNOX  POLK,  the  eleventh 
president  of  the  United  States,  1845  to 
1849,  was  born  November2,  1795,  in  Meck- 
lenburg county,  North  Carolina,  and  was 
the  eldest  child  of  a  family  of  six  sons.  He 
removed  with  his  father  to  the  Valley  of  the 
Duck  River,  in  Tennessee,  in  1806.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  and  became 
very  proficient  in  the  lower  branches  of 
education,  and  supplemented  this  with 
a  course  in  the  Murfreesboro  Academy, 
which  he  entered  in  18 13  andin  the  autumn 
of  181  5  he  became  a  student  in  the  sopho- 
more class  of  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, at  Chapel  Hill,  and  was  graduated  in 
1818.  He  then  spent  a  short  time  in  re- 
cuperating his  health  and  then  proceeded  to 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Feli.x  Grundy. 
After  the  completion  of  his  law  studies  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  removed  to 
Columbia,  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  and 
started  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Polk  was  a  Jeffersonian  "Re- 
publican" and  in  1823  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  of  Tennessee.  He  was  a  strict 
constructionist  and  did  not  believe  that  the 
general  government  had  the  power  to  carry 
on  internal  improvements  in  the  states,  but 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  have  that 
power,  and  wanted  the  constitution  amended 
to  that  effect.  But  later  on  he  became 
alarmed  lest  the  general  government   might 


become  strong  enough  to  abolish  slavery 
and  therefore  gave  his  whole  support  to  the 
"  State's  Rights"  movement, and  endeavored 
to  check  the  centralization  of  power  in  the 
general  government.  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen 
a  member  of  congress  in  1825,  and  held  that 
office  until  1839.  He  then  withdrew,  as  he 
was  the  successful  gubernatorial  candidate 
of  his  state.  He  had  become  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  the  house,  and,  as  the 
leader  of  the  Jackson  party  in  that  body, 
weilded  great  influence  in  the  election  of 
General  Jackson  to  the  presidency.  He 
sustained  the  president  in  all  his  measures 
and  still  remained  in  the  house  after  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  been  succeeded  by  Martin 
Van  Buren.  He  was  speaker  of  the  house 
during  five  sessions  of  congress.  He  was 
elected  governor  of  Tennessee  by  a  large 
majority  and  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nash- 
ville, October  4,  1839.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  re-election  but  was  defeated  by  Governor 
Jones,  the  Whig  candidate.  In  1844  the 
most  prominent  question  in  the  election  was 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  as  Mr.  Polk 
was  the  avowed  champion  of  this  cause  he 
was  nominated  for  president  by  the  pro- 
slavery  wing  of  the  democratic  party,  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  was  inaug- 
urated March  4,  1845.  President  Polk 
formed  a  very  able  cabinet,  consisting  of 
James  Buchanan,  Robert  J.  Walker,  Will- 
iam L.  Marcy,  George  Bancroft,  Cave  John- 
son, and  John  Y.  Mason.  The  dispute  re- 
garding the  Oregon  boundary  was  settled 
during  his  term  of  office  and  a  new  depart- 
ment was  added  to  the  list  of  cabinet  po- 
sitions, that  of  the  Interior.  The  low  tariff 
bill  of  1846  was  carried  and  the  financial 
system  of  the  country  was  reorganized.  It 
was  also  during  President  Polk's  term  that 
the  Mexican  war  was  successfully  conducted, 
which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  Califor- 
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nia  and  New  Mexico.  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
the  presidency  March  4,  1849,  after  having 
declined  a  re-nomination,  and  was  succeeded 
by  General  Zachary  Taylor,  the  hero  of  the 
Mexican  war.  Mr.  Polk  retired  to  private 
life,  to  his  home  in  Nashville,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  on  June  9,  1849. 


ANNA  DICKINSON  (Anna  Elizabeth 
Dickinson),  a  noted  lecturer  and  pub- 
lic speaker,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1842.  Her  parents  were  Quakers, 
and  she  was  educated  at  the  Friends'  free 
schools  in  her  native  city.  She  early  man- 
ifested an  inclination  toward  elocution  and 
public  speaking,  and  when,  at  the  age  of  18, 
she  found  an  opportunity  to  appear  before 
a  national  assemblage  for  the  discussion  of 
woman's  rights,  she  at  once  established  her 
reputation  as  a  public  speaker.  From  i860 
to  the  close  of  the  war  and  during  the  ex- 
citing period  of  reconstruction,  she  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  and  influential  speakers 
before  the  American  public,  and  her  popu- 
larity was  unequaled  by  that  of  any  of  her 
sex.  A  few  weeks  after  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Colonel  Baker  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Anna 
Dickinson,  lecturing  in  New  York,  made 
the  remarkable  assertion,  "  Not  the  incom- 
petency of  Colonel  Baker,  but  the  treachery 
of  General  McClellan  caused  the  disaster  at 
Ball's  Bluff."  She  was  hissed  and  hooted 
off  the  stage.  A  year  later,  at  the  same 
hall  and  with  much  the  same  class  of  audi- 
tors, she  repeated  the  identical  words,  and 
the  applause  was  so  great  and  so  long  con- 
tinued that  it  was  impossible  to  go  on  with 
her  lecture  for  more  than  half  an  hour.  The 
change  of  sentiment  had  been  wrought  by 
the  reverses  and  dismissal  of  McClellan  and 
his  ambition  to  succeed  Mr.  Lincoln  as  presi- 
dent. 

Ten  years  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Anna 


Dickinson  was  not  heard  of  on  the  lec- 
ture platform,  and  about  that  time  she  made 
an  attempt  to  enter  the  dramatic  profession, 
but  after  appearing  a  number  of  times  in  dif- 
ferent plays  she  was  pronounced  a  failure. 


ROBERT  J.  BURDETTE.— Some  per- 
sonal characteristics  of  Mr.  Burdette 
were  quaintly  given  by  himself  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "Politics."'  Republican  after 
the  strictest  sect.  Religion  .'  Baptist.  Per- 
sonal appearance  .'  Below  medium  height, 
and  weigh  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
pounds,  no  shillings  and  no  pence.  Rich  .' 
Not  enough  to  own  a  yacht.  Favorite  read- 
ing.? Poetry  and  history — know  Longfellow 
by  heart,  almost.  'Write  for  magizines  .' 
Have  mo.-e  'declined  with  thanks' letters 
than  would  fill  a  trunk.  Never  able  to  get 
into  a  magazine  with  a  line.  Care  about  it.^ 
Mad  as  thunder.  Think  about  starting  a 
magazine  and  rejecting  everbody's  articles 
except  my  own."  Mr.  Burdette  was  born 
at  Greensborough,  Pennsylvania,  in  1844. 
He  served  through  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
under  General  Banks  "on  an  excursion 
ticket"  as  he  felicitously  described  it,  "good 
both  ways,  conquering  in  one  direction  and 
running  in  the  other,  pay  going  on  just  the 
same."  He  entered  into  journalism  by  the 
gateway  of  New  York  correspondence  for 
the  "Peoria  Transcript,"  and  in  1874  went 
on  the  "Burlington  Hawkeye"  of  which  he 
became  the  managing  editor,  and  the  work 
that  he  did  on  this  paper  made  both  him- 
self and  the  paper  famous  in  the  world  of 
humor.  Mr.  Burdette  married  in  1870, 
and  his  wife,  whom  he  called  "Her  Little 
Serene  Highness,"  was  to  him  a  guiding 
light  until  the  day  of  her  death,  and  it  was 
probably  the  unconscious  pathos  with  which 
he  described  her  in  his  work  that  broke  the 
barriers  that  had  kept  him  out  of  the  maga- 
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zines  and  secured  him  the  acceptance  of  his 
"Confessions"  by  Lippincott  some  years 
ago,  and  brought  him  substantial  fame  and 
recognition  in  the  hterary  world. 


WILLIAM  DEAN  HOWELLS,  one 
of  the  leading  novelists  of  the  present 
century  and  author  of  a  number  of  works 
that  gained  for  him  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  was  born  March  i,  1837,  sit 
Martinsville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  At 
the  age  of  three  years  he  accompanied  his 
father,  who  was  a  printer,  to  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  printer's  trade. 
Later  he  was  engaged  on  the  editorial  staff 
of  the  "Cincinnati  Gazette "  and  the  "  Ohio 
State  Journal."  During  1861-65  he  was 
the  United  States  consul  at  Venice,  and 
from  1 87 1  to  1878  he  was  the  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  "Atlantic  Monthly."  As  a 
writer  he  became  one  of  the  most  fertile 
and  readable  of  authors  and  a  pleasing  poet. 
In  1885  he  became  connected  with  "  Har- 
per's Magazine. "  Mr.  Hovvells  was  author 
of  the  list  of  books  that  we  give  below: 
"Venetian  Life,"  "  Italian  Journeys,"  "No 
Love  Lost,"  "Suburban  Sketches,"  "Their 
Wedding  Journey,"  "A  Chance  Acquaint- 
ance," "A  Foregone  Conclusion,"  "Dr. 
Breen's  Practice,"  "A  Modern  Instance," 
"The  Rise  of  Silas  Lapham,"  "Tuscan 
Cities,"  "Indian  Summer,"  besides  many 
others.  He  also  wrote  the  ' '  Poem  of  Two 
Friends,"  with  J.  J.  Piatt  in  i860,  and 
some  minor  dramas:  "The  Drawing 
Room  Car,"  "The  Sleeping  Car,"  etc., 
that  are  full  of  exqusite  humor  and  elegant 
dialogue. 

JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL  was  a  son 
of  the  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  and  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  February  22, 
J  8 19.      He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 


1838  as  class  poet,  and  went  to  Harvard 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1840,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Boston,  but  soon  gave  his  un- 
divided attention  to  literary  labors.  Mr. 
Lowell  printed,  in  1841,  a  small  volume  of 
poems  entitled  ' '  A  Year's  Life, "  edited  with 
Robert  Carter;  in  1843,  "The  Pioneer, "  a 
literary  and  critical  magazine  (monthly),  and 
in  1848  another  book  of  poems,  that  con- 
tained several  directed  against  slavery.  He 
published  in  1844  a  volume  of  "Poems" 
and  in  1845  "  Conversations  on  Some 
of  the  Old  Poets,"  "The  Vision  of  Sir 
Launfal,"  "  A  Fable  for  Critics, "  and  "The 
Bigelow  Papers,"  the  lattet  satirical  es- 
says in  dialect  poetry  directed  against 
slavery  and  the  war  with  Me.xico.  In 
1851-52  he  traveled  in  Europe  and  re- 
sided in  Italy  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
delivered  in  1854-55  a  course  of  lectures  on 
the  British  poets,  before  the  Lowell  Insti- 
tute, Boston.  Mr.  Lowell  succeeded  Long- 
fellow in  January,  1855,  as  professor  of 
modern  languages  and  literature  at  Harvard 
College,  and  spent  another  year  in  Euiope 
qualifying  himself  for  that  post.  He  edited 
the  "  Atlantic  Monthly  "  from  1857  to  1862, 
and  the  "North  American  Review"  from 
1863  until  1872.  From  1864  to  1S70  he 
published  the  following  works:  "Fireside 
Travels,"  "Under  the  Willows,"  "The 
Commemoration  Ode,"  in  honor  of  the 
alumni  of  Harvard  who  had  fallen  in  the 
Civil  war;  "The  Cathedral,"  two  volumes 
of  essays;  "Among  My  Books"  and  "My 
Study  Windows,"  and  in  1867  he  published 
a  new  series  of  the  "  Bigelow  Papers.  "  He 
traveled  extensively  in  Europe  in  1872-74, 
and  received  in  person  the  degree  of  D.  C. 
L.  at  Oxford  and  that  of  LL.  D.  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  England.  He 
was  also  interested  in  political  life  and  held 
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many  important  offices.  He  was  United 
States  minister  to  Spain  in  1877  and  was 
also  minister  to  England  in  1880-85.  On 
January  2,  1884,  he  was  elected  lord  rector 
of  St.  Andrew  University  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, but  soon  after  he  resigned  the  same. 
Mr.  Lowell's  works  enjoy  great  popularity 
in  the  United  States  and  England.  He 
died  August  12,  1891. 


JOSEPH  HENRY,  one  of  America's 
greatest  scientists,  was  born  at  Albany, 
New  York,  December  17,  1797.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  city 
and  graduated  from  the  Albany  Academy, 
where  he  became  a  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics in  1826.  In  1827  he  commenced  a 
course  of  investigation,  which  he  continued 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  results  pro- 
duced had  great  effect  on  the  scientific  world. 
The  first  success  was  achieved  by  producing 
the  electric  magnet,  and  he  next  proved  the 
possibility  of  exciting  magnetic  energy  at  a 
distance,  and  it  was  the  invention  of  Pro- 
fessor Henry's  intensity  magnet  that  first 
made  the  invention  of  electric  telegraph  a 
possibility.  He  made  a  statement  regarding 
the  practicability  of  applying  the  intensity 
magnet  to  telegraphic  uses,  in  his  article  to 
the  "American  Journal  of  Science  "  in  1831. 
During  the  same  year  he  produced  the  first 
mechanical  contrivance  ever  invented  for 
maintaining  continuous  motion  by  means  of 
electro-magnetism,  and  he  also  contrived  a 
machine  by  which  signals  could  be  made  at 
a  distance  by  the  use  of  his  electro-magnet, 
the  signals  being  produced  by  a  lever  strik- 
ing on  a  bell.  Some  of  his  electro-magnets 
were  of  great  power,  one  carried  over  a  ton 
and  another  not  less  than  three  thousand  six 
hundred  pounds.  In  1832  he  discovered 
that  secondary  currents  could  be  produced 
in  a  long  conductor  by  the  induction  of  the 


primary  current  upon  itself,  and  also  in  the 
same  year  he  produced  a  spark  by  means  of 
a  purely  magnetic  induction.  Professor 
Henry  was  elected,  in  1832,  professor  of  nat- 
ural philosophy  in  the  College  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  in  his  earliest  lectures  at  Princeton, 
demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  the  electric 
telegraph.  He  visited  Europe  in  1837,  and 
while  there  he  had  an  interview  with  Pro- 
fessor Wheatstone,  the  inventor  of  the 
needle  magnetic  telegraph.  In  1846  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, being  the  first  incumbent  in  that  office, 
which  he  held  until  his  death.  Professor 
Henry  was  elected  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  in  1849,  and  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences.  He  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  lighthouse  board  of  the  United 
States  in  1871  and  held  that  position  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  from 
Union  College  in  1829,  and  from  Harvard 
University  in  185  i,  and  his  death  occurred 
May  13,  1878.  Among  his  numerous  works 
may  be  mentioned  the  following:  "Contri- 
butions to  Electricity  and  Magnetism," 
"  American  Philosophic  Trans,"  and  many 
articles  in  the  "American  Journal  of 
Science,"  the  journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute; the  proceedings  of  the  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
and  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  from  its  foundation. 


FRANKLIN  BUCHANAN,  the  famous 
rear-admiral  of  the  Confederate  navy 
during  the  rebellion,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  He  became  a  United  States 
midshipman  in  18 15  and  was  promoted 
through  the  various  grades  of  the  service 
and  became  a  captain  in  1855.  Mr.  Buch- 
anan resigned  his  captaincy  in  order  to  join 
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the  Confederate  service  in  1861  and  later  he 
asked  to  be  reinstated,  but  his  request  was 
refused  and  he  then  entered  into  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  government.  He  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  frigate  "  Merri- 
mac  "  after  she  had  been  fitted  up  as  an  iron- 
clad, and  had  command  of  her  at  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Hampton  Roads.  It  was 
he  who  had  command  when  the  "  Merri- 
mac"  sunk  the  two  wooden  frigates,  "  Con- 
gress" and  "Cumberland,"  and  was  also 
in  command  during  part  of  the  historical 
battle  of  the  "  Merrimac"  and  the  "Moni- 
tor," where  he  was  wounded  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Catesby 
Jones.  He  was  created  rear-admiral  in  the 
Confederate  service  and  commanded  the 
Confederate  fleet  in  Mobile  bay,  which  was 
defeated  by  Admiral  Farragut,  August  5, 
1864.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  in  command  of 
the  "Tennessee,"  an  ironclad,  and  during 
the  engagement  he  lost  one  of  his  legs  and 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  end  by  the  Union 
fleet.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Talbot 
county,  Maryland,  where  he  died  May  11, 
1874-  

RICHARD  PARKS  BLAND,  a  celebrated 
American  statesman,  frequently  called 
"the  father  of  the  house,"  because  of  his 
many  years  of  service  in  the  lower  house 
of  congress,  was  born  August  19,  1835, 
near  Hartford,  Kentucky,  where  he  received 
a  plain  academic  education.  He  moved, 
in  1855,  to  Missouri,  from  whence  he  went 
overland  to  California,  afterward  locating  in 
Virginia  City,  now  in  the  state  of  Nevada, 
but  then  part  of  the  territory  of  Utah. 
"While  there  he  practiced  law,  dabbled  in 
mines  and  mining  in  Nevada  and  California 
for  several  years,  and  served  for  a  time  as 
treasurer  of  Carson  county,  Nevada.  Mr. 
Bland  returned  to  Missouri  in   1865,  where 


he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Rolla, 
Missouri,  and  in  1869  removed  to  Lebanon, 
Missouri.  He  began  his  congressional  career 
in  1873,  when  he  was  elected  as  a  Demo- 
crat to  the  forty-third  congress,  and  he  was 
regularly  re-elected  to  every  congress  after 
that  time  up  to  the  fifty-fourth,  when  he  was 
defeated  for  re-election,  but  was  returned 
to  the  fifty-fifth  congress  as  a  Silver  Demo- 
crat. During  all  his  protracted  service, 
while  Mr.  Bland  was  always  steadfast  in  his 
support  of  democratic  measures,  yet  he  won 
his  special  renown  as  the  great  advocate  of 
silver,  being  strongly  in  favor  of  the  free 
and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  pronounced  views  was  one  of 
the  candidates  for  the  presidential  nomina- 
tion of  the   Democratic  party  at  Chicago  in 


FANNY  DAVENPORT  (F.  L.  G.  Daven- 
port) was  of  British  birth,  but  she  be- 
longs to  the  American  stage.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  the  famous  actor,  E.  L.  Daven- 
port, and  was  born  in  London  in  1850. 
She  first  went  on  the  stage  as  a  child  at  the 
Howard  Athenaeum,  Boston,  and  her  entire 
life  was  spent  upon  the  stage.  She  played 
children's  parts  at  Burton's  old  theater  in 
Chambersstreet,  and  then,  in  1862,  appeared 
as  the  King  of  Spain  in  "  Faint  Heart  Never 
Won  Fair  Lady. "  Here  she  attracted  the 
notice  of  Augustin  Daly,  the  noted  mana- 
ger, then  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  theater,  who 
offered  her  a  six  weeks'  engagement  with 
her  father  in  "London  Assurance."  She 
afterwards  appeared  at  the  same  house  in  a 
variety  of  characters,  and  her  versatility 
was  favorably  noticed  by  the  critics.  After 
the  burning  of  the  old  Fifth  Avenue,  the 
present  theater  of  that  name  was  built  at 
Twenty-eighth  street,  and  here  Miss  Daven- 
port appeared  in  a  play  written  for  her  by 
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Mr.  Daly.  She  scored  a  great  success. 
She  then  starred  in  this  play  throughout  the 
country,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Edwin  F. 
Price,  an  actor  of  her  company,  in  iSSo. 
In  1882  she  went  to  Paris  and  purchased 
the  right  to  produce  in  America  Sardou's 
great  emotional  play,  "Fedora."  It  was 
put  on  at  the  Fourteenth  Street  theater  in 
New  York,  and  in  it  she  won  popular  favor 
and  became  one  of  the  most  famous  actresses 
of  her  time. 


HORACE  BRIGHAM  CLAFLIN,  one 
of  the  greatest  merchants  America  has 
produced,  was  born  in  Milford,  Massachu- 
setts, a  son  of  John  Claflin,  also  a  mer- 
chant. Young  Claflin  started  his  active  life 
as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  after  having 
been  offered  the  opportunity  of  a  college 
education,  but  with  the  characteristic 
promptness  that  was  one  of  his  virtues  he 
exclaimed,  "No  law  or  medicine  for  me." 
He  had  set  his  heart  on  being  a  merchant, 
and  when  his  father  retired  he  and  his 
brother  Aaron,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Sam- 
uel Daniels,  conducted  the  business.  Mr. 
Claflin  was  not  content,  however,  to  run  a 
store  in  a  town  like  Milford,  and  accordingly 
opened  a  dry  goods  store  at  Worcester,  with 
his  brother  as  a  partner,  but  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  a  year  later  and  H.  B.  Claflin 
assumed  complete  control.  The  business 
in  Worcester  had  been  conducted  on  ortho- 
dox principles,  and  when  Mr.  Claflin  came 
there  and  introduced  advertising  as  a  means 
of  drawing  trade,  he  created  considerable 
animosity  among  the  older  merchants.  Ten 
years  later  he  was  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous merchants.  He  disposed  of  his  busi- 
ness in  Worcester  for  $30,000,  and  went  to 
New  York  to  search  for  a  wider  field  than 
that  of  a  shopkeeper.  Mr.  Claflin  and 
William  M.  Bulkley  started  in  the  dry  goods 


business  there  under  the  firm  name  of  Bulk- 
ley  &  Claflin,  in  1843,  and  Mr.  Bulkley  was 
connected  with  the  firm  until  1 851, when  he 
retired.  A  new  firm  was  then  formed  under 
the  name  of  Claflin,  Mellin  &  Co.  This 
firm  succeeded  in  founding  the  largest  dry 
goods  house  in  the  world,  and  after  weather- 
ing the  dangers  of  the  civil  war,  during 
which  the  house  came  very  near  going  un- 
der, and  was  saved  only  by  the  superior 
business  abilities  of  Mr.  Claflin,  continued  to 
grow.  The  sales  of  the  firm  amounted  to 
over  $72,000,000  a  year  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  Mr.  Claflin  died  November  14, 
1885.  

CHARLOTTE  CUSHMAN  (Charlotte 
Saunders  Cushman),  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  American  actresses,  was  born  in 
Boston,  July  23,  1816.  She  was  descended 
from  one  of  the  earliest  Puritan  families. 
Her  first  attempt  at  stage  work  was  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  in  a  charitable  concert 
given  by  amateurs  in  Boston.  From  this 
time  her  advance  to  the  first  place  on  the 
American  lyric  stage  was  steady,  until,  in 
1835,  while  singing  in  New  Orleans,  she 
suddenly  lost  control  of  her  voice  so  far  as 
relates  to  singing,  and  was  compelled  to  re- 
tire. She  then  took  up  the  study  for  the 
dramatic  stage  under  the  direction  of  Mr, 
Barton,  the  tragedian.  She  soon  after 
made  her  debut  as  "  Lady  Macbeth."  She 
appeared  in  New  York  in  September,  1836, 
and  her  success  was  immediate.  Her 
"Romeo"  was  almost  perfect,  and  she  is 
the  only  woman  that  has  ever  appeared  in 
the  part  of  "Cardinal  Wolsey."  She  at 
different  times  acted  as  support  of  Forrest 
and  Macready.  Her  London  engagement, 
secured  in  1845,  after  many  and  great  dis- 
couragements, proved  an  unqualified  suc- 
cess. 
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Her  farewell  appearance  was  at  Booth's 
theater,  New  York,  November  7,  1874,  in 
the  part  of  "  Lady  Macbeth,"  and  after  that 
performance  an  Ode  by  R.  H.  Stoddard 
was  read,  and  a  body  of  citizens  went  upon 
the  stage,  and  in  their  name  the  venerable 
poet  Longfellow  presented  her  with  a  wreath 
of  laurel  with  an  inscription  to  the  effect 
that  "she  who  merits  the  palm  should  bear 
it."  From  the  time  of  her  appearance  as  a 
modest  girl  in  a  charitable  entertainment 
down  to  the  time  of  final  triumph  as  a  tragic 
queen,  she  bore  herself  with  as  much  honor 
to  womanhood  as  to  the  profession  she  rep- 
resented. Her  death  occurred  in  Boston, 
February  18,  1876.  By  her  profession  she 
acquired  a  fortune  of  $600,000. 


NEAL  DOW,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
temperance  reformers  our  country  has 
known.wasborn  in  Portland,  Me.,  March  20, 
1804.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Friends  Seminary,  at  New  Bedford,  Massa- 
chusetts, his  parents  being  members  of  that 
sect.  After  leaving  school  he  pursued  a 
mecrantile  and  manufacturing  career  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  active  in  the 
affairs  of  his  native  city,  and  in  1839  be- 
came chief  of  the  fire  department,  and  in 
1 8  5 1  was  elected  mayor.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  latter  office  in  1854.  Being  opposed 
to  the  liquor  traffic  he  was  a  champion  of 
the  project  of  prohibition,  first  brought  for- 
ward in  I  839  by  James  Appieton.  While 
serving  his  first  term  as  mayor  he  drafted  a 
bill  for  the  "suppression  of  drinking  houses 
and  tippling  shops,"  which  he  took  to  the 
legislature  and  which  was  passed  without  an 
alteration.  In  1858  Mr.  Dow  was  elected 
to  the  legislature.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  Maine  Infantry  and  accompanied 
General  Butler's  expedition  to  New  Orleans. 


In  1862  he  was  made  brigadier-general.  At 
the  battle  of  Port  Hudson  May  27,  1863,  he 
was  twice  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner.  He 
was  confined  at  Libby  prison  and  Mobile 
nearly  a  year,  when,  being  exchanged,  he 
resigned,  his  health  having  given  way  under 
the  rigors  of  his  captivity.  He  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  England  in  the  interests  of 
temperance  organization,  where  he  addressed 
large  audiences.  He  was  the  candidate  of 
the  National  Prohibition  party  for  the  presi- 
dency in  1880,  receiving  about  ten  thousand 
votes.  In  1884  he  was  largely  instrumental 
in  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of 
Maine,  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  popular 
vote,  which  forever  forbade  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  any  intoxicating  beverages,  and 
commanding  the  legislature  to  enforce  the 
prohibition.      He  died  October  2,   1897. 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth  president 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  Virginia,  September  24, 
1784.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  his  fath- 
er's plantation  and  his  education  was  lim- 
ited. In  1808  he  was  made  lieutenant  of 
the  Seventh  Infantrj',  and  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  New  Orleans.  He  was  promoted 
to  captain  in  18 10,  and  commanded  at  Fort 
Harrison,  near  the  present  site  of  Terre 
Haute,  in  18 12,  where,  for  his  gallant  de- 
fense, he  was  brevetted  major,  attaining  full 
rank  in  18 14.  In  181  5  he  retired  to  an  es- 
tate near  Louisville.  In  18 16  here-entered 
the  army  as  major,  and  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant-colonel  and  then  to  colonel. 
Having  for  many  years  been  Indian  agent 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  western  country, 
he  was  often  required  in  Washington  to  give 
advice  and  counsel  in  matters  connected 
with  the  Indian  b  jreau.  He  served  through 
the  Black  Hawk  Tndian  war  of  1832,  and  in 
1837  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
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army  in  Florida,  where  he  attacked  the  In- 
dians in  the  swamps  and  brakes,  defeated 
them  and  ended  the  war.  He  was  brevetted 
brigadier-general  and  made  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  in  Florida.  He  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
southwest  in  1840,  but  was  soon  after  re- 
lieved of  it  at  his  request.  He  was  then 
stationed  at  posts  in  Arkansas.  In  1845  he 
was  ordered  to  prepare  to  protect  and  de- 
fend Texas  boundaries  from  invasion  by 
Mexicans  and  Indians.  On  the  annexation 
of  Texas  he  proceeded  with  one  thousand 
five  hundred  men  to  Corpus  Christi,  within 
the  disputed  territory.  After  reinforcement 
he  was  ordered  by  the  Mexican  General  Am- 
pudia  to  retire  beyond  the  Nueces  river, 
with  which  order  he  declined  to  comply. 
The  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma  followed,  and  he  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  and  occupied  Matamoras  May  i8th. 
He  was  commissioned  major-general  for  this 
campaign,  and  in  September  he  advanced 
upon  the  city  of  Monterey  and  captured  it 
after  a  hard  fight.  Here  he  took  up  winter 
quarters,  and  when  he  was  about  to  resume 
activity  in  the  spring  he  was  ordered  to  send 
the  larger  part  of  his  army  to  reinforce 
General  Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  After  leaving 
garrisons  at  various  points  his  army  was  re- 
duced to  about  five  thousand,  mostly  fresh 
recruits.  He  was  attacked  by  the  army  of 
Santa  Anna  at  Buena  Vista,  February  22, 
1847,  snd  after  a  severe  fight  completely 
routed  the  Mexicans.  He  received  the 
thanks  of  congress  and  a  gold  medal  for 
this  victory.  He  remained  in  command  of 
the  "  army  of  occupation "  until  winter, 
when  he  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  1848  General  Taylor  was  nominated 
by  the  Whigs  for  president.  He  was  elected 
over  his  two  opponents,  Cass  and  Van 
Buren.      Great  bitterness  was  developing  in 


the  struggle  for  and  against  the  extension  of 
slavery,  and  the  newly  acquired  territory  in 
the  west,  and  the  fact  that  the  states  were 
now  equally  divided  on  that  question,  tended 
to  increase  the  feeling.  .President  Taylor 
favored  immediate  admission  of  California 
with  her  constitution  prohibiting  slavery, 
and  the  admission  of  other  states  to  be 
formed  out  of  the  new  territory  as  they 
might  elect  as  they  adopted  constitutions 
from  time  to  time.  This  policy  resulted  in 
the  "  Omnibus  Bill,"  which  afterward  passed 
congress,  though  in  separate  bills;  not,  how- 
ever, until  after  the  death  of  the  soldier- 
statesman,  which  occurred  July  9,  1850. 
One  of  his  daughters  became  the  wife  of 
Jefferson  Davis. 


M' 


ELVILLE  D.  LANDON,  better  known 
as  "  Eli  Perkins, "  author,  lecturer  and 
humorist,  was  born  in  Eaton,  New  York, 
September  7,  1839.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Landon  and  grandson  of  Rufus  Lan- 
don,  a  revolutionary  soldier  from  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut.  Melville  was  edu- 
cated at  the  district  school  and  neighboring 
academy,  where  he  was  prepared  for  the 
sophomore  class  at  Madison  University.  He 
passed  two  years  at  the  latter,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  Union  College,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1861,  receiving  the  degree  of 
A.  M.,  in  1862.  He  was,  at  once,  ap- 
pointed to  a  position  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment at  Washington.  This  being  about  the 
time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and 
before  the  appearance  of  any  Union  troops 
at  the  capital,  he  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "  Clay  Battalion,"  of  Washing- 
ton. Leaving  his  clerkship  some  time  later, 
he  took  up  duties  on  the  staff  of  General  A. 
L.  Chetlain,  who  was  in  command  at  Mem- 
phis. In  1864  he  resigned  from  the  army 
and  engaged  in  cotton  planting  in  Arkansas 
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and  Louisiana.  In  1867  he  went  abroad, 
making  the  tour  of  Europe,  traversing  Rus- 
sia. While  in  the  latter  country  his  old 
commander  of  the  "  Clay  Battalion,"  Gen- 
eral Cassius  M.  Clay,  then  United  States 
minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  made  him  secre- 
tary of  legation.  In  1871,  on  returning  to 
America,  he  published  a  history  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  and  followed  it  with 
numerous  humorous  writings  for  the  public 
press  under  the  name  of  "Eli  Perkins," 
which,  with  his  regular  contributions  to  the 
"  Commercial  Advertiser,"  brought  him  into 
notice,  and  spread  his  reputation  as  a  hu- 
morist throughout  the  country.  He  also  pub- 
lished "Saratoga  in  1891,"  "Wit,  Humor 
and  Pathos,"  "Wit  and  Humor  of  the  Age," 
"  Kings  of  Platform  and  Pulpit, ""  Thirty 
Years  of  Wit  and  Humor,"  "  Fun  and  Fact," 
and  "  China  and  Japan." 


LEWIS  CASS,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent statesman  and  party  leaders  of  his 
day,  was  born  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
October  9,  1782.  He  studied  law,  and  hav- 
ing removed  toZanesviile,  Ohio,  commenced 
the  practice  of  that  profession  in  1802.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  1812  and  was  made  a  colonel  in 
the  army  under  General  William  Hull,  and 
on  the  surrender  of  Fort  Maiden  by  that 
ofificer  was  held  as  a  prisoner.  Being  re- 
leased in  18 1 3,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general  and  in  1814  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Michigan  Territory. 
After  he  had  held  that  office  for  some 
sixteen  years,  negotiating,  in  the  meantime, 
many  treaties  with  the  Indians,  General 
Cass  was  made  secretary  of  war  in  the  cabi- 
net of  President  Jackson,  in  1831.  He  was, 
in  1836,  appointed  minister  to  France, 
which  office  he  held  for  six  years.  In  1844 
he  ".as  elected  United   States  senator  from 


Michigan.  In  1846  General  Cass  opposed 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  which  was  an  amend- 
ment to  a  bill  for  the  purchase  of  land  from 
Mexico,  which  provided  that  in  any  of  the 
territory  acquired  from  that  power  slavery 
should  not  exist.  For  this  and  other  reasons 
he  was  nominated  as  Democratic  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  in 
1848,  but  was  defeated  by  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  the  Whig  candidate,  having  but 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  electoral  votes 
to  his  opponent's  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three.  In  1849  General  Cass  was  re-elected 
to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
1854  supported  Douglas'  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill.  He  became  secretary  of  state  in 
March,  1857,  under  President  Buchanan, 
but  resigned  that  office  in  December,  i860. 
He  died  June  17,  1866.  The  published 
works  of  Lewis  Cass,  while  not  numerous, 
are  well  written  and  display  much  ability. 
He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day 
in  the  political  councils  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  left  a  reputation  for  high  probity 
and  honor  behind  him. 


DEWITT  CLINTON.— Probably  there 
were  but  few  men  who  were  so  popular 
in  their  time,  or  who  have  had  so  much  in- 
fluence in  moulding  events  as  the  individual 
whose  name  honors  the  head  of  this  article. 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  son  of  General 
James  Clinton,  and  a  nephew  of  Governor 
George  Clinton,  who  was  the  fourth  vice- 
president  of  the  Utiited  States.  He  was  a 
native  of  Orange  county.  New  York,  born  at 
Little  Britain,  March  2,  1769.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Columbia  College,  in  his  native 
state,  in  1796,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law. 
In  1790  he  became  private  secretary  to  his 
uncle,  then  governor  of  New  York.  He  en- 
tered public  life  as  a  Republican  or  anti- 
Federalist,  and  was  elected   to  the   lower 
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house  of  the  state  assembly  in  1797,  and  the 
senate  of  that  body  in  1798.  At  that  time 
he  was  looked  on  as  "  the  most  rising  man 
in  the  Union."  In  1801  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  senate.  In  1803  he  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  and  council 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  then  a 
very  important  and  powerful  office.  Hav- 
ing been  re-appointed,  he  held  the  office 
of  mayor  for  nearly  eleven  years,  and 
rendered  great  service  to  that  city.  Mr. 
Clinton  served  as  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  1811-13,  and 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  examine  and  survey  a  route  for  a  canal 
from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie.  Dif- 
fering with  President  Madison,  in  relation  to 
the  war,  in  1812,  he  was  nominated  for  the 
presidency  against  that  gentleman,  by  a 
coalition  party  called  the  Clintonians,  many 
of  whom  were  Federalists.  Clinton  received 
eight-nine  electoral  votes.  His  course  at 
this  time  impaired  his  popularity  for  a  time. 
He  was  removed  from  the  mayoralty  in 
1814,  and  retired  to  private  life.  In  1815 
he  wrote  a  powerful  argument  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Erie  canal,  then  a  great  and 
beneficent  work  of  which  he  was  the  prin- 
cipal promoter.  This  was  in  the  shape  of 
a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  which,  in 
18 17,  passed  a  bill  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  that  canal.  The  same  year  he  was 
elected  governor  of  New  York,  almost  unani- 
mously, notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
a  few  who  pronounced  the  scheme  of  the 
canal  visionary.  He  was  re-elected  governor 
in  1820.  He  was  at  this  time,  also,  presi- 
dent of  the  canal  commissioners.  He  de- 
clined a  re-election  to  the  gubernatorial 
chair  in  1822  and  was  removed  from  his 
place  on  the  canal  board  two  years  later. 
But  he  was  triumphantly  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  governor  that  fall,  and  his  pet  project. 


the  Erie  canal,  was  finished  the  next  year. 
He  was  re-elected  governor  in  1826,  but 
died  while  holding  that  office,  February  il, 
1828.  

AARON  BURR,  one  of  the  many  brilliant 
figures  on  the  political  stage  in  the  early 
days  of  America,  was  born  at  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  February  6,  1756.  He  was  the  son 
of  Aaron  and  Esther  Burr,  the  former  the 
president  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Edwards, 
who  had  been  president  of  the  same  educa- 
tional institution.  Young  Burr  graduated 
at  Princeton  in  1772.  In  1775  he  joined 
the  provincial  army  at  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts. For  a  time,  he  served  as  a  private 
soldier,  but  later  was  made  an  aide  on  the 
staff  of  the  unfortunate  General  Montgom- 
ery, in  the  Quebec  expedition.  Subse- 
quently he  was  on  the  staffs  of  Arnold,  Put- 
nam and  Washington,  the  latter  of  whom 
he  disliked.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  and  commanded  a 
brigade  on  Monmouth's  bloody  field.  In 
1779,  on  account  of  feeble  health.  Colonel 
Burr  resigned  from  the  army.  He  took  up 
the  practice  of  law  in  Albany,  New  York, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  New  York  City. 
In  1789  he  became  attorney-general  of  that 
state.  In  1791  he  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  state  of  New  York  in  the  United  States 
senate  and  held  that  position  for  six  years. 
In  1800  he  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were  both 
candidates  for  the  presidency,  and  there 
being  a  tie  in  the  electoral  college,  each 
having  seventy-three  votes,  the  choice  was 
left  to  congress,  who  gave  the  first  place  to 
Jefferson  and  made  Aaron  Burr  vice-presi- 
dent, as  the  method  then  was.  In  1S04  Mr. 
Burr  and  his  great  rival,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, met  in  a  duel,  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  the  latter,  Burr  losing  thereby  coa- 
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siderable  political  and  social  influence.  He 
soon  embarked  in  a  wild  attempt  upon 
Mexico,  and  as  was  asserted,  upon  the 
southwestern  territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  tried  for  treason  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1807,  but  acquitted, 
and  to  avoid  importunate  creditors,  fled  to 
Europe.  After  a  time,  in  18 12,  he  returned 
to  New  York,  where  he  practiced  law,  and 
where  he  died,  September  14,  1836.  A  man 
of  great  ability,  brilliant  and  popular  talents, 
his  influence  was  destroyed  by  his  unscrupu- 
lous political  actions  and  immoral  private 
life.  

ALBERT  GALLATIN,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  statesmen  of  the  early 
days  of  the  republic,  was  born  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  January  29,  1761.  He  was 
thesonof  Jean  de  Gallatin  and  Sophia  A. 
Rolaz  du  Rose}'  Gallatin,  representatives  of 
an  old  patrician  family.  Albert  Gallatin 
was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  and  was 
educated  under  the  care  of  friends  of  his 
parents.  He  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Geneva  in  1779,  and  declining  employ- 
ment under  one  of  the  sovereigns  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  the  struggling  colonies,  land- 
ing in  Boston  July  14,  1780.  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  he  proceeded  to  Maine,  where  he 
served  as  a  volunteer  under  Colonel  Allen. 
He  made  advances  to  the  government  for 
the  support  of  the  American  troops,  and  in 
November,  1780,  was  placed  in  command 
of  a  small  fort  at  Passamaquoddy,  defended 
by  a  force  of  militia,  volunteers  and  Indians. 
In  1783  he  was  professor  of  the  French 
language  at  Harvard  University.  A  year 
later,  having  received  his  patrimony  from 
Europe,  he  purchased  large  tracts  of  land 
in  western  Virginia,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  Indians  from  forming  the  large  settle- 
ment he  proposed,  and,  in  1786,  purchased 


a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1789  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  that  state,  and 
united  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
the  head  of  which  was  Thomas  Jefferson. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he  was 
subsequently  re-elected.  In  1793  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate,  but 
could  not  take  his  seat  on  account  of  not 
having  been  a  citizen  long  enough.  In  i  794 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  elected  to  the  representa- 
tive branch  of  congress,  in  which  he  served 
three  terms.  He  also  took  an  important 
position  in  the  suppression  of  the  "whiskey 
insurrection."  In  1801,  on  the  accession  of 
Jefferson  to  the  presidency,  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
In  1809  Mr.  Madison  offered  him  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  state,  but  he  declined, 
and  continued  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
until  1812,  a  period  of  twelve  years.  He 
exercised  a  great  influence  on  the  other  de- 
partments and  in  the  general  administration, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  financial  reform, 
and  recommended  measures  for  taxation, 
etc. ,  which  were  passed  by  congress,  and  be- 
came laws  May  24,  1 8 1 3.  The  same  year  he 
was  sent  as  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  Rus- 
sia, which  had  offered  to  mediate  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  but  the  lat- 
ter country  refusing  the  interposition  of 
another  power,  and  agreeing  to  treat  di- 
rectly with  the  United  States,  in  1814,  at 
Ghent,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  connection  with  his 
distinguished  colleagues,  negotiated  and 
signed  the  treaty  of  peace.  In  181 5,  in 
conjunction  with  Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay, 
he  signed,  at  London,  a  commercial  treaty 
between  the  two  countries.  In  18 16,  de- 
clining his  old  post  at  the  head  of  the  treas- 
ury, Mr.  Gallatin  was  sent  as  minister  to 
France,    where    he    remained    until    1823. 
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After  a  year  spent  in  England  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, he  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
York,  and  from  that  time  held  no  public 
office.  In  1830  he  was  chosen  president  of 
the  council  of  the  University  of  New  York. 
He  was,  in  1831,  made  president  of  the 
National  bank,  which  position  he  resigned 
in  1839.      He  died  August  12,  1849. 


MILLARD  FILLMORE,  the  thirteenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  of  New  England  parentage  in  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  January  7, 
1800.  His  school  education  was  very  lim- 
ited, but  he  occupied  his  leisure  hours  in 
study.  He  worked  in  youth  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  a  wool 
carder  and  cloth  dresser.  Four  years  later 
he  was  induced  by  Judge  Wood  to  enter  his 
office  at  Montville,  New  York,  and  take  up 
the  study  of  law.  This  warm  friend,  find- 
ing young  Fillmore  destitute  of  means, 
loaned  him  money,  but  the  latter,  not  wish- 
ing to  incur  a  heavy  debt,  taught  school 
during  part  of  the  time  and  in  this  and  other 
ways  helped  maintain  himself.  In  1822  he 
removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  the  year 
following,  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  East  Aurora,  in  the  same  state.  Here 
he  remained  until  1830,  having,  in  the 
meantime,  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  became  the  partner  of  S.  G. 
Haven  and  N.  K.  Hall.  He  entered  poli- 
tics and  served  in  the  state  legislature  from 
1829  to  1832.  He  was  in  congress  in  1833- 
35  and  in  1837-41,  where  he  proved  an 
active  and  useful  member,  favoring  the 
views  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  then  battling 
almost  alone  the  slave-holding  party  in  na- 
tional politics,  and  in  most  of  public  ques- 


tions acted  with  the  Whig  party.  While 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  he  took  a  leading  part  in  draughting 
the  tariff  bill  of  1842.  In  1844  Mr.  Fill- 
more was  the  Whig  candidate  for  governor 
of  New  York.  In  1847  he  was  chosen 
comptroller  of  the  state,  and  abandoning 
his  practice  and  profession  removed  to  Al- 
bany. In  1848  he  was  elected  vice  presi- 
dent on  the  ticket  with  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  they  were  inaugurated  the  fol- 
lowing March.  On  the  death  of  the  presi- 
dent, July  9,  1850,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  in- 
ducted into  that  office.  The  great  events 
of  his  administration  were  the  passage  of 
the  famous  compromise  acts  of  1850,  and 
the  sending  out  of  the  Japan  expedition  of 
1852. 

March  4,  1853,  having  served  one  term, 
President  Fillmore  retired  from  office,  and 
in  1855  went  to  Europe,  where  he  received 
marked  attention.  On  returning  home,  in 
1856,  he  was  nominated  for  the  presidency 
by  the  Native  American  or  "  Know-Noth- 
ing" party,  but  was  defeated,  James  Buch- 
anan being  the  successful  candidate. 

Mr.  Fillmore  ever  afterward  lived  in  re- 
tirement. During  the  conflict  of  Civil  war 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  sup- 
posed, however,  that  his  sympathy  was  with 
the  southern  confederacy.  He  kept  aloof 
from  the  conflict  without  any  words  of  cheer 
to  the  one  party  or  the  other.  For  this  rea- 
son he  was  forgotten  by  both.  He  died  of 
paralysis,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  8, 
1874-  

PETER  F.  ROTHERMEL,  one  of  Amer- 
ica's greatest  and  best-known  historical 
painters,  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  8,  1817,  and  was  of  German 
ancestry.  He  received  his  earlier  education 
in   his   native   county,  and   in    Philadelphia 
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learned  the  profession  of  land  surveying. 
But  a  strong  bias  toward  art  drew  him  away 
and  he  soon  opened  a  studio  where  he  did 
portrait  painting.  This  soon  gave  place  to 
historical  painting,  he  having  discovered  the 
bent  of  his  genius  in  that  direction.  Be- 
sides the  two  pictures  in  the  Capitol  at 
Washington — -"DeSoto  Discovering  the  Mis- 
sissippi" and  "Patrick  Henry  Before  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses" — Rothermel 
painted  many  others,  chief  among  which 
are:  "Columbus  Before  Queen  Isabella," 
"Martyrs  of  the  Colosseum,"  "Cromwell 
Breaking  Up  Service  in  an  English  Church, " 
and  the  famous  picture  of  the  "Battle 
of  Gettysburg."  The  last  named  was 
painted  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
which  Rothermel  received  the  sum  of  $25,- 
000,  and  which  it  took  him  four  years  to 
plan  and  to  paint.  It  represents  the  portion 
of  that  historic  field  held  by  the  First  corps, 
an  exclusively  Pennsylvania  body  of  men, 
and  was  selected  by  Rothermel  for  that 
reason.  For  many  years  most  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  Italy,  only  returning  for  short 
periods.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  August 
i6,  1895. 

EDMUND  KIRBY  SMITH,  one  of  the 
distinguished  leaders  upon  the  side  of  the 
south  in  the  late  Civil  war,  was  born  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  in  1824.  After  receiv- 
ing the  usual  education  he  was  appointed  to 
the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1845  ^""^ 
entered  the  army  as  second  lieutenant  of 
infantry.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  was 
made  first  lieutenant  and  captain  for  gallant 
conduct  at  Cerro  Gordo  and  Contreras. 
From  1849  to  1852  he  was  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  West  Point.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  Second  cavalry  with 
the  rank  of  captain  in   1855,  served  on  the 


frontier,  and  was  wounded  in  a  fight  with 
Comanche  Indians  in  Texas,  May  13,  1859. 
In  January,  1861,  he  became  major  of  his 
regiment,  but  resigned  April  9th  to  fol- 
low the  fortunes  of  the  southern  cause. 
He  was  appointed  brigadier-general  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  served  in  Virginia. 
At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861, 
he  arrived  on  the  field  late  in  the  day,  but 
was  soon  disabled  by  a  wound.  He  was 
made  major-general  in  1862,  and  being  trans- 
ferred to  East  Tennessee,  was  given  com- 
mand of  that  department.  Under  General 
Braxton  Bragg  he  led  the  advance  in  the 
invasion  of  Kentucky  and  defeated  the  Union 
forces  at  Richmond,  Kentuckj',  August  30, 

1862,  and  advanced  to  Frankfort.  Pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  he 
was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Perryville, 
October  10,  and  in  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro,   December  31,    1862,   and  January  3, 

1863.  He  was  soon  made  general,  the 
highest  rank  in  the  service,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  trans-Mississippi  department 
opposed  General  N.  P.  Banks  in  the  famous 
Red  River  expedition,  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  Jenkins  Ferry,  April  30,  1864,  and 
other  engagements  of  that  eventful  cam- 
paign. He  was  the  last  to  surrender  the 
forces  under  his  command,  which  he  did 
May  26,  1865.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  located  in  Tennessee,  where  he  died 
March  28,  1893. 


JOHN  JAMES  INGALLS,  a  famous 
American  statesman,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1833,  at  Middleton,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  early 
education.  He  went  to  Kansas  in  1858 
and  joined  the  free-soil  army,  and  a  year 
after  his  arrival  he  was  a  member  of  the  his- 
torical Wyandotte  convention,  which  drafted 
a   free-state  constitution.      In  i860  he  was 
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made  secretary  of  the  territorial  council, 
and  in  1861  was  secretary  of  the  state  sen- 
ate. The  next  year  he  was  duly  elected  to 
the  legitimate  state  senate  from  Atchison, 
where  he  had  made  his  home.  From  that 
time  he  was  the  leader  of  the  radical  Re- 
publican element  in  the  state.  He  became 
the  editor  of  the  "  Atchison  Champion  "  in 
1863,  which  was  a  "red-hot  free-soil  Re- 
publican organ."  In  1862  he  was  the  anti- 
Lane  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  but 
was  defeated.  He  was  elected  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  senate  to  succeed  Senator  Pom- 
eroy,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  forty-third 
congress  and  served  until  the  fiftieth.  In 
the  forty-ninth  congress  he  succeeded  Sen- 
ator Sherman  as  president  pro  tern.,  which 
position  he  held  through  the  fiftieth  con- 
gress. 

BENJAMIN  WEST,  the  greatest  of  the 
early  American  painters,  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent  and  Quaker  parentage.  He  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  in  1738. 
From  what  source  he  inherited  his  genius  it 
is  hard  to  imagine,  since  the  tenets  and 
tendencies  of  the  Quaker  faith  were  not  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  genius  of  art,  but 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  with  no  suggestion 
except  that  of  inspiration,  we  find  him  choos- 
ing his  model  from  life,  and  laboring  over 
his  first  work  calculated  to  attract  public 
notice.  It  was  a  representation  of  a  sleep- 
ing child  in  its  cradle.  The  brush  with 
which  he  painted  it  was  made  of  hairs 
which  he  plucked  from  the  cat's  tail,  and 
the  colors  were  obtained  from  the  war  paints 
of  friendly  Indians,  his  mother's  indigo  bag, 
and  ground  chalk  and  charcoal,  and  the  juice 
of  berries,  but  there  were  touches  in  the  rude 
production  that  he  declared  in  later  days 
were  a  credit  to  his  best  works.  The  pic- 
ture  attracted    notice,    for    a   council    was 


called  at  once  to  pass  upon  the  boy's  con- 
duct in  thus  infringing  the  laws  of  the  so- 
ciety. There  were  judges  among  them  who 
saw  in  his  genius  a  rare  gift  and  their  wis- 
dom prevailed,  and  the  child  was  given  per- 
mission to  follow  his  inclination.  He  studied 
under  a  painter  named  Williams,  and  then 
spent  some  years  as  a  portrait  painter  with 
advancing  success.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  went  to  Italy,  and  not  until  he  had 
perfected  himself  by  twenty-three  years  of 
labor  in  that  paradise  of  art  was  he  satisfied 
to  turn  his  face  toward  home.  However,  he 
stopped  at  London,  and  decided  to  settle 
there,  sending  to  America  for  his  intended 
bride  to  join  him.  Though  the  Revolution- 
ary war  was  raging,  King  George  III  showed 
the  American  artist  the  highest  considera- 
tion and  regard.  His  remuneration  from 
works  for  royalty  amounted  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year  for  thirty  years. 

West's  best  known  work  in  America  is, 
perhaps,  "The  Death  of  General  Wolf." 
West  was  one  of  the  thirty-six  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  academy  and  succeeded 
Joshua  Reynolds  as  president,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  his  death.  His  early 
works  were  his  best,  as  he  ceased  to  display 
originality  in  his  later  life,  conventionality 
having  seriously  affected  his  efforts.  He 
died  in  1820. 


SAMUEL  PORTER  JONES,  the  famous 
Georgia  evangelist,  was  born  October 
16,  1847,  in  Chambers  county,  Alabama. 
He  did  not  attend  school  regularly  during 
his  boyhood,  but  worked  on  a  farm,  and 
went  to  school  at  intervals,  on  account  of 
ill  health.  His  father  removed  to  Carters- 
ville,  Georgia,  when  Mr.  Jones  was  a  small 
boy.  He  quit  school  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
and  never  attended  college.  The  warinter^ 
fered  with  his  education,  which  was  intended 
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to  prepare  him  for  the  legal  profession. 
After  the  war  he  renewed  his  preparation 
for  college,  but  was  compelled  to  desist  from 
such  a  course,  as  his  health  failed  him  en- 
tirely. Later  on,  however,  he  still  pursued 
his  legal  studies  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Soon  after  this  event  he  went  to  Dal- 
las, Paulding  county,  Georgia,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  in  a  few  months  removed  to  Cherokee 
county,  Alabama,  where  he  taught  school. 
In  1 869  he  returned  to  Cartersville,  Georgia, 
and  arrived  in  time  to  see  his  father  die. 
Immediately  after  this  event  he  applied  for 
a  license  to  preach,  and  went  to  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  to  the  meeting  of  the  North  Geor- 
gia Conference  of  the  M.  E.  church  south, 
which  received  him  on  trial.  He  became 
an  evangelist  of  great  note,  and  traveled 
extensively,  delivering  his  sermons  in  an 
inimitable  style  that  made  him  very  popular 
with  the  masses,  his  methods  of  conducting 
revivals  being  unique  and  original  and  his 
preaching  practical  and  incisive. 


SHELBY  MOORE  CULLOM,  a  national 
character  in  political  affairs  and  for 
many  years  United  States  senator  from 
Illinois,  was  born  November  22,  1829,  at 
Monticello,  Kentucky.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Illinois  in  1830  and  spent  his  early 
yearsonafarm,  but  havingformcd  the  purpose 
of  devoting  himself  to  the  lawyer's  profession 
he  spent  two  years  study  at  the  Rock  River 
seminary  atMount  Morris,  Illinois.  In  1853 
Mr.  Cullom  entered  the  law  office  of  Stuart 
and  Edwards  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  two 
years  later  he  began  the  independent  prac- 
tice of  law  in  that  city.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  was  soon  elected  city 
attorney  of  Springfield.  In  1856  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Illinois  house  of 
representatives.      He  identified  himself  with 


the  newly  formed  Republican  party  and  in 
i860  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature  of  his 
state,  in  which  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
house.  In  1862  President  Lincoln  appoint- 
ed a  commission  to  pass  upon  and  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  United  States  quarter- 
masters and  disbursing  officers,  composed 
as  follows:  Shelby  M.  Cullom,  of  Illinois; 
Charles  A.  Dana,  of  New  York,  and 
Gov.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Cullom  was  nominated  for  congress  in 
1864,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
1,785.  In  the  house  of  representatives  he 
became  an  active  and  aggressive  member, 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  territories 
and  served  in  congress  until  1868.  Mr. 
Cullom  was  returned  to  the  state  legislature, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  speaker  in  1872, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1874.  In  1876  he 
was  elected  governor  of  Illinois  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  he  was  chosen  for  a  second 
term.  He  was  elected  United  States  senator 
in  18S3  and  twice  re-elected. 


RICHARD  JORDAN  CATLING,  an 
American  inventor  of  much  note,  was 
born  in  Hertford  county.  North  Carolina, 
September  12,  1818.  At  an  early  age  he 
gave  promise  of  an  inventive  genius.  The 
first  emanation  from  his  mind  was  the 
invention  of  a  screw  for  the  propulsion  oi 
water  craft,  but  on  application  for  a 
patent,  found  that  he  was  forestalled  but 
a  short  time  by  John  Ericsson.  Subse- 
quently he  invented  a  machine  for  sowing 
wheat  in  drills,  which  was  used  to  a  great 
extent  throughout  the  west.  He  then  stud- 
ied medicine,  and  in  1847-8  attended 
lectures  at  the  Indiana  Medical  College 
at  Laporte,  and  in  1848-9  at  the  Ohio 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati.  He  later 
discovered  a  method  of  transmitting  power 
through  the  medium  of  compressed  air.     A 
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double-acting  hemp  break  was  also  invented 
by  him.  The  invention,  however,  by  which 
Dr.  Gatling  became  best  known  was  the 
famous  machine  gun  which  bears  his  name. 
This  he  brought  to  light  in  1861-62,  and  on 
the  first  trial  of  it,  in  the  spring  of  the  latter 
year,  two  hundred  shots  per  minute  were 
fired  from  it.  After  making  some  improve- 
ments which  increased  its  efficiency,  it  was 
submitted  to  severe  trials  by  our  govern- 
ment at  the  arsenals  at  Frankfort,  Wash- 
ington and  Fortress  Monroe,  and  at  other 
points.  The  gun  was  finally  adopted  by 
our  government,  as  well  as  by  that  of  Great 
Britain,  Russia  and  others. 


BENJAMIN  RYAN  TILLMAN,  who  won 
a  national  fame  in  politics,  was  born 
August  II,  1847,  in  Edgefield  county,  South 
Carolina.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Oldfield  school,  where  he  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  Latin  and  Greek,  in  addition 
to  a  good  English  education.  He  left  school 
in  1864  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  but 
was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  a  severe 
illness,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  an  eye. 
In  1867  he  removed  to  Florida,  but  returned 
in  1 858,  when  he  was  married  and  devoted 
himself  to  farming.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  organization  of  his  county, 
but  except  a  few  occasional  services  he  took 
no  active  part  in  politics  then.  Gradually, 
however,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the 
depressed  condition  of  the  farming  interests 
of  his  state,  and  in  August,  18S5,  before  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  agricultural  society  and 
state  grange  at  Bennettsville,  he  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  set  forth  the  cause  of 
agricultural  depression  and  urged  measures 
of  relief.  From  his  active  interest  in  the 
farming  class  he  was  styled  the  "  Agricult- 
ural Moses."  He  advocated  an  industrial 
school  for  women  and  for  a  separate  agri- 


cultural college,  and  in  1887  he  secured  a 
modification  in  the  final  draft  of  the  will  of 
Thomas  G.  Clemson,  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  the  Clemson  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Fort  Hill.  In  1890  he  was  chosen 
governor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
carried  the  election  by  a  large  majority. 
Governor  Tillman  was  inaugurated  Decem- 
ber 4,  1890.  Mr.  Tillman  was  next  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  from  South 
Carolina,  and  gained  a  national  reputation 
by  his  fervid  oratory. 


GEORGE  DENISON  PRENTICE.— 
No  journalist  of  America  was  so  cele- 
brated in  his  time  for  the  wit,  spice,  and 
vigor  of  his  writing,  as  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  From  Atlantic  to 
Pacific  he  was  well  known  by  his  witticism 
as  well  as  by  strength  and  force  of  his  edi- 
torials. He  was  a  native  of  Preston,  Con- 
necticut, born  December  18,  1802.  After 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  liberal  education 
in  his  youth,  he  entered  Brown  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1823.  Tak- 
ing up  the  study  of  law,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1829.  During  part  of  his  time 
he  was  editor  of  the  "  New  England  Weekly 
Review,"  a  position  which  he  relinquished 
to  go  south  and  was  succeeded  by  John 
Greenleaf  Whittier,  the  Quaker  poet. 

On  arriving  in  Louisville,  whither  he 
had  gone  to  gather  items  for  his  history  of 
Henry  Clay,  Mr.  Prentice  became  identified 
with  the  "  Louisville  Journal,"  which,  under 
his  hands,  became  one  of  the  leading  V/hig 
newspapers  of  the  country.  At  the  head  of 
this  he  remained  until  the  day  of  his  death. 
This  latter  event  occurred  January  22,  1870, 
and  he  was  succeeded  in  the  control  of  the 
"  Journal  "  by    Colonel    Henry  Watterson. 

Mr.  Prentice  was  an  author  of  consider- 
able celebrity,  chief  among  his  works  being 
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"The  Life  of  Henry  Clay,"  and  "  Prentice- 
ana,"  a  collection  of  wit  and  humor,  that 
passed  through  several  large  editions. 


SAM.  HOUSTON,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
critics  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 
who  ever  figured  in  American  history,  was  a 
native  of  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia,  born 
March  2,  1793.  Early  in  life  he  was  left  in 
destitute  circumstances  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  and,  with  his  mother,  removed  to 
Tennessee,  then  almost  a  boundless  wilder- 
ness. He  received  but  little  education, 
spending  the  most  of  his  time  among  the 
Cherokee  Indians.  Part  of  the  time  of  his 
residence  there  Houston  acted  as  clerk  for  a 
trader  and  also  taught  one  of  the  primitive 
schools  of  the  day.  In  181 3  he  enlisted  as 
private  in  the  United  States  army  and  was 
engaged  under  General  Jackson  in  the  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  When  peace  was 
made  Houston  was  a  lieutenant,  but  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law  at  Nashville.  After  holding 
some  minor  offices  he  was  elected  member 
of  congress  from  Tennessee.  This  was  in 
1823.  He  retained  this  office  until  1827, 
when  he  was  chosen  governor  of  the  state. 
In  1829,  resigning  that  office  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  Sam  Houston  removed 
to  Arkansas,  and  made  his  home  among  the 
Cherokees,  becoming  the  agent  of  that 
tribe  and  representing  their  interests  at 
Washington.  On  a  visit  to  Texas,  just 
prior  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
vention called  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
up  a  constitution  previous  to  the  admission 
of  the  state  into  the  Mexican  union,  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  a  delegate.  The  con- 
vention framed  the  constitution,  but,  it  be- 
ing rejected  by  the  government  of  Mexico, 
and  the  petition  for  admission  to  the  Con- 
federacy denied  and  the  Texans  told  by  the 


president  of  the  Mexican  union  to  give  up 
their  arms,  bred  trouble.  It  was  determined 
to  resist  this  demand.  A  military  force  was 
soon  organized,  with  General  Houston  at 
the  head  of  it.  War  was  prosecuted  with 
great  vigor,  and  with  varying  success,  but 
at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  April  21,1 836, 
the  Mexicans  were  defeated  and  their  leader 
and  president,  Santa  Anna,  captured.  Texas 
was  then  proclaimed  an  independent  repub- 
lic, and  in  October  of  the  same  year  Hous- 
ton was  inaugurated  president.  On  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas  to  the  Federal  Union,  in 
1845,  Houston  was  elected  senator,  and 
held  that  position  for  twelve  years.  Oppos- 
ing the  idea  of  secession,  he  retired  from 
political  life  in  1861,  and  died  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Texas,  July  25,  1863. 


ELI  WHITNEY,  the  inventor  of  the  cot- 
ton-gin, was  born  in  Westborough,  Mas- 
sachusetts, December  8,  1765.  After  his 
graduation  from  Yale  College,  he  went  to 
Georgia,  where  he  studied  law,  and  lived 
with  the  family  of  the  widow  of  General 
Nathaniel  Greene.  At  that  time  the  only 
way  known  to  separate  the  cotton  seed  from 
the  fiber  was  bj'  hand,  making  it  extremely 
slow  and  expensive,  and  for  this  reason  cot- 
ton was  little  cultivated  in  this  country. 
Mrs.  Greene  urged  the  inventive  Whitney 
to  devise  some  means  for  accomplishing 
this  work  by  machinery.  This  he  finally 
succeeded  in  doing,  but  he  was  harassed  by 
attempts  to  defraud  him  by  those  who  had 
stolen  his  ideas.  He  at  last  formed  a  part- 
nership with  a  man  named  Miller,  and  they 
began  the  manufacture  of  the  machines  at 
Washington,  Georgia,  in  1795.  The  suc- 
cess of  his  invention  was  immediate,  and  the 
legislature  of  South  Carolina  voted  the  sum 
of  $50,000  for  his  idea.  This  sum  he  had 
great  difficulty  in  collecting,  after  years  of 
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litigation  and  delay.  North  Carolina  al- 
lowed him  a  royalty,  and  the  same  was 
agreed  to  by  Tennessee,  but  was  never  paid. 

While  his  fame  rests  upon  the  invention 
of  the  cotton-gin,  his  fortune  came  from  his 
improvements  in  the  manufacture  and  con- 
struction of  firearms.  In  1798  the  United 
States  government  gave  him  a  contract  for 
this  purpose,  and  he  accumulated  a  fortune 
from  it.  The  town  of  Whitneyville,  Con- 
necticut, was  founded  by  this  fortune. 
Whitney  died  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
January  8,  1825. 

The  cotton-gin  made  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  profitable,  and  this  led  to  rapid  in- 
troduction of  slavery  in  the  south.  His  in- 
vention thus  affected  our  national  history  in 
a  manner  little  dreamed  of  by  the  inventor. 


LESTER  WALLACK  (John  Lester  Wal- 
lack),  for  many  years  the  leading  light 
comedian  upon  the  American  stage,  was 
the  son  of  James  W.  Wallack,  the  "  Brum- 
mell  of  the  Stage."  Both  father  and  son 
were  noted  for  their  comeliness  of  feature 
and  form.  Lester  Wallack  was  born  in 
New  York,  January  i,  18 19.  He  received 
his  education  in  England,  and  made  his  first 
appearance  on  the  stage  in  1 848  at  the  New 
Broadway  theater.  New  York.  He  acted 
light  comedy  parts,  and  also  occasion- 
ally in  romantic  plays  like  Monte  Cristo, 
which  play  made  him  his  fame.  He  went 
to  England  and  played  under  management 
of  such  men  as  Hamblin  and  Burton, and  then 
returned  to  New  York  with  his  father,  who 
opened  the  first  Wallack's  theater,  at  the 
corner  of  Broome  and  Broadway,  in  1852. 
The  location  was  afterward  changed  to 
Thirteenth  and  Broadway,  in  1861,  and 
later  to  its  present  location,  Broadway  and 
Thirteenth,  in  1882.  The  elder  Wallack 
died  in    1864,    after  which  Lester  assumed 


management,  jointly  with  Theodore  Moss. 
Lester  Wallack  was  commissioned  in  the 
queen's  service  while  in  England,  and  there 
he  also  married  a  sister  to  the  famous  artist, 
the  late  John  Everett  Millais.  While  Les- 
ter Wallack  never  played  in  the  interior 
cities,  his  name  was  as  familiar  to  the  public 
as  that  of  our  greatest  stars.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 6,  1888,  at  Stamford,   Connecticut. 


GEORGE  MORTIMER  PULLMAN, 
the  palace  car  magnate,  inventor, 
multi-millionaire  and  manufacturer,  may 
well  be  classed  among  the  remarkable 
self-made  men  of  the  century.  He  was 
born  March  3,  1831,  in  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York.  His  parents  were  poor,  and 
his  education  was  limited  to  what  he  could 
learn  of  the  rudimentary  branches  in  the 
district  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
went  to  work  as  clerk  for  a  country  mer- 
chant. He  kept  this  place  three  years, 
studying  at  night.  When  seventeen  he 
went  to  Albion,  New  York,  and  worked  for 
his  brother,  who  kept  a  cabinet  shop  there. 
Five  years  later  he  went  into  business  for 
himself  as  contractor  for  moving  buildings 
along  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal,  which  was 
then  being  widened  by  the  state,  and  was 
.successful  in  this.  In  1858  he  removed  to 
Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  business  of 
moving  and  raising  houses.  The  work  was 
novel  there  then  and  he  was  quite  success- 
ful. About  this  time  the  discomfort  attend- 
ant on  traveling  at  night  attracted  his  at- 
tention. He  reasoned  that  the  public  would 
gladly  pay  for  comfortable  sleeping  accom- 
modations. A  few  sleeping  cars  were  in 
use  at  that  time,  but  they  were  wretchedly 
crude,  uncomtortable  affairs.  In  1859  he 
bought  two  old  day  coaches  from  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  road  and  remodeled  them  some- 
thing like  the  general  plan  of  the  sleepine- 
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cars  of  the  present  day.  They  were  put 
into  service  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  and 
became  popular  at  once.  In  1863  he  built 
the  first  sleeping-car  resembling  the  Pullman 
cars  of  to-day.  It  cost  $18,000  and  was 
the  "Pioneer."  After  that  the  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Company  prospered.  It  had 
shops  at  different  cities.  In  1880  the  Town 
of  Pullman  was  founded  by  Mr.  Pullman 
and  his  company,  and  this  model  manufac- 
turing community  is  known  all  over  the 
worid.    Mr.  Pullman  died  October  19,  1897. 


JAMES  E.  B.  STUART,  the  most  famous 
cavalry  leader  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy during  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in 
Patrick  county,  Virginia,  in  1833.  On 
graduating  from  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  in  1854,  he  was  as- 
signed, as  second  lieutenant,  to  a  regiment 
of  mounted  rifles,  receiving  his  commission 
in  October.  In  March,  1855,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  newly  organized  First  cavalry, 
and  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  the 
following  December,  and  to  captain  April 
22,  1861.  Taking  the  side  of  the  south, 
May  14,  1 86 1,  he  was  made  colonel  of  a 
Virginia  cavalry  regiment,  and  served  as 
such  at  Bull  Run.  In  September,  1861,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-gen- 
erai,  and  major-general  early  in  1862.  On 
the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virgmia,  in  June  of  the  latter  year,  when 
R.  E.  Lee  assumed  command,  General  Stu- 
art made  a  reconnoissance  with  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  cavalry  and  four  guns, 
and  in  two  days  made  the  circuit  of  McClel- 
lan's  army,  producing  much  confusion  and 
gathering  useful  information,  and  losing  but 
one  man.  August  25,  1862,  he  captured 
part  of  Pope's  headquarters'  train,  including 
that  general's  private  baggage  and  official 
correspondence,    and  the   next  night,    in  a 


descent  upon  Manasses,  capturing  immense 
quantities  of  commissary  and  quartermaster 
store,  eight  guns,  a  number  of  locomotives 
and  a  few  hundred  prisoners.  During  the 
invasion  of  Maryland,  in  September,  1862, 
General  Stuart  acted  as  rearguard,  resisting 
the  advance  of  the  Federal  cavalry  at  South 
Mountain,  and  at  Antietam  commanded  the 
Confederate  left.  Shortly  after  he  crossed 
the  Potomac,  making  a  raid  as  far  as  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  Gen- 
eral Stuart's  command  was  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Confederate  line.  At  Chancel- 
lorsville,  after  "Stonewall  "  Jackson's  death 
and  the  wounding  of  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
General  Stuart  assumed  command  of  Jack- 
son's corps,  which  he  led  in  the  severe  con- 
test of  May  3,  1863.  Early  in  June,  the 
same  year,  a  large  force  of  cavalry  was 
gathered  under  Stuart,  at  Culpepper,  Vir- 
ginia, which,  advancing  to  join  General  Lee 
in  his  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  was  met  at 
Brandy  Station,  by  two  divisions  of  cavalry 
and  two  brigades  of  infantry,  under  General 
John  I.  Gregg,  and  driven  back.  During  the 
movements  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign  he 
rendered  important  services.  In  May,  1864, 
General  Stuart  succeeded,  by  a  detour,  in 
placing  himself  between  Richmond  and 
Sheridan's  advancing  column,  and  at  Yellow 
Tavern  was  attacked  in  force.  During  the 
fierce  conflict  that  ensued  General  Stuart 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  at  Rich- 
mond, May  1 1,  1864. 


FRANKLIN  PIERCE,  the  fourteenth 
president  of  the  United  States — from 
1853  until  1857 — was  born  November  23, 
1804,  at  Hillsboro,  New  Hampshire.  He 
came  of  old  revolutionary  stock  and  his 
father  was  a  governor  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Pierce  entered  Bowdoin    College  in    1820, 
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was  graduated  in  1824,  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Wood- 
bury, and  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  Pierce  practiced  his  profession  with 
varying  successes  in  his  native  town  and 
also  in  Concord.  He  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  in  1833  and  served  in  that 
body  until  1837,  the  last  two  years  of  his 
term  serving  as  speaker  of  the  house.  He 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in 
1837,  just  as  President  Van  Buren  began 
his  term  of  office.  Mr.  Pierce  served  until 
1842,  and  many  times  during  Polk's  term  he 
declined  important  public  offices.  During 
the  war  with  Mexico  Mr.  Pierce  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier-general,  and  he  embarked 
with  a  portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  May  27,  1847,  and  went  with 
them  to  the  field  of  battle.  He  served 
through  the  war  and  distinguished  himself 
by  his  skill,  bravery  and  excellent  judg- 
ment. When  he  reached  his  home  in  his 
native  state  he  was  received  coldly  by  the 
opponents  of  the  war,  but  the  advocates  of 
the  war  made  up  for  his  cold  reception  by 
the  enthusiastic  welcome  which  they  ac- 
corded him.  Mr.  Pierce  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  in  the  political 
strife  that  followed  he  gave  his  support  to 
the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic 
part}'.  The  Democratic  convention  met  in 
Baltimore,  June  12,  1852,  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  they  con- 
tinued in  session  four  days,  and  in  thirty- 
five  ballotings  no  one  had  secured  the  re- 
quisite two-thirds  vote.  Mr.  Pierce  had  not 
received  a  vote  as  yet,  until  the  Virginia 
delegation  brought  his  name  forward,  and 
finally  on  the  forty-ninth  ballot  Mr,  Pierce 
received  282  votes  and  all  the  other  candi- 
dates eleven.  His  opponent  on  the  Whig 
ticket  was  General  Winfield  Scott,  who 
only  received    the  electoral  votes    of    four 


states.  Mr.  Pierce  was  inaugurated  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  March  4,  1853, 
with  W.  R.  King  as  vice  president,  and  the 
follov/ing  named  gentlemen  were  afterward 
chosen  to  fill  the  positions  in  the  cabinet: 
William  S.  Marcy,  James  Guthrie,  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  James  C.  Dobbin,  Robert  Mc- 
Clelland, James  Campbell  and  Caleb  Gush- 
ing. During  the  administration  of  President 
Pierce  the  Missouri  compromise  law  was 
repealed,  and  all  the  territories  of  the  Union 
were  thrown  open  to  slavery,  and  the  dis- 
turbances in  Kansas  occurred.  In  1857  he 
was  succeeded  in  the  presidency  by  James 
Buchanan,  and  retired  to  his  home  in  Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire.  He  always  cherished 
his  principles  of  slavery,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  he  was  an  adherent  of 
the  cause  of  the  Confederacy.  He  died  at 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  October  8,  1869. 


JAMES  B.  WEAVER,  well  known  as  a 
leader  of  the  Greenback  and  later  of  the 
Populist  party,  was  born  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
June  12,  1833.  He  received  his  earlier 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Ohio 
University,  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1854.  Removing  to  the  grow- 
ing state  of  Iowa,  he  became  connected 
with  "The  Iowa  Tribune,"  at  the  state 
capital,  Des  Moines,  as  one  of  its  editors. 
He  afterward  practiced  law  and  was  elected 
district  attorney  for  the  second  judicial  dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1866,  which  office  he  held  for  a  short  time. 
In  1867  Mr.  Weaver  was  appointed  assessor 
of  internal  revenue  for  the  first  district  of 
Iowa,  and  filled  that  position  until  some- 
time in  1873.  He  was  elected  and  served 
in  the  forty-sixth  congress.  In  1880  the 
National  or  Greenback  party  in  convention 
at  Chicago,  nominated  James  B.  Weaver  as 
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its  candidate  for  the  presidency.  By  a 
union  of  the  Democratic  and  National 
parties  in  his  district,  he  was  elected  to  the 
forty-ninth  congress,  and  re-elected  to  the 
same  office  in  the  fall  of  1886.  Mr.  Weaver 
was  conceded  to  be  a  very  fluent  speaker, 
and  quite  active  in  all  political  work.  On 
July  4,  1892,  at  the  National  convention 
of  the  People's  party,  General  James  B. 
Weaver  was  chosen  as  the  candidate  for 
president  of  that  organization,  and  during 
the  campaign  that  followed,  gained  a  na- 
tional reputation. 


ANTHONY  JOSEPH  DREXEL,  one 
of  the  leading  bankers  and  financiers  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1826,  and  was  the  son  of 
Francis  M.  Drexel,  who  had  established 
the  large  banking  institution  of  Drexel  & 
Co.,  so  well  known.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  Dornbirn,  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol.  He 
studied  languages  and  fine  arts  at  Turin, 
Italy.  On  returning  to  his  mountain  home, 
in  1809,  and  finding  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  he  went  to  Switzerland  and  later 
to  Paris.  In  1 812,  after  a  short  visit  home, 
he  went  to  Berlin,  where  he  studied  paint- 
ing until  1817,  in  which  year  he  emigrated 
io  America,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  A 
few  years  later  he  went  to  Chili  and  Peru, 
where  he  executed  some  fine  portraits  of 
notable  people,  including  General  Simon 
Bolivar.  After  spending  some  time  in  Mex- 
ico, he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business.  In  1837  he 
founded  the  house  of  Drexel  &  Co.  He 
died  in  1837,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  two 
sons,  Anthony  J.  and  Francis  A.  His  son, 
Anthony  J.  Drexel,  Jr. ,  entered  the  bank 
when  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  before  he 
was  through  with  his  schooling,  and  after 
that  the  history  of  the  banking  business  of 


which  he  was  the  head,  was  the  history  of  his 
life.  The  New  York  house  of  Drexel,  Mor- 
gan &  Co.  was  established  in  1850;  the 
Paris  house,  Drexel,  Harjes  &  Co., in  1867. 
The  Drexel  banking  houses  have  supplied 
iand  placed  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
n  government,  corporation,  railroad  and 
other  loans  and  securities.  The  reputation 
of  the  houses  has  always  been  held  on  the 
highest  plane.  Mr.  Drexel  founded  and 
heavily  endowed  the  Dre.xel  Institute,  in 
Philadelphia,  an  institution  to  furnish  better 
and  wider  avenues  of  employment  to  young 
people  of  both  sexes.  It  has  departments 
of  arts,  science,  mechanical  arts  and  domes- 
tic economy.  Mr.  Drexel, Jr. .departed  this 
life  June  30,  1893. 


SAMUEL  FINLEY  BREESE  MORSE, 
inventor  of  the  recording  telegraph  in- 
strument, was  born  in  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, April  27,  1791.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1810,  and  took  up  art 
as  his  profession.  He  went  to  London  with 
the  great  American  painter,  Washington 
AUston,  and  studied  in  the  Royal  Academy 
under  Benjamin  West.  His  "Dying  Her- 
cules," his  first  effort  in  sculpture,  took  the 
gold  medal  in  181 3.  He  returned  to  Amer- 
ica in  1 81 5  and  continued  to  pursue  his 
profession.  He  was  greatly  interested  in 
scientific  studies,  which  he  carried  on  in 
connection  with  other  labors.  He  founded 
the  National  Academy  of  Design  and  was 
many  years  its  president.  He  returned  to 
Europe  and  spent  three  years  in  study 
in  the  art  centers,  Rome,  Florence,  Venice 
and  Paris.  In  1832  he  returned  to  America 
and  while  on  the  return  voyage  the  idea  of 
a  recording  telegraph  apparatus  occurred  to 
him,  and  he  made  a  drawing  to  represent  his 
conception.  He  was  the  first  to  occupy  the 
chair  of    fine  arts  in  the  University  of  New 


COMrEXDIL'M    OF    BIOGRAPHT. 


125 


\ork  City,  and  in  1835  he  set  up  his  rude 
instrument  in  his  room  in  the  university. 
But  it  was  not  until  after  many  years  of 
discouragement  and  reverses  of  fortune  that 
he  finally  was  successful  in  placing  his  inven- 
tion before  the  public.  In  1844,  by  aid  of 
the  United  States  government,  he  had  con- 
structed a  telegraph  line  forty  miles  in  length 
from  Washington  to  Baltimore.  Over  this 
line  the  test  was  made,  and  the  first  tele- 
graphic message  was  flashed  May  24,  1844, 
from  the  United  States  supreme  court  rooms 
to  Baltimore.  It  read,  "What  hath  God 
wrought!"  His  fame  and  fortune  were  es- 
tablished in  an  instant.  Wealth  and  honors 
poured  in  upon  him  from  that  day.  The 
nations  of  Europe  vied  with  each  other 
in  honoring  the  great  inventor  with  medals, 
titles  and  decorations,  and  the  learned 
societies  of  Europe  hastened  to  enroll  his 
name  upon  their  membership  lists  and  confer 
degrees.  In  1858  he  was  the  recipient  of  an 
honor  never  accorded  to  an  inventor  before. 
The  ten  leading  nations  of  Europe,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Emporer  Napoleon,  ap- 
pointed representatives  to  an  international 
congress,  which  convened  at  Paris  for  the 
special  purpose  of  expressing  gratitude  of  the 
nations,  and  they  voted  him  a  present  of 
400,000  francs. 

Professor  Morse  was  present  at  the  unveil- 
ing of  a  bronze  statue  erected  in  his  honor  in 
Central  Park,  New  York,  in  1871.  His  last 
appearance  in  public  was  at  the  unveiling 
of  the  statue  of  Benjamin  Franklin  in  New 
York  in  1872,  when  he  made  the  dedica- 
tory speech  and  unveiled  the  statue.  He 
died  April  2,  1872,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 


MORRISON  REMICHWAITE,  seventh 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  November  29, 
i8i6.      He  was  a  graduate  from  Yale  Col- 


lege in  1837,  in  the  class  with  William  M. 
Evarts.  His  father  was  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  errors  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, and  in  his  office  young  Waite 
studied  law.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of 
that  state  in  1849.  He  removed  from 
Maumee  City  to  Toledo  and  became  a  prom- 
inent legal  light  in  that  state.  He  was 
nominated  as  a  candidate  for  congress  re- 
peatedly but  declined  to  run,  and  also  de- 
clined a  place  on  the  supreme  bench  of  the 
state.  He  won  great  distinction  for  his  able 
handling  of  the  Alabama  claims  at  Geneva, 
before  the  arbitration  tribunal  in  1 871,  and 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  in  1874  on  the 
death  of  Judge  Chase.  When,  in  1876,  elec- 
toral commissioners  were  chosen  to  decide 
the  presidential  election  controversy  between 
Tilden  and  Hayes,  Judge  Waite  refused  to 
serve  on  that  commission. 

His  death  occurred  March  23,  1S88. 


ELISHA  KENT  KANE  was  one  of  the 
distinguished  American  explorers  of  the 
unknown  regions  of  the  frozen  north,  and 
gave  to  the  world  a  more  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  Arctic  zone.  Dr.  Kane  was 
born  February  3,  18,20,  at  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the 
universities  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  took  his  medical  degree  in  1843.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
navy,  and  was  physician  to  the  Chinese 
embassy.  Dr.  Kane  traveled  extensively 
in  the  Levant,  Asia  and  Western  Africa, 
and  also  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  in 
which  he  was  severely  wounded.  His 
first  Arctic  expedition  was  under  De  Haven 
in  the  first  Grinnell  expedition  in  search 
of  Sir  John  Franklin  in  1850.  He  com- 
manded   the    second    Grinnell    expedition 
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in  1853-55,  and  discovered  an  open  polar 
sea.  For  this  expedition  he  received  a  gold 
medal  and  other  distinctions.  He  published 
a  narrative  of  his  first  polar  expedition  in 
1853,  and  in  1856  published  two  volumes 
relating  to  his  second  polar  expedition.  He 
was  a  man  of  active,  enterprising  and  cour- 
ageous spirit.  His  health,  which  was  al- 
ways delicate,  was  impaired  by  the  hard- 
ships of  his  Arctic  expeditions,  from  which 
he  never  fullj'  recovered  and  from  which  he 
died  February  16,  1857,  at  Havana. 


ELIZABETH  CADY  STANTON  was  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Daniel  Cady  and 
Margaret  Livingston,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1815,  at  Johnstown,  New  York.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Johnstown  Academy, 
where  she  studied  with  a  class  of  boys,  and 
was  fitted  for  college  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
after  which  she  pursued  her  studies  at  Mrs. 
Willard's  Seminary,  at  Troy.  Her  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  disabilities  of  her  sex 
by  her  own  educational  experiences,  and 
through  a  study  of  Blackstone,  Story,  and 
Kent.  Miss  Cady  was  married  to  Henry  B. 
Stanton  in  1840,  and  accompanied  him  to 
the  world's  anti-slavery  convention  in  Lon- 
don. While  there  she  made  the  acquain- 
tance of  Lucretia  Mott.  Mrs.  Stanton 
resided  at  Boston  until  1847,  when  the 
family  moved  to  Seneca  Falls,  New  York, 
and  she 'and  Lucretia  Mott  signed  the  first 
call  for  a  woman's  rights  convention.  The 
meeting  was  held  at  her  place  of  residence 
July  19-20,  1848.  This  was  the  first  oc- 
casion of  a  formal  claim  of  suffrage  for 
women  that  was  made.  Mrs.  Stanton  ad- 
dressed the  New  York  legislature,  in  1854, 
on  the  rights  of  married  women,  and  in 
i860,  in  advocacy  of  the  granting  of  di- 
vorce for  drunkenness.  She  also  addressed 
the  legislature  and   the    constitutional  con- 


vention, and  maintained  that  during  the 
revision  of  the  constitution  the  state  was 
resolved  into  its  original  elements,  and  that 
all  citizens  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  vote 
for  the  members  of  that  convention.  After 
1869  Mrs.  Stanton  frequently  addressed 
congressional  committees  and  state  consti-. 
tutional  conventions,  and  she  canvassed 
Kansas,  Michigan,  and  other  states  when 
the  question  of  woman  suffrage  was  sub- 
mitted in  those  states.  Mrs.  Stanton  was 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  "  Revolution,"  and 
most  of  the  calls  and  resolutions  for  con- 
ventions have  come  from  her  pen.  She 
was  president  of  the  national  committee, 
also  of  the  Woman's  Loyal  League,  and 
of  the  National  Association,  for  many  years. 


DAVID  DUDLEY  FIELD,  a  great 
American  jurist,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1805.  He  entered  Williams  College 
when  sixteen  years  old,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  1825.  In  1828  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  soon  came  into  prominence  be- 
fore the  bar  of  that  state.  He  entered  upon 
the  labor  of  reforming  the  practice  and 
procedure,  which  was  then  based  upon  the 
common  law  practice  of  England,  and  had 
become  extremely  complicated,  difficult  and 
uncertain  in  its  application.  His  first  paper 
on  this  subject  was  published  in  1839,  and 
after  eight  years  of  continuous  efforts  in  this 
direction,  he  was  appointed  one  of  a  com- 
mission by  New  York  to  reform  the  practice 
of  that  state.  The  result  was  embodied  in 
the  two  codes  of  procedure,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, the  first  of  which  was  adopted  almost 
entire  by  the  state  of  New  York,  and  has 
since  been  adopted  by  more  than  half  the 
states  in  the  Union,  and  became  the  basis 
of  the  new  practice  and  procedure  in  Eng- 
land, contained  in  the  Judicature  act.      He 
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was  later  appointed  chairman  of  a  new  com- 
mission to  codify  the  entire  body  of  laws. 
This  great  work  employed  many  years  in  its 
completion,  but  when  finished  it  embraced 
a  civil,  penal,  and  political  code,  covering 
the  entire  field  of  American  laws,  statutory 
and  common.  This  great  body  of  law  was 
adopted  by  California  and  Dakota  territory 
in  its  entirety,  and  many  other  states  have 
since  adopted  its  substance.  In  1867  the 
British  Association  for  Social  Science  heard 
a  proposition  from  Mr.  Field  to  prepare  an 
international  code.  This  led  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  "  Draft  Outlines  of  an  Interna- 
tional Code, "which  was  in  fact  a  complete 
body  of  international  laws,  and  introduced 
the  principle  of  arbitration.  Other  of  his 
codes  of  the  state  of  New  York  have  since 
been  adopted  by  that  state. 

In  addition  to  his  great  works  on  law, 
Mr.  Field  indulged  his  literary  tastes  by  fre- 
quent contributions  to  general  literature, 
and  his  articles  on  travels,  literature,  and 
the  political  questions  of  the  hour  gave 
him  rank  with  the  best  writers  of  his  time. 
His  father  was  the  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field, 
and  his  brothers  were  Cyrus  W.  Field,  Rev. 
Henry  Martin  Field,  and  Justice  Stephen 
J.  Field  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court.  David  Dudley  Field  died  at  New 
York,  April  i  3,  1894. 


HENRY  M.  TELLER,  a  celebrated 
American  politician,  and  secretary  of 
the  interior  under  President  Arthur,  was  born 
May  23,  1830,  in  Allegany  county,  New 
York.  He  was  of  Hollandish  ancestry  and 
received  an  excellent  education,  after  which 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Teller  removed  to  Illinois  in  January, 
1858,  and  practiced  for  three  years  in  that 
state.      From  thence  he  moved  to  Colorado 


in  1 86 1  and  located  at  Central  City,  which 
was  then  one  of  the  principal  mining  towns 
in  the  state.  His  exceptional  abilities  as 
a  lawyer  soon  brought  him  into  prominence 
and  gained  for  him  a  numerous  and  profit- 
able clientage.  In  politics  he  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  declined  to  become 
a  candidate  for  office  until  the  admission  of 
Colorado  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate. 
Mr.  Teller  drew  the  term  ending  March 
4,  1877,  but  was  re-elected  December  11, 
1876,  and  served  until  April  17,  1882,  when 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Arthur  as 
secretary  of  the  interior.  He  accepted  a 
cabinet  position  with  reluctance,  and  on 
March  3,  1885,  he  retired  from  the  cabinet, 
having  been  elected  to  the  senate  a  short 
time  before  to  succeed  Nathaniel  P.  Hill.- 
Mr.  Teller  took  his  seat  on  March  4,  1885, 
in  the  senate,  to  which  he  was  afterward 
re-elected.  He  served  as  chairman  on  the 
committee  of  pensions,  patents,  mines  and 
mining,  and  was  also  a  member  of  commit- 
tees on  claims,  railroads,  privileges  and 
elections  and  public  lands.  Mr.  Teller  came 
to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  advo- 
cates of  the  silver  cause.  He  was  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Republican  National  conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis  in  1896,  in  which  he  took 
an  active  part  and  tried  to  have  a  silver 
plank  inserted  in  the  platform  of  the  party. 
Failing  in  this  he  felt  impelled  to  bolt  the 
convention,  which  he  did  and  joined  forces 
with  the  great  silver  movement  in  the  cam- 
paign which  followed,  being  recognized  in 
that  campaign  as  one  of  the  most  able  and 
eminent  advocates  of  "silver"   in   America. 


JOHN  ERICSSON,  an  eminent  inven- 
tor and  machinist,  who  won  fame  in 
America,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  31,1 803. 
In  early  childhood  he  evinced  a  decided  in- 
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clination  to  mechanical  pursuits,  and  at  the 
age  of  eleven  he  was  appointed  to  a  cadet- 
ship  in  the  engineer  corps,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy. 
In  1826  he  introduced  a  "flame  engine," 
which  he  had  invented,  and  offered  it  to 
English  capitalists,  but  it  was  found  that  it 
could  be  operated  only  by  the  use  of  wood 
for  fuel.  Shortly  after  this  he  resigned  his 
commission  in  the  army  of  Sweden,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  mechanical  pursuits.  He 
discovered  and  introduced  the  principle  of 
artificial  draughts  in  steam  boilers,  and  re- 
ceived a  prize  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  his  locomotive,  the  "Novelty," 
which  attained  a  great  speed,  for  that  day. 
The  artificial  draught  effected  a  great  saving 
in  fuel  and  made  unnecessary  the  huge 
smoke-stacks  formerly  used,  and  the  princi- 
ple is  still  applied,  in  modified  form,  in  boil- 
ers. He  also  invented  a  steam  fire-engine, 
and  later  a  hot-air  engine,  which  he  at- 
tempted to  apply  in  the  operation  of  his 
ship,  "Ericsson,"  but  as  it  did  not  give  the 
speed  required,  he  abandoned  it,  but  after- 
wards applied  it  to  machinery  for  pumping, 
hoisting,  etc. 

Ericsson  was  first  to  apply  the  screw 
propeller  to  navigation.  The  English  peo- 
ple not  receiving  this  new  departure  readily, 
Ericsson  came  to  America  in  1S39,  and 
built  the  United  States  steamer,  "Prince- 
ton," in  which  the  screw-propeller  was  util- 
ized, the  first  steamer  ever  built  in  which 
the  propeller  was  under  water,  out  of  range 
of  the  enemy's  shots.  The  achievement 
which  gave  him  greatest  renown,  however, 
was  the  ironclad  vessel,  the  "Monitor,"  an 
entirely  new  type  of  vessel,  which,  in  March, 
18G2,  attacked  the  Confederate  monster 
ironclad  ram,  "  Virginia,"  and  after  a  fierce 
struggle,  compelled  her  to  withdraw  from 
Hampton  Roads  for  repairs.      After  the  war 


one  of  his  most  noted  inventions  was  his 
vessel,  "  Destroyer,"  with  a  submarine  gun, 
which  carried  a  projectile  torpedo.  In  1886 
the  king  of  Spain  conferred  on  him  the 
grand  cross  of  the  Order  of  Naval  Merit. 
He  died  in  March,  1SS9,  and  his  body  was 
transferred,  with  naval  honors,  to  the  country 
of   his  birth. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  April  23,  1791.  He  was  of  Irish 
ancestry,  his  father  having  come  to  this 
country  in  1783,  in  quite  humble  circum- 
stances, and  settled  in  the  western  part  of 
the  Keystone  state. 

James  Buchanan  remained  in  his  se- 
cluded home  for  eight  years,  enjoying  but 
few  social  or  intellectual  advantages.  His 
parents  were  industrious  and  frugal,  and 
prospered,  and,  in  1799,  the  family  removed 
to  Mercersbur  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  placed  in  school.  His  progress  was 
rapid,  and  in  1801  he  entered  Dickinson 
College,  at  Carlisle,  where  he  took  his  place 
among  the  best  scholars  in  the  institution. 
In  1809  he  graduated  with  the  highest  hon- 
ors in  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen,  tall, 
graceful  and  in  vigorous  health.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  at  Lancaster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812.  He  rose 
very  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  took  a 
stand  with  the  ablest  of  his  fellow  lawyers. 
When  but  twenty-six  years  old  he  success- 
fully defended,  unaided  by  counsel,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  state  who  was  before  the 
bar  of  the  state  senate  under  articles  of  im- 
peachment. 

During  the  war  of  181 2-1 5,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan sustained  the  government  with  all  his 
power,  eloquently  urging  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  and  enlisted  as   a  private 
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volunteer  to  assist  in  repelling  the  British 
who  had  sacked  and  burned  the  public 
buildings  of  Washington  and  threatened 
Baltimore.  At  that  time  Buchanan  was 
a  Federalist,  but  the  opposition  of  that 
party  to  the  war  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  of  John  Adams, 
brought  that  party  into  disrepute,  and  drove 
many,  among  them  Buchanan,  into  the  Re- 
publican, or  anti-Federalist  ranks.  He  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1828.  In  1831  he 
was  sent  as  minister  to  Russia,  and  upon 
his  return  to  this  country,  in  1833,  was  ele- 
vated to  the  United  States  senate,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  for  twelve  years. 
Upon  the  accession  of  President  Polk  to 
office  he  made  Mr.  Buchanan  secretary  of 
state.  Four  years  later  he  retired  to  pri- 
vate life,  and  in  1853  he  was  honored  with 
the  mission  to  England.  In  1856  the  na- 
tional Democratic  convention  nominated 
him  for  the  presidency  and  he  was  elected. 
It  was  during  his  administration  that  the 
rising  tide  of  the  secession  movement  over- 
took the  country.  Mr.  Buchanan  declared 
that  the  national  constitution  gave  him  no 
power  to  do  anything  against  the  movement 
to  break  up  the  Union.  After  his  succession 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860,  Mr.  Buchanan 
retired  to  his  home  at  Wheatland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died  June  i,   1868. 


JOHN  HARVARD,  the  founder  of  the 
Harvard  University,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land about  the  year  1608.  He  received  his 
education  at  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge, 
and  came  to  America  in  1637,  settling  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  non-conformist 
minister,  and  a  tract  of  land  was  set  aside 
for  him  in  Charlestown,  near  Boston.  He 
was  at  once  appointed  one  of  a  committee  to 
formulate  a  body  of  laws  for  the  colony. 
One  year  before  his  arrival  in   the  colony 


the  general  court  had  voted  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  pounds  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  school  or  college,  half  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  the  next  year  In  1637  preliminary 
plans  were  made  for  starting  the  school.  In 
1638  John  Harvard,  who  had  shown  great 
interest  in  the  new  institution  of  learning 
proposed,  died,  leaving  his  entire  property, 
about  twice  the  sum  originally  voted,  to  the 
school,  together  with  three  hundred  volumes 
as  a  nucleus  for  a  library.  The  institution 
was  then  given  the  name  of  Harvard,  and 
established  at  Newton  (now  Cambridge), 
Massachusetts.  It  grew  to  be  one  of  the  two 
principal  seats  of  learning  in  the  new  world, 
and  has  maintained  its  reputation  since.  It 
now  consists  of  twenty-two  separate  build- 
ings, and  its  curriculum  embraces  over  one 
hundred  and  seventy  elective  courses,  and  it 
ranks  among  the  great  universities  of  the 
world. 

ROGER  BROOKE  TANEY,  a  noted 
jurist  and  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court,  was  born  in  Calvert 
county,  Maryland,  March  17,  1777.  He 
graduated  fiom  Dickinson  College  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1799.  He 
was  chosen  to  the  legislature  from  his  county, 
and  in  180 1  removed  to  Frederick,  Mary- 
land. He  became  United  States  senator 
from  Maryland  in  18 16,  and  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  Baltimore  a  few 
years  later.  In  1824  he  became  an  ardent 
adhiirer  and  supporter  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  upon  Jackson's  election  to  the  presi- 
dency, was  appointed  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States.  Two  years  later  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
after  serving  in  that  capacity  for  nearly  one 
year,  the  senate  refused  to  confirm  the  ap- 
pointment.     In    1835,   upon    the    death  of 
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Chief-justice  Marshall,  he  was  appointed  to 
that  place,  and  a  political  change  having 
occurred  in  the  make  up  of  the  senate,  he 
was  confirmed  in  1836.  He  presided  at 
his  first  session  in  January  of  the  following 
year. 

The  case  which  suggests  itself  first  to 
the  average  reader  in  connection  with  this 
jurist  is  the  celebrated  "  Dred  Scott  "  case, 
which  came  before  the  supreme  court  for 
decision  in  1856.  In  his  opinion,  delivered 
on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  the  court,  one 
remarkable  statement  occurs  as  a  result  of 
an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  historical 
grounds,  to  the  effect  that  "  for  more  than 
a  century  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution they  (Africans)  had  been  regarded 
so  far  inferior  that  they  had  no  rights  which 
a  white  man  was  bound  to  respect."  Judge 
Taney  retained  the  office  of  chief  justice 
until  his  death,  in  1864. 


JOHN  LOTHI^OP  MOTLEY.— This  gen- 
tleman had  a  world-wide  reputation  as 
an  historian,  which  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  tiie  great  men  of  America.  He  was 
born  April  15,  1814,  at  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  given  a  thorough  preparatory 
education  and  then  attended  Harvard,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1831.  He  also 
studied  at  Gottingen  and  Berlin,  read  law 
and  in  1836  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
1841  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
legation  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  in  1866-67 
served  as  United  States  minister  to  Austria, 
serving  in  the  same  capacity  during  1S69 
and  1870  to  England.  In  1856,  after  long 
and  exhaustive  research  and  preparation, he 
published  in  London  "The  Rise  of  the 
Dutch  Republic."  It  embraced  three  vol- 
umes and  immediately  attracted  great  at- 
tention throughout  Europe  and  America  as 
a  work  of  unusual  merit.     From    1861   to 


1868  he  produced  "The  History  of  the 
United  Netherlands,"  in  four  volumes. 
Other  works  followed,  with  equal  success, 
and  his  position  as  one  of  the  foremost  his- 
torians and  writers  of  his  day  was  firmly 
established.      His    death  occured    May  29, 

ELIAS  HOWE,  the  inventor  of  the  sew- 
ing machine,  well  deserves  to  be  classed 
among  the  great  and  noted  men  of  Amer- 
ica. He  was  the  son  of  a  miller  and  farmer 
and  was  born  at  Spencer,  Massachusetts, 
July  9,  1819.  In  183s  he  went  to  Lowell 
and  worked  there,  and  later  at  Boston,  in  the 
machine  shops.  His  first  sewing  machine 
was  completed  in  1845,  and  he  patented  it  in 
1846,  laboring  with  the  greatest  persistency 
in  spite  of  poverty  and  hardships,  working 
for  a  time  as  an  engine  driver  on  a  railroad 
at  pauper  wages  and  with  broken  health. 
He  then  spent  two  years  of  unsuccessful  ex- 
ertion in  England,  striving  in  vain  to  bring 
his  invention  into  public  notice  and  use. 
He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  almost 
hopeless  poverty,  to  find  that  his  patent 
had  been  violated.  At  last,  however,  he 
found  friends  who  assisted  him  financially, 
and  after  years  of  litigation  he  made  good 
his  claims  in  the  courts  in  1 854.  His  inven- 
tion afterward  brought  him  a  large  fortune. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  volunteered  as  a 
private  in  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers, and  served  for  some  time.  During 
his  life  time  he  received  the  cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  and  many  other  medals. 
His  death  occurred  October  3,  1867,  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 


PHILLIPS  BROOKS,  celebrated  as  an 
eloquent  preacher  and  able  pulpit  ora- 
tor, was  born  in  Boston  on  the  13th  day  of 
December,    1835.      He    received    excellent 
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educational  advantages,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1855.  Early  in  life  he  decided 
upon  the  ministry  as  his  life  work  and 
studied  theology  in  the  Episcopal  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  In 
1859  he  was  ordained  and  the  same  year 
became  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 
in  Philadelphia.  Three  years  later  he  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  where  he  remained  until  1870. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  accepted 
the  pastoral  charge  of  Trinity  Church  in 
Boston,  where  his  eloquence  and  ability  at- 
tracted much  attention  and  built  up  a  pow- 
erful church  organization.  Dr.  Brooks  also 
devoted  considerable  time  to  lecturing  and 
literary  work  and  attained  prominence  in 
these  lines. 

WILLIAM  B.  ALLISON,  a  statesman 
of  national  reputation  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  was  born 
March  2,  1829,  at  Perry,  Ohio.  He  grew 
up  on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  assisted 
in  cultivating,  and  attended  the  district 
school.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  went 
to  the  academy  at  Wooster,  and  subse- 
quently spent  a  year  at  the  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  He  next 
taught  school  and  spent  another  3'ear  at  the 
Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Allison  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  Wooster,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1851,  and  soon  obtained  a  position 
as  deputy  county  clerk.  His  political  lean- 
ings were  toward  the  old  line  Whigs,  who 
afterward  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  state 
convention  in  1856,  in  the  campaign  of 
which  he  supported  Fremont  for  president. 
Mr  Allison  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
in  the  following  year.  He  rapidly  rose  to 
prominence  at  the  bar  and   in  politics.     In 


i860  he  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  convention  held  in  Chicago,  of 
which  he  was  elected  one  of  the  secretaries. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  staff  of  the  governor.  His 
congressional  career  opened  in  1862,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  thirty-eighth  congress; 
he  was  re-elected  three  times,  serving  from 
March  4,  1863,  to  March  3,  1871.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  ways  and  means  committee 
a  good  part  of  his  term.  His  career  in  the 
United  States  senate  began  in  1873,  and  he 
rapidly  rose  to  eminence  in  national  affairs, 
his  service  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  that 
body  being  marked  by  close  fealty  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  twice  declined  the 
portfolio  of  the  treasury  tendered  him  by 
Garfield  and  Harrison,  and  his  name  was 
prominently  mentioned  for  the  presidency 
at  several  national  Republican  conventions. 


M 


ARY  ASHTON  LIVERMORE,  lec- 
turer and  writer,  was  born  in  Boston, 
December  19,  1821.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Timothy  Rice,  and  married  D.  P.  Liver- 
more,  a  preacher  of  the  Universalist  church. 
She  contributed  able  articles  to  many  of  the 
most  noted  periodicals  of  this  country  and 
England.  During  the  Civil  war  she  labored 
zealously  and  with  success  on  behalf  of  the 
sanitary  commission  which  played  so  impor- 
tant a  part  during  that  great  struggle.  She 
became  editor  of  the  "  Woman's  Journal," 
published  at  Boston  in  1870. 

She  held  a  prominent  place  as  a  public 
speaker  and  writer  on  woman's  suffrage, 
temperance,  social  and  religious  questions, 
and  her  influence  was  great  in  every  cause 
she  advocated. 


JOHN  B.    GOUGH.  a  noted  temperance 
lecturer,  who  won  his  fame  in  America, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Sandgate,  Kent, 
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England,  August  22,  1817.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twelve. 
He  followed  the  trade  of  bookbinder,  and 
lived  in  great  poverty  on  account  of  the 
liquor  habit.  In  1843,  however,  he  re- 
formed, and  began  his  career  as  a  temper- 
ance lecturer.  He  worked  zealously  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  his  lectures  and 
published  articles  revealed  great  earnestness. 
He  formed  temperance  societies  throughout 
the  entire  country,  and  labored  with  great 
success.  He  visited  England  in  the  same 
cause  about  the  year  1853  and  again  in 
1878.  He  also  lectured  upon  many  other 
topics,  in  which  he  attained  a  wide  reputa- 
tion. His  death  occurred  February  18, 
1886.  

THO\L-\S  BUCHANAN  READ,  author, 
sculptor  and  painter,  was  born  in  Ches- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  March  12,  1822. 
He  early  evinced  a  taste  for  art,  and  began 
the  study  of  sculpture  in  Cincinnati.  Later 
he  found  painting  more  to  his  liking.  He 
went  to  New  York,  where  he  followed  this 
profession,  and  later  to  Boston.  In  1846 
he  located  in  Philadelphia.  He  visited 
Italy  in  1850,  and  studied  at  Florence, 
where  he  resided  almost  continuously  for 
twenty-two  years.  He  returned  to  America 
in  1872,  and  died  in  New  York  May  i  i  of 
the  same  year. 

He  was  the  author  of  many  heroic 
poems,  but  the  one  giving  him  the  most  re- 
nown is  his  famous  "Sheridan's  Ride,"  of 
which  he  has  also  left  a  representation  in 
painting. 

EUGENE  V.  DEBS,  the  former  famous 
president  of  the  American  Railway 
Union,  and  great  labor  leader,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  in  1855. 
He  received   his   education   in  the    public 


schools  of  that  place  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  began  work  as  a  painter  in 
the  Vandalia  shops.  After  this,  for  some 
three  years,  he  was  emplo)'ed  as  a  loco- 
motive fireman  on  the  same  road.  His 
first  appearance  in  public  life  was  in  his 
canvass  for  the  election  to  the  office  of  city 
clerk  of  Terre  Haute.  In  this  capacity  he 
served  two  terms,  and  when  twenty  si.x 
years  of  age  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  While 
a  member  of  that  body  he  secured  the 
passage  of  several  bills  in  the  interest  of 
organized  labor,  of  which  he  was  always 
a  faithful  champion.  Mr.  Debs'  speech 
nominating  Daniel  Voorhees  for  the  United 
States  senate  gave  him  a  wide  reputation  for 
oratory.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
the  legislature,  he  was  elected  grand  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Fireman  and  filled  that  office 
for  fourteen  successive  years.  He  was 
always  an  earnest  advocate  of  confederation 
of  railroad  men  and  it  was  mainly  through 
his  efforts  that  the  United  Order  of  Railway 
Employes,  composed  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Railway  Trainmen  and  Conductors, 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and 
the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Association  was 
formed,  and  he  became  a  member  of  its 
supreme  council.  The  order  was  dissolved 
by  disagreement  between  two  of  its  leading 
orders,  and  then  Mr.  Debs  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  American  Railway  Union.  He 
worked  on  the  details  and  the  union  came 
into  existence  in  Chicago,  June  20, 1 893.  For 
a  time  it  prospered  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  bodies  of  railway  men  in  the  world. 
It  won  in  a  contest  with  the  Great  Northern 
Railway.  In  the  strike  made  by  the  union 
in  sympathy  with  the  Pullman  emplojes 
inaugurated  in  Chicago  June  25,  1S94,  and 
the  consequent  rioting,   the   Railway  Union 
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lost  much  prestige  and  Mr.  Debs,  in  company 
with  others  of  the  officers,  being  held  as  in  con- 
tempt of  the  United  States  courts,  he  suffered 
a  sentence  of  six  months  in  jail  at  Wood- 
stock, McHenry  county,  Illinois.  In  1897 
Mr.  Debs,  on  the  demise  of  the  American 
Railway  Union,  organized  the  Social 
Democracy,  an  institution  founded  on  the 
best  lines  of  the  communistic  idea,  which 
was  to  provide  homes  and  employment  for 
its  members. 


JOHN  G.  CARLISLE,  famous  as  a  law- 
yer, congressman,  senator  and  cabinet 
officer,  was  born  in  Campbell  (now  Kenton) 
county,  Kentucky,  September  5,  1835,  on  a 
farm.  He  received  the  usual  education  oi 
the  time  and  began  at  an  early  age  to  teach 
school  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  study  of 
law.  Soon  opportunity  offered  and  he 
entered  an  office  in  Covington,  Kentucky, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  in 
1S58.  Politics  attracted  his  attention  and 
in  1859  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  legislature  of  his  native 
state.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1861, 
he  embraced  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  preserving  Kentucky 
to  the  federal  cause.  He  resumed  his  legal 
practice  for  a  time  and  declined  a  nomina- 
tion as  presidential  elector  in  1864.  In 
1866  and  again  in  1869  Mr.  Carlisle  was 
elected  to  the  senate  of  Kentucky.  He  re- 
signed this  position  in  1871  and  was  chosen 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  state,  which  office 
he  held  until  1875.  He  was  one  of  the 
presidential  electors-at-large  for  Ken- 
tucky in  1876.  He  first  entered  congress  in 
1877,  and  soon  became  a  prominent  leader 
on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  continued  a  member  of 
that  body  through  the  forty-sixth,  forty- 
seventh,  forty-eighth   and  forty-ninth  con- 


gresses, and  was  speaker  of  the  house  during 
the  two  latter.  He  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  senate  to  succeed  Senator 
Blackburn,  and  remained  a  member  of  that 
branch  of  congress  until  March,  1893,  when 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
He  performed  the  duties  of  that  high  office 
until  March  4,  1897,  throughout  the  en- 
tire second  administration  of  President 
Cleveland.  His  ability  and  many  years  of 
public  service  gave  him  a  national  reputa- 
tion. 

FRANCES  E.  WILLARD,  for  many  years 
president  of  the  "Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  and  a  noted  American 
lecturer  and  writer,  was  born  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  September  28,  1839.  Graduating 
from  the  Northwestern  Female  College  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  she  began  teaching  and  met 
with  great  success  in  many  cities  of  the  west. 
She  was  made  directress  of  Genesee  Wes- 
leyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  Ohio,  in  1867,  and 
four  years  later  was  elected  president  of  the 
Evanston  College  for  young  ladies,  a  branch 
of  the  Northwestern  University. 

During  the  two  years  succeeding  1869 
she  traveled  extensively  in  Europe  and  the 
east,  visiting  Egypt  and  Palestine,  and 
gathering  materials  for  a  valuable  course  of 
lectures,  which  she  delivered  at  Chicago  on 
her  return.  She  became  very  popular,  and 
won  great  influence  in  the  temperance 
cause.  Her  work  as  president  of  the  Wo- 
man's Christian  Temperance  Union  greatly 
strengthened  that  society,  and  she  made 
frequent  trips  to  Europe  in  the  mterest  of 
that  cause. 

RICHARD  OLNEY.— Among  the  promi- 
nent men  who  were  members  of  the 
cabinet  of  President  Cleveland  in  his  second 
administration,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
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heads  this  sketch  held  a  leading  place,  oc- 
cupying the  positions  of  attorney  general 
and  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Olney  came  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  honored  New  England  families; 
the  first  of  his  ancestors  to  come  from  Eng- 
land settled  in  Massachusetts  in  1635.  This 
was  Thomas  Olney.  He  was  a  friend  and 
co-religionist  of  Roger  Williams,  and  when 
the  latter  moved  to  what  is  now  Rhode 
feland,  went  with  him  and  became  one  of 
the  founders  of  Providence  Plantations. 

Richard  Olney  was  born  in  Oxford, 
Massachusetts,  in  1835,  and  received  the 
elements  of  his  earlier  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  which  New  England  is  so  proud 
of.  He  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1856,  and  passed  the 
Harvard  law  school  two  years  later.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with 
Judge  B.  F.  Thomas,  a  prominent  man  of 
that  locality.  For  years  Richard  Olney  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  lawyers  in  Massachusetts.  Twice 
he  was  offered  a  place  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state,  but  both  times 
he  declined.  He  was  always  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  tenets,  and  for  many  years 
was  a  trusted  counsellor  of  members  of  that 
party.  In  1874  Mr.  Olney  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  legislature.  In  1876,  during 
the  heated  presidential  campaign,  to 
strengthen  the  cause  of  Mr.  Tilden  in  the 
New  England  states,  it  was  intimated  that 
in  the  event  of  that  gentleman's  election  to 
the  presidency,  Mr.  Olney  would  be  attor- 
Dey  general. 

When  Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  his  inaugura- 
tion in  March,  1893,  he  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  attorney  general  to  Richard  Olney. 
This  was  accepted,  and  that  gentleman  ful- 
^lled  the  duties  of  the  office  until  the  death 


of  Walter  Q.  Gresham,  in  May,  1895,  made 
vacant  the  position  of  secretary  of  state. 
This  post  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Olney.  While  occupying  the  later 
office,  Mr.  Olney  brought  himself  into  inter- 
national prominence  by  some  very  able  state 
papers. 

JOHN  JAY  KNOX,  for  many  years  comp- 
troller of  the  currency,  and  an  eminent 
financier,  was  born  in  Knoxboro,  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  May  19,  1828.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  graduated  at 
Hamilton  College  in  1849.  For  about 
thirteen  years  he  was  engaged  as  a  private 
banker,  or  in  a  position  in  a  bank,  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  finance.  In  1862,  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  ap- 
pointed him  to  an  office  in  that  department 
of  the  government,  and  later  he  had  charge 
of  the  mint  coinage  correspondence.  In  i  %6-j 
Mr.  Knox  was  made  deputy  comptroller 
of  the  currency,  and  in  that  capacity,  in 
1870,  he  made  two  reports  on  the  mint 
service,  with  a  codification  of  the  mint  and 
coinage  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
suggesting  many  important  amendments 
These  reports  were  ordered  printed  by  reso- 
lution of  congress.  The  bill  which  he  pre- 
pared, with  some  slight  changes,  was  sub- 
sequently passed,  and  has  been  known  in 
history  as  the  "  Coinage  Act  of  1S73." 

In  1872  Mr.  Knox  wns  appointed  comp- 
troller of  the  currency,  and  held  that  re- 
sponsible position  until  1884,  when  he  re- 
signed. He  then  accej'ted  the  position  of 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  the  Re- 
public, of  New  York  City,  which  institution 
he  served  for  many  years.  He  was  the 
author  of  "  United  States  Notes,"  published 
in  1884.  In  the  reports  spoken  of  above,  a 
history  of  the  two  United   States    banks  is 
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given,  together  with  that  of  the  state  and 
national  banking  system,  and  much  valuable 
statistical  matter  relating  to  kindred  sub- 
jects. 

NATHANIEL  HAWTHORNE.— In  the 
opinion  of  many  critics  Hawthorne  is 
pronounced  the  foremost  American  novelist, 
and  in  his  peculiar  vein  of  romance  is  said 
to  be  without  a  peer.  His  reputation  is 
world-wide,  and  his  ability  as  a  writer  is 
recognized  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
He  was  born  July  4,  1804,  at  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts. On  account  of  feeble  health  he 
spent  some  years  of  his  boyhood  on  a  farm 
near  Raymond,  Maine.  He  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  liberal  education  in  his  youth, 
and  entered  Bowdoin  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1825  in  the  same  class  with 
H  W  Longfellow  and  John  S.  C.  Abbott. 
He  then  returned  to  Salem,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  literature,  publishing  several 
tales  and  other  articles  in  various  periodi- 
cals. His  first  venturfe  in  the  field  of  ro- 
mance, "  Fanshaw,'' proved  a  failure.  In 
1836  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  became 
editor  of  the  "American  Magazine,"  which 
soon  passed  out  of  existence.  In  1837  he 
published  "Twice  Told  Tales,"  which  were 
chiefly  made  up  of  his  former  contributions 
to  magazines.  In  1838-41  he  held  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Boston  custom  house,  but  later 
took  part  in  the  "  Brook  farm  experiment," 
a  socialistic  idea  after  the  plan  of  Fourier. 
In  1843  he  was  married  and  took  up  his 
residence  at  the  old  parsonage  at  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  which  he  immortalized  in 
his  next  work,  "Mosses  From  an  Old 
Manse,"  published  in  1846.  From  the  lat- 
ter date  until  1850  he  was  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Salem,  and  while  thus  employed 
wrote  one  of  his  strongest  works,  "The 
Scarlet   Letter."     For  the  succeeding  two 


years  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  was  his  home, 
and  the  "  House  of  the  Seven  Gables  "  was 
produced  there,  as  well  as  the  "  Blithedale 
Romance."  In  1852  he  published  a  "Life 
of  Franklin  Pierce,"  a  college  friend  whom 
he  warmly  regarded.  In  1853  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  consul  to  Liverpool, 
England,  where  he  remained  some  years, 
after  which  he  spent  some  time  in  Italy. 
On  returning  to  his  native  land  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  Concord,  Massachusetts. 
While  taking  a  trip  for  his  health  with  ex- 
President  Pierce,  he  died  at  Plymouth,  New 
Hampshire,  May  19,  1864.  In  addition  to 
the  works  mentioned  above  Mr.  Hawthorne 
gave  to  the  world  the  following  books: 
"  True  Stories  from  History,"  "The  Won- 
der Book,"  "  The  Snow  Image,"  "Tangle- 
wood  Tales,"  "The  Marble  Faun,"  and 
' '  Our  Old  Home. "  After  his  death  appeared 
a  series  of  "Notebooks,"  edited  by  his  wife, 
Sophia  P.  Hawthorne;  "  Septimius  Felton," 
edited  by  his  daughter,  Una,  and  "  Dr. 
Grimshaw's  Secret,"  put  into  shape  by  his 
talented  son,  Julian.  He  left  an  unfinished 
work  called  "  Dolliver  Romance,"  which  has 
been  published  just  as  he  left  it. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  sixteenth  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born 
February  12,  1809,  in  Larue  county  (Har- 
din county),  Kentucky,  in  a  log-cabin  near 
Hudgensville.  When  he  was  eight  years 
old  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Indiana, 
near  the  Ohio  river,  and  a  year  later  his 
mother  died.  His  father  then  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Bush)  Johnston,  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Kentucky,  who  proved  a  kind  of  fos- 
ter-mother to  Abraham,  and  encouraged 
him  to  study.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
and  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Gentryville,  and 
was  noted  for  his  athletic  feats  and  strength, 
fondness    for  debate,   a  fund  of   humorous 
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anecdote,  as  well  as  the  composition  of  rude 
verses.  He  made  ai  trip  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen to  New  Orleans  on  a  flat-boat,  and  set- 
tled in  Illinois  in  1830.  He  assisted  his 
father  to  build  a  log  house  and  clear  a  farm 
on  the  Sangamon  river  near  Decatur,  Illinois, 
and  split  the  rails  with  which  to  fence  it.  In 
1 85 1  he  was  employed  in  the  building  of  a 
flat-boat  on  the  Sangamon,  and  to  run  it  to 
New  Orleans.  The  voyage  gave  him  anew 
insight  into  the  horrors  of  slavery  in  the 
south.  On  his  return  he  settled  at  New 
Salem  and  engaged,  first  as  a  clerk  in  a  store, 
then  as  grocer,  surveyor  and  postmaster,  and 
he  piloted  the  first  steamboat  that  as- 
cended the  Sangamon.  He  participated  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war  as  captain  of  volun- 
teers, and  after  his  return  he  studied  law, 
interested  himself  in  politics,  and  became 
prominent  locally  as  a  public  speaker.  He 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1834  as  a 
' '  Clay  Whig, "  and  began  at  once  to  dis- 
play a  command  of  language  and  forcible 
rhetoric  that  made  him  a  match  for  his 
more  cultured  opponents.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1837,  and  began  prac- 
tice at  Springfield.  He  married  a  lady  of  a 
prominent  Kentucky  family  in  1842.  He 
was  active  in  the  presidential  campaigns  of 
1840  and  1844  and  was  an  elector  on  the 
Harrison  and  Clay  tickets,  and  was  elected 
to  congress  in  1846,  over  Peter  Cartwright. 
He  voted  for  the  Wilmot  proviso  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co'.um- 
bia,  and  opposed  the  war  with  Mexico,  but 
gained  little  prominence  during  his  two 
years'  service.  He  then  returned  to  Spring- 
field and  devoted  his  attention  to  law,  tak- 
ing little  interest  in  politics,  until  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise  and  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in  1854.  This 
awakened  his  interest  in  politics  again  and 
he  attacked  the  champion  of  that  measure, 


Stephen  A.  Douglas,  in  a  speech  at  Spring- 
field that  made  him  famous,  and  is  said 
by  those  who  heard  it  to  be  the  greatest 
speech  of  his  life.  Lincoln  was  selected  as 
candidate  for  the  United  States  senate,  but 
was  defeated  by  Trumbull.  Upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  the  Whig 
party  suddenly  went  to  pieces,  and  the  Re- 
publican party  gathered  head.  At  the 
Bloomington  Republican  convention  in  1856 
Lincoln  made  an  effective  address  in  which 
he  first  took  a  position  antagonistic  to  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery.  He  was  a  Fremont  elector 
and  received  a  strong  support  for  nomina- 
tion as  vice-president  in  the  Philadelphia 
convention.  In  1858  he  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Republicans  for  the  United 
States  senate,  and  the  great  campaign  of  de- 
bate which  followed  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Douglas,  but  established  Lincoln's  repu- 
tation as  the  leading  exponent  of  Republican 
doctrines.  He  began  to  be  mentioned  in 
Illinois  as  candidate  for  the  presidencj',  and 
a  course  of  addresses  in  the  eastern  states 
attracted  favorable  attention.  When  the 
national  convention  met  at  Chicago,  his 
rivals,  Chase,  Seward,  Bates  and  others, 
were  compelled  to  retire  before  the  western 
giant,  and  he  was  nominated,  with  Hannibal 
Hamlin  as  his  running  mate.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  had  now  been  disrupted,  and 
Lincoln's  election  assured.  He  carried 
practically  every  northern  state,  and  the 
secession  of  South  Carolina,  followed  by  a 
number  of  the  gulf  states,  took  place  before 
his  inauguration.  Lincoln  is  the  only  presi- 
dent who  was  ever  compelled  to  reach 
Washington  in  a  secret  manner.  He  es- 
caped assassination  by  avoiding  Baltimore, 
and  was  quietly  inaugurated  March  4,  1861. 
His  inaugural  address  was  firm  but  con- 
ciliatory, and  he  said  to  the  secessionists: 
"  You  have    no  oath  registered  in  heaven 
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to  destroy  the  government,  while  I  have  the 
most  solemn  one  to  preserve,  protect  and 
defend  it.'  He  made  up  his  cabinet  chiefly 
of  those  political  rivals  in  his  own  party — 
Seward,  Chase,  Cameron,  Bates — and  se- 
cured the  co-operation  of  the  Douglas  Dem- 
ocrats. His  great  deeds,  amidst  the  heat 
and  turmoil  of  war,  were:  His  call  for 
seventy-five  thousand  volunteers,  and  the 
blockading  of  southern  ports;  calling  of  con- 
gress in  extra  session,  July  14,  1861,  and 
obtaining  four  hundred  thousand  men  and 
four  hundred  million  dollars  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war;  appointing  Stanton  secre- 
tary of  war;  issuing  the  emancipation  proc- 
lamation; calling  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers;  address  at  Gettysburg 
cemetery;  commissioned  Grant  as  lieuten- 
ant-general and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States;  his  second 
inaugural  address;  his  visit  to  the  army  be- 
fore Richmond,  and  his  entry  into  Rich- 
mond the  day  after  its  surrender. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  shot  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth  in  a  box  in  Ford's  theater 
at  Washington  the  night  of  April  14,  1865, 
and  expired  the  following  morning.  His 
body  was  buried  at  Oak  Ridge  cemetery, 
Springfield,  Illinois,  and  a  monument  com- 
memorating his  great  work  marks  his  resting 
place. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD,  the  celebrated 
philanthropist,  was  born  in  Bordeaux, 
France,  May  24,  1750.  He  became  a  sailor 
engaged  in  the  American  coast  trade,  and 
also  made  frequent  trips  to  the  West  Indies. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  a 
grocer  and  liquor  seller  in  Philadelphia. 
He  married  in  that  city,  and  afterward 
separated  from  his  wife.  After  the  war  he 
again  engaged  in  the  coast  and  West  India 
trade,  and  his  fortune  began  to  accumulate 


from  receiving  goods  from  West  Indian 
planters  during  the  insurrection  in  Hayti, 
little  of  which  was  ever  called  for  again. 
He  became  a  private  banker  in  Philadelphia 
in  1 81 2,  and  afterward  was  a  director  in  the 
United  States  Bank.  He  made  much  money 
by  leasing  property  in  the  city  in  times  of 
depression,  and  upon  the  revival  of  industry 
sub-leasing  at  enormous  profit.  He  became 
the  wealthiest  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  his  time. 

He  was  eccentric,  ungracious,  and  a 
freethinker.  He  had  few,  if  any,  friends  in 
his  lifetime.  However,  he  was  most  chari- 
tably disposed,  and  gave  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions and  schools  with  a  liberal  hand. 
He  did  more  than  any  one  else  to  relieve 
the  suffering  and  deprivations  during  the 
great  yellow  fever  scourge  in  Philadelphia, 
devoting  his  personal  attention  to  the  sick. 
He  endowed  and  made  a  free  institution, 
the  famous  Will's  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
of  Philadelphia — one  of  the  largest  institu- 
tions of  its  kind  in  the  world.  At  his  death 
practically  all  his  immense  wealth  was  be- 
queathed to  charitable  institutions,  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  going  to  the 
founding  of  Girard  College,  which  was  to 
be  devoted  to  the  education  and  training  of 
boys  between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten  years. 
Large  donations  were  also  made  to  institu- 
tions in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans. 
The  principal  building  of  Girard  College  is 
the  most  magnificent  example  of  Greek 
architecture  in  America.  Girard  died  De- 
cember 26,  1 83 1. 


LOUIS  J.  R.  AGASSIZ,  the  eminent  nat- 
uralist and  geologist,  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  Motier,  near  Lake  Neuchatel,  Swit- 
zerland, May  28,  1807,  but  attained  his 
greatest  fame  after  becoming  an  American 
citizen.     He  studied  the  medical  sciences  at 
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Zurich,  Heidelberg  and  Munich.  His  first 
work  was  a  Latin  description  of  the  fishes 
which  Martins  and  Spix  brought  from  Brazil. 
This  was  published  in  1 829-3  •  •  He  devoted 
much  time  to  the  study  of  fossil  fishes,  and 
in  1S32  was  appointed  professor  of  natural 
history  at  Neuchatel.  He  greatly  increased 
his  reputation  by  a  great  work  in  French, 
entitled  "Researches  on  Fossil  Fishes,"  in 
1S32-42,  in  which  he  made  many  important 
improvements  in  the  classification  of  fishes. 
Having  passed  many  summers  among  the 
Alps  in  researches  on  glaciers,  he  propounded 
some  new  and  interesting  ideas  on  geology, 
and  the  agency  of  glaciers  in  his  "Studies 
by  the  Glaciers."  This  was  published  in 
1840.  This  latter  work,  with  his  "  System 
of  the  Glaciers,"  published  in  1847,  are 
among  his  principal  works. 

In  1846,  Professor  Agassiz  crossed  the 
ocean  on  a  scientific  excursion  to  the  United 
States,  and  soon  determined  to  remain  here. 
He  accepted,  about  the  beginning  of  1848, 
the  chair  of  zoology  and  geology  at  Harvard. 
He  explored  the  natural  history  of  the 
United  States  at  different  times  and  gave  an 
impulse  to  the  study  of  nature  in  this 
country.  In  1865  he  conducted  an  expedi- 
tion to  Brazil,  and  explored  the  lower  Ama- 
zon and  its  tributaries.  In  1868  he  was 
made  non-resident  professor  of  natural  his- 
tory at  Cornell  University.  In  December, 
1 87 1,  he  accompanied  the.  Hassler  expedi- 
tion, under  Professor  Pierce,  to  the  South 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  He  died  at 
Cambridge,     Massachusetts,  December   14, 

1873- 

Among  other  of  the  important  works  of 
Professor  Agassiz  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing: "Outlines  of  Comparative  Physi- 
ology," "Journey  to  Brazil,"  and  "Contri- 
butions to  the  Natural  History  of  the  United 
States."      It   is  said  of  Professor  Agassiz, 


that,  perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  Hugh 
Miller,  no  one  had  so  popularized  science  in 
his  day,  or  trained  so  many  young  natural- 
ists. Many  of  the  theories  held  by  Agassiz 
are  not  supported  by  many  of  the  natural- 
ists of  these  later  days,  but  upon  many  of 
the  speculations  into  the  origin  of  species  and 
in  physics  he  has  left  the  marks  of  his  own 
strongly  marked  individuality. 


WILLIAM  WINDOM.— As  a  prominent 
and  leading  lawyer  of  the  great  north- 
west, as  a  member  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
won  for  himself  a  prominent  position  in  the 
history  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Windom  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Belmont  county.  May  10,  1827. 
He  received  a  good  elementary  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  took  up 
the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
1855.  In  the  latter  year  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  move  further  west,  and  accordingly 
went  to  Minnesota,  and  opening  an  office, 
became  identified  with  the  interests  of  that 
state,  and  the  northwest  generally.  In 
1858  he  took  his  place  in  the  Minnesota 
delegation  in  the  national  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, at  Washington,  and  continued 
to  represent  his  constituency  in  that  body 
for  ten  years.  In  1871  Mr.  Windom  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  Min- 
nesota, and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office 
after  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  position  for 
a  full  term,  in  1876.  On  the  inauguration 
of  President  Garfield,  in  March,  i88r,  Mr. 
Windom  became  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  his  cabinet.  He  resigned  this  office  Oc- 
tober 27,  1 88 1,  and  was  elected  senator 
from  the   North  Star  state   to  fill  the  va- 
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cancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  A.  J. 
Edgerton.  Mr.  Windom  served  in  that 
chamber  until  March,  1883. 

William    Windom    died    in     New    York 
City  January  29,   1891. 


DON  M.  DICKINSON,  an  American 
politician  and  lawyer,  was  born  in 
Port  Ontario,  New  York,  January  17,  1846. 
He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
when  he  was  but  two  years  old.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Detroit 
and  at  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  In  1872  he  was  made 
secretary  of  the  Democratic  state  central 
committee  of  Michigan,  and  his  able  man- 
agement of  the  campaign  gave  him  a  prom- 
inent place  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  In 
1876,  during  the  Tilden  campaign,  he  acted 
as  chairman  of  the  state  central  committee. 
He  was  afterward  chosen  to  represent  his 
state  in  the  Democratic  national  committee, 
and  in  1886  he  was  appointed  postmaster- 
general  by  President  Cleveland.  After  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  returned 
to  Detroit  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 
In  the  presidential  campaign  of  1896,  Mr. 
Dickinson  adhered  to  the  "gold  wing  "of 
the  Democracy,  and  his  influence  was  felt 
in  the  national  canvass,  and  especially  in 
his  own  state. 


JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR,  the  founder  of 
the  Astor  family  and  fortunes,  while  not 
a  native  of  this  country,  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  men  of  his  time,  and  as  all  his 
wealth  and  fame  were  acquired  here,  he 
may  well  be  classed  among  America's  great 
men.  He  was  born  near  Heidelberg,  Ger- 
many, July  17,  1763,  and  when  twenty 
years  old  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
Even  at  that   age  he  exhibited  remarkable 


business  ability  and  foresight,  and  soon  he 
was  investing  capital  in  furs  which  he  took 
to  London  and  sold  at  a  great  profit.  He 
next  settled  at  New  York,  and  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  fur  trade.  He  exported 
furs  to  Europe  in  his  own  vessels,  which  re- 
turned with  cargoes  of  foreign  commodities, 
and  thus  he  rapidly  amassed  an  immense 
fortune.  In  181 1  he  founded  Astoria  on 
the  western  coast  of  North  America,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  as  a  depot 
for  the  fur  trade,  for  the  promotion  of 
which  he  sent  a  number  of  expeditions  to 
the  Pacific  ocean.  He  also  purchased  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate  in  New  York, 
the  value  of  which  increased  enormously 
All  through  life  his  business  ventures  were 
a  series  of  marvelous  successes,  and  he 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  sagacious  and 
successful  business  men  in  the  world.  He 
died  March  29,  1848,  leaving  a  fortune  es- 
timated at  over  twenty  million  dollars  to 
his  children,  who  have  since  increased  it. 
John  Jacob  Astor  left  $400,000  to  found  a 
public  library  in  New  York  City,  and  his  son, 
William  B.  Astor,  who  died  in  1875,  left 
$300,000  to  add  to  his  father's  bequest. 
This  is  known  as  the  Astor  Library,  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  United  States. 


SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  an  eminent 
American  statesman,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  March  23,  1823,  being  a  grand- 
son of  General  William  Colfax,  the  com- 
mander of  Washington's  life-guards.  In 
1836  he  removed  with  his  mother,  who  was 
then  a  widow,  to  Indiana,  settling  at  South 
Bend.  Young  Schuyler  studied  law,  and 
in  1845  became  editor  of  the  "St.  Joseph 
Valley  Register,"  a  Whig  paper  published 
at  South  Bend.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  formed  a  new  constitu- 
tion   for  Indiana  in  1850,  and  he  opposed 
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the  clause  that  prohibited  colored  men 
from  settling  in  that  state.  In  1851  he  was 
defeated  as  the  Whig  candidate  for  congress 
but  was  elected  in  1854,  and,  being  repeat- 
edly re-elected,  continued  to  represent  that 
district  in  congress  until  1869.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  served  three  terms  as  speaker.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  was  an  active  participant 
in  all  public  measures  of  importance,  and 
was  a  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of 
President  Lincoln.  In  May,  1868,  Mr. 
Colfax  was  nominated  for  vice-president  on 
the  ticket  with  General  Grant,  and  was 
elected.  After  the  close  of  his  term  he  re- 
tired from  office,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  lectur- 
ing and  literary  pursuits.  His  death  oc- 
curred January  23,  1885.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  America, 
and  that  order  erected  a  bronze  statue  to 
his  memory  in  University  Park.  Indianapo- 
lis, Indiana,  which  was  unveiled  in  May, 
1887. 

WILLIAM  FREEMAN  VILAS,  who  at- 
tained a  national  reputation  as  an  able 
lawyer,  statesman,  and  cabinet  officer,  was 
born  at  Chelsea,  Vermont,  July  9,  1840. 
His  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin  when 
our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  there  with  the  early  settlers  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  William  F.  Vilas  was  given  all  the 
advantages  found  in  the  common  schools, 
and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Wisconsin  State  University,  after 
which  he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  began  practicing  at  Madison. 
Shortly  afterward  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
and  Mr.  Vilas  enlisted  and  became  colonel 


of  the  Twenty-third  regiment  of  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  serving  throughout  the  war  with 
distinction.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Wisconsin,  resumed  his  law  prac- 
tice, and  rapidly  rose  to  eminence  in  this 
profession.  In  18S5  he  was  selected  by 
President  Cleveland  for  postmaster-general 
and  at  the  close  of  his  term  again  returned 
to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  to  resume  the  prac- 
tice of  law. 

THOMAS  McINTYRE  COOLEY,  an  em- 
inent American  jurist  and  law  writer, 
was  born  in  Attica,  New  York,  January  6, 
1824.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 846, 
and  four  years  later  was  appointed  reporter 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  which 
office  he  continued  to  hold  for  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1859,  he  became  pro- 
fessor of  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  and  soon  afterward  was 
made  dean  of  the  faculty  of  that  depart- 
ment. In  1864  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  in  1867  be- 
cam£  chief  justice  of  that  court,  and  in 
1869  was  re-elected  for  a  term  of  eight 
years.  In  1881  he  again  joined  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  assuming  the 
professorship  of  constitutional  and  adminis- 
trative law.  His  works  on  these  branches 
have  become  standard,  and  he  is  recog- 
nized as  authority  on  this  and  related  sub- 
jects. Upon  the  passage  of  the  inter-state 
commerce  law  in  1887  he  became  chairman 
of  the  commission  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity four  years. 


JOHN  PETER  ALTGELD,  a  noted 
American  politician  and  writer  on  social 
questions,  was  born  in  Germany,  December 
30,  1847.  He  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  and  settled  in  Ohio  when  two  years 
old.     In  1864  he  entered  the  Union  army 
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and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  settled  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He 
was  elected  judge  of  the  superior  court  of 
Cook  county,  Illinois,  in  1886,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  elected  governor  of 
Illinois  in  1892,  as  a  Democrat.  During 
the  first  year  of  his  term  as  governor  he  at- 
tracted national  attention  by  his  pardon  of 
the  anarchists  convicted  of  the  Haymarket 
murder  in  Chicago,  and  again  in  1894  by 
his  denunciation  of  President  Cleveland  for 
calling  out  federal  troops  to  suppress  the 
rioting  in  connection  with  the  great  Pull- 
man strike  in  Chicago.  At  the  national 
convention  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Chi- 
cago, in  July,  1896,  he  is  said  to  have  in- 
spired the  clause  in  the  platform  denuncia- 
tory of  interference  by  federal  authorities  in 
local  affairs,  and  "government  by  injunc- 
tion." He  was  gubernatorial  candidate  for 
re-election  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1896, 
but  was  defeated  by  John  R.  Tanner,  Re- 
publican. Mr.  Altgeld  published  two  vol- 
umes of  essays  on  "  Live  Questions,"  evinc- 
ing radical  views  on  social  matters. 


ADLAI  EWING  STEVENSON,  an  Amer. 
ican  statesman  and  politician,  was  born 
in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  October  23, 
1835,  and  removed  with  the  family  to 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  in  1852.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858,  and  set- 
tled in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Metamora,  Illinois.  In  1861  he  was 
made  master  in  chancery  of  Woodford 
county,  and  in  1864  was  elected  state's  at- 
torney. In  1868  he  returned  to  Blooming- 
ton  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
James  S.  Ewing.  He  had  served  as  a  pres- 
idential elector  in  1864,  and  in  1868  was 
elected  to  congress  as  a  Democrat,  receiv- 
ing a  majority  vote  from  every  county  in  his 
district.     He     became    prominent    in    his 


party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
convention  in  1884.  On  the  election  of 
Cleveland  to  the  presidency  Mr.  Stevenson 
was  appointed  first  assistant  postmaster- 
general.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  continued  to  e.xert  a  controlling  influence 
in  the  politics  of  his  state,  and  in  1892  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  United  States 
on  the  ticket  with  Grover  Cleveland.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  at  Bloomington, 
Illinois. 

SIMON  CAMERON,  whose  name  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  United  States  as  a  political  leader 
and  statesman,  was  born  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  March  8,  1799.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  receiving 
good  educational  advantages,  and  develop- 
ing a  natural  inclination  for  political  life. 
He  rapidly  rose  in  prominence  and  became 
the  most  influential  Democrat  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1845  was  elected  by  that  party 
to  the  United  States  senate.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  declare  his  allegiance  to 
it,  and  in  1856  was  re-elected  United  States 
senator  from  Pennsylvania  as  a  Republican. 
In  March,  1861,  he  was  appointed  secretary 
of  war  by  President  Lincoln,  and  served 
until  early  in  1862,  when  he  was  sent  as 
minister  to  Russia,  returning  in  1863.  In 
1866  he  was  again  elected  United  States 
senator  and  served  until  1877,  when  he  re- 
signed and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  James 
Donald  Cameron.  He  continued  to  exert  a 
powerful  influence  in  political  affairs  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  June  26,  1889. 

James  Donald  Cameron  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  Simon  Cameron,  and  also 
attained  a  high  rank  among  American 
statesmen.      He  was    born  at  Harrisburg, 
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Pennsylvania,  May  14,  1833,  and  received  an 
excellent  education,  graduating  at  Princeton 
College  in  1852.  He  rapidly  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  able  and  successful  business 
men  of  the  country  and  was  largely  inter- 
ested in  and  identified  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  coal,  iron,  lumber  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  his  native  state.  He 
served  as  cashier  and  afterward  president  of 
the  Middletownbank,  and  in  1861  was  made 
vice-president,  and  in  1863  president  of 
the  Northern  Central  railroad,  holding  this 
position  until  1874,  when  he  resigned  and 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  A.  Scott.  This 
road  was  of  great  service  to  the  government 
during  the  war  as  a  means  of  communica- 
tion between  Pennsylvania  and  the  national 
capital,  via  Baltimore.  Mr.  Cameron  also 
took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs, 
always  as  a  Republican.  In  May,  1876, 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  war  in  Pres- 
ident Grant's  cabinet,  and  in  1877  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  United  States 
senate.  He  was  re-elected  in  1885,  and 
again  in  1891,  serving  until  1896,  and  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  bodv. 


ADOLPHUS  W.  GREELEY,  a  famous 
American  arctic  explorer,  was  born  at 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  March  27, 
1844.  He  graduated  from  Brown  High 
School  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  a  year 
later  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts  Infantry,  and  was  made  first 
sergeant.  In  1863  he  was  promoted  to 
second  lieutenant.  After  the  war  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry, 
and  became  first  lieutenant  in  1873.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  United  States 
signal  service  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  An  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the 
United   States    government    in    1881,   un- 


der auspices  of  the  weather  bureau,  and 
Lieutenant  Greeley  placed  in  command. 
They  set  sail  from  St.  Johns  the  first  week 
in  July,  and  after  nine  days  landed  in  Green- 
land, where  they  secured  the  services  of  two 
natives,  together  with  sledges,  dogs,  furs 
and  equipment.  They  encountered  an  ice 
pack  early  in  August,  and  on  the  28th  of 
that  month  freezing  weather  set  in.  Two 
of  his  party,  Lieutenant  Lockwood  and  Ser- 
geant Brainard,  added  to  the  known  maps 
about  forty  miles  of  coast  survey,  and 
reached  the  highest  point  yet  attained  by 
man,  eighty-three  degrees  and  twenty-four 
minutes  north,  longitude,  forty-four  degrees 
and  five  minutes  west.  On  their  return  to 
Fort  Conger,  Lieutenant  Greeley  set  out 
for  the  south  on  August  9,  1883.  He 
reached  Baird  Inlet  twenty  days  later  with 
his  entire  party.  Here  they  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  boats,  and  drifted  on  an 
ice-floe  for  one  month.  They  then  went 
into  camp  at  Cape  Sabine,  where  they  suf- 
fered untold  hardships,  and  eighteen  of  the 
party  succumbed  to  cold  and  hunger,  and 
had  relief  been  delayed  two 'days  longer 
none  would  have  been  found  alive.  They 
were  picked  up  by  the  relief  expedition, 
under  Captain  Schley,  June  22,  1884.  The 
dead  were  taken  to  New  York  for  burial. 
Many  sensational  stories  were  published 
concerning  the  expedition,  and  Lieutenant 
Greeley  prepared  an  exhaustive  account 
of  his  explorations  and  experiences. 


LEVI  P.  MORTON,  the  millionaire  poli- 
tician, was  born  in  Shoreham,  Ver- 
mont, May  16,  1824,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion consisted  of  the  rudiments  which  he 
obtained  in  the  common  school  up  to  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  after  that  time  what 
knowledge  he  gained  was  wrested  from  the 
hard  school  of  experience.     He  removed  to 
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Hanover,  Vermont,  then  Concord,  Vermont, 
and  afterwards  to  Boston.  He  had  worked 
in  a  store  at  Shoreham,  his  native  village, 
and  on  going  to  Hanover  he  established  a 
store  and  went  into  business  for  himself. 
In  Boston  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store, 
and  then  opened  a  business  of  his  own  in 
the  same  line  in  New  York.  After  a  short 
career  he  failed,  and  was  compelled  to  set- 
tle with  his  creditors  at  only  fifty  cents  on 
the  dollar.  He  began  the  struggle  anew, 
and  when  the  war  began  he  established  a 
banking  house  in  New  York,  with  Junius 
Morgan  as  a  partner.  Through  his  firm 
and  connections  the  great  government  war 
loans  were  floated,  and  it  resulted  in  im- 
mense profits  to  his  house.  When  he  was 
again  thoroughly  established  he  invited  his 
former  creditors  to  a  banquet,  and  under 
each  guest's  plate  was  found  a  check  cover- 
ing the  amount  of  loss  sustained  respec- 
tively, with  interest  to  date. 

President  Garfield  appointed  Mr.  Mor- 
ton as  minister  to  France,  after  he  had  de- 
clined the  secretaryship  of  the  navy,  and  in 
1888  he  was  nominated  as  candidate  for 
vice-president,  with  Harrison,  and  elected. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  governor  of  New 
York  over  David  B.  Hill,  and  served  one 
term. 


CHARLES  KENDALL  ADAMS,  one 
of  the  most  talented  and  prominent 
educators  this  country  has  known,  was  born 
January  24,  1835,  ^^  Derby,  Vermont.  He 
received  an  elementary  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  studied  two  terms  in 
the  Derby  Academy.  Mr.  Adams  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  1856.  He  was 
very  anxious  to  pursue  a  collegiate  course, 
but  this  was  impossible  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  In  the  autumn  of 
1856  he  began  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 


at  Denmark  Academy,  and  in  September, 
1857,  he  was  admitted  to  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Mr.  Adams  was  wholly  depend- 
ent upon  himself  for  the  means  of  his  edu- 
cation. During  his  third  and  fourth  year 
he  became  deeply  interested  in  historical 
studies,  was  assistant  librarian  of  the  uni- 
versity, and  determined  to  pursue  a  post- 
graduate course.  In  1864  he  was  appointed 
instructor  of  history  and  Latin  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  an  assistant  professorship  in  1865, 
and  in  1867,  on  the  resignation  o^.  Professor 
White  to  accept  the  presidency  of  Cornell, 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  chair  of  profes- 
sor of  history.  This  he  accepted  on  con- 
dition of  his  being  allowed  to  spend  a  year 
for  special  study  in  Germany,  France  and 
Italy.  Mr.  Adams  returned  in  1868,  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  professorship. 
He  introduced  the  German  system  for  the 
instruction  of  advanced  history  classes,  and 
his  lectures  were  largely  attended.  In  1885, 
on  the  resignation  of  President  White  at 
Cornell,  he  was  elected  his  successor  and 
held  the  office  for  seven  years,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 17,  1893,  he  was  inaugurated  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Pres- 
ident Adams  was  prominently  connected 
with  numerous  scientific  and  literary  organ- 
izations and  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
historical  and  educational  data  in  the  peri- 
odicals and  journals  of  the  country.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  following:  "  Dem- 
ocracy and  Monarchy  in  France,"  "  Manual 
of  Historical  Literature,"  "  A  Plea  for  Sci- 
entific Agriculture,"  "  Higher  Education  in 
Germany." 

JOSEPH  B.  FORAKER,  a  prominent  po- 
litical leader  and  ex-governor  of  Ohio, 
was  born  near  Rainsboro,  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  July  5,  1846.  His  parents  operated 
a  small  farm,  with  a  grist  and  sawmill,  hav- 
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ing  emigrated  hither  from  Virginia  and 
Delaware  on  account  of  their  distaste  for 
slavery. 

Joseph  was  reared  upon  a  farm  until 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighty-ninth 
Ohio  Infantry.  Later  he  was  made  ser- 
geant, and  in  1864  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant. The  next  year  he  was  brevetted 
captain.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  army  after  a  brilliant 
service,  part  of  the  time  being  on  the  staff 
of  General  Slocum.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain and  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  in  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea. 

For  two  years  subsequent  to  the  war 
young  Foraker  was  studying  at  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  but  later 
went  to  Cornell  University,  at  Unity,  New 
York,  from  which  he  graduated  July  i, 
1869.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  In  1879  Mr.  Foraker  was  elected 
judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Cincinnati 
and  held  the  office  for  three  years.  In  1883 
he  was  defeated  in  the  contest  for  the  gov- 
ernorship with  Judge  Hoadly.  In  1885, 
however,  being  again  nominated  for  the 
same  office,  he  was  elected  and  served  two 
terms.  In  1889,  in  running  for  governor 
again,  this  time  against  James  E.  Camp- 
bell, he  was  defeated.  Two  years  later  his 
career  in  the  United  States  senate  began. 
Mr.  Foraker  was  always  a  prominent  figure 
at  all  national  meetings  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  a  strong  power,  politically,  in  his 
native  state. 


LYMAN  ABBOTT,  an  eminent  American 
preacher  and  writer  on  religious  sub- 
jects, came  of  a  noted  New  England 
family.  His  father,  Rev.  Jacob  Abbott,  was 
a  prolific  and  popular  writer,  and  his  uncle. 
Rev.    John   S.    C.    Abbott,  was    a    noted 


preacher  and  author.  Lyman  Abbott  was 
born  December  18,  1835,  in  Koxbury, 
Massachusetts.  He  graduated  at  the  New 
York  University,  in  1853,  studied  law,  and 
practiced  for  a  time  at  the  bar,  after  which 
he  studied  theology  with  his  uncle.  Rev. 
John  S.  C.  Abbott,  and  in  i860  was  settled 
in  the  ministry  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  re- 
maining there  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  became  connected  with  the 
Freedmen's  Commission,  continuing  this 
until  1868,  when  he  accepted  the  pastorate 
of  the  New  England  Congregational  church, 
in  New  York  City.  A  few  years  later  he  re- 
signed, to  devote  his  time  principally  to  lit- 
erary pursuits.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
edited  for  the  American  Tract  Society,  its 
"Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,"  also  the 
New  York  "Christian  Union."  He  pro- 
duced many  works,  which  had  a  wide  circu- 
lation, among  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
following:  "Jesus  of  Nazareth,  His  Life  and 
Teachings,"  "Old  Testament  Shadows  of 
New  Testament  Truths,"  "Morning  and 
Evening  Exercises,  Selected  from  Writings 
of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,"  "Laicus,  or  the 
Experiences  of  a  Layman  in  a  Country 
Parish,"  "Popular  Religious  Dictionary," 
and  "Commentaries  on  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  John  and  Acts." 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  CURTIS.— The 
well-known  author,  orator  and  journal- 
ist whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  born 
at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  February  24, 
1824.  Having  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
most  excellent  education  in  his  native  land, 
he  went  to  Europe  and  studied  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Berlin.  He  made  an  extensive 
tour  throughout  the  Levant,  from  which  he 
returned  home  in  1S50.  At  that  early  age 
literature  became  his  field  of  labor,  and  in 
1851  he  published  his  first  important  work. 
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"  Nile  Notes  of  a  Hovvadji."  In  1852  two 
works  issued  from  his  facile  pen,  "The 
Howadji  in  Syria,"  and  "Lotus-Eating." 
Later  on  he  was  the  author  of  the  well- 
known  "  Potiphar  Papers,"  "  Prue  and  L" 
and  "Trumps."  He  greatly  distinguished 
himself  throughout  this  land  as  a  lecturer 
on  many  subjects,  and  as  an  orator  had  but 
few  peers.  He  was  also  well  known  as  one 
of  the  most  fluent  speakers  on  the  stump, 
making  many  political  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  recognition  of 
his  valuable  services,  Mr.  Curtis  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grant,  chairman  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  civil  service.  Al- 
though a  life-long  Republican,  Mr.  Curtis 
refused  to  support  Blaine  for  the  presidency 
in  1884,  because  of  his  ideas  on  civil  ser- 
vice and  other  reforms.  For  his  memorable 
and  magnificent  eulogy  on  Wendell  Phillips, 
delivered  in  Boston,  in  1884,  that  city  pre- 
sented Mr.  Curtis  with  a  gold  medal. 

George  W.  Curtis,  however,  is  best 
known  to  the  reading  public  of  the  United 
States  by  his  connection  with  the  Harper 
Brothers,  having  been  editor  of  the  "  Har- 
per's Weekly, "  and  of  the  "Easy  Chair," 
in  "  Harper's  Monthly  Magazine, "for many 
years,  in  fact  retaining  that  position  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
31.  1892.  

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  the  seventeenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  served' 
from  1865  to  1869.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1808,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  He  never  attended  school,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor.  While  serving  his 
apprenticeship  he  suddenly  acquired  a  pas- 
sion for  knowledge,  and  learned  to  read. 
From  that  time  on  he  spent  all  his  spare 
time  in  reading,  and    after  working  for  two 


years  as  a  journeyman  tailor  at  Lauren's 
Court  House,  South  Carolina,  he  removed 
to  Greenville,  Tennessee,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  and  was  married.  Under  his 
wife's  instruction  he  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  studies  and  manifested  such  an  interest 
in  local  politics  as  to  be  elected  as  "  work- 
ingmen's  candidate  "  alderman  in  1828,  and 
in  1830  to  the  mayoralty,  and  was  twice 
re-elected  to  each  office.  Mr.  Johnson 
utilized  this  time  in  cultivating  his  talents 
as  a  public  speaker,  by  taking  part  in  a  de- 
bating society.  He  was  elected  in  1835  to 
the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  was  re- 
elected in  1839  as  a  Democrat,  and  in 
1 841  was  elected  state  senator.  Mr.  John- 
son was  elected  representative  in  congress 
in  1843  and  was  re-elected  four  times  in 
succession  until  1853,  when  he  was  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  He  was  re-elected  in  1855 
and  in  1857  he  entered  the  United  States 
senate.  In  i860  he  was  supported  by  the 
Tennessee  delegation  to  the  Democratic 
convention  for  the  presidential  nomination, 
and  lent  his  'influence  to  the  Breckinridge 
wing  of  the  party.  At  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln, which  brought  about  the  first  attempt 
at  secession  in  December,  i860,  Mr.  John- 
son took  a  firm  attitude  in  the  senate  for 
the  Union.  He  was  the  leader  of  the  loy- 
alists in  East  Tennessee.  By  the  course 
that  Mr.  Johnson  pursued  in  this  crisis  he 
was  brought  prominently  before  the  north- 
ern people,  and  when,  in  March,  1862,  he 
was  appointed  military  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general, 
he  increased  his  popularity  by  the  vigorous 
manner  in  which  he  labored  to  restore 
order.  In  the  campaign  of  1S64  he  was 
elected  vice-president  on  the  ticket  with 
President  Lincoln,  and  upon  the  assassi- 
nation of  the    latter    he    succeeded    to  the 
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presidency,  April  15,  1865.  He  retained 
the  cabinet  of  President  Lincoln,  and  at 
first  exhibited  considerable  severity  towards 
the  former  Confederates,  but  he  soon  inau- 
gurated a  policy  of  reconstruction,  pro- 
claimed a  general  amnesty  to  the  late  Con- 
federates, and  established  provisional  gov- 
ernments in  the  southern  states.  These 
states  claimed  representation  in  congress  in 
the  following  December,  and  then  arose  the 
momentous  question  as  to  what  should  be 
the  policy  of  the  victorious  Union  against 
their  late  enemies.  The  Republican  ma- 
jority in  congress  had  an  apprehension  that 
the  President  would  undo  the  results  of  the 
war,  and  consequently  passed  two  bills  over 
the  executive  veto,  and  the  two  highest 
branches  of  the  government  were  in  open 
antagonism.  The  cabineLwas  reconstructed 
in  July,  and  Messrs.  Randall,  Stanbury  and 
Browning  superseded  Messrs.  Denison, 
Speed  and  Harlan.  In  August,  1867,  Pres- 
ident Johnson  removed  the  secretary  of  war 
and  replaced  him  with  General  Grant,  but 
when  congress  met  in  December  it  refused 
to  ratify  the  removal  of  Stanton,  who  re- 
sumed the  functions  of  his  office.  In  1868 
the  president  again  attempted  to  remove 
Stanton,  who  refused  to  vacate  his  post 
and  was  sustained  by  the  senate.  Presi- 
dent Johnson  was  accused  by  congress  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  but  the  trial 
resulted  in  his  acquittal.  Later  he  was  Uni- 
ted States  senator  from  Tennessee,  and 
died  July  31,  1875. 


EDMUND  RANDOLPH,  first  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  August  10,  1753.  His  father, 
John  Randolph,  was  attorney-general  of 
Virginia,  and  lived  and  died  a  royalist.  Ed- 
mund was  educated  in  the  law,  but  joined 
the  army  as  aide-de-camp  to    Washington 


in  1775,  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Virginia  convention  in 
1776,  and  attorney-general  of  the  state  the 
same  year.  In  1779  he  was  elected  to  the 
Continental  congress,  and  served  four  years 
in  that  body.  He  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention in  1787  that  framed  the  constitu- 
tion. In  that  convention  he  proposed  what 
was  known  as  the  "  Virginia  plan"  of  con- 
federation, but  it  was  rejected.  He  advo- 
cated the  ratification  of  the  constitution  in 
ttie  Virginia  convention,  although  he  had  re- 
fused to  sign  it.  He  became  governor  of 
Virginia  in  1788,  and  the  next  year  Wash- 
ington appointed  him  to  the  office  of  at- 
torney-general of  the  United  States  upon 
the  organization  of  the  government  under 
the  constitution.  He  was  appointed  secre- 
tary of  state  to  succeed  Jefferson  during 
Washington's  second  term,  but  resigned  a 
year  later  on  account  of  differences  in  the 
cabinet  concerning  the  policy  pursued  to- 
ward the  new  French  republic.  He  died 
September  12,  181 3. 


W INFIELD  SCOTT  HANCOCK  was 
born  in  Montgomery  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  14,  1824.  He  received 
his  early  education  at  the  Norristown 
Academy,  in  his  native  county,  and,  in  1840, 
was  appointed  a  cadet  in  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  at  West  Point.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  latter  in  1844,  and  brev- 
etted  as  second  lieutenant  of  infantry.  In 
1853  he  was  made  first  lieutenant,  and  two 
years  later  transferred  to  the  quartermaster's 
department,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
in  1863  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
served  on  the  frontier,  and  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  displaying  conspicuous  gallantry  dur- 
ing the  latter.  He  also  took  a  part  in  the 
Seminole  war,  and  in  the  troubles  in  Kan- 
sas, in  1857,  and  in  California,  at   the  out- 
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break  of  the  Civil  war,  as  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  Southern  district,  he  exerted 
a  powerful  influence.  In  1861  he  applied 
for  active  duty  in  the  field,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  department  of  Kentucky  as  chief 
quartermaster,  but  before  entering  upon  that 
duty,  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of 
volunteers.  His  subsequent  history  during 
the  war  was  substantially  that  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in  the 
campaign,  under  McClellan,  and  led  the 
gallant  charge,  which  captured  Fort  Magru- 
der,  won  the  day  at  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, and  by  services  rendered  at 
Savage's  Station  and  other  engagements, 
won  several  grades  in  the  regular  service, 
and  was  recommended  by  McClellan  for 
major-general  of  volunteers.  He  was  a  con- 
spicuous figure  at  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam.  He  was  commissioned  major-gen- 
eral of  volunteers,  November  29,  1862,  and 
made  commander  of  the  First  Division  of 
the  Second  Corps,  which  he  led  at  Fred- 
ricksburg  and  at  Chancellorsville.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
Corps  in  June,  1863,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  July  r,  2  and  3,  of  that  year, 
took  an  important  part.  On  his  arrival  on 
the  field  he  found  part  of  the  forces  then 
in  retreat,  but  stayed  the  retrograde 
movement,  checked  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
following  day  commanded  the  left  center, 
repulsed,  on  the  third,  the  grand  assault  of 
General  Lee's  army,  and  was  severely 
wounded.  For  his  services  on  that  field 
General  Hancock  received  the  thanks  of 
congress.  On  recovering  from  his  wound, 
he  was  detailed  to  go  north  to  stimulate  re- 
cruiting and  fill  up  the  diminished  corps,  and 
was  the  recipient  of  many  public  receptions 
and  ovations.  In  March,  1864,  he  returned 
to  his  command,  and  in  the  Wilderness  and 
at   Spottsylvania  led  large    bodies  of   men 


successfully  and  conspicuously.  From  that 
on  to  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  was  a 
prominent  figure.  In  November,  1864,  he 
was  detailed  to  organize  the  First  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  and  at  the  close  of  hostiUties 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Mid- 
dle Military  Division.  In  July,  1866,  he 
was  made  major-general  of  the  regular 
service.  He  was  at  the  head  of  various 
military  departments  until  1872,  when  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Atlantic,  which  post  he  held 
until  his  death.  In  1869  he  declined  the 
nomination  for  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  president,  in  1880,  and  was  de- 
feated by  General  Garfield,  who  had  a  popu- 
lar majority  of  seven  thousand  and  eighteen 
and  an  electoral  majority  .of  fifty-nine.  Gen- 
eral Hancock  died  February  9,  1886. 


THOMAS  PAINE,  the  most  noted  polit- 
ical and  deistical  writer  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  was  born  in  England,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1737,  of  Quaker  parents.  His  edu- 
cation was. obtained  in  the  grammar  schools 
of  Thetford,  his  native  town,  and  supple- 
mented by  hard  private  study  while  working 
at  his  trade  of  stay-maker  at  London  and 
other  cities  of  England.  He  was  for  a  time 
a  dissenting  preacher,  although  he  did  not 
relinquish  his  employment.  He  married  a 
revenue  of^cial's  daughter,  and  was  employed 
in  the  revenue  service  for  some  time.  He 
then  became  a  grocer  and  during  all  this  time 
he  was  reading  and  cultivating  his  literary 
tastes,  and  had  developed  a  clear  and  forci- 
ble style  of  composition.  He  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  excisemen, 
and  published  a  pamphlet  that  brought 
him  considerable  notice.  He  was  soon  after- 
ward introduced  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
having  been  dismissed  from  the  service  on  a 
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charge  of  smuggling,  his  resentment  led  him 
to  accept  the  advice  of  that  statesman  to 
come  to  America,  in  1774.  He  became 
editor  of  the  ' '  Pennsylvania  Magazine,"  and 
the  next  year  published  his  "Serious 
Thoughts  upon  Slavery"  in  the  "Penn- 
sylvania Journal."  His  greatest  political 
work,  however,  was  written  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Dr.  Rush,  and  entitled  "Common 
Sense."  It  was  the  most  popular  pamphlet 
written  during  the  period  and  he  received 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  in  recognition  of  its 
value.  His  periodical,  the  "Crisis,"  began 
in  1776,  and  its  distribution  among  the 
soldiers  did  a  great  deal  to  keep  up  the  spirit 
of  revolution.  He  was  made  secretary  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  but  was  dis- 
missed for  revealing  diplomatic  secrets  in 
one  of  his  controversies  with  Silas  Deane. 
He  was  originator  and  promoter  of  a  sub- 
scription to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  soldiers 
near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  sent  to 
France  with  Henry  Laurens  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  with  France,  and  was  granted  three 
thousand  dollars  by  congress  for  his  services 
there,  and  an  estate  at  New  Rochelle,  by  the 
state  of  New  York. 

In  1787,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  he  went  to  France,  and  a  few 
years  later  published  his  "  Rights  of  Man," 
defending  the  French  revolution,  which 
gave  him  great  popularity  in  France.  He 
was  made  a  citizen  and  elected  to  the  na- 
tional convention  at  Calais.  He  favored 
banishment  of  the  king  to  America,  and 
opposed  his  execution.  He  was  imprisoned 
for  about  ten  months  during  1794  by  the 
Robespierre  party,  during  which  time  he 
wrote  the  "  Age  of  Reason,"  his  great  deis- 
tical  work.  He  was  in  danger  of  the  guillo- 
tine for  several  months.  He  took  up  his 
residence  with  the  family  of  James  Monroe, 


then  minister  to  France  and  was  chosen 
again  to  the  convention.  He  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  1802,  and  was 
cordially  received  throughout  the  coun- 
try except  at  Trenton,  where  he  was  insulted 
by  Federalists.  He  retired  to  his  estate  at 
New  Rochelle,  and  his  death  occurred  June 
8,  1809. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MACKAY  was  one  of 
U  America's  noted  men,  both  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  western  coast  and  the 
building  of  the  Macka}'  and  Bennett  cable. 
He  was  born  in  183 1  at  Dublin,  Ireland; 
came  to  New  York  in  1840  and  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent  in  Park  Row.  He  went 
to  California  some  time  after  the  argonauts 
of  1849  and  took  to  the  primitive  methods 
of  mining  —  lost  and  won  and  finally  drifted 
into  Nevada  about  i860.  The  bonanza  dis- 
coveries which  were  to  have  such  a  potent 
influence  on  the  finance  and  statesmanship 
of  the  day  came  in  1872.  Mr.  Mackay 
founded  the  Nevada  Bank  in  1878.  He  is 
said  to  have  taken  one  hundred  and 
fifty  million  dollars  in  bullion  out  of 
the  Big  Bonanza  mine.  There  were  as- 
sociated with  him  in  this  enterprise  James 
G.  Fair,  senator  from  Nevada;  William 
O'Brien  and  James  C.  Flood.  When 
vast  wealth  came  to  Mr.  Mackay  he  be- 
lieved it  his  duty  to  do  his  countrj'  some 
service,  and  he  agitated  in  his  mind  the 
building  of  an  American  steamship  line, 
and  while  brooding  over  this  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  cable  relations  between 
America  and  Europe.  The  financial  man- 
agement of  the  cable  was  selfish  and  ex- 
travagant, and  the  capital  was  heavy  with 
accretions  of  financial  "  water"  and  to  pay 
even  an  apparent  dividend  upon  the  sums 
which  represented  the  nominal  value  of  the 
cables,  it  was  necessary   to  hold    the    rates 
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at  an  exorbitant  figure.  And,  moreover, 
the  cables  were  foreign;  in  one  the  influence 
of  France  being  paramount  and  in  the  other 
that  of  England;  and  in  the  matter  of  intel- 
ligence, so  necessary  in  case  of  war,  we 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies.  This 
train  of  thought  brought  Mr.  Mackay  into  re- 
lation with  James  Gordon  Bennett,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  "  New  York  Herald."  The 
result  of  their  intercourse  was  that  Mr.  Mac- 
kay so  far  entered  into  the  enthusiasm  of 
Mr.  Bennett  over  an  independent  cable, 
that  he  offered  to  assist  the  enterprise  with 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  was  the 
inception  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Com- 
pany, or  of  what  has  been  known  for  years 
as   the    Mackav-Bennett  cable. 


ELISHA  GRAY,  the  great  inventor  and 
electrician,  was  born  August  2,  1835. 
at  Barnesville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio..  He 
was,  as  a  child,  greatly  interested  in  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  and  read  with  avidity 
all  the  books  he  could  obtain,  relating  to 
this  subject.  He  was  apprenticed  to  various 
trades  during  his  boyhood,  but  his  insatiable 
thirst  for  knowledge  dominated  his  life  and 
he  found  time  to  study  at  odd  intervals. 
Supporting  himself  by  working  at  his  trade, 
he  found  time  to  pursue  a  course  at  Oberlin 
College,  where  he  particularly  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  physicial  science.  Mr. 
Gray  secured  his  first  patent  for  electrical 
or  telegraph  apparatus  on  October  i,  1867. 
His  attention  was  first  attracted  to  tele- 
phonic transmission  during  this  year  and  he 
saw  in  it  a  way  of  transmitting  signals  for 
telegraph  purposes,  and  conceived  the  idea 
of  electro-tones,  tuned  to  different  tones  in 
the  scale.  He  did  not  then  realize  the  im- 
portance of  his  invention,  his  thoughts  being 
employed  on  the  capacity  of  the  apparatus 
for  transmitting   musical    tones   through   an 


electric  circuit,  and  it  was  not  until  1874 
that  he  was  again  called  to  consider  the  re- 
production of  electrically-transmitted  vibra- 
tions through  the  medium  of  animal  tissue. 
He  continued  experimenting  with  various 
results,  which  finally  culminated  in  his 
taking  out  a  patent  for  his  speaking  tele- 
phone on  February  14,  1876.  He  took  out 
fifty  additional  patents  in  the  course  of 
eleven  years,  among  which  were,  telegraph 
switch,  telegraph  repeater,  telegraph  annun- 
ciator and  typewriting  telegraph.  From 
1869  until  1873  he  was  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  telegraph  apparatus  in  Cleve- 
land and  Chicago,  and  filled  the  office  of 
electrician  to  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany. He  was  awarded  the  degree  of  D. 
S. ,  and  in  1874  he  went  abroad  to  perfect 
himself  in  acoustics.  Mr.  Gray's  latest  in- 
vention was  known  as  the  telautograph  or 
long  distance  writing  machine.  Mr.  Gray 
wrote  and  published  several  works  on  scien- 
tific subjects,  among  which  were:  "Tele- 
graphy and  Telephony,"  and  "  Experi- 
mental Research  in  Electro-Harmonic  Tele- 
graphy and  Telephony." 


^X  miTEL.AW  REID.— Among  the  many 
V  V  men  who  have  adorned  the  field  of 
journalism  in  the  United  States,  few  stand 
out  with  more  prominence  than  the  scholar, 
author  and  editor  whose  name  heads  this  ar- 
ticle. Born  at  Xenia,  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
October  27,  1837,  he  graduated  at  Miami 
University  in  1856.  For  about  a  year  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  graded  schools  of 
South  Charleston,  Ohio,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased the  "Xenia  News,"  which  he  edited 
for  about  two  years.  This  paper  was  the 
first  one  outside  of  Illinois  to  advocate  the 
nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mr.  Reid 
having  been  a  Republican  since  the  birth  of 
that  party  in  1856.      After  taking  an  active 
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part  in  the  campaign,  in  the  winter  of  1860- 
61,  he  went  to  the  state  capital  as  corres- 
pondent of  three  daily  papers.  At  the  close 
of  the  session  of  the  legislature  he  became 
city  editor  of  the  "Cincinnati  Gazette," 
and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  went  to 
the  front  as  a  correspondent  for  that  journal. 
For  a  time  he  served  on  the  staff  of  General 
Morris  in  West  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  Shortly  after  he  was  on  the  staff 
of  General  Rosecrans,  and,  under  the  name 
of  "Agate,"  wrote  most  graphic  descrip- 
tions of  the  movements  in  the  field,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  battle  ol  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing. In  the  spring  of  1862  Mr.  Reid  went 
to  Washington  and  was  appointed  librarian 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  acted  as 
correspondent  of  the  "  Cincinnati  Gazette." 
His  description  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
written  on  the  field,  gained  him  added 
reputation.  In  1865  he  accompanied  Chief 
Justice  Chase  on  a  southern  tour,  and  pub- 
lished "After  the  War;  a  Southern  Tour." 
During  the  ne.xt  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  cotton  planting  in  Louisiana  and  Ala- 
bama, and  published  "Ohio  in  the  War. " 
In  1868  he  returned  to  the  "  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette," becoming  one  of  its  leading  editors. 
The  same  year  he  accepted  the  invitation  of 
Horace  Greeley  and  became  one  of  the  staff 
on  the  "  New  York  Tribune."  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Greeley  in  1872,  Mr.  Reid  be- 
came editor  and  chief  proprietor  of  that 
paper.  In  1878  he  was  tendered  the  United 
States  mission  to  Berlin,  but  declined.  The 
offer  was  again  made  by  the  Garfield  ad- 
ministration, but  again  he  declined.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  by  the  New  York  legis- 
lature regent  of  the  university,  to  succeed 
General  John  A.  Dix.  Under  the  Harrison 
administration  he  served  as  United  States 
minister  to  France,  and  in  1892  was  the 
Republican  nominee  for  the  vice-presidency 


of  the  United  States.  Among  other  works 
published  by  him  were  the  "  Schools  of 
Journalism,"  "The  Scholar  in  Politics," 
"Some  Newspaper  Tendencies,"  and 
' '  Town-Hall  Suggestions. " 


GEORGE  WHITEFIELD  was  one  of 
the  most  powerful  and  effective  preach- 
ers the  world  has  ever  produced,  swaying 
his  hearers  and  touching  the  hearts  of  im- 
mense audiences  in  a  manner  that  has  rarely 
been  equalled  and  never  surpassed.  While 
not  a  native  of  America,  yet  much  of  his 
labor  was  spent  in  this  country.  He  wielded 
a  great  influence  in  the  United  States  in 
early  days,  and  his  death  occurred  here;  so 
that  he  well  deserves  a  place  in  this  volume 
as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  men  America 
has  known. 

George  Whitefield  was  born  in  the  Bull 
Inn,  at  Gloucester,  England,  December  16, 
1 7 14.  He  acquired  the  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing in  St.  Mary's  grammar  school.  Later 
he  attended  O.xford  University  for  a  time, 
where  he  became  intimate  with  the  Oxford 
Methodists,  and  resolved  to  devote  himself 
to  the  ministry.  He  was  ordained  in  the 
Gloucester  Cathedral  June  20,  1836,  and 
the  following  day  preached  his  first  sermon 
in  the  same  church.  On  that  day  there 
commenced  a  new  era  in  Whitefield's  life. 
He  went  to  London  and  began  to  preach  at 
Bishopsgate  church,  his  fame  soon  spread- 
ing over  the  city,  and  shortly  he  was  en- 
gaged four  times  on  a  single  Sunday  in  ad- 
dressing audiences  of  enormous  magnitude, 
and  he  preached  in  various  parts  of  his  native 
country,  the  people  crowding  in  multitudes 
to  hear  him  and  hanging  upon  the  rails  and 
rafters  of  the  churches  and  approaches  there- 
to. He  finally  sailed  for  America,  landing 
in  Georgia,  where  he  stirred  the  people  to 
great  enthusiasm.     During  the  balance  of 
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his  life  he  divided  his  time  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  thirteen  times.  He 
came  to  America  for  the  seventh  time  in 
1770.  He  preached  every  day  at  Boston 
from  the  17th  to  the  20th  of  September, 
1770,  then  traveled  to  Nevvburyport,  preach- 
ing at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  September 
29,  on  the  way.  That  evening  he  went  to 
Nevvburyport,  where  he  died  the  next  day, 
Sunday,  September  30,   1770. 

"  Whitefield's  dramatic  power  was  amaz- 
ing,"  says  an  eminent  writer  in  describing 
him.  "  His  voice  was  marvelously  varied, 
and  he  ever  had  it  at  command — an  organ, 
a  flute,  a  harp,  all  in  one.  His  intellectual 
powers  were  not  of  a  high  order,  but  he  had 
an  abundance  of  that  ready  talent  and  that 
wonderful  magnetism  which  makes  the  pop- 
ular preacher;  and  beyond  all  natural  en- 
dowments, there  was  in  his  ministry  the 
power  of  evangelical  truth,  and,  as  his  con- 
verts believed,  the  presence  of  the  spirit  of 
God."  

CHARLES  FRANCIS  BRUSH,  one  of 
America's  prominent  men  in  the  devel- 
opment of  electrical  science,  was  born  March 
17,  1849,  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm.  From 
the  district  school  at  Wickliffe,  Ohio,  he 
passed  to  the  Shaw  Academy  at  CoUamer, 
and  then  entered  the  high  school  at  Cleve- 
land. His  interest  in  chemistry,  physics 
and  engineering  was  already  marked,  and 
during  his  senior  year  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  chemical  and  physical  appar- 
atus. During  these  years  he  devised  a  plan 
for  lighting  street  lamps,  constructed  tele- 
scopes, and  his  first  electric  arc  lamp,  also 
an  electric  motor.  In  September,  1867,  he 
entered  the   engineering  department  of   the 

University    of    Michigan    and  graduated  in 
9 


1869,  which  was  a  year  in  advance  of  his 
class,  with  the  degree  of  M.  E.  He  then 
returned  to  Cleveland,  and  for  three  years 
was  engaged  as  an  analytical  chemist  and 
for  four  years  in  the  iron  business.  In 
1875  Mr.  Brush  became  interested  in  elec- 
tric lighting,  and  in  1876,  after  four  months' 
experimenting,  he  completed  the  dynamo- 
electric  machine  that  has  made  his  name 
famous,  and  in  a  shorter  time  produced  the 
series  arc  lamps.  These  were  both  patent- 
ed in  the  United  States  in  1876,  and  he 
afterward  obtained  fifty  patents  on  his  later 
inventions,  including  the  fundamental  stor- 
age battery,  the  compound  series,  shunt- 
winding  for  dynamo-electric  machines,  and 
the  automatic  cut-out  for  arc  lamps.  His 
patents,  two-thirds  of  which  have  already 
been  profitable,  are  held  by  the  Brush 
Electric  Company,  of  Cleveland,  while  his 
foreign  patents  are  controlled  by  the  Anglo- 
American  Brush  Electric  Light  Company, 
of  London.  In  1880  the  Western  Reserve 
University  conferred  upon  Mr.  Brush  the 
degree  of  Ph.  D.,  and  in  1881  the  French 
government  decorated  him  as  a  chevalier  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor. 


HENRY  CLEWS,  of  Wall-street  fame, 
was  one  of  the  noted  old-time  opera- 
tors on  that  famous  street,  and  was  also  an 
author  of  some  repute.  Mr.  Clews  was 
born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  August  14, 
1840.  His  father  had  him  educated  with 
the  intention  of  preparing  him  for  the  minis- 
try, but  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States  the 
young  man  became  interested  in  a  business 
life,  and  was  allowed  to  engage  as  a  clerk  in 
the  importing  house  of  Wilson  G.  Hunt  & 
Co.,  of  New  York.  Here  he  learned  the 
first  principles  of  business,  and  when  the  war 
broke  out  in  1861  young  Clews  saw  in  the 
needs  of  the   government  an  opportunity  to 
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reap  a  golden  harvest.  He  identified  him- 
self with  the  negotiating  of  loans  for  the 
government,  and  used  his  powers  of  pur- 
suasion  upon  the  great  money  powers  to 
convince  them  of  the  stability  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  value  of  its  securities.  By 
enthusiasm  and  patriotic  arguments  he  in- 
duced capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in 
government  securities,  often  against  their 
judgment,  and  his  success  was  remarkable. 
His  was  one  of  the  leading  firms  that  aided 
the  struggling  treasury  department  in  that 
critical  hour,  and  his  reward  was  great.  In 
addition  to  the  vast  wealth  it  brought, 
President  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Chase 
both  wrote  important  letters,  acknowledging 
his  valued  service.  In  1873,  by  the  repu- 
diation of  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Clews  lost  six  million 
dollars  which  he  had  invested  in  those  se- 
curities. It  is  said  that  he  is  the  only  man, 
with  one  exception,  in  Wall  street,  who 
ever  regained  great  wealth  after  utter  dis- 
aster. His  "  Twenty-Eight  Years  in  Wall 
Street  "  has  been  widely  read. 


ALFRED  VAIL  was  one  of  the  men  that 
gave  to  the  world  the  electric  telegraph 
and  the  names  of  Henry,  Morse  and  Vail 
will  forever  remain  linked  as  the  prime  fac- 
tors in  that  great  achievement.  Mr.  Vail 
was  born  September  25,  1807,  at  Morris- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  was  a  son  of  Stephen 
Vail,  the  proprietor  of  the  Speedwell  Iron 
Works,  near  Morristown.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  after  he  had  completed  his  stud- 
ies at  the  Morristown  Academy,  Alfred  Vail 
went  into  the  Speedwell  Iron  Works  and 
contented  himself  with  the  duties  of  his 
position  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
then  determined  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
ministry,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
entered  the  University  of  the   City  of   New 


York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1836.  His 
health  becoming  impaired  he  labored  for  a 
time  under  much  uncertainty  as  to  his  future 
course.  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse  had  come 
to  the  university  in  1835  ^s  professor  of  lit- 
erature and  fine  arts,  and  about  this  time, 

1837,  Professor  Gale,  occupying  the  chair 
of  chemistry,  invited  Morse  to  exhibit  his 
apparatus  for  the  benefit  of  the  students. 
On  Saturday,  September  2,  1837,  the  exhi- 
bition took  place  and  Vail  was  asked  to  at- 
tend, and  with  his  inherited  taste  for  me- 
chanics and  knowledge  of  their  construction, 
he  saw  a  great  future  for  the  crude  mechan- 
ism used  by  Morse  in  giving  and  recording 
signals.  Mr.  Vail  interested  his  father  in 
the  invention,  and  Morse  was  invited  to 
Speedwell  and  the  elder  Vail  promised  to 
help  him.  It  was  stipulated  that  Alfred 
Vail  should  construct  the  required  apparatus 
and  exhibit  before  a  committee  of  congress 
the  telegraph  instrument,  and  was  to  receive  ' 
a  quarter  interest  in  the  invention.  Morse 
had  devised  a  series  of  ten  numbered  leaden 
types,  which  were  to  be  operated  in  giving 
the  signal.  This  was  not  satisfactory  to 
Vail,  so  he  devised  an  entirely  new  instru- 
ment, involving  a  lever,  or  "point,"  on  a 
radically  different  principle,  which,  when 
tested,  produced  dots  and  dashes,  and  de- 
vised the  famous  dot-and-dash  alphabet, 
misnamed  the  "Morse."  At  last  the  ma- 
chine was  in  working  order,  on  January  6, 

1838.  The  machine  was  taken  to  Wash- 
ington, where  it  caused  not  only  wonder, 
but  excitement.  Vail  continued  his  experi- 
ments and  devised  the  lever  and  roller. 
When  the  line  between  Baltimore  and 
Washington  was  completed.  Vail  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  Baltimore  end  and  received 
the  famous  first  message.  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble fact  that  not  a  single  feature  of  the 
original  invention  of   Morse,  as  formulated 
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by  his  caveat  and  repeated  in  his  original 
patent,  is  to  be  found  in  Vaii's  apparatus. 
From  1837  to  1844  it  was  a  combination  of 
the  inventions  of  Morse,  Henry  and  Vail, 
but  the  work  of  Morse  fell  gradually  into 
desuetude,  while  Vaii's  conception  of  an 
alphabet  has  remained  unchanged  for  half  a 
century.  Mr.  Vail  published  but  one  work, 
"American  Electro-Magnetic  Telegraph," 
in  1845,  3.nd  died  at  Morristown  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  fifty-one,  on  January 
19-  1859-  

ULYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the  eighteenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  April  27,  1822,  at  Point  Pleasant,  Cler- 
mont county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  June,  1843,  and  was  given  his 
brevet  as  second  lieutenant  and  assigned  to 
the  Fourth  Infantry.  He  remained  in  the 
service  eleven  years,  in  which  time  he 
was  engaged  in  the  Mexican  war  with  gal- 
lantry, and  was  thrice  brevetted  for  conduct 
in  the  field.  In  1848  he  married  Miss  Julia 
Dent,  and  in  1854,  having  reached  the 
grade  of  captain,  he  resigned  and  engaged 
in  farming  near  St.  Louis.  In  i860  he  en- 
tered the  leather  business  with  his  father  at 
Galena,  Illinois. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1861, 
he  commenced  to  drill  a  company  at  Ga- 
lena, and  at  the  same  time  offered  his  serv- 
ices to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army, 
but  he  had  few  influential  friends,  so  re- 
ceived no  answer.  He  was  employed  by 
the  governor  of  Illinois  in  the  organization 
of  the  various  volunteer  regiments,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  few  weeks  was  given  the 
colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  from 
that  state.  His  military  training  and  knowl- 
edge soon  attracted  the  attention  of  his  su- 


perior officers,  and  on  reporting  to  General 
Pope  in  Missouri,  the  latter  put  him  in 
the  way  of  advancement.  August  7,  1861, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers,  and  for  a  few  weeks 
was  occupied  in  watching  the  movements  of 
partisan  forces  in  Missouri.  September  i, 
the  same  year,  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  Southeast  Missouri, 
with  headquarters  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  month,  without  orders,  seized  Padu- 
cah,  which  commanded  the  channel  of  the 
Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers,  by  which  he  se- 
cured Kentucky  for  the  Union.  He  now 
received  orders  to  make  a  demonstration  on 
Belmont,  which  he  did,  and  with  about  three 
thousand  raw  recruits  held  his  own  against 
the  Confederates  some  seven  thousand 
strong,  bringing  back  about  two  hundred 
prisoners  and  two  guns.  In  February,]  1 862, 
he  moved  up  the  Tennessee  river  with 
the  naval  fleet  under  Commodore  Foote. 
The  latter  soon  silenced  Fort  Henry,  and 
Grant  advanced  against  Fort  Donelson  and 
took  their  fortress  and  its  garrison.  His 
prize  here  consisted  of  sixty-five  cannon, 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  and  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-three  prisoners.  This  was  the 
first  important  success  won  by  the  Union 
forces.  Grant  was  immediately  made  a 
major-general  and  placed  in  command  of 
the  district  of  West  Tennessee.  In  April, 
1862,  he  fought  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, and  after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  by 
the  enemy  Grant  became  commander  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee.  He  now 
made  his  first  demonstration  toward  Vicks- 
burg,  but  owing  to  the  incapacity  of  subor- 
dinate officers,  was  unsuccessful.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  he  took  command  of  all  the 
troops  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  devoted 
several  months  to   the   siege   of  Vicksburg^ 
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which  was  finally  taken  possession  of  by  him 
July  4,  with  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred 
prisoners  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
cannon,  thus  throwing  the  Mississippi  river 
open  to  the  Federals.  He  was  now  raised 
to  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  regular 
army.  October  following,  at  the  head  of 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi,  General 
Grant  went  to  Chattanooga,  where  he  over- 
threw the  enemy,  and  united  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  The  remarkable  suc- 
cesses achieved  by  him  pointed  Grant  out 
for  an  appropriate  commander  of  all  na- 
tional troops,  and  in  February,  1864,  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  was  made  for  him 
by  act  of  congress.  Sending  Sherman  into 
Georgia,  Sigel  into  the  Valley  of  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Butler  to  attempt  the  capture  of 
Richmond  he  fought  his  way  through  the 
Wilderness  to  the  James  and  pressed  the 
siege  of  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy. 
After  the  fall  of  the  latter  Grant  pressed 
the  Confederate  army  so  hard  that  their 
commander  surrendered  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9,  1865.  This  virtually 
ended  the  war. 

After  the  war  the  rank  of  general  was 
conferred  upon  U.  S.  Grant,  and  in  1868  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  re-elected  his  own  successor  in  1872. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  latter  term  he 
made  his  famous  tour  of  the  world.  He  died 
at  Mt.  McGregor,  near  Saratoga,  New  York, 
July  23,  1885,  and  was  buried  at  Riverside 
Park,  New  York,  where  a  magnificent  tomb 
has  been  erected  to  hold  the  ashes  of  the 
nation's  hero. 


JOHN  MARSHALL,  the  fourth  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
was  born  in  Germantown,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1755.  His  father.  Colonel  Thomas 
Marshall,  served  with  distinction  in  the  Rev- 


olutionary war,  while  he  also  served  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  until  1779,  where 
he  became  noted  in  the  field  and  courts 
martial.  While  on  detached  service  he  at- 
tended a  course  of  law  lectures  at  William 
and  Mary  College,  delivered  by  Mr.  Wythe, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  next  year 
he  resigned  his  commission  and  began  his 
career  as  a  lawyer.  He  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  convention  called  in  Virginia 
to  ratify  the  Federal  constitution.  He  was 
tendered  the  attorney-generalship  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  a  place  on  the  su- 
preme bench,  besides  other  places  of  less 
honor,  all  of  which  he  declined.  He 
went  to  France  as  special  envoy  in  1798, 
and  the  next  year  was  elected  to  congress. 
He  served  one  year  and  was  appointed,  first, 
secretary  of  war,  and  then  secretary  of  state, 
and  in  1801  was  made  chief  justice  of  the 
United  States.  He  held  this  high  office  un- 
til his  death,  in  1835. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall's  early  education 
was  neglected,  and  his  opinions,  the  most 
valuable  in  existence,  are  noted  for  depth 
of  wisdom,  clear  and  comprehensive  reason- 
ing, justice,  and  permanency,  rather  than  for 
wide  learning  and  scholarly  construction. 
His  decisions  and  rulings  are  resorted  to 
constantly  by  our  greatest  lawyers,  and  his 
renown  as  a  just  judge  and  profound  jurist 
was  world  wide. 


LAWRENCE  BARRETT  is  perhaps 
known  more  widely  as  a  producer  of 
new  plays  than  as  a  great  actor.  He  was 
born  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  in  1838,  and 
educated  himself  as  best  he  could,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  became  salesman 
for  a  Detroit  dry  goods  house.  He  after- 
wards began  to  go  upon  the  stage  as  a 
aupernumerary,  and  his  ambition  was  soon 
rewarded  by  the  notice  of  the  management. 
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During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  a 
soldier,  and  after  valiant  service  for  his 
country  he  returned  to  the  stage.  He  went 
to  Europe  and  appeared  in  Liverpool,  and 
returning  in  1S69,  he  began  playing  at 
Booth's  theater,  with  Mr.  Booth.  He  was 
afterward  associated  with  John  McCullough 
in  the  management  of  the  California 
theater.  Probably  the  most  noted  period 
of  his  work  was  during  his  connection  with 
Edwin  Booth  as  manager  of  that  great 
actor,  and  supporting  him  upon  the  stage. 
Mr.  Barrett  was  possessed  of  the  crea- 
tive instinct,  and,  unlike  Mr.  Booth,  he 
sought  new  fields  for  the  display  of  his 
genius,  and  only  resorted  to  traditional 
drama  in  response  to  popular  demand.  He 
preferred  new  plays,  and  believed  in  the 
encouragement  of  modern  dramatic  writers, 
and  was  the  only  actor  of  prominence  in  his 
time  that  ventured  to  put  upon  the  stage 
new  American  plays,  which  he  did  at  his 
own  expense,  and  the  success  of  his  experi- 
ments proved  the  quality  of  his  judgment. 
He  died  March  21,  iSgt. 


ARCHBISHOP  JOHN  HUGHES,  a  cel- 
ebrated Catholic  clergyman,  was  born 
at  Annaboghan,  Tyrone  county,  Ireland, 
June  24,  1797,  and  emigrated  to  America 
when  twenty  years  of  age,  engaging  for 
some  time  as  a  gardener  and  nurseryman. 
In  1 8 19  he  entered  St.  Mary's  College, 
where  he  secured  an  education,  paying  his 
way  by  caring  for  the  college  garden.  In 
1825  he  was  ordained  a  deacon  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church,  and  in  the  same  year, 
a  priest.  Until  1838  he  had  pastoral  charges 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  founded  St.  John's 
Asylum  in  1829,  and  a  few  years  later  es- 
tablished the  "Catholic  Herald."  In  1838 
he  was  made  bishop  of  Basileopolis  in  parti- 
bus    and    coadjutor   to    Bishop  Dubois,   of 


New  York,  and  in  1842  became  bishop  of 
New  York.  In  1839  he  founded  St.  John's 
College,  at  Fordham.  In  1850  he  was 
made  archbishop  of  New  York.  In  186 1-2 
he  was  a  special  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe,  after  which  he  returned  to  this 
country  and  remained  until  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1864.  Archbishop  Hughes  early 
attracted  much  attention  by  his  controver- 
sial correspondence  with  Rev.  John  Breck- 
inridge in  1833-35.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
ability,  a  fluent  and  forceful  writer  and  an 
able  preacher. 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 
was  the  nineteenth  president  of  the 
United  States  and  served  from  1877  to  1881, 
He  was  born  October  4,  1822,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  his  ancestry  can  be  traced  back 
as  far  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and  Rutherford 
were  two  Scottish  chieftans  fighting  side  by 
side  with  Baliol,  William  Wallace  and 
Robert  Bruce.  The  Hayes  family  had  for 
a  coat  of  arms,  a  shield,  barred  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  flying  eagle.  There  was  a 
circle  of  stars  about  the  eagle,  while  on  a 
scroll  underneath  was  their  motto,  '  'Recte. " 
Misfortune  overtook  the  family  and  in  1680 
George  Hayes,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ameri- 
can family,  came  to  Connecticut  and  settled 
at  Windsor.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  was 
a  very  delicate  child  at  his  birth  and  was 
not  expected  to  live,  but  he  lived  in  spite  of 
all  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
seven  years  old,  when  he  was  placed  in 
school.  He  was  a  very  tractable  pupil,  being 
always  very  studious,  and  in  1838  entered 
Kenyon  College,  graduating  from  the  same 
in  1842.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow  at  Colum- 
bus, but  in  a  short  time  he  decided  to  enter 
a  law  school  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
where  for  two  years  he  was  immersed  in  the 
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study  of  law.  Mr.  Hayes  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1845  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  very 
soon  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of 
Fremont,  Ohio.  He  remained  there  three 
years,  and  in  1849  removed  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  his  ambition  found  a  new 
stimulus.  Two  events  occurred  at  this 
period  that  had  a  powerful  influence  on  his 
afterlife.  One  was  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  and  the  other  was  his 
introduction  to  a  Cincinnati  literary  club, 
a  body  embracing  such  men  as  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  John  Pope,  and  Edward  F.  Noyes. 
In  1856  he  was  nominated  for  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  but  declined,  and 
two  years  later  he  was  appointed  city 
solicitor.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
Mr.  Hayes  was  appointed  major  of  the 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  June  7,  1861, 
and  in  July  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Virginia,  and  October  15,  1861,  saw  him 
promoted  to  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  his 
regiment.  He  was  made  colonel  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  but  refused  to 
leave  his  old  comrades;  and  in  the  battle  of 
South  Mountain  he  was  wounded  very 
severely  and  was  unable  to  rejoin  his  regi- 
ment until  November  30,  1862.  He  had 
been  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  the 
regiment  on  October  15,  1862.  In  the 
following  December  he  was  appointed  to 
command  the  Kanawa  division  and  was 
given  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  for 
meritorious  services  in  several  battles,  and 
in  1864  he  was  brevetted  major-general  for 
distinguished  services  in  1864,  during 
which  campaign  he  was  wounded  several 
times  and  five  horses  had  been  shot  under 
him.  Mr.  Hayes'  first  venture  in  politics 
was  as  a  Whig,  and  later  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  unite  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  from  the  Second  Ohio 


district  to  congress,  re-elected  in  1866, 
and  in  1867  was  elected  governor  of  Ohio 
over  Allen  G.  Thurman,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1869.  Mr.  Hayes  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  in  1876,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  at  its  close  retired  to  private  life, 
and  went  to  his  home  in  Fremont,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  on  January  17,  1S93. 


WILLIAM  JENNINGS  BRYAN  became 
a  celebrated  character  as  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  and  Populist  parties  for 
president  of  the  United  States  in  1896.  He 
was  born  March  19,  i860,  at  Salem,  Illi- 
nois. He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
later  on  he  attended  the  Whipple  Academy 
at  Jacksonville.  He  also  took  a  course  in 
Illinois  College,  and  after  his  graduation 
from  the  same  went  to  Chicago  to  study 
law,  and  entered  the  Union  College  of  Law 
a=  a  student.  He  was  associated  with  the 
late  Lyman  Trumbull,  of  Chicago,  during 
his  law  studies,  and  devoted  considerable 
time  to  the  questions  of  government.  He 
graduated  from  the  college,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  went  to  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Baird.  In  1887  Mr.  Bryan  removed 
to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Adolphus  R.  Talbot.  He 
entered  the  field  of  politics,  and  in  1888 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
vention, which  was  to  choose  delegates  to 
the  national  convention,  during  which  he 
made  a  speech  which  immediately  won  him 
a  high  rank  in  political  affairs.  He  declined, 
in  the  ne.\t  state  convention,  a  nomination 
for  lieutenant-governor,  and  in  1890  he  was 
elected  congressman  from  the  First  district 
of  Nebraska,  and  was  the  youngest  member 
of  the  fifty-second  congress.  He  cham- 
pioned the  Wilson  tariff  bill,   and  served 
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three  terms  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
He  next  ran  for  senator,  but  was  defeated 
by  John  M.  Thurston,  and  in  1896  he  was 
selected  by  the  Democratic  and  Populist 
parties  as  their  nominee  for  the  presidency, 
being  defeated  by  William  McKinley. 


M 


ARVIN   HUGHITT,  one  of  America's 


Genoa,  New  York,  and  entered  the  railway 
service  in  1856  as  superintendent  of  tele- 
graph and  trainmaster  of  the  St.  Louis,  Al- 
ton &  Chicago,  now  Chicago  &  Alton  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Hughitt  was  superintendent  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  from  1862  until  1864,  and  was, later 
on,  the  general  superintendent  of  the  road 
until  1S70.  He  was  then  connected  with 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road as  assistant  general  manager,  and  re- 
tained this  position  until  1871,  when  he  be- 
came the  general  manager  of  Pullman's 
Palace  Car  Company.  In  1872  he  was  made 
general  superintendent  of  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad.  He  served  during 
1876  and  up  to  1880  as  general  manager, 
and  from  1880  until  1887  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager.  He  was  elected 
president  of  the  road  in  1887,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  ability  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  road.  He  was  also  chosen 
president  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Omaha  Railway;  the  Fremont,  Elk- 
horn  &  Missouri  Valley  Railroad,  and  the 
Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  &  Western  Railroad, 
and  his  services  in  these  capacities  stamped 
him  as  one  of  the  most  able  railroad  mana- 
gers of  his  day. 

JOSEPH  MEDILL,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  of  American  journalists,  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  April  6, 
1823.     In  1831  his  father   moved   to  Stark 


county,  Ohio,  and  until  1841  Joseph  Medill 
worked  on  his  father's  farm.  Later  he 
studied  law,  and  began  the  practice  of  that 
profession  in  1846  at  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio.  But  the  newspaper  field  was  more 
attractive  to  Mr.  Medill,  and  three  years 
later  he  founded  a  free-soil  Whig  paper  at 
Coshocton,  Ohio,  and  after  that  time  jour- 
nalism received  all  his  abilities.  "The 
Leader,"  another  free-soil  Whig  paper,  was 
founded  by  Mr.  Medill  at  Cleveland  in  1852. 
In  that  city  he  also  became  one  of  the  first 
organizers  of  the  Republican  party.  Shortly 
after  that  event  he  removed  to  Chicago  and 
in  1855,  with  two  partners,  he  purchased 
the  "  Chicago  Tribune."  In  the  contest  for 
the  nomination  for  the  presidency  in  i860, 
Mr.  Medill  worked  with  unflagging  zeal  for 
Mr.  Lincoln,  his  warm  personal  friend,  and 
was  one  of  the  president's  stanchest  sup- 
porters during  the  war.  Mr.  Medill  was  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Constitutional  con- 
vention in  1S70.  President  Grant,  in  1871, 
appointed  the  editor  a  member  of  the  first 
United  States  civil  service  commission,  and 
the  following  year,  after  the  fire,  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Chicago  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. During  1873  and  1874  Mr.  Medill 
spent  a  year  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return 
he  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
"  Chicago  Tribune." 


CLAUSSPRECKELS,  the  great  "sugar 
baron,"  and  one  of  the  most  famous 
representatives  of  commercial  life  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1840, 
locating  in  New  York.  He  very  soon  be- 
came the  proprietor  of  a  small  retail  gro- 
cery store  on  Church  street,  and  embarked 
on  a  career  that  has  since  astonished  the 
world.  He  sold  out  his  business  and  went 
to  California  with  the  argonauts  of  1849, 


160 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGIiAPIir. 


not  as  a  prospector,  but  as  a  trader,  and  for 
years  after  his  arrival  on  the  coast  he  was 
still  engaged  as  a  grocer.  At  length,  after  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  fairly  prosperous 
business  life,  he  found  himself  in  a  position 
where  an  ordinary  man  would  have  retired, 
but  Mr.  Spreckles  did  not  retire;  he  had 
merely  been  gathering  capital  for  the  real 
work  of  his  life.  His  brothers  had  followed 
him  to  California,  and  in  combination  with 
them  he  purchased  for  forty  thousand  dollars 
an  interest  in  the  Albany  Brewery  in  San 
Francisco.  But  the  field  was  not  extensive 
enough  for  the  development  of  his  business 
abilities,  so  Mr.  Sprecklas  branched  out 
extensively  in  the  sugar  business.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  entire  output  of 
sugar  that  was  produced  on  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  after  1885  was  known  as 
the  "Sugar  King  of  Sandwich  Islands." 
He  controlled  absolutely  the  sugar  trade  of 
the  Pacific  coast  which  was  known  to  be 
not  less  than  ten  million  dollars  a  year. 


CHARLES  HENRY  PARKHURST, 
famous  as  a  clergyman,  and  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Crime,  was  born  April  17, 
1842,  at  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  of 
English  descent.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  was  pupil  in  the  grammar  school  at 
Clinton,  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  ensu- 
ing two  years  was  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods 
store,  which  position  he  gave  up  to  prepare 
himself  for  college  at  Lancaster  academy. 
Mr.  Parkhurst  went  to  Amherst  in  1862, 
and  after  taking  a  thorough  course  he  gradu- 
ated in  1866,  and  in  1867  became  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Amherst  High  School.  He  re- 
tained this  position  until  1870,  when  he 
visited  Germany  with  the  intention  of  tak- 
ing a  course  in  philosophy  and  theology, 
but  was  forced  to  abandon  this  intention  on 


account  of  illness  in  the  family  causing  his 
early  return  from  Europe.  He  accepted  the 
chair  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  Williston  Semi- 
nary, Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  and  re- 
mained there  two  years.  He  then  accom- 
panied his  wife  to  Europe,  and  devoted  two 
years  to  study  in  Halle,  Leipsic  and  Bonn. 
Upon  his  return  home  he  spent  considerable 
time  in  the  study  of  Sanscrit,  and  in  1874 
he  became  the  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church  at  Lenox,  Massachusetts.  He 
gained  here  his  reputation  as  a  pulpit  ora- 
tor, and  on  March  9,  1880,  he  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Madison  Square  Presbyterian 
church  of  New  York.  He  was,  in  1890, 
made  a  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime,  and  the  same  year  be- 
came its  president.  He  delivered  a  sermon 
in  1892  on  municipal  corruption,  for  which 
he  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury,  which 
body  declared  his  charges  to  be  without  suffi- 
cient foundation.  But  the  matter  did  not  end 
here,  for  he  immediately  went  to  work  on  a 
second  sermon  in  which  he  substantiated  his 
former  sermon  and  wound  up  by  saj'ing, 
"I  know,  for  I  have  seen."  He  was  again 
summoned  before  that  august  bodj',  and  as 
a  result  of  his  testimony  and  of  the  investi- 
gation of  the  jurors  themselves,  the  police 
authorities  were  charged  with  incompetency 
and  corruption.  Dr.  Parkhurst  was  the 
author  of  the  following  works:  "The  Forms 
of  the  Latin  Verb,  Illustrated  by  Sanscrit," 
"The  Blind  Man's  Creed  and  Other  Ser- 
mons," "The  Pattern  on  the  Mount,"  and 
"  Three  Gates  on  a  Side." 


HENRY  BERGH,  although  a  writer, 
diplomatist  and  government  official, 
was  noted  as  a  philanthropist^the  founder 
of  the  American  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  On  his  labors  for 
the   dumb   creation   alone    rests  his  fame. 
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Alone,  in  the  face  of  indifference,  opposition 
and  ridicule,  he  began  the  reform  which  is 
now  recognized  as  one  of  the  beneficent 
movements  of  the  age.  Through  his  exer- 
tions as  a  speaker  and  lecturer,  but  above 
all  as  a  bold  worker,  in  the  street,  in  the 
court  room,  before  the  legislature,  the  cause 
he  adopted  gained  friends  and  rapidly  in- 
creased in  power  until  it  has  reached  im- 
mense proportions  and  influence.  The  work 
of  the  society  covers  all  cases  of  cruelty  to 
all  sorts  of  animals,  employs  every  moral 
agency,  social,  legislative  and  personal,  and 
touches  points  of  vital  concern  to  health  as 
well  as  humanity. 

Henry  Bergh  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1823,  and  was  educated  at  Colum- 
bia College.  In  1863  he  was  made  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  to  Russia  and  also 
served  as  vice-consul  there.  He  also  de- 
voted some  time  to  literary  pursuits  and  was 
the  author  of  "Love's  Alternative,"  a 
drama;  "Married  Off,"  a  poem;  ""The 
Portentous  Telegram, "  "The  Ocean  Para- 
gon;" "The  Streets  of  New  York,"  tales 
and  sketches. 


HENRY  BENJAMIN  WHIPPLE,  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  American  di- 
vines, was  born  in  Adams,  Jefferson  county. 
New  York,  February  15,  1822.  He  was 
brought  up  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
early  in  life  took  an  active  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  In  1847  he  became  a  candidate 
for  holy  orders  and  pursued  theological 
studies  with  Rev.  W.  D.  Wilson,  D.  D., 
afterward  professor  in  Cornell  University. 
He  was  ordained  deacon  in  1849,  in  Trinity 
church,  Geneva,  New  York,  by  Rt.  Rev. 
W.  H.  De  Lancey,  D.  D.,  and  took  charge 
of  Zion  church,  Rome,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber I,  1849.  In  1850,  our  subject  was  or- 
dained priest    by   Bishop  De    Lancey.      In 


1857  he  became  rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  Chicago.  On  the  30th 
of  June,  1859,  he  was  chosen  bishop  of 
Minnesota,  and  took  charge  of  the  interests 
of  the  Episcopal  church  in  that  state,  being 
located  at  Faribault.  In  i860  Bishop 
Whipple,  with  Revs.  I.  L.  Breck,  S.  W. 
Mauncey  and  E.  S.  Peake,  organized  the 
Bishop  Seabury  Mfission,  out  of  which  has 
grown  the  Cathedral  of  Our  Merciful  Savior, 
the  Seabury  Divinity  School,  Shattuck 
School  and  St.  Mary's  Hall,  which  have 
made  Faribault  City  one  of  the  greatest 
educational  centers  of  the  northwest.  Bishop 
Whipple  also  became  noted  as  the  friend 
and  defender  of  the  North  American  In- 
dians and  planted  a  number  of  successful 
missions  among  them. 


EZRA  CORNELL  was  one  of  the  greatest 
philanthropists  and  friends  of  education 
the  country  has  known.  He  was  born  at 
Westchester  Landing,  New  York,  January 
1 1,  1807.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive state  and  became  a  prominent  figure  in 
business  circles  as  a  successful  and  self-made 
man.  Soon  after  the  invention  of  the  elec- 
tric telegraph,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
that  enterprise,  and  accumulated  an  im- 
mense fortune.  In  1865,  by  a  gift  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  he  made  possible 
the  founding  of  Cornell  University,  which 
was  named  in  his  honor.  He  afterward 
made  additional  bequests  amountingto  many 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Ithaca,  New  York,  December  9, 
1874.  

IGNATIUS  DONNELLY,  widely  knowr. 
i  as  an  author  and  politician,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November  3, 
1 83 1.  He  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  and  graduated  from  the 
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Central  High  School  in  1849.  He  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Judge  B.  H.  Brewster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852.  In 
the  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Donnelly  emigrated 
to  Minnesota,  then  a  new  territory,  and,  at 
Hastings,  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
partnership  with  A.  M.  Hayes.  In  1857, 
and  again  in  185S,  he  was  defeated  for  state 
senator,  but  in  1859  he  was  elected  by  the 
Republicans  as  lieutenant-governor,  and  re- 
elected in  1 86 1.  In  1862  he  was  elected  to 
represent  the  Second  district  of  Minnesota 
in  congress.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
office  in  1864  and  in  1866.  He  was  an 
abolitionist  and  warmly  supported  President 
Lincoln's  administration,  but  was  strongly 
in  favor  of  leniency  toward  the  people  of 
the  south,  after  the  war.  In  many  ways  he 
was  identified  with  some  of  the  best  meas- 
ures brought  before  the  house  during  his 
presence  there.  In  the  spring  of  18G8,  at 
the  request  of  the  Republican  national  com- 
mittee, he  canvassed  New  Hampshire  and 
Connecticut  in  the  interests  of  that  party. 
E.  B.  Washburne  about  this  time  made  an 
attack  on  Donnelly  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
Minnesota,  which  was  replied  to  on  the  floor 
of  the  house  by  a  fierce  phillipic  that  will 
long  be  remembered.  Through  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Washburne  interests  Mr.  Don- 
nelly failed  of  a  re-election  in  1S70.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  from 
Dakota  county,  and  continuously  re-elected 
until  1878.  In  1886  he  was  elected  mem- 
ber of  the  house  for  two  j-ears.  In  later 
years  he  identified  himself  with  the  Popu- 
list party. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Donnelly  became  known  as 
an  author,  publishing  his  first  literary  work, 
"Atlantis,  the  Antediluvian  World,"  which 
passed  through  over  twenty-two  editions  in 
America,  several  in  England,  and  was  trans- 
lated into  French.     This  was   followed  by 


"  Ragnarok,  the  Age  of  Fire  and  Gravel," 
which  attained  nearly  as  much  celebrity  as 
the  first,  and  these  two,  in  the  opinion  of 
scientific  critics,  are  sufficient  to  stamp  the 
author  as  a  most  capable  and  painstaking 
student  of  the  facts  he  has  collated  in  them. 
The  work  by  which  he  gained  the  greatest 
notoriety,  however,  was  "The  Great  Cryp- 
togram, or  Francis  Bacon's  Cipher  in  the 
Shakespeare  Plays."  "Caesar's  Column," 
"  Dr.  Huguet,"  and  other  works  were  pub- 
lished subsequently. 


STEVEN  V.  WHITE,  a  speculator  of 
Wall  Street  of  national  reputation,  was 
born  in  Chatham  county,  North  Carolina, 
August  I,  1 83 1,  and  soon  afterward  re- 
moved to  Illinois.  His  home  was  a  log 
cabin,  and  until  his  eighteenth  year  he 
worked  on  the  farm.  Then  after  several 
years  of  struggle  with  poverty  he  graduated 
from  Knox  College,  and  went  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  entered  a  wholesale  boot  and  shoe 
house  as  bookkeeper.  He  then  studied  law 
and  worked  as  a  reporter  for  the  "Missouri 
Democrat."  After  his  admission  to  the  bar 
he  went  to  New  York,  in  1865,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  banking  house  of  Marvin 
&  White.  Mr.  White  enjoyed  the  reputa- 
tion of  having  engineered  the  only  corner 
in  Wall  Street  since  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt's  time.  This  was  the  famous  Lacka- 
wanna deal  in  1883,  in  which  he  made  a 
profit  of  two  million  dollars.  He  was  some- 
times called  "  Deacon"  White,  and,  though 
a  member  for  many  years  of  the  Plymouth 
church,  he  never  held  that  office.  Mr. 
White  was  one  of  the  most  noted  characters 
of  the  street,  and  has  been  called  an  orator, 
poet,  philanthropist,  linguist,  abolitionist, 
astronomer,  schoolmaster,  plowboy,  and 
trapper.  He  was  a  lawyer,  e.x-congress- 
man,  expert  accountant,  art  critic  andtheo- 
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Idgian.  He  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
"Home  for  Colored  People,"  in  Chatham 
county,  North  Carolina,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  father's  life  was  spent,  and  in 
whose  memory  the  work  was  undertaken. 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD,  the  twentieth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
November  19,  1831,  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  the  son  of  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Ballou)  Garfield.  In  1833  the  father,  an 
industrious  pioneer  farmer,  died,  and  the 
care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  Thomas, 
to  whom  James  became  deeply  indebted  for 
educational  and  other  advantages.  As  James 
grew  up  he  was  industrious  and  worked  on 
the  farm,  at  carpentering,  at  chopping  wood, 
or  anything  else  he  found  to  do,  and  in  the 
meantime  made  the  most  of  his  books. 

Until  he  was  about  sixteen,  James'  high- 
est ambition  was  to  become  a  sea  captain. 
On  attaining  that  age  he  walked  to 
Cleveland,  and,  not  being  able  to  find  work, 
he  engaged  as  a  driver  on  the  Ohio  &  Penn- 
sylvania canal,  but  quit  this  after  a  short 
time.  He  attended  the  seminary  at  Ches- 
ter for  about  three  years,  after  which  he 
entered  Hiram  Institute,  a  school  started  by 
the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850.  In  order 
to  pay  his  way  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
janitor  and  at  times  taught  school.  After 
completing  his  course  at  the  last  named  edu- 
cational institution  he  entered  Williams  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  1856.  He 
afterward  returned  to  Hiram  College  as  its 
president.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1859.  November  11,  1858, 
Mr.  Garfield  and  Lucretia  Rudolph  were 
married. 

In  1859  Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  polit- 
ical speeches,  at  Hiram  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate. 


On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1861, 
he  became  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Infantry,  and,  while  but  a  new 
soldier,  was  given  command  of  four  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  eight  companies  of 
cavalry,  with  which  he  drove  the  Confeder- 
ates under  Humphrey  Marshall  out  of  Ken- 
tucky. January  II,  1862,  he  was  commis- 
sioned brigadier-general.  He  participated 
with  General  Buell  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
and  the  operations  around  Corinth,  and  was 
then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  Fitz  John 
Porter  court-martial.  Reporting  to  General 
Rosecrans,  he  was  assigned  to  the  position 
of  chief  of  staff,  and  resigned  his  position, 
with  the  rank  of  major-general,  when  his 
immediate  superior  was  superseded.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
congress  and  remained  in  that  body,  either 
in  the  house  or  senate,  until  18S0. 

June  8,  1880,  at  the  national  Republican 
convention,  held  in  Chicago,  General  Gar- 
field was  nominated  for  the  presidency,  and 
was  elected.  He  was  inaugurated  March 
4,  1 88 1,  but,  July  2,  following,  he  was  shot 
and  fatally  wounded  by  Charles  Guiteau  for 
some  fancied  political  slight,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,  1 88 1. 


INCREASE  MATHER  was  one  of  the 
1  most  prominent  preachers,  educators  and 
authors  of  early  times  in  the  New  England 
states.  He  was  born  at  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, June  21,  1639,  and  was  given  an 
excellent  education,  graduating  at  Harvard 
in  1656,  and  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
two  years  later.  He  was  ordained  a  min- 
ister, and  preached  in  England  and  America, 
and  in  1664  became  pastor  of  the  North 
church,  in  Boston.  In  1685  he  became 
president  of  Harvard  University,  serving 
until  1701.  In  1692  he  received  the  first 
doctorate  in  divinity    conferred   in  English 
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speaking  America.  The  same  year  he  pro- 
cured in  England  a  new  charter  for  Massa- 
chusetts, which  conferred  upon  himself  the 
power  of  naming  the  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor  and  council.  He  opposed  the 
severe  punishment  of  witchcraft,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  all  public  affairs  of  his 
day.  He  was  a  prolific  writer,  and  became 
the  author  of  nearly  one  hundred  publica- 
tions, large  and  small.  His  death  occurred 
August  23,  1723,  at  Boston. 


COTTON  MATHER,  a  celebrated  minis- 
ter in  the  "Puritan  times"  of  New 
England,  was  born  at  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, February  12,  1663,  being  a  son  of 
Rev.  Increase  Mather,  and  a  grandson  of 
John  Cotton.  A  biography  of  his  father 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Cotton  Mather  received  his  early  education 
in  his  native  city,  was  trained  by  Ezekiel 
Cheever,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1678;  became  a  teacher,  and  in  1684 
was  ordained  as  associate  pastor  of  North 
church,  Boston,  with  his  father,  having  by 
persistent  effort  overcome  an  impediment  in 
his  speech.  He  labored  with  great  zeal  as 
a  pastor,  endeavoring  also,  to  establish  the 
ascendancy  of  the  church  and  ministry  in 
civil  affairs,  and  in  the  putting  down  of 
witchcraft  by  legal  sentences,  a  work  in 
which  he  took  an  active  part  and  through 
which  he  is  best  known  in  history.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  17 10,  con- 
ferred by  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and 
F.  R.  S.  in  17 1 3.  His  death  occurred  at 
Boston,  February  13,  1728.  He  was  the 
author  of  many  publications,  among  which 
were  "  Memorable  Providences  Relating  to 
Witchcraft,"  "Wonders  of  the  Invisible 
World,"  "Essays  to  Do  Good,"  "  Mag- 
nalia  Christi  Americana,"  and  "  Illustra- 
tions of  the  Sacred  Scriptures."     Some  of 


these  works  are  quaint  and  curious,  full  of 
learning,  piety  and  prejudice.  A  well- 
known  writer,  in  summing  up  the  life  and 
character  of  Cotton  Mather,  says:  ' '  Mather, 
with  all  the  faults  of  his  early  years,  was  a 
man  of  great  excellence  of  character.  He 
labored  zealously  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  for  mariners,  slaves,  criminals  and 
Indians.  His  cruelty  and  credulity  were 
the  faults  of  his  age,  while  his  philanthro- 
phy  was  far  more  rare  in  that  age  than  in 
the  present." 

WILLIAM  A.  PEFFER,  who  won  a 
national  reputation  during  the  time 
he  was  in  the  United  States  senate,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  10,  1831.  He 
drew  his  education  from  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  state  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
taught  school  in  winter,  working  on  a  farm 
in  the  summer.  In  June,  1853,  while  yet  a 
young  man,  he  removed  to  Indiana,  and 
opened  up  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph  county. 
In  1859  he  made  his  way  to  Missouri  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Morgan  county,  but  on 
account  of  the  war  and  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  country,  he  moved  to  Illinois  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  following  August.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  in 
March,  1863,  and  served  successively  as 
quartermaster,  adjutant,  post  adjutant, 
judge  advocate  of  a  military  commission, 
and  depot  quartermaster  in  the  engineer 
department  at  Nashville.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  June  26,  1865.  He  had, 
during  his  leisure  hours  while  in  the  army, 
studied  law,  and  in  August,  1865,  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  that  profession  at 
Clarksville,  Tennessee.  He  removed  to 
Kansas  in   1870   and   practiced  there  until 
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1878,  in  the  meantime  establishing  and 
conducting  two  newspapers,  the  "  Fredonia 
Journal  "  and  "  Coffeyville  Journal." 

Mr.  Peffer  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
in  1874  and  was  a  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  several  important  committees. 
He  served  as  a  presidential  elector  in  1880. 
The  year  following  he  became  editor  of  the 
"  Kansas  Farmer,"  which  he  made  a  promi- 
nent and  useful  paper.  In  1890  Mr.  Peffer 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  as 
a  member  of  the  People's  party  and  took 
his  seat  March  4,  1891.  After  six  years  of 
service  Senator  Peffer  was  succeeded  in 
March,  1897,  by  William  A.  Harris. 


ROBERT  MORRIS.— The  name  of  this 
financier,  statesman  and  patriot  is 
closely  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  a  native  of 
England,  born  January  20,  1734,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  father  when  thirteen 
years  old.  Until  1754  he  served  in  the 
counting  house  of  Charles  Willing,  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  that  gentleman's 
son,  which  continued  with  great  success  until 
1793.  In  1776  Mr.  Morris  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Continental  congress,  and,  although 
once  voting  against  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, signed  that  paper  on  its  adop- 
tion, and  was  several  times  thereafter  re- 
elected to  congress.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  the  services  of  Robert  Morris 
in  aiding  the  government  during  its  finan- 
cial difficulties  were  of  incalculable  value;  he 
freely  pledged  his  personal  credit  for  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  atone  time  to  the  amount 
of  about  one  and  ahalf  million  dollars,  with- 
out which  the  campaign  of  1781  would  have 
been  almost  impossible.  Mr.  Morris  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  finance  in  1781 
and  served  until  1784,  continuing  to  employ 
his  personal  credit  to  facilitate  the  needs  of 


his  department.  He  also  served  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  and 
from  1786  to  1795  was  United  States  sena- 
tor, declining  meanwhile  the  position  of  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  and  suggesting  the 
name  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  post.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  Mr.  Morris  was  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  China  trade,  and  later  be- 
came involved  in  land  speculations,  which 
ruined  him,  so  that  the  remaining  days  of 
this  noble  man  and  patriot  were  passed 
in  confinement  for  debt.  His  death  occurred 
at  Philadelphia,  May  8,  1806. 


WILLIAM  SHARON,  a  senator  and 
capitalist,  and  mine  owner  of  na- 
tional reputation,  was  born  at  Smithfield, 
Ohio,  January  9,  1821.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  in  his  boyhood  given  excel- 
lent educational  advantages  and  in  1842 
entered  Athens  College.  He  remained  in 
that  institution  about  two  years,  after  which 
he  studied  law  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  St.  Louis  and 
commenced  practice.  His  health  failing, 
however,  he  abandoned  his  profession  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Carrollton, 
Greene  county,  Illinois.  During  the  time 
of  the  gold  excitement  of  1849,  Mr.  Sharon 
went  to  California,  whither  so  many  went, 
and  engaged  in  business  at  Sacramento. 
The  next  year  he  removed  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  operated  in  real  estate.  Being 
largely  interested  in  its  silver  mines,  he  re- 
moved to  Nevada,  locating  at  Virginia  City, 
and  acquired  an  immense  fortune.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Bank  of 
California,  and  during  the  troubles  that 
arose  on  the  death  of  William  Ralston,  the 
president  of  that  institution,  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  bringing  its  affairs  into  a  satis- 
factory shape. 
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Mr.  Sharon  was  elected  to  represent  the 
state  of  Nevada  in  the  United  States  senate 
in  1875,  and  remained  a  member  of  that 
body  until  1881.  He  was  always  distin- 
guished for  close  application  to  business. 
Senator  Sharon  died  November  13,  1885. 


HENRY  W.  SHAW,  an  American  hu- 
morist who  became  celebrated  under 
the  non-dc-plume  of  "  Josh  Billings,"  gained 
his  fame  from  the  witticism  of  his  writing, 
and  peculiar  eccentricity  of  style  and  spell- 
ing. He  was  born  at  Lanesborough,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  18 1 8.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  lived  in  different  parts  of  the  western 
states,  following  various  lines  of  business, 
including  farming  and  auctioneering,  and  in 
the  latter  capacity  settled  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  in  1858.  In  1863  he  began 
writing  humorous  sketches  for  the  news- 
papers over  the  signature  of  "Josh  Bill- 
ings," and  became  immediately  popular 
both  as  a  writer  and  lecturer.  He  pub- 
lished a  number  of  volumes  of  comic 
sketches  and  edited  an  "  Annual  Allminax  " 
for  a  number  of  years,  which  had  a  wide  cir- 
culation. His  death  occurred  October  14, 
1885,  at  Monterey,  California. 


JOHN  M.  THURSTON,  well  known 
throughout  this  country  as  a  senator 
and  political  leader,  was  born  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vermont,  August  21,  1847,  of  an 
old  Puritan  family  which  dated  back  their 
ancestry  in  this  country  to  1636,  and  among 
whom  were  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and 
of  the  war  of  1 812-15. 

Young  Thurston  was  brought  west  by 
the  family  in  1854,  they  settling  at  I^fadison, 
Wisconsin,  and  two  years  later  at  Beaver 
Dam,  where  John  M.  received  his  schooling 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Wayland  Uni- 
versity.     His  father  enlisted  as  a  private  in 


the  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  died  while 
in  the  service,  in  the  spring  of  1863. 

Young  Thurston,  thrown  on  his  own 
resources  while  attaining  an  education,  sup- 
ported himself  by  farm  work,  driving  team 
and  at  other  manual  labor.  He  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  21,  1869, 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year  located  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  in  1872,  city 
attorney  in  1874  and  a  member  of  the  Ne- 
braska legislature  in  1874.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  national  convention 
of  1884  and  temporary  chairman  of  that  of 
1888.  Taking  quite  an  interest  in  the 
younger  members  of  his  party  he  was  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  Republican  League 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent for  two  years.  He  was  then  elected  a 
member  of  the  United  States  senate,  in 
1895,  to  represent  the  state  of  Nebraska. 

As  an  attorney  John  M.  Thurston  occu- 
pied a  very  prominent  place,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  held  the  position  of  general 
solicitor  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  sys- 
tem. 

JOHN  JAMES  AUDUBON,  a  celebrated 
American  naturalist,  was  born  in  Louis- 
iana, May  4,  1780,  and  was  the  son  of  an 
opulent  French  naval  officer  who  owned  a 
plantation  in  the  then  French  colony.  In 
his  childhood  he  became  deeply  interested 
in  the  study  of  birds  and  their  habits.  About 
1794  he  was  sent  to  Paris,  France,  where 
he  was  partially  educated,  and  studied  de- 
signing under  the  famous  painter,  Jacques 
Louis  David.  He  returned  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  about  179S,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  his  father  gave  him,  on  the  Perkiomen 
creek  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  mar- 
ried Lucy  Bakewell  in  1808,  and,  disposing 
of  his  property,  removed  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
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tucky,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. About  two  years  later  he  began  to 
make  extensive  excursions  through  the  pri- 
meval forests  of  the  southern  and  south- 
western states,  in  the  exploration  of  which 
he  passed  many  years.  He  made  colored 
drawings  of  all  the  species  of  birds  that  he 
found.  For  several  years  he  made  his  home 
with  his  wife  and  children  at  Henderson,  on 
the  Ohio  river.  It  is  said  that  about  this 
time  he  had  failed  in  business  and  Vv'as  re- 
duced to  poverty,  but  kept  the  wolf  from  the 
door  by  giving  dancing  lessons  and  in  portrait 
painting.  In  1824,  at  Philadelphia,  he  met 
Charles  Lucien  Bonaparte,  who  encouraged 
him  to  publish  a  work  on  ornithology.  Two 
years  later  he  went  to  England  and  com- 
menced the  publication  of  his  great  work, 
"The  Birds  of  America."  He  obtained  a 
large  number  of  subscribers  at  one  thousand 
dollars  a  copy.  This  work,  embracing  five 
volumes  of  letterpress  and  five  volumes  of 
beautifully  colored  plates,  was  pronounced 
by  Cuvier  "  the  most  magnificent  monument 
that  art  ever  raised  to  ornithology." 

Audubon  returned  to  America  in  1829, 
and  explored  the  forests,  lakes  and  coast 
from  Canada  to  Florida,  collecting  material 
for  another  work.  This  was  his  "  Ornitho- 
logical Biography;  or.  An  Account  of  the 
Habits  of  the  Birds  of  the  United  States, 
Etc."  He  revisited  England  in  1831,  and 
returned  in  1839,  after  which  he  resiaed  on 
the  Hudson,  near  New  York  City,  in  which 
place  he  died  January  27,  185 1.  During 
his  life  he  issued  a  cheaper  edition  of  his 
great  work,  and  was,  in  association  with 
Dr.  Bachman,  preparing  a  work  on  the 
quadrupeds  of  North  America. 


the  superior  British  squadron,  under  Com- 
modore Downie,  September  1 1,  1814.  Com- 
modore McDonough  was  born  in  Newcastle 
county,  Delaware,  December  23,  1783,  and 
when  seventeen  years  old  entered  the 
United  States  navy  as  midshipman,  serving 
in  the  expedition  to  Tripoli,  under  Decatur, 
in  1803-4.  In  1807  he  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant,  and  in  July,  1813,  was  made  a 
commander.  The  following  year,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  he  gained  the  celebrated  victory 
above  referred  to,  for  which  he  was  again 
promoted;  also  received  a  gold  medal  from 
congress,  and  from  the  state  of  Vermont  an 
estate  on  Cumberland  Head,  in  view  of  the 
scene  of  the  engagement.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  sea,  November  16,  1825,  while  he 
was  returning  from  the  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  squadron. 


COMMODORE    THOMAS    McDON- 
OUGH  gained  his  principal  fame  from 
he  celebrated  victory  which  he  gained  over 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  HALL,  one  of 
America's  most  celebrated  arctic  ex- 
plorers, was  born  in  Rochester,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1 82 1.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  located  in  Cincinnati,  where  later 
he  became  a  journalist.  For  several  years 
he  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  cal- 
orics. Becoming  interested  in  the  fate  of  the 
explorer,  Sir  John  Franklin,  he  joined  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Henry  Grinnell  and 
sailed  in  the  ship  "George  Henry,"  under 
Captain  Buddington,  which  left  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  in  i860.  He  returned  in 
1862,  and  two  years  later  published  his 
"  Arctic  Researches."  He  again  joined  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  and 
sailed  in  the  ship,  "  Monticello,"  under 
Captain  Buddington,  this  time  remaining  in 
the  arctic  region  over  four  years.  On  his 
return  he  brought  back  many  evidences  of 
having  found  trace  of  Franklin. 

In  1 87 1  the  "  Polaris  "  was  fitted  out  by 
the  United  States  government,  and  Captain 
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Hall  again  sailed  for  the  polar  regions.  He 
died  in  Greenland  in  October,  1871,  and  the 
"Polaris"  was  finally  abandoned  by  the 
crew,  a  portion  of  which,  under  Captain 
Tyson,  drifted  with  the  icebergs  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  days,  until  picked 
up  by  the  "  Tigress,"  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1873.  The  other  portion  of  the  crew  built 
boats,  and,  after  a  perilous  voyage,  were 
picked  up  in  June,  1873,  by  a  whaling  vessel. 


OLIVER  ELLSWORTH,  the  third  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  April  29,  1745. 
After  graduating  from  Princeton,  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  and  was  licensed 
to  practice  in  1771.  In  1777  he  was  elected 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  congress. 
He  was  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  his 
state  in  1784,  and  was  chosen  as  a  delegate 
to  the  constitutional  convention  in  1787. 
He  sided  with  the  Federalists,  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  in  1789,  and 
was  a  firm  supporter  of  Washington's  policy. 
He  won  great  distinction  in  that  body,  and 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  by  Washington 
in  1796.  The  relation's  between  this  coun- 
try and  France  having  become  violently 
strained,  he  was  sent  to  Paris  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary in  1799,  and  was  instrumental 
in  negotiating  the  treaty  that  averted  war. 
He  resigned  the  following  year,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  His 
death  occurred  November  26,  1807. 


MELLVILLE  WESTON  FULLER,  an 
eminent  American  jurist  and  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
was  born  in  Augusta,  Maine,  in  1833.  His 
education  was  looked  after  in  boyhood,  and 
at  the  age  of  si.xteen  he  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  and  on  graduation  entered  the  law 


department  of  Harvard  University.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  his  uncle  at  Ban- 
gor, Maine,  and  soon  after  opened  an  office 
for  the  practice  of  law  at  Augusta.  He  was 
an  alderman  from  his  ward,  city  attorney, 
and  editor  of  the  "  Age,"  a  rival  newspaper 
of  the  "Journal,"  which  was  conducted  by 
James  G.  Blaine.  He  soon  decided  to  re- 
move to  Chicago,  then  springing  into  notice 
as  a  western  metropolis.  He  at  once  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  interests  of  the 
new  city,  and  by  this  means  acquired  an 
experience  that  fitted  him  for  his  future 
work.  He  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
his  profession,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
connect  himself  with  the  many  suits  grow- 
ing out  of  the  prorogation  of  the  Illinois 
legislature  in  1863.  It  was  not  long  before 
he  became  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  in 
Chicago.  He  made  a  three  days'  speech  in 
the  heresy  trial  of  Dr.  Cheney,  which  added 
to  his  fame.  He  was  appointed  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  by  President  Cleve- 
land in  1888,  the  youngest  man  who  ever 
held  that  exalted  position.  His  income  from 
his  practice  had  for  many  years  reached 
thirty  thousand  dollars  annually. 


CHESTER  ALLEN  ARTHUR,  twenty- 
first  president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1830.  He  was  educated  at  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  New  York,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  honor,  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school.  After  two  years 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  E.  D. 
Culver,  of  New  York,  as  a  student.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  an  old  room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gar- 
diner, with  the  intention  of  practicing  law 
in  the  west,  but  after  a  few  months'  search 
for  a  location,  they  returned  to  New  York 
and  opened  an  office,  and  at  once  entered 
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upon  a  profitable  practice.  He  was  shortly 
afterwards  married  to  a  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant Herndon,  of  the  United  States  navy. 
Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  his  nomina- 
tion for  the  vice-presidency.  In  1856  a 
colored  woman  in  New  York  was  ejected 
from  a  street  car  and  retained  Mr.  Arthur 
in  a  suit  against  the  company,  and  obtained 
a  verdict  of  five  hundred  dollars.  It  result- 
ed in  a  general  order  by  all  superintendents 
of  street  railways  in  the  city  to  admit  col- 
ored people  to  the  cars. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  first 
Republican  national  convention,  and  was 
appointed  judge-advocate  for  the  Second 
Brigade  of  New  York,  and  then  chief  engi- 
neer of  Governor  Morgan's  staff.  At  the 
close  of  his  term  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
law  in  New  York.  In  1872  he  was  made 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  which 
position  he  held  four  years.  At  the  Chi- 
cago convention  in  1880  Mr.  Arthur  was 
nominated  for  the  vice-presidency  with 
Garfield,  and  after  an  exciting  campaign 
was  elected.  Four  months  after  the  -inau- 
guration President  Garfield  was  assassinated, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  was  called  to  take  the  reins 
of  government.  His  administration  of 
affairs  was  generally  satisfactory.  At  its 
close  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  New 
York.  His  death  occurred  November  18, 
1886.  

ISAAC  HULL  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous and  prominent  naval  officers  in 
the  early  history  of  America.  He  was  born 
at  Derby,  Connecticut,  March  9,  1775,  be- 
ing the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  officer.  Isaac 
Hull  early  in  life  became  a  mariner,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  became  master 
of  a  merchant  ship  in  the  London  trade. 
In  1 798  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 

.States  navy,  and  three  years  later  was  made 
10 


first  lieutenant  of  the  frigate  "Constitution." 
He  distinguished  himself  by  skill  and  valor 
against  the  French  on  the  coast  of  Hayti,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Barbary  e.xpe- 
ditions.  July  12,  1S12,  he  sailed  from 
Annapolis,  in  command  of  the  "Constitu- 
tion," and  for  three  days  was  pursued  by  a 
British  squadron  of  five  ships,  from  which 
he  escaped  by  bold  and  ingenious  seaman- 
ship. In  August  of  the  same  year  he  cap- 
tured the  frigate  "  Guerriere,"  one  of  his 
late  pursuers  and  for  this,  the  first  naval 
advantage  of  that  war,  he  received  a  gold 
medal  from  congress.  Isaac  Hull  was  later 
made  naval  commissioner  and  had  command 
of  various  navy  yards.  His  deatTi  occurred 
February  13,  1843,  at  Philadelphia. 


M' 


ARCUS  ALONZO  HANNA,  famous 
as  a  prominent  business  man,  political 
manager  and  senator,  was  born  in  New  Lis- 
bon, Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  September 
24,  1837.  He  removed  with  his  father's 
family  to  Cleveland,  in  the  same  state,  in 
1852,  and  in  the  latter  city,  and  in  the 
Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio, 
received  his  education.  He  became  an  em- 
ploye of  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
Hanna,  Garrettson  &  Co.,  his  father  being 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm.  The  latter 
died  in  1862,  and  Marcus  represented  his 
interest  until  1867,  when  the  business  was 
closed  up. 

Our  subject  then  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Rhodes  &  Co.,  engaged  in  the 
iron  and  coal  business,  but  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years  this  firm  was  changed  to 
that  of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  Mr.  Hanna 
was  long  identified  with  the  lake  carrying 
business,  being  interested  in  vessels  on  the 
lakes  and  in  the  construction  of  them.  As 
a  director  of  the  Globe  Ship  Manufacturing 
Company,    of    Cleveland,    president   of  the 
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Union  National  Bank,  of  Cleveland,  president 
of  the  Cleveland  City  Railway  Company, 
and  president  of  the  Chapin  Mining  Com- 
pany, of  Lake  Superior,  he  became  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  world. 
He  was  one  of  the  government  directors  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  being  appointed 
to  that  position  in  1885  by  President  Cleve- 
land. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional Republican  convention  of  1884,  which 
was  his  first  appearance  in  the  political 
world.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
ventions of  1888  and  1896,  and  was  elect- 
ed chairman  of  the  Republican  national 
committee  the  litter  year,  and  practically 
managed  the  campaign  of  William  McKin- 
ley  for  the  presidency.  In  1897  Mr.  Hanna 
was  appointed  senator  by  Governor  Bush- 
nell,  of  Ohio,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  John  Sherman. 


GEORGE  PEABODY  was  one  of  the 
best  known  and  esteemed  of  ail  philan- 
thropists, whose' munificent  gifts  to  Ameri- 
can institutions  have  proven  of  so  much 
benefit  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  He  was 
born  February  18,  1795,  at  South  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  which  is  now  called  Pea- 
body  in  honor  of  him.  He  received  but  a 
meager  education,  and  during  his  early  life 
he  was  a  mercantile  clerk  at  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont, and  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  In 
1814  he  became  a  partner  with  Elisha 
Riggs,  at  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  1 8 1 5  they  moved  to  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. The  business  grew  to  great  propor- 
tions, and  they  opened  branch  houses  at 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Peabody 
made  several  voyages  to  Europe  of  com- 
mercial importance,  and  in  1829  became  the 
head  of  the  firm,  which  was  then  called 
Peabody,  Riggs  &  Co.,  and  in  1838   he  re- 


moved to  London,  England.  He  retired 
from  the  firm,  and  established  the  cele- 
brated banking  house,  in  which  he  accumu- 
lated a  large  fortune.  He  aided  Mr.  Grin- 
nell  in  fitting  out  Dr.  Kane's  Arctic  expedi- 
tion, in  1852,  and  founded  in  the  same  year 
the  Peabody  Institute,  in  his  native  town, 
which  he  afterwards  endowed  with  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Peabody  visited 
the  United  States  in  1857,  and  gave  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  establish- 
ment at  Baltimore  of  an  institute  of  science, 
literature  and  fine  arts.  In  1862  he  gave 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  erecting  of  lodging  houses  for  the 
poor  in  London,  and  on  another  visit  to  the 
United  States  he  gave  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  establish  at  Harvard  a 
museum  and  professorship  of  American 
archsology  and  ethnology,  an  equal  sum  for 
the  endowment  of  a  department  of  physical 
science  at  Yale,  and  gave  the  "Southern 
Educational  Fund  "  two  million  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  besides  devoting  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  various  objects  of 
public  utility.  Mr.  Peabody  made  a  final 
visit  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  and  on 
this  occasion  he  raised  the  endowment  of 
the  Baltimore  Institute  one  million  dollars, 
created  the  Peabody  Museum,  at  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  with  a  fund  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  gave  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  Washington  College,  Vir- 
ginia; fifty  thousand  dollars  for  a  "Peabody 
Museum, "  at  North  Danvers,  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  Phillips  Academy,  Andover;  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars  to  Kenyon  College, 
Ohio,  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Peabody 
also   endowed    an    art  school  at  Rome,   in 

1868.  He   died   in   London,  November  4, 

1869,  less  then  a  month  after  he  had  re- 
turned   from    the    United    States,    and    his 


COMPENDIUM  OF  BIOGRAPHT. 


171 


remains  were  brought  to  the  United  States 
and  interred  in  his  native  town.  He  made 
several  other  bequests  in  his  will,  and  left 
his  family  about  five  million  dollars. 


I\ /lATTHEW  S.     QUAY, 


celebrated 
public  man  and  senator,  was  born  at 
Dillsburgh,  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  30,  1833,  of  an  old  Scotch-Irish 
family,  some  of  whom  had  settled  in  the 
Keystone  state  in  17 15.  Matthew  received 
a  good  education,  graduating  from  the  Jef- 
ferson College  at  Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  traveled, 
taught  school,  lectured,  and  studied  law 
under  Judge  Sterrett.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1854,  was  appointed  a  prothon- 
otary  in  1855  and  elected  to  the  same 
office  in  1856  and  1859.  Later  he  was 
made  lieutenant  of  the  Pennsylvania  Re 
serves,  lieutenant-colonel  and  assistant  com- 
missary-general of  the  state,  private  secre- 
tary of  the  famous  war  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Andrew  G.  Curtin,  colonel  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Pennsylva- 
nia Infantry  (nine  months  men),  military 
state  agent  and  held  other  offices  at  different 
times. 

Mr.  Quay  was  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
from  1865  to  1868.  He  filled  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  from  1872 
to  1878,  and  the  position  of  delegate-at- 
large  to  the  Republican  national  conventions 
of  1872,  1876,  1880  and  1888.  Hewasthe 
editor  of  the  "Beaver  Radical"  and  the 
' '  Philadelphia  Record  "  for  a  time,  and  held 
many  offices  in  the  state  conventions  and  on 
their  committees.  He  was  elected  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
1869,  and  served  three  years,  and  in  1885 
was  chosen  state  treasurer.  In  1886  his 
great    abilities    pointed    him    out    as    the 


natural  candidate  for  United  States  senator, 
and  he  was  accordingly  elected  to  that  posi- 
tion and  re-elected  thereto  in  1892.  He 
was  always  noted  for  a  genius  for  organiza- 
tion, and  as  a  political  leader  had  but  few 
peers.  Cool,  serene,  far-seeing,  resourceful, 
holding  his  impulses  and  forces  in  hand,  he 
never  quailed  from  any  policy  he  adopted, 
and  carried  to  success  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  political  campaigns  in  which  he  took 
part. 

JAMES  K.  JONES,  a  noted  senator  and 
political  leader,  attained  national  fame 
while  chairman  of  the  national  executive 
committee  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896.  He  was  a 
native  of  Marshall  county,  Mississippi,  and 
was  born  September  29,  1839.  His  father, 
a  well-to-do  planter.settled  in  Dallas  county, 
Arkansas,  in  1848,  and  there  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  received  a  careful  education. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a  private 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  From 
1866  to  1873  he  passed  a  quiet  life  as  a 
planter,  but  in  the  latter  year  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
About  the  same  time  he  was  elected  to  the 
Arkansas  senate  and  re-elected  in  1874.  In 
1877  he  was  made  president  of  the  senate 
and  the  following  year  was  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  a  nomination  as  member  of  con- 
gress. In  1880  he  was  elected  representa- 
tive and  his  ability  at  once  placed  him  in  a 
foremost  position.  He  was  re-elected  to 
congress  in  1882  and  in  1884,  and  served  as 
an  influential  member  on  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  March  4,  1885,  Mr.  Jones 
took  his  seat  in  the  United  States  senate  to 
succeed  James  D.  Walker,  and  was  after- 
ward re-elected  to  the  same  office.  In  this 
branch  of  the  national  legislature  his  capa- 
bilities had  a  wider  scope,  and  he  was  rec- 
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ognized  as  one   of  the   ablest  leaders  of  his 
party. 

On  the  nomination  of  William  J.  Bryan 
as  its  candidate  for  the  presidency  by  the 
national  convention  of  the  Democratic 
party,  held  in  Chicago  in  1896,  Mr.  Jones 
was  made  chairman  of  the  national  com- 
mittee. 

THEODORE  THOMAS,  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  musical  directors  America 
has  known,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Han- 
over in  1835,  and  received  his  musical  educa- 
tion from  his  father.  He  was  a  very  apt  scholar 
and  played  the  violin  at  public  concerts  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  1845,  ^"<i  joined  the 
orchestra  of  the  Italian  Opera  in  New  York 
City.  He  played  the  first  violin  in  the 
orchestra  which  accompanied  Jenny  Lind 
in  her  first  American  concert.  In  1861  Mr. 
Thomas  established  the  orchestra  that  be- 
came famous  under  his  management,  and 
gave  his  first  symphony  concerts  in  New 
York  in  1864.  He  began  his  first  "summer 
night  concerts"  in  the  same  city  in  1868, 
and  in  1869  he  started  on  his  first  tour  of 
the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States, 
which  he  made  every  year  for  many  years. 
He  was  director  of  the  College  of  Music  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  but  resigned  in  1880,  after 
having  held  the  position  for  three  years. 

Later  he  organized  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  successful  orchestras  ever  brought 
together  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  was 
very  prominent  in  musical  affairs  during  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition,  thereby  add- 
ing greatly  to  his  fame. 


CYRUS  HALL  McCORMICK,  the  fa- 
mous inventor  and  manufacturer,  was 
born  at  Walnut  Grove,  Virginia,  February 
15,  1809.     When  he  was  seven  years  old  his 


father  invented  a  reaping  machine.  It  was 
a  rude  contrivance  and  not  successful.  In 
1 83 1  Cyrus  made  his  invention  of  a  reaping 
machine,  and  had  it  patented  three  years 
later.  By  successive  improvements  he  was 
able  to  keep  his  machines  at  the  head  of 
its  class  during  his  life.  In  1 845  he  removed 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  two  years  later 
located  in  Chicago,  where  he  amassed  a 
great  fortune  in  manufacturing  reapers  and 
harvesting  machinery.  In  1859  he  estab- 
lished the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Northwest  at  Chicago,  an  institution  for  pre- 
paring young  men  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  he  afterward  en- 
dowed a  chair  in  the  W'ashington  and  Lee 
College  at  Lexington,  Virginia.  He  mani- 
fested great  interest  in  educational  and  re- 
ligious matters,  and  by  his  grest  wealth  he 
was  able  to  extend  aid  and  encouragement 
to  many  charitable  causes.  His  death  oc- 
curred May  13,  1884. 


DAVID  ROSS  LOCKE.— Under  the 
pen  name  of  Petroleum  V.  Nasby,  this 
well-known  humorist  and  writer  made  for 
himself  a  household  reputation,  and  estab- 
lished a  school  that  has  many  imitators. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  at 
Vestal,  Broome  county.  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1833.  After  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  county  of  his  birth  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  "  Democrat,"  at  Cort- 
land, New  York,  where  he  learned  the 
printer's  trade.  He  was  successively  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  "Plymouth  Advertiser," 
the  "Mansfield  Herald,"  the  "  Bucyrus 
Journal,"  and  the  "Findlay  Jeffersonian." 
Later  he  became  editor  of  the  "Toledo 
Blade."  In  i860  he  commenced  his 
"  Nasby"  articles,  several  series  of  which 
have  been  given  the  world  in  book  form. 
Under  a  mask  of  misspelling,  and  in  a  auaiut 
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and  humorous  style,  a  keen  political  satire 
is  couched — a  most  effective  weapon. 
Mr.  Locke  was  the  author  of  a  num- 
ber of  serious  political  pamphlets,  and 
later  on  a  more  pretentious  work,  "  The 
Morals  of  Abou  Ben  Adhem."  As  a  news- 
paper writer  he  gained  many  laurels  and  his 
works  are  widely  read.  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  said  to  have  been  a  warm  admirer  of  P. 
V.  Nasby,  of  "  Confedrit  X  Roads"  fame. 
Mr.  Locke  died  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  February 
15,  1888. 

RUSSELL  A.  ALGER,  noted  as  a  sol- 
dier, governor  and  secretary  of  war, 
was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  February 
27,  1S36,  and  was  the  son  of  Russell  and 
Caroline  (Moulton)  Alger.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  left  an  orphan  and  pen- 
niless. For  about  a  year  he  worked  for 
his  board  and  clothing,  and  attended  school 
part  of  the  time.  In  1850  he  found  a  place 
which  paid  small  wages,  and  out  of  his 
scanty  earnings  helped  his  brother  and  sister. 
While  there  working  on  a  farm  he  found 
time  to  attend  the  Richfield  Academy,  and 
by  hard  work  between  times  managed  to  get 
a  fair  education  for  that  time.  The  last 
two  years  of  his  attendance  at  this  institu- 
tion of  learning  he  taught  school  during  the 
winter  months.  In  1857  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1859.  For  a  while  he  found  employ- 
ment in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  impaired 
health  induced  him  to  remove  to  Grand 
Rapids,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and,  his  business  suf- 
fering and  his  savings  swept  away,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  be  captain 
the  following  month,  and  major  for  gallant 
conduct  at  Boonesville,  Mississippi,  July  i. 


1862.  October  16,  1862,  he  was  made 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  in  February,  1863,  colonel  of 
the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  rendered 
excellent  service  in  the  Gettysburg  cam- 
paign. He  was  wounded  at  Boonesboro, 
Maryland,  and  on  returning  to  his  command 
took  part  with  Sherman  in  the  campaign  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  For  services  ren- 
dered, that  famous  soldier  recommended 
him  for  promotion,  and  he  was  brevetted 
major-general  of  volunteers.  In  1866  Gen- 
eral Alger  took  up  his  residence  at  Detroit, 
and  prospered  exceedingly  in  his  business, 
which  was  that  of  lumbering,  and  grew 
quite  wealthy.  In  1884  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Republican  national  convention,  and 
the  same  year  was  elected  governor  of 
Michigan.  He  declined  a  nomination  for 
re-election  to  the  latter  office,  in  1887,  and 
was  the  following  year  a  candidate  for  the 
nomination  for  president.  In  1889  he  was 
elected  commander-in-chief  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  at  different 
times  occupied  many  offices  in  other  or- 
ganizations. 

In   March,    1897,    President    McKinley 
appointed  General  Alger  secretary  of  war. 


CYRUS  WEST  FIELD,  the  father  of 
submarine  telegraphy,  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  David  D.  Field,  D.D.,  a  Congre- 
gational minister,  and  was  born  at  Stock- 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  November  30,  18 19. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  became  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  New  York  City.  Being  gifted  with 
excellent  business  ability  Mr.  Field  pros- 
pered and  became  the  head  of  a  large  mer- 
cantile house.  In  1853  he  spent  about  six 
months  in  travel  in  South  America.  On  his 
return  he  became  interested  in  ocean  teleg- 
raphy.     Being  solicited  to  aid  in  the   con- 
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struction  of  a  land  telegraph  across  New 
Foundland  to  receive  the  news  from  a  line 
of  fast  steamers  it  was  proposed  to  run  from 
from  Ireland  to  St.  Johns,  the  idea  struck 
him  to  carry  the  line  across  the  broad  At- 
lantic. In  1850  Mr.  Field  obtained  aeon- 
cession  from  the  legislature  of  Newfound- 
land, giving  him  the  sole  right  for  fifty  years 
to  land  submarine  cables  on  the  shores  of 
that  island.  In  company  with  Peter  Cooper, 
Moses  Taylor,  Marshall  O.  Roberts  and 
Chandler  White,  he  organized  a  company 
under  the  name  of  the  New  York,  New- 
foundland &  London  Telegraph  Compan\'. 
In  two  years  the  line  from  New  York  across 
Newfoundland  was  built.  The  first  cable 
connecting  Cape  Breton  Island  with  New- 
foundland having  been  lost  in  a  storm  while 
being  laid  in  1855,  another  was  put  down  in 
1856.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Field  went  to 
London  and  organized  the  Atlantic  Tele- 
graph Company,  furnishing  one-fourth  of  the 
capital  himself.  Both  governments  loaned 
ships  to  carry  out  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Field 
accompanied  the  expeditions  of  1857  and 
two  in  1858.  The  first  and  second  cables 
were  failures,  and  the  third  worked  but  a 
short  time  and  then  ceased.  The  people  of 
both  continents  became  incredulous  of  the 
feasibility  of  laying  a  successful  cable  under 
so  wide  an  expanse  of  sea,  and  the  war 
breaking  out  shortly  after,  nothing  was  done 
until  1865-66.  Mr.  Field,  in  the  former 
jear,  again  made  the  attempt,  and  the  Great 
Eastern  laid  some  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred miles  when  the  cable  parted  and  was 
lost.  The  following  year  the  same  vessel 
succeeded  in  laying  the  entire  cable,  and 
picked  up  the  one  lost  the  year  before,  and 
both  \Vere  carried  to  America's  shore.  After 
thirteen  years  of  care  and  toil  Mr.  Field  had 
his  reward.  He  was  the  recipient  of  many 
medals  and  honors  from   both  home  and 


abroad.  He  gave  his  attention  after  this 
to  establishing  telegraphic  communication 
throughout  the  world  and  many  other  large 
enterprises,  notably  the  construction  of  ele- 
vated railroads  in  New  York.  Mr.  Field 
died  July  1 1,  1892. 


G ROVER  CLEVELAND,  the  twenty- 
second  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Caldwell,  Essex  county.  New 
Jersey,  March  18,  1837,  and  was  the  son 
of  Rev.  Richard  and  Annie  (Neale)  Cleve- 
land. The  father,  of  distinguished  New 
England  ancestry,  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister in  charge  of  the  church  at  Caldwell  at 
the  time. 

When  Grover  was  about  three  years  of 
age  the  family  removed  to  Fayetteville, 
Onondaga  county.  New  York,  where  he 
attended  the  district  school,  and  was  in  the 
academy  for  a  short  time.  His  father  be- 
lieving that  boys  should  early  learn  to  labor, 
Grover  entered  a  village  store  and  worked 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  first  year. 
While  he  was  thus  engaged  the  family  re- 
moved to  Clinton,  New  York,  and  there 
young  Cleveland  took  up  h'S  studies  at  the 
academy.  The  death  of  his  father  dashed 
all  his  hopes  of  a  collegiate  education,  the 
family  being  left  in  straightened  circum- 
stances, and  Grover  started  out  to  battle 
for  himself.  After  acting  for  a  year  (1853- 
54)  as  assistant  teacher  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  New  York 
City,  he  went  to  Buffalo.  A  short  time 
after  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  that  city,  and  after  a 
hard  struggle  with  adverse  circumstances, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859.  He  be- 
came confidential  and  managing  clerk  for 
the  firm  under  whom  he  had  studied,  and 
remained  with  them  until  1863.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  was  appointed  district  attorney 
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of  Erie  county.  It  was  during  his  incum- 
bency of  this  office  that,  on  being  nominated 
by  the  Democrats  for  supervisor,  he  came 
within  thirteen  votes  of  election,  although 
the  district  was  usually  Republican  by  two 
hundred  and  fifty  majority.  In  i866Grover 
Cleveland  formed  a  partnership  with  Isaac 
V.  Vanderpoel.  The  most  of  the  work  here 
fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  our  subject,  and 
he  soon  won  a  good  standing  at  the  bar  of 
the  state.  In  1869  Mr.  Cleveland  associated 
himself  in  business  with  A.  P.  Laning  and 
Oscar  Folsom,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Laning,  Cleveland  &  Folsom  soon  built  up  a 
fair  practice.  In  the  fall  of  1870  Mr.  Cleve- 
land was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  an 
office  which  he  filled  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  resumed  his  profession,  with  L.  K. 
Bass  and  Wilson  S.  Bissell  as  partners. 
This  firm  was  strong  and  popular  and 
shortly  was  in  possession  of  a  lucrative 
practice.  Mr.  Bass  retired  from  the  firm 
in  1879,  and  George  J.  Secard  was  admit- 
ted a  member  in  1881.  In  the  latter  year 
Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  1882  he  was  chosen  governor  by 
the  enormous  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thousand  votes.  July  11,  1884, 
he  was  nominated  for  the  presidency  by  the 
Democratic  national  convention,  and  in 
November  following  was  elected. 

Mr.  Cleveland,  after  serving  one  term  as 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  1888  was 
nominated  by  his  party  to  succeed  himself, 
but  he  failed  of  the  election,  being  beaten 
by  Benjamin  Harrison.  In  1892,  however, 
being  nominated  again  in  opposition  to  the 
then  incumbent  of  the  presidency,  Mr.  Har- 
rison, Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  pres- 
ident for  the  second  time  and  served  for  the 
usual  term  of  four  years.  In  1897  Mr. 
Cleveland  retired  from  the  chair  of  the  first 
.magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  in  New  York 


City  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which 
city  he  had  established  himself  in  1889. 

June  2,  1886,  Grover  Cleveland  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Fol- 
som, the  daughter  of  his  former  partner. 


ALEXANDER  WINCHELL,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  greatest  of  American 
scientists,  and  one  of  the  most  noted  and 
prolific  writers  on  scientific  subjects,  was 
born  in  Duchess  county,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1824.  He  received  a  thorough  col- 
legiate education,  and  graduated  at  the 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Connect- 
icut, in  1847.  His  mind  took  a  scientific 
turn,  which  manifested  itself  while  he  was 
yet  a  boy,  and  in  1848  he  became  teacher 
of  natural  sciences  at  the  Armenian  Semi- 
nary, in  his  native  state,  a  position  which 
he  filled  for  three  years.  In  185  1-3  he  oc- 
cupied the  same  position  in  the  Mesopo- 
tamia Female  Seminary,  in  Alabama,  after 
which  he  was  president  of  the  Masonic  Fe- 
male Seminary,  in  Alabama.  In  1853  he 
became  connected  with  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  at  which  institu- 
tion he  performed  the  most  important  work 
of  his  life,  and  gained  a  wide  reputation  as 
a  scientist.  He  held  many  important  posi- 
tions, among  which  were  the  following: 
Professor  of  physics  and  civil  engineering  at 
the  University  of  Michigan,  also  of  geology, 
zoology  and  botany,  and  later  professor  of 
geology  and  palaeontology  at  the  same  insti- 
tution. He  also,  for  a  time,  was  president 
of  the  Michigan  Teachers'  Association,  and 
state  geologist  of  Michigan.  Professor 
Winchell  was  a  very  prolific  writer  on  scien- 
tific subjects,  and  published  many  standard 
works,  his  most  important  and  widely  known 
being  those  devoted  to  geology.  He  also 
contributed  a  large  number  of  articles  to 
scientific  and  popular  journals. 
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ANDREW  HULL  FOOTE,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  was  a  native  of 
New  England,  born  at  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, May  4,  1808.  He  entered  the 
navy,  as  a  midshipman,  December  4,  1822. 
He  slowly  rose  in  his  chosen  profession,  at- 
taining the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  1830,  com- 
mander in  1852  and  captain  in  1861. 
Among  the  distinguished  men  in  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war,  but  few  stood  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  his  brother  officers  than 
Foote,  and  when,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla 
then  building  on  the  Mississippi,  the  act 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  service. 
Although  embarrassed  by  want  of  navy 
yards  and  supplies,  Foote  threw  himself  into 
his  new  work  with  unusual  energy.  He 
overcame  all  obstacles  and  in  the  new,  and, 
until  that  time,  untried  experiment,  of  creat- 
ing and  maintaining  a  navy  on  a  river, 
achieved  a  success  beyond  the  expectations 
of  the  country.  Great  incredulity  existed  as 
to  the  possibility  of  carrying  on  hostilities 
on  a  river  where  batteries  from  the  shore 
might  bar  the  passage.  But  in  spite  of  all, 
Foote  soon  had  a  navy  on  the  great  river, 
and  by  the  heroic  qualities  of  the  crews  en- 
trusted to  him,  demonstrated  the  utility  of 
this  new  departure  in  naval  architecture. 
All  being  prepared,  February  6,  1862,  Foote 
took  Fort  Henry  after  a  hotly-contested 
action.  On  the  14th  of  the  same  month, 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  engaged  the  batteries 
of  Fort  Donelson,  with  four  ironclads  and 
two  wooden  gunboats,  thereby  dishearten- 
ing the  garrison  and  assisting  in  its  capture. 
April  7th  of  the  same  year,  after  several 
hotly-contested  actions,  Commodore  Foote 
received  the  surrender  of  Island  No.  10,  one 
of  the  great  strongholds  of  the  Confederacy 
on  the  Mississippi  river.  Foote  having  been 
wounded  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  by  neglect 


it  having  become  so  serious  as  to  endanger 
his  life,  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  command 
and  return  home.  June  16,  1862,  he  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  congress  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral.  He  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  bureau  of  equipment 
and  recruiting.  June  4,  1863,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  fleet  off  Charleston,  to  super- 
cede Rear  Admiral  Dupont,  but  on  his  way 
to  that  destination  was  taken  sick  at  New 
York,  and  died  June  26,  1863. 


NELSON  A. MILES,  the  well-known  sol- 
dier, was  born  at  Westminster,  Massa- 
chusetts, August  8, 1 839.  His  ancestors  set- 
tled in  that  state  in  1643  among  the  early 
pioneers,  and  their  descendants  were,  many 
of  them,  to  be  found  among  those  battling 
against  Great  Britain  during  Revolutionary 
times  and  during  the  war  of  1812.  Nelson 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  received  an  academic 
education,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits    in   Boston.     Early    in 

1 86 1  he  raised  a  company  and  offered  his 
services  to  the  government,  and  although 
commissioned  as  captain,  on  account  of  his 
youth  went  out  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry.     In 

1862  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel 
and  colonel  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  In- 
fantry. At  the  request  of  Generals  Grant 
and  Meade  he  was  made  a  brigadier  by 
President  Lincoln.  He  participated  in  all 
but  one  of  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  he  commanded 
the  first  division  of  the  Second  Corps. 
General  Miles  was  wounded  at  the  battles 
of  Fair  Oaks,  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  received  four  brevets  for 
distinguished  service.  During  the  recon- 
struction period  he  commanded  in  North 
Carolina,  and  on   the  reorganization  of  the 
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regular  army  he  was  made  colonel  of  in- 
fantry. In  1880  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  in  1890  to 
that  of  major-general.  He  successfully  con- 
ducted several  campaigns  among  the  In- 
dians, and  his  name  is  known  among  the 
tribes  as  a  friend  when  they  are  peacefully 
inclined.  He  many  times  averted  war 
with  the  red  men  by  judicious  and  humane 
settlement  of  difficulties  without  the  military 
power.  In  1892  General  Miles  was  given 
command  of  the  proceedings  in  dedicating 
the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago,  and  m  the 
summer  of  1894,  during  the  great  railroad 
strike  at  the  same  city.  General  Miles,  then 
in  command  of  the  department,  had  the 
disposal  of  the  troops  sent  to  protect  the 
United  States  mails.  On  the  retirement  of 
General  J.  M.  Schofield,  in  1895,  General 
Miles  became  the  ranking  major-general  of 
the  United  States  army  and  the  head  of  its 
forces. 

JUNIUS  BRUTUS  BOOTH,  the  great 
actor,  though  born  in  London  (1796J,  is 
more  intimately  connected  with  the  Amer- 
ican than  with  the  English  stage,  and  his 
popularity  in  America  was  almost  un- 
bounded, while  in  England  he  was  not  a 
prime  favorite.  He  presented  "Richard  III. " 
in  Richmond  on  his  first  appearance  on  the 
American  stage  in  1821.  This  was  his 
greatest  role,  and  in  it  he  has  never  had  an 
equal.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he 
appeared  in  New  York.  After  a  long  and 
successful  career  he  gave  his  final  perform- 
ance at  New  Orleans  in  1852.  He  con- 
tracted a  severe  cold,  and  for  lack  of  proper 
medical  attention,  it  resulted  in  his  death 
on  November  30th  of  that  year.  He  was, 
without  question,  one  of  the  greatest  tra- 
gedians that  ever  lived.  In  addition  to  his 
professional   art  and  genius,  he  was  skilled 


in  languages,  drawing,  painting  and  sculp- 
ture. In  his  private  life  he  was  reserved, 
and  even  eccentric.  Strange  stories  are 
related  of  his  peculiarities,  and  on  his  farm 
near  Baltimore  he  forbade  the  use  of  animal 
food,  the  taking  of  animal  life,  and  even  the 
felling  of  trees,  and  brought  his  butter  and 
eggs  to  the  Baltimore  markets  in  person. 

Junius  Brutus  Booth,  known  as  the  elder 
Booth,  gave  to  the  world  three  sons  of  note: 
Junius  Brutus  Booth,  Jr.,  the  husband  of 
Agnes  Booth,  the  actress;  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  the  author  of  the  greatest  tragedy 
in  the  life  of  our  nation;  Edwin  Booth,  in 
his  day  the  greatest  actor  of  America,  if  not 
of  the  world. 

JAMES  MONTGOMERY  BAILEY,  fa- 
mous as  the  "Danbury  News  Man," 
v/as  one  of  the  best  known  American  humor- 
ists, and  was  born  September  25,  1841,  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.  He  adopted  journalism  as  a 
profession  and  started  in  his  chosen  work  on 
the  "Danbury  Times,"  which  paper  he  pur- 
chased on  his  return  from  the  war.  Mr. 
Bailey  also  purchased  the  "Jeffersonian," 
another  paper  of  Danbury,  and  consolidated 
them,  forming  the  "Danbury  News,"  which 
paper  soon  acquired  a  celebrity  throughout 
the  United  States,  from  an  incessant  flow  of 
rich,  healthy,  and  original  humor,  which  the 
pen  of  the  editor  imparted  to  its  columns, 
and  he  succeeded  in  raising  the  circulation 
of  the  paper  from  a  few  hundred  copies  a. 
week  to  over  forty  thousand.  The  facilities 
of  a  country  printing  office  were  not  so  com- 
plete in  those  days  as  they  are  now,  but  Mr. 
Bailey  was  resourceful,  and  he  put  on  re- 
lays of  help  and  ran  his  presses  night  and 
day,  and  always  prepared  his  matter  a  week 
ahead  of  time.  The  "Danbury  News  Man" 
was  a  new  figure  in  literature,  as  his  humor 
was  so  different  from  that  of  the  newspaper 
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wits — who  had  preceded  him,  and  he  maybe 
called  the  pioneer  of  that  school  now  so 
familiar.  Mr.  Bailey  published  in  book 
form  "Life  in  Danbury"  and  "The  Danbury 
News  Man's  Almanac."  One  of  his  most 
admirable  traits  was  philanthrophy,  as  he 
gave  with  unstinted  generosity  to  all  comers, 
and  died  comparatively  poor,  notwithstand- 
ing his  ownership  of  a  very  profitable  busi- 
ness which  netted  him  an  income  of  $40,000 
a  year.      He  died  March  4,  1894. 


M.\TTHE\V  HALE  CARPENTER,  a 
famous  lawyer,  orator  and  senator, 
was  born  in  Moretown,  Vermont,  December 
22,  1S24.  After  receiving  a  common-school 
education  he  entered  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  but  only 
remained  two  years.  On  returning  to  his 
home  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Paul  Dillingham,  afterwards  governor  of 
Vermont,  and  whose  daughter  he  married. 
In  1847  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
bar  in  Vermont,  but  he  went  to  Boston  and 
for  a  time  studied  with  Ruf  us  Choate.  In  1 848 
he  moved  west,  settling  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin, 
and  commencing  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion soon  obtained  a  wide  reputation  for 
ability.  In  1856  Mr.  Carpenter  removed  to 
Milwaukee,  where  he  found  a  wider  field  for 
his  now  increasing  powers.  During  the 
Civil  war,  although  a  strong  Democrat,  he 
was  loyal  to  the  government  and  aided  the 
Union  cause  to  his  utmost.  In  1868  he 
was  counsel  for  the  government  in  a  test 
case  to  settle  the  legality  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion act  before  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  and  won  his  case  against  Jeremiah  S. 
Black.  This  gave  him  the  election  for  sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  in  1869,  and  he  served 
until  1875,  during  part  of  which  time  he  was 
president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate.  Failing 
of  a  re-election  Mr.  Carpenter  resumed  the 


practice  of  law,  and  when  William  W. 
Belknap,  late  secretary  of  war,  was  im- 
peached, entered  the  case  for  General 
Belknap,  and  secured  an  acquittal.  During 
the  sitting  of  the  electoral  commission  of 
1877,  Mr.  Carpenter  appeared  for  Samuel 
J.  Tilden,  although  the  Republican  man- 
agers had  intended  to  have  him  represent 
R.  B.  Hayes.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  again  in  1879, 
and  remained  a  member  of  that  body  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1 88 1. 

Senator  Carpenter's  real  name  was  De- 
catur Merritt  Hammond  Carpenter  but  about 
1852  he  changed  it  to  the  one  by  which  he 
was  universally  known. 


THOMAS  E.  WATSON,  lawyer  and 
congressman,  the  well-known  Geor- 
gian, whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  made  himself  a  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  by  his  ability,  energy 
and  fervid  oratory.  He  was  born  in  Col- 
umbia (now  McDuffie)  county,  Georgia, 
September  5,  1856.  He  had  a  common- 
school  education,  and  in  1872  entered  Mer- 
cer University,  at  Macon,  Georgia,  as  fresh- 
man, but  for  want  of  money  left  the  college 
at  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year.  He 
taught  school,  studying  law  at  the  same 
time,  until  1875,  when  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  opened  an  office  and  com- 
menced practice  in  Thomson,  Georgia,  in 
November,  1 876.  He  carried  on  a  success- 
ful business,  and  bought  land  and  farmed  on 
an  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Watson  was  a  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic state  convention  of  1880,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  legislature  of  his  native  state  in  1882. 
In  1888  he  was  an  elector-at-large  on  the- 
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Cleveland  ticket,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  fifty-second 
congress.  This  latter  election  is  said  to  have 
been  due  entirely  to  Mr.  Watson's  "dash- 
ing display  of  ability,  eloquence  and  popular 
power."  In  his  later  years  he  championed 
the  alliance  principles  and  policies  until  he 
became  a  leader  in  the  movement.  In  the 
heated  campaign  of  1896,  Mr.  Watson  was 
nominated  as  the  candidate  for  vice-presi- 
dent on  the  Bryan  ticket  by  that  part  of  the 
People's  party  that  would  not  endorse  the 
nominee  for  the  same  position  made  by  the 
Democratic  party. 


FREDERICK  A.  P.  BARNARD,  mathe- 
matician, physicist  and  educator,  was 
born  in  Sheffield,  Massachusetts,  May  5, 1809. 
He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1828,  and 
in  1830  became  a  tutor  in  the  same.  From 
1837  to  1848  he  was  professor  of  mathe- 
matics and  natural  philosophy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama,  and  from  1848  to  1850, 
professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  history 
in  the  same  educational  institution.  In 
1854  he  became  connected  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi,  of  which  he  became 
president  in  1856,  and  chancellor  in  1858. 
In  1854  he  took  orders  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church.  In  1861  Professor  Barnard 
resigned  his  chancellorship  and  chair  in  the 
university,  and  in  1863  and  1864  was  con- 
nected with  the  United  States  coast  survey 
in  charge  of  chart  printing  and  lithography. 
In  May,  1864,  he  was  elected  president  of 
Columbia  College,  New  York  City,  which 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years. 

Professor  Barnard  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Jefferson  College, 
Mississippi,  in  1855,  and  from  Yale  College 
in  1859;  also  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D.  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  in  1 861,  and 
that  of  L.  H.  D.  from   the  regents    of   the 


University  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1872. 
In  i860  he  was  a  member  of  the  eclipse 
party  sent  by  the  United  States  coast  sur- 
vey to  Labrador,  and  during  his  absence 
was  elected  president  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  la 
the  act  of  congress  establishing  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  1863,  he  was  named 
as  one  of  the  original  corporators.  In  1867 
he  was  one  of  the  United  States  commis- 
sioners to  the  Paris  Exposition.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  associate  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
many  other  philosophical  and  scientific 
societies  at  home  and  abroad.  Dr.  Barnard 
was  thoroughly  identified  with  the  progress 
of  the  age  in  those  branches.  His  published 
works  relate  wholly  to  scientific  or  educa- 
tional subjects,  chief  among  which  are  the 
following:  Report  on  Collegiate  Education; 
Art  Culture;  History  of  the  American  Coast 
Survey;  University  Education;  Undulatory 
Theory  of  Light;  Machinery  and  Processes 
of  the  Industrial  Arts,  and  Apparatus  of  the 
Exact  Sciences,  Metric  System  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  etc. 


EDWIN  McMASTERS  STANTON,  the 
secretary  of  war  during  the  great  Civil 
war,  was  recognized  as  one  of  America's 
foremost  public  men.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  1814,  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  where 
he  received  his  education  and  studied  law. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1836,  and 
was  reporter  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio 
from  1842  until  1845,  He  removed  to 
Washington  in  1856  to  attend  to  his  prac- 
tice before  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  and  in  1858  he  went  to  California  as 
counsel  for  the  government  in  certain  land 
cases,  which  he  carried  to  a  successful 
conclusion.      Mr.    Stanton    was    appointed 
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attorney-general  of  the  United  States  in 
December,  i860,  by  President  Buchanan. 
On  March  4,  1861,  Mr.  Stanton  went  with 
the  outgoing  administration  and  returned  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
appointed  secretary  of  war  by  President 
Lincoln  January  20,  1862,  to  succeed  Simon 
Cameron.  After  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  the  accession  of  Johnson 
to  the  presidency,  Mr.  Stanton  was  still  in 
the  same  office.  He  held  it  for  three  years, 
and  by  his  strict  adherence  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  he  antagonized  President  John- 
son, who  endeavored  to  remove  him.  On 
August  5,  1867,  the  president  requested  him 
to  resign,  and  appointed  General  Grant  to 
succeed  him,  but  when  congress  convened 
in  December  the  senate  refused  to  concur  in 
the  suspension.  Mr.  Stanton  returned  to 
his  post  until  the  president  again  removed 
him  from  office,  but  was  again  foiled  by 
congress.  Soon  after,  however,  he  retired 
voluntarily  from  office  and  took  up  the 
practice  of  law,  in  which  he  engaged  until 
his  death,  on  December  24,  1869. 


ALEXANDER  CAMPBELL,  the  eminent 
theologian  and  founder  of  the  church 
known  as  Disciples  of  Christ,  was  born  in 
the  country  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  June, 
1788,  and  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Campbell,  a  Scoth-Irish  "Seceder. "  After 
studying  at  the  University  of  Glasgow,  he, 
in  company  with  his  father,  came  to  America 
in  1808,  and  both  began  labor  in  western 
Pennsylvania  to  restore  Christianity  to 
apostolic  simplicity.  They  organized  a 
church  at  Brush  Run,  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  181 1,  which,  however,  the 
year  following,  adopted  Baptist  views,  and 
in  1 81 3,  with  other  congregations  joined  a 
Baptist  association.  Some  of  the  under- 
lying principles  and  many  practices   of  the 


Campbells  and  their  disciples  were  repug- 
nant to  the  Baptist  church  and  considerable 
friction  was  the  result,  and  1827  saw  the 
separation  of  that  church  from  the  Church 
of  Christ,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  The 
latter  then  reorganized  themselves  anew. 
They  reject  all  creeds,  professing  to  receive 
the  Bible  as  their  only  guide.  In  most  mat- 
ters of  faith  they  are  essentially  in  accord  with 
the  other  Evangelical  Christian  churches, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ,  the  resurrection  and  judgment. 
They  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  weekly, 
hold  that  repentance  and  faith  should  precede 
baptism,  attaching  much  importance  to  the 
latter  ordinance.  On  all  other  points  they 
encourage  individual  liberty  of  thought.  In 
1841,  Alexander  Campbell  founded  Bethany 
College,  West  Virginia,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  many  years,  and  died  March  4, 
1866. 

The  denomination  which  they  founded 
is  quite  a  large  and  important  church  body 
in  the  United  States.  They  support  quite 
a  number  of  institutions  of  learning,  among 
which  are:  Bethany  College,  West  Virginia; 
Hiram  College,  Hiram,  Ohio;  Northwestern 
Christian  University,  Indianapolis,  Indiana; 
Eureka  College,  Illinois;  Kentucky  Univer- 
sity, Lexington,  Kentucky;  Oskaloosa 
College,  Iowa;  and  a  number  of  seminaries 
and  schools.  They  also  support  several 
monthly  and  quarterly  religious  periodicals 
and  many  papers,  both  in  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies. 


WILLIAM  L.WILSON,  the  noted  West 
Virginian,  who  was  postmaster-gener- 
al under  President  Cleveland's  second  ad- 
ministration, won  distinction  as  the  father 
of  the  famous  "  Wilson  bill,"  which  became 
a  law  under  the  same  administration.  Mr. 
Wiison  was  born   May  3,    1843,   in  Jeffer- 
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son  county,  West  Virginia,  and  received 
a  good  education  at  the  Charlestown 
Academy,  where  he  prepared  himself  for 
college.  He  attended  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege in  the  District  of  Columbia,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  i860,  and  then 
attended  the  University  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
Wilson  served  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing the  war,  after  which  he  was  a  professor 
in  Columbian  College.  Later  he  entered 
into  the  practice  of  law  at  Charlestown. 
He  attended  the  Democratic  convention 
held  at  Cincinnati  in  18S0,  as  a  delegate, 
and  later  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  electors 
for  the  state-at-large  on  the  Hancock 
ticket.  In  the  Democratic  convention  at 
Chicago  in  1892,  Mr.  Wilson  was  its  per- 
manent president.  He  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  West  Virginia  University  in 
1882,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office 
on  September  6,  but  having  received  the 
nomination  for  the  forty-seventh  congress 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  university  in  June,  1883, 
to  take  his  seat  in  congress.  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  honored  by  the  Columbian  Uni- 
versity and  the  Hampden-Sidney  College, 
both  of  which  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  In  1884  he  was  appointed 
regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at 
Washington  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  his  term  was  re-appointed.  He  was 
elected  to  the  forty-seventh,  forty-ninth, 
fiftieth,  fifty-first,  fifty-second  and  fifty- 
third  congresses,  but  was  defeated  for  re- 
election to  the  fifty-fourth  congress.  Upon 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bissell  from  the  office 
of  postmaster-general,  Mr.  Wilson  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  by  President 
Cleveland.  His  many  years  of  public  serv- 
ice and  the  prominent  part  he  took  in  the 
discussion  of  public  questions  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 


CALVIN  S.  BRICE,  a  successful  and 
noted  financier  and  politician,  was 
born  at  Denmark,  Ohio,  September  17, 
1845,  of  an  old  Maryland  family,  who  trace 
their  lineage  from  the  Bryces,  or  Bruces,  of 
Airth,  Scotland.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  prominent  Presbyterian  clergyman, 
who  removed  to  Ohio  in  1812.  Calvin  S. 
Brice  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen entered  the  preparatory  department  of 
Miami  University  at  O.xford,  Ohio,  and  the 
following  year  entered  the  freshman  class. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war, 
although  but  fifteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  in 
a  company  of  three-months  men.  He  re- 
turned to  complete  his  college  course,  but 
re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  Eighty-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  in  the  Virginia 
campaign.  He  then  returned  to  college, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1863.  In  1864 
he  organized  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Eightieth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  hostilities,  in  the  western 
armies. 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  Brice  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  in  1866  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Cincinnati.  In  the  winter  of  1870— 
71  he  went  to  Europe  in  the  interests  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Louisville  Railroad  and  pro- 
cured a  foreign  loan.  This  road  became 
the  Lake  Erie  &  Western,  of  which,  in 
1887,  Mr.  Brice  became  president.  This 
was  the  first  railroad  in  which  he  had  a 
personal  interest.  The  conception,  build- 
ing and  sale  of  the  New  York,  Chicago  & 
St.  Louis  Railroad,  known  as  the  "Nickel 
Plate,"  was  largely  due  to  him.  He  was 
connected  with  many  other  railroads,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 
Chicago  &  Atlantic;  Ohio  Central;  Rich- 
mond &  Danville;  Richmond  &  West  Point 
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Terminal;  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  & 
Georgia;  Memphis  &  Charleston;  Mobile  & 
Birmingham;  Kentucky  Central;  Duluth, 
South  Shore  &  Atlantic,  and  the  Marquette, 
Houghton  &  Ontonagon.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  Ohio. 
Notwithstanding  his  extensive  business  inter- 
ests, Senator  Brice  gave  a  considerable 
time  to  political  matters,  becoming  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  and  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  men  in  the 
country. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON,  twenty-third 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  August  20,  1833,  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  in  the  house  of  his 
grandfather,  General  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, afterwards  president  of  the  United 
States.  His  great-grandfather,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  was  a  member  of  the  Continental 
congress,  signed  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  was  three  times  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  Farm- 
ers College  at  an  early  age,  and  two  years 
later  entered  Miami  University,  at  Oxford, 
Ohio.  Upon  graduation  he  entered  the 
office  of  Stover  &  Gwyne,  of  Cincinnati,  as  a 
law  student.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
two  years  later,  and  having  inherited  about 
eight  hundred  dollars  worth  of  property,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Scott,  pres- 
ident of  a  female  school  at  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  selected  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to  begin 
practice.  In  i860  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  as  candidate  for  state 
supreme  court  reporter,  and  did  his  first 
political  speaking  in  that  campaign.  He 
was  elected,  and  after  two  years  in  that 
position  he  organized  the  Seventieth  Indi- 
ana Infantry,  of  which  he  was  made  colonel, 
and  with  his  regiment  joined  General  Sher- 


man's army.  For  bravery  displayed  at  Re- 
saca  and  Peach  Tree  Creek  he  was  made  a 
brigadier-general.  In  the  meantime  the 
office  of  supreme  court  reporter  had  been 
declared  vacant,  and  another  party  elected 
to  fill  it.  In  the  fall  of  1864,  having  been 
nominated  for  that  office.  General  Harrison 
obtained  a  thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  went 
to  Indiana,  canvassed  the  state  and  was 
elected.  As  he  was  about  to  rejoin  his 
command  he  was  stricken  down  by  an  attack 
of  fever.  After  his  recovery  he  joined 
General  Sherman's  army  and  participated  in 
the  closing  events  of  the  war. 

In  1868  General  Harrison  declined  to 
be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  supreme 
court  reporter,  and  returned  to  the  practice 
of  the  law.  His  brilliant  campaign  for  the 
office  of  governor  of  Indiana  in  1876, 
brought  him  into  public  notice,  although  he 
was  defeated.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  presidential  canvass  of  1880,  and  was 
chosen  United  States  senator  from  Indiana, 
serving  six  years.  He  then  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1888  he  was 
selected  by  the  Republican  convention  at 
Chicago  as  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
after  a  heated  campaign  was  elected  over 
Cleveland.  He  was  inaugurated  March  4, 
1889,  and  signed  the  McKinley  bill  October 
I,  1890,  perhaps  the  most  distinctive  feature 
of  his  administration.  In  1892  he  was 
again  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party 
for  president,  but  was  defeated  by  Grover 
Cleveland,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and 
again  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  Indian- 
apolis. 

JOHN  CRAIG  HAVEMEYER,  the 
celebrated  merchant  and  sugar  refiner, 
was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1833.  His 
father,  William  F.  Havemeyer,  and  grand- 
father, William  Havemeyer,  were  both  sugar 
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refiners.  The  latter  named  came  from 
Buckeburg,  Germany,  in  1799,  and  settled 
in  New  York,  establishing  one  of  the  first 
refineries  in  that  city.  William  F.  succeeded 
his  father,  and  at  an  early  age  retired  from 
business  with  a  competency.  He  was  three 
times  mayor  of  his  native  city.  New  York. 
John  C.  Havemeyer  was  educated  in 
private  schools,  and  was  prepared  for  college 
at  Columbia  College  grammar  school. 
Owing  to  failing  eyesight  he  was  unable  to 
finish  his  college  course,  and  began  his 
business  career  in  a  wholesale  grocery  store, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1854, 
after  a  year's  travel  abroad,  he  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  the  office  work  in  the  sugar 
refinery  of  Havemeyer  &  Molter,  but  two 
years  later  etablished  a  refinery  of  his  own 
in  Brooklyn.  This  afterwards  developed  into 
the  immense  business  of  Havemeyer  &  Elder. 
The  capital  was  furnished  by  his  father, 
and,  chafing  under  the  anxiety  caused  by  the 
use  of  borrowed  money,  he  sold  out  his 
interest  and  returned  to  Havemeyer  & 
Molter.  This  firm  dissolving  the  ne.xt  year, 
John  C.  declined  an  offer  of  partnership 
from  the  successors,  not  wishing  to  use 
borrowed  money.  For  two  years  he  remain- 
ed with  the  house,  receiving  a  share  of  the 
profits  as  compensation.  For  some  years 
thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  the  commission 
business,  until  failing  health  caused  his 
retirement.  In  1871,  he  again  engaged  in 
the  sugar  refining  business  at  Greenport, 
Long  Island,  with  his  brother  and  another 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Havemeyer 
Brothers  &  Co.  Here  he  remained  until 
1880,  when  his  health  again  declined. 
During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Mr. 
Havemeyer  was  identified  with  many  benev- 
olent societies,  including  the  New  York 
Port  Society,  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  American  Bible  Society, 


New  York  Sabbath  School  Society  and 
others.  He  was  active  in  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  work  in  New  York, 
and  organized  and  was  the  first  president  of 
an  affiliated  society  of  the  same  at  Yonkers. 
He  was  director  of  several  railroad  corpo- 
rations and  a  trustee  of  the  Continental  Trust 
Company  of  New  York. 


WALTER  QUINTIN  GRESHAM,  an 
eminent  American  statesman  and 
jurist,  was  born  March  17,  1833,  near  Cory- 
don,  Harrison  county,  Indiana.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  \\\  the  local  schools  of 
the  county  and  at  Bloomington  Academy, 
although  he  did  not  graduate.  After  leav- 
ing college  he  rsad  law  with  Judge  Porter 
at  Corydon,  and  just  before  the  war  he  be- 
gan to  take  an  interest  in  politics.  Mr. 
Gresham  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from 
Harrison  county  as  a  Republican;  previous 
to  this  the  district  had  been  represented  by 
a  Democrat.  At  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  he  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  but 
served  in  that  regiment  only  a  short  time, 
when  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Indiana,  and  served  under  General 
Grant  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  as  brigadier- 
general.  Later  he  was  under  Sherman  in 
the  famous  "March  to  the  Sea,"  and  com- 
manded a  division  of  Blair's  corps  at  the 
siege  of  Atlanta  where  he  was  so  badly 
wounded  in  the  leg  that  he  was  compelled 
to  return  home.  On  his  way  home  he  was 
forced  to  stop  at  New  Albany,  where  he  re- 
mained a  year  before  he  was  able  to  leave. 
He  was  brevetted  major-general  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  While  at  New  Albany,  Mr. 
Gresham  was  appointed  state  agent,  his 
duty  being  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  state 
debt  in  New  York,  and  he  ran  twice  for 
congress    against  ex-Speaker  Kerr,  but  was 
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defeated  in  both  cases,  although  he  greatly 
reduced  the  Democratic  majority.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  President  Grant, 
who  offered  him  the  portfolio  of  the  interior 
but  Mr.  Gresham  declined,  but  accepted 
the  appointment  of  United  States  judge  for 
Indiana  to  succeed  David  McDonald. 
Judge  Gresham  served  on  the  United  States 
district  court  bench  until  1883.  when  he 
was  appointed  postmaster-general  by  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  but  held  that  office  only  a  few 
months  when  he  was  made  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Near  the  end  of  President 
Arthur's  term.  Judge  Gresham  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  United  States  circuit 
court  of  the  district  composed  of  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  contiguous  states,  which  he  held 
until  1893.  Judge  Gresham  was  one  of  the 
presidential  possibilities  in  the  National  Re- 
publican convention  in  1888,  when  General 
Harrison  was  nominated,  and  was  also  men- 
tioned for  president  in  1892.  Later  the 
People's  party  made  a  strenuous  effort  to 
induce  him  to  become  their  candidate  for 
president,  he  refusing  the  offer,  however, 
and  a  few  weeks  before  the  election  he  an- 
nounced that  he  would  support  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, the  Democratic  nominee  for  president. 
Upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Cleveland  in  the 
fall  of  1892,  Judge  Gresham  was  made  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  filled  that  position 
until  his  death  on  May  28,  1895,  at  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 


ELISHA  B.  ANDREWS,  noted  as  an  ed- 
ucator and  college  president,  was  born 
at  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire,  January  10, 
1844,  his  father  and  mother  being  Erastus 
and  Elmira  (Bartlett)  Andrews.  In  1861, 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment as  private  and  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery,  and  in    1863   was  promoted  to  the 


rank  of  second  lieutenant.  Returning  home 
he  was  prepared  for  college  at  Powers  In- 
stitute and  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  and 
entered  Brown  University.  From  here  he 
was  graduated  in  1870.  For  the  succeeding 
two  years  he  was  principal  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  Connecticut. 
Completing  a  course  at  the  Newton  Theo- 
logical Institute,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  church  at  Beverly,  Massa- 
chusetts, July  2,  1874.  The  following 
year  he  became  president  of  the  Denison 
University,  at  Granville,  Ohio.  In  1879 
he  accepted  the  professorship  of  homiletics, 
pastoral  duties  and  church  polity  at  Newton 
Theological  Institute.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  to  the  chair  of  history  and  political 
economy  at  Brown  University.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Nebraska  honored  him  with  an 
LL.  D.  in  1884,  and  the  same  year  Colby 
University  conferred  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
In  1888  he  became  professor  of  political 
economy  and  public  economy  at  Cornell 
University,  but  the  next  year  returned  to 
Brown  University  as  its  president.  From 
the  time  of  his  inauguration  the  college  work 
broadened  in  many  ways.  Many  timely 
and  generous  donations  from  friends  and 
alumni  of  the  college  were  influenced  by 
him,  and  large  additions  made  to  the  same. 
Professor  Andrews  published,  in  1887, 
"Institutes  of  General  History,"  and  in 
1888,  "  Institutes  of  Economics." 


JOHN  WILLIAM  DRAPER,  the  subject 
of  the  present  biography,  was,  during  his 
life,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  chemists 
and  scientific  writers  in  America.  He  was 
an  Englishman  by  birth,  born  at  Liverpool, 
May  5,  181 1,  and  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  receiving  an  excellent  education, 
graduating  at  the  University  of  London.  In 
1833   he  came   to   the  United    States,  and 
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settled  first  in  Pennsylvania.  He  graduated 
in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  1836,  and  for  three  years  following 
was  professor  of  chemistry  and  physiology 
at  Hampden-Sidney  College.  He  then  be- 
came professor  of  chemistry  in  the  New  York 
University,  with  which  institution  he  was 
prominently  connected  for  many  years.  It 
is  stated  on  excellent  authority  that  Pro- 
fessor Draper,  in  1839,  took  the  first  photo- 
graphic picture  ever  taken  from  life.  He 
was  a  great  student,  and  carried  on  many 
important  and  intricate  experiments  along 
scientific  lines.  He  discovered  many  of  the 
fundamental  facts  of  spectrum  analysis, 
which  he  published.  He  published  a  number 
of  works  of  great  merit,  many  of  which  are 
recognized  as  authority  upon  the  subjects  of 
which  they  treat.  Among  his  work  were: 
"Human  Physiology,  Statistical  and  Dyna- 
mical of  the  Conditions  and  Cause  of  Life 
in  Man,"  "History  of  Intellectual  Develop- 
ment of  Europe,"  "  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can Civil  War,"  besides  a  number  of  works 
on  chemistry,  optics  and  mathematics.  Pro- 
fessor Draper  continued  to  hold  a  high  place 
among  the  scientific  scholars  of  America 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 


GEORGE  W.  PECK,  ex-governor  of 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  and  a  famous 
journalist  and  humorist,  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son county.  New  York,  September  28,  1840. 
When  he  was  about  three  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  settling  near 
Whitewater,  where  young  Peck  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools.  At  fifteen 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  "Whitewater 
Register, "  where  he  learned  the  printer's 
art.  He  helped  start  the  "Jefferson  County 
Republican"  later  on,  but  sold  out  his 
interest  therein  and  set  type  in  the  office  of 


the  "State  Journal,"  at  Madison.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry  as  a  private,  and 
after  serving  four  years  returned  a  second 
lieutenant.  He  then  started  the  "  Ripon 
Representative,"  which  he  sold  not  long 
after,  and  removing  to  New  York,  was  on 
the  staff  of  Mark  Pomeroy's  "Democrat." 
Going  to  La  Crosse,  later,  he  conducted  the 
La  Crosse  branch  paper,  a  half  interest  in 
which  he  bought  in  1874.  He  next  started 
"Peck's  Sun,"  which  four  years  later  he 
removed  to  Milwaukee.  While  in  La 
Crosse  he  was  chief  of  police  one  year,  and 
also  chief  clerk  of  the  Democratic  assembly 
in  1874.  It  was  in  1878  that  Mr.  Peck 
took  his  paper  to  Milwaukee,  and  achieved 
his  first  permanent  success,  the  circulation 
increasing  to  80,000.  For  ten  years  he  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  original,  versa- 
tile and  entertaining  writers  in  the  country, 
and  he  has  delineated  every  phase  of 
country  newspaper  life,  army  life,  domestic 
experience,  travel  and  city  adventure.  Up 
to  1890  Mr.  Peck  took  but  little  part  in 
politics,  but  in  that  year  was  elected  mayor 
of  Milwaukee  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  following  August  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Wisconsin  by  a  large  majority, 
the  "Bennett  School  Bill"  figuring  to  a 
large  extent  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Peck,  besides  many  newspaper  arti- 
cles in  his  peculiar  vein  and  numerous  lect- 
ures, bubbling  over  with  fun,  is  known  to 
fame  by  the  following  books:  "Peck's  Bad 
Boy  and  his  Pa,"  and  "The  Grocery  Man 
and  Peck's  Bad  Boy." 


CHARLES  O'CONOR,  who  was  for 
many  years  the  acknowledged  leader 
of  the  legal  profession  of  New  York  City, 
was  also  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
lawyers   America   has  produced.      He  was 
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born  in  New  York  City  in  1804,  his  father 
being  an  educated  Irish  gentleman.  Charles 
received  a  common-school  education,  and 
early  took  up  the  study  of  law,  being  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  1824.  His  close  ap- 
plication and  untiring  energy  and  industry 
soon  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
profession,  and  within  a  few  years  he  was 
handling  many  of  the  most  important  cases. 
One  of  the  first  great  cases  he  had  and  which 
gained  him  a  wide  reputation,  was  that  of 
"Jack,  the  Fugitive  Slave,"  in  1835,  in  which 
his  masterful  argument  before  the  supreme 
court  attracted  wide  attention  and  com- 
ment. Charles  O'Conor  was  a  Democrat 
all  his  life.  He  did  not  aspire  to  ofBce- 
holding,  however,  and  never  held  any  office 
except  that  of  district  attorney  under  Presi- 
dent Pierce's  administration,  which  he  only 
retained  a  short  time.  He  took  an  active 
interest,  however,  in  public  questions,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  state  (New  York)  con- 
stitutional convention  in  1864.  In  1868  he 
was  nominated  for  the  presidency  by  the 
"  Extreme  Democrats."  His  death  occurred 
in  May,  1884. 

SIMON  BOLIVAR  BUCKNER,  a  noted 
American  officer  and  major-general  in 
the  Confederate  army,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1823.  He  graduated  from  West 
Point  Military  Academy  in  1844,  served  in 
the  United  States  infantry  and  was  later  as- 
signed to  commissary  duty  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  served  several  years  at  fron- 
tier posts,  and  was  assistant  professor  in  the 
military  academy  in  1846.  He  was  with 
General  Scott  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  en- 
gaged in  all  the  battles  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  capture  of  the  Mexican  capital.  He 
was  wounded  at  Cherubusco  and  brevetted 
first  lieutenant,  and  at  Molino  del  Rey  was 
brevetted  captain.     After  the  close  of  the 


Mexican  war  he  returned  to  West  Point  as 
assistant  instructor,  and  was  then  assigned 
to  commissary  duty  at  New  York.  He  re- 
signed in  1855  and  became  su{>erintendent 
of  construction  of  the  Chicago  custom  house. 
He  was  made  adjutant-genecal,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  of  Illinois  militia,  and  was 
colonel  of  Illinois  volunteers  raised  for  the 
Utah  expedition,  but  was  not  mustered  into 
service.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  settled  on  a  farm  near  Louisville 
and  became  inspector-general  in  command 
of  the  Kentucky  Home  Guards.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  was  given  command  at 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  which  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  after  the  capture  of 
Fort  Henry.  He  then  retired  to  Fort  Don- 
elson,  and  was  there  captured  with  sixteen 
thousand  men,  and  an  immense  store  of  pro- 
visions, by  General  Grant,  in  February, 
1862.  He  was  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
at  Fort  Warren  until  August  of  that  year. 
He  commanded  a  division  of  Hardee's  corps 
in  Bragg's  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was 
afterward  assigned  to  the  third  division  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
and  Murfreesboro.  He  was  with  Kirby 
Smith  when  that  general  surrendered  his 
army  to  General  Canby  in  May,  1865.  He 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  vice- 
presidency  on  the  Gold  Democratic  ticket 
with  Senator  John  M.  Palmer  in  1896. 


SIMON  KENTON,  one  of  the  famous  pio- 
neers and  scouts  whose  names  fill  the 
pages  of  the  early  history  of  our  country, 
was  born  in  Fauquier  county,  Virginia, 
April  3,  1755.  In  consequence  of  an  affray, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  yoimg  Kenton  went 
to  Kentucky,  then  the  "Dark  and  Bloody 
Ground,"  and  became  associated  with  Dan- 
iel Boone  and  other  pioneers  of  that  region. 
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For  a  short  time  he  acted  as  a  scout  and 
spy  for  Lord  Dunmore,  the  British  governor 
of  Virginia,  but  afterward  taking  the  side 
of  the  struggling  colonists,  participated  in 
the  war  for  independence  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies.  In  1784  he  returned  to  Virginia, 
but  did  not  remain  there  long,  going  back 
with  his  family  to  Kentucky.  From 
that  time  until  1793  he  participated  in  all 
the  combats  and  battles  of  that  time,  and 
until  "Mad  Anthony"  Wayne  swept  the 
Valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  settled  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  whites  in  that  region.  Kenton 
laid  claim  to  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  new 
country  he  had  helped  to  open  up,  but 
through  ignorance  of  law,  and  the  growing 
value  of  the  land,  lost  it  all  and  was  reduced 
to  poverty.  During  the  war  with  England 
in  1812-15,  Kenton  took  part  in  the  inva- 
sion of  Canada  with  the  Kentucky  troops 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 
He  finally  had  land  granted  him  by  the 
legislature  of  I\entucky,  and  received  a  pen- 
sion from  the  United  States  government. 
He  died  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  April  29, 
1836.  

ELIHU  BENJAMIN  WASHBURNE,  an 
American  statesman  of  eminence,  was 
born  in  Livermore,  Maine,  September  23, 
1 8 16.  He  learned  the  trade  of  printer,  but 
abandoned  that  calling  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  entered  the  Kent's  Hill  Academy  at 
Reading,  Maine,  and  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  reading  in  Hallowell,  Boston,  and  at 
the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  began  prac- 
tice at  Galena,  Illinois,  in  1840.  He  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1852,  and  represented 
his  district  in  that  body  continuously  until 
March,  1869,  and  at  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment he  had  served  a  greater  number  of 
consecutive  terms  than  any  other  member 
of  the  house.      In  1873  President  Grant  ap- 


pointed him  secretary  of  state,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  to  accept  that  of  minister 
to  France.  During  the  Franco-Prussian 
war,  including  the  siege  of  Paris  and  the 
reign  of  the  Commune,  Mr.  Washburne  re- 
mained at  his  post,  protecting  the  lives  and 
property  of  his  countrymen,  as  well  as  that 
of  other  foreign  residents  in  Paris,  while  the 
ministers  of  all  other  powers  abandoned 
their  posts  at  a  time  when  they  were  most 
needed.  As  far  as  possible  he  extended 
protection  to  unfortunate  German  residents, 
who  were  the  particular  objects  of  hatred  of 
the  populace,  and  his  firmness  and  the  suc- 
cess which  attended  his  efforts  won  the  ad- 
miration of  all  Europe.  Mr.  Washburne 
died  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  October  22,  1887. 


WILLIAM  CRAMP,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  shipbuilders  of  this  coun- 
try, was  born  in  Kensington,  then  a  suburb, 
now  a  part  of  Philadelphia,  in  1806.  He 
received  a  thorough  English  education,  and 
when  he  left  school  was  associated  with 
Samuel  Grice,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
naval  architects  of  his  day.  In  1830,  hav- 
ing mastered  all  the  details  of  shipbuilding, 
Mr.  Cramp  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  By  reason  of  ability  and  excel- 
lent work  he  prospered  from  the  start,  until 
now,  in  the  hands  of  his  sons,  under  the 
name  of  William  Cramp  &  Sons'  Ship  and 
Engine  Building  Company,  it  has  become  the 
most  complete  shipbuilding  plant  and  naval 
arsenal  in  the  western  hemisphere,  and  fully 
equal  to  any  in  the  world.  As  Mr.  Cramp's 
sons  attained  manhood  they  learned  their 
father's  profession,  and  were  admitted  to  a 
partnership.  In  1872  the  firm  was  incor- 
porated under  the  title  given  above.  Until 
i860  wood  was  used  in  building  vessels,  al- 
though pace  was  kept  with  all  advances  in 
the  art  of  shipbuilding.     At  the  opening  of 
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the  war  came  an  unexpected  demand  for 
war  vessels,  which  they  promptly  met.  The 
sea-going  ironclad  "New  Ironsides"  was 
built  by  them  in  1862,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  formidable  ironclads  and  the  cruiser 
"Chattanooga."  They  subsequently  built 
several  war  vessels  for  the  Russian  and 
other  governments  which  added  to  their 
reputation.  When  the  American  steamship 
line  was  established  in  1870,  the  Cramps 
were  commissioned  to  build  for  it  four  first- 
class  iron  steamships,  the  "  Pennsylvania," 
"Ohio,"  "Indiana"  and  "Illinois,"  which 
they  turned  out  in  rapid  order,  some  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  naval  architecture  of 
their  day.  William  Cramp  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  great  company  he  had  founded 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  6, 
1879. 

Charles  H.  Cramp,  the  successor  of  his 
father  as  head  of  the  William  Cramp  & 
Sons'  Ship  and  Engine  Building  Company, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia  May  9,  1829,  and 
received  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
city,  which  he  sedulously  sought  to  sup- 
plement by  close  study  until  he  became 
an  authority  on  general  subjects  and  the 
best  naval  architect  on  the  western  hemis- 
phere. Many  of  the  best  vessels  of  our 
new  navy  were  built  by  this  immense  con- 
cern. 

W.\SHINGTON  ALLSTON,  probably 
the  greatest  American  painter,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1779.  He  was 
sent  to  school  at  the  age  of  seven  years  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  met  Ed- 
ward Malbone,  two  years  his  senior,  and 
who  later  became  a  pamter  of  note.  The 
friendship  that  sprang  up  between  them  un- 
doubtedly influenced  young  AUston  in  the 
choice  of  a  profession.  He  graduated  from 
Harvard   in   1800,  and  went  to  England  the 


following  year,  after  pursuing  his  studies  for 
a  year  under  his  friend  Malbone  at  his  home 
in  South  Carolina.  He  became  a  student 
at  the  Royal  Academy  where  the  great 
American,  Benjamin  West,  presided,  and 
who  became  his  intimate  friend.  Allston 
later  went  to  Paris,  and  then  to  Italy,  where 
four  years  were  spent,  mostly  at  Rome.  In 
1809  he  returned  to  America,  but  soon  after 
returned  to  London,  having  married  in  the 
meantime  a  sister  of  Dr.  Channing.  In 
a  short  time  his  first  great  work  appeared, 
"The  Dead  Man  Restored  to  Life  by  the 
Bones  of  Elisha,"  which  took  the  British 
Association  prize  and  firmly  established  his 
reputation.  Other  paintings  followed  in 
quick  succession,  the  greatest  among  which 
were  "Uriel  in  the  Center  of  the  Sun," 
"Saint  Peter  Liberated  by  the  Angel,"  and 
"Jacob's  Dream,"  supplemented  by  many 
smaller  pieces.  Hard  work,  and  grief  at  the 
death  of  his  wife  began  to  tell  upon  his  health, 
and  he  left  London  in  18 18  for  America. 
The  same  year  he  was  elected  an  associate 
of  the  Royal  Academy.  During  the  next 
few  years  he  painted  "Jeremiah,"  "Witch 
ofEndor,"  and  "Beatrice."  In  1830  Alls- 
ton  married  a  daughter  of  Judge  Dana,  and 
went  to  Cambridge,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  death.  Here  he  produced  the 
"Vision  of  the  Bloody  Hand,"  "Rosalie," 
and  many  less  noted  pieces,  and  had  given 
one  week  of  labor  to  his  unfinished  master- 
piece, "Belshazzar's  Feast,"  when  death 
ended  his  career  July  9,  1843. 


JOHN  ROACH,  ship  builder  and  manu- 
facturer, whose  career  was  a  marvel  of 
industrial  labor,  and  who  impressed  his  in- 
dividuality and  genius  upon  the  times  in 
which  he  lived  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  manufacturer  in  America.  He  was 
born   at    Mitchelstown,    County  Cork,   Ire- 
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land,  December  25,  181 5,  the  son  of  a 
wealthy  merchant.  He  attended  school 
until  he  was  thirteen,  when  his  father  be- 
came financially  embarrassed  and  failed 
and  shortly  after  died;  John  determined  to 
come  to  America  and  carve  out  a  fortune 
for  himself.  He  landed  in  New  York  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  and  soon  obtained  employ- 
ment at  the  Howell  Iron  Works  in  New  Jer- 
sey, at  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  He  soon 
made  himself  a  place  in  the  world,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  years  had  saved  some 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  which  he  lost  by 
the  failure  of  his  employer,  in  whose  hands 
it  was  left.  Returning  to  New  York  he 
began  to  learn  how  to  make  castings  for 
marine  engines  and  ship  work.  Having 
again  accumulated  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
company  with  three  fellow  workmen,  he 
purchased  a  small  foundry  in  New  York, 
but  soon  became  sole  proprietor.  At  the 
end  of  four  years  he  had  saved  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  besides  enlarging  his  works. 
In  1856  his  works  were  destroyed  by  a 
boiler  explosion,  and  being  unable  to  collect 
the  insurance,  was  left,  after  paying  his 
debts,  without  a  dollar.  However,  his 
credit  and  reputation  for  integrity  was  good, 
and  he  built  the  Etna  Iron  Works,  giving  it 
capacity  to  construct  larger  marine  engines 
than  any  previously  built  in  this  country. 
Here  he  turned  out  immense  engines  for 
the  steam  ram  Dunderberg,  for  the  war  ves- 
sels Winooski  and  Neshaning,  and  other 
large  vessels.  To  accommodate  his  increas- 
ing business,  Mr.  Roach,  in  1869,  pur- 
chased the  Morgan  Iron  Works,  one  of  the 
largest  in  New  York,  and  shortly  after  sev- 
eral others.  In  1871  he  bought  the  Ches- 
ter ship  yards,  which  he  added  to  largely, 
erecting  a  rolling  mill  and  blast  furnace,  and 
providing  every  facility  for  building  a  ship 
out  of  the  ore  and  timber.     This  immense 


plant  covered  a  large  area,  was  valued  at 
several  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  known 
as  the  Delaware  River  Iron  Shipbuilding 
and  Engine  Works,  of  which  Mr.  Roach 
was  the  principal  owner.  He  built  a  large 
percentage  of  the  iron  vessels  now  flying 
the  American  flag,  the  bulk  of  his  business 
being  for  private  parties.  In  1875  he  built 
the  sectional  dry  docks  at  Pensacola.  He, 
about  this  time,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
government  to  the  use  of  compound  marine 
engines,  and  thus  was  the  means  of  im- 
proving the  speed  and  economy  of  the  ves- 
sels of  our  new  navy.  In  18S3  Mr.  Roach 
commenced  work  on  the  three  cruisers  for 
the  government,  the  "Chicago,"  "Boston" 
and  "Atlanta,"  and  the  dispatch  boat 
"  Dolphin."  For  some  cause  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  refused  to  receive  the  latter  and 
decided  that  Mr.  Roach's  contract  would 
not  hold.  This  embarrassed  Mr.  Roach, 
as  a  large  amount  of  his  capital  was  in- 
volved in  these  contracts,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  bondsmen  and  creditors,  July  18, 
1885,  he  made  an  assignment,  but  the 
financial  trouble  broke  down  his  strong  con- 
stitution, and  January  10,  1S87,  he  died. 
His  son,  John  B.  Roach,  succeeded  to  the 
shipbuilding  interests,  while  Stephen  W. 
Roach  inherited  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  at 
New  York. 

JOHN  SINGLETON  COPLEY,  one  of 
the  two  great  painters  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  true  American  art,  was  born 
in  Boston  in  1737,  one  year  earlier  than  his 
great  contemporary,  Benjamin  West.  His 
education  was  limited  to  the  common  schools 
of  that  time,  and  his  training  in  art  he  ob- 
tained by  his  own  observation  and  experi- 
ments solely.  When  he  was  about  seven- 
teen years  old  he  had  mapped  out  his  future, 
however,  by  choosing  painting  as  his  pro- 
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fession.  If  he  ever  studied  under  any 
teacher  in  his  early  efforts,  we  have  no  au- 
thentic account  of  it,  and  tradition  credits 
the  young  artist's  wonderful  success  en- 
tirely to  his  own  talent  and  untiring  effort. 
It  is  almost  incredible  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  his  income  from  his 
works  aggregated  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  a  very  great  sum  in  those  days. 
In  1774  he  went  to  Europe  in  search  of  ma- 
terial for  study,  which  was  so  rare  in  his 
native  land.  After  some  timespent  in  Italy 
he  finally  took  up  his  permanent  residence 
in  England.  In  1783  he  was  made  a  mem- 
ber ot  the  Royal  Academy,  and  later  his 
son  had  the  high  honor  of  becoming  lord 
chancellor  of  England  and  Lord  Lyndhurst. 
Many  specimens  of  Copley's  work  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Memorial  Hall  at  Harvard 
and  in  the  Boston  Museum,  as  well  as  a  few 
of  the  works  upon  which  he  modeled  his 
style.  Copley  was  essentially  a  portrait 
painter,  though  his  historical  paintings  at- 
tained great  celebrity,  his  masterpiece 
being  his  ' '  Death  of  Major  Pierson, "  though 
that  distinction  has  by  some  been  given  to 
his  "Death  of  Chatham."  It  is  said  that 
he  never  saw  a  good  picture  until  he  was 
thirty-five  years  old,  yet  his  portraits  prior 
to  that  period  are  regarded  as  rare  speci- 
mens.     He  died  in  181  5. 


HENRY  B.  PLANT,  one  of  the  greatest 
railroad  men  of  the  country,  became 
famous  as  president  of  the  Plant  system  of 
railway  and  steamer  lines,  and  also  the 
Southern  &  Te.xas  E.xpress  Co.  He  was 
born  in  October,  18 19,  at  Branford, 
Connecticut,  and  entered  the  railroad  serv- 
ice in  1844,  serving  as  express  messenger 
on  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven  Railroad  until 
1853,  during  which  time  he  had  entire 
charge  of  the  €xpr<'.s9  business  of  that  road. 


He  went  south  in  1853  2i"d  established  ex- 
press lines  on  various  southern  railways,  and 
in  1 861  organized  the  Southern  Express 
Co.,  and  became  its  president.  In  1879  he 
purchased,  with  others,  the  Atlantic  &  Gulf 
Railroad  of  Georgia,  and  later  reorganized 
the  Savannah,  Florida  &  Western  Railroad, 
of  which  he  became  president.  He  pur- 
chased and  rebuilt,  in  1880,  the  Savannah 
&  Charleston  Railroad,  now  Charleston  & 
Savannah.  Not  long  after  this  he  organ- 
ized the  Plant  Investment  Co.,  to  control 
these  railroads  and  advance  their  interests 
generally,  and  later  established  a  steamboat 
line  on  the  St.  John's  river,  in  Florida. 
From  1853  until  i860  he  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  southern  division  of 
the  Adams  E.xpress  Co.,  and  in  1867  be- 
came president  of  the  Texas  Express  Co. 
The  "Plant  system"  of  railway,  steamer 
and  steamship  lines  is  one  of  the  greatest 
business  corporations  of  the  southern  states. 


WADE  HAMPTON,  a  noted  Confeder- 
ate officer,  was  born  at  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  in  18 18.  He  graduated 
from  the  South  Carolina  College,  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  was  twice  elected 
to  the  legislature  of  his  state.  In  1861  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  and  command- 
ed the  "  Hampton  Legion"  at  the  first  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run,  in  July,  1861.  He  did 
meritorious  service,  was  wounded,  and  pro- 
moted to  brigadier-general.  He  command- 
ed a  brigade  at  Seven  Pines,  in  1862,  and 
was  again  wounded.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Antietam  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  and  participated  in  the  raid  into 
Pennsylvania  in  October.  In  1863  he  was 
with  Lee  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  was 
wounded  for  the  third  time.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  and 
commanded    a    troop   of   cavalry   in    Lee's 
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army  during  1864,  and  was  in  numerous  en- 
gagements. In  1865  he  was  in  South  Car- 
olina, and  commanded  the  cavalry  rear 
guard  of  the  Confederate  army  in  its  stub- 
born retreat  before  General  Sherman  on  his 
advance  toward  Richmond. 

After  the  war  Hampton  took  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  was  a  prominent  figure 
at  the  Democratic  national  convention  in 
1868,  which  nominated  Seymour  and  Blair 
for  president  and  vice-president.  He  was 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  United  States  senate  in  1879, 
where  he  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
national  affairs. 


NII\OLA  TESLA,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated electricians  America  has  known, 
was  born  in  1857,  at  Smiljau,  Lika,  Servia. 
He  descended  from  an  old  and  representative 
family  of  that  country.  His  father  was  a 
a  minister  of  the  Greek  church,  of  high  rank, 
while  his  mother  was  a  woman  of  remarka- 
ble skill  in  the  construction  of  looms,  churns 
and  the  machinery  required  in  a  rural  home. 
Nikola  received  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Gospich,  when  he  was 
sent  to  the  higher  "Real  Schule"  at  Karl- 
stadt,  where,  after  a  three  years'  course, 
he  graduated  in  1873.  He  devoted  him- 
self to  experiments  in  electricity  and 
magnetism,  to  the  chagrin  of  his  father, 
who  had  destined  him  for  the  ministry, 
but  giving  way  to  the  boy's  evident  genius 
he  was  allowed  to  continue  his  studies  in 
the  polytechnic  school  at  Grat2.  He  in- 
herited a  wonderful  intuition  which  enabled 
him  to  see  through  the  intricacies  of  ma- 
chinery, and  despite  his  instructor's  demon- 
stration that  a  dynamo  could  not  be  oper- 
ated without  commutators  or  brushes, 
began  experiments  which  finally  resulted  in 
his  rotating  field  motors.     After  the  study 


of  languages  at  Prague  and  Buda-Pesth,  he 
became  associated  with  M.  Puskas,  who 
had  introduced  the  telephone  into  Hungary. 
He  invented  several  improvements,  but 
being  unable  to  reap  the  necessary  benefit 
from  them,  he,  in  search  of  a  wider  field, 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  found  employment 
with  one  of  the  electric  lighting  companies 
as  electrical  engineer.  Soon  he  set  his  face 
westward,  and  coming  to  the  United  States 
for  a  time  found  congenial  employment  wrth 
Thomas  A.  Edison.  Finding  it  impossible, 
overshadowed  as  he  was,  to  carry  out  his 
own  ideas  he  left  the  Edison  works  to  join 
a  company  formed  to  place  his  own  inven- 
tions on  the  market.  He  perfected  his 
rotary  field  principle,  adapting  it  to  circuits 
then  in  operation.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
some  of  his  proved  theories  will  change  the 
entire  electrical  science.  It  would,  in  an 
article  of  this  length,  be  impossible  to  ex- 
plain all  that  Tesla  accomplished  for  the 
practical  side  of  electrical  engineering. 
His  discoveries  formed  the  basis  of  the  at- 
tempt to  utilize  the  water  power  of  Niagara 
Falls.  His  work  ranges  far  beyond  the 
vast  department  of  polyphase  currents  and 
high  potential  lighting  and  includes  many 
inventions  in  arc  lighting,  transformers, 
pyro  and  thermo-magnetic  motors,  new 
forms  of  incandescent  lamps,  unipolar  dyna- 
mos and  many  others. 


CHARLES  B.  LEWIS  won  fame  as  an 
American  humorist  under  the  name  of 
"M.  Quad."  It  is  said  he  owes  his 
celebrity  originally  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
once  mixed  up  in  a  boiler  explosion  on  the 
Ohio  river,  and  the  impressions  he  received 
from  the  event  he  set  up  from  his  case  when 
he  was  in  the  composing  room  of  an  ob- 
scure Michigan  paper.  His  style  possesses  a 
peculiar  quaintness,  and  there  runs  through 
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it  a  vein  of  philosophy.  Mr.  Lewis  was 
born  in  1S44,  near  a  town  called  Liverpool, 
Ohio.  He  was,  however,  raised  in  Lansing, 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  a  year  in  an  agri- 
cultural college,  going  from  there  to  the 
composing  room  of  the  "Lansing  Demo- 
crat." At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed in  the  service,  remained  during  the 
entire  war,  and  then  returned  to  Lansing. 
The  explosion  of  the  boiler  that  "blew  him 
into  fame, "  took  place  two  years  later,  while 
he  w'as  on  his  way  south.  When  he  re- 
covered physically,  he  brought  suit  for  dam- 
ages against  the  steamboat  company,  which 
he  gained,  and  was  awarded  a  verdict  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  for  injuries  re- 
ceived. It  was  while  he  was  employed  by 
the  "Jacksonian"  of  Pontiac,  Mich., that  he 
set  up  his  account  of  how  he  felt  while  being 
blown  up.  He  says  that  he  signed  it  "M 
Quad,"  because  "a  bourgeoise  em  quad  is 
useless  except  in  its  own  line — it  won't 
justify  with  any  other  type."  Soon  after, 
because  of  the  celebrity  he  attained  by  this 
screed,  Mr.  Lewis  secured  a  place  on  the 
staff  of  the  "  Detroit  Free  Press,"  and  made 
for  that  paper  a  wide  reputation.  His 
sketches  of  the  "Lime  Kiln  Club"  and 
"  Brudder  Gardner "  are  perhaps  the  best 
known  of  his  humorous  writings. 


HIRAM  S.  MAXIM,  the  famous  inventor, 
was  born  in  Sangersville,  Maine, 
February  5,  1840,  the  son  of  Isaac  W. 
and  Harriet  B.  Maxim.  The  town  of  his 
birth  was  but  a  small  place,  in  the 
woods,  on  the  confines  of  civilization, 
and  the  family  endured  many  hardships. 
They  were  without  means  and  entirely 
dependent  on  themselves  to  make  out  of 
raw  materials  all  they  needed.  The  mother 
was  an  expert  spinner,  weaver,  dyer  and 
seamstress  and  the  father  a  trapper,  tanner, 


miller,  blacksmith,  carpenter,  mason  and 
farmer.  Amid  such  surroundings  young 
Maxim  gave  early  promise  of  remarkable 
aptitude.  With  the  universal  Yankee  jack- 
knife  the  products  of  his  skill  excited  the 
wonder  and  interest  of  the  locality.  His 
parents  did  not  encourage  his  latent  genius 
but  apprenticed  him  to  a  coach  builder. 
Four  years  he  labored  at  this  uncongenial 
trade  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  forsook 
it  and  entered  a  machine  shop  at  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts.  Soon  mastering  the  details 
of  that  business  and  that  of  mechanical 
drawing,  he  went  to  Boston  as  the  foreman 
of  the  philosophical  instrument  manufactory. 
From  thence  he  went  to  New  York  and  with 
the  Novelty  Iron  Works  Shipbuilding  Co. 
he  gained  experience  in  those  trades.  His 
inventions  up  to  this  time  consisted  of 
improvements  in  steam  engines,  and  an 
automatic  gas  machine,  which  came  into 
general  use.  In  1877  he  turned  his  attention 
to  electricity,  and  in  1878  produced  an 
incandescent  lamp,  that  would  burn  1,000 
hours.  He  was  the  first  to  design  a  process 
for  flashing  electric  carbons,  and  the  first 
to  "standardize"  carbons  for  electric  light- 
ing. In  1880  he  visited  Europe  and  exhibit- 
ing, at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1881,  a  self- 
regulating  machine,  was  decorated  with  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  In  1883  he  returned  to 
London  as  the  European  representative  of  the 
United  States  Electric  Light  Co.  An  incident 
of  his  boyhood,  in  which  the  recoil  of  a  rifle 
was  noticed  by  him,  and  the  apparent  loss 
of  power  shown,  in  188 1-2  prompted  the 
invention  of  a  gun  which  utilizes  the  recoil  to 
automatically  load  and  fire  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  shots  per  minute.  The  Maxim- 
Nordenfelt  Gun  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  nine 
million  dollars,  grew  from  this.  In  1883  he 
patented  his  electric  training  gear  for  large 
guns.     And  later  turned  his  attention  to  fly- 
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ing  machines,  which  he  claimed  were  not  an 
impossibility.  He  took  out  over  one  hundred 
patents  for  smokeless  gunpowder,  and  for  pe- 
troleum and  other  motors  and  autocycles. 


JOHN  DAVISON  ROCKEFELLER, 
one  of  America's  very  greatest  financiers 
and  philanthropists,  was  born  in  Richford, 
Tioga  county,  New  York,  July  8,  1839.  He 
received  a  common-school  education  in  his 
native  place,  and  in  1853,  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  entered  the 
high  school  of  that  city.  After  a  two-years' 
course  of  diligent  work,  he  entered  the  com- 
mission and  forwarding  house  of  Hewitt  & 
Tuttle,  of  Cleveland,  remaining  with  the 
firm  some  years,  and  then  began  business 
for  himself,  forming  a  partnership  with 
Morris  B.  Clark.  Mr.  Rockefeller  was  then 
but  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  during  the 
year  i860,  in  connection  with  others,  they 
started  the  oil  refining  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Andrews,  Clark  &  Co.  Mr. 
Rockefeller  and  Mr.  Andrews  purchased  the 
interest  of  their  associates,  and,  after  taking 
William  Rockefeller  into  the  firm, established 
offices  in  Cleveland  under  the  name  of 
William  Rockefeller  &  Co.  Shortly  after 
this  the  house  of  Rockefeller  &  Co.  was  es- 
tablished in  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  a  market  for  their  products, -and  two 
years  later  all  the  refining  companies  were 
consolidated  under  the  firm  name  of  Rocke- 
feller, Andrews  &  Flagler.  This  firm  was 
succeeded  in  1870  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  Ohio,  said  to  be  the  most 
gigantic  business  corporation  of  modern 
times.  John  D.  Rockefeller's  fortune  has 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hun- 
dred million  to  two  hundred  million  dollars. 
Mr.  Rockefeller's  philanthropy  mani- 
fested itself  principally  through  the  American 
Baptist  Educational  Society.     He  donated 


the  building  for  the  Spelman  Institute  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  a  school  for  the  instruction 
of  negroes.  His  other  gifts  were  to  the 
University  of  Rochester,  Cook  Academy, 
Peddie  Institute,  and  Vassar  College,  be- 
sides smaller  gifts  to  many  institutions 
throughout  the  country.  His  princely  do- 
nations, however,  were  to  the  University  of 
Chicago.  His  first  gift  to  this  institution 
was  a  conditional  offer  of  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  1889,  and  when  this  amount 
was  paid  he  added  one  million  more.  Dur- 
ing 1892  he  made  it  two  gifts  of  one  million 
each,  and  all  told,  his  donations  to  this  one 
institution  aggregated  between  seven  and 
eight  millions  of  dollars. 


JOHN  M.  PALMER.— For  over  a  third 
of  a  century  this  gentleman  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  political  world,  both 
in  the  state  of  Illinois  and  on  the  broader 
platform  of  national  issues. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  at  Eagle  Creek, 
Scott  county,  Kentucky,  September  13, 
1 8 17.  The  family  subsequently  removed 
to  Christian  county,  in  the  same  state,  where 
he  acquired  a  common-school  education,  and 
made  his  home  until  1831.  His  father  was 
•opposed  to  slavery,  and  in  the  latter  year 
removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  Alton. 
In  1834  John  entered  Alton  College,  or- 
ganized on  the  manual-labor  plan,  but  his 
funds  failing,  abandoned  it  and  entered  a 
cooper  shop.  He  subsequently  was  en- 
gaged in  peddling,  and  teaching  a  district 
school  near  Canton.  In  1838  he  began  the 
study  of  law,  and  the  following  year  re- 
moved to  Carlinville,  where,  in  December  of 
that  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
was  shortly  after  defeated  for  county  clerk. 
In  1843  he  was  elected  probate  judge.  In 
the  constitutional  convention  of  1847,  Mr. 
Palmer  was  a   delegate,  and   from  1849  to 
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185 1  he  was  county  judge.  In  1852  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  state  senate,  but  not 
being  with  his  party  on  the  slavery  question 
he  resigned  that  office  in  1854.  In  1856 
Mr.  Palmer  was  chairman  of  the  first  Re- 
publican state  convention  held  in  Illinois, 
and  the  same  year  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  convention.  In  i860  he  was  an 
elector  on  the  Lincoln  ticket,  and  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  entered  the  service 
as  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, but  was  shortly  after  brevetted  brigadier- 
general.  In  August,  1862,  he  organized 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  but  in  September  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  first  division  of 
the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  afterward  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general.  In 
1865  he  was  assigned  to  the  military  ad- 
ministration in  Kentucky.  In  1867  General 
Pplmer  was  elected  governor  of  Illinois  and 
s«"rved  four  years.  In  1872  he  went  with 
the  Liberal  Republicans,  who  supported 
Horace  Greeley,  after  which  time  he  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  United  States  senator 
from  Illinois,  and  served  as  such  for  six 
years.  In  1896,  on  the  adoption  of  the  sil- 
ver plank  in  the  platform  of  the  Democratic 
party,  General  Palmer  consented  to  lead, 
as  presidential  candidate,  the  National  Dem- 
ocrats, or  Gold  Democracy. 


WILLIAM  H.  BEARD,  the  humorist 
among  American  painters,  was  born 
at  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  1821.  His  father, 
James  H.  Beard,  was  also  a  painter  of  na- 
tional reputation.  William  H.  Beard  be- 
gan his  career  as  a  traveling  portrait 
painter.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  New 
York,  and  later  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  achieved  reputation.     He  then   went  to 


Italy  and  after  a  short  stay  returned  to  New 
York  and  opened  a  studio.  One  of  his 
earliest  paintings  was  a  small  picture  called 
"Cat  and  Kittens, "  which  was  placed  in 
the  National  Academy  on  exhibition.  Among 
his  best  productions  are  "Raining  Cats  and 
Dogs,"  "The  Dance  of  Silenus, "  "Bears 
on  a  Bender,"  "Bulls  and  Bears,"  "  Whoo!" 
"  Grimalkin's  Dream,"  "  Little  Red  Riding 
Hood,"  "The  Guardian  of  the  Flag."  His 
animal  pictures  convey  the  most  ludicrous 
and  satirical  ideas,  and  the  intelligent, 
human  expression  in  their  faces  is  most 
comical.  Some  artists  and  critics  have  re- 
fused to  give  Mr.  Beard  a  place  among  the 
first  circles  in  art,  solely  on  account  of  the 
class  of  subjects  he  has  chosen. 


WW.  CORCORAN,  the  noted  philan- 
throphist,  was  born  at  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia;  December  27,  1798. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  entered  the 
banking  business  in  Washington,  and  in 
time  became  very  wealthy.  He  was 
noted  for  his  magnificent  donations  to  char- 
ity. Oak  Hill  cemetery  was  donated  to 
Georgetown  in  1847,  and  ten  years  later  the 
Corcoran  Art  Gallery,  Temple  of  Art,  was 
presented  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
uncompleted  building  was  utilized  by  the 
government  as  quartermaster's  headquar- 
ters during  the  war.  The  building  was 
completed  after  the  war  at  a  cost  of  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  dollars,  all  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Corcoran.  The  Louise  Home  for  Women 
is  another  noble  charity  to  his  credit.  Its 
object  is  the  care  of  women  of  gentle  breed- 
ing who  in  declining  years  are  without 
means  of  support.  In  addition  to  this  he 
gave  liberally  to  many  worthy  institutions 
of  learning  and  charity.  He  died  at  Wash- 
ington February  24,  1888. 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPHY. 


197 


ALBERT  BIERSTADT,  the  noted  paint- 
er of  American  landscape,  was  born  in 
Dusseldorf,  Germany,  in  1829,  and  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  He  received  his  early 
education  here,  but  returned  to  Dusseldorf 
to  study  painting,  and  also  went  to  Rome. 
■On  his  return  to  America  he  accompanied 
l^ander's  expedition  across  the  continent,  in 
1858,  and  soon  after  produced  his  most 
popular  work,  "The  Rocky  Mountains — 
Lander's  Peak. "  Its  boldness  and  grandeur 
were  so  unusual  that  it  made  him  famous. 
The  picture  sold  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars.  In  1867  Mr.  Bierstadt  went  to 
Europe,  with  a  government  commission, 
and  gathered  materials  for  his  great  historic- 
al work,  "Discovery  of  the  North  River 
by  Hendrik  Hudson."  Others  of  his  great 
works  were  "Storm  in  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains," "  Valley  of  the  Yosemite,"  "North 
Fork  of  the  Platte,"  "Diamond  Pool," 
"Mount  Hood,"  "Mount  Rosalie,"  and 
"The  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains."  His 
"Estes  Park"  sold  for  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  "Mount  Rosalie"  brought 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  His  smaller 
Rocky  mountain  scenes,  however,  are  vast- 
ly superior  to  his  larger  works  in  execution 
and  coloring. 

ADDISON  CAMMACK,  a  famous  mill- 
ionaire Wall  street  speculator,  was 
born  in  Kentucky.  When  sixteen  years  old 
he  ran  away  from  home  and  went  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  went  to  work  in  a  ship- 
ping house.  He  outlived  and  outworked 
all  the  partners,  and  became  the  head  of  the 
firm  before  tne  opening  of  the  war.  At 
that  time  he  fitted  out  small  vessels  and  en- 
gaged in  running  the  blockade  of  southern 
ports  and  carrying  ammunition,  merchan- 
dise,  etc.,   to  the    southern    people.      This 


made  him  a  fortune.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  quit  business  and  went  to  New 
York.  For  two  years  he  did  not  enter  any 
active  business,  but  seemed  to  be  simply  an 
on-looker  in  the  great  speculative  center  of 
America.  He  was  observing  keenly  the 
methods  and  financial  machinery,  however, 
and  when,  in  1867,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  the  popular  Charles  J.  Osborne,  the 
firm  began  to  prosper.  He  never  had  an 
office  on  the  street,  but  wandered  into  the 
various  brokers'  offices  and  placed  his  orders 
as  he  saw  fit.  In  1873  he  dissolved  his 
partnership  with  Osborne  and  operated 
alone.  He  joined  a  band  of  speculative 
conspirators  known  as  the  "Twenty-third 
party,"  and  was  the  ruling  spirit  in  that  or- 
ganization for  the  control  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket. He  was  always  on  the  ' '  bear  "  side  and 
the  only  serious  obstacle  he  ever  encoun- 
tered was  the  persistent  boom  in  industrial 
stocks,  particularly  sugar,  engineered  by 
James  R.  Keane.  Mr.  Cammack  fought 
Keane  for  two  years,  and  during  the  time  is 
said  to  have  lost  no  less  than  two  million 
dollars  before  he  abandoned  the  fisrht. 


WALT.  WHITMAN.— Foremost  among 
the  lesser  poets  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  adorns  the  head  of  this  article  takes 
a  conspicuous  place. 

Whitman  was  born  at  West  Hills,  Long 
Island,  New  York,  May  13,  1809.  In  the 
schools  of  Brooklyn  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  education,  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
printer's  trade.  For  a  time  he  taught  coun- 
try schools  in  his  native  state.  In  1846-7 
he  was  editor  of  the  "  Brooklyn  Eagle,  " 
but  in  1848-9  was  on  the  editorial  staff  of 
the  "Crescent,"  of  New  Orleans.  He 
made  an  extended  tour  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  returned  to 
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Brooklyn,  where,  in  1850,  he  published  the 
"Freeman.  "  For  some  years  succeeding 
this  he  was  engaged  as  carpenter  and  builder. 
During  the  Civil  war.  Whitman  acted  as 
a  volunteer  nurse  in  the  hospitals  at 
Washington  and  vicinity  and  from  the  close 
of  hostilities  until  1873  he  was  employed 
in  various  clerkships  in  the  government 
offices  in  the  nation's  capital.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  as  a 
result  of  his  labors  in  the  hospital,  it  is 
said,  and  being  partially  disabled  lived  for 
many  years  at  Camden,   New  Jersey. 

The  first  edition  of  the  work  which  was 
to  bring  him  fame,  "Leaves  of  Grass,"  was 
published  in  1855  and  was  but  a  small 
volume  of  about  ninety-four  pages.  Seven 
or  eight  editions  of  "Leaves  of  Grass"  have 
been  issued,  each  enlarged  and  enr-iched  with 
new  poems.  "Drum  Taps,"  at  first  a 
separate  publication,  has  been  incorporated 
with  the  others.  This  volume  and  one 
prose  writing  entitled  "  Specimen  Days  and 
Collect,"  constituted  his  whole  work. 

Walt.  Whitman  died  at  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  March  26,  1892. 


HENRY  DUPONT,  who  became  cele- 
brated as  America's  greatest  manufact- 
urer of  gunpowder,  was  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, born  August  8,  18 12.  He  received 
his  education  in  its  higher  branches  at  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  from  which  he  graduated  and  entered 
the  army  as  second  lieutenant  of  artillery  in 
1833.  In  1834  he  resigned  and  became 
proprietor  of  the  extensive  gunpowder 
manufacturing  plant  that  bears  his  name, 
near  Wilmington,  Delaware.  His  large 
business  interests  interfered  with  his  tak- 
ing any  active  participation  in  political 
life,  although  for  many  years  he  served 
as  adjutant-general  of  his  native  state,  and 


during  the  war  as  major-general  command- 
ing the  Home  Guards.  He  died  August  S, 
1889.  His  son,  Henry  A.  Dupont,  also  was 
a  native  of  Delaware,  and  was  born  July  30, 
1838.  After  graduating  from  West  Point 
in  1 86 1,  he  entered  the  army  as  second 
lieutenant  of  engineers.  Shortly  after  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Artillery  as  first 
lieutenant.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain  in  1864,  serving  in  camp  and 
garrison  most  of  the  time.  He  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  battery  in  the  campaign  of 
1863-4.  As  chief  of  artillery  of  the  army  of 
West  Virginia,  he  figured  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  in  the  battles  of  Opequan, 
Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  besides 
many  minor  engagements.  He  afterward 
acted  as  instructor  in  the  artillery  school  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  on  special  duty  at 
West  Point.  He  resigned  from  the  army 
March  i,  1875. 


WILLIAM  DEERING,  one  of  the  fa- 
mous manufacturers  of  America,  and 
also  a  philanthropist  and  patron  of  educa- 
tion, was  born  in  Maine  in  1826.  His  an- 
cestors were  English,  having  settled  in  New 
England  in  1634.  Early  in  life  it  was  Will- 
iam's intention  to  become  a  phjsician,  and 
after  completing  his  common-school  educa- 
tion, when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  with  a  physician. 
A  short  time  later,  however,  at  the  request 
of  his  father,  he  took  charge  of  his  father's 
business  interests,  which  included  a  woolen 
mill,  retail  store  and  grist  mill,  after  which 
he  became  agent  for  a  dry  goods  commission 
house  in  Portland,  where  he  was  married. 
Later  he  became  partner  in  the  firm,  and 
removed  to  New  York.  The  business  pros- 
pered, and  after  a  number  of  years,  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  Mr.  Deering  sold  his 
interest  to  his  partner,  a  Mr.  Milner.      The 
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business  has  since  made  Mr.  Milner  a  mill- 
ionaire many  times  over.  A  few  years 
later  Mr.  Deering  located  in  Chicago.  His 
beginning  in  the  manufacture  of  reapers, 
which  has  since  made  his  name  famous, 
was  somewhat  of  an  accident.  He  had 
loaned  money  to  a  man  in  that  business, 
and  in  1878  was  compelled  to  buy  out  the 
business  to  protect  his  interests.  The  busi- 
ness developed  rapidly  and  grew  to  immense 
proportions.  The  factories  now  cover  sixty- 
two  acres  of  ground  and  employ  many  thou- 
sands of  men. 


TOHN  McAllister  schofield,  an 

<J  American  general,  was  born  in  Chautau- 
qua county,  New  York,  September  29,  1831. 
He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1853,  and 
was  for  five  3'ears  assistant  professor  of  nat- 
ural philosophy  in  that  institution.  In  1861 
he  entered  the  volunteer  service  as  major  of 
the  First  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  was  ap- 
pointed chief  of  staff  by  General  Lyon,  under 
whom  he  fought  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek.  In  November,  1861,  he  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier- general  of  volunteers,  and 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  Missouri 
militia  until  November,  1862,  and  of  the 
army  of  the  frontier  from  that  time  until 
1863.  In  1862  he  was  made  major-general 
of  volunteers,  and  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  in  1864 
of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio.  During  the 
campaign  through  Georgia  General  Scho- 
field was  in  command  of  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  and  was  engaged  in  most  of  the 
fighting  of  that  famous  campaign.  Novem- 
ber 30,  1864,  he  defeated  Hood's  army  at 
Franklin,  Tennessee,  and  then  joined  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Nashville.  He  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  where  Hood's  army 
was  destroyed.  In  January,  1865,  he  led 
his   corps    into    North    Carolina,    captured 


Wilmington,  fought  the  battle  of  Kingston, 
and  joined  General  Sherman  at  Goldsboro 
March  22,  1865.  He  executed  the  details 
of  the  capitulation  of  General  Johnston  to 
Sherman,  which  practically  closed  the  war. 
In  June,  1868,  General  Schofield  suc- 
ceeded Edwin  M.  Stanton  as  secretary  of 
war,  but  was  the  next  year  appointed  major- 
general  of  the  United  States  army,  and  order- 
ed tothe  Department  of  the  Missouri.  From 
1 870  to  1 876  he  was  in  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Pacific;  from  1876  to  i88i 
superintendent  of  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy;  in  1883  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  in  1886  of 
the  division  of  the  Atlantic.  In  1888  he 
became  general-in-chief  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  in  February,  1895,  was  appoint- 
ed lieutenant-general  by  President  Cleve- 
land, that  rank  having  been  revived  by  con- 
gress. In  September,  1895,  he  was  retired 
from  active  service. 


LEWIS  WALLACE,  an  American  gen- 
eral and  famous  author,  was  born  in 
Brookville,  Indiana,  April  10,  1827.  He 
served  in  the  Mexican  war  as  first  lieutenant 
of  a  company  of  Indiana  Volunteers.  After 
his  return  from  Mexico  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  practiced  law  in  Covington  and 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  until  1861.  At  the 
opening  of  the  war  he  was  appointed  ad- 
jutant-general of  Indiana,  and  soon  after  be- 
came colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Vol- 
unteers. He  defeated  a  force  of  Confeder- 
ates at  Roinney,  West  Virginia,  and  was 
made  brigadier-general  in  September,  1861. 
At  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  in  1862  he 
commanded  a  division,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  second  day's  fight  at  Shiloh.  In  1863 
his  defenses  about  Cincinnati  saved  that  city 
from  capture  by  Kirby  Smith.  At  Monoc- 
acy  in  July,    1864,   he   was  defeated,   but 
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his  resistance  delayed  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Early  and  thus  saved  Washington  from 
capture. 

General  Wallace  was  a  member  of  the 
court  that  tried  the  assassins  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  also  of  that  before  whom  Cap- 
tain Henry  Wirtz,  who  had  charge  of  the 
Andersonville  prison,  was  tried.  In  1881 
General  Wallace  was  sent  as  minister  to 
Turkey.  When  not  in  official  service  he 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  literature. 
Among  his  better  known  works  are  his 
"Fair  God,"  "Ben  Hur,"  "Prince  of 
India,"  and  a  "  Life  of  Benjamin  Harrison." 


THOMAS  FRANCIS  BAYARD,  an  Ameri- 
can statesman  and  diplomat,  was  born 
at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  October  29,  1828. 
He  obtained  his  education  at  an  Episcopal 
academy  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  and 
after  a  short  service  in  a  mercantile  house  in 
New  York,  he  returned  to  Wilmington  and 
entered  his  father's  law  office  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  practice  of  that  profession. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  185 1.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  state  of  Delaware, 
serving  one  year.  In  1869  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  senate,  and  continuously 
represented  his  state  in  that  body  until  1885, 
and  in  1881,  when  Chester  A.  Arthur  entered 
the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  Bayard  was 
chosen  president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate. 
He  had  also  served  on  the  famous  electoral 
commission  that  decided  the  Hayes-Tilden 
contest  in  1876-7.  In  1S85  President  Cleve- 
land appointed  Mr.  Bayard  secretary  of 
state.  At  the  beginning  of  Cleveland's  sec- 
ond term,  in  1893,  Mr.  Bayard  was  selected 
for  the  post  of  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
St.  James,  London,  and  was  the  first  to  hold 
that  rank  in  American  diplomacy,  serving 
until  the  beginning  of  the  McKinley  admin- 


istration. The  questions  for  adjustment  at 
that  time  between  the  two  governments 
were  the  Behring  Sea  controversy  and  the 
Venezuelan  boundary  question.  He  was 
very  popular  in  England  because  of  his 
tariff  views,  and  because  of  his  criticism  of 
the  protective  policy  of  the  United  States 
in  his  public  speeches  delivered  in  London, 
Edinburgh  and  other  places,  he  received,  in 
March,  1896,  a  vote  of  censure  in  the  lower 
house  of  congress. 


JOHN  WORK  GARRETT,  for  so  many 
years  at  the  head  of  the  great  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  system,  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  July  31,  1S20.  His  father, 
Robert  Garrett,  an  enterprising  merchant, 
had  amassed  a  large  fortune  from  a  small' 
beginning.  The  son  entered  Lafayette  Col- 
lege in  1834,  but  left  the  following  year  and 
entered  his  father's  counting  room,  and  in 
1839  became  a  partner.  John  W.  Gar- 
rett took  a  great  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  He 
was  elected  one  of  the  directors  in  1857, 
and  was  its  president  from  1858  until  his 
death.  When  he  took  charge  of  the  road 
it  was  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  but 
within  a  year,  for  the  first  time  in  its  exist- 
ence, it  paid  a  dividend,  the  increase  in  its 
net  gains  being  $725,385.  After  the  war, 
during  which  the  road  suffered  much  damage 
from  the  Confederates,  numerous  branches 
and  connecting  roads  were  built  or  acquired, 
until  it  reached  colossal  proportions.  Mr. 
Garrett  was  also  active  in  securing  a  regular 
line  of  steamers  between  Baltimore  and 
Bremen,  and  between  the  same  port  and 
Liverpool.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
trustees  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Baltimore.  He 
died  September  26,  1884. 
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Robert  Garrett,  the  son  of  John  W. 
Garrett,  was  born  in  Baltimore  April  9, 
1847,  and  graduated  from  Princeton  in  1867. 
He  received  a  business  education  in  the 
banking  house  of  his  father,  and  in  1871 
became  president  of  the  Valley  Railroad  of 
Virginia.  He  was  made  third  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  in 
1S79,  and  first  vice-president  in  1881.  He 
succeeded  his  father  as  president  in  18S4. 
Robert  Garrett  died  July  29,   1896. 


CARLSCHURZ,  a  noted  German-Ameri- 
can statesman,  was  born  in  Liblar,  Prus- 
sia, March  2,  1829.  He  studied  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Bonn,  and  in  1849  was  engaged  in 
an  attempt  to  excite  an  insurrection  at  that 
place.  After  the  surrender  of  Rastadt  by 
the  revolutionists,  in  the  defense  of  which 
Schurz  took  part,  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
America.  He  resided  in  Philadelphia  three 
years,  and  then  settled  in  Watertown,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1859  removed  to  Milwaukee, 
where  he  practiced  law.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  became  a 
leader  of  the  German  element  and  entered 
the  campaign  for  Lincoln  in  i860.  He  was 
appointed  minister  to  Spain  in  1861,  but  re- 
signed in  December  of  that  year  to  enter 
the  army.  He  was  appointed  brigadier- 
general  in  1862,  and  participated  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  also  at 
Chancellorsville.  At  Gettysburg  he  had 
temporary  command  of  the  Eleventh  Army 
Corps,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga. 

After  the  war  he  located  at  St.  Louis, 
and  in  1869  was  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor from  Missouri.  He  supported  Horace 
Greeley  for  the  presidency  in  1872,  and  in 
the  campaign  of  1876,  having  removed  to 
New  York,  he  supported  Hayes  and  the  Re- 
publican  ticket,  and   was   appointed  secre- 


tary of  the  interior  in  1877.  In  1881  he 
became  editor  of  the  "New  York  Evening 
Post,"  and  in  1884  was  prominent  in  his 
opposition  to  James  G.  Blaine,  and  became 
a  leader  of  the  "Mugwumps,"  thus  assist- 
ing in  the  election  of  Cleveland.  In  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896  his  forcible 
speeches  in  the  interest  of  sound  money 
wielded  an  immense  influence.  Mr.  Schurz 
wrote  a  "Life  of  Henry  Clay,"  said  to  be 
the  best  biography  ever  published  of  that 
eminent  statesman. 


GEORGE  F.  EDMUNDS,  an  American 
statesman  of  national  reputation,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Vermont,  February  i, 
1828.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  and  from  the  instructions  of 
a  private  tutor.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  practiced  law,  and  served  in  the  state 
legislature  from  1854  to  1859,  during  three 
years  of  that  time  being  speaker  of  the  lower 
house.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
and  acted  as  president  pro  tempore  of  that 
body  in  1861  and  1S62.  He  became  promi- 
nent for  his  activity  in  the  impeachment 
proceedings  against  President  Johnson,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  United  States  senate 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Solomon 
Foot,  entering  that  body  in  1866.  He  was 
re-elected  to  the  senate  four  times,  and 
served  on  the  electoral  commission  in  1877. 
He  became  president  pro  tempore  of  the 
senate  after  the  death  of  President  Garfield, 
and  was  the  author  of  the  bill  which  put  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  polygamy  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Utah.  In  November,  1891,  owing 
to  impaired  health,  he  retired  from  the  sen^ 
ate  and  again  resumed  the  practice  of  law, 


LUCIUS   Q.    C.    LAMAR,    a   prominent 
political  leader,   statesman    and  jurist, 
was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Georgia,  Sep- 
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temberi7,  1825.  He  graduated  from  Emory 
College  in  1845,  studied  law  at  Macon  under 
Hon.  A.  H.  Chappell,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1847.  He  moved  to  Oxford, 
Mississippi,  in  1849,  and  was  elected  to  a 
professorship  in  the  State  University.  He 
resigned  the  next  year  and  returned  to  Cov- 
ington, Georgia,  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  law.  In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the 
Georgia  Legislature,  and  in  1854  he  removed 
to  his  plantation  in  Lafayette  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  was  elected  to  represent  his 
district  in  the  thirty-fifth  and  thirty-sixth 
congresses.  He  resigned  in  i860,  and  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  secession  conven- 
tion of  the  state.  He  entered  the  Confed- 
erate service  in  1861  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment,  and  was  soon 
after  made  colonel.  In  1863  President 
Davis  appointed  him  to  an  important  diplo- 
matic mission  to  Russia.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  professor  of  political  economy  and 
social  science  in  the  State  University,  and 
was  soon  afterward  transferred  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  the  law  department.  He  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  forty-third  and 
forty-fourth  congresses,  and  was  elected 
United  States  senator  from  Mississippi  in 
1877,  and  re-elected  in  1882.  In  1885,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland  as  secre- 
tary of  the  interior,  which  position  he  held 
until  his  appointment  as  associate  justice  of 
the  United  States  supreme  court,  in  1888, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  his  death, 
January  23,  1894. 


BENJAMIN  PEN  HALLOW  SHILLA- 
liER  won  fame  in  the  world  of 
humorists  under  the  name  of  "Mrs.  Parting- 
ton." He  was  born  in  1841  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  and  started  out  in  life  as  a 
printer.     Mr.    Shillaber    went    to    Dover, 


where  he  secured  employment  in  a  printing 
office,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Demerara, 
Guiana,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  com- 
positor in  1835-37.  In  1840  he  became 
connected  with  the  "Boston  Post,"  and 
acquired  quite  a  reputation  as  a  humorist 
by  his  "Sayings  of  Mrs.  Partington."  He 
remained  as  editor  of  the  paper  until  1850, 
when  he  printed  and  edited  a  paper  of  his 
own  called  the  "Pathfinder,"  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1852.  Mr.  Shillaber  be- 
came editor  and  proprietor  of  the  "Carpet 
Bag,"  which  he  conducted  during  1850-52, 
and  then  returned  to  the  "Boston  Post," 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  1856. 
During  the  same  time  he  was  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  "Saturday  Evening  Gazette," 
and  continued  in  this  line  after  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  "Post,"  for  ten 
years.  After  1866  Mr.  Shillaber  wrote  for 
various  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and 
during  his  life  published  the  following 
books:  '  'Rhymes  with  Reason  and  Without, " 
"Poems,"  "Life  and  Sayings  of  Mrs.  Part- 
ington," "Knitting  Work,"  and  others. 
His  death  occurred  at  Chelsea,  Massachu- 
setts, November  25,  1890. 


EASTMAN  JOHNSON  stands  first  among 
painters  of  American  country  life.  He 
was  born  in  Lovell,  Maine,  in  1824,  and  be- 
gan his  work  in  drawing  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years.  His  first  works  were  portraits, 
and,  as  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Wash- 
ington, the  most  famous  men  of  the  nation 
were  his  subjects.  In  1846  he  went  to  Bos- 
ton, and  there  made  crayon  portraits  of 
Longfellow,  Emerson,  Sumner,  Hawthorne 
and  other  noted  men.  In  1849  he  went  to 
Europe.  He  studied  at  Dusseldorf,  Ger- 
many; spent  a  year  at  the  Royal  Academy, 
and  thence  to  The  Hague,  where  he  spent 
four  years,  producing  there  his  first  pictures 
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of  consequence,  "The  Card-Players  "  and 
"The  Savoyard."  He  then  went  to  Paris, 
but  was  called  home,  after  an  absence  from 
America  of  six  years.  He  lived  some  time 
in  Washington,  and  then  spent  two  years 
among  the  Indians  of  Lake  Superior.  In 
1858  he  produced  his  famous  picture,  "The 
Old  Kentucky  Home."  He  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  at  New  York  at  that 
time;.  His  "Sunday  Morning  in  Virginia" 
is  a  work  of  equal  merit.  He  was  espe- 
cially successful  in  coloring,  a  master  of 
drawing,  and  the  expression  conveys  with 
precision  the  thought  of  the  artist.  His 
portrayal  of  family  life  and  child  life  is  un- 
equalled. Among  his  other  great  works  are 
"The  Confab,"  "Crossing  a  Stream,' 
"Chimney  Sweep,"  "Old  Stage  Coach," 
"  The  New  Bonnet,"  "  The  Drummer  Boy," 
"  Childhood  of  Lincoln,"  and  a  great  vari- 
ety of  equally  familiar  subjects. 


PIERCE GUSTAVE  TOUTANT  BEAU- 
REGARD, one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished generals  in  the  Confederate  army, 
was  born  near  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
May  28,  1 81 8.  He  graduated  from  West 
Point  Military  Academy  in  1838,  and  v/as 
made  second  lieutenant  of  engineers.  He 
was  with  General  Scott  in  Mexico,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  Vera  Cruz,  Cerro 
Gordo,  and  the  battles  near  the  City  of 
Mexico,  for  which  he  was  twice  brevetted. 
After  the  Mexican  war  closed  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  defenses  about  New  Orleans, 
and  in  1S60  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point.  He  held  this  position  but  a 
few  months,  when  he  resigned  February  20, 
1 86 1,  and  accepted  a  commission  of  briga- 
dier-general in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
directed  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  the 
first  engagement  of  the  Civil  war.     He  was 


in  command  of  the  Confederates  at  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  for  this  victory  was 
made  general.  In  1862  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  planned  the  attack  upon  General  Grant 
at  Shiloh,  and  upon  the  death  of  General 
Johnston  he  took  command  of  the  army 
and  was  only  defeated  by  the  timely  arrival 
of  General  Buell  with  reinforcements.  He 
commanded  at  Charleston  and  successfully 
defended  that  city  against  the  combined  at- 
tack by  land  and  sea  in  1863.  In  1864  he 
was  in  command  in  Virginia,  defeating  Gen- 
eral Butler,  and  resisting  Grant's  attack 
upon  Petersburg  until  reinforced  from  Rich- 
mond. During  the  long  siege  which  fol- 
lowed he  was  sent  to  check  General  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea,  and  was  with  Gen- 
eral Joseph  E.  Johnston  when  that  general 
surrendered  in  1865.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  largely  interested  in  railroad 
management.  In  1866  he  was  offered  chief 
command  of  the  Army  of  Roumania,  and  in 
1869,  that  of  the  Army  of  Egypt.  He  de- 
clined these  offers.  His  death  occurred 
February  20,  1893. 


HENRY  GEORGE,  one  of  America's 
most  celebrated  political  economists, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
September  2,  1839.  He  received  acommon- 
school  education  and  entered  the  high 
school  in  1853,  and  then  went  into  a  mer- 
cantile office.  He  made  several  voyages  on 
the  sea,  and  settled  in  California  in  1858. 
He  then  worked  at  the  printer's  trade  for  a 
number  of  years,  which  he  left  to  follow  the 
editorial  profession.  He  edited  in  succession 
several  daily  newspapers,  and  attracted  at- 
tention by  a  number  of  strong  essays  and 
speeches  on  political  and  social  questions. 
In  1 87 1  he  edited  a  pamphlet,  entitled  ' '  Our 
Land  and  Policy,"  in  which  he  outlined  a 
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theory,  which  has  since  made  him  so  widely 
known.  This  was  developed  in  "  Progress 
and  Poverty,"  a  book  which  soon  attained  a 
large  circulation  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, which  has  been  extensively  translated. 
In  1880  Mr.  George  located  in  New  York, 
where  he  made  his  home,  though  he  fre- 
quently addressed  audiences  in  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Australia,  and  throughout  the 
United  States.  In  1886  he  was  nominated 
by  the  labor  organizations  for  mayor  of  New 
York,  and  made  a  campaign  notable  for  its 
development  of  unexpectedpower.  In  1887  he 
was  candidate  of  the  Union  Labor  party  for 
secretary  of  state  of  New  York.  These  cam- 
paigns served  to  formulate  the  idea  of  a  single 
tax  and  popularize  the  Australian  ballot  sys- 
tem. Mr.  George  became  a  free  trader  in 
1888.  and  in  1892  supported  the  election  of 
Grover  Cleveland.  His  political  and  eco- 
nomic ideas,  known  as  the  "single  tax," 
have  a  large  and  growing  support,  but  are 
not  confined  to  this  country  alone.  He 
wrote  numerous  miscellaneous  articles  in 
support  of  his  principles,  and  also  published: 
"The  Land  Question,"  "  Social  Problems," 
"Protection  or  Free  Trade,"  "The  Condi- 
tion of  Labor,  an  Open  Letter  to  Pope  Leo 
XIII.,"  and  "  Perplexed  Philosopher." 


THOMAS  ALEXANDER  SCOTT.  —This 
name  is  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  history  and  development  of  the  railway 
systems  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Scott 
was  born  December  28,  1823,  at  London, 
Franklin  county,  Pennsj'lvania.  He  was  first 
regularly  employed  by  Major  James  Patton, 
the  collector  of  tolls  on  the  state  road  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  entered  into  the  employ  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in  1850, 
and  went  through  all  the  different  branches 
of  work  until  he  had  mastered  all  the  details 


of  the  office  work,  and  in  1858  he  was  ap- 
pointed general  superintendent.  Mr.  Scott 
was  the  next  year  chosen  vice-president  of 
the  road.  This  position  at  once  brought 
him  before  the  public,  and  the  enterprise 
and  ability  displayed  by  him  in  its  manage- 
ment marked  him  as  a  leader  among  the 
railroad  men  of  the  country.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  Mr.  Scott 
was  selected  by  Governor  Curtin  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  staff,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
equipment  and  forwarding  of  the  state  troops 
to  the  seat  of  war.  On  April  27,  1S61.  the 
secretary  of  war  desired  to  establish  a  new 
line  of  road  between  the  national  capital 
and  Philadelphia,  for  the  more  expeditious 
transportation  of  troops.  He  called  upon 
Mr.  Scott  to  direct  this  work,  and  the  road 
by  the  way  of  Annapolis  and  Perryville  was 
completed  in  a  marvelously  short  space  of 
time.  On  May  3,  1861,  he  was  commis- 
sioned colonel  of  volunteers,  and  on  the  23d 
of  the  same  month  the  government  railroads 
and  telegraph  lines  were  placed  in  his  charge. 
Mr.  Scott  was  the  first  assistant  secretary 
of  war  ever  appointed,  and  he  took  charge 
of  this  new  post  August  i,  1861.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  he  was  directed  to  organize 
transportation  in  the  northwest,  and  in 
March  he  performed  the  same  service  on 
the  western  rivers.  He  resigned  June  i, 
1862,  and  resumed  his  direction  of  affairs  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Colonel  Scott 
directed  the  policy  that  secured  to  his  road 
the  control  of  the  western  roads,  and  be- 
came the  president  of  the  new  company  to 
operate  these  lines  in  1871.  For  one  year, 
from  March,  1 871,  he  was  president  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  in  1874  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  presidency  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Company.  He  projected  the  Texas 
Pacific  Railroad  and  was  for  many  years  its 
president.     Colonel    Scott's    health    failed 
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him  and  he  resigned  the  presidency  of  the 
road  June  i,  1880,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Darby,  Pennsylvania,  May  21,   1881. 


ROBERT  TOOMBS,  an  American  states- 
man of  note,  was  born  in  Wilkes  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  July  2,  18 10.  He  attended 
the  University  of  Georgia,  and  graduated 
from  Union  College,  Schenectady,  New 
York,  and  then  took  a  law  course  at  the 
University  of  Virginia.  In  1830,  before  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
and  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  leading  statesmen  and 
judges  of  that  time.  He  raised  a  volunteer 
company  for  the  Creek  war,  and  served  as 
captain  to  the  close.  He  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  in  1837,  re-elected  in  1842, 
and  in  1844  was  elected  to  congress.  He 
had  been  brought  up  as  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat,  but  voted  for  Harrison  in  1840 
and  for  Clay  in  1844.  He  made  his  first 
speech  in  congress  on  the  Oregon  question, 
and  immediately  took  rank  vi'ith  the  greatest 
debaters  of  that  body.  In  1853  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate,  and 
again  in  1859,  but  when  his  native  state 
seceded  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate 
and  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  con- 
gress. It  is  stated  on  the  best  authority 
that  had  it  not  been  for  a  misunderstanding 
which  could  not  be  explained  till  too  late  he 
would  have  been  elected  president  of  the 
Confederacy.  He  was  appointed  secretary 
of  state  by  President  Davis,  but  resigned 
after  a  few  months  and  was  commissioned 
brigadier-general  in  the  Confederate  army. 
He  won  distinction  at  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  and  at  Sharpsburg,  but  resigned 
his  commission  soon  after  and  returned  to 
Georgia.  He  organized  the  militia  of 
Georgia  to  resist  Sherman,   and  was  made 


brigadier-general  of  the  state  troops.  He 
left  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  war  and 
did  not  return  until  1867.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 15,  1885. 

AUSTIN  CORBIN,  one  of  the  greatest 
railway  magnates  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  July  11,  1827,  at  Newport,  New 
Hampshire.  He  studied  law  with  Chief 
Justice  Gushing  and  Governor  Ralph  Met- 
calf,  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  where  he  graduated  in  1849. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practiced 
law,  with  Governor  Metcalf  as  his  partner, 
until  October  12,  185 1.  Mr.  Corbin  then 
removed  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1865.  In  1854  he  was  a  part- 
ner in  the  banking  firm  of  Macklot  &  Cor- 
bin, and  later  he  organized  the  First  Na- 
tional bank  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  which 
commenced  business  June  29,  1863,  and 
which  was  the  first  national  bank  open  for 
business  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Corbin 
sold  out  his  business  in  the  Davenport  bank, 
and  removed  to  New  York  in  1865  and  com- 
menced business  with  partners  under  the 
style  of  Corbin  Banking  Compan}-.  Soon 
after  his  removal  to  New  York  he  became 
interested  in  railroads,  and  became  one  of 
the  leading  railroad  men  of  the  country. 
The  development  of  the  west  half  of  Coney 
Island  as  a  summer  resort  first  brought  him 
into  general  prominence.  He  built  a  rail- 
road from  New  York  to  the  island,  and 
built  great  hotels  on  its  ocean  front.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  Long  Island, 
and  secured  all  the  railroads  and  consoli- 
dated them  under  one  management,  became 
president  of  the  system,  and  under  his  con- 
trol Long  Island  became  the  great  ocean 
suburb  of  New  York.  His  latest  public 
achievement  was  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
Reading    Railroad,    of    Pennsylvania,     and 
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during  the  same  time  be  and  his  friends 
purchased  the  controlling  interest  of  the 
New  Jersey  Central  Railroad.  He  took  it 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  and  in 
three  years  had  it  on  a  dividend-paying 
basis.  Mr.  Corbin's  death  occurred  June 
4,  1896. 

JAMES  GORDON  BENNETT,  Sr., 
was  one  of  the  greatest  journalists  of 
America  in  his  day.  He  was  born  Septem- 
ber I,  1795,  at  New  Mill,  near  Keith,  Scot- 
land. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  sent 
to  Aberdeen  to  study  for  the  priesthood, 
but,  convinced  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his 
vocation,  he  determined  to  emigrate.  He 
landed  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  in  18 19, 
where  he  attempted  to  earn  a  living  by 
teaching  bookkeeping.  Failing  in  this  he 
went  to  Boston  and  found  employment  as  a 
proof  reader.  Mr.  Bennett  went  to  New 
York  about  1822  and  wrote  for  the  news- 
papers. Later  on  he  became  assistant 
editor  in  the  office  of  the  "Charleston 
Courier, "but  returned  to  New  York  in  1824 
and  endeavored  to  start  a  commercial 
school,  but  was  unsuccessful  in  this,  and 
again  returned  to  newspaper  work.  He 
continued  in  newspaper  work  with  varying 
success  until,  at  his  suggestion,  the  "En- 
quirer" was  consolidated  with  another 
paper,  and  became  the  "Courier  and  En- 
quirer," with  James  Watson  Webb  as 
editor  and  Mr.  Bennett  for  assistant.  At 
this  time  this  was  the  leading  American 
newspaper.  He,  however,  severed  his  con- 
nection with  this  newspaper  and  tried, 
without  success,  other  ventures  in  the  line 
of  journalism  until  May  6,  1835,  when  he 
issued  the  first  number  of  the  "New  York 
Herald."  Mr.  Bennett  wrote  the  entire 
paper,  and  made  up  for  lack  of  news  by  his 
own  imagination.     The  paper  became  popu- 


lar, and  in  1838  he  engaged  European  jour- 
nalists as  regular  correspondents.  In  1841 
the  income  derived  from  his  paper  was  at 
least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  the  "  Herald  "  had  on  its 
staff  sixty-three  war  correspondents  and  the 
circulation  was  doubled.  Mr.  Bennett  was 
interested  with  John  W.  Mackay  in  that  great 
enterprise  which  is  now  known  as  the  Mac- 
kay-Bennett  Cable.  He  had  collected  for  use 
in  his  paper  over  fifty  thousand  biographies, 
sketches  and  all  manner  of  information  re- 
garding every  well-known  man,  which  are 
still  kept  in  the  archives  of  the  "Herald" 
office.  He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
1872,  and  left  to  his  son,  James  Gordon, 
Jr.,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  profitable 
journals  in  the  United  States,  or  even  in  the 
world. 

OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES,  a 
noted  American,  won  distinction  in  the 
field  of  literature,  in  which  he  attained  a 
world-wide  reputation.  He  was  born  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  August  29,  1809. 
He  received  a  collegiate  education  and  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  in  1829,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  and 
later  studied  medicine.  Dr.  Holmes  at- 
tended several  years  in  the  hospitals  of 
Europe  and  received  his  degree  in  1836. 
He  became  professor  of  anatomy  and  phys- 
iology in  Dartmouth  in  1838,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1847,  when  he  was 
called  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  School 
at  Boston  to  occupy  the  same  chair,  which 
position  he  resigned  in  1882.  The  first 
collected  edition  of  his  poems  appeared  in 
1836,  and  his  "Phi  Beta  Kappa  Poems," 
"Poetry,"  in  1836;  "Terpsichore,"  in  1843; 
"Urania,"  in  1846,  and  "Astraea,"  won  for 
him  many  fresh  laurels.  His  series  of 
papers   in  the   "Atlantic    Monthly,"    were: 
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"Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table,"  "Pro- 
fessor at  the  Breakfast  Table,"  "Poet  at 
the  Breakfast  Table,"  and  are  a  series  of 
masterly  wit,  humor  and  pathos.  Among 
his  medical  papers  and  addresses,  are:  "Cur- 
rents and  Counter-currents  in  the  Medical 
Science,"  and  "Borderland  in  Some  Prov- 
inces of  Medical  Science."  Mr.  Holmes 
edited  quite  a  number  of  works,  of  which 
we  quote  the  following:  "Else  Venner, " 
"Songs  in  Many  Keys,"  "Soundings  from 
the  Atlantic,"  "Humorous  Poems,"  "The 
Guardian  Angel,"  "Mechanism  in  Thoughts 
and  Morals,"  "Songs  of  Many  Seasons," 
"John  L.  Motley" — a  memoir,  "The  Iron 
Gate  and  Other  Poems,"  "Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,"  "A  Moral  Antipathy."  Dr. 
Holmes  visited  England  for  the  second  time, 
and  while  there  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  His  death  occurred  October 
7.  1894.  

RUFUS  CHOATE,  one  of  the  most  em- 
inent of  America's  great  lawyers,  was 
born  October  i,  1799,  at  Essex,  Massachu- 
setts. He  entered  Dartmouth  in  18 15, 
and  after  taking  his  degree  he  remained  as 
a  teacher  in  the  college  for  one  year.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  law  in  Cambridge,  and 
subsequently  studied  under  the  distinguished 
lawyer,  Mr.  Wirt,  who  was  then  United 
States  attorney-general  at  Washington.  Mr. 
Choatebegan  the  practice  of  law  in  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
Salem,  and  afterwards  to  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. While  living  at  Salem  he  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1832,  and  later,  in 
1841,  he  was  chosen  United  States  senator 
to  succeed  Daniel  Webster,  Mr.  Webster 
having  been  appointed  secretary  of  state 
under  William  Henry  Harrison. 

After  the  death  of  Webster,  Mr.  Choate 


was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts bar,  and  was  looked  upon  by  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession  with  an 
affection  that  almost  amounted  to  a  rever- 
ence. Mr.  Choate's  powers  as  an  orator 
were  of  the  rarest  order,  and  his  genius 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  enchant  and  in- 
terest his  listeners,  even  while  discussing  the 
most  ordinary  theme.  He  was  not  merely 
eloquent  on  the  subjects  that  were  calculated 
to  touch  the  feelings  and  stir  the  passions 
of  his  audience  in  themselves,  but  could  at 
all  times  command  their  attention.  He  re- 
tired from  active  life  in  1858,  and  was  on 
his  way  to  Europe,  his  physician  having 
ordered  a  sea  voyage  for  his  health,  but  had 
only  reached  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  when 
he  died,  July   13,  1858. 


D WIGHT  L.  MOODY,  one  of  the  most 
noted  and  effective  pulpit  orators  and 
evangelists  America  has  produced,  was  born 
in  Northfield,  Franklin  county,  Massachu- 
setts, February  5,  1837.  He  received  but 
a  meager  education  and  worked  on  a  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  be- 
came clerk  in  a  boot  and  shoe  store  in 
Boston.  Soon  after  this  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  zealously  engaged  in  missionary 
work  among  the  poor  classes.  He  met 
with  great  success,  and  in  less  than  a  year 
he  built  up  a  Sunday-school  which  numbered 
over  one  thousand  children.  .  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  became  connected  with 
what  was  known  as  the  "Christian  Com- 
mission," and  later  became  city  missionary 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at 
Chicago.  A  church  was  built  there  for  his 
converts  and  he  became  its  unordained  pas- 
tor. In  the  Chicago  fire  of  1871  the  church 
and  Mr.  Moody's  house  and  furniture,  which 
had  been  given  him,  were  destroyed.     The 
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church  edifice  was  afterward  replaced  by  a 
new  church  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old 
one.  In  1873,  accompanied  by  Ira  D- 
Sankey,  Mr.  Moody  went  to  Europe  and 
excited  great  religious  awakenings  through- 
out England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  In 
1875  they  returned  to  America  and  held 
large  meetings  in  various  cities.  They 
afterward  made  another  visit  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  same  purpose,  meeting  with 
great  success,  returning  to  the  United  States 
in  1884.  Mr.  Moody  afterward  continued 
his  evangelistic  work,  meeting  everywhere 
with  a  warm  reception  and  success.  Mr. 
Moody  produced  a  number  of  works,  some 
of  which  had  a  wide  circulation. 


JOHN  PIERPONT  MORGAN,  a  financier 
of  world-wide  reputation,  and  famous 
as  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  banking 
houses  in  the  world,  was  born  April  17, 
1837,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  English 
high  school,  in  Boston,  and  later  supple- 
mented this  with  a  course  in  the  University 
of  Gnttingen,  Germany.  He  returned  to 
the  United  States,  in  1857,  and  entered  the 
banking  firm  of  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co., 
of  New  York,  and,  in  i860,  he  became 
agent  and  attorney,  in  the  United  States,  for 
George  Peabody  &  Co.,  of  London.  He 
became  the  junior  partner  in  the  banking 
firm  of  Dabney,  Morgan  &  Co.,  in  1864, 
and  that  of  Drexel,  Morgan  &  Co.,  in  1871. 
This  house  was  among  the  chief  negotiators 
of  railroad  bonds,  and  was  active  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  West  Shore  Railroad, 
and  its  absorption  by  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad.  It  was  conspicuous  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read- 
ing Railroad,  in  1887,  which  a  syndicate  of 
capitalists,  formed  by  Mr.  Morgan,  placed 
on  a  sound  financial  basis.     After  that  time 


many  other  lines  of  railroad  and  gigantic 
financial  enterprises  were  brought  under  Mr. 
Morgan's  control,  and  in  some  respects  it 
may  be  said  he  became  the  foremost  financier 
of  the  century. 


THOMAS  BRACKETT  REED,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  of  American  states- 
men, was  born  October  18,  1839,  at  Port- 
land, Maine,  where  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
city,  and  prepared  himself  for  college.  Mr. 
Reed  graduated  from  Bowdoin  College  in 
i860,  and  won  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
the  college,  the  prize  for  excellence  in  Eng- 
lish composition.  The  following  four  years 
were  spent  by  him  in  teaching  and  in  the 
study  of  law.  Before  his  admission  to  the 
bar,  however,  he  was  acting  assistant  pay- 
master in  the  United  States  navy,  and 
served  on  the  "  tin-clad"  Sybil,  which  pa- 
trolled the  Tennessee,  Cumberland  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  After  his  discharge  in 
1865,  he  returned  to  Portland,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  entered  into  political  life, 
and  in  186S  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  Maine  as  a  Republican,  and  in  1869  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  house,  and  in  1870 
was  made  state  senator,  from  which  he 
passed  to  attorney-general  of  the  state. 
He  retired  from  this  office  in  1873,  and 
until  1877  he  was  solicitor  for  the  city 
of  Portland.  In  1876  he  was  elected  to 
the  forty-fifth  congress,  which  assembled 
in  1877.  Mr.  Reed  sprung  into  prominence 
in  that  body  by  one  of  the  first  speeches 
which  he  delivered,  and  his  long  service  in 
congress,  coupled  with  his  ability,  gave  him 
a  national  reputation.  His  influence  each 
year  became  more  strongly  marked,  and  the 
leadership  of  his  party  was  finally  conceded 
to  him,  and  in  the  forty-ninth  and  fiftieth 
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congresses  the  complimentary  nomination 
for  the  speakership  was  tendered  him  by  the 
Republicans.  That  party  having  obtained 
the  ascendency  in  the  fifty-first  congress  he 
was  elected  speaker  on  the  first  ballot,  and 
he  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  fifty- 
fourth  and  fifth-fifth  congresses.  As  a 
writer,  Mr.  Reed  contributed  largely  to  the 
magazines  and  periodicals,  and  his  book 
upon  parliamentary  rules  is  generally  rec- 
ognized as  authority  on  that  subject. 


CLARA  BARTON  is  a  celebrated  char- 
acter among  what  might  be  termed  as 
the  highest  grade  of  philanthropists  Amer- 
ica has  produced.  She  was  born  on  a  farm 
at  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of 
Captain  Stephen  Barton,  and  was  educated 
at  Clinton,  New  York.  She  engaged  in 
teaching  early  in  life,  and  founded  a  free 
school  at  Bordentown,  the  first  in  New  Jer- 
sey. She  opened  with  six  pupils,  but  the 
attendance  had  grown  to  six  hundred  up  to 
1854,  when  she  went  to  Washington.  She 
was  appointed  clerk  in  the  patent  depart- 
ment, and  remained  there  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  when  she  resigned 
her  position  and  devoted  herself  to  the  al- 
leviation of  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers, 
serving,  not  in  the  hospitals,  but  on  the  bat- 
tle field.  She  was  present  at  a  number  of 
battles,  and  after  the  war  closed  she  origi- 
nated, and  for  some  time  carried  on  at  her 
own  expense,  the  search  for  missing  soldiers. 
She  then  for  several  years  devoted  her  time 
to  lecturing  on  "Incidents  of  the  War." 
About  1868  she  went  to  Europe  for  her 
health,  and  settled  in  Switzerland,  but  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  Franco-German  war  she  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  of  the  grand  duchess 
of  Baden  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  her 
hospitals,  and  Miss  Barton  afterward  fol- 
lowed the  German  army      She  was   deco- 


rated with  the  golden  cross  by  the  grand 
duke  of  Baden,  and  with  the  iron  cross  by 
the  emperor  of  Germany.  She  also  served 
for  many  years  as  president  of  the  famous 
Red  Cross  Society  and  attained  a  world- 
wide reputation. 


CARDINAL  JAMES  GIBBONS,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  Catholic  clergymen 
in  America,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, July  23,  1834.  He  was  given  a 
thorough  education,  graduated  at  St.  Charles 
College,  Maryland,  in  1857,  and  studied 
theology  in  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  In  1861  he  became  pastor  of 
St.  Bridget's  church  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
1868  was  consecrated  vicar  apostolic  of 
North  Carolina.  In  1872  our  subject  be- 
came bishop  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and 
five  years  later  was  made  archbishop  of  Bal- 
timore. On  the  30th  of  June,  18SS,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  full  degree  of  cardinal 
and  primate  of  the  American  Catholic 
church.  He  was  a  fluent  writer,  and  his 
book,  "Faith  of  Our  Fathers,''  had  a  wide 
circulation. 

CHAUNCEY  MITCHELL  DEPEW.— 
This  name  is,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Depew  was  born  April  23,  1834,  at 
Peekskill,  New  York,  the  home  of  the  Depew 
family  for  two  hundred  years.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
where  he  prepared  himself  to  enter  college. 
He  began  his  collegiate  course  at  Yale  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  and  graduated  in  1856. 
He  early  took  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  joined  the  Republican  party  at  its  for- 
mation. He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
and  went  into  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam Nelson,  of  Peekskill,  for  that  purpose, 
and  in  1858  he  was   admitted  to  the  bar. 
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He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  by  the  new  party 
to  the  Repubhcan  state  convention  of  that 
year.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  1859,  but  though  he  was  a  good 
worker,  his  attention  was  detracted  by  the 
campaign  of  1 8G0,  in  which  he  took  an  act- 
ive part.  During  this  campaign  he  gained 
his  first  laurels  as  a  public  speaker.  Mr. 
Depew  was  elected  assemblyman  in  1862 
from  a  Democratic  district.  In  1863  he  se- 
cured the  nomination  for  secretary  of  state, 
and  gained  that  post  by  a  majority  of  thirty 
thousand.  In  1866  he  left  the  field  of  pol- 
itics and  entered  into  the  active  practice 
of  his  law  business  as  attorney  for  the 
New  York  &  Harlem  Railroad  Company, 
and  in  1869  when  this  road  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  New  York  Central,  and 
called  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  he  was  appointed  the  attor- 
ney for  the  new  road.  His  rise  in  the  rail- 
road business  was  rapid,  and  ten  years  after 
his  entrance  into  the  Vanderbilt  system  as 
attorney  for  a  single  line,  he  was  the  gen- 
eral counsel  for  one  of  the  largest  railroad 
systems  in  the  world.  He  was  also  a 
director  in  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern,  Michigan  Central,  Chicago  & 
Northwestern,  St.  Paul  &  Omaha,  West 
Shore,  and  Nickel  Plate  railroad  companies. 
In  1874  Mr.  Depew  was  made  regent  of 
the  State  University,  and  a  member  of  the 
commission  appointed  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  capitol  at  Albany.  In  1882, 
on  the  resignation  of  W.  H.  Vanderbilt 
from  the  presidency  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral and  the  accession  to  that  office  by 
James  H.  Rutter,  Mr.  Depew  was  made 
second  vice-president,  and  held  that  posi- 
tion until  the  death  of  Mr.  Rutter  in  1885. 
In  this  year  Mr.  Depew  became  the  e.xecu- 
tive  head  of  this  great  corporation.  Mr. 
Depew's  greatest  fame  grew  from  his  ability 


and  eloquence  as  an  orator  and  ' '  after-din- 
ner speaker,"  and  it  has  been  said  by  emi- 
nent critics  that  this  country  has  never  pro- 
duced his  equal  in  wit,  fluency  and  eloquence. 


PHILIP  KEARNEY.— Among  the  most 
dashing  and  brilliant  commanders  in 
the  United  States  service,  few  have  outshone 
the  talented  officer  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
June  2,  18 1 5,  and  was  of  Irish  ancestry  and 
imbued  with  all  the  dash  and  bravery  of  the 
Celtic  race.  He  graduated  from  Columbia 
College  and  studied  law,  but  in  1837  ac- 
cepted a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the 
First  United  States  Dragoons,  of  which  his 
uncle,  Stephen  W.  Kearney,  was  then  colo- 
nel. He  was  sent  by  the  government, 
soon  after,  to  Europe  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  tactics  of  the  French  cavalry. 
There  he  attended  the  Polytechnic  School, 
at  Samur,  and  subsequently  served  as  a  vol- 
unteer in  Algiers,  winning  the  cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  He  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  and  on  the  staff  of 
General  Scott,  in  the  Me.xican  war,  served 
with  great  gallantry.  He  was  made  a  cap- 
tain of  dragoons  in  1846  and  made  major 
for  services  at  Contreras  and  Cherubusco. 
In  the  final  assault  on  the  City  of  Mexico, 
at  the  San  Antonio  Gate,  Kearney  lost  an 
arm.  He  subsequently  served  in  California 
and  the  Pacific  coast.  In  185  i  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  went  to  Europe,  where 
he  resumed  his  military  studies.  In  the 
Italian  war,  in  1859,  he  served  as  a  volun- 
teer on  the  staff  of  General  Maurier,  of  the 
French  army,  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Solferino  and  Magenta,  and  for  bravery 
was,  for  the  second  time,  decorated  with 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  On  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  hastened  home, 
and,  offering  his  services  to  the  general  gov- 
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erntnent,  was  made  brigadier-general  of 
volunteers  and  placed  in  command  of  a  bri- 
gade of  New  Jersey  troops.  In  the  cam- 
paign under  McClellan  he  commanded  a  di- 
vision, and  at  WilHamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks 
his  services  were  valuable  and  brilliant,  as 
well  as  in  subsequent  engagements.  At 
Harrison's  Landing  he  was  made  major-gen- 
eral of  volunteers.  In  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  he  was  conspicuous,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Chantilly,  September  i,  1862, 
while  leading  in  advance  of  his  troops.  Gen- 
eral Kearney  was  shot  and  killed. 


RUSSELL  SAGE,  one  of  the  financial 
giants  of  the  present  century  and  for 
more  than  an  average  generation  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  and  celebrated  of  Ameri- 
cans, was  born  in  a  frontier  hamlet  in  cen- 
tral New  York  in  August,  1816.  While  Rus- 
sell was  still  a  boy  an  elder  brother,  Henry 
Risley  Sage,  established  a  small  grocery 
store  at  Troy,  New  York,  and  here  Russell 
found  his  first  employment,  as  errand  boy. 
He  served  a  five-years  apprenticeship,  and 
then  joined  another  brother,  Elisha  M.  Sage, 
in  a  new  venture  in  the  same  line,  which 
proved  profitable,  at  least  for  Russell,  who 
soon  became  its  sole  owner.  Next  he 
formed  the  partnership  of  Sage  &  Bates, 
and  greatly  extended  his  field  of  operations. 
At  twenty-five  he  had,  by  his  own  exertions, 
amassed  what  was,  in  those  days,  a  consid- 
erable fortune,  being  worth  about  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  He  had  acquired  an 
influence  in  local  politics,  and  four  years 
later  his  party,  the  Whigs,  elected  him  to 
the  aldermanic  board  of  Troy  and  to  the 
treasuryship  of  Rensselaer  county.  In  1848 
he  was  a  prominent  meinber  of  the  New 
York  delegation  to  the  Whig  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  casting  his  first  votes  for  Henry 
Clay,  but  joining  the    "stampede"  which 


nominated  Zachary  Taylor.  In  1850  the 
Whigs  of  Troy  nominated  him  for  congress, 
but  he  was  not  elected — a  failure  which  he 
retrieved  two  years  later,  and  in  1854  he 
was  re-elected  by  a  sweeping  majority.  At 
Washington  he  ranked  high  in  influence  and 
ability.  Fame  as  a  speaker  and  as  a  polit- 
ical leader  was  within  his  grasp,  when  he 
gave  up  public  life,  declined  a  renomination 
to  congress,  and  went  back  to  Troy  to  de- 
vote himself  to  his  private  business.  Six 
years  later,  in  1863,  he  removed  to  New 
York  and  plunged  into  the  arena  of  Wall 
street.  A  man  of  boundless  energy  and 
tireless  pertinacity,  with  wonderful  judg- 
ment of  men  and  things,  he  soon  took  his 
place  as  a  king  in  finance,  and,  it  is  said, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  con- 
trolled more  ready  money  than  any  other 
single  individual  on  this  continent. 


ROGER  QUARLES  MILLS,  a  noted 
United  States  senator  and  famous  as  the 
father  of  the  "Mills  tariff  bill,  "was  born 
in  Todd  county,  Kentucky,  March  30,  1832. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  removed  to  Palestine, 
Texas,  in  1849.  He  took  up  the  study  of 
law,  and  supported  himself  by  serving  as  an 
assistant  in  the  post-office,  and  in  the  offices 
of  the  court  clerks.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
engrossing  clerk  of  the  Texas  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  in  1852  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  while  still  a  minor,  by  special  act 
of  the  legislature.  He  then  settled  at  Cor- 
sicana,  Texas,  and  began  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  was  elected  to 
the  state  legislature  in  1859,  and  in  1872  he 
was  elected  to  congress  from  the  state  at 
large,  as  a  Democrat.  After  his  first  elec- 
tion he  was  continuously  returned  to  con- 
gress until  he  resigned  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  United  States  senator,  to  which  he 
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was  elected  March  23,  1892,  to  succeed 
Hon.  Horace  Chilton.  He  took  his  seat  in 
the  senate  March  30,  1892;  was  afterward 
re-elected  and  ranked  among  the  most  use- 
ful and  prominent  members  of  that  body. 
In  1876  he  opposed  the  creation  of  the  elec- 
toral commission,  and  in  1887  canvassed 
the  state  of  Texas  against  the  adoption  of 
a  prohibition  amendment  to  its  constitution, 
which  was  defeated.  He  introduced  into 
the  house  of  representatives  the  bill  that  was 
known  as  the  "Mills  Bill,"  reducing  duties 
on  imports,  and  extending  the  free  list. 
The  bill  passed  the  house  on  July  21,  1888, 
and  made  the  name  of  "Mills"  famous 
throughout  the  entire  country. 


HAZEN  S.  PINGREE,  the  celebrated 
Michigan  political  leader,  was  born  in 
Maine  in  1842.  Up  to  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  worked  hard  on  the  stony  ground  of 
his  father's  small  farm.  Attending  school 
in  the  winter,  he  gained  a  fair  education, 
and  when  not  laboring  on  the  farm,  he 
found  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  in  the 
vicinity.  He  resolved  to  find  more  steady 
work,  and  accordingly  went  to  Hopkinton, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  entered  a  shoe  fac- 
tory, but  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed at  once  and  was  enrolled  in  the  First 
Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  which  was 
his  initial  fight,  and  served  creditably  his 
early  term  of  service,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  re-enlisted.  He  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Fredricksburg,  Harris  Farm, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  and  Cold  Har- 
bor, In  1864  he  was  captured  by  Mosby, 
and  spent  five  months  at  Andersonville, 
Georgia,  as  a  prisoner,  but  escaped  at  the 
end  of  that  time.  He  re-entered  the  service 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Fisher,  Boyden,    and    Sailor's    Creek.      He 


was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
in  1866  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where 
he  made  use  of  his  former  experience  in  a 
shoe  factor}',  and  found  work.  Later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  another  workman 
and  started  a  small  factory,  which  has  since 
become  a  large  establishment.  Mr.  Pin- 
gree  made  his  entrance  into  politics  in  1889, 
in  which  year  he  was  elected  by  a  surpris- 
ingly large  majority  as  a  Republican  to  the 
mayoralty  of  Detroit,  in  which  office  he  was 
the  incumbent  during  four  consecutive  terms. 
In  November,  1896,  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  of  Michigan.  While 
mayor  of  Detroit,  Mr.  Pingree  originated 
and  put  into  execution  the  idea  of  allowing 
the  poor  people  of  the  city  the  use  of  va- 
cant city  lands  and  lots  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  potatoes.  The  idea  was  enthusiast- 
ically adopted  by  thousands  of  poor  families, 
attracted  wide  attention,  and  gave  its  author 
a  national  reputation  as  "Potato-patch  Pin- 
gree."   

THOMAS  ANDREW  HENDRICKS,  an 
eminent  American  statesman  and  a 
Democratic  politician  of  national  fame,  was 
born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1 8 19.  In  1822  he  removed,  with  his 
father,  to  Shelby  county,  Indiana.  He 
graduated  from  the  South  Hanover  College 
in  1 841,  and  two  years  later  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  In  1851  he  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  constitutional  convention, 
and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  that  body.  He  was  elected  to  congress 
in  1 85 1,  and  after  serving  two  terms  was 
appointed  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
general  land-office.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate,  where  his  dis- 
tinguished services  commanded  the  respect 
of  all  parties.  He  was  elected  governor  of 
Indiana  in    1872,  serving  four  years,  and  in 
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1876  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  as 
candidate  for  the  vice-presidency  with  Til- 
den.  The  returns  in  a  number  of  states 
were  contested,  and  resulted  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  tlie  famous  electoral  commission, 
which  decided  in  favor  of  the  Republican 
candidates.  In  1884  Mr.  Hendricks  was 
again  nominated  as  candidate  for  the  vice- 
presidency,  by  the  Democratic  party,  on  the 
ticket  with  Grover  Cleveland,  was  elected, 
and  served  about  six  months.  He  died  at 
Indianapolis,  November  25,  1885.  Hewas 
regarded  as  one  of  the  brainiest  men  in  the 
party,  and  his  integrity  was  never  ques- 
tioned, even  by  his  political  opponents. 


GARRETT  A.  HOBART,  one  of  the 
many  able  men  who  have  held  the 
high  office  of  vice-president  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  June  3,  1844,  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  New  Jersey,  and  in  i860  en- 
tered the  sophomore  class  at  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  1S63  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  He  then  taught 
school  until  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Socrates  Tuttle,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
with  v/hom  he  studied  law,  and  in  1869 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  immediately 
began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
i.i  the  office  of  the  above  named  gentleman. 
He  became  interested  in  political  life,  and 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1865  held  his  first  office,  serving  as 
clerk  for  the  grand  jury.  He  was  also  city 
counsel  of  Paterson  in  1871,  and  in  May, 
1872,  was  elected  counsel  for  the  board  of 
chosen  freeholders.  He  entered  the  state 
legislature  in  1873,  and  was  re-elected  to 
the  assembly  in  1874.  Mr.  Hobart  was 
made  speaker  of  the  assembly  in  1876,  and 
and  in  1879  was  elected  to  the  state  senate. 
After  serving  three  years  in  the  same,  he 
was  elected  president  of  that  body  in  1881, 


and  the  following  year  was  re-elected  to 
that  office.  He  was  a  delegate-at  large  to 
the  Republican  national  convention  ''n  1876 
and  1880,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
national  committee  in  1884,  which  pos'tion 
he  occupied  continuously  until  1896.  He 
was  then  nominated  for  vice-president  by 
the  Republican  national  convention,  anr* 
was  elected  to  that  office  in  the  fall  of  1896 
on  the  ticket  with  William  McKinley. 


WILLIAM  MORRIS  STEWART,  noted 
as  a  political  leader  and  senator,  was 
born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  county,  New  York, 
August  9,  1827,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents while  still  a  small  child  to  Mesopota- 
mia township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  He 
attended  the  Lyons  Union  school  and  Farm- 
ington  Academy,  where  he  obtained  his  ed- 
ucation. Later  he  taught  mathematics  in 
the  former  school,  while  yet  a  pupil,  and 
with  the  little  money  thus  earned  and  the 
assistance  of  James  C.  Smith,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York, 
he  entered  Yale  College.  He  remained 
there  until  the  winter  of  1849-50,  when,  at- 
tracted by  the  gold  discoveries  in  California 
he  wended  his  way  thither.  He  arrived  at 
San  Francisco  in  May,  1850,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  mining  with  pick  and  shovel  in  Ne- 
vada county.  In  this  way  he  accumulated 
some  money,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  under  John  R. 
McConnell.  The  following  December  he 
was  appointed  district  attorney,  to  which 
office  he  was  chosen  at  the  general  election 
of  the  next  year.  In  1854  he  was  ap- 
pointed attorney-general  of  California,  and 
in  i860  he  removed  to  Virginia  City,  Ne- 
vada, where  he  largely  engaged  in  early 
mining  litigation.  Mr.  Stewart  was  also  in- 
terested in  the  development  of  the  "Com- 
stock   lode,"    and   in    1861    was   chosen   a 
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member  of  the  territorial  council.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention in  1863,  and  was  elected  United 
States  senator  in  1864,  and  re-elected  in 
1869.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
1875,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
Nevada,  California,  and  the  Pacific  coast 
generally.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  he 
was  elected  again  to  the  United  States  sen- 
ate as  a  Republican  in  1887  to  succeed  the 
late  James  G.  Fair,  a  Democrat,  and  took 
his  seat  March  4,  1887.  On  the  expiration 
of  his  term  he  was  again  re-elected  and  be- 
came one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  con- 
gress. His  ability  as  an  orator,  and  the 
prominent  part  he  took  in  the  discussion  of 
public  questions,  gained  him  a  national  rep- 
utation. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM  VEST,  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  the 
United  States  senate,  was  born  in  Frank- 
fort, Kentucky,  December  6,  1848.  He 
graduated  from  Center  College  in  1868,  and 
from  the  law  department  of  the  Transyl- 
vania University  of  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
in  1853.  In  the  same  year  he  removed  to 
Missouri  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, In  1 860  he  was  an  elector  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  lower  house  of  the  Missouri  legislature 
in  1860-61.  He  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
federate congress,  serving  two  years  in  the 
lower  house  and  one  in  the  senate.  He 
then  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  in 
1879  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  to  succeed  James  Shields.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1885,  and  again  in  1891  and 
1897.  His  many  years  of  service  in  the 
National  congress,  coupled  with  his  ability 
as  a  speaker  and  the  active  part  he  took  in 
the  discussion  of  public  questions,  gave  him 
a  wide  reputation. 


HANNIBAL  HAMLIN,  a  noted  American 
statesman,  whose  name  is  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  history  of  this  country, 
was  born  in  Paris,  Maine,  August  27,  1809. 
He  learned  the  printer's  trade  and  followed 
that  calling  for  several  years.  He  then 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1833.  He  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  where  he  was  several 
times  chosen  speaker  of  the  lower  house. 
He  was  elected  to  congress  by  the  Demo- 
crats in  1843,  and  re-elected  in  1845.  In 
1848  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States 
senate  and  served  in  that  body  until  1861. 
He  was  elected  governor  of  Maine  in  1857 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  resigned  when 
re-elected  to  the  United  States  senate 
the  same  year.  He  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  ticket  with 
Lincoln  in  i860,  and  inaugurated  in  March, 
1 861.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  collector 
of  the  port  of  Boston.  Beginning  with 
1869  he  served  two  six-year  terms  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  was  then  ap- 
pointed by  President  Garfield  as  minister  to 
Spain  in  1881.  His  death  occurred  July  4, 
1 891.  

I  SHAM  G.  HARRIS,  famous  as  Confed- 
erate war  governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
distinguished  by  his  twenty  years  of  service 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  and 
educated  at  the  Academy  of  Winchester. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  commenced  practice 
at  Paris,  Tennessee,  in  1841.  He  was 
elected  to  the  state  legislature  in  1847,  was 
a  candidate  for  presidential  elector  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  1848,  and  the  next 
year  was  elected  to  congress  from  his  dis- 
trict, and  re-elected  in  1851.  In  1853  he 
was  renominated   by  the    Democrats  of  his 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPHY. 


215 


•district,  but  declined,  and  removed  to  Mem- 
phis, where  he  took  up  the  practice  of  law. 
He  was  a  presidential  elector-at-large  from 
Tennessee  in  1856,  and  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  the  next  year,  and  again 
in  1859,  and  in  1861.  He  was  driven  from 
Nashville  by  the  advance  of  the  Union 
armies,  and  for  the  last  three  years  of  the 
war  acted  as  aid  upon  the  staff  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  Confederate  army 
of  Tennessee.  After  the  war  he  went  to 
Liverpool,  England,  where  he  became  a 
merchant,  but  returned  to  Memphis  in  1867, 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate, 
to  which  position  he  was  successively  re- 
elected until  his  death  in  1897. 


NELSON  DINGLEY,  Jr.,  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  one  of  the  leaders 
in  congress  and  framer  of  the  famous 
"  Dingley  tarifT  bill,"  was  born  in  Durham, 
Maine,  in  1832.  His  father  as  well  as  all 
his  ancestors,  were  farmers,  merchants  and 
mechanics  and  of  English  descent.  Young 
Dingley  was  given  the  advantages  first  of 
the  common  schools  and  in  vacations  helped 
his  father  in  the  store  and  on  the  farm. 
When  twelve  years  of  age  he  attended  high 
school  and  at  seventeen  was  teaching  in  a 
country  school  district  and  preparing  him- 
self for  college.  The  following  year  he  en- 
tered Waterville  Academy  and  in  1851  en- 
tered Colby  University.  After  a  year  and  a 
half  in  this  institution  he  entered  Dart- 
mouth College  and  was  graduated  in  1855 
with  high  rank  as  a  scholar,  debater  and 
writer.  He  next  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1856.  But  instead  of 
practicing  his  profession  he  purchased  the 
"  Lewistown  (Me.)  Journal,"  which  be- 
came famous  throughout  the  New  England 
states  as  a  leader  in  the  advocacy  of  Repub- 


lican principles.  About  the  same  time  Mr. 
Dingley  began  his  political  career,  although 
ever  after  continuing  at  the  head  of  the 
newspaper.  He  was  soon  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  afterward  to  the  lower 
house  of  congress,  where  he  became  a 
prominent  national  character.  He  also 
served  two  terms  as  governor  of  Maine. 


OLIVER  PERRY  MORTON,  a  distin- 
guished American  statesman,  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  August  4,  1823. 
His  early  education  was  by  private  teaching 
and  a  course  at  the  Wayne  County  Seminary. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  entered  the 
Miami  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years  quit  the  college,  began 
the  Study  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  New- 
man, of  Centerville,  Indiana,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1847. 

Mr.  Morton  was  elected  judge  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  in  1852,  but  on  tht 
passage  of  the  "  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill"  he 
severed  his  connection  with  that  party,  and 
soon  became  a  prominent  leader  of  the  Re- 
publicans. He  was  elected  governor  of  In- 
diana in  1 86 1,  and  as  war  governor  became 
well  known  throughout  the  country.  He 
received  a  paralytic  stroke  in  1865,  which 
partially  'deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his 
limbs.  He  was  chosen  to  the  United  States 
senate  from  Indiana,  in  1867,  and  wielded 
great  influence  in  that  body  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  November  i,   1877. 


JOHN  B.  GORDON,  a  brilliant  Confeder- 
ateofficer  and  noted senatoroftheUnited 
States,  was  born  in  Upson  county,  Georgia, 
February  6,  1832.  He  graduated  from  the 
State  University,  studied  law,  and  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate 
service  as  captain   of  infantry,  and  rapidly 
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rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general, 
commanding  one  wing  of  the  Confederate 
army  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1868  he 
was  Democratic  candidate  for  governor  of 
Georgia,  and  it  is  said  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority,  but  his  opponent  was  given  the 
office.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
Democratic  conventions  in  1868  and  1872, 
and  a  presidential  elector  both  years.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
senate.  In  1886  he  was  elected  governor 
of  Georgia,  and  re-elected  in  1888.  He 
was  again  elected  to  the  United  States 
senate  in  1890,  serving  until  1897,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  A.  S.  Clay.  He  was 
regarded  as  a  leader  of  the  southern  Democ- 
racy, and  noted  for  his  fiery  eloquence. 


STEPHEN  JOHNSON  FIELD,  an  illus- 
trious associate  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at 
Haddam,  Connecticut,  November  4,  18 16, 
being  one  of  the  noted  sons  of  Rev.  D. 
D.  Field.  He  graduated  from  Williams 
College  in  1837.  took  up  the  study  of  law 
with  his  brother,  David  Dudley  Field,  be- 
coming his  partner  upon  admission  to  the 
bar.  He  went  to  California  in  1849,  and  at 
once  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  that  state.  He  was 
elected  alcalde  of  Marysville,  in  1850,  and 
in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature.  In  1857  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state,  and  two  years  afterwards  became  its 
chief  justice.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  as  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  During 
his  incumbency,  in  1873,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  California  one  of  a  com- 
mission to  examine  the  codes  of  the  state 
and  for  the  preparation  of  amendments  to 
the  same  for  submission  to  the   legislature. 


In  1877  he  was  one  of  the  famous  electora^ 
commission  of  fifteen  members,  and  voted 
as  one  of  the  seven  favoring  the  election  of 
Tilden  to  the  presidency.  In  1880  a  large 
portion  of  the  Democratic  party  favored  his 
nomination  as  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
He  retired  in  the  fall  of  1897,  having 
served  a  greater  number  of  years  on  the 
supreme  bench  than  any  of  his  associates  or 
predecessors.  Chief  Justice  Marshall  coming- 
ne.xt  in  length  of  service. 

JOHN  T.  MORGAN,  whose  services  in 
the  United  States  senate  brought  him 
into  national  prominence,  was  born  in 
Athens,  Tennessee,  June  20,  1824.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  he  emigrated  to  Alabama, 
where  he  made  his  permanent  home,  and 
where  he  received  an  academic  education. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1845.  He  took  a 
leading  part  in  local  politics,  was  a  presi- 
dential elector  in  i860,  casting  his  ballot 
for  Breckenridge  and  Lane,  and  in  1861 
was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  which 
passed  the  ordinance  of  secession.  In  May, 
of  the  same  year,  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  Cahawba 
Rifles,  and  was  soon  after  made  major  and 
then  lieutenant-colonel  ofthe  Fifth  Regiment. 
In  1862  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  and 
soon  after  made  brigadier-general  and  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  Vir- 
ginia. He  resigned  to  join  his  old  regiment 
whose  colonel  had  been  killed.  He  was 
soon  afterward  again  made  brigadier-gen- 
eral and  given  command  of  the  brigade  that 
included  his  regiment. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  continued  it  up  to  the  time 
of  his  election  to  the  United  States  senate,  in 
1877.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  in  1876, 
and  cast  his  vote  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks. 
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He  was  re-elected  to  the  senate  in  1883, 
and  again  in  1889,  and  1895.  His  speeches 
and  the  measures  he  introduced,  marked 
as  they  were  by  an  intense  Americanism, 
brought    him    into   national  prominence. 


WILLIAM  McKINLEY, the  twenty-fifth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  at  Niles,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1844.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  a  Methodist  academy  in  the  small  village 
of  Poland,  Ohio.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  Mr.  McKinley  was  teaching  school, 
earning  twenty-five  dollars  per  month.  As 
soon  as  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  he  en- 
listed in  a  company  that  was  formed  in 
Poland,  which  was  inspected  and  mustered 
in  by  General  John  C.  Fremont,  who  at 
first  objected  to  Mr.  McKinley,  as  being  too 
young,  but  upon  examination  he  was  finally 
accepted.  Mr.  McKinley  was  seventeen 
when  the  war  broke  out  but  did  not  look  his 
age.  He  served  in  the  Twenty-third  Ohio 
Infantry  throughout  the  war,  was  promoted 
from  sergeant  to  captain,  for  good  conduct 
on  the  field,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
for  meritorious  services,  he  was  brevetted 
major.  After  leaving  the  army  Major  Mc- 
Kinley took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  1869  he  took 
his  initiation  into  politics,  being  elected  pros- 
ecuting attorney  of  his  county  as  a  Republi- 
can, although  the  district  was  usually  Demo- 
cratic. In  1 876  he  was  elected  to  congress, 
and  in  a  call  upon  the  President-elect,  Mr. 
Hayes,  to  whom  he  went  for  advice  upon  the 
way  he  should  shape  his  career,  he  was 
told  that  to  achieve  fame  and  success  he 
must  take  one  special  line  and  stick  to  it. 
Mr.  McKinley  chose  tariff  legislation  and 
he  became  an  authority  in  regard  to  import 
duties.      He  was  a  member  of  congress  for 


many  years,  became  chairman  of  the  ways 
and  means  committee,  and  later  he  advo- 
cated the  famous  tariff  bill  that  bore  his 
name,  which  was  passed  in  1S90.  In  the 
next  election  the  Republican  party  was 
overwhelmingly  defeated  through  the  coun- 
try, and  the  Democrats  secured  more  than 
a  two  thirds  majority  in  the  lower  house, 
and  also  had  control  of  the  senate,  Mr. 
McKinley  being  defeated  in  his  own  district 
by  a  small  majority.  He  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Ohio  in  1 89 1  by  a  plurality  of 
twenty-one  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  two  years  later  he  was  re-elected 
by  the  still  greater  plurality  of  eighty  thou- 
sand, nine  hundred  and  ninety-five.  He  was 
a  delegate-at-large  to  .the  Minneapolis  Re-« 
publican  convention  in  1892,  and  was  in- 
structed to  support  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Harrison.  He  was  chairman  of  the  con-, 
vention,  and  was  the  only  man  from  Ohio 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Harrison  upon  the  roll  call. 
In  November,  1892,  a  number  of  prominent 
politicians  gathered  in  New  York  to  discuss 
the  political  situation,  and  decided  that  the 
result  of  the  election  had  put  an  end  to  Mc- 
Kinley and  McKinleyism.  But  in  less  than 
four  years  from  that  date  Mr.  McKinley  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency  against  the 
combined  opposition  of  half  a  dozen  rival 
candidates.  Much  of  the  credit  for  his  suc- 
cess was  due  to  Mark  A.  Hanna,  of  Cleve- 
land, afterward  chairman  of  the  Republican 
national  committee.  At  the  election  which 
occurred  in  November,  1896,  Mr.  McKinley 
was  elected  president  of  the  United  States 
by  an  enormous  majority,  on  a  gold  stand- 
ard and  protective  tariff  platform.  He  was 
inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March,  1897, 
and  called  a  special  session  of  congress,  to 
which  was  submitted  a  bill  for  tariff  reform, 
which  was  passed  in  the  latter  part  of  July 
of  that  vear. 


218 


COMPENDIUM    OF   BIOGRAPHY. 


CINCINNATUS  HEINE  MILLER, 
known  in  the  literary  world  as  Joaquin 
Miller,  "the  poet  of  the  Sierras,"  was  born 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1841.  When  only 
about  thirteen  years  of  age  he  ran  away 
from  home  and  went  to  the  mining  regions 
in  California  and  along  the  Pacific  coast. 
Some  time  afterward  he  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Modoc  Indians  and  lived  with  them 
for  five  years.  He  learned  their  language 
and  gained  great  influence  with  them,  fight- 
ing in  their  wars,  and  in  all  modes  of  living 
became  as  one  of  them.  In  1858  he  left 
the  Indians  and  went  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  studied  law,  and  in  i860  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Oregon.  In  1866  he 
was  elected  a  county 'judge  in  Oregon  and 
served  four  years.  Early  in  the  seventies 
he  began  devoting  a  good  deal  of  time  to 
literary  pursuits,  and  about  1874  he  settled 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  wrote  many 
poems  and  dramas  that  attracted  consider- 
able attention  and  won  him  an  extended 
reputation.  Among  his  productions  may  be 
mentioned  "  Pacific  Poems,"  "  Songs  of  the 
Sierras,"  "Songs  of  the  Sun  Lands," 
' '  Ships  in  the  Desert, "  ' '  Adrianne,  a  Dream 
of  Italy,"  "Danites, "  "Unwritten  History," 
"  First  Families  of  the  Sierras  "  (a  novel), 
"  One  Fair  Woman  "  (a  novel),  "  Songs  of 
Italy,"  "  Shadows  of  Shasta,"  "The  Gold- 
Seekers  of  the  Sierras,"  and  a  number  of 
others. 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  ROOT,  a 
noted  music  publisher  and  composer, 
was  born  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  on  August  30,  1820.  While 
working  on  his  father's  farm  he  found  time 
to  learn,  unaided,  several  musical  instru- 
ments, and  in  his  eighteenth  year  he  went 
to  Boston,  where  he  soon  found  employ- 
ment as  a  teacher  of  music.     From    1839 


until  1844  he  gave  instructions  in  music  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  was  also 
director  of  music  in  two  churches.  Mr. 
Root  then  went  to  New  York  and  taught 
music  in  the  various  educational  institutions 
of  the  city.  He  went  to  Paris  in  1850  and 
spent  one  year  there  in  study,  and  on  his  re- 
turn he  published  his  first  song,  "Hazel 
Dell."  It  appeared  as  the  work  of  "Wur- 
zel,"  which  was  the  German  equivalent  of 
his  name.  He  was  the  originator  of  the 
normal  musical  institutions,  and  when  the 
first  one  was  started  in  New  York  he 
was  one  of  the  faculty.  He  removed  to 
Chicago,  Illinois,  in  i860,  and  established 
the  firm  of  Root  &  Cady,  and  engaged  in 
the  publication  of  music.  He  received,  in 
1872,  the  degree  of  "Doctor  of  Music" 
from  the  University  of  Chicago.  After  the 
war  the  firm  became  George  F.  Root  &  Co., 
of  Cincinnati  and  Chicago.  Mr.  Root  did 
much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  music  in  this 
country  by  his  compositions  and  work  as  a 
teacher.  Besides  his  numerous  songs  he 
wrote  a  great  deal  of  sacred  music  and  pub- 
lished many  collections  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
most  popular  song  writer  in  America,  and 
was  one  of  the  greatest  song  writers  of  the 
war.  He  is  also  well-known  as  an  author, 
and  his  work  in  that  line  comprises:  "  Meth- 
ods for  the  Piano  and  Organ,"  "  Hand- 
book on  Harmony  Teaching, "  and  innumer- 
able articles  for  the  musical  press.  Among 
his  many  and  most  popular  songs  of  the 
wartime  are:  "  Rosalie,  the  Prairie-flower," 
"Battle  Cry  of  Freedom,"  "  Just  Before  the 
Battle,"  "  Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp,  the  Boys 
are  Marching,"  "  The  Old  Folks  are  Gone," 
"A  Hundred  Years  Ago,"  "Old  Potomac 
Shore,  "and  "  There's  Music  in  the  Air."  Mr. 
Root's  cantatas  include  ' '  The  Flower  Queen" 
and  "The  Haymakers."     He  died  in  1896. 
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EDWIX  V.  :\IOREHOUSE. 


ORTUXATE  is  lie  wlio  has  back  of 
him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  dis- 
tinguished, and  happy  is  he  if  his 
lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony 
therewith.  Onr  snbject  is  blessed  in  this 
respect,  for  he  springs  from  one  of  the 
most  prominent  families  nf  the  state.  He 
was  born  in  Maryville,  April  t8.  1^77,  and  is 
a  son  of  Hon.  Albert  I',  and  Martha  (  Mc- 
r-adden)  Morehouse,  nati\'es  nf  Ohio  and 
]\Iissouri,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Lexington,  this  state,  in  1865,  and  were 
the  parents  rif  three  children,  namely:  Xan- 
r.ie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  A.  1).  Xeal.  a  promi- 
nent attorney  of  Chetopa.  Kansas;  Anna, 
who  married  \\'.  N\'.  Ciiddings,  a  ilruggist 
of  Maryville,  and  died  in  1897;  and  Edwin 
\'.,  our  snbject. 

Stephen  Alorehouse,  Jr.,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Xew  Jersey. 
February  11,  1813,  and  was  a  son  of  Stephen 
Morehouse,  Sr.,  also  a  natix'e  of  that  state. 
In  1821  the  family  moved  to  Delaware  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  wdiere  Stephen,  Jr.,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  his  father's  farm  and  attended 
school.  In  1834  he  married  Miss  Har- 
riet Wood,  a  daughter  of  Roswell  Wood, 
a  native  of  of  New  York,    and    an    early 


settler  of  Delaware  county,  and  they 
continued  their  residence  in  the  Buckeye 
state  until  coming  to  N^odaway  county,  Mis- 
souri, in  1856,  when  they  located  twelve 
miles  north  of  Maryville,  being  among  the 
piijneers  of  that  locality,  as  there  were  only 
two  h(juses  between  their  home  and  the  city 
at  that  time.  Maryville  then  was  a  diminu- 
tive cross-roads  town  containing  only  a  few 
Cabins.  ]\Ir.  Morehouse  entered  a  half-sec- 
tion of  land  and  became  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  his  community,  as  well 
as  one  of  its  most  progressive  and  influential 
citizens.  After  farming  for  many  years  he 
mo\ed  to  Alaryville,  where  he  died  at  a  ripe 
old  age.  During  his  long  residence  here  he 
l>eld  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and 
w  as  found  ecpal  to  any  emergency,  discharg- 
ing all  his  obligations  with  the  utmost  fidel- 
ity. He  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one  in  the  county 
had  more  friends.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
county  judges,  being  first  elected  in  1S58, 
and  he  also  served  as  probate  judge  one 
term,  being  elected  to  that  office  in  1874; 
and  was  justice  of  the  peace  a  number  oi 
vears.  His  children  were  Alljcrt  1'.,  I'ran- 
cis,  ^^'ellington,  Stephen,  Ahina.  .\un.  Roi- 
ly and  Rose  Belle. 

Hon.  Albert  P.  Morehouse,  our  subject'.^ 
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father,  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
July  II,  1835,  and  was  reared  as  a  farmer 
boy,  though  his  educational  advantages  were 
better  than  the  average.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  began  teaching  school  in  his 
native  county,  and  after  coming  to  this  state 
with  his  parents,  in  1856,  continued  to  fol- 
low that  profession  for  a  time.  During  his 
leisure  hours  he  studied  law  and  in  i860 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Alontgomery  county,  Iowa,  for  some 
years.  In  1861  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  in  Colonel  Kimball's  regiment  of 
enrolled  militia,  and  held  that  office  six 
months.  He  commence<l  the  practice  of  law 
at  Maryville,  in  i86j,  and  was  in  practice 
with  Colonel  Amos  Graham  until  the  latter's 
death,  in  1865.  In  1871  Mr.  Morehouse  re- 
linquished active  practice  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  real-estate  business.  He  was  a 
recognized  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  at  Baltimore,  in  1872,  and 
at  St.  Louis,  in  1876.  As  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  men  of  his  com- 
munity he  was  called  ui)on  to  represent  his 
county  in  the  state  legislature  in  1877  and 
1878,  and  again  in  1883  and  1884.  In  the 
latter  year  he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor 
on  the  ticket  with  John  S.  Marmaduke,  and 
thus  became  the  presiding  officer  of  the  state 
senate  in  January,  1885.  In  that  position  he 
won  an  cnvialjle  reputation,  being  fair  and 
impartial  in  all  his  rulings  and  decisions.  In 
his  splendid  appointments  of  committees  he 
met  the  approbation  of  all  classes,  especially 
the  agriculturists,  as  his  sympathies  were  al- 
ways with  the  farmers  against  corjwrations ; 
but  he  was  always  just  to  all.  On  the  death 
of  Governor  Marmaduke  in  Decemlier, 
1887,  he  succeeded  him  in  the  liighest  office 


of  the  state,  and  proved  himself  so  wise  and 
excellent  a  chief  executive  that  upon  his  re- 
linquishment of  the  office  to  Governor  Fran- 
cis in  January,  1889.  his  administration  was 
praised  by  both  political  parties.  The  Globe- 
Democrat,  the  leading  Republican  paper  of 
the  state,  paid  him  a  high  tribute. 

Governor  Morehouse  was  a  public-spirit- 
ed citizen  and  most  generous  in  his  support 
of  all  enterprises  for  the  welfare  of  his  town 
and  county.  His  ear  was  e\er  open  to  the 
appeals  of  charity,  and  he  gave  liberally  of 
his  means.  If  he  erred  it  was  always  on 
the  side  of  mercy.  He  served  as  worship- 
ful master  of  Maryville  Lodge,  No.  165,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
chapter  and  conmiandery.  He  filled  many 
l)ublic  oftices  in  his  county  and  state  and  al- 
ways acquitted  him.'elf  in  a  most  creditable 
and  satisfactory  manner.  In  1891  he  was 
strongly  solicited  by  his  friends  throughout 
the  state  to  become  a  candidate  for  goxernor. 
but  had  made  up  his  mind  to  retire  from 
politics  and  so  refused.  In  his  speculations 
he  had  become  the  owner  of  two  large  stock 
farms,  to  the  care  of  whicli  he  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  While  on  one  of  his 
farms  he  received  a  slight  sunstroke,  which 
was  followed  by  an  illness  from  which  he 
never  recovered,  but  died  September  23. 
1891.  At  that  time  his  wife  and  one  child 
were  visiting  relatives  in  Lexington.  Mis- 
souri. Mrs.  Morehouse  has  since  died,  de- 
parting this  life  January  10,  1900. 

Edwin  V.  Morehou.se,  familiarly  known 
as  Xed,  was  reared  in  Maryville,  where  he 
attended  school,  and  later  was  a  student  at 
the  Military  Academy  in  Mexico,  Missouri, 
and  St.  James  Academy  at  Macon  City.  He 
is  now  carrying  forward  the  work  inaugurat- 
ed by  his  father,  being  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock    raising.      Although 
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yrmno-  in  years  he  has  ah^eady  displayed  ex- 
cellent business  and  executive  ability,  and  is 
doing  credit  to  his  illustrious  ancestors.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  ^Masonic  frater- 
nity. 


WARREN  L.  JOHNSON. 

This  prominent  attorney  and  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Maryville,  Missouri,  is  one  of 
the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  whose 
devotion  to  his  country  was  tested  not  only 
bv  service  on  the  tield  of  battle  but  in  the 
still  more  deadly  dangers  of  southern  pris- 
ons. This  gallant  soldier  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  March  6,  1844,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  Franklin  and  Mary  A.  (Huddle) 
Johnson,  also  natives  of  Ohio.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Johnson,  was  born 
in  New  England,  of  English  ancestry,  and 
Avas  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  In  his  family 
■were  nine  children,  namely  •  Truman,  de- 
ceased; Silas,  a  resident  of  Illinois;  Frank- 
Im,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Louisa,  the 
wife  uf  J.  Day;  Mary,  the  wife  of  B.  Day; 
David,  a  resident  of  Colorado;  Harvey  and 
Hiram,  both  of  Illinois;  and  Ilarriette,  who 
died  unmarried.  Our  subject's  maternal 
grandfather,  Christian  Huddle,  was  a  Ger- 
man by  birth  and  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade. 
In  1871  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  spent  his  last  days  here  with  a 
daughter.  His  children  were  Eliza,  the 
•wife  of  J.  H.  Walker;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
S.  S.  Walker;  Mary  A.,  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  Ouincy,  who  died  in  St.  Louis; 
and  Socrates,  a  resident  of  Kansas.  The 
father  of  our  subject  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  but  in 
1857  moved  to  Illinois,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Piatt  county,  where  he  died  May  23,  1861. 
The  mother  had  died  February  26,  1846,  and 


he  again  married.  By  the  second  union 
there  were  three  children:  Rosaltha,  the 
wife  of  J.  Duvall;  Edgar,  who  died  young; 
and  Georgia  A.,  the  wife  of  A.  Pursell. 

When  nearly  two  years  old  W.  L.  John- 
son lost  his  mother,  and  he  then  went  to  live 
with  his  maternal  grandparents.  Christian 
and  Nancy  Huddle,  in  Londonderry,  Ohio. 
The  greater  part  of  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools,  and  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  attending  Mount 
Pleasant  Academy,  at  Kingston,  Ross  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  On  the  loth  of  August,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Thirty-third 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private,  but 
on  the  4th  of  September  he  was  promoted 
the  rank  of  corporal,  on  the  J 5th  uf  the 
same  month  to  that  of  sergeant,  and  com- 
missioned second  lieutenant  September  i, 
1863,  and  first  lieutenant  January  i,  1864. 
At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  September 
20,  1863,  he  was  captured  by  the  rebels  and 
first  sent  to  Belle  Isle.  Later  he  was  in- 
carcerated in  the  Smith  building  at  Rich- 
mund.  just  across  the  street  from  Libby 
prison,  and  later  at  Danville,  Virginia; 
Andersonville,  Georgia ;  and  Charleston  and 
Florence,  South  Carolina,  where  he  ex- 
perienced all  the  horrors  and  tortures  of 
prison  life.  He  was  finally  paroled  at 
\\'ilmington,  North  Carolina,  February  26, 
1865,  and  returned  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  the 
22d  day  of  March.  During  his  imprison- 
ment he  contracted  scurvy,  which  settled  in 
h.is  left  leg  and  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
has  never  recovered. 

After  being  discharged  Mr.  Johnson 
visited  his  old  home  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
and  tlien  came  west  to  grow  up  with  the 
country.  In  April,  1865,  we  find  him  em- 
pl(:)}-ed  on  a  farm  in  Nodaway  county.  Mis- 
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souri,  and  the  following  August  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  circuit  clerk's  and  coun- 
ty recorder's  office,  where  lie  remained  tin 
til  November,  1866,  when  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer.  In  the  meantime  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  J.  P.  Coover 
as  his  preceptor,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  following 
three  years  were  spent  upon  a  farm,  but  the 
work  proving  too  arduous  he  then  returned 
to  Maryville  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Nodaway  county,  in  the  fall  of  1867.  As 
one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  county, 
he  has  taken  a  very  active  and  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  coun- 
ty attorney,  deputy  circuit  clerk,  deputy 
county  clerk,  justice  of  the  peace  eight 
years,  notary  public,  and  pension  attorney 
for  some  time.  His  official  duties  have  al- 
ways been  capably  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, and  his  career  has  ever  been  such 
as  to  win  for  him  the  commendable  and 
high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact.  Religiously  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church. 
On  the  15th  of  April,  1866,  in  Mary- 
ville, Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss  Martha  E. 
Terhune,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that 
city,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
five  children,  namely:  Edgar  C,  a  mechanic 
of  Burlington  Junction,  Missouri;  James 
F.,  a  resident  of  Portland,  Oregon;  Ger- 
trude, the  wife  of  C.  M.  Hurst;  V^rna  and 
John  C,  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Johnson's 
parents  were  Adam  and  Betsey  Terhune, 
natives  of  Indiana,  who  came  to  Missouri 
in  1844,  and  first  settled  in  .\ndrew  county, 
but  shortly  afterward  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  locating  in  Maryville,  where  the  fa- 
ther engaged  in  merchandising,  farming, 
brickmaking  and  the  sawmill  business,  and 


also  served  two  terms  as  the  presiding  judge 
of  the  county  court.  Politically  he  was  first 
a  ^\'hig  and  later  a  Republican,  and  re- 
ligiously is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the  same 
church,  died  January  10,  1890,  and  he  now 
makes  his  home  with  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lamar,  in  this  county.  His  children  were 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  T.  Wadley;  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Lamar;  John  C,  a  banker 
of  South  Evanston,  Illinois;  Mrs.  .\manda 
O.  Case,  deceased;  Martha  E.,  the  wife  of 
our  subject ;  Cornelius,  deceased :  Cyrus,  a 
traveling  salesman ;  and  Sophrona,  ileceased 
wife  of  D.  Ramsev. 


J.    \.\LLAXCE   BROWX. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  Covenanter  ancestors  on  the 
father's  side  were  driven  from  Scotland  to 
the  north  of  Ireland  by  religious  persecu- 
tions. 

Fr(jni  the  latter  home  the  paternal  great- 
grandfather, James  Brown,  came,  with 
a  little  colony  of  relatives,  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Beggs, 
was  born  in  1772,  in  Antrim  county,  Ire- 
land, emigrated  to  America  in  1785,  was 
married  January  i,  1791,  and  died  in  1868. 
Of  these  parents  nine  children  were  born. 

The  grandfather,  John  Brown,  was  the 
second  child  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Brown 
and  was  born  January  5,  1794- .  lie  was 
twice  married, — first  on  December  31,  1817, 
to  Elizabeth  Porter,  and  on  January  8.  1835, 
to  Eliza  Andrews.  By  the  former  he  had 
eight  children,  by  the  latter  six. 

The  father,  John  Hervey  Brown,  was 
the  youngest  child  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Brown  and  was  born  February  20,  1834. 
\yith  the  third  generation  noted  came  ex- 
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change  of  the  farm  for  a  profession  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  John  Hervey  Brown 
entered  Monmouth  (Illinois)  College,  re- 
ceived his  A.  B.  degree  in  1S62  and  two 
years  later  graduated  at  the  United  Presby-r 
terian  Theological  Seminary,  also  located  in 
Monmouth  at  that  time.  March  i,  1864, 
dated  his  marriage  to  Catherine  McClana- 
han.  His  lirst  pastoral  charge  was  Clayton, 
Illinois,  1864-1869.  Here,  December  29, 
1864.  was  born  a  daughter,  Nancy  Elizabeth, 
now  the  \\ife  of  Jnhn  Frazier.  a  retail  dealei 
in  general  merchandise  at  Viola,  Illinois. 
Three  and  a  half  years  later  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born,  and  May  29,  1868, 
some  six  weeks  after  his  birth,  the  mother 
died.  The  father's  second  pastorate  was 
Piqua,  Ohio,  1 869-1 884.  August  31,  1870, 
dated  his  marriage  to  Rachel  Emma  Gibson. 
A  daughter,  Katherine  Geno,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 8,  1873.  Her  husband,  Robert 
Frank  Wilkin,  is  the  cashier  of  a  private 
bank  in  Lenox,  Iowa.  The  youngest  child 
of  Rev.  John  H.  Brown  is  Arthur  Gibson, 
born  ]\Iarch  7,  1880,  and  at  present  (1900) 
a  junior  in  Monmouth  College.  From 
the  same  institution,  in  1882,  the  father  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
His  later  pastoral  settlements  were:  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  1885-1888;  and  Lenox, 
Iowa,  1889-1895.  In  1895  he  retired  from 
the  active  ministry  and  removed  to  Mon- 
mouth, since  that  time  his  home.  Of  this 
period  the  years  1895-1897  were  spent  as 
financial  agent  of  Tarkio,  ^Missouri,  College. 

The  maternal  ancestry  was  also  Scotch- 
Irish,  as  the  McClanahan  name  sufficiently 
testifies. 

The  great-grandf;ither,  Robert  ^IcClan- 
ahan,  was  born  in  the  year  1771  and  died 
July  17,  1832.  His  first  wife,  Isabel,  was 
born  in  1766  and  died  July  21,  1828.     At 


the  birth  of  their  first  child  we  find  them 
located  in  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia. 
The  second  wife,  Margaret,  was  born  in 
1782  and  died  January  24,  1832.  In  all 
there  were  born  of  these  parents  two  sons 
and  six  daughters. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  julin 
McClanahan,  was  the  oldest  child  of  Robert 
and  Isabel  McClanahan  and  was  born  Sep- 
tember 15,  1794.  He  served  his  country  as 
a  private  in  the  war  of  1812.  January  29, 
1818,  dated  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Black 
Wright.  The  kUter  was  born  in  Paris, 
Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  July  19,  1800, 
and  died  in  1873.  The  married  life  of  John 
and  Margaret  McClanahan  was  successive- 
ly spent  at  \Vest  Union,  Adams  county, 
Ohio;  Ripley,  Ohio;  Cedar  Creek,  Warren 
county,  Illinois;  and  Monmouth,  Illinois. 
The  husband  was  now  surveyor,  now  miller, 
now  farmer.  In  the  Ohio  state  militia  he 
was  a  general.  At  the  age  of  si.xty-eight 
he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  for  service 
in  the  war  uf  the  Rebellion  and  organized, 
at  Moninciutli,  Company  B.  Eighty-third 
Regiment,  Infantry,  Illinois  Volunteers,  of 
which  he  was  elected  the  captain.  At  the 
battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  February  3,  1863, 
while  gallantly  leading  a  charge,  he  was 
struck  by  a  minie  ball  and  died  from  the 
\vound  February  23.  In  his  memory  the 
^lonmouth  branch  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  is  named  McClanahan  Post. 
To  John  and  Margaret  McClanahan  were 
born  seventeen  children.  Nine  of  these 
were  sons.  ^^'ith  the  exception  of  one 
daughter,  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  all  reached  years  of  maturity,  were 
married,  and,  with  one  other  exception,  left 
families.  Four  of  the  sons  also  served  the 
Union  in  the  Civil  war.  John  Porter  was 
assistant  surgeon  to  the  Eighty-third  Regi- 
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meiit,  Infantry,  Illinois  Volunte?ers.  Will- 
iam Steel  was  the  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany F,  Seventeenth  Regiment,  Infantry, 
Illinois  Volunteers,  and  on  a  re-enlistment 
was  the  captain  of  Company  A,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Tlhirty-eighth  Regiment,  Illinois 
Volunteers.  Francis  Marion  and  Monroe 
Roubantile  were  privates,  respectively,  in  the 
Thirty-sixth  and  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-eighth  Regiments,  Infantry,  Illinois 
Volunteers.  Catherine  McClanahan,  later 
the  wife  of  John  Hervey  Brown  and  the 
mother  of  John  Vallance  Brown,  was  the 
3-oungest  daughter  and  the  next  youngest 
child  of  General  McClanahan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  John  Vallance 
Brown,  the  youngest  son  of  John  Hervey 
and  Catherine  (McClanahan)  Brown,  was 
born,  iis  stated  above,  at  Clayton,  Illinois, 
April  13,  1868.  From  his  mother's  death, 
six  weeks  later,  until  his  own  graduation 
at  college,  he  made  his  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Wickens,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  his  mother's  sister.  With  the  exception 
of  three  years  passed  in  Kirkwood,  Illi- 
nois, this  period  was  spent  at  Monmouth. 
From  ^Monmouth  College,  June  12,  1890,  he 
received  his  A.  B.  and  three  years  later  his 
A.  M.  degree.  Since  gratluation  he  has  held 
the  chair  of  Greek  language  and  literature 
in  Tarkio  College.  One  year  of  this  period, 
the  school  year  of  1893-94,  was  spent  in 
absence  for  study  at  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity. In  1897,  as  a  correspondence 
student  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  he  re- 
ceived first  rank  and  a  certificate  of  work 
in  advanced  New  Testament  Greek.  In 
1899  he  was  elected  the  vice-president  of 
Tarkio  College,  and  in  1900,  during  Presi- 
dent Thompson's  four  months'  absence  in 
Europe,  was  acting  president. 

September  7,   1893,  dated  his  marriage 


to  Ada  May  Moore,  of  Hanover,  Illinois. 
The  latter  is  the  only  surviving  child  of 
John  and  Agnes  Moore  and  was  born  near 
Hanover,  March  28,  1866.  A  younger 
sister  died  in  childhood.  Her  father, 
John  Moore,  the  third  child  of  Charles  and 
Hannah  Moore,  was  born  near  Galena,  Illi- 
nois, May  I,  1836,  was  a  student  at  West-i 
minster  College,  New  Wilmington,  Penn- 
sylvania, 1856-57;  a  teacher  in  Jo  Daviess 
county,  Illinois,  1859-60;  married  June  22, 
1865;  and  died  at  Hanover  March  9,  1868. 
Her  mother,  Agnes  Moore,  was  the  first 
child  of  John  and  Jane  Nesbitt  and  was  born 
near  Hanover,  January  10,  1846.  Her  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  James  Moore  Novem- 
ber 9,  1870.  The  grandparents  of  Ada 
Moore  Brown  were  John  Nesbitt  antl  Jane 
r^Ioffat,  Charles  Moore  and  Hannah  Rogers, 
and  they,  with  others,  came  to  Hanover 
from  county  Monaghan,  Ireland,  the  first 
named  in  1841,  the  second  in  1845,  the  last 
two  June  18,  1834.  Of  Ada  j\Ioore  Brown 
and  John  Vallance  Brown  have  been  born 
two  sons — ^John  Moore  Findley,  ^April  3, 
1897,  and  Artliur  Thomas,  May  6,  1900. 


FAYETTE  COOK. 

Among  the  representative  business  men 
i)f  Nodaway  county  none  are  more  deserving 
of  representation  in  this  colume  than  Fayette 
Cook,  deceased,  who  for  many  years  was 
connected  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
liie  community,  and  finally  in  the  banking 
business  in  Skidmore.  His  keen  discrimina- 
tion, unflagging  industry  and  resolute  pur- 
pose were  numbered  among  his  salient  char- 
acteristics, and  thus  he  has  won  that  pros- 
perity that  is  the  merited  reward  of  honest 
effort. 

Mr.  Cook  w.is  l)i>rn  in  Mi^rrow    countv. 
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Ohio,  July  20,  1829,  a  son  of  John  and  Abi- 
gail (Waffort)  Cook,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
former  was  of  Eng-lish,  the  latter  of  Hol- 
land Dutch  extraction.  In  181 1  the  father 
went  on  a  prospecting  tour  to  Ohio,  where 
he  Ijought  land  and  also  entered  a  tract,  and 
he  located  thereon  the  following  year.  To 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  farm 
lie  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
there  in  1844.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
Democrats  of  his  community,  and  was  hon- 
ored with  a  number  of  county  and  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the 
l^eace,  which  he  held  for  many  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  were  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them.  She 
survived  him  many  years,  dying  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1869.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children  besides  our  subject,  as  follows : 
Joseph,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  Cynthia,  the  wife  of  T. 
Phillips;  Rachel,  the  wife  of  J.  Dakin;  Mc- 
Arthur,  who  died  in  Ohio,  leaving  a  good 
estate  to  his  family;  John,  a  resident  of 
Burlington  Junction,  Missouri;  Miriam,  the 
wile  of  J.  Walker,  of  Noble  county,  Indiana; 
Perry,  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton; Fayette,  our  subject;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  M.  C.  McClucken;  and  Mary,  the  wife 
of  G.  Corwin.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Cook  was 
Keziah  Baughart  and  died  in  Ohio  at  about 
eighty-five  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  re- 
mained with  his  mother  in  charge  of  the 
home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  In 
1852  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Cyphers,  who  was  born  in  Warren 
county.  New  Jersey,  October  25,  1832,  a 
daughter  of  James  Cyphers,    a    native    of 


Xew  Jersey  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who 
died  in  Ohio.  She  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  the 
others  being  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  James,  Will- 
iam, Hannah,  Melville,  Marion,  Eugene, 
Clinton,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  parents  were  Ijnth  nicnil)crs  of  the  Bap- 
tist chlnxh,  to  which  Mrs.  Cook  also  be- 
longs, as  also  did  her  husband.  They  had 
six  children,  namely:  Samantha,  the  wife  of 
J  Baugher,  a  farmer;  Miles;  Allen,  who  was 
murdered  in  Oklahoma  in  1896;  James, 
who  was  formerly  a  farmer  but  is  now  a 
grain  and  stock  dealer  of  Skidmore ;  John, 
a  druggist  of  that  place;  and  jMay  Belle, 
the  wife  of  John  Giles,  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
In  1869  Mr.  Cook  left  Ohio  and  came 
to  Missouri.  Long  before  the  land  in  Noda- 
way county  came  into  market  his  father  had 
niatle  a  prospecting  tour  through  the  west, 
and  was  so  favorably  impressed  with  this 
region  that  in  framing  his  will  he  enabled 
the  administrator  and  executor  of  the  same 
to  purchase  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  to 
give  each  of  his  children  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  His  wish  was  carrietl  out  and 
the  land  entered  in  this  county  as  soon  as 
it  came  on  the  market.  On  coming  to  iSIis- 
souri  our  subject  took  possession  of  his 
tract  and  added  to  it  until  he  had  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.  He  devoted  many 
years  to  the  arduous  task  of  improving  and 
cultivating  his  land,  and  made  of  it  a  valu- 
able farm.  He  always  gave  considerable 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  fed  most  of  the  products  of  his  farm  to 
his  stock.  Industrious,  energetic  and  per- 
severing, his  well  directed  efforts  were 
crowned  with  success,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  men  of  his  com- 
munity. He  greatly  assisted  all  of  his  chil- 
dren financially,  wliile  still  retaining  a  hand- 
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some  property.  In  1898  he  and  a  son  erect- 
ed a  large  brick  block  in  Skidmore,  and  un- 
der the  state  law  opened  a  i)rivate  bank  with 
a  capital  of  five  thousand  dollars,  but  after- 
ward he  purchased  his  son's  interest  and 
pursued  a  general  banking  business  alone. 
He  occupied  one  store  room  in  the  building 
erected  by  him,  and  his  son  conducted  a 
drug  store  in  the  other,  while  the  hall  above 
was  used  as  an  opera  house.  After  1898 
Mr.  Cook  made  his  home  in  town,  and 
began  erecting  a  commodious  residence  there 
with  all  modern  improvements. 

Politically  he  was  always  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  gave  his  support 
to  every  enterprise  which  he  believed  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  moral,  social  and  ma- 
terial welfare  of  iiis  adopted  county.  He 
died  September  19,  1900,  and  is  buried  at 
Skidmore. 


JOXATMAX  W'OllLFORD. 

Jonathan  W'ohltord,  a  prominent  and 
representative  farmer  of  Nodaway  county 
and  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  that  county, 
is  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  that  section 
of  the  state.  A  son  of  George  and  Lydia 
(Danghenbaugh)  Wohlford,  he  was  born 
in  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
6,  1834. 

Philip  Wohlford,  the  grand fatlicr  of  our 
subject,  was  a  pioneer  of  Kentucky,  coming 
from  Germany.  From  Kentucky  he  moved 
to  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
conducted  a  mill  and  a  farm.  He  was  very 
well  and  favorably  known  in  the  county, 
where  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  left  the  following  chitilren  :  Jacol);  John; 
Philip,  Jr.;  George,  father  of  our  subject; 
Henry,  David,  Susanna,  Mary  and  Cather- 


ine. George  Wohlford  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  assisted  his 
father  in  farming  and  running  the  mill. 
Besides  being  a  millwright,  he  was  also  a 
wea\-er  by  trade,  lit  1847  lie  settled  in 
Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  where  he  bought 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  gave  his  at- 
tention to  farming.  .\t  his  death,  in  1869, 
he  left  a  good  estate.  His  wife  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one.  Their  children  were : 
Jonathan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Susan- 
na, the  wife  of  D.  L.  Bear;  Aaron,  of  Illi- 
nois; George,  killed  in  the  Civil  war;  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  P.  Bear;  Emanuel,  of  Minne- 
sota; and  Christian,  of  Illinois.  The  par- 
ents attended  the  Lutheran  church. 

Jonathan  \\'ohlford,  whose  name  heads 
this  brief  biography,  was  educated  in  the 
German  and  English  schools  of  his  native 
county.  In  1856  he  decided  to  "'go  west 
and  grow  up  with  the  country,"  so  accord- 
ingly set  out  for  Kansas.  Being  a  Republi- 
can, lie  was  invited  by  slave-state  voters  to 
move  on,  which  he  did,  tracing  his  way  back 
to  Missouri,  where  he  remained  in  St.  Jo- 
seph a  short  time.  He  then  went  farther 
north  in  the  state,  and,  in  Andrew  county, 
worked  out  at  fifty  cents  per  da}-.  After 
the  winter  was  over,  Mr.  Wohlford  went  to 
Iowa,  but  remained  only  until  fall,  returning 
to  Missouri,  where  lie  bought  a  claim  of 
eighty  acres  inXodaway  county.  He  returned 
to  Andrew  county  in  1858,  and  married, 
after  which  he  got  together  a  pioneer  cabin 
and  settled  on  his  own  land  in  Nodaway 
county.  Being  a  thorough  and  conscien- 
tious worker,  it  was  not  long  until  affairs 
began  to  shape  themselves  according  to  his 
plans,  and  his  land  was  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  been  very  successful 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
fiftv  acres   of  l)i'antifn11v    ruliiv.Ucil     l.nul. 
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He  lias  also  handled  and  raised  stock,  in 
addition  to  the  tilling-  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Wohlford  married  Sarah  E.  Jobe, 
April  6,  1858.  She  was  born  in  Sangamon 
county,  ininois,  a  daughter  of  Ira  B.  Jobe, 
^vho  was  a  native  of  day  county,  Missouri. 
Mr.  Jobe  was  reared  in  Illinois,  and  in  1857 
moved  to  Missouri,  settling  in  Andrew  coun- 
ty, where  he  carried  on  general  farming. 
He  sold  his  farm  there  in  1865  and  moved 
,to  Nodaway  county,  where  he  continued  to 
live  to  the  time  of  his  deatii,  which  occurred 
in  July,  1898.  His  wife,  who  is  in  her 
eighty-fifth  year,  is  still  living,  with  her 
daughter.  Tiiey  were  the  i)arents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  William;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Caroline,  who  married  D. 
\\'ilson ;  A.  \V. ;  Caleb,  served  in  the  Federal 
army;  Thomas,  of  Kansas;  Melis.sa,  the  wife 
of  M.  Baker;  and  Lucy,  who  married  S. 
]\Iatthews.  Mrs.  Jobe  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wohlford  have  been 
blessed  with  six  children:  Samuel,  a  farmer; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  Perkins;  William  D., 
a  farmer ;  George,  who  also  is  a  farmer ; 
Lenora,  who  married  IM.  Ankrum;  and  Ira 
E.,  who  is  fanning  on  the  old  homestead. 
Mr.  Wohlford  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  always  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  politics.  He  has  been  assessor,  and 
has  filled  minor  offices.  He  was  a  school 
director  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints' 
church. 


JAMES  A.  YARN  ELL. 

Among  the  agriculturists  of  Nodaway 
county  who  have  attained  success  from  a 
financial  point  of  view  is  the  gentleman 
wliose  name  introduces  this  sketcli.     He  has 


accumulated  a  handsome  competence  and  is 
now  alile  to  lav  aside  all  business  cares  and 
enjoy  a  well  earned  rest.  He  was  an  ener- 
getic and  progressive  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  and  a  com])lete  master  of  the  calling 
which  he  followed. 

Air.  ^'arnell  was  born  in  \'erniilioii  c>iun- 
ty,  Illinois,  ]\Iay  28,  1841,  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Dorcas  T.  (Hildrcth)  ^'arnell.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  English  de-ccnt. 
The  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  .\tl;ii;tic 
came  to  America  with  one  of  William  Penn's 
colonies  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Later  members  of  the  family  drifted  to 
Kentucky.  Our  subject's  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Cynthiana,  that  state,  and 
was  the  older  of  two  children  of  the  family. 
His  sister,  Airs.  Rebecca  Matkin,  died  in 
Illinois,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
He  was  first  married  in  his  native  state  and 
then  mo\-ed  to  Grand  Prairie,  Vermilion 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  improved  a  farm 
and  where  his  first  wife  died,  leaving  three 
children :  Joseph ;  Elizabeth,  who  died  un- 
married; and  Sanniel,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Ravenwood,  Xodaway  count)',  Alissouri. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Yarnell  married 
Dorcas  T.  Hildreth,  a  native  of  Paris,  Ken- 
tucky, in  which  state  her  father  died,  after 
which  her  mother  took  her  family  to  Illi- 
nois, where  with' the  aid  of  grown  sons  she 
impr(ncd  a  farm.  1  ler  children  were  Alviu 
K.,  John,  Harvey,  Mrs.  Angeline  Howe, 
William,  Mrs.  Mary  .McDowell,  .Mrs.  Horcas 
T.  Yarnell  and  llirani.  With  the  e.xceptiou 
of  Mrs.  Yarnell,  who  was  a  Methodist,  the 
family  held  membership  in  the  Presl-jyterian 
church.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  near 
Danville,  Illinois,  in  1842,  and  in  185,^  the 
mother  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Xoda- 
way   county,     Alissouri,    the   iiopulalion    of 
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wliich  at  tliat  time  was  mostly  Indians,  and 
tlie  countiy  was  all  wild  and  unimproved. 
She  entered  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  which 
she  and  her  family  made  their  home  until 
after  the  children  were  married,  when  she 
sold  the  property  and  moved  to  Maryville, 
residing  there  until  called  from  this  life 
August  25,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  She  was  a  good  financier  and  pos- 
sessed more  than  ordinary  business  ability. 
As  a  mother  she  was  devoted  to  her  family 
and  deprived  herself  for  their  l)cnefit.  Her 
ciiildren  were  Thomas,  who  died  unmarried; 
]\Iary  E.,  the  wife  of  G.  Stingley;  James 
A.,  our  subject;  and  Leona,  the  wife  of  P. 

MmSCT. 

James  A.  YarncU  was  only  twelve  years 
old  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  re- 
mained with  his  mother  until  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  being  educated  in  the  country 
schouls  near  the  home  farm.  In  September, 
1 86 1,  he  enlisted  in  Colonel  Kimble's  regi 
nient  for  si.x  months'  service  in  central  Mis- 
souri, and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
March,  1862.  Later  he  re-enlisted  in  Com- 
])any  C,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  which  wa? 
assigned  to  the  western  army,  and  was  in 
many  hard-fought  engagements  with  t\vi 
guerrillas  and  Trice's  men,  but  was  fortu- 
nately never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
lie  was  mustered  out  at  W'arrensburg,  Mis- 
souri, and  discharged  and-  paid  off  at  St. 
],ouis. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  this  county 
-\Ir.  Varnell  was  married,  in  November, 
1865,  to  Miss  Samantlia  Scott,  a  native  of 
Clinton  county,  Missouri,  and  a  daughter 
of  jnhn  Scott,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occu])ation.  She  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  Sarah  A.,  the  wife 
of  William  Simmons;  Rion  G.,  a  stock  man; 


and  John  W.,  professor  of  a  Colorado 
school.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yarnell  were  born 
the  following  children :  Frisby  A.,  a  resident 
of  Colorado;  Dorcas  L. ;  Mary  A.;  Donella. 
who  died  young;  James  A.,  a  resident  of 
San  I'-rancisco,  California;  Florence  R.,  who 
has  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  is  now 
attending  college  in  Salt  Lake  City;  Belva 
C. ;  Alfred,  of  San  Francisco;  Eugene  H. 
and  Byrdie.  The  wife  and  mother  is  now 
with  .some  of  her  children  in  San  Francisco. 
After  his  marriage  jNIr.  Yarnell  located 
ujion  his  farm,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  he  devoted  his  energies  for 
some  years.  He  raised  considerable  stock 
and  also  bought  and  sold  cattle  and  hogs 
which  business  he  found  profitable.  Suc- 
cess has  attended  his  well  directed  efforts, 
and  he  has  accumulated  a  handsome  prop- 
erty. At  one  time  he  owned  seven  hundred 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  In  1887  he  left 
the  farm  and  moved  to  Maryville,  where  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  one  year,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  looking  after  his 
interests  only.  Though  reared  a  Democrat, 
he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  has  remained  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  .He  is  a 
i  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
,  church,  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
bv  the  entire  comnumitv  in  which  he  lives. 


CORNELIUS  HULL. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  re- 
tired farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  ^L^ryvilIe,  Missouri,  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  Ohio,  November  7,  1826,  and 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  being  educated  in  the 
comiuon  and  subscription  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  His  parents,  Samuel  and 
Cherissa  (Wilcox)  Hull,  were  also  natives 
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of  Ohio,  while  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Ezekiel  Hull,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  as 
early  as  1805  moved  to  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  His 
children  were  Piatt,  David  D.,  Ezekiel, 
Cornelius,  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  Luff,  Samuel, 
James,  Martha  and  Mary.  In  early  life  the 
father  of  our  subject  served  as  captain, 
major  and  later  as  colonel  in  the  Ohio 
militia,  and  on  the  Whig  ticket  was  elected 
to  several  civil  offices  in  his  township.  He 
followed  farming  in  his  native  state  until 
1S70,  when  he  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri, 
and  lived  a  retired  life  until  his  death,  dy- 
ing there  January  12,  i8yj,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  had 
died  previously.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Hira  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  died  in  Ohio. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
father,  Jehial  ^V'ilcox,  was  the  captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
former  had  live  children,  namely :  Herman ; 
Elmore  ;Cherissa,  the  mother  of  our  subject ; 
Sylva  A.,  the  wife  of  M.  R.  Paine;  and 
Clarissa,  the  wife  of  D.  S.  Drake.  The  par- 
ents of  these  children  were  members  of  the 
P'reewill  Baptist  church,  while  the  Hull  fam- 
ily were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  the  others  being 
Hira;  Clarissa,  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Conklin; 
Herman  W. ;  Lydia  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  Miller; 
J\Iary,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Hoff;  Martha,  the 
wife  of  W.  Ferguson;  William;  Samuel; 
George;  Joseph;  Harriet  J.,  the  wife  of  M. 
Carpenter;  and  Daniel. 

Cornelius  Hull  remaineil  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  was  married,  in  1847, 
to  Miss  Jane  A.  ^^'yatt,  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Wyatt,  a 
farmer  and  Freewill  Baptist  preacher,  who 


died  in  that  state  in  1845.  His  children 
were  Editha,  Cyrus,  David,  John,  Jane  A., 
Eliza,  Clarissa,  Ruth  and  James.  Mrs.  Hull, 
who  was  a  consistent  and  faithful  member 
of  the  ^lissionary  Baptist  church,  died  Oc- 
tober 30,  1877,  leaving  children  named 
Ann  E.,  John,  Herman,  S.  W.,  Frank,  Flora 
J.,  Clara,  David  and  Abe.  Only  the  last 
named  was  Ijorn  in  Missouri,  the  others  in 
Ohio.  Mrs,  Hull's  grandmother  was  the 
first  white  woman  of  northern  Ohio.  In 
1878  our  subject  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mattie  A. 
Martin,  a  daughter  uf  J.  P.  Flarris,  of  Mis- 
souri. The  only  child  born  to  them  died 
young,  and  the  wife  died  January  5,  18S2. 
She,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  JSIissiijuary 
Baptist  church.  In  1882  Mr.  Hull  married 
Mrs.  Emaline  Wells,  and  on  the  nth  of 
March,  1890,  he  married  his  present  wife, 
Mrs.  Caroline  Wareham,  a  native  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Indiana,  of  which  state  her  fa- 
ther, J.  P.  ^\''illiams,  was  an  honored  pio- 
neer. Her  mother  was  a  sister  of  Go\"ernor 
Rae,  of  Indiana,  and  her  brother  was  a 
noted  chancellor  and  circuit  judge  of  Wapel- 
lo, Iowa,  who  became  very  prominent  and 
wealth)'  and  died  in  Ottumwa,  same  state. 
Mrs.  Hull  was  first  married  in  Indiana  and 
then  moved  to  Iowa,  where  she  lost  by  death 
tl>ree  husbands,  our  subject  being  her  fourth, 
as  v.ell  as  .■^i.'e  his  fourtli  wife. 

Mr.  Hull  eng.igvd  in  farming  in  Ohio 
until  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  en- 
listed, in  1861,  fur  three  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  D,  Twentieth  Oliiu  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
Vi'estern  army.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Fort  Donelson  and  Shiloh,  and  be- 
ing injured  in  the  latter  engagement  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  in  August,  1862.  In 
1864  he  re-enlisted,  in  the  one-hundred-day 
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ser\icc,  and  was  commissioned  first  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
fifth  Ohio  National  Guards.  He  participat- 
ed in  a  number  of  battles  and  skirmishes 
during  his  first  service,  but  later  did  prin- 
cipally guard  duty.  After  being  discharged 
he  returned  to  his  family  in  Ohio.  In  No- 
vember, 1865,  he  came  to  Nodawaj'  county, 
^Missouri,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  in  Union  township,  to  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  energies  until  1882,  when  he 
bought  five  acres  of  land  adjoining  Alary- 
ville,  which  is  now  within  the  corporation 
limits  and  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
During  Iiis  active  business  life  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  but  is  now  living  retired,  en- 
joying a  well  earned  rest.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  earnest  members  of 
the  ^Missionary  Baptist  church.  He  belongs 
to  a  family  noted  for  its  morality  and  in- 
tegrity, and  he  has  in  no  way  injured  the 
reputation  established  by  his  ancestors,  his 
upright,  lionorable  life  commanding  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social 
life. 


JOHN   S.   BILBV. 

The  portions  of  tlie  west  devoted  to 
stock-raising  have  many  so  called  "cattle 
barons"  and  "cattle  kings."  For  the  most 
])art  they  come  and  go,  rising  to  promi- 
nence quickly  and  subsiding  to  obscurity 
suddenly,  "as  the  result,"  Mr.  Bilby  says, 
"caused  more  generally  by  a  vicious  financial 
or  gold  standard  form  of  currency  forced 
upon  the  unsuspecting  and  confiding  coun- 


tryman." The  successful  stock  man  and  land 
ownerwhose  name  is  mentioned  above  makes 
no  claim  to  great  distinction  in  his  business, 
Init  it  is  a  fact  that  he  has  achieved  high 
rank  and  permanently  established  himself  in 
it  by  methods  at  once  enterjjrising  and  con- 
servative, which  would  have  made  a  man  of 
his  ability  successful  in  any  other  field  of 
eiulea\i)r. 

Juhn  S.  Bilby,  the  largest  capitalist  and 
most  extensive  land  owner  in  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  was  born  in  Washington 
to\vnship,  Morris  county,  New  Jersey,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1832,  a  son  of  John  Bilby,  a  grand- 
son of  Jonathan  Bilby  and  a  great-great- 
grandson,  in  the  maternal  line,  of  one  of 
those  patriot  ofiicers  who  fought  in  the  strug- 
gle for  American  independence  under  Gen- 
eral Washington.  Indeed,  the  family  of 
Bilbys,  in  New  Jersey,  has  an  unbroken 
record  for  patriotism  and  good  business 
ability,  and  in  all  periods  of  the  history  of 
that  state  down  to  the  present  time  Bilbys 
have  been  among  her  most  useful  and  prom- 
inent citizens.  Jonathan  Bilbj^  was  born  at 
Bordentown,  New  Jersey,  and  married  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Daniel  Sweazey,  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  a  member  of  another 
family  long  conspicuous  in  New  Jersey  af- 
fairs. John  Bilby,  his  son  and  the  father  of 
John  S.  Bilby,  married  Delilah  Sliker,  a 
daughter  of  John  Sliker,  of  Hunterdon 
c(junty.  New  Jersey,  and  of  German  de- 
scent ;  she  bore  him  eight  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  Mrs.  Bilby  died  in  November, 
1900,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  Her  husband  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  abilities,  a  good 
business  man  and  prominent  farmer,  a 
Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
h'piscopal  church. 
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John  S.  Bilby  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  in  New  Jersey  and  was  taught  to  do 
all  kinds  of  farm  work  and  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  millwright.  He  was  given 
as  good  an  education  as  was  to  be  had  in 
the  ])uhlic  schools  of  the  time  and  place. 
Incidentally,  having  a  natural  liking  for 
business,  he  engaged  in  various  transactions 
which  afforded  him  a  helpful  business  ex- 
perience. He  was  married,  at  twenty-three, 
to  a  daughter  of  jNIoses  and  Margaret  (Mes- 
singer)  Appleget,  a  member  of  an  old  and 
worthy  New  Jersey  family.  In  1855  he  came 
west  and  located  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois, 
near  Canton,  where  he  found  work  at  his 
trade.  In  i860  he  remo\ed  to  McDonough 
county,  same  state,  and  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  near  Bushnell,  where  he  acquired 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  by  successful 
cultivation  and  good  business  management, 
and  remained  until  1875,  when  he  founded 
his  present  home  in  Nodaway  county.  He 
was  discerning  enough  to  see  that,  with  its 
productive  soil  and  blue-grass  pastures,  this 
was  naturally  a  good  stock  country,  and  he 
invested  and  labored  with  that  idea  in  view, 
and  results  have  demonstrated  the  wisdom 
of  his  opinion.  His  tirst  land  purchase  was 
moderate,  but  he  has  made  many  since  and 
now  owns  twenty-two  thousand  acres  in 
Nodaway,  Atchison  and  Holt  counties,  in- 
cluding blue-grass  pastures  that  ri\al  those 
of  Kentucky,  tiinothy  and  clo\cr  land  that 
surpasses .  the  Illinois  meadows,  and  corn- 
lields  that  yield  vast  crops.  He  has,  also, 
lifteen  thousand  acres  in  Stainit(jn  county, 
Neljraska,  and  large  tracts  in  other  states 
i'.nd  territories.  On  these  large  possessions 
he  feeds  from  two  to  ten  thousand  head  of 
cattle  each  year  and  about  an  equal  num- 
ber of  hogs.  Throughout  all  the  great 
stock-raising  territory  of  the  west.  Mr.  Bilby 


is  regarded  as  one  of  the  very  best  judges 
of  cattle  and  cattle  values,  and  in  his  man- 
agement of  landed  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests he  is  probably  without  a  peer. 

■Mr.  Bilby's  sons  ha\e  been  brought  up 
to  the  cattle  business  and  under  his  able  di- 
rection have  naturally  become  experts  in 
judging  stock.  J.  E.  Bilby,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  Illinois,  November  (j,  1864,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  near  his  home 
and  at  college  in  Iowa.  He  married  Miss 
Josephine  Albright,  who  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Nodaway  county,  and  they 
have  four  children,  named  Stocker,  Will- 
iam, Nellie  and  ]\Iurray.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  a  member  of  the  ^^lasonic  order. 
Russell  I.,  Mr.  Bilby's  second  son,  was  born 
in  Illinois,  and  was  educated  in  that  state 
arid  at  College  Springs,  Iowa.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Maggie  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Miller,  of  Atchison  county,  Missouri. 
They  have  four  children :  Margaret,  John 
S.,  Jr.,  Ralph  and  Farrell.  N.  \ .,  Mr. 
Bilby's  youngest  son,  was  born  in  Illinois 
and  educated  there  and  in  Nodawa}-  county, 
Alissouri.  He  married  Miss  Bird  IMcMackin 
and  has  two  children — Mary  and  an  infant 
son.  Mr.  Bilby  has  one  daughter,  Frances 
E.,  now  the  wife  of  R.  R.  Smith,  of  Seattle. 
In  1887,  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Bilby 
was  stricken  by  the  one  great  sorrow  of  h'js 
life.  Mrs.  Bilby  had  proven  herself  a  lov- 
ing and  helpful  wife  and  a  wise  anil  gentle 
niiither,  and  her  loss  to  her  family  was  one 
which  can  never  be  repaired. 

Mr.  Bilby  was  concerned  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants' 
Bank  at  Quitman,  Nodaway  county,  which 
was  founded  in  1885.  William  A.  Johnston 
was  the  cashier  until  1887,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  E.  Bilby.  In  1890  N.  \'.  Bilby 
became  the  cashier  and  continued  as  such 
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until  i8(>S.  wlien  tlie  1)ank  was  sold  to  Dr. 
Rutus  H.  Smith,  and  later  it  was  bought  by 
J.  S.  Uilby  &  Sons.  The  Bilby  bank  is  one 
of  the  solid  rinancial  institutions  of  north- 
west Missouri  and  has  had  no  small  part 
in.  the  development  of  agricultural,  mer- 
cantile and  manufacturing  interests  in  and 
about  Quitman.  H.  C.  Bailey  is  the  pres- 
ent cashier.  ,  The  Bank  Block,  in  which  the 
institution  is  located,  is  a  modern  two-story 
building,  one  of  the  attractive  architectural 
features  of  the  town. 

Partially  retired  from  the  acti\e  man- 
agement of  some  of  his  varied  and  im£ort- 
ant  interests,  Mr.  Bilby  yet  keeps  all  his 
affairs  closely  in  mind  and  firmly  in  hand. 
.Though  now  sixty-eight  years  old,  he  ap- 
pears much  younger,  is  active  and  hearty, 
rides  a  horse  with  ease  and  preserves  a 
wonderful  capacity  for  business,  rolitically 
he  is  a  Democrat,  influential  in  party  coun- 
cils, but  has  never  had  any  political  am- 
bition, and  the  last  thing  that  he  would  care 
to  be  is  a  practical  politician. 


MRS.  MARY  J.  GRAHAM. 

This  well  known  and  h(inorc<l  resident  of 
Maryvilie,  Missouri,  for  whom  liic  city  was 
named,  is  the  widow  of  Cohmel  Amos  Gra- 
ham, one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens  in 
early  days.  She  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Kentucky,  September  3,  i8ji,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Xancy  House,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  state.  Both 
were  active  members  of  the  IWiptist  church, 
and  the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Their  children  were  Matliew,  who  died  in 
Missouri;  Mrs.  Susan  Sutton;  Mary  J.; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  G.  Ray:  lunily.  the 
wife  of  M.  \V.  Graham;  and  Michael,  a  resi- 
dent of  Missouri. 


In  Kentucky,  January  9,  1842,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Gtalonel  (.iraham  and 
Miss  Mary  J.  House.  The  Golonel  was  also 
born  in  that  state,  March  14,  1816,  and  was 
a  son  of  Isaac  Graham,  a  i)rominent  farmer, 
whose  children  were  Amos.  Thomas,  Jacob, 
Archibald,  Mathew,  JNIrs.  Jane  Keling  anil 
Rebecca.  The  last  named  became  a  resident 
of  Missouri.  The  Graham  family  were  also 
Baptists  in  religious  belief. 

In  1842,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Colonel 
Graham  brought  his  bride  to  Missouri  and 
first  located  at  Savannah,  Andrew  county, 
where  he  taught  school  for  a  time  and  later 
held  a  iwsition  in  the  county  clerk's  office. 
In  1845  ''^  came  to  Nodaway  county  and 
entered  a  large  cpiantity  of  land.  He  im- 
proved a  fine  farm  adjoining  the  county  seat, 
which  was  established  after  he  located  there 
and  which  was  named  in  honor  of  his  wife, 
she  being  the  first  white  woman  to  reside 
there.  They  saw  the  village  established  on 
the  wild  prairie  and  grow  to  a  flourishing 
city  of  seven  thousand  inhabitants.  For 
a  number  of  years  they  knew  every  one  in 
the  county,  so  sparsely  was  it  settled  during 
their  early  residence  here. 

Colonel  Graham  carried  on  farming  but 
gave  the  most  of  his  attention  to  public  busi- 
ness, for  he  was  honored  with  a  number  of 
important  oflicial  positions.  He  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  political  affairs 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of 
the  county.  .\t  different  times  he  filled  all 
the  county  offices,  was  clerk  ami  recorder 
for  over  sixteen  j'ears,  and  in  i860  was 
elected  to  the  state  legislature  on  the  Breck- 
enridge  ticket  by  a  large  majority,  althoug!i 
the  Douglas  ticket  carried  the  county.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  assemlily  during  the. 
stormy  session  of  i86o-(')i,  but  after  his  re- 
turn home  took  no  active  part  in  politics, 
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Lis  s}-nip;ilhics  lieinj;-  with  llie  snutli,  wiiile 
the  ci unity  was  on  the  side  of  the  i'nion. 
( )n  its  drganizatiim  he  was  a])i)ointe(l  clei"l<; 
oi  the  cnurts  and  ex-otiici»  recorder  and  was 
the  lirst  post  master  of  Maryville.  Being 
a  well  educated  and  a  hiti'lily  intellectual 
man,  he  was  well  htted  for  any  position  he 
was  called  upon  to  till,  and  discharged  his 
official  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  l'^"a- 
ternally  he  was  a  memher  of  the  i^Iasonic 
order.  He  was  familiarly  known  as  Colonel 
Crahani.  as  he  held  that  rank  in  the  old  state 
militia.  As  a  man  he  was  kind-hearted  and 
charitahle,  always  having  a  kind  word  for 
e\ery  one,  and  he  was  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
September  14,  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  and  in  liis  death  the  community 
realized  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  most 
\alual)le  and  useful  citizens,  a  man  of  un- 
(juestioned  honcir  and  integrity. 

Mrs.  (iraham  still  survives  her  husband, 
and  is  surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
ar.d  acquaintances  w  ho  have  for  her  the  high- 
est regard.  Their  only  child,  Charles  C. 
tiraham,  was  born  June  5.  1843,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  state.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war,  when  ^Missouri 
v.as  greatly  agitated  over  the  question  of 
secession,  lie  took  sides  with  the  Confederacy 
and  entered  the  ser\-ice.  Later  he  returned 
home  but  was  obliged  to  lea\'e  the  state  and 
.s(;  went  to  Illinois.  On  again  returning 
home  he  entered  the  Union  army  and  was 
stationed  at  Fort  Garland  for  a  time,  but 
in  1865,  at  the  time  of  his  father's  last  illness 
and  death,  he  secured  his  release  and  joined 
his  parents. 

While  in  Illinois  he  became  acquainted 
\\\i\\  the  lady  who  afterward  became  his 
wife.     In    1806   he   married     Miss    Donna 


Littlefield,  who  was  liorn  in  Hancock  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  August  19,  1843,  ^""^  ^^'''^  '^'i^ 
only  child  of  Lyman  O.  and  Olive  (An- 
drews) Littlefield,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Ohio,  respectively.  Her  mother  was  twice 
married,  her  first  liusban<l  being  a  IMr. 
Kingsley.  Her  father,  who  was  a  ^lormon 
elder,  died  in  Smithfield,  Utah,  To  Charles 
C.  Graham  and  wife  were  born  five  children, 
of  whom  three  died' young.  Those  living  are 
Isora,  born  Fel;)ruary  16,  1875;  and  Charles 
M.,  born  December  18,  1877.  The  mother 
and  daughter  are  members  oi  the  Baptist 
church.  Charles  C.  Graham  died  Septem- 
ber 27,  1898.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  always  took  quite  a  prom- 
irent  and  influential  part  in  politics.  He 
filled  many  official  positions  of  hoi:or  and 
trust,  and  in  some  way  was  connected  with 
the  court-house  at  Maryville  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  Socially  he  too  was  a 
member  of  the  ;Mas';>nic  fraternity  and  was 
a  man  of  much  prominence  in  his  com- 
munity. 


MILTON  W.  FRANCIS. 

]\Iilton  W.  Francis  is  one  of  the  intel- 
ligent, wide-aw^ake  and  honored  citizens  of 
Lincoln  township,  Atchison  county,  and  since 
1869  has  resided  tipon  the  section  where  he 
)-et  makes  his  home.  He  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  September  28,  1851,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  Francis,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  the  county  who  came  to  North- 
western Missouri  when  the  country  was  new 
and  wild,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  being 
still  in  its  primitive  condition,  giving  little 
promise  of  speedy  development  or  improve- 
ment. He  now  resides  in  Burlington  Junc- 
tion, ^Missijuri.  He  was  born  in  Ross  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1828,  and  his  father,  John  Fran- 
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cis,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  of 
French  lineage,  his  ancestors  having  located 
in  tiie  Carolinas  at  an  early  period  of  the  col- 
onial development.  Representatives  of  the 
family  served  in  the  early  wars  and  were 
prominent  in  shaping  public  affairs  in  the 
l)ic  meer  epoch. 

Samuel  Francis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  of  the  period  and  after  arriving  at  man's 
estate  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey  ^liss  Mary  Stretch,  who 
belonged  to  a  highl}-  respected  family.  She, 
too,  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Stretch 
of  that  county.  In  1853  the  parents  of  our 
subject  left  Ross  county  and  emigrated  west- 
ward, taking  up  their  abode  in  Shelby  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  being  among  its  first  settlers. 
After  twelve  years,  in  1865,  they  took  up 
their  abode  near  Toulon,  Stark  county,  same 
state,  and  four  years  later,  in  1869,  started 
across  the  country  for  northwestern  Mis- 
souri, making  the  journey  in  wagons  drawn 
by  two  teams.  Arriving  in  Xodaway  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  near  Burlington,  the  2d  of  Oc- 
tober they  remained  there  one  month  and 
then  located  on  the  section  of  land  where 
n(  >w  reside  his  two  sons.  With  characteris- 
tic energy  he  began  the  development  of  the 
farm,  continuing  the  work  of  improvement 
and  cultivating  the  fields  until  the  place  was 
very  productive  and  the  farm  was  one  of  the 
best  in  the  neighborhood.  His  labors  were 
energetically  prosecuted  and  as  time  passed 
he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  home  all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  known  to  the 
older  east.  His  good  wife,  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneer  women,  who  had  been  a  faith- 
ful companion  and  helpmate  to  him  on  life's 
j<  )urney,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  January 
4.  1896.     To  her  family  she  was  most  de- 


voted, counting  no  sacrifice  too  great  that 
would  promote  the  happiness  and  comfort 
of  her  husband  and  children.  She  was 
also  a  kind  and  helpful  neighbor  and  was 
loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Since  her  death 
the  father  has  left  the  farm  and  is  now 
spending  the  evening  of  life  in  Burlington 
Junction.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Jane 
Wilson,  who  is  living  in  Fort  Scott,  Kan- 
sas; Milton  W'.,  of  this  review;  Drusilla,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Scott,  of  Lincoln  township, 
Atchison  county;  and  Thomas,  who  is  liv- 
ing on  the  home  farm.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  to  wiiich 
the  father  still  belongs.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  creditable  success. 

^lilton  W.  Francis  spent  his  boyhood 
and  30uth  upon  a  farm  in  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri and  was  early  trained  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  economy  there.  He  was  also 
taught  the  value  of  honesty  in  the  affairs  of 
life  and  his  intellectual  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools,  his  knowledge 
having  later  been  supplemented  by  his  read- 
ing and  the  e.xijerience  gained  in  the  busi- 
ness world.  To  his  father  he  gave  the  ben- 
efit of  his  services  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  remaining  at  home  throughout 
that  ijeriod.  He  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  and  completed  iiis  arrangements 
for  a  home  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy 
Jane  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Clark,  of 
Lincoln  township,  who  came  to  Missouri 
from  Ross  county,  Ohio.  Her  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Eleanor  Graves  and 
was  also  a  native  of  Ross  county.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  are  dead.  Mrs.  Francis 
was  born  in  Ross  countv,  Ohio,  but  was  ed- 
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iicated  ill  Illiiiciis.  By  lier  marriage  she 
lias  hccnme  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely :  Kev.  Emmett  Francis,  who  is 
]>reachiiig  the  gospel  as  a  minister  of  the 
Christian  church,  heing'  now  located  in  Can- 
ton, ^Missouri;  El])a  Allen,  a  farmer;  Will- 
iam Austin  and  ^Minnie  Bell.  The  mother 
of  the.se  children  died  June  7,  1895.  and 
her  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  fam- 
ily and  many  friends,  for  her  many  excel- 
lencies of  character  endeared  her  to  all  who 
knew  her.  In  1896  'Slv.  Francis  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mag- 
gie Cleminons.  who  was  liorn  in  Texas  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Davenport, 
L>wa,  her  parents  being  George  H.  and 
Louisa  Clemmons.  Her  father  was  killed 
in  tlie  St.  Louis  cyclone  in  1896,  but  her 
mother  is  living  in  Xodaway  county,  Mis- 
souri. He  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic  and 
was  a  de\-()ted  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
fifty  years  of  age.  His  children  were  ^lag- 
gie,  Alva.  Jesse,  Myrtle,  Miles  and  Louis. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Fran- 
cis lias  been  blessed  with  two  children,  name- 
ly :  Benjamin  Louis  and  Estella  May. 

Our  subject  is  to-day  (jne  of  the  enter- 
juMsing  and  prosperous  farmers  of  his 
adopted  county,  owning  a  valuablle  tract 
of  land  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres 
which  is  placed  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
\ation,  and  liaving  added  to  it  all  the  modern 
improN-ements  and  accessories.  He  has  here 
a  good  house  and  barn,  a  bearing  orchard 
and  rich  fields  of  grain,  and  his  labors  are 
crowned  with  a  desirable  and  gratifying  suc- 
cess. In  politics  he  is  a  Populist  and  sup- 
ported Bryan  for  the  presidency.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Christian  church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  an  elder  for  fifteen 
\ears.     Pie  takes  an  active  part  in  church 


and  Sunday-school  wprk  and  is  a  friend  of 
ed'ucation  and  temperance;  in  fact  he  hear- 
tilv  co-operates  in  every  movement  calcu- 
lated to  uphold  and  benefit  humanity.  In 
manner  he  is  cordial  and  kindly  and  his 
inan\-  sterling  characteristics  have  made 
him  a  popular  citizen. 


HEMAN  CLARK. 

Heman  Clark  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive land-owners  and  stock-raisers  of 
Atchison  county.  He  has  a  pleasant  home 
on  section  27,  Colfax  township,  where  he 
has  resided  since  1872,  in  which  year  he 
became  the  possessor  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land.  As  years  passed 
he  transformed  this  into  a  very  valuable 
tract  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased 
he  added  to  the  property  until  he  now  owais 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  constituting 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  He 
has  a  model  home,  commodious  and  con- 
\'enientl_v  arranged,  and  standing  upon  a 
natural  building  site  in  the  midst  of  a  beau- 
tiful gro\e,  in  which  fox  squirrels  may  be 
seen  at  play.  The  grove  comprises  twelve 
acres  and  upon  the  farm  there  is  also  a  large 
orchard  which  yields  its  fruits  in  season. 
The  outbuildings  are  modern  and  conven- 
ient, including  a  barn  60x44  feet,  with  sheds 
26x44  feet.  There  are  good  pastures  and 
meadows,  a  windmill  and  all  modern  ma- 
chinery, and  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  kept 
up  through  the  rotation  of  crops.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  Mr.  Clark  is 
successfully  engaged  in  feeding  and  ship- 
ping stock,  both  branches  of  his  business 
bringing  to  him  an  excellent  income.  This 
successful  and  enterprising"  farmer  is  well 
known  in  Atchison  county  and  he  certainly 
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deserxes  honorable  mention  in  tlie  history 
of  north  western  Missouri. 

A  native  of  Oliio,  he  was  born  May  lO. 
1832,  in  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county.  His 
father.  Almon  Clark.  \yas  a  prominent 
and  well  known  citizen  of  Trumbull  coun- 
t\-,  wlu're  he  conducted  a  hotel,  dealt 
in  stock  and  carried  on  other  lines  of 
business.  He  was  bi.rn  in  Burtmi.  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1800.  His  grand- 
father, Isaac  Clark,  was  a  native  of  Con 
necticut  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  loyally  de- 
fending the  American  interests.  By  trade 
he  was  a  wheelwright  and  was  sent  by  a 
Connecticut  colony  to  build  a  log  gristmill 
on  the  Cuyahoga  river,  in  Geauga  county, 
thus  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  portion  of  the  state.  He  married  Miss 
Susan  Gates,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  of  the  same  family  to  which  belongs 
John  W.  Gates,  the  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Steel  Works.  Isaac  Clark  and  his  wife 
both  died  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  There 
Almon  Clark  was  reared,  and  after  arriving 
at  years  of  maturity  he  married  Delama 
Bowers,  a  daughter  of  Japhet  Bowers,  of  a 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  family.  Nine  children 
were  burn  of  this  marriagd,  eight  of  whom 
reached  mature  years,  while  seven  are  still 
living,  as  follows :  Heman ;  Almon,  who 
died  in  Bloomfield,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Martha  M. 
Laird,  who  died  in  Farmington.  Ohio; 
Al.mon  H.,  the  second  of  the  name,  now 
living  in  Famiington ;  Mrs.  Roxanna  Hart, 
of  Warren.  Ohio;  Ausla  J.,  nf  Soutli 
Omaha,  Xeliraska;  Isaac  \'.,  of  Colfax 
township;  A.  C.  Weir,  of  South  Omaha. 
Nebraska;  and  Mrs.  Belle  Johnson,  of  War- 
ren, Ohio.  The  father  died  in  Farmington, 
Ohio,' at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He 
liad  been  an  enterprising  business  man  whose 


unflagging  industry  and  perseverance  se- 
cured to  him  a  comfortable  competence. 
His  political  .support  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
Farmington.  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  and,  like  her  husband,  enjoyed  the 
warm  regard  of  many  friends. 

Heman  Clark,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Trum- 
bull county  and  in  his  youth  aided  in  driv- 
ing stock  o\er  the  mountains  to  market  in 
Orange  county,  Xew  York.  His  early  con- 
nection with  the  stock-raising  business  made 
him  an  excellent  judge  of  cattle,  and  when 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  his  opinions 
concerning  live  stock  were  largely  received 
as  authority  throughout  the  community  in 
which  he  li\  cd.  The  common  schools  afford- 
etl  him  liis  educational  privileges  and  ex- 
perience in  business  added  to  his  practical 
.knowledge.  In  1853  he  drove  cattle  to  Iowa, 
receiving  twelve  dollars  per  month,  and 
later  he  purchased  sheep  in  Ohio,  driving 
them  across  the  country  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  loaded  them  on  cars  and  shipped 
them  to  Chicago,  whence  he  drove  them  to 
Inwa,  where  he  si'Ul  his  sheep  and  purchased 
cattle.  His  financial  resources  increasing  as 
the  result  of  his  capably  conducted  business 
affairs,  he  made  investments  in  land  in 
Jones  county,  Iowa,  near  Anamosa.  For 
nine  years  he  was  located  in  Lisbon,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business, 
and  in  187J  he  came  to  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

In  1S71  Mr.  Clark  was  married,  in  Lis- 
bon. Iowa,  to  Miss  Iimma  Shaum,  who  has 
proved  t<:>  him  a  faithful  companion  and  help- 
meet on  life's  journey.  She  was  born  in 
Xorthampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Shaum,  also 
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of  tlie  Keystone  state.  Iler  lather  died  in 
'J'arkio.  Missonri,  l)ut  her  mother  is  still 
livinpf  in  that  place.  Three  children  have 
heen  hurn  unto  'Sir.  and  ]^Irs.  Clark:  Au- 
gusta, who  is  now  li\ing'  in  South  Omaha; 
I'red  II.,  at  home;  and  a  daughter,  Anna 
B..  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
'Sir.  Clark  is  of  Scotch  and  German  line- 
age and  the  sterling  characteristics  of  those 
two  peoples  are  manifest  in  his  career.  He 
has  the  conservative  and  industrious  Cjuali- 
tics  of  the  German  race  and  the  thrift  and 
perse\-erance  of  the  Scotchmen.  His  labors 
have  been  diligently  prosecuted,  indolence 
and  idleness  forming'  no  element  in  his  dis- 
position. His  life  exemplifies  the  truth  of 
the  saying  that  success  is  not  a  matter  of 
genius,  but  the  outcome  of  honest  and  per- 
sistent labor.  Although  he  is  now  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age  he  manifests  the  vigor  of 
mind  and  body  of  a  man  many  years  his 
junior.  His  political  support  has  long  been 
,gi\-en  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican jjarty.  His  home  is  noted  for  its  hos- 
]jitalit_\-.  His  frank  ami  genial  disposition 
cause  all  who  know  him  to  esteem  him  high- 
ly and  his  geiuiine  worth  is  recognized  by 
all.  His  example  should  serve  to  encourage 
others,  who,  like  himself,  are  forced  to  en- 
ter business  life  emi)ty-handed  and  are  de- 
pendent upon  their  own  exertions  for  ad- 
vancement. 


JOHN  G.  THORNHILL. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  near  ]\Iaryville,  upon 
which  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  is  a  native 
of  Kansas,  born  in  Barber  county,  July  22, 
i8vS,  and  is  a  son  of  Achilles  and  Xancv 


(Groves)  Thornhill,  the  former  born  in 
Grant  county.  Kentucky,  of  Scotch  descent, 
the  latter  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  of  Ger- 
man lineage.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
three  children,  the  others  being  John  and 
Cynthia.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  Illinois.  The  parents 
of  our  suljject  were  married  in  Spring'field, 
that  state,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1848,  when  they  moved  to  Texas. 
During  the  gold  excitement  in  California 
they  started  overland  for  the  Pacific  slope, 
but  being  disappointed  in  their  arrange- 
ments they  stopped  in  Kansas,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  ami  resided  for  several  years. 
In  1 86 1  he  came  to  Xodaway  count}',  INIis- 
souri,  and  remained  here  until  1875,  when 
lie  returned  to  Te.xas.  He  died  near  Sher- 
man, that  state,  three  years  later,  and  his 
family  subsequently  returned  to  this  county, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1888.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  left  his  family  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  Religiously  both 
were  memljers  of  the  Christian  church. 
Their  children  were  Calista,  the  wife  of  L. 
Dawson;  IMelissa,  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Stal- 
lard ;  Josie.  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Caldwell; 
Thomas,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  and  John 
G..  our  subject.  Only  the  first  and  last 
named  now  reside  in  Maryville. 

John  G.  Thornhill  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  various  removals,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  finall}-  came  with 
liis  mother  to  Xodaway  count}',  Missouri, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  1882 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth ^\'(>rkman.  wlm  was  hdi'ii  in  this  county, 
JNIay  7,  i860.  Her  parents,  W'illiam  and 
Margaret  (Weaver)  ^Vorkman,  were  botii 
natives  of  Alonroe  county,  Indiana,  and 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  where  they 
located  in  1859.     The  father  first  i)urchased 
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a  small  tract  of  land,  but  as  he  prospered 
in  his  farming  operations  he  added  to  it 
from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  fourteen 
Inmdred  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  has 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  en- 
gages extensively  in  stock  raising,  and  is 
to-day  one  of  the  most  prominent  agricult- 
urists of  the  county.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Adventist  church,  and  so- 
cially is  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mrs.  Thornhill  i.-; 
his  only  child.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  three  children :  Xellie,  born  April  6. 
1883;  Ola,  born  April  30.  1888;  and  Willie, 
born  November  2j,    1890. 

After  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Thorniiill  locat- 
ed on  his  present  farm  near  Maryville,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement  with  most  grati- 
fying results.  His  specialty  is  stock  raising, 
and  he  now  feeds  all  the  products  of  his 
farm  to  his  stock.  He  removed  to  Maryville 
in  August,  1898,  and  in  the  spring  of  1900 
was  elected  to  the  city  council  from  the 
first  ward.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  enterpris- 
ing business  man,  of  known  reliability,  and. 
the  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  is 
certainly  well  deserved.  As  a  Democrat  he 
ti.kes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs. 
Socially  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church. 


JOSIAH   .ML.MFORD. 

For  twenty-one  years  Josiah  Mumford 
has  been  a  resident  of  .\tchison  county  and 
makes  his  home  in  Lincoln  t(3wnship.  His 
record  is  a  creditable  one,  embracing  loyal 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  while  in  days  of 
peace  he  has  e\er  been   found    faithful   to 


the  duties  of  citizenshii)  and  true  to  all  re- 
lations of  public  and  private  life.  He  is 
therefore  a  representative  citizen  and  well 
dtserves  mention  in  tlie  history  of  nrjrth- 
\\e>tern  Missouri. 

Mr.  Mumford  was  born  in  Worcester 
county.  ^laryland,  January  22.  1836,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  respected 
tamilies  of  that  state.  His  father.  James 
^vlumford,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county 
and  was  a  son  of  John  E.  Mumford.  who 
was  born  of  Scotch  parentage  and  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2.  Reared  in 
liis  native  state,  James  Mumford  afterward 
removed  to  Ohio  and  subsequently  to  Illi- 
nois. He  was  married  in  Marylaml,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years,  to  Miss  Martiia 
Fox,  who  was  born  in  that  state,  of  English 
parentage,  a  ilaughter  oi  Joseph  and  Anna 
Fox,  who  emigrated  westward  to  Iowa, 
spending  their  last  days  in  the  home  of  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  James  Mumford,  in  Lucas 
county.  In  1849  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject left  Maryland  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  near  Columbus, 
where  they  remained  until  1853,  \\hich  was 
the  year  of  their  arrival  in  Woodford 
county,  Illinois.  They  made  the  journey 
\»estwartl  by  team,  for  that  was  before  the 
era  of  railroads.  Again  by  team  and  wagon 
tl.ey  started  westward,  tlieir  destination  be- 
ing Lucas  county,  Iowa,  where  they  cast 
their  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers.  The  en- 
tire regit)n  was  wild  ami  unimproved  and 
their  first  home  was  a  log  cabin  erected  on 
laml  wliich  they  obtained  from  the  govern- 
ment. W'itii  characteristic  energy  Mr. 
Mumford  began  the  development  of  his 
farm  and  .sotm  transformed  the  wild  trac\ 
into  richly  developeil  fields,  which  yielded 
to  him  a  good  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed   upon    ihcni.      On   the  old   home- 
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stead  in  Lucas  county  he  remained  until  his 
deatli,  wliicli  occurred  \vhen  lie  was  sev- 
enty-four years  of  age.  Tln^ougliout  his  en- 
tire life  lie  followed  farming  and  thereby 
won  a  comfortable  competence.  In  politics 
he  was  formerly  a  \\'hig",  but  on  the  disso- 
lution of  that  party  he  joined  the  Republi- 
can ranks,  in  which  lie  was  found  through- 
out his  remaining  days.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  consistent  and  faithful  members 
of'tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which 
lie  served  as  class  leader  for  a  number  of 
years.  His  wife  passed  awa}'  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight.  !o\-ed  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  In  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Jusiah:  James  M..  of  Lucas 
count}-.  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Anna  IMcClurg.  who 
died  in  Montana:  Mrs.  Ellen  Needles,  of 
Warren  CDunty.  Iowa:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tay- 
lor, of  Chariton,  Iowa;  George,  who  died 
in  childhiiocl:  and  Zeddock,  of  Thomas 
county,  Kansas. 

Josiah  Mumford  was  only  two  years  of 
age  when  the  parents  removed  fnun  ]\Iary- 
land  to  Ohio  and  was  a  small  boy  when 
they  came  ti_i  Iowa.  He  was  reared  upon 
the  frontier  and  experienced  all  the  hard- 
shi])s  and  trials  whicii  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
pioneer  settlers,  attempting  to  establish 
homes  in  an  unimproved  region.  He  pursued 
his  education  in  a  log  school  house  and  re- 
ceived ample  training  at  farm  work.  He 
was  also  taught  lessons  of  honesty  and  in- 
dustry, which  through  his  entire  career 
made  him  a  successful  business  m;m. 

When  the  cnuntry  was  inxolved  in  civil 
war  he  offered  his  scrxices  to  the  govern- 
ment, enlisting  in  Company  C,  of  the  Fourth 
Iowa  Infantry,  imder  the  command  of 
Captain  W.  Campbell,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
W.  W'illiam.son  and  O.lonel  B.  F.  Dodge. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  I'erryx'ille, 


and  with  his  command  followed  General 
Price  for  about  two  months  through  the 
.southwest,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of 
Helena  and  .Vrkansas  Post.  He  also  aided 
in  the  attack  of  \"icksburg  and  participated 
ill  the  siege  of  thai  city  until  its  surrender. 
Later  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Jackson  and 
Lookout  I\Iouiitain.  Ixith  in  Tennessee,  and 
went  with  ( leneral  .Sherman  from  Atlanta 
to  Saxannah,  liaxing  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Bentonville  and  the  entire  Carolina 
campaign.  Then  the  army  proceeded  to 
Richmond  and  thence  to  Washington.  D. 
C,  taking  part  in  the  grand  review,  il.e 
iiKJst  celebrated  military  pageant  e\'er  -.een 
in  the  western  hemisphere.  At  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  ]\Ir.  INlumford  was  luinoralily 
tlischarged  and  witli  the  other  troops  was 
paid  of?  at  Daveiipurt,  Iowa.  At  all  times 
our  subject  had  been  found  loyal  to  the  cause 
which  he  espoused  and  had  faithfully  jier- 
fornied  his  duty  on  many  a  southern  battle 
field ;  but  when  the  war  was  over  and  the 
countr}'  no  longer  needed  his  services  lie 
gladly  returned  to  his  home  and  familx'. 

He  was  married  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  the  _\ear  1856, 
ti'  Miss  Lvdia  }\lalnne.  a  natixe  nf  Hend- 
ricks county,  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Mrs.  (Knave)  ]\Ialone,  also  natives  of 
Indiana.  L'nto  'Slv.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  have 
been  born  sex-en  children:  Emma,  the  xvife 
of  J.  G.  Lane,  <if  Lincoln  townshi]),  Atchi- 
s(«n  county;  Thendore,  of  Nodaway  county; 
Lena,  the  wife  Fdi  llutt,  of  Lincoln  inwn- 
ship:  Belle,  the  wife  of  T.  Dixon,  of  the 
same  toxvnship:  Cora,  the  xxife  of  D. 
]\Iacrander,  of  Lincoln  townshii);  Miller  A., 
at  home:  and  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Hutt.  of  the  same  loxxnship. 

Mr.  Mumford  continued  to  make  his 
home    in    Lucas   count}-,    Iowa,    until    1S79, 
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wlien  lie  came  to  Atchison  county  and  de- 
voted liis  energies  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
Martin  farm  until  1892.  In  1882  he  was 
called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  She 
was  most  devoted  to  her  family  and  was 
a  faithful  friend.  She  held  membership  in 
the  Baptist  church  and  her  earnest  Christian 
faith  i)ermeated  her  life.  In  1892  Mr. 
Ivlunifiird  came  to  his  present  home,  pur- 
chasing' one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres 
kniiwn  as  the  J^IcOuen  farm.  It  is  a  \z\.\\\- 
able  property,  on  which  is  a  commodious 
residence  and  substantial  l)arns,  together 
with  a  ten-acre  orchard  <^{  a])ples  and 
peaches.  Everything  al)out  the  place  is  neat 
and  thrifty  in  appearance,  indicating  his 
careful  su])ervision  and  ])n)gressive  methods 
of  farming.  In  his  political  \-ie\\'s  'Mr. 
Miunford  is  a  Republican,  iuiwa\'ering  in 
his  su|)piirt  of  the  principles  of  the  party 
which  stood  by  the  Union  in  the  dark  days 
of  the  Civil  war,  wliicb  has  ever  added  to 
the  ])rotection  of  .American  industries  aiul 
which  now  upholds  the  supremacy  of  the 
flag  that  lias  been  planted  on  some  of  the 
islands  of  tlie  sea.  lie  belongs  to  the 
(ir;ind  .\nu_\-  of  the  Republic  and  his  sol- 
dierly (|ua]ities  are  manifested  in  his  citizen- 
shi]).  his  loyalt}"  and  jiatriotic  s])irit  being 
abo\-e  <iuest;on.  Throughout  the  years  of 
his  business  career  lie  has  carried  on  fanr'- 
ing  and  the  comfortable  competence  wh'cli 
he  lias  acquired  is  certainly  well  deserved. 


.\AIES   TODD. 


The  Xod.nway  Democrat  was  started  at 
Mary\i]le,  Missouri,  in  iSiKj.  ;ind  on  the  ist 
of  I'ebruary,  1875,  was  taken  in  charge  by 
James  Todd,  the  present  well  known  editor,- 
under  whose  management  it  has  attained 
high  rank  among  the  leading  journals  of  the 


state.  Mr.  Todd  was  born  in  Dearborn 
county.  Indiana,  October  9,  1847.  When 
seven  years  old  he  was  taken  liy  his  parents 
to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  later  the  family 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  his  edu- 
cation accpiired  in  the  log  school-house  of 
the  west,  which  has  given  to  the  country 
so  inan\-  able  men.  For  several  years  prior 
to  1874  Mr.  Todd  taught  school  in  winter 
and  workcil  on  the  farm  through  the  sum- 
mer. In  that  \'ear  he  became  a  citizen  of 
Maryville.  aiul  has  since  been  a  constant 
and  faithful  worker  for  the  best  interests 
of  that  place. 

On  tlie  4tli  of  June,  1877,  Mr.  Todd  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  .Anna  Curf- 
maii,  of  Mary\-i]le.  and  they  iii>w  have  ,1 
family  of  fi\e  children,  namely :  Alabel, 
I.uUi,  James  C.  Walter  S.  and  Helen,  tlie 
oldest  nineteen,  the  youngest  ten  years  of 
age.     Hugh  C.  and  Estella  died  young., 

In  1893  ^i'"-  Todd  was  appointed  post- 
master by  President  Cleveland,  but  resigned 
the  oflice  two  years  later,  upon  becoming 
convinced  that  he  could  not  perform  his  edi- 
torial duties  coii\-enieiitly  and  to  his  own 
.satisfaction  while  attending  to  the  onerous 
re(|iiireiiients  of  a  ixistmastership.  b'or  sev- 
eral terms  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education,  and  was  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Maryville  Seminary  three  years. 
In  these  capacities  and  at  bis  daily  employ- 
ment he  has  been  the  same  modest  and  unas- 
suming- "gentleman  of  the  okl  school."  en- 
joying the  high  respect  of  the  community. 
His  ]iopularity  is  equaled  only  by  his  ])ro- 
fcssional  reputation.  As  a  speaker  upon  ed- 
ucational and  jiatriotic  subjects  be  is  in 
much  demand,  .\part  from  his  iiewspajier 
work  and  attendance  at  conventions  he  does 
not  obtrude  his  jjolitical   opinions.      While 
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an  active  Democrat  and  firm  in  tliat  faitli,- 
he  carefully  avoids  making  himself  person- 
ally offensive  to  even  the  most  opinionated 
of  ojjponents.  For  the  past  year  he  has  held 
the  position  of  state  Democratic  committee- 
man from  the  fourth  con"-ressional  district. 


WILLIAAI   H.   CLESTER. 

( )hi(i,  the  ohjecti\'e  point  and  tarrying 
place  of  the  pioneer  emigrants  to  the  old 
"west"  has  sent  its  quota  of  adventurers  to 
the  new  "west"  and  they  have  proven  by 
their  lives  and  their  prosperity  that  the 
nucleus  of  civilization  planted  there  and 
transijlanted  in  a  more  distant  locality  has 
lost  none  of  its  vitality  and  is  productive 
of  all  that  makes  for  good  citizenship.  One 
of  the  many  sons  of  Ohio  who  have  found 
homes  in  Missouri  and  done  their  full  share 
toward  its  development,  is  William  H. 
Clester,  some  account  of  whose  busy  and 
Avorthy  life  it  will  be  attempted  now  to  give, 

William  H.  Clester,  Xodoway  township, 
Xodaway  county  ( postoffice  Burlington 
Junction),  Alissouri,  is  a  ]jrogressive  and 
well-ti)-(l(.)  citizen,  who  came  to  the  countv 
in  1872.  lie  was  born  near  Zanesville, 
i\Iuskingum  county,  Ohio,  December  8, 
185 1,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Grace  j 
Clester.  His  father,  of  German  ancestry, 
■was  born  in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania. 
His  mother,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Grace, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state.  The 
children  of  Jo.seph  and  ^Margaret  (Grace) 
Clester  were  six  in  number,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  (dead);  Daniel,  of  Blanch- 
ard,  liiwa;  George,  deceased,  who  served  his 
country  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion;  Will- 
iam 11.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  .sketch  ; 
Rev.  Samuel,  of  the  Free  Methodist  church, 
a  resident  of  Nodawa\-  cmmtv;  and   IV-ter, 


of  Athens  county,  Ohio.  Joseph  Clester  was 
a  good  farmer  and  a  Democrat,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  His  widow 
married  Thomas  Kennan  and  is  living  at 
Berlin,  Ohio,  aged  fifty-eight.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

William  H.  Clester  was  reared  in  his 
early  home  in  Ohio  and  there  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  He  was  taught  to  be 
honest,  industrious  and  saving.  He  ac- 
cjuired  a  knowledge  of  farming  and  took  up 
the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker 
and  pursued  it  until  he  was  able  to  build 
a  wagon,  iron  and  paint  it  and  turn  it  out 
complete,  a  strong,  well  made,  good-looking 
\'ehicle,  adequate  for  long  and  hard  service. 
\Miile  yet  a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois and  located  mi  a  farm  in  Tazewell  conn- 
t}',  near  Pekin,  where  he  li\-ed,  until  in  T87J. 
as  has  been  stated,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He  began 
farming  here  on  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  has  increased  his  holdings  until 
he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  fine  prairie  and  bottom  land,  well  im- 
pr()\-ed  and  cqui])ped  with  good  antl  ample 
buildings.  He  has  plow  land,  well  fenced 
pastures,  meadows  and  rich  blue-grass  jias- 
ture  land  good  as  any  within  the  limits  of 
the  famous  "Blue  Grass"  state.  He  feeds 
much  stock  and  each  year  markets  a  goodly 
cjuantity  of  farm  produce. 

October  7,  1876,  Mr.  Clester  married 
Ida  Hoffman,  and  their  children  are:  Carrie, 
who  married  Charles  Drain  anil  has  one 
child  and  who  li\-es  on  the  Clester  home- 
stead ;  and  Jessie.  Joseph,  Xellie  and  ICtta 
— all  members  of  their  father's  Innisehold. 

Still  in  the  prime  of  life.  Mr.  Clester 
i,5  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
foresight  and  industry,  a  strong,  influential 
Democrrit,    a    ])atriotic     and     public-spirited 
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citizen,  a  firm  friend  and  good  neighbor  in 
the  best  sense  of  those  terms.  It  goes  with- 
out saying  that  such  a  man  is  popular  with 
his  fellow  citizens  and  that  his  counsel  is 
sought  and  followed  in  many  matters  of  the 
first  importance. 


MRS.  GEORGE  P.  C.VRPEXTER. 

^Irs.  George  P.  Carpenter  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  Xodaway  county  and  her 
circle  of  friends  is  very  extensive.  Since 
her  husliand's  death  she  has  managed  the 
prnperty  which  he  left  her,  displaying  there- 
in excellent  business  and  executive  ability, 
and  strong  force  of  character,  added  to  her 
true  womanly  and  gentle  ciualities.  Her 
husband.  George  P.  Carpenter,  was  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  men  of  the  com- 
munity and  belonged  to  a  prominent  family. 
His  father  became  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Xodaway  county  and  was  actively 
identified  with  the  work  and  improvements 
that  led  to  its  upbuilding  and  substantial 
development.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
Xovember  30,  181 3,  and  there  spent  his  boy- 
hood days,  becoming  familiar  with  the  work 
of  the  farm.  Throughout  his  life  he  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits,  and  though 
he  came  to  Xodaway  county  with  little  cap- 
ital his  energ}%  diligence  and  ])erseverance 
had  there  secured  to  him  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. 

He  left  his  home  in  1834  and  after  vis- 
iting \arious  places  in  the  state  returned 
to  Iiuliana,  in  1837.  For  nineteen  years 
he  was  a  resident  of  that  state  and  thence 
came  to  Xodaway  county,  Missouri.  This 
district  was  then  largely  unimproved  and 
he  bore  an  imfxirtant  part  in  reclaiming  the 
v.iUl  land  in  supporting  many  measures 
which  contrilnited  to  the  oublic  good.     In 


1856  he  went  to  Kansas,  but  soon  returned 
to  X'odaway  county,  entering  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  from  the  government, 
which  he  transformed  into  highly  productive 
fields:  and  this  now  has  been  the  family 
homestead  for  forty-four  years.  He  was 
married  April  17,  1839,  in  Indiana,  to 
Miss  Xancy  Guillams,  a  native  of  that  state, 
who  died  there,  leaving  to  her  hu-sband's 
care  their  four  small  children.  Only  one 
of  this  number  is  now  living,  Mrs.  B.  L. 
]\Ioore.  At  length,  after  long  and  active 
connection  with  agricultural  interests  in 
Xodaway  county,  Mr.  Carpenter  retired  to 
private  life  and  spent  his  last  years  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  well  earneil  rest.  He  served 
as  school  director  of  Clearmont  district  for 
several  years  and  at  all  times  was  faithful  to 
his  duties  of  citizenship.  He  passed  away  at 
tile  age  of  seventy,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

George  P.  Carpenter  was  born  in 
Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1847,  and  was  therefore  a  youth 
of  nine  years  when  the  father  came  with 
liis  family  to  Missouri.  Here  he  was  reared 
amid  the  wild  scenes  oi  frontier  life,  at  a 
period  when  improvements  were  scant  and 
witlely  scattered  and  when  villages  were  un- 
founded and  railroads  had  not  yet  lieen  built. 
Altb.ough  his  advantages  in  this  pioneer 
region  were  few  his  training  at  farm  labor 
was  not  meager,  and  thus  he  was  well  quali- 
fied for  the  occupation  which  he  matle  his 
life  work.  He  possessed  keen  discrimina- 
tion in  business  affairs,  sound  judgment 
and  unflagging  energy,  and  those  qualities 
enabled  him  to  gain  a  place  in  the  ranks  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
He  became  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  much  of 
which  he  placed  under  cultivation,  other  por- 
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tions  of  tlie  land  l)eing"  used  lor  pasturage; 
and  in  liis  stuck  raising  interests  he  was 
very  successful.  He  lived  upon  the  home 
farm  until  the  time  oi  the  Ci\'il  war,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  of  the  h'ourth 
Tvlissouri  State  Cavalry. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Sc])tem]icr.  iSOj.  '\\v. 
Carijenter  was  wedded  to  Miss  Jennctte 
Rinq'tjold.  who  was  Iiorn  in  Scott  county. 
Indiana,  a  da.ughter  of  ( ieorge  and  Eliza- 
beth (McCullough  )  Ringgold.  Her  father 
was  horn  in  Kentucky,  came  to  .Missouri 
in  1861  and  died  in  Xo(hiway  count\'.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-si.x  \-ears.  His  wifi'  was 
a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  reached  the 
I'salmist's  span  of  three-score  years  and  ten. 
She  became  the  mother  of  tweb'e  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  now  living.  Mr.  and 
I\Irs.  Carpenter  luue  had  se\en  chililrcn,  six 
of  whom  sur\-i\'e.  namcl\- :  W'illard  (i.,  Ullie 
X..  Alma  E.,  .Ab.Ily  .M.,  Addic  S.  and  El- 
\ira  M.  The  children  have  been  provided 
with  good  educational  privileges,  thus  add- 
ir^g-  mental  culture  to  their  innate  disposition 
to  retinement. 

In  matters  of  public  importance  ]\Ir. 
Carpenter  took  an  acti\e  interest,  and  in  his 
community  was  recognized  as  a  leader.  He 
scr\ed  as  a  school  director  of  his  district 
and  was  also  road  overseer,  discharging  his 
duties  with  promptness  and  lidelity.  The 
Car])enters  were  Wdiigs  in  ante-bellum  days 
arid  afterward  became  Jvepublicans.  Eik(; 
the  others  of  the  fannl_\-,  (ie<irge  P.  Car- 
penter became  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  cast  his  first  presidential  \'ote 
for  General  Grant  in  1868.  He  held  mem- 
l)ership  in  the  Baptist  church  of  Clearmont, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and  his  re- 
ligious faith  was  manifest  in  his  honorable 
dealings  in  business  and  his  relations  with 
liis  fellow  men.     In  him  were  noticed  the 


cliaracteristics  of  the  early  pi(ineers — stead- 
fast purpose,  strict  integrity  and  religious 
zeal — characteristics  to  which  the  splendid 
civilization  of  America  is  indebted  for  its 
wonderful  dex'clopnient  and  its  glorious 
prosperit\".  He  ])assed  away  ()ctol)er  2,  iSS", 
but  the  memor_\'  of  his  U])i'iglU  life  is  still 
enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 
^Irs.  Carpenter  still  survives  her  hus- 
band and  resides  upon  the  farm  in  .\tchison. 
township.  She  was  educated  in  the  old-time 
subscription  schools.  To  her  husband  she 
became  a  dex'oted  hel])nieet  and  since  hi« 
death  she  has  man;iged  the  extcnsix'e  ])ro|i^ 
ertv  interests  which  he  left  to  her.  with  tli  1 
aid  of  her  son.  To  this  she  has  added  and 
has  made  many  substantial  improvements 
upon  the  farm,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most 
desirable  and  attractix'c  country  ])laces  of 
the  ci.iunty.  She  has  o\'ersight  of  the  \'ari- 
otis  Ijusiuess  interests  u])on  the  ])lace,  re- 
garding biith  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Airs.  Car])enter  finds  in  her  sun 
W'illard  an  able  assistant  and  he  is  a  young 
man  of  marked  executi\'e  force,  who-e 
judgment  in  business  matters  is  reliable. 
He,  too,  is  a  Re])ublicau,  having  supjxjrted 
the  party  since  casting  his  first  presidentird 
vote  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  He  is  now- 
serving  as  census  enumerator  for  the  \ear 
1900,  and  is  a  member  of  the  towusliip 
Repulilican  committee.  The  family  is  one 
whose  educational  attainments,  sterling 
worth  and  upright  li\-es  ha\-e  gained  for  the 
members  of  the  household  a  very  pronu'nent 
position  in  social  circles. 


SA.MCEE  H.  TOWXSl'.Xl). 

After  a  irsefid  au<I  well  spent  life,  in 
which  he  has  i)rospered.  this  gentleman  is 
n.ow  lix'ing  in   retirement   from  acti\'e  labor 
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at  Mai"y\ille,  ^lissouri.  He  was  horn  in  Jo 
Daviess  county,  Illinois,  February  lo.  1840, 
a  son  of  H.  S.  and  Anna  (Carver)  Toumit 
send,  who  were  natives  of  Xew  '^'ork,  Ijut 
were  married  in  Indiana.  His  paternal 
grandfather.  Samuel  Townsend.  was  also 
born  in  Xew  York,  and  at  an  early  day 
mo\ed  to  Jo  Da\iess  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He 
was  a  soldier  of  the  war  nf  1812  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  In  his  political  views 
l.e  was  a  Whig.  His  children  were  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years; 
H.  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Elijah; 
and  Elmira.  Our  subject's  great-grandfa- 
ther Tnwnsend  \vas  burn  in  Juigland.  :md 
served  as  a  captain  in  the  Colonial  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Hon.  H.  S.  Townsend,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  m(_i\'ed  tn  Illinois,  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  his  home.  He  is  a  farmer 
and  speculator  and  is  a  man  of  prominence 
in  the  community  \\here  he  resides.  .\s  a 
Republican  he  h;is  taken  an  acli\e  interest 
in  public  affairs,  has  held  many  local  offices 
and  has  represented  his  county  in  the  state 
legislature  three  terms.  He  is  broad-minded 
and  intellectual  and  commands  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order.  His  wife  died  in 
1893,  leaving  the  following  children:  R.  K.. 
a  resident  of  Oklahoma;  E.  E.  and  Samuel 
FL,  both  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri; 
j\Irs.  Matilda  Hooker;  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Man- 
ley;  John  M.,  of  Illinois;  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Campbell ;  and  Mrs.  Delia  Oshorn. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  Samuel  H.  Townsend 
was  educated  in  the  connnon  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  and  Mount  Morris  Semin- 
ary, and  remained  with  his  parents  in  Illi- 


nois until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty* 
fifth  Illinois  A'olunteer  Infantry,  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  his 
company.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Fort  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing  and 
Shi  loll,  and  saw  some  hard  service.  Al- 
though he  was  never  wounded  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  on  account  of  sickness  and 
returned  home  in  the  latter  part  of  1863. 
He  was  ill  for  a  year  and  then  went  to  Idaho, 
where  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  tha 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
in  1869  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
w  here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
pmxhased  a  tract  of  unbroken  prairie  land, 
which  he  transformed  into  a  good  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  success- 
fully engageil  in  its  operation  until  1888, 
since  which  time  he  has  practically  lived  a 
letired  life  in  Maryville.  though  he  still 
manages  his  place.  He  has  always  given 
considerable  attention  to  stock  as  a  dealer 
and  raiser,  and  has  found  that  branch  of  his 
I  business  (juite  profitable.  By  his  ballot  Iiq 
I  supports  the  men  antl  measures  of  the  Re- 
I  publican  party,  and  he  takes  a  deep  and 
1  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs, 
though  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
pK)litical  honors. 

Mr.  Townsend  has  been  twice  married. 
In  1871  he  wedded  Miss  Catherine  Hess,  a 
nati^•e  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Hess,  a  business  man  and  hotel-keeper, 
who  spent  his  last  days  in  Milan,  Sullivan 
county,  Missouri.  She  was  the  third  in  or- 
der of  birth  in  his  family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  Belle,  the  wife  of  G.  W'erst; 
Mrs.  Margaret  Baldridge;  and  Mrs.  Fanny 
Tatterdale.  Mrs.  Townsend  died  Septem- 
ber 23,  1898,  leaving  one  daughter,  Delia, 
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wild  was  l)i)ni  in  ]\larch,  iSjj,  and  is  now 
tlie  wife  lit  John  Kndi.  a  drui;-i;ist  of  St. 
Jciseph.  Missouri.  ( )n  the  loth  oi  Decem- 
ber, 1899,  Air.  J'nwnseiul  niarrietl  Mrs. 
Susan  S.  Green,  wlm  hail  three  children  by 
her  first  marriage,  all  now  grown.  Her 
parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Padgett) 
Frizear,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  early 
settlers  of  Missouri,  where  both  died.  In 
religious  belief  they  were  Baptists.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
man  of  prcjniinence  in  his  community.  He 
was  twice  married  and  by  his  first  wife  had 
two  children  :  Melvina,  the  wife  of  J.  Crane; 
and  Sarah,  the  wife  of  J.  Fort.  By  his 
second  union  he  had  nine  children,  namely : 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  J.  Kemp:  Susan,  the 
wife  of  cjur  sul)ject;  ^lary  J.,  the  wife  of 
(.'■.  Shelly;  'Ihomas.  a  farmer;  Charles  and 
idartha,  twins,  and  the  latter  tiie  wife  of 
William  Fi.irt ;  William,  a  farmer:  Monroe, 
a  resident  of  Jowa;  and  l-?ilen,  the  wife  of 
'J\  Fort.  Mrs.  TownsentI  is  a  most  es- 
tunable  lady  ami  a  member  <if  the  Methodist 
church. 

STEPHEN  D.  LARGE,  :NL  D. 
The  successful  i)hvsician  must  be  a  man 
of  good  business  and  executive  ability. 
Added  to  this  he  must  possess  a  compre- 
hensive and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  medical  science.  He  must  have 
in  his  makeup  a  discriminating  and  ana- 
lytical power  that  will  enable  him  to  apply 
his  knowledge  to  tlie  needs  of  those  who  re- 
quire his  services,  and  above  all  he  must 
possess  a  broad,  liumanitarian  spirit  that 
will  enaljle  him  to  look  uiion  his  work  not 
from  the  fmancial  or  scientific  standpoint 
but  from  the  ground  oi  brotiierhood,  his 
labors  being  permeated  by  an  earnest  desire 
to  be  of  ser\'ice  to  his  fellow  men.     In  none 


of  these  rei|uirenients  is  Dr.  Stephen  Doug- 
las Large  lacking,  .and  therefore  he  has  at- 
l;iined  a  position  of  due  relati\-e  jirominence 
;is  a  representati\c  of  the  medical  fraternity 
of  Xodaway  couiuy.  lie  resides  in  Hop- 
kins and  has  si)ent  his  entire  life  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  country. 

J  le  was  born  just  across  the  state  line  in 
Taylor  county,  Iowa,  and  has  passed  his 
lile  within  a  radius  of  hft_\'  miles  (_)f  his 
birthplace.  His  natal  day  was  June  30, 
i86r.  His  father,  William  Large,  was  an 
earl\-  settler  of  Taylor  county,  and  has  long 
l)een  numbered  among  the  successful  farm- 
ers residing  east  of  Bedfor«l,  Iowa.  He  was 
Ijorn  in  Ohio  in  1822,  and  in  1849  he  emi- 
grated from  Highland  county,  that  state, 
to  Ta}'lor  C(_iunty,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  make  his  home,  his  life  Iicing 
that  of  an  industrious,  thrifty  tiller  of  the 
soil.  During  the  Ci\il  \\ar  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Cnion  anil  with  the  one-hun- 
dred-day troops  joined  the  army.  He  \-otes 
the  Democratic  ticket.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  La\ina  Hankins,  and  their 
children  are  the  following  named:  Dr.  A.  V. 
Large,  a  ])liysician  of  Braddy'ville,  Iowa; 
rxfary  \\..  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Potter,  of 
Corning;  .\ini  S.,  the  wife  of  jMelvin  Reed, 
of  Alta,  Iowa:  John  W.,  who  is  lix'ing  on  the 
old  homestead:  Stephen  D.,  of  this  review; 
and  Mrs.  Her])ert  Ramsay,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Large  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  in  the 
liigh  school  of  Shenandoah  he  completed  his 
literary  education.  J'.ntering  upon  the  study 
of  medicine  his  reatling  was  directed  l)y  his 
brother-in-law.  Dr.  Potter,  and  when  ready 
Un-  the  lecture  course  he  entered  the  Keokuk 
College  of  Physicians  and  Siu\geons,  com- 
pleting  his   studies    in   that    institution     in 
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icSS".  After  liis  graduation  he  opened  an 
otiice  in  Sliambaugh,  Iowa,  wliere  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  and  in  i8go  he  lo- 
cated in  Corning",  that  state,  wliere  he  con- 
ducted a  drug  business  in  connection  with 
his  practice.  In  11894  he  came  to  Hopkins  and 
purchased  the  drug  stock  of  Dr.  Girard  and 
disposed  of  it  in  1900.  He  is,  however,  the 
owner  of  a  stock  of  drugs  in  this  city,  the 
business  being  managed  by  Charles  Fry. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Large  occupies  an 
en\iable  position,  and  the  firm  of  Large  & 
King,  of  which  he  is  the  senior  partner,  is 
well  known  throughout  a  wide  region.  He 
keeps  in  constant  touch  with  progressive 
methods  and  has  all  the  medical  and  sur- 
gical appliances  necessary  for  the  success- 
ful ci  induct  of  his  practice,  having  lately 
adiled  an  X-ray  instrument,  whereby  he  has 
been  able  to  effect  some  really  marvelous 
cures. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Bedford, 
Iowa,  in  April,  iSr.S,  to  ^Irs.  Delia  Broyles, 
a  daughter  of  (ieorge  ^^'.  Downing,  now 
deceased.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons 
and  Odd  Fellows.  His  i)leasanf,  genial 
manner  wins  him  friends  wherever  he  goes. 
Haughtiness  and  ostentation  find  no  place 
in  his  composition.  He  is  a  typical  repre- 
sentati\e  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives  ?.\v\  of 
tile  city  which  is  his  home;  and  truly  his  life 
may  be  termed  a  success,  for  he  has  not  only 
acquired  a  comfortable  competence  but  has 
also  taken  part  in  a  noble  work — the  allc.  ia- 
tion  of  human  suffering. 


j.\Mb:S  AXDV  FORD. 

?\lar\\ille,  Xodaway  county,  Missouri, 
h.as  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  enterprising 
young  men  of  affairs,  several  of  whom  are 


represented  in  this  work.  The  intense  en- 
ergy and  unswerxing  purpose  of  such  men 
as  the  one  whose  name  is  above  maintain 
a  business  activity  in  the  little  city  in  some 
respects  remarkable.  Many  men  with 
greater  capital  and  less  ability  and  energy 
would  have  failed;  but  Mr.  Ford  has  made 
standing  room  for  himself,  against  all  com- 
petition and  in  spite  of  many  obstacles,  and 
iNlaryville  is  the  richer  for  his  success. 

James  A.  Ford  was  born  on  the  "High- 
land Park"  farm,  near  Maryville,  December 
20.   i860,  a  son  of  Elijah  and   Catherine 
(McClain)  Ford.    Elijah  Ford  was  the  son 
:  of  a  farmer  and  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
I  1827.     ^^'hile  yet  a  young  man  he  came  to 
X'odaway  county,  where  he  became  acquaint- 
ed  with   and   married  a  daughter  of  John 
]\lcClain,  a  prominent  citizen  here,  who  had 
emigrated   from   Kentucky    to    the    Platte 
Purchase  in  1S36  and  who  mo\ed  to  Xoda- 
way county  in    1842.     John   McClain   was 
\  a  slave  owner,  a  large  stock  raiser,  and  dur- 
I  ing  "war  times"   a  pronounced    and    out- 
j  spoken  southern  Democrat.     In  the  infancy 
I  of   Maryville  he  was   the  owner    of    one- 
I  eighth  of  the  block  on  which  the  First  Na- 
!  tional  Bank  now  stands,  and  it  is  related,  as 
;m  incident  of  the  days  of  small  things,  that 
he  traded  this  now  valuable  projierty  for  a 
I  yoke  of  oxen  and  thought  he  was  getting  a 
1  good  bargain.    He  spent  his  last  years  in 
i  Platte  county,  Missouri,  and  died  there  in 
1899.  aged  eighty-seven  years.     Elijah  Ford 
located  in  Xodaway  county  in  1858  and  foi 
some  years  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
removal  to  Maryville.     He  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  to  the  citizens  of  Polk  town- 
ship and  has  always  been  a  man  of  good  in- 
fluence. 

James  Ford  was  the  only  child  in  his  fa- 
ther's family,  a  typical  country  lad,  but  with 
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till  uncomniiiii  inclinatinn  tov  Imsiness,  wliich 
lie  was  destiiu'il  U>  follow  to  success.  Tie 
acquired  a  fairly  good  luiglish  and  business 
education  at  Mar}\ille,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  engaged  in  his  first  business  venture 
in  this  town.  It  was  in  the  retail  grocery, 
line,  and  Clark  Andrews  was  his  partner. 
His  capital  was  so  small  that  it  may  be  said 
to  have  consisted  chiefly  in  his  ability  to 
make  friends  and  secure  their  patronage. 
After  two  years  ]Mr.  Ford  relincjuished  his 
grocery  business  and  became  a  li\eryman. 
His  business  in  this  line  grew  into  a  thriv- 
ing trade  in  horses  and  mules  and  he  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  shippers 
of  such  stock  in  northwest  J^Iissouri.  Dur- 
ing the  past  sixteen  years  his  energies  have 
been  directed  entirely  to  building  up  at 
;\Iaryville  a  market  for  farm  stock  of  this 
character,  and  the  fact  that  in  a  single 
year  recently  he  handled  four  thousand 
head  of  stock  indicates  the  extent  to  which 
he  has  succeeded  in  developing  a  conspicu- 
(  us  business  at  home  along  lines  of  his  own 
choosing  and  by  methods  the  wisdom  of 
which  is  attested  by  their  efficiency.  He  is 
also  a  partner  in  the  Union  Bus  Line  of 
I\Iar_\ville,  a  large. business  which  is  the  onl}- 
one  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 

^Ir.  Ford  married  Miss  Ollie  Maujjin, 
in  Nodaway  county,  in  July,  1885.  She  was 
born  in  Harrisonville,  ]\Iissonri,  and  reared 
at  St.  Joseph.  Her  father,  Robert  Maupin, 
came  originall}-  from  Kentucky.  Her  only 
brother,  Howard  Maupin,  is  a  United  States 
railway  mail  clerk,  whose  route  is  over  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
James  A.  and  Ollie  (Maupin)  Ford  have 
three  children:  Hazel,  fourteen  A'ears  old; 
Harold,  twelve  years  old;  and  Helen,  five. 

^Ir.  Ford  is  personally  \ery  popular  and 
has  a  large  accjuaintance  throughout  all  the 


territory  tributary  to  Maryville.  He  is  an 
enthusiastic  Mason,  a  member  of  blue  lodge 
Xo.  470,  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  of  Mary-; 
ville:  Owens  Chapter,  Xo.  96.  Royal  Arch- 
Masons,  of  ^laryviile;  Commaiulery  Xo.  40, 
Knights  Templar,  of  St.  Joseph:  and  Mt)ilah 
Consistory,  Nobles  of  the  ^klystic  Shrine, 
of  St.  Joseph. 


JOHX  HAGEY. 

In  the  border  states  between  the  extreme 
n(_irth  and  si')Uth,  more  than  in  any  cither 
part  of  our  country,  it  is  e\ident  that  the 
people  of  the  two  sections  have  jomed 
hands  over  the  "bloody  chasm"  that  long 
separated  them,  and  united  in  a  true  brother- 
hood of  Americans,  knowing  no  section  and 
solicitous  for  the  advancement  of  the  nation 
in  its  broadest  sense.  Such  a  state  is  Mis- 
souri, and  there  the  men  who  wore  the  blue 
and  the  men  who  wore  the  gray  are  neigh- 
bors and  friends,  pushing  forward  shoulder 
to  shoulder  in  the  march  of  material  and  so- 
cial improvement.  The  man  whose  name 
heads  this  article  is  one  of  those  who  risked 
their  lives  and  saw  their  kindred  die  for  that 
historic  "lost  cause"  which  to  the  okl  soldier 
is  now  but  a  saddening  memor}-. 

John  Hagey,  a  well-known  old  resident 
of  Green  to\\'nsIiip,  Noilaway  count}'  (  post- 
ofiice  Burlington  Junction),  has  been  a  citi- 
zen of  the  county  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
He  was  born  in  Harrison  cmint}'.  Ohio.  July 
18,  1843,  "i  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
Hagey.  His  father  was  of  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  stock  and  a  native  of  Franklin  county, 
that  state.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Hagey  emigrated 
from  PennsyKaiiia  to  Harrison  coun- 
ty. Ohio,  making  the  trip  UK^stiy  by  water. 
They  continued  th.eir  journe}'  in  the  same 
wav    in     i8tJ.  and     entered     Missouri    bv 
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\\ay  of  St.  Josepli.  On  reacliing  Xodaway 
county  tliey  settled  for  a  time  in  Lincoln 
township,  whence  they  removed  to  Green 
township,  where  they  lived  out  their  days, 
each  dying  at  ninety.  They  had  five  children, 
as  follows :  ^laria.  who  married  Henry  Bow- 
man and  lives  at  Burlington  Junction;  Isaac, 
a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  service,  who  was 
killed  at  Corinth  in  September,  1863;  Jacob, 
also  in  the  Confederate  army,  who  was  killed 
at  Champion  Hills;  John,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  and  Abraham. 

John  Hagey  was  nine  years  old  when 
the  family  came  to  Xodaway  county.  The 
succeeding  nine  years  he  spent  as  a  pioneer 
boy  and  youth.  If  his  lot  was  such  as 
to  be  judged  by  any  one  as  in  any  sense 
a  hard  one,  it  was  to  grow  harder.  The  war 
of  the  Rebellion  came  on  and  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  south  and  took  part  during 
the  next  few-  years  in  the  determined  but 
tmavailing  fight  for  southern  independence. 
As  a  member  of  Captain  McKiddy's  com- 
pany, of  Samuels'  Ijattalion,  he  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Blue  Mills,  Lexington,  Pea 
Ridge,  Elkhorn  Station,  ^lemphis,  luka, 
Corinth,  Champion  J  fills  and  Vicksburg. 
After  the  fall  of  \"icksburg  he  was  made  a 
prisoner  and  was  kept  at  Dcmopolis,  Ala- 
bama, four  months.  Later  he  saw  service 
on  the  Confederate  ran.i  Tennessee,  Cap- 
tain Buchmar,  operating  against  Cnion 
vessels  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Far- 
ragut.  He  was  captured  by  the  Federals 
/md  taken  to  New  Orleans,  whence  he  was 
transferred  to  Elmira,  New  York,  where  he 
was  held  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was 
given  his  liberty  May  28,  1865.  and  returned 
without  delay  to  Missouri. 

-After  the  war  Mr.  Hagey  resumed  farm- 
ing. He  cultivated  rented  land  until  1867. 
then  secured  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 


sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  as  rapidly 
as  possible  until  it  was  under  a  good  state 
ot  cultivation,  provided  with  adequate  build- 
ings and  machinery  and  in  all  ways  amply 
equipped  for  practical  farming.  In  1866 
lie  married  Miss  S.  M.  Odell,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Vickie)  Odell, 
l;oth  of  whom  are  dead.  Miss  Odell  came 
of  a  good  famil}-,  is  a  woman  of  high  pur- 
pose and  good  ability  and  has  been  to  Mr. 
Hagey  a  noble  and  helpful  wife.  They 
have  seven  children,  named  as  follows :  James 
E.,  Horatio  M.,  Abraham  C,  Cora  S.  (Mrs. 
Seals,  of  Wilcox,  Nodaway  county),  Ber- 
tha (:\Irs.  AlcClay,  of  Nebraska),  Etta  and 
Zulu. 

Mr.  Hagey  is  a  public-spirited  man.  who 
if  ever  ready  to  do  his  full  share  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munit}-.  From  the  fact  of  his  ser\ice  on 
th.e  Confederate  side  of  the  war  of  the  re- 
liellion,  he  is  not  identified  with  the  (irand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  yet  he  counts  among 
his  best  and  truest  friends  many  old  fighters 
who  were  oppo.sed  to  him  in  1861-65.  He  is 
an  Odd  Fellow. 


N.\TH.\NIEL  SISSON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  senior 
member  of  the  real-estate,  loan  and  abstract 
firm  of  N.  Sisson  &  Son,  is  one  of  the  three 
remaining  active  business  men  of  Maryville 
who  occupy  the  same  business  rooms,  occu- 
pied continuously  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
centur}-.  He  came  into  the  county  August 
6,  1866,  and  has  witnessed  the  transforma- 
tit)n  of  a  vast  prairie  dotted  here  and  there 
with  the  cabins  of  a  few  settlers  into  the 
present  pt)pulous  and  ]irosperous  county  of 
Nodaway. 

Mr.  Sisson  was  born  May  25,  1845,  in 
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a  typical  early  settler's  log  cabin  on  a  farm 
in  Meigs  county.  Ohio,  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
Potter  Sisson.  wlm  was  horn  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  tjallia.  in  the  \'ear  1817,  heing  the 
same  year  the  paternal  grandparents  settled 
in  that  cnuiity.  Authentic  history  of  this 
hranch  of  the  Sisson  family  begins  in  Ot- 
sego county,  Xew  York  state.  Family  tradi- 
tion. ho\ve\'er,  begins  with  "three  brothers," 
emigrants  from  the  old  country,  supposed 
to  be  Scotland,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Rhode  Island,  about  the  time  of  the  early 
settlements  at  or  near  the  city  of  Providence. 
l-"rom  this  point  one  remox'ed  to  Virginia; 
one  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  Xew  York 
state,  and  (.me.  the  great-great-grandfather, 
iri  the  western  part  of  the  same  state,  near 
Rochester,  subsequently  removing  to  Ot- 
sego county,  where  he  died.  He  had  three 
sons — Samuel,  Arnold  and  John.  The 
latter,  the  great-grandfather,  occupied  a 
h(jmestead  near  Wells'  bridge,  which  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  members  of  the  family. 
The  family  of  John  Sisson,  the  great- 
grandfather, consisted  of  nine  boys  and  four 
girls,  of  whom  John,  Benjamin  and  Amos 
settled  in  Indiana,  and  Jiles,  Wilson,  Aaron 
and  Simeon  settled  in  Ohio.  There  is  no 
record  as  to  what  became  of  the  other  two 

sons,  Wright  and  .     Of  the  daughters, 

Elizabeth  married  Benjamin  Saunders; 
Edith,  a  Mr.  Gardiner;  Rebecca,  a  Mr.  Wil- 
ber,and  Sarah  married  AlvinPeck.  of  Berlin, 
Rensselaer  county.  Xew  York.  Grandfather 
Simeon  Sisson,  whose  wife's  maiilen  nama 
was  Potter,  removed  to  a  point  near  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsyhania,  remaining  but  a  few- 
years,  and  thence  liy  raft  (the  tlien  common 
mode  of  travel)  down  the  Ohio  ri\er,  land- 
ing at  Gallipolis,  Gallia  county,  as  before 
stated,  in  the  year  1817.  His  family — 
Elisha,  Sarah  (  who  married  Orvil  Farmer), 


Xathaniel  P.,  William  and  Lewis,  who  are 
all  now  deceased  except  Lewis — settled  in 
^leigs  county.  Ohio,  (irandfather  Simeon 
and  grandmother  arc  burictl  in  the  cemetery 
at  Middleport,  same  county,  they  having  both 
died  (of  cholera)  in  middle  age,  leaving  a 
family  of  young  children. 

Xathaniel  P.,  the  father,  being  a  Ixiy  of 
tender  years,  was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle 
Wilson  to  learn  carpentering.  Becoming 
dissatisfied,  he  departed  from  his  emjiloyer 
without  leave,  drifting  down  the  river  in  a 
pig  trough,  for  want  of  a  better  boat!  This 
early  experience  determined  his  calling;  for 
years  he  followed  boating  on  the  Ohio. 
Subsequently  learning  the  trade  of  stone- 
cutter, gaining  a  competence,  he  bought  and 
improved  several  farms,  the  last  one  being 
in  Rutland  township,  Meigs  count}-,  which 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  a  member  of  the 
famil}-.  He  was  married  twice — first  to 
Rebecca  ]\IcKinster.  One  child  was  born  to 
this  marriage,  John  M..  the  mother  dying 
while  he  was  an  infant;  he  now  occupies  the 
old  homestead.  His  second  marriage  was- 
to  Sarah  Harrington  Canode,  nee  Green,  the- 
widow  of  David  Canode,  w-ho  died  leaving 
two  small  children,  George  W.  and  Mary. 
Sarah  Harrington  Green  was  the  daughter 
and  oldest  child  of  William  Green  and^ 
Mary  Green,  nee  Earhart,  whose  chil- 
dren were  Sarah  Harrington,  Catha- 
rine. Harriett,  Samuel,  Mary,  Josephine, 
Joanna  I\I.,  William  and  Eliza.  The 
grandparents  of  said  Sarah  Harrington 
Green,  were  Andrew  Green  and  Mary  Green, 
nee  Harrington,  whose  children  were,  Sam- 
uel, William,  Deborah,  James,  John  and  An- 
drew (twins),  Polly,  George  W.,  Jonathan 
H.  and  Alafare.  The  Green  family  was 
formerly  from  Hagerstown,  Maryland. 
(Grandfather  (Jreen  was  among  the  first  set- 
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tiers  and  made  tlie  first  "clearing"  where  the 
town  of  McArthur,  \'inton  county,  Ohio, 
now  stands.  His  child  Sarah,  being  the  first 
child  horn  in  the  village  (3ilarch  lO,  1816), 
was  by  the  proprietor  of  the  town  presented 
with  a  town  lot  in  recognition  of  the  fact. 
She  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Though  seventy  years  have 
passed  since  she  removed  from  McArthur 
she  still  remembers  names  of  the  first  set- 
tlers and  recounts  the  thrilling  incidents  of 
those  early  times  when  wolves  and  wild  In- 
dians were  the  dread  of  the  pioneers. 

The  children  of  Nathaniel  P.  Sisson  and 
Sarah  H.  Sisson,  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
Subject  of  this  sketch,  named  in  the  order  of 
their  ages,  are :  Dr.  David  Sisson,  of  Meigs 
county,  Ohio;  Nathaniel,  this  subject;  Fran- 
cis M.,  of  Yuma  county,  Colorado;  Eleanor 
Rebecca,  deceased ;  Ann  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
L.  ^I.  Harvey,  of  Meigs  county,  Ohio;  Sarah 
Jane,  deceased ;  and  Charles,  also  deceased. 
The  deceased  children  all  died  in  infancy 
and  are  buried  with  their  father  in  the  fam- 
ily's private  burying-ground  on  a  very  high 
hill  near  the  middle  of  the  old  home  farm  in 
Rutland  township,  the  father,  Nathaniel  P., 
having  died  at  his  home  in  ]^Iiddleport,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1894. 

In  religion  the  Sisson  ancestors  inclined 
to  the  Quaker  order;  the  Greens  were  ]\Ieth- 
odists  :  th.e  parents  of  this  subject  were  mem- 
bers of  the  iMiddleport  congregation  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  which  faith  the  family 
was  reared.  From  infancy  enjoying  the 
quiet,  steady-going  home  life  of  the  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  southeastern  Ohio,  the  boys 
worked  on  the  farm  in  summer,  and  all,  boys 
and  girls,  big  and  little,  attended  in  winter 
time  the  district  school,  of  which  Ohio  at 
tl:at  time  could  lx)ast  the  best. 

Our  subject  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 


Civil  war  was  a  boy  of  sixteen.  Fired  with 
the  patriotism  of  the  hour  in  support  of  the 
Union,  he  enlisted,  August  9,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany C,  Ninety-second  Ohio  \'olunteer  In- 
fantry. A  month  later  he  was  rejected  by 
the  mustering  ofiicer  and  sent  home  because 
of  his  youth.  Octoljer  loth  following  he 
crossed  the  Ohio  river  and  enlisted  as  a  re- 
cruit in  Company  A,  Second  ^^'est  Virginia 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  of  which  company  his 
brother  David  was  then  a  member,  that  reei- 


ment,  with  others  of  General  Lightburn's 
command. .at  that  time  being  camped  at  Point 
Pleasant.  \"irginia.  Entering  immediately 
upon  active  duty,  he  was  constantly  with  his 
command  in  the  field  until  July  4,  1865.  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  at  Wheeling.  West 
\'irginia,  having  gained  four  inches  in  stat- 
ure and  one-fourth  his  original  weight  dur- 
ing his  service.  Except  for  a  few  months 
his  company  was  body  guard  for  General 
Scammon  at  Charleston.  Scouting,  chasing 
guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  doing  outpost 
and  picket  duty  in  the  mountains  of  West 
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\irginia,  with  an  occasional  "brusli"  with  a 
regiment  or  two,  occupied  his  regiment  until 
the  "raid"  upon  Lynchburg  under  General 
Hunter  in  the  spring  of  1864,  after  which 
the  \'irginia  brigade,  consisting  of  the  First, 
Second  and  Third  cavalry  regiments,  was 
sent  to  the  Shenandoah  \-alley,  where  it  be- 
came a  part  of  Sheridan's  cavalry.  The  bat- 
tle of  Winchester,  of  July  24th,  Opequan 
September  19th,  Fisher's  Hill  September 
22<\.  and  Cedar  Creek,  of  "Sheridan's  Ride" 
celebrity,  October  19th,  in  all  of  which  with 
many  minor  engagements  he  participated, 
closed  the  campaign  of  1864. 

Wintering  in  log  huts  at  Camp  Averel, 
near  Winchester.  February  27,  1865.  found 
Sheridan's  cavalry  in  the  saddle  scattering 
the  last  remnant  of  Early's  command  at 
Waynesboro  March  3d,  raiding  the  rear 
of  Richmond,  then  returning  to  the  federal 
lines  at  Whitehouse  Landing,  thence  around 
by  way  of  City  Point  to  the  extreme  left  of 
Grant's  army,  then  investing  Petersburg.  An 
extensi^■e  cavalry  raid  was  planned  in  that 
direction  and  actually  begun  which  termin- 
ated unexpectedly  with  the  victorious  battle 
of  Five  Forks  April  i,  1865,  which  decided 
tlie  fall  of  Richmond,  the  city  being  evac- 
uated the  next  day.  Sheridan  immediately 
fell  upon  the  rear  and  flanks  of  Lee's  re- 
treaing  army,  the  cavalry  skirmishing  and 
fighting  every  day,  our  subject  as  bugler  for 
General  Capehart.  He  and  the  General  both 
had  their  horses  killed  under  them  by  a  vol- 
ley from  the  enemy  at  Deep  creek.  Sheridan 
threw  his  command  in  front  directly  across 
his  line  of  march,  when,  April  9th,  Lee  found 
all  hope  of  further  retreat  cut  off.  The  place 
was  Appomattox.  Bugler  Sissons'  personal 
recollections  of  these  matters  were  well  re- 
lated by  the  ^laryville  corres])ondent  nf  the 


St.  Louis    Globe-Democrat    of    March    13, 
1897: 

"a  bit  of  war  history. 

"The  Last  Hostile  Bugle  Command  Before 
Lee's  Surrender. 

"A  bugler  who  blew  the  last  "charge'  of 
the  Civil  war  lives  in  this  cit}'.  He  talks 
interestingly  of  that  final  rush  at  Appomat- 
tox and  the  truce  that  speedily  followed. 
His  hardened  lips  sounded  the  inspiriting 
cavalry  command  that  practically  ended  the 
bloody  conflicts  of  four  years  and  resulted 
in  ultimate  peace  and  the  perpetuity  of  the 
L^nion. 

"When  the  war  broke  out  Xathaniel  Sis- 
son  enlisted  in  the  Second  West  ^^irginia 
Cavalry.  He  rode  under  the  flag  of  that 
gallant  regiment  through  many  a  perilous 
struggle,  and  the  year  1865  found  him,  un- 
der Custer's  command,  in  that  part  of  the 
field  where  hostilities  were  formally  ended. 

"  'We  had  been  pursuing  Lee's  retreat- 
ing army  all  day  on  the  8th  of  April.  '65,' 
said  Mr.  Sisson  to  the  Globe-Democrat  cor- 
respondent. 'On  that  day  we  had  captured 
a  train  of  cars  bearing  supplies  for  Lee,  and 
sent  out  from  Richmond.  We  also  made 
quick  work  of  a  belated  wagon  train,  and, 
tired  after  so  vigorous  a  day  of  foraging, 
went  into  camp. 

"  'After  lying  on  our  arms  all  night, 
we  were  called  early,  and  before  daylight 
were  in  the  saddle,  ready  for  the  extents  of 
the  most  glorious  day  of  the  war.  The 
trouble  began  at  an  early  hour.  We  ad- 
vanced and  met  the  enemy's  skirmish  line, 
brushing  them  before  us  easily.  In  a  short 
time  we  were  advancing,  apparently,  on 
Lee's   wagon   tr.iin,   Init,   instead,    we   soon 
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found  ourselves  lieaded  through  Lee's 
army.  Tlieu  the  last  bugle  command  of  a 
hostile  nature  was  blown  and  we  were  charg- 
ing at  them.  As  we  rushed  on  two  of  Gen- 
eral Gordon's  aids  rode  out,  carrying  a  flag 
of  truce.    That  practically  ended  the  war.' 

"This  liistoric  flag  of  truce,  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Sisson,  was  the  dirty  towel  so  humor- 
ously referred  to  by  General  Gordon  in  his 
lecture  on  "The  Last  Days  of  tlie  Confed- 
eracy.' 

■'  ".V  federal  olVicer  rode  out  to  meet  the 
truce-bearers,'  continued  Mr.  Sisson.  "Mean- 
while Custer  rode  at  the  head  of  his  charg- 
ing column,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  prof- 
fered truce.  The  aids  spurred  their  horses 
and  overtook  Custer,  who  ordered  the  col- 
umn to  halt.  The  moving  line  stopped  and 
the  dashing  Custer  rode  back  to  General 
Gordon's  headquarters.  While  terms  of 
surrender  were  being  discussed  a  scjuad  of 
Confederate  cavalry  dashed  into  the  front 
of  th.e  L'nion  ranks.  Gordon  hastened  to 
send  them  command  to  cease  hostilities,  but 
found  himself  without  an  'aid.  He  dis- 
jiatched  a  willing  federal  soldier,  who  bore 
Gordon's  order  to  end  the  attack.  This  was 
the  gallant  southern  general's  last  official 
direction  of  the  war,  and  it  was  executed  by 
a  soldier  from  the  opposing  ranks. 

"  'Custer  came  back  from  Gordon's  tent 
alone.  As  he  passed  we  heard  him  tell  Gen- 
eral Capehart,  uncovering  his  head  the  while, 
that  General  Lee  was  treating  for  capitula- 
tion. Those  of  us  who  heard  it.  set  up  a 
cheer.  It  was  carried  down  the  line  and 
across  the  valleys  until  the  very  hills  shook 
with  the  shouts  of  joy  from  the  throats  of 
thousands  of  the  lx)ys  in  blue,  who  realized 
that  the  war  was  over." 

"Bueler  Sisson  does  not  claim  that  he 


j  blew  the  last  order  of  the  war;  but  his  regi- 
!  mental  historian  gives  him  the  credit  for  it. 

and  facts  bear  out  the  statement.  The  bugler 
I  who  sounded  the  final  charge  before  Lee's 
I  surrender  is  a  well-to-do  citizen,  and  was 

formerly  a  partner  of  ex-Governor  More- 
'  house  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business. "^ 

Having  recei\ed  the  flag  of  truce  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  gallantry.  General  Custer  was 
given  the  post  of  honor,  the  right  of  the  line, 
in  the  grand  review  of  Grant's  and  Sher- 
;'  man's  armies  May  J4th  in  Washington  city. 
■  General  Custer  and  staff  were  the  first  to 
j  pass,  then  General  Capehart  and  staff,  with 
[  which  was  Bugler  Sisson.     All  the  cavalry, 
infantry  and  artillery  of  both  armies  made 
up  the  most  imposing:  military  i)ageant  e\er 
witnessed  on  this  continent. 

Returning  after  almost  three  years  of 
continuous  service,  still  a  minor,  Mr.  Sisson 
exhausted  his  small  army  savings  in  further- 
ing his  education.  On  July  31st,  alone,  with 
all  his  worldly  belongings  i)acked  in  a  small 
grip,  he  started,  like  many  boys  of  the  time, 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  great  unsettled 
west,  arriving,  without  incident,  in  ^lary- 
ville,  as  liefore  related. 

School-teacher,  cabinet-maker,  county 
road  and  bridge  commissioner,  studying  sur- 
veying and  engineering  the  while,  in  1871 
he  engaged  as  engineer  with  a  firm  in  St. 
Joseph,  and  for  two  years  suiierintended  the 
building  of  bridges,  his  masterpiece  being  a 
wagon  bridge  for  a  toll-bridge  company 
built  over  the  Brazos  river  near  Calvert, 
Texas,  with  stone  abutments,  and  wooden 
superstructure  spanning  the  entire  stream 
with  one  span,  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  feet — two  hundred  feet  being  considered 
bv  engineers  the  limit  of  safetv  for  wooden 
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■superstructures.  This  bridge  stood  and  an- 
swered all  requirements  for  over  twenty  years 
and  was  crushed  down  only  by  the  on-rusli 
■of  line  hnnih-eil  and  Hfty  liead  of  wild  Texas 
cattle. 

April  13,  1875,  with  H.  C.  Fisher,  the 
cashier  of  the  Farmers'  Bank,  and  Albert 
P.  Morehouse,  he  entered  upon  the  real- 
estate  and  abstract  business,  under  tlie  firm 
name  of  Morehouse,  Sisson  &  Company. 
During-  the  partnership  the  firm  published 
tile  first  litliogra])hic  map  of  the  county,  the 
■original  draft  of  which  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Sisson.  At  the  end  of  al.Kjut  three  years 
Fisher  retired,  and  the  firm  became  More- 
house &  Sisson.  After  fourteen  years  of 
partnership  he  bought  the  interest  of  the  late 
Goyernor  Morehouse  and  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone  till  1896,  when  his  son.  arri\ing 
at  his  majority,  was  taken  as  a  partner,  un- 
der the  present  firm  name.  In  1877  Mr.  Sis- 
son prepared  and  bad  cupyrighted  an  origi- 
nal s)-stem  of  abstract  books  known  as  the 
American  system,  which  the  firm  uses. 

October  14,  1874,  'Mr.  Sisson  was  mar- 
ried, at  Lexington,  Mi,ssouri,  to  Miss  Mary 
S.  Hughes,  of  that  city,  a  daughter  of  George 
E.  Hughes  and  Anna  Hughes,  nee  Groves. 
Her  father,  going  with  the  great  rush  of 
gold-seekers  in  1850  to  California  across 
the  plains  with  ox  teams,  prospered  for  a 
time  and  was  lost — whether  liy  sickness  or 
otherwise  was  ne\er  known.  Her  mother 
■was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Groves,  who 
moved  from  near  Nashville.  Tenne.s.see.  to 
Monroe  count}'.  Missouri,  where  he  died, 
leaving  a  ((uite  numerous  family,  several  of 
■whom  later  settled  in  Xodaway  county. 
]\Irs.  Hughes  remained  a  widow  and  reared 
her  children.  James  T..  Georgian  and  Marv 
S..  when  she  died,  at  the  latter's  home.  Feb- 
ruary in,  1900. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sisson  have  two  children : 
Nathaniel  Paul,  a  mem1)er  of  the  firm  of  N. 
Sisson  &  Son.  who  served  as  the  first  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  E.  Fourth  Missouri 
Regiment,  in  active  service  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war  of  1898-9,  and  at  this  time 
is  the  captain  in  command  of  said  company; 
and  Donna,  a  liright  school  girl  of  thirteen 
summers. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sisson  early  took  an  act- 
ive interest,  as  a  member  of  the  IMaryville 
Tanner  Cluli.  composed  of  two  hundred  of 
Mar}'\-ille's  good  citizens.  He  was  elected 
its  captain  in  1868.  and  that  year  cast  his 
first  vote  for  his  old  commander.  General 
U.  S.  Grant.  Mr.  Sisson  has  never  held  any 
\ery  important  office.  He  was  city  clerk, 
alderman  for  six  years,  member  of  the  Mary- 
\ille  schodl  bnard  and  for  three  ^•ears  its 
l)resident :  he  aided  in  securing  the  three 
\Aard  school  buildings.  .\s  the  successi.ir  of 
Hon.  Nicholas  Ford,  who  was  nominated 
by  the  Greenback  party  and  endorsed  and 
elected  by  the  aid  of  the  Republicans  to 
congress  twice  in  succession,  Mr.  Sisson  was 
nominated  and  made  the  race  for  congress 
from  the  Fourth  Missouri  district  in  1882; 
the  Republican  convention  failing  to  en- 
dorse him  as  they  had  Ford,  he  was  in  the 
ensuing  election  defeated.  In  1892  he  was 
the  candid.'Ue  of  the  Republican  jjarty  of 
Nodaway  cnunt}-  for  representative  to  the 
general  assenibh-,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
small  plurality. 

In  religion  Mr.  Sisson  is  lilieral.  While 
not  a  member  of  any,  he  is  a  patron  of  all 
churches.  He  is  a  member  of  Sedgwick 
Post.  No.  21,  (J.  A.  R.,  and  he  is  its  pres- 
ent ciimniander.  In  the  order  of  A.  F.  &  .\. 
M.  he  is  a  member  of  Mary\ille  Lodge,  No. 
165  ;  of  Owens  R.  A.  C,  No.  96,  and  Mary- 
ville   Commandery,   No.  40,  K.   T. ;  and   he 
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is    also    a    member    of    Moila    Temple,  St. 
Jobcph. 

The  Sisson  residence  occupies  a  beautiful 
ten-acre  plat  west  of  and  adjoining  Mary- 
viiie.  emlx)\vered  in  evergreens,  shrubs  and 
flowers,  an  ideal  home. 


HON.  EDWIX  A.  \I.\SOXHALER. 

Hon.  Edwin  A.  X'insonhaler,  an  attor- 
ney at  law  of  Maryville,  is  distinctively 
American ;  so  were  his  ancestors,  both  lineal 
and  collateral,  for  several  generations.  He 
is  a  tlirect  descendant  of  the  pioneer  Vinson- 
halers  of  Ohio,  being  a  great-grandson  of 
George  X'insonhaler,  who  went  into  the 
Buckeye  state  with  Massie.  who  was  sur- 
\e}ing  and  locating  land  warrants  in  Ross 
county.  George  Vinsonhaler  was  a  survey- 
or by  profession  and  resided  in  the  vicinity 
of  Martinsburg,  XVest  Virginia,  wliich  was 
the  original  American  home  of  the  family. 
He  left  that  state  and  became  an  active  fac- 
tor in  the  development  of  Ohio  anil  died 
in  Chillicothe.  One  of  his  cliildren  was  Ja- 
cob X'insonhaler,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub 
ject.  He  left  Ohio  in  1841  and  settled  in  the 
Platte  purchase  in  Missouri,  and  then  located 
land  in  what  is  now  Hughes  township,  Nod- 
away county,  where  Jacob  Vinsonhaler  died, 
jn  1869,  when  seventy  years  of  age.  In  H's 
early  life  he  was  a  teacher,  and  he  was  also 
connected  with  the  administration  of  Gov- 
ernor Mac  Arthur,  one  of  the  early  chief 
executives  of  Ohio,  for  whom  he  acted  as 
private  secretary.  He  was  married  at  the 
old  home  of  the  governor  to  Miss  Nancy 
McDonald,  who  died  in  Andrew  county, 
^lissouri.  in  1878. 

Of  their  si.x  children,  George  X'insonha- 
ler, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  tlie  second 
in  order  of  birth.    He  is  a  resident  of  Marv- 


ville  and  was  identitied  with  the  farming: 
interests  of  Hughes  township  until  1882. 
when  he  removed  to  the  city,  where  he  has 
since  maintained  his  residence.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Rea,  a  native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  who  emigrated  west- 
ward in  early  womanhood  and  became  a 
teacher,  also  acting  as  assistant  to  her  uncle., 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Irvin,  who  had  charge  of 
the  Sac  and  Fo.x  Indian  mission,  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  Doniphan  county,  Kan- 
sas; and  Re\'.  lr\in  was  in  charge  of  it 
from  1837.  Emni  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
he  shipped  part  of  the  lumber  which  was- 
used  in  the  erection  of  the  mission  buildings, 
and  for  many  years  he  devoted  his  energies, 
to  the  work  among  the  red  men  tiiere.  Out 
of  the  mission  which  he  establislied  grew 
Highland  University.  His  niece  taught  the 
white  children  of  the  agency  until  she  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  George  X'insonhaler^ 
the  wedding  ceremony  being  performed  by 
I.er  uncle,  who  thirty  years  later  performed 
a  like  ceremony  for  our  subject.  Her  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  four  sons,  namely : 
Dr.  Frank  X'insonhaler,  of  Little  Rock,  Ar- 
kansas; Duncan  ^L,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska; 
Harry,  of  St.  Louis:  and  Edwin  A.,  of  this- 
review. 

Fortimate  is  the  man  who  has  back  of 
hmi  an  ancestry  honorable  and  distinguished 
and  happy  is  he  if  his  lines  of  life  are  cast 
in  harmony  therewith.  Mr.  X'insonhaler  of 
lliis  review  has  ileveloped  the  powers  with 
which  nature  endowed  him  and  to-day  he 
occupies  a  distinctively  representative  jx)- 
sition  at  the  bar  of  northwestern  Missouri. 
He  pur.sued  iiis  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Nodaway  county,  in  the  academy 
at  Graham,  Mis.souri,  and  in  Highland  L'ni- 
versity.  After  attaining  his  eighteenth 
vear  he  engasred   in  teaching  school   for  a 
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few  terms,  but.  desiring  to  enter  upon  the 
practice  of  law,  he  began  reading  in  the  of- 
hce  and  under  the  direction  of  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  Johnston  &  Jackson,  of 
^laryville.  He  was  born  October  lo,  1854, 
and  was  therefore  twenty-three  years  of  age 
when  admitted  to  the  bar  before  Judge  Kel- 
ley  in  1877.  During  the  year  following  he 
was  apiiointed  justice  of  the  peace  for  an 
unexpired  term  of  one  }'e:u"  and  his  time  was 
devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  office  and  to  tha 
regular  practice  of  law.  In  the  fall  of  1878 
lie  became  a  candidate  to  the  office  of  pro- 
bate judge,  and,  though  defeated,  he  carried 
his  townshijj  by  a  large  majority,  showing 
he  had  the  confidence  anil  support  of  those 
among  whom  he  lived  and  who  knew  him 
best.  During  the  two  succeeding  years  he 
served  as  deputy  county  clerk  in  tlie  office  of 
John  S.  Miller,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  was  elected  county  tax.  collector,  fill- 
ing the  ]3ositiun  for  one  }-ear.  .\t  the  next 
election  he  was  chosen  liy  jiopuk.r  ballot  as 
probate  judge  for  a  term  of  four  years.  In 
1887  he  entered  upon  the  regular  practice 
of  law.  In  1892  he  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  county  and  for  four  years 
?cr\'ed  as  city  attorney  of  Mary\-ille.  He 
has  been  connected  with  many  pr(;minent 
civil  cases,  some  of  which  have  became  prece- 
dents, involving"  poinds  not  lie  fore  deter- 
mined. 

In  1879  Mr.  \^insonhaler  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aliss  Helen  W'yman,  who  died 
in  1 88 1,  and  in  1884  he  wedded  ]Miss  Cora 
E.  Bayless,  a  daughter  of  \\'.  H.  Bayless,  of 
Highland,  Kansas.  Their  children  are 
Louise,  Ikiyless,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth.  Mr. 
\'insonhaler  and  his  fannily  are  well  known 
in  Xoda\N;'.\'  C(junty  and  are  cordially  wel- 
comed in  mrniy  of  the  best  homes.  The 
name  of  N'insonhaler  has  been  inseiiarably 


iiiterwoven  with  the  history,  pr(.igress  and 
ad\ancement  of  this  community.  Through 
the  period  of  its  entire  development  a  sub- 
stantial advancement  has  been  promoted  in 
many  ways  by  those  who  iiave  borne  the 
family  name. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  one  who 
has  brought  his  keen  discrimination  and 
thorough  wisdom  to  bear  not  akme  in  pro- 
fessional paths  but  al>o  for  the  benefit  of  the 
citv  which  has  so  long  been  his  home  and 
with  whose  interests  lie  has  been  so  thor- 
oughlv  identified. 


MORGAN  I!.  W'lLLCOX. 

This  honored  and  respected  citizen  of 
Lincoln  township,  Xodav/ay  county,  INIis- 
S(,>uri,  and  gallant  soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
is  a  native  of  Greene  county,  Pennsyh'ania, 
born  May  18.  1843.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
antl  Luzina  (Phillips)  W'illcox,  lioth  na- 
tives of  P'ennsylvania.  His  grandfather 
was  Solomon  \\  illcox,  who  was  also  a  na- 
t;\-e  of  Pennsyhania.  'Slv.  and  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel W'illcox  were  the  parents  of  several  chil- 
dren, who  are :  Moses,  who  was  killed  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Virginia,  during  the  Ci\il  war; 
Luttica.  Reliccca.  Nancy,  Charlotte  ;md 
Morgan  B.  The  mother's  death  occurred 
February  28,  1859.  ]\Ir.  W'illcox's  death' 
occurred  in  i'>>'/'/,  at  Canton,  Illinois,  aged 
seventy  year^. 

At  Lincoln's  call  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  Mr.  W'illcox  went  into  service, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1862.  Colon.el  James  Sch.oon- 
maker  had  command  of  the  regiment,  and 
our  subject  ser\ed  in  Captain  A.  1".  Dun- 
can's compan_\'  for  three  years.  He  was 
urjder  Generals  Kellev.  Hunter  and   Sheri- 


-260 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORV. 


dan  at  different  times.  He  was  in  the  battle 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  Hattonville.  \\'est  ^'ir- 
ginia.  Morefield,  \\inchester,  Martinsburg. 
and  Dartsville.  West  \'irginia.  At  Shenan- 
doah \'alley  they  were  under  fire  almost 
every  day  for  two  or  three  months,  during 
the  battles  of  Winchester.  Fisher  Hill  and 
Cedar  Creek.  On  General  Averill's  raid  to 
Salem.  West  \'irginia,  Mr.  Willco.x  was 
kicked  in  the  side  by  a  horse,  after  which  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  r.t  Alexan- 
dria. \"irginia,  whence  he  went  to  Pittsburg. 
Pennsylvania,  Ir.ter  to  Fulton  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  his  parents  had  located  during 
the-  war. 

^Ir.  Willcox  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  was  taught  all  the  different 
branches  of  farming,  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education  in  the  village 
i;chools.  In  1865  he  wer.t  to  Fulton  county, 
but  in  1877  located  in  Xodaway  county; 
Missouri,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  He 
is  living  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  well-im- 
pro\ei.l  by  good  buildings  and  trees,  making 
him  a  very  pleasant  home.  He  has  been 
a  very  successful  farn.ier  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed in  his  uiighborhood. 

Mr.  Willco.x  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
1867.  to  Mary  Jane  Kreider.  of  Fulton 
county,  Illinois.  She  was  born  in  Guern- 
sey county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Rebecca  ( Walgamott )  Kreider.  Mr.^. 
Kreider  died  in  Xodaway  county  June  5. 
1895,  and  her  husband,  who  was  a  native  of 
I'ennsylvania.  resides  in  Tarkio.  Missouri. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  who 
are:  Mary  Jane,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
George  W.,  Alex.  Ellen.  Joseph.  John.  Will- 
iam. Hiram  and  Anna.  Politically  the  father 
was  a  Democrat.  The  family  have  been 
followers  of  the  Methodist  church  for  many 
vears.     Mr.  and    Mrs.  Willcox    have    hatl 


twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living, 
\  namely:  John  Elmer;  Ida  May.  the  wife  of 
'<  A.  D.  George,  of  North  Dakota;  Ada  Belle, 
deceased ;  Joseph  Budd ;  lona  Delia,  who  dieil 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years :  Effie  Jane ;  Iva 
Rebecca,  the  wife  of  Tom  Tumbull.  of  this 
county ;  Jessie  Selton.  William  Arthur,  Elgpe 
^'ictor.  Calvin  Leslie  and  one  child  who  died 
at  birth.  Mr.  Willcox  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party  and  a  member  of  Post 
X^o.  260.  G.  .-\..-  R..  at  Blanchard.  Iowa.  The 
fa'.rilv  are  inembers  of  the  Methodist  church. 


COLONEL  JOHN  G.  GREMS. 

In  the  i^erusal  of  the  biographical  notice 
which  follows  the  reader  is  assured  of  some- 
thing more  than  the  facts  and  dates  common 
to  ordinary  lives.  "Sir.  Grems's  military 
record  is  an  enviable  one.  and  his  experience 
in  war  on  the  plains  and  on  the  battle-fields 
of  the  south  was  an  interesting  one,  and  its 
recital  recalls  many  events  important  in  our 
history,  his  recollections  of  which  have  given 

I  vivid  color  to  this    all    too   brief    personal 

I  sketch. 

]         John  G.  Grems.  the  postmaster  of  Mary- 

'  ville.  Missouri,  has  l>een   for  more  than  a 

1  third  of  a  century  identified  with  Maryville 
and  Nodaway  county.  He  is  a  son  of  Dan- 
iel Grems.  a  farmer,  and  was  boni  in  Jeffer- 

I  son  county.  New  Vnrk.  February  25.  1843. 

!  His  father  was  bt^rn  in  Herkimer  coimty. 

j  New  York,  in  1817.  He  spent  the  years  of 
1847-49  in  Wisconsin  and  the  following 
three  years  in  Lewis  county.  New  York. 
In  1852  he  took  his  family  into  Lafayette 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  four  years  later  re- 
moved to  Dodge  county.  Minnesota,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  married  Rachel  Pool, 
a  daughter  of  John  Pool,  of  Jefferson  coun- 
tv.  New  York.     She  died  in  Minnesota  in 
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1857.  Tlie  cliildren  of  Daniel  and  Racliel 
■(Pool)  (irems  were:  Milton,-  of  Dodge 
county.  Minnesota;  Esther,  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Curtis,  of  the  same  county;  John  G. ; 
Theodore,  of  Arapahoe  county,  Colorado ; 
Ella,  who  married  John  Snyder  and  lives 
in  Xew  Mexico. 

John  G.  Grems  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  day  and  locality,  and 
when  just  entering  his  'teens  went  into  the 
then  new  state  of  Minnesota.  He  was  only 
eighteen  when  the  Civil  war  began,  and  only 
nineteen  when,  in  i86j,  he  enlisted  and  was 
made  sergeant  in  Company  B,  Tenth  Regi- 
ment. Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
served  under  General  H.  H.  Sibley  through 
the  campaign  of  1862-3  against  the  Sioux 
Indians,  was  in  th.e  battles  at  Woodlake  and 
Xew  Ulni  in  1862,  and  was  stationed  at  the 
^^'innebago  agency  during  the  winter  of 
1862-3.  He  was  with  his  company,  which 
formed  a  part  of  the  guard  at  the  execution 
•of  the  thirty-eight  Sioux  Indians  at  Man- 
kato.  Minnesota,  December  25,  1862,  and 
was  with  the  force  under  General  Sibley 
that  drove  the  Indians  out  of  Minnesota  and 
across  the  Dakota  plains,  in  1863.  and  took 
part  in  the  engagements  at  Big  Mound,  July 
24,  1863;  Buffalo  Lake,  July  26,  1863;  and 
Stone  Lake,  July  28,  1863.  On  the  date  last 
mentioned  the  Tenth  Minnesota,  which  was 
to  have  the  advance,  moved  out  of  camp  at 
three  n'clock  in  the  morning  and  was  hardly 
formcil  and  in  the  ])osition  it  was  to  occupy 
in  the  inarch  before  al^out  two  thousand 
mounted  Indians  made  their  ajipearance  in 
front  with  the  evident  intention  of  surpris- 
ing and  capturing  the  supply  train,  and,  ut- 
tering hideous  yells,  made  desperate  charges 
against  the  line.  During  the  day  there  were 
four  to  five  thousand  savages  engaged,  but 


in  a  running  figlit.  which  lasted  all  day, 
thev  were  repulsed  and  driven  back  across 
the  Missouri  river,  near  the  present  site  of 
Bismarck.  North  Dakota.  After  returning 
from  this  expedition  the  regiment  wAs  sent 
south  and  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  un- 
der General  A.  J.  Smith,  and  served  in 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Arkansas 
and  }iIissouri,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
at  Xashville  and  Tupelo  (two  days  in  each), 
and  in  the  engagements  at '  Fort  Blakely, 
Fort  Fisher  and  Mobile.  Mr.  Grems  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  in  August,  1865, 
at  St.  Paul,  ^Minnesota. 

His  army  service  having  materially  im- 
paired his  health  and  unfitted  him  for  farm 
labor,  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  Mr. 
Grems  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  h<')tel 
at  Owatonna,  Minnesota,  and.  in  1867,  re- 
moved from  there  to  Maryville,  Xoda\\-ay 
county,  Alissouri.  Not  long  after  his  arri- 
val he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  in  which 
he  continued  two  years.  In  1872  he  was  ap- 
pointed local  agent  for  the  Lnited  States 
Express  Company,  a  position  which  he  held 
until,  in  1897.  '^^  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  ]\Iaryville  by  President  [McKinley.  Dur- 
ing- these  twenty-five  years  he  was  at  times 
identified  with  merchandising  ventures  in 
]\Iaryville.  and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  the  president  of  the  ^Maryville  Home- 
stead tS:  Loan  Association. 

Republican  politics  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  has  for  many  years  claimed  Mr. 
Grems's  attenion.  He  has  frequently  been 
elected  to  important  oftices  in  Maryville, 
having  been  for  thirteen  years  a  member  of 
the  board  of  aldermen  of  the  city,  for  eight 
years  a  member  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  for  two  terms  filled  the  mayor's  chair. 
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WhWt  at  the  Iiead  of  the  city  government 
lie  aided  materially  in  the  establishment  of 
the  light,  water  and  sewage  systems.  Mr. 
Grems  has  been  a  faithful  and  valuable  aid 
to  Repfiblican  success  in  the  county  and  state. 
He  served  six  years  on  the  Republican  state 
central  committee,  and  was  the  chairman  of 
the  Republican  central  committee  of  Nod- 
away county  twelve  years,  chairman  of  the 
judicial  district  committee  six  years,  and 
chairman  of  the  first  senatorial  district  com- 
mittee four  \ears.  He  was  an  original  Mc- 
Kinley  man,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional Republican  convention  at  St.  Louis  in 
1896,  and  at  the  inaugural  ceremonies  of 
President  McKinley  he  was  attached  to  the 
staff  of  Chief  Marshal  General  Porter,  as 
aid-de-camj),  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Mr.  Grems  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  since 
1868,  and  a  Mason  since  1872.  To  secure 
the  benefits  of  the  insurance  features  of  those 
orders,  he  lias  a  membership  in  the  \\'ood- 
nien  of  the  World,  the  National  Union  and 
the  Home  Forum.  He  has  served  as  the 
commander  of  the  lucal  jiost  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  three  terms,  and  has 
attended  several  of  its  national  encampments 
as  well  as  several  grand  lodge  meetings  of 
the  Masons  of  the  state.  He  was  married 
in  July.  1867.  to  Miss  Emma  Sanborn,  of 
Owatonna,  Minnesota,  and  they  have  four 
children,  named  Delia,  Louis  M.,  Charles  C. 
and  Luella. 

As  postmaster  Mr.  (jrcnis  has  been  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  and  has  performed 
the  duties  of  the  office  conscientiously  and 
with  dwi  regard  to  making  the  service  effi- 
cient and  comprehensive.  L'nder  his  admin- 
istration free  delivery  has  been  established 
in  Maryville  and  rural  delivery  over  four 
routes  radiating  from  the  town.  The  suc- 
cess of  til's  impro\emeiit  of  the  service  is 


acknowledged  by  all  classes  of  citizens,  who 
recognize  the  public  spirit  which  led  Mr. 
Grems  to  advocate  and  hasten  it  as  well  as 

the  ability  with  which  he  administers  his 
office. 


JOHN  W.  RAIXES. 

John  ^\'.  Raines,  ex-treasurer  of  .\tch"- 
soii  county,  and  abstracter  of  titles,  was  borit 
at  Lancaster.  Wisconsin.  January  3.  1840. 
His  father,  who  died  in  1840.  wa.J  reared 
and  educated  in  the  vicinity  of  ^.'e\\lJern. 
Pulaski  county.  Virginia,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  !^Iary  Miller,  by  wlioni  he 
had  the  following  children :  William,  of 
Lancaster,  Wisconsin;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Pollock,  the  editor  of  the  Lancaster 
Teller:  and  John  W.,  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketch,  .\fter  the  death  of  her  husliand 
Mrs.  Raines  married  .Mbert  Burks,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children,  viz. :  Samuel  Burks, 
of  Leadville,  Colorado;  and  Laura  M.,  who 
married  William  AL  Hess  and  with  her  hus- 
band resides  in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Burks  died 
at  about  seventy  years  of  age. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  yout'.i  oi' 
John  W.  Raines  was  passed  on  a  farm  near 
Lancaster,  already  mentioned.  During  the 
winter  season  he  attended  the  district 
school,  and  liy  the  time  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion liroke  out  he  had  ac(iuired  a  good 
common-school  education.  On  June  11, 
1 861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Second 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  first 
company  raised  at  Lancaster,  and  on  the 
same  day  was  mustered  into  .service  at  the 
capital  of  the  state.  From  Camp  Randall, 
at  iMadison,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Washington,  1).  C,  and  there  became  a  part 
of  McClellan's  "great  plan,"  ])articipating 
ii'  the  first  liattle  of  the  war,  that  of  Bull 
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Run.  or.  as  it  is  otherwise  known,  the  Ijattle 
of  ^Manassas.  The  followino-  winter  was 
passed  at  Arhngtiin.  \'irginia.  and  the  next 
spring,  wiien  the  arm\'  was  again  put  in 
operation,  the  regiment  to  whicii  Mr.  Raines 
belonged  went  with  General  Pope  into  Vir- 
ginia. In  the  retreat  of  this  general  the 
battle  of  Gainesville  was  fouglit  and  in  this 
battle  Mr.  Raines  was  struck  in  the  left  hip 
by  a  musket  l)all  and  was  thereby  rendered 
ui'.ht  for  further  service  at  the  front.  The 
bullet  with  which  he  was  wounded  was  not 
removed  until  it  worked  itself  to  the  surface 
arid  became  visible.  Mr.  Raines  remained  in 
the  hospital  until  December  31.  18C12.  and 
was  sent  home  discharged.  On  June  19. 
1863,  he  entered  the  pro\-ost  marshal's  office 
at  Prairie  du  Chien.  Wisconsin,  as  a  clerk, 
retaining  this  position  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  when  he  was  a])pointed  first  lieutenant 
by  Colonel  John  C.  Clark:  Init  on  account 
of  the  condition  of  his  wound  the  govern- 
ment refused  to  muster  him  into  the  service. 
On  July  16.  1866,  Mr.  Raines  became  con- 
nected with  the  Freedmen's  bureau  as  a  clerk, 
remaining  in  this  ser\'ice  two  years  and  be- 
ing located  at  Huntsville,  Alabama.  Then 
he  entered  the  internal-re\-enue  service  at 
the  same  city,  as  the  chief  clerk  of  the  office. 
Later  on  he  was  made  a  deput}-  in  the  United 
States  marshal's  office,  and  was  still  in  this 
position  when  Grover  Cleveland  was  first 
elected  president  of  the  Urnted  States,  and 
]\Ir.  Raines,  being  of  course  an  "ofYen- 
sive  partisan,"  was  remo\-ed  and  his  position 
given  to  a  Democrat. 

Upon  thus  retiring  from  the  service  of 
the  go\ernment  in  1885.  Mr.  Raines'  ac- 
quaintance with  John  D.  Dopf  led  him  to 
visit  Rockport.  January  16,  1886,  where  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  business  of  ab- 
stracting with  Mr.  Dopf,  and  since  that  time 


be  has  been  exclusi\-ely  connected  with 
Atchison  county.  So  great  had  become  his 
popularity  that  in  1894  be  was  nominated 
jjy  the  Republicans  of  the  county  for  treas- 
urer and  was  triumphantly  elected,  and  was 
again  nominated  in  1896,  but  this  year  he 
was  defeated  liy  the  fusion  of  the  opjjosing 
elements.  In  1898  he  was  nominated  for  the 
office  of  county  recorder.  l)ut  again  the  fu- 
sicju  elements  in  the  county  were  too  strong 
for  him  and  he  was  defeated.  Rut  to  his 
credit  it  should  lie  stated  that  each  nomina- 
tion he  recei\'ed  was  given  him  by  his  p;ul\ 
entirely  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  and 
liis  defeat  reflected  no  discredit  upon  him. 

On  January  16,  T870,  Mr.  Raines  was 
married,  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Lakin.  a  daughter  of  Rew  Arad 
S.  Lakin.  one  of  the  most  intelligent  men 
of  the  country,  who  \vas  especially  well 
known  for  his  strength  of  character  :vu\  .e- 
ligious  zeal,  in  the  southern  states  after  the 
war.  Rev.  Mr.  Lakin  having  once  Ijeo.i  a 
resident  of  Atchison  county,  it  would  appear 
particularly  appropriate  in  this  connection 
to  present  a  brief  biograpliical  sketch  of  this 
remarkable  man. 

Arad  S.  Lakin  was  born  in  Delaware 
county,  Xew  York,  in  the  year  18 10.  His 
father,  Jonas  Lakin.  remo\ed  from  Mary- 
land to  the  Emjjire  state  in  early  pimieer 
days.  He  was  Ijorn  in  1760  and  died  in 
1846.  He  was  one  of  those  prominent 
figures  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived 
tliat  are  occasionally  found, — being  an  ex- 
tensi\-e  farmer,  the  merchant  of  his  com- 
munity, officiated  as  magistrate,  and  in  other 
public  capacities.  One  of  his  peculiarly  strik- 
ing characteristics  was  his  opposition  to  01;- 
thodox}'-,  and  when  his  son,  Arad  S.  Lakin, 
permitted  himself  to  be  converted  at  a  Meth- 
(idist  revi\'al.  he  disinherited  him.     He  mar- 
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ried  Prudence  Parks,  a  daughter  of  that 
Mr.  Parks  that  carried  the  news  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Indians  when  tliey  were  plan- 
ning the  massacre  of  the  Wyoming  settlers, 
and  who  made  the  journey,  forty  miles, 
through  an  unhroken  wilderness. 

Arad  S.  Lakin  was  one  of  seven  children 
that  grew  to  mature  years  and  by  his  own 
efforts  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion. He  never  attended  a  college.  While 
he  remained  at  home  he  aided  his  father  in 
tlie  work  of  the  farm.  He  was  intellectual, 
determined  in  his  purpose  and  was  a  natural 
leader  of  men,  tiius  partaking  in  a  most  strik- 
ing manner  of  the  leading  characteristics 
•of  his  father.  When  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity, as  mentioned  alxn=e,  he  was  eight- 
een years  of  age,  and  he  was  immediately 
sought  out  by  the  leading  members  of  the 
■church  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
the  same.  With  the  assistance  of  local 
teachers  he  pre[)ared  himself  for  the  work 
he  felt  hinisflt  called  \\\)im  tn  do.  and  was 
soon  a  pronounced  success  in  this,  to  him 
new  field.  So  remarkable  were  his  gifts 
that  he  was  styled  by  his  admirers  the  "Del- 
aware prodigy."  His  mental  strength,  his 
comprehensive  grasp  of  great  religious  and 
moral  questions,  and  his  courage  to  dare 
and  to  do  what  seemed  to  him  right,  were 
his  most  remarkable  characteristics.  The 
work  he  performed  was  that  of  an  organizer 
in  the  pastorate,  and  his  fame  soon  spread 
far  and  wide.  The  third  call  he  received, 
to  become  a  pastor  in  Xew  York  city,  was 
accepted  by  him;  but  in  1854  he  left  the 
■east,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Indianapolis. 
In  this  far  western  state  he  soon  became 
equally  prominent  in  church  work  as  he  had 
l)een  in  the  east,  and  he  was  acquainted,  in 
.both  the  east  and  west,  with  many  of  the 
ablest  divines  and  public  men  of  his  time. 


He  was  held  in  high  regard  by  Governor 
Morton,  the  "war  governor"  of  the  state; 
and  when  troops  were  needed  to  suppress  the 
greatest  rebellion  of  history,  his  patriotic 
words  induced  many  young  men  in  Indiana 
to  join  the  Union  army.  He  himself  enlisted 
as  a  private  soldier  in  the  regiment  which 
he  assisted  to  raise;  but  the  parents  of  the 
boys  insisted  upon  his  being  made  chaplain 
of  the  regiment,  in  order  that  he  might  the 
more  readily  and  easily  look  after  the  welfare 
of  their  sons.  At  first  this  regiment  was  the 
Thirty-ninth  Indiana  \'olunteer  Infantry, 
but  later  it  was  changed  to  the  Eighth  Cav- 
alry ;  and  although  it  was  not  the  province 
of  the  chaplain  to  carry  a  gun,  yet  Mr.  La- 
kin  carried  one,  which  he  carried  to  the  fir- 
ing line,  and  thus  inspired  by  his  example 
all  the  boys  to  greater  efforts  and  greater 
deeds  of  bravery  than  perhaps  they  would 
otherwise  ha\e  felt  called  upon  to  perform. 
He  was  conspicuously  fearless,  saying  fre- 
quently that  "man  is  immortal  till  his  work 
is  done."  On  one  occasion  General  Thomas 
called  for  ^-olunteers  to  carry  a  dispatch 
through  and  between  the  lines  of  the  enemy 
amidst  a  shower  of  bullets  to  a  federal  of- 
ficer beyond,  and  as  there  seemed  to  be  no 
one  willing  to  take  the  risk  Rev.  Mr.  Lakin 
rode  up,  saluted  and  said:  "General,  I'll  take 
it."  Being  reluctantly  permitted  to  carry 
the  message,  he  went  safely  through  the 
enemy's  lines  and  returned  from  the  delivery 
of  the  dispatch  as  safely  as  he  went.  At  one 
time  he  was  recalled  to  Indiana  to  recruit 
for  the  depleted  regiments  at  the  front,  and 
his  eft'orts  had  much  to  do  with  saving  north 
Indiana  from  the  grasp  of  the  "Copperhead" 
Democracy.  At  Atlanta,  just  as  Sherman 
was  starting  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  Rev. 
Mr.  Lakin  was  discharged  from  the  service; 
but  at  his  retjuest  to  be  permitted  to  accom- 
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pahy  the  army  at  liis  own  expense,  in  order 
that  he  might  continue  to  be  of  service  to 
the  men  of  tiie  regiment,  lie  was  permitted 
if  go.  From  Savannali  he  made  his  way  to 
Xew  York  and  thence  tn  Indianapohs. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  wiien  affairs 
ir.  the  southern  states  were  settling  down  to 
something  Hke  their  normal  condition,  the 
Methodist  church  needed  a  man  to  take 
charge  of  its  work  in  those  states.  As  no 
man  that  could  be  found  seemed  so  well 
equipped  for  this  work  as  Rev.  Mr.  Lakin.,  he 
was  chosen  by  the  Cincinnati  conference  to 
enter  upon  this  lalwr.  His  especial  mission 
into  the  southern  slates  was  tii  re-organize 
the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  church,  which  had 
not  seceded  or  fa\-ored  secession ;  and  he 
found  at  Huntsville,  .Mabama,  the  former 
church  practically  without  members.  After 
being  in  the  south  twenty  years,  so  effective 
had  been  his  work  that  there  were  then  two 
large  conferences,  white  and  black,  with. 
thousands  of  mem])ers,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  is  still  in  a  flourishing- 
condition  in  those  states. 

At  the  request  of  his  daughter.  Rev.  La- 
kin  returned  to  the  north  in  1885,  to  pass 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  with  her.  At 
that  time  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
and  had  the  health  to  warrant  his  friends' 
belief  that  he  would  reach  his  one  hundredth 
year,  ^^'hen  his  mother  died  she  was  past 
one  hundred  and  seven,  and  his  father  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  And  these  friends 
still  believe  that  had  some  duty  called  into 
daily  activity  his  powers  of  mind  his  life 
would  certainly  have  been  prolonged  beyond 
the  year  1890,  when  he  died,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  wife  died  in  Huntsville, 
and  the  two  lie  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery 
near  tliat  place. 

Mrs.  Raines  is  the  only  child  of  Rev.  and 


Mrs.  Achsah  La  Bar  (Newton)  Lakin.  She 
was  born  in  Delaware  county.  Xew  York, 
June  _'i,  iS,VJ-  ^lie  and  her  husband,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary  Edith,  a  teacher 
in  the  high  schiml  of  St.  Josei)h,  Missouri, 
having  graduated  at  the  high  school  at 
Rockport.  then  the  Tarkio  College  and  finally 
\\'ellesley  College,  taking  honors  in  all  three 
institutions;  Herbert  L..  a  jeweler  of  Tar- 
kio; Earle  ^L  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Tarkio,  and  Laura  T..  a  graduate  of 
Tarkio  College  and  now  a  teacher  in  tha 
Rockport  schools. 

Men,  like  children,  are  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  imitative  in  their  lives.  They 
are  in  numerous  cases  led  to  accomplish  re- 
sults by  the  reflections  that  those  gone  be- 
fore ha\-e  done  good  and  worthy  deeds;  and 
ii  is  this  reason,  in  part,  that  makes  bio- 
graphical sketches,  like  the  one  now  drawing 
to  a  close,  of  such  value  to  young  readers, 
awakening  in  them,  as  they  do.  the  ambition 
to  "go  and  do  likewise,"  the  result  being 
more  herioc  lives  than  oth.erwise  would  be 
led.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  the  publishers 
to  be  permitted  to  place  in  enduring  form 
the  record  of  the  deeds  of  such  men  as  Mr. 
Raines  and  his  father-in-law,  Re\-.  j\lr.  La- 
kin, the  latter  of  whom  was  certainly  one  of 
the  most  patriotic  and  brave  of  men.  ;\lr. 
Raines  is  still  living;  still  greater  praise  for 
him  will  be  appropriate  after  he  shall  have 
been  ""-athered  to  his  fathers." 


JOHN  L.  CHRLSTIAN. 

The  Atchison  County  World  is  the  lead- 
ing organ  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Atchi- 
son county,  Missouri,  and  is  ably  managed 
and  edited  by  John  L.  Christian,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.     This  gentleman  was  l>orn  in 
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tliis  county  December  28,  1855,  a  son  of 
L.  C.  and  Sarah  E.  (Golden)  Christian,  the 
former  being  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  of  the  pioneers  of  tlie  county,  who 
came  here  in  1850.  At  that  time  this  part  of 
ihe  state  was  yet  tilled  with  Indians  and  wild 
beasts.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war, 
•came  to  Atchison  county  with  nine  sons  and 
two  daughters,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
this  plajce.  L.  C.  Christian,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  has  held  many  of  the  important  lo- 
cal offices,  being  elected  county  clerk  in 
1868.  and  is  now  the  president  of  the  asylum 
board.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  ^lasonic  order. 

The  family  of  ilr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Chris- 
tian consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom,  John 
L..  W.  B.,  J.  T.,  C.  AI.  and  two  sisters, 
Laura  and  Allie,  are  the  survivors. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Rockport,  Missouri,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  settled  at  Lost  Grove,  in  this  county,  and 
engaged  in  the  stock  business,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1888,  when  he  came  to  Tar- 
kio  and  began  to  buy  and  sell  cattle  for  com- 
mission houses  in  St.  Joseph  and  Kansas 
City,  in  the  live  stock  business.  He  is  consid- 
ered an  expert  in  judging  stock.  His  em- 
ployers, the  Seigle  &  Saunders  Stock  Com- 
pany, of  Kansas  City  and  St.  Joseph,  con- 
sider that  he  is  second  to  none,  in  his  line. 
This  is  a  large  firm,  having  a  capital  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Christian  was  married,  in  1876,  to 
j\liss  Martha  HafFner,  a  daughter  of  L.  M. 
Haft'ncr,  of  this  county,  who  resided  here  on 
a  farm  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1888. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
!Mrs.  Christian, — Floyd,  Hattie,  Eveline, 
Minnie  and  Mary. 

The  esteem  in  which   Mr.   Christian   is 


held  by  his  party  may  be  indicated  by  his 
popularity  as  a  buyer  of  cattle  and  success 
of  his  paper,  and  he  fully  comes  up  to  their 
expectations.  He  is  a  Democrat  who  takes  an 
active  interest  in  every  issue  by  which  his 
party  may  benefit,  and  wields  a  wide  in- 
fiuence.  Aside  from  politics,  the  Atchison 
County  World  is  also  a  bright  and  accept- 
able paper,  and  is  one  which  may  be  admitted 
to  the  family  circle  with  profit  to  all  readers. 
For  the  past  five  years  Mr.  Christian  has 
been  the  representative  of  his  section  in 
county  and  state  conventions.  Socially  he  is 
collected  with  the  K.  of  P.  and  Modern 
W'oodmen,  and  possesses  a  heart  as  w'arm 
as  his  physical  frame  is  large,  and  is  one  of 
the  popular  citizens  of  this  part  of  Atchison 
county.  He  gives  to  charity  with  an  unstint- 
ed hand,  and  no  one  ever  asked  alms  of  him 
in  vain,  for  out  of  his  bountiful  income  he 
di\'ides  with  the  poor. 


ISAAC  S.  BALL. 

Isaac  S.  Ball,  the  county  clerk  of  Atchi- 
son county,  w-as  born  in  Clark  township,  of 
this  county,  March  11,  1869.  His  father, 
Joseph  L.  Ball,  settled  in  that  portion  of  the 
county  in  1852,  and  died  in  1869.  He  was 
born  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  emi- 
grated thence  to  Kentucky,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Krusor,  who 
still  survives,  and  resides  where  she  and  her 
husband  settled  upon  coming  to  Atchison 
county.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  James  W.,  of  Atchison 
county;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Williams, 
of  Milton,  Missouri;  John  T.,  of  Idaho; 
Tacy  E.,  now  Mrs.  W.  J.  Graves,  of  Milton, 
Missouri ;  Joseph  L.,  E.  P.  and  Ulysses 
G.,  also  of  Milton;  R.  C,  assistant  cashier  of 
the  bank  at  Craig,  this  state;  Mollie  A.,  the 
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wife  of  E.  E.  Taylor,  of  Eairfax,  Missouri, 
and  Isaac  S..  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch. 

Isaac  S.  Ball  passed  his  early  youth  upon 
the  farm.  In  childhood  he  wag  permanent- 
ly crippled,  anil  thus  incapacitated  for  farm 
lahor.  Obtaining  a  good  comm(;n-school 
education  he  completed  it  in  Tarkio  College, 
I'.aving  in  view  the  life  of  a  merchant  as  a 
means  of  support.  For  a  year  prior  to  enter- 
ing actively  the  politics  of  his  county  he  con- 
ducted a  grocery  store  at  Milton,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1894  was  nominated  by  the 
Republicans  of  the  county  for  the  position  of 
county  clerk,  being  elected  in  the  following 
November  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred 
and  nine.  After  serving  most  efficiently 
for  four  years  he  was  nominated  as  his  own 
successor,  and  defeated  a  strong  man  on  the 
fusion  ticket,  though  by  the  narrow  margin 
of  only  ten  votes.  Mr.  Ball's  greatest  con- 
cern for  the  county  is  its  welfare,  as  it  may 
be  affected  through  his  office,  and  his  re-elec- 
tion is  the  strongest  endorsement  the  people 
could  give  him  of  his  successful  administra- 
tion of  its  aft'airs,  so  far  as  they  are  under 
his  control. 

Mr.  Ball  was  married  in  Rockport,  No- 
vember 29,  1896,  to  Mrs.  Vena  Wannschaff, 
the  widow  of  Alfred  A.  J.  Wannschaff.  j\lrs. 
Ball's  two  children  by  her  former  marriage 
are  Hermie  and  Bessie,  the  former  of  whom 
is  Mr.  Ball's  deputy  clerk.  From  the  above 
brief  recital  it  is  evident  to  every  reader  that 
Mr.  Ball  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of 
his  fellow  men,  and  he  in  fact  has  the  regard 
and  esteem  of  all  that  know  him. 


GALLATIN  CRAIG. 

(iallatin  Craig,  the  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  northwestern  Missouri  and  one  of 
the  most  eminent  jurists  of  his  section  of  the 


state,  has  risen  by  his  own  efforts  to  his  pres- 
ent high  position.  In  the  law  more  than  in 
any  other  profession  is  one's  career  open  to 
talent.  The  reason  is  evident :  It  is  a  pro- 
fession in  which  eminence  cannot  be  obtained 
except  by  indomitable  energy,  persever- 
ance and  patience,  and  though  its  prizes  are 
numerous  and  splendid,  they  cannot  be  won 
except  by  arduous  and  prolonged  eft'ort.  It 
is  this  that  has  brought  success  to  Judge 
Craig  and  made  him  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  representatives  of  the  bar  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state. 

The  Judge  was  born  in  Gallatin  county, 
Kentucky,  on  the  20th  of  "Shiy,  1853,  and 
back  of  him  is  an  ancestry  honorable  and 
distinguished.  The  Craig  famil}',  of  Scot- 
tish ancestry,  was  founded  in  Virginia  in 
1650  and  its  representatives  were  prominent 
in  connection  with  events  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  while  in  the  religious  enthusiasm 
of  the  colonies  their  influence  was  strongly 
felt  for  the  Baptist  cause.  Joshua  Morris, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  Judge,  was  the 
first  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Robert  Morris,  a 
great-granduncle,  was  a  noted  patriot  of 
Pennsylvania  and  became  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  exer- 
cising an  influence  that  told  strongly  on  the 
cause  of  liberty.  George  Walton,  an  uncle 
of  the  Judge's  father,  was  also  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  immortal  instrument  declaring 
allegiance  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother 
country  was  forever  se\-ered.  The  Judge  is 
a  son  of  Albert  G.  and  Virginia  (Brook- 
ing) Craig,  and  his  mother's  people  were  no 
less  prominent  than  his  ancestry  on  the  pa- 
ternal side.  His  grandmother  belonged  to 
the  Throckmorton  family,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  honored  early  pioneer 
families  of  the    Old    Dominion,    and    his 
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great-grandfather,  Vivian  Brooking,  served 
as  a  colonel  under  General  Washington. 
Early  in  the  nineteenth  centurj-  representa- 
ti\es  of  the  Craig  family  emigrated  to  Ken- 
tucky and  became  prominent  in  the  develop- 
ment and  upbuilding  of  that  state.  It  is 
\\ell  remembered  by  the  descendants  of  pio- 
neers that  nine  of  the  sixteen  women  who 
went  to  Bryant  Station  when  that  post  was 
besieged  by  the  Indians  were  Craigs. 

The  father  of  the  Judge  is  a  farmer  and 
for  many  years  he  occupied  the  bench 
of  the  county  court  of  Gallatin  county.  Ken- 
tucky, and  thus  from  boyhood  his  son  was 
more  or  less  familiar  with  the  workings  of 
the  courtroom.  In  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county  he  acquired  his  preliminary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  Ghent  College,  in  Carroll  county, 
that  state.  With  the  determination  to  make 
the  practice  of  law  his  life  work  he  matric- 
ulated as  a  law  student  in  the  University 
of  \'irginia  and  was  numbered  among  its 
graduates  on  the  completion  of  the  regular 
course.  In  the  year  1877  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  Warsaw,  Kentucky,  and  in 
1878  he  came  to  Hilary ville,  where  he  has 
since  been  numbered  among  the  representa- 
tives of  the  bar.  Here  he  was  first  asso- 
ciated in  practice  with  Judge  C.  A.  Anthony, 
the  connection  being  maintained  for  some 
years,  or  until  the  latter  was  elected  to  the 
bench.  Judee  Craig  was  afterward  acco- 
ciated  with  James  J.  Johnson,  and  this  pro- 
fessional relation  continued  until  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney.  In  1889  he  had 
been  chosen  by  popular  vote  for  the  office 
of  city  attorney  of  Maryville  and  served  for 
two  years.  In  1890  he  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney  of  the  county,  and  at  the 
November  election  of  1898  he  was  chosen 
circuit  judge,  succeeding  his  old  law  part- 


ner, Hon.  C.  A.  Anthony.  He  had  taken  a 
leading  part  in  some  of  the  important  litiga- 
tion of  northwestern  Missouri,  having  a 
large  and  representative  clientele.  On  the 
bench  he  has  won  an  enviable  position  among 
the  jurists  of  the  state.  His  decisions  are  the 
highest  type  of  the  justice  that  knows  ho 
bias  and  are  based  entirely  upon  the  evidence 
and  the  law  applicable  to  it. 

In  November,  1882,  Judge  Craig  was 
I'nited  in  marriage,  in  Maryville,  to  Miss 
Chloe  L.  Lieber,  a  daughter  of  John  Lieber, 
a  prominent  retired  merchant  of  this  city. 
They  now  have  two  children, — Albert  Lee 
Gallatin  and  Laura  Lieber.  The  family  oc- 
cup)'  a  prominent  position  in  cultured  so- 
ciety circles  and  the  Judge  is  also  a  recog- 
nized leader  in  political  circles.  He  sup- 
ports the  Democracy  and  has  been  the  chair- 
man of  the  county  central  committee  of  his 
party.  On  the  bench,  however,  he  never 
allows  personal  prejudice  to  interfere  with 
l.is  just  and  impartial  discharge  of  duty.  A 
man  of  unimpeachable  character  and  natural 
intellectual  endowments,  with  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  law,  patience,  urbanity 
and  industry,  he  took  to  the  bench  the  very 
liighest  qualifications  for  this  responsible  of- 
fice, and  his  record  as  a  judge  has  been  in 
harmony  with  his  record  as  a  man  and  law- 
yer, distinguished  by  unswerving  integrity 
and  a  masterful  grasp  of  every  problem  thai 
has  presented  itself  for  solution. 


GEORGE  N.  HAMLIN. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative farmers  of  Nodaway  county, 
was  born  in  Hartford  county,  Connecticut, 
Septemljer  8,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Linus 
and  Abigail  (Kent)  Hamlin,  also  natives  of 
that  state,  wliere  the  faniilv  have  resided  for 
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main-  j^'eneratiniis.  !Must  of  its  representa- 
tives lia\'e  been  tillers  of  the  soil.  His  pa- 
ternal u-reat  -  grandfather.  John  Hamlin, 
served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Rex'olntionary 
v.ar.  Tlie  grandfather,  Luke  Hamlin,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1839. 
His  children  were  Haniel,  Augustus,  l^inns 
and  Abigail.  John  Kent,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  shoe- 
maker of  Connecticut  and  the  father  of  nine 
children,  naniel}- ;  llcnjaniin.  wIki  niuxed  to 
\  irginia ;  Ira,  a  resilient  of  Connecticut; 
Abigail,  Ralph,  John,  Lovisa,  Nelson,  Mary 
and  Susan.  In  1838  our  subject's  parents 
moved  til  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  father  died  on  his  farm  in  i860, 
the  miiiher  a  year  later.  Their  children  were 
George  X.,  Mrs.  ^^largaret  Roney  and  Mrs. 
Jane  Scull. 

(ieorge  X.  Hamlin  passctl  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  remained  with  his  jiarents  until 
their  death  and  in  early  life  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade.  In  i85(S  was  celebrated 
his  marriage  to  Miss  L^'dia  Hambly,  a  na- 
ti\e  <.if  l'enns\-l\-ania  and  a  daughter  of 
Richartl  Hambl}',  who  was  of  English  de- 
scent and  a  farmer  b}'  uccupation.  She  has 
twii  Ijrothers — Richard  and  William.  To 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamlin  were  burn  three  chil- 
dren :  Edwin;  Ida,  the  w  ife  of  William  Adle, 
of  Maryville;  and  Richard. 

Mr.  Ilamlin  cunlinued  tn  reside  mi  the 
old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania  until  1870, 
\>  hen  he  came  to  Xndawa}-  county  and  \m\-- 
chased  one  hundred  and  t\\ent_\'  acres  uf  his 
present  I'.irni,  jjut  at  that  time  only  se\'en 
acres  had  been  broken  and  there  were  no 
fences  or  buildings  upon  the  place,     .\fter 


erecting  a  small  Imuse  he  began  the  im- 
proNcment  of  the  pl;ice,  and  has  since  added 
til  it  until  he  nnw  has  twn  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  pleasantly  located  two  miles  north- 
westof  Maryville.  He  has  set  out  an  orchard, 
built  a  comfortable  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, a  large  barn  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  nciw  has  one  nf  the  best  improved  farms 
of  the  locality.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  carries  on  stLick  raising,  and  is  -^ 
meeting  with  well  deserxed  success  in  his 
hiliors.  .\lthough  seventy  years  of  age  Mr. 
I  lamlin  is  still  quite  vigorous. and  looks  after 
the  details  of  farm  work,  while  his  sons  carry 
on  the  farm.  Throughout  life  he  has  ex- 
hibited the  energy  and  thrift  characteristic 
of  New  Englanders,  and  being  a  good  finan- 
cier and  progressive  business  mau;  has  be- 
come line  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his 
communit}-.  In  his  piilitical  \'iews  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  well  pre- 
served, and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
will)  appreciate  their  sterling  worth  and 
manv  excellencies  of  character. 


J.  T.  KARR. 

Among  the  loyal  defenders  of  the  Union 
tlnring  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  was 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  He  was  burn  in  McLean  county, 
Illinois,  December  2};,.  1S40,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Martin)  Karr,  natives 
of  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  marriage  the 
parents  mnxed  to  Illinois  antl  the  father  en- 
tered land  in  McLean  county.  In  his  new 
hnme  be  met  with  success  and  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  and  valuable  farm,  up:n 
which  he  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
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stock-raising  until  his  death,  in  the  wmter  of 
1869.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
reiigionsly  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  while  his  wife  was  a  Presbyterian 
in  religious  belief.  She  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  only  nine  years  old,  leaving  three 
ciiildren,  of  whom  he  is  the  oldest,  the 
others  being  Nancy,  the  wife  of  J.  Rogers; 
and  George  M..  a  resident  of  Missouri. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Louisa  Trofater,  by  whom  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  John  W.,  Emily,  Ora,  \\'alter, 
Edward  and  Mina. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject 
were  passed  upon  the  home  farm,  and  he  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county.  On  the  20th  of  August,  1861, 
he  joined  the  '"boys  in  blue"  of  Company 
C,  Thirty-third  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  mustered  out  at  Indianola, 
Texas,  December  31,  1863,  but  the  same  day 
he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  regiment,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased. 
As  a  member  of  the  Vicksburg  department 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Greenville,  Mississ- 
ippi, November  24.  1865,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  and  paid  off  at  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois. He  was  always  found  at  his  post  of 
duty,  gallantly  defending  the  old  flag  and 
the  cause  it  represented.  Among  the  eui 
gagements  in  which  he  participated  were 
the  battles  of  Fredericktown,  Missouri,  in 
October,  1861 ;  Cache  Bayou,  Arkansas, 
July,  1862;  Bolivar,  Mississippi,  Septem- 
ber, 1862;  Port  Gibson,  ^lississippi.  May, 
1863;  Champion  Hills  and  Black  River 
Bridge,  the  same  month ;  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg; the  capture  of  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
in  July,  1863;  and  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Fort  Esperanza,  Tex^s,  in  November.  1863. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Karr  resumed  farming 
i;i  McLean  cjuntv,  Illinois,  and  there  he  was 


married,  February  2j,  1867,  to  Miss  Susan 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  October  2},. 
1846.  Her  parents,  Lewis  F.  and  Melissa 
(Morrow)  Davis,  were  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  Ohio,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  the  latter  state,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  tanner's-  trade  until  i860,  when 
he  moved  to  [Marion  count)%  Illinois.  Four 
years  later  he  located  in  McLean  county, 
and  after  cultivating  a  rented  farm  there 
for  three  years  he  came  to  ilissouri,  in  1866, 
and  bought  land  in  Nodaway  count}-,  on 
^^•hich  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dj'ing  here  in  September,  1899.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  ix)litics,  but  voted  for  Will- 
iam J.  Bryan,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
president,  in  1896.  His  wife  died  in  1892. 
They  had  four  children,  namely :  Susan,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Arthur  W.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years ;  Lydia,  the  wife  of 
E.  Morrow ;  and  Woodroe,  who  lives  on  the 
homestead. 

In  the  fall  of  1868  Mr.  Karr  came  to  this 
county,  and  for  two  years  rented  a  farm  in 
White  Cloud  township.  In  1870  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  and 
to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  devoted 
his  energies  unil  1892,  when  he  moved  to  the 
farm  belonging  to  his  wife's  father  and  cul- 
tivated it  for  five  years.  He  now  rents  his 
farm,  and  since  1897  has  lived  a  retired  life 
in  Barnard,  where  he  has  a  commodious 
and  pleasant  residence.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  has  been  a  delegate  to  numer- 
ous conventions,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  committee  of  Grant  township. 
He  has  been  honored  with  a  number  of  of- 
ficial positions,  including  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  he  held  for  seven  years, 
and  assessor  for  four  years.  His  official 
duties  have  alwavs  been  discharged  witii  a 
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promiitness  and  fidelit}-  wunhy  of  the  liigliest 
commendation.  Botli  lie  and  his  wife  are 
active  memhers  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
are  lield  in  liig"h  retjard  liy  ;dl  who  know 
them. 


ELMER  ERASER. 

Elmer  Eraser  is  one  of  the  younger  rep- 
resentatives of  the  business  interests  of 
IMaryville,  and  now  holds  the  iinportant  po- 
sition of  cashier  in  the  Maryville  National 
Bank.  His  ability,  executve  power  and 
keen  discrimination  render  him  peculiarly 
fitted  for  the  responsible  duties  which  de- 
vol\-e  upon  him  and  he  is  now  well  known  in 
business  circles,  being  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  reason  of  his  fidelity  and  integ- 
rity. Although  he  is  a  young  man,  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Maryville  for  thirty  years. 

The  Erasers  arrived  in  Nodaway  county 
in  iS/O.  James,  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Scotland  about  1832,  and  there 
Jcarned  the  carpenter's  trade.  When  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
the  United  States  and  followed  his  chosen 
\(>cation  in  various  places  in  the  east.  He 
finally  located  in  Indiana  and  from  Du  Bcis 
county,  that  state,  removed  to  Maryville,  in 
1870.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness and  in  farming,  and  to  some  extent 
gives  his  attention  to  those  branches  of  labor 
at  the  present  day,  although  he  is  now  large- 
ly' living  retired.  He  married  Samantha 
Lavender,  and  unto  them  were  born  four 
sons — Elmer,  Alexander,  James  and  Bard, 
— all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Nodaway 
■  county. 

Elmer  was  a  lad  of  eight  summers  when 
he  arrived  in  Maryville.  He  mastered  the 
branches  of  Ensjlish  learnin"-  that   formed 


the  curricuhun  of  the  common  schools  here, 
and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  en- 
gaged in  herding  cattle  for  his  father  for 
two  years.  Later  he  accepted  a  postion  in 
the  grocery  house  of  Grimes  &  Doole}',  and 
on  severing  that  conection  he  became  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  banking  house  of  Baker, 
Saunders  &  Company,  in  Maryville.  While 
thus  engaged  he  mastered  many  of  the 
principles  of  the  banking  business.  He  en- 
tered that  institution  in  1881,  and  in  1890, 
upon  the  incorporation  of  the  Maryville 
National  Bank,  he  was  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  assistant  cashier,  in  which  capacity 
he  ser\ed  until  1896,  when  he  was  elected 
cashier  to  succeed  Mr.  Wilfley.  At  the 
same  time  he  became  a  director  of  the  bank. 
He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  men,  has  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  banking  business  and 
his  efYorts  and  popularity  have  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  success  of  the  in- 
stitution. He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  near  Maryville,  which  is  operated 
under  his  supervision  and  stocked  with  a 
high  grade  of  cattle ;  but  this  is  not  the  limit 
of  his  enterprise,  for  he  is  connected  with 
other  business  affairs  of  importance. 

Li  January,  1890,  Mr.  Eraser  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Ham,  a  daughter 
of  the  pioneer  merchant,  John  Ham,  who  at 
one  time  served  as  the  sheriff  of  Nodaway 
county.  Two  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union, — Paul  G.  and  Alice  Jean.  Mr. 
Eraser  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomplished  in  life.  He  started 
upon  his  business  career  depending  upon  no 
outside  aid  or  influence  for  advancement, 
and  through  his  personal  merit  he  has  arisen 
to  a  position  of  distinction  in  connection  with 
the  financial  interests  of  Nodaway  county. 
Integrity  in  all  the  affairs  of  life  have  gained 
him  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  his  so- 
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cial  and  cordial  nature  has  won  him  tht 
good  will  and  friendship  of  many  with  whom 
lie  is  associated. 


W.  J.  McMlLLAX. 

W.  J.  McMillan  is  one  of  the  early  set 
tiers  of  Lincoln  township,  Atchison  cour.ty. 
He  came  to  northwestern  Missouri  during 
the  era  of  its  pioneer  development  and  has 
witnessed  most  of  its  entire  growth,  having 
seen  its  wild  lands  reclaimed  for  purposes 
of  civilization.  Churches  and  schools  have 
heen  built,  indicating  the  advance  of  prog- 
ress :  towns  and  villages  have  sprung  up, 
and  the  community  lias  become  settled  by 
an  inteligent  and  enterprising  class  of  people. 
In  the  work  of  improvement  Mr.  McMillan 
h.as  ever  borne  his  part  and  is  known  as  a 
loyal  citizen.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
and  manifests  in  his  career  the  sterling 
characteristics  of  those  people,  having  the 
versatility  of  the  latter  and  the  steadfast 
thrift  and  reliability  of  the  fiirmer. 

Mr.  JMcMillan  was  born  in  Ireland,  on 
the  1 6th  of  September,  1848,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  ^McMillan,  also  a  native  of  the 
green  isle  of  Erin  and  of  Scotch  lineage.  He 
married  ^largaret  Jackson,  a  representative 
of  a  good  family  of  county  .\ntrim  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Jackson,  who  also  was  a 
native  of  that  county.  Her  mother  belonged 
to  the  Bruce  family,  of  the  same  county,  her 
ancestors  having  been  driven  from  Scotlar.d 
at  a  period  of  persecution  for  a  religious 
1)elief.  To  William  and  Margaret  (Jack- 
son) McMillan  were  born  the  following 
named  :  \\'.  J.,  of  this  review  ;  Mrs.  Martha 
Ferguson,  of  Beaver  l*"alls,  I'ennsyhania ; 
!Mrs.  Eliza  Gait,  of  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary  Smith  and  John,  who  also 
are  residents  of  Des  Moines  countv ;  Mrs. 


Nannie  Hensleigh,  of  Clarinda.  Iowa,  the 
wife  of  the  present  auditor  of  Page  county; 
Mrs.  Rose  Stahl,  of  Monmouth,  Illinois: 
]\Iaggie,  who  died  a  young  woman;  and 
Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 

During  his  infancy  Mr.  McMillan,  the 
sul)ject  nf  this  sketch,  was  brought  Iw  his 
parents  to  .\merica.  The  family  left  Ire- 
land in  1849.  ^'I'l  after  spending  six  months 
in  Xew  "S'ork  city  removed  to  Maysville. 
Kentucky,  and  in  1S56  became  residents  of 
Des  r^Ioines,  Iowa,  lix'ing  at  Kossuth.  They 
were  among  the  early  settlers  there  and 
were  acti\'el_\'  identified  with  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  county.  In  that  locality 
\\'.  J.  McMillan  of  this  review  was  reare;l 
ui)on  a  farm.  He  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  wild  land  and  transform- 
ing it  into  richly  cultivated  fields,  and  with 
the  family  bore  the  hardships  and  experi- 
ences which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  pio- 
neer. He  attendeil  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, although  the  adx'antages  of  that 
time  were  rather  ])riniili\e,  the  sessions  be- 
ing held  in  a  log  cabin.  However,  reading 
and  e.xperience  in  later  \ears  ha\e  added 
greatly  to  his  knowledge  and  he  is  now  a 
well  informed  man.  The  first  e\ent  which 
varied  the  monotony  of  his  farm  life  came 
with  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
a  young  lioy  in  his  "teens  when  he  enlisted 
for  service  as  a  member  of  the  Xinth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  a  regiment  which  made  a  brill- 
iant record  for  gallantry.  He  served  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  C.  G.  Dack, 
Colonel  Mock  and  General  Thomas.  His 
regiment  was  in  some  of  the  most  hotly 
contested  fights  of  the  war,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Second  Iowa  C"avalry  met  five 
tliousand  Confederate  troo])s  under  General 
Forrest,  at  Shoal  creek,  where  the  brilliant 
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lig'lniiit;-  of  tlic  I'ninn  ln>(i])s  won  tlic  high- 
est aihiiiratiini.  Mr.  McMillan  also  i)artici- 
pated  in  Uie  battle  of  I-'ranklin.  Tennessee, 
und  of  Xashville,  and  witli  his  command 
followed  General  Hood's  army  to  Alabama. 
He  was  in  active  service  in  the  \-icinity  of 
^Mobile,  and  when  honoralily  discharg'ed  was 
but  sexenteen  _\ears  of  age.  He  is  numbered 
anion^'  the  soldier  boys  whose  \alor  and 
1)ravery  u])on  the  field  of  battle  were  e(|ual 
to  that  of  the  time-tried  \-eterans.  He  went 
through  all  the  experiences  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  a  soldier  and  was  e\-er  foiuid  at 
biis  post  of  (lilt}-,  whether  upon  the  I'lring 
line  or  upon  tented  fields. 

\\  hen  the  war  was  o\'er  and  the  conn- 
try  no  longer  needed  his  services,  Mr.  Mc- 
IMillan  returned  to  his  father's  farm  and  as- 
sisted in  its  culti\'ation  for  a  time.  His  fa- 
ther is  now  dece.ased,  ha\'ing'  departed  this 
life  in  Des  Aloines  county,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
■of  seventy-four,  while  the  mother  is  living, 
.at  the  age  of  sevent\--h\e.  In  politics  lie  was 
a  Democrat  ami  in  his  religious  belief  a 
I'resbyterian.  They  were  widely  known  as 
earnest  Christian  people,  as  devoted  parents, 
as  kind  neighbors  and  \'a!ued  citizens. 

EntL'ring  upon  an  indei)endent  Inisiness 
career.  W.  J.  McMillan  of  this  rex'iew  be- 
o-an  working  as  a  farm  hand  and  was  thus 
emplo_\ed  until  he  had  ac(]nired  five  Inm- 
dred  dollars.  He  then  inxested  his  capital 
in  a  team  and  wagon,  came  to  Missouri  and 
Ijurchased  forty  acres  of  land,  ui)on  which 
he  built  a  log  cabin,  I4.n:i4  feet.  From  that 
time  success  has  attended  his  efftjrs.  He 
worked  from  early  morn  until  exening  in 
ini])roving  and  cultivating  his  fields,  and  in 
course  of  time  abundant  harvests  rewarded 
his  efi'orts.  At  different  times,  as  his  finan- 
cial resources  increased,  he  adde<l  to  his 
proi)en\-  until  he  now  has  ^\\t  hundred  acres 


of  as  good  land  as  can  be  fotmd  in  the  coun- 
ty,    L'lJon  the  place  is  a  very  attractive  and 
commodious  residence,  built  in  modern  style 
'  and   surrounded  by  shade  and  ornamentai 
I  trees.      In  the  rear  stand   good  learns  and 
I  outl)uildings,  and  these  and  the  fences  are 
kept  in  good  repair.    The  meadows,  pastures 
I  and  fielils  of  grain  indicate  his  careful  super- 
:  \'isiou  and  ]jrogressi\'e  spirit,  and  the  Mc- 
Millan   farm   is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
countr_\-  seats  in  Atchison  count}-. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  Mr.  ]\Ic]^Iillan 
i  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy 
Jane  .McKlroy,  of  Lincoln  township,  a 
daughter  of  John  JMcElroy,  She  died  in 
August,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eiglit 
years,  leaving  three  children — Bert,  O.  M. 
and  Cora — the  last  named  now  the  wife  of 
E.  E.  Beck,  of  Lincoln  t(nvnshi]),  ,\tchison 
county.  C)n  the  28th  of  March.  1889,  Air. 
MciMillan  was  again  married,  bis  secijnd 
union  being  with  Miss  Anna  Scott,  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  respected  families 
of  the  community.  Her  mother  is  Margaret 
Scott,  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  The 
^McMillan  home  is  a  hospitajjle  one,  and  our 
suliject  and  his  wife  occupy  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  social  circles.  Mr.  McMillan  ex- 
ercises his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
part}',  and  for  eight  years  has  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  discharging  his  du- 
j  ties  in  a  manner  that  has  won  for  him  the 
commcndati<in  of  all  concerned.  He  was 
a  candidate  for  the  legislature  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  in  1892,  but  was  defeated 
liy  the  combination  of  the  Democrats  and  the 
ro])ulists.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Crand  .\rmy  of  the  Republic  and  in  the 
L-nited  Presbyterian  church,  to  which  Ins 
wife  also  belongs. 

He  is  a  self-made  man,  whose  adxauce- 
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nient  in  business  life  is  attributable  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts.  As  the  architect  of  his 
fortune  he  has  buildetl  wisely  and  well,  his 
perseverance  and  diligence  enabling  him  to 
overcome  all  obstacles  in  his  path  and  work 
his  way  steadily  upward  to  a  ixtsition  among 
the  substantial  residents  of  his  adopted 
county.  He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned 
probity  and  is  a  popular  and  valued  citizen 
of  Atchison  coimtv. 


JAMES  A.  HAMILTOX. 

If  the  title  of  "honorable"  is  given  as  a 
reward  for  true,  honest  manhood  rather 
than  for  political  office  it  would  be  attached 
to  the  name  of  James  A.  Hamilton,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Nodaway  county,  prominently  connected 
with  agricultural  pursuits  here.  He  was 
bom  in  Warren  county.  New  Jersey,  on  the 
30th  of  December,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  Hamilton,  now  a  retired  farmer 
residing  in  Elmo,  Lincoln  township.  The 
father  was  bom  in  Susse.x  county,  Xew  Jer- 
sey, a  son  of  James  A.  and  Hiliah  (Rhodes) 
Hamilton,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives 
of  the  same  state.  George  W.  Hamilton  was 
born  in  September,  1837,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  became  a  resident  of  Warren 
county,  Xew  Jersey,  where  he  resided  until 
1864.  He  then  located  in  Bureau  county, 
Illinois,  but  after  five  years'  residence  in 
that  state  came  to  Xo<.laway  county,  Mis- 
souri. Throughout  his  entire  life  George 
W.  Hamilton  has  followed  fanning  until  a 
recent  date,  when  he  retired,  putting  aside 
the  more  arduous  cares  of  an  active  busi- 
ness career.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  Elmo, 
where  he  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 
In  the  year  1S57  he  was  imited  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Marv  E.  Hull,  of  Hunterdon  coun- 


ty, Xew  Jersey,  and  died  in  .\pril,  1S7S. 
They  were  the  parents  of  si.x  children,  name- 
ly: Joseph  S.,  James  A..  Catharine.  Benja- 
min, Charles  \'.  and  Mary  E. 

During  his  early  boyhood  James  A, 
Hamilton  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Illi- 
nois, and  when  a  youth  of  ten  years  came 
w  ith  them  to  Xodaway  county,  where  he  hajv 
since  made  his  home.  Here  he  has  gained 
i.  reputation  that  will  prove  a  rich  legacy 
to  his  ixisterity,  for  the  Psalmist  has  said,. 
"A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than 
great  riches."  He  was  reared  to  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  early  became  familiar  with  all 
the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of 
the  agriculturist.  The  public  schools  afford- 
ed him  his  educational  privileges,  and  when 
he  wished  to  enter  upon  an  independent 
business  career  he  continued  to  follow  the 
pursuit  to  which  he  was  reared.  He  to- 
day owns  and  operates  a  valuable  tract  of 
land  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  in 
Lincoln  township,  and  his  place  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  the  well-tilled  fields 
yielding  to  him  a  good  return  when  crops 
are  harvested  in  the  autumn.  He  thus  in- 
creased his  income  and  he  is  now  accounted 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community. 
L'pon  his  place  is  a  very  pleasant  residence, 
good  bams  and  all  necessary  outbuildings, 
and  he  follows  most  practical  and  progress- 
ive methods. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura 
Mclntyre.  a  daughter  of  William  S.  Mc- 
Intyre,  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers 
of  Xodaway  county,  living  not  far  from  Mr. 
Hamilton.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  eight  children,  but  one  died 
at  birth  and  another  at  the  age  of  eight 
months.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are  Ethel  M.,  Martha  C,  Flora  E.. 
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Helen  R.,  Minnie  F.  ami  Marvin  A.  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  given  their  chil- 
dren excellent  educational  privileges,  thus 
fitting-  them  for  life's  practical  and  responsi- 
ble duties,  and  an  air  of  cultured  refinement 
and  hospitality  per\-ades  their  pleasant  home. 
The  members  of  the  household  ha\-e  a  host 
of  warm  friends  in  the  cdniniunity  and  are 
held  in  highest  esteem.  ]\Irs.  Hamilton  has 
proved  to  her  liusband  not  only  a  loving  wife 
but  also  a  true  helpmeet,  whose  counsel,  ad- 
vice and  assistance  have  lieen  important 
factors  in  his  success.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  Democrat  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Grover 
Cleveland.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  church, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its 
growth,  and  for  six  years  he  has  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  all 
life's  relations  he  has  been  true  to  every  man- 
ly principle,  is  a  loyal  citizen,  a  faithful 
friend,  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  a 
sincere  Christian  gentleman  and  an  hon- 
orable business  man,  whose  example  is  in 
many  respects  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  he  has  resided 
in  Xodaway  county  and  well  deserves  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume. 


GEORGE  .\.  RAXKIX. 

A  prominent  and  representati\'e  farmer 
of  Atchison  county.  ^lissouri,  is  George  A. 
Rankin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Scott  county,  Indiana,  September 
19,  1848,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Bingham)  Rankin,  nati\'es  of 
I'ennsylvania  and  Kentuck\-.  respectively. 
After  marriage  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Rankin  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Scott  county, 
Indiana,  where  most  (jf    the    family    were 


born,  but  later  moved  to  Iowa,  where  twenty 
years  were  spent.  Mr.  Rankin  then  went 
to  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  later  chang- 
ing into  Warren  county,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred, March  24,  1898,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  Early  in  life  he  had 
engaged  in  a  mercantile  business,  but  for  the 
last  forty  years  had  pursued  farming.  He 
was  a  man  ot  high  character,  was  noted 
for  his  charit\'  and  cnmmanded  the  respect 
of  all  with  will  mi  he  came  into  contact.  A 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
his  interests  in  good  and  benevolent  objects 
could  always  be  relied  on.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Rei)ublican,  but  never  asked  for  of- 
fice. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Isabella  (Moore)  Bing- 
ham, natives  of  \'irginia  and  Kentucky,  re- 
specti\-ely.  l\Irs.  Rankin  died  in  June,  189^;, 
after  having  had  the  following  children : 
Mary,  deceased;  our  subject;  Mrs.  Flora 
Laur,  of  this  township;  J.  E.,  a  farmer  of 
Colorado ;  Cora  and  Mrs.  Lulu  Bond.  Mrs. 
Rankin  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  ]\Ieth- 
odist  church,  in  which  she  was  most  highly 
esteemed.  Mr.  Rankin  by  a  previous  mar- 
riage had  several  children,  the  survivnr  be- 
ing W.  A.  Rankin,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Onarga,  Illinois. 

The  youth  and  boyhood  of  our  subject 
was  similar  to  that  of  other  lads  of  his  age. 
He  accompanied  his  father  in  the  family  re- 
movals, but  soon  after  attaining  to  his  ma- 
jority he  came  to  Missouri,  and  in  1876  he 
and  his  brother  engaged  in  farming,  con- 
tinuing together  for  five  years,  through 
manv  changes.  Mr.  Rankin  was  married 
April  12,  1898,  to  ^liss  Lillie  McCan,  born 
in  Ohio,  October  26,  1868,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Summers)  JMcCan, 
Ijoth  i>t  whom  lived  and  died  in  Ohio,  where 
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tliey  had  lived  worthy  Hves  and  were  de- 
ser\ing  ineniljcrs  of  the  Cliristian  church. 
They  reared  a  large  miinber  of  estimable 
children,  named  as  follows:  Thomas  J., 
Henry.  Hamilton.  Mrs.  Julia  Smally,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Mehaitee.  Franklin.  William,  Mrs. 
Rankin  and  Mrs.  Xaomi  (Irimes.  All  those 
living  have  remained  in  Ohii),  except  the 
wife  of  oiu-  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  are  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  in  Atchison  county,  both  in 
the  Methodist  church,  of  which  they  are 
valued  members,  and  through  the  country, 
where  Air.  Rankin  is  known  as  a  just  man 
and  she  as  a  helpful  neighbor  and  friend. 
Politically  Air.  Rankin  is  a  Republican  and 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  afifairs 
ui  the  nation. 


AUSTIX  F.  STITT. 

The  unostentatious  routine  of  [irivate  life 
although  of  vast  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  has  not  figured  to  any 
great  extent  in  the  pages  of  history.  But 
the  names  of  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  l)v  the  possession  of  those  quali- 
ties of  character  which  mainly  contribute  to 
the  success  of  private  life  and  to  the  public 
stability,  and  who  have  enjoyed  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  those  around  them,  should 
not  be  permitted  to  perish.  Their  example 
is  more  valuable  to  the  majority  of  readers 
than  that  of  heroes,  statesmen  and  writers, 
as  they  furinsh  means  of  subsistence  for  the 
nudtitude  whom  thc_\-  in  their  useful  careers 
have  employed. 

Such  are  the  thoughts  which  involuntarily 
come  to  our  minds  when  we  consider  the  life 
of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  who 
is  now  the  honored  mayor  of  Burlington 
Junction,  a  position  which  by  the  gift  of  the 


people  he  has  filled  for  three  terms.  His  re- 
elections  indicate  unmistakably  his  personal 
popularity  and  the  confidence  rejjosed  in  him. 
-Vustin  Fallis  Stitt  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton county,  Indiana.  September  28,  1838. 
His  father,  Obadiah  W.  Stitt.  was  a  native 
of  Hamilton  county.  Ohio,  and  on  the  30th 
of  June.  1856,  he  came  to  Xodaway  county, 
Missouri,  locating  near  the  village  of  Bur- 
lington Junction,  where  he  pre-empted  a 
claim,  entering  the  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. He  became  the  owner  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres  here  and  continued  its 
cultivation  until  the  9th  of  .\pril.  1860.  when 
he  removed  to  Lawrence.  Kansas.  In  that 
locality  he  also  jiurchased  a  farm  and  made  it 
his  home  until  the  fall  of  1870.  In  the  fn]- 
lowing  spring  he  returned  to  Kansas  and  sub- 
sequently went  to  Bates  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  purchased  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  carried  on  farming  on  an  exten- 
sive scale  and  was  very  successful  in  his  oper- 
ations, possessing  e.xcellent  business  and  ex- 
ecutixe  ability.  He  had  only  nineteen  dol- 
lars at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  but  through 
his  well  directed  efforts  he  added  constantly 
to  his  capital  and  at  his  death  left  to  his  fam- 
ily a  comfortable  estate.  He  we<lded  Miss 
Malinda  Fallis.  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
died  when  her  .son  .\ustin  was  only  eighteen 
months  old.  He  was  their  only  child.  The 
father  afterward  married  again.  His  death 
occurred  January  24.  1889.  when  he  had  at- 
tained the  aiKanced  age  oi  se\enty-three 
years. 

On  the  home  farm  .\ustin  F.  Stitt  spent 
the  tlays  of  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  en- 
joyed the  pleasures  of  the  playground,  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and 
aided  in  the  work  of  field  and  garden.  He 
was  thus  engaged  until  after  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Civil  war,  when.  prom[)ted  by  a 
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spirit  (it  patrii  itisiii.  he  left  the  fields  and  tmik 
up  the  rifle  in  defense  of  the  L'nicm,  en- 
listing in  i86t  as  a  member  nf  L'oniiiany  E. 
of  the  Sixth  Missouri  Regiment.  Tn  1864 
he  re-enlisted  at  St.  Joseph.  Alissouri.  .Vt  i>ne 
time  he  and  his  captain  were  detailed  for  re- 
cruiting service,  hut  the  captain  was  kicked 
l\v  a  hiirse  and  all  the  work  devohcd  upon 
our  suhject.  He  was  offered  a  commission 
as  sergeant  maior  of  his  regiment,  but  he 
refused  this  in  order  to  stay  with  his  corn- 
pan}-,  for  he  was  a  great  fa\iirite  with  the 
men.  who  lo\ed  and  respected  him.  Going 
to  Raleigh.  Missouri,  the  company  became 
part  of  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment,  and  on 
the  8th  of  December.  1864,  proceeded  to  St. 
Louis  and  thence  to  Columbia.  Tennessee. 
y\v.  Stitt  remaining  at  the  front  until  hon- 
oraI)h'  discharged.  In  June.  ]8f)5,  he  was 
(ince  more  sent  to  St.  Louis  and  there  inus- 
tcred  out.  returning  to  his  home  with  an 
honorable  military  record. 

He  engaged  in  the  business  of  Intying 
cattle  in  connection  with  Captain  Grigsby. 
his  old  commander,  and  the  business  connec- 
tion between  them  was  maintained  until  the 
fall  of  \SC^().  In  that  autinnn  he  was  mar- 
ried, and  dinnng  the  succeefling  winter  he 
boarded  with  his  old  partner,  but  in  the 
si)ring  he  and  his  wife  removed  t(j  their  farm 
in  CJreen  township.  Xodaway  county,  there 
residing  until  1886.  when  they  took  up  their 
abode  in  Burlington  Junction.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  bought  and  sold  land,  his  invest- 
ments pro\-ing  profitable  \-entures.  and  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement  he  owned  a  very 
valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  which 
is  still  in  his  possession.  In  Burlington 
Junction  he  erected  a  comfortable  residence, 
and.  surrounded  by  all  the  necessities  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  he  is  here  re- 
siding in   retirement    from    acti\c  lousiness 


tares,  save  lis  official  duties,  having  been 
called  to  office  by  the  vote  of  his  fellow 
townsmen. 

On  the  6th  of  Xoveml)er,  1866,  Mr.  Stitt 
w  as  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Caroline  E. 
McClellan.  who  was  born  in  Indiana.  They 
have  never  had  any  children  of  their  own.  but 
prompted  by  a  great  kindness  of  heart  they 
have  reared  twelve  or  thirteen  children — no- 
ble souls  who  have  done  honor  to  their  foster 
p>arents.  sume  of  them  being  now  prominent 
men  and  women  of  Xodaway  county.  They 
have  been  gi\-en  excellent  educational  pri\-il- 
eges.  thus  being  well  fitted  for  the  duties  of 
life. 

In  public  office  Mr.  Stitt  has  manifested 

I  his  fidelity  to  duty,   serving  as  postmaster 

!  during  President  Grant's  first  administration. 

j  He  was  appointed  to  the  office  Xoxemlier  14. 

'  1869.  and  served  in  that  ca]jacit}-  until  1879, 
when  he  resigned.  He  is  now  serving  for  the 
third  term  as  the  mayor  of  Burlington 
Junction,  having  been  elected  to  the  ot^ce  by 
his  fellow  townsmen  without  regard  to  po- 
litical affiliations.    His  administration  is  pro- 

j  gressive  and  business  like.  He  has  studied 
closely  the  needs  of  the  town  and  exercises 
his  ofiicial  prerogative  in  support  of  all  meas- 
ures which  he  believes  will  contribute  to  the 
])ul)lic  good.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  stal- 
wart Republican  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864. 
while  serving  in  the  army.  He  has  frecpient- 
ly  been  a  delegate  to  party  con\entions  and 
his  counsel  carries  weight  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  organization.  He  took  the  L  nit- 
ed  -States  census  in  Xodaway  comity  in  1890 
and  again  in  1900.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Graml  .\rmy 
of  the  Republic,  and  of  all  is  a  valued  repre- 
sentative.    He  and   wife  are  leading  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Cliristian  church,  of  which  he  has 
been  an  elder  since  1867;  and  he  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  church. 
In  fact,  he  makes  the  church  first  and  other 
things  secondary.  The  social  standing-  of 
himself  and  wife  is  high  and  they  are 
active  in  all  good  work  looking  to  the  mate- 
rial and  substantial  benefit  of  the  community. 
As  a  business  man  he  has  been  conspicuous 
among  his  associates  not  only  for  his  success 
but  for  his  probity,  fairness  and  honorable 
methods.  In  everything  he  has  been  emi- 
nently practical,  and  this  has  been  not  only 
manifest  in  his  business  undertakings  but 
also  in  political,  private  and  social  life.  Such 
is  the  record  of  one  who  has  worked  his  way 
upward  to  a  position  of  eminence  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  long  resided. 


GEORGE  L.  WTLFLEY. 

In  business  circles  George  L.  Wilfley 
is  widely  known,  and  the  safe,  conservative 
business  policy  which  he  follows  has  gained 
him  the  public  confidence  in  an  unqualified 
degree  and  made  the  Maryville  National 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  the  president,  one  of 
the  leading  institutions  of  the  kind  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  early  families  of  Nodaway 
county.  His  father,  Redmond  Wilfley,  was 
a  native  of  Buchanan  county,  Missouri, 
born  in  1825,  and  the  grandfather  was  orig- 
inally from  the  state  of  \\'est  \^irginia. 
Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  Red- 
mond Wilfley  married  Maria  Baker,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Baker,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Nodaway  county  and  a  sister  of 
George  S.  Baker,  a  leading  banker  and  very 
])rominent  and  influential  citizen  of  this 
state.  Mr.  Wilfley  came  to  Nodaway  coun- 
ty at  a  very  early  period  in  its  development 


and  was  engaged  in  merchandising  and  irt 
other  business  lines  in  this  place,  his  labors 
contributing  in  a  large  measure  to  the  com- 
inercial  activity  of  the  city.  About  the  time 
of  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he  removed 
to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  for 
a  time  and  later  went  to  Pettis  county,  this 
state,  passing  the  last  years  of  an  active  and 
honorable  life  there.  His  wife  died  in  1894. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  named : 
Mrs.  Walter  Bales,  of  Sheridan,  Wyoming;. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Eaton,  of  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri; Charles  B.,  also  of  that  place;  and 
George  L.,  of  this  review. 

George  L.  Wilfley  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Kansas  City 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  there.  He  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in 
Sedalia,  Missouri,  and  after  three  years'  ex- 
perience in  that  line  became  connected  witlv 
the  banking  business  in  a  clerical  capacity 
in  the  Missouri  Valley  Bank,  at  Kansas 
City.  His  training  there  well  fitted  him  for 
his  later  independent  career  as  a  banker. 
After  he  had  spent  three  years  in  the  Mis- 
souri \'alley  Bank  he  came  to  Maryville  and 
secured  a  jxjsition  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Baker,  Saunders  &  Company,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  four  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Bolckow  Savings 
Bank,  at  Bolckow,  Missouri,  and  was  active 
in  the  management  of  that  institution  until 
1887,  when  he  returned  to  Maryville  and 
became  a  partner  in  the  banking  business 
of  Baker,  Saunders  &  Company.  Jn  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  immediately  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Saunders,  Mr.  \\'ilfley  organized  the 
Maryville  National  Bank,  which  was  cap- 
italized at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Its  offi- 
cers   were    George    S.     Baker,     president; 
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George  L.  Wilfley,  cashier ;  and  George  S. 
Eaker,  J.  S.  Frank,  E.  D.  Orear,  John 
Lieber  and  Patrick  McNellis,  as  members 
of  the  board  of  directors.  In  i8g6  Mr. 
Eaker  retired  from  tlie  presidency  of  the 
bank  and  Mr.  ^^'ilfley  became  his  successor, 
witli  Elmer  Eraser  as  the  cashier.  Tlie 
Ijoard  of  (Hrectors  now  comprises  ^^'.  R. 
\\ens,  A.  M.  Howendobler,  Patrick  Mc- 
Nellis, Elmer  Eraser  and  George  L.  Wil- 
fley. The  bank's  surplus  is  nineteen  thou- 
sand dollars  and  the  amount  of  its  deposits 
are  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

In  1881  Mr.  W'illley  married  Miss  Jennie 
Saunders,  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  Saunders, 
a  retired  pioneer  merchant  of  Maryville, 
who  came  to  this  city  when  it  was  yet  a  part 
of  Andrew  county.  The  year  of  his  arrival 
was  1844  and  in  1845  he  opened  one  of  the 
first  stores  in  the  village.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  months  spent  in  California 
during-  the  gold  excitement  and  a  brief 
period  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  he  was 
constantly  in  business  here  until  1896.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W'ilfley  have  four  children — 
Clifford  R.,  Ray  S.,  Marjorie  and  Geneva. 
In  the  conduct  of  his  business  enterprise  Mr. 
Wilfley  has  ever  •  displayed  marked  ability 
and  executive  power.  Although  he  entered 
business  life  in  a  humble  clerical  capacity 
he  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost  representa- 
tives of  financial  interests  in  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, and  throughout  his  career  has  sustained 
an  unassailable  reputation  for  commendable 
business  methods  and  integrity. 


JESSE   H.   DAVIS. 

Jesse  H.  Davis,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  .of  Rockport,  Missouri,  and  the 
president  of  the  Northwest  Missouri  Tele- 


phone Company,  knows  no  home  but  Atchi- 
son county.  In  1858,  when  his  father  lo 
cated  in  the  sparsely  settled  region  armmd 
Phelps  City,  Jesse  H.  was  but  a  prattling 
babe,  and  it  was  in  that  vicinity  that  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  early 
mental  training. 

Hugh  L.  Davis,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  year  above  named,  located  two- 
and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  the  village 
of  Phelps  City.  The  trip  from  his  former 
home  in  Greene  county,  Tennessee,  he  made 
overland  with  a  team,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  and  a  vigorous  constitution.  Being; 
of  an  industrious  disposition  and  having  a 
determination  to  succeed,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  his  career  as  a  citizen  nf  Missouri 
was  satisfactory  tn  him  and  his  family. 
Hugh  L.  Davis  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Tennessee,  was  a  planter's  son,  and  his  an- 
cestors were  among  the  early  settlers  in 
east  Tennessee.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
Davis,  who  was  burn  in  \'irginia.  Hugh 
L.  was  born  in  1836,  and,  on  account  of  the 
comparative  lack  of  educational  advantages 
of  that  part  of  the  country  at  that  time,  re- 
ceived only  an  inade(iuate  education,  it  be- 
ing limited  to  reading",  writing  and  a  little 
arithmetic.  About  the  time  of  attaining  his- 
majority  he  married  Rebecca  R.  Kidwell, 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  Kidwell,  and  by  her 
became  the  father  of  the  following  children :. 
John  E.  Davis,  of  Atchison  county;  Jesse 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born. 
September  10,  1857;  ^lary  A.,  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  Charles  F.,  now  residing  at 
Pacific  Junction,  Iowa. 

Hugh  L.  Davis  personally  conducted  his 
farm  near  Phelps  for  thirty-four  }-ears,  and 
was  so  successful  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs  that  a  fair  if  not  large  profit  was 
the  result.     The  area  of  his  possessions  in- 
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creased,  liis  credit  became  stroncr^  and  his 
jjopularity  extended  and  strcii,t;tiieiied  with 
tlie  lapse  of  tiiiie.  in  iSgj,  haxiii!;'  by  his 
iiichistry,  ecunomy  and  slrait;lu forward  ])usi- 
ness  methods  aci|uircd  a  compiteucy  sutTi- 
cient  to  satisfy  liis  jicrsMual  and  fanrly  ne- 
cessities f<ir  t!ie  rest  of  their  natural  lives, 
he  retired  from  .active  laimr  to  the  i)rivacy 
of  a  beautiful  home  in  Rockport.  During 
liie  projjress  of  the  (."ivil  war  lie  was  faith- 
ful to  his  country,  and  for  ;i  time  was  con- 
nected with  the  militia.  I'olitics  never  had 
-an_\-  attraction  for  him,  he  beinj;-  content  to 
exercise  his  consiitiuional  ris^'ht  of  sufYr.age 
innnolested.  and  interferin>;'  with  no  one  in 
the  unimpeded  exercise  of  the  same  rii^ht. 
As  a  i)rinciple  of  gmernment  he  has  sup- 
jxirted  Democracy,  ch^avini;  to  the  ancient 
and  honorable  wins;-  of  the  party  of  1890. 

During-  the  first  thirty  years  of  his  life 
Jesse  H.  Davis  labored  with  his  father  on 
the  farm.  The  independence  of  his  family 
and  the  continued  ad\ancement  and  progress 
of  tile  age  in  educational,  .-is  in  other  mat- 
ters, rendered  it  comparati\ely  easy  for  him 
to  acquire  a  good  education  and  thus  eipiip 
I'.imself  for  intellectual  railier  than  manual 
labors.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became 
a  student  in  the  Nebraska  State  Normal 
School,  and  in  18SS  he  remoNed  to  Rock- 
jxirt,  in  which  city  he  lirst  engaged  in  the 
livery  business,  his  business  here  for  elexen 
years  being  the  leading  one  in  the  city  and 
county.  Davis  Brothers  being  well  known  in 
that  line  and  also  in  the  buggy  ami  carriage 
business.  In  1899  he  disposeil  of  his  livery 
iriterest  and  has  since  de\-oted  himself  to 
the  buggy  and  carriage  business. 

In  other  lines  Mr.  Davis  has  also  dem- 
onstrated bib  htness  to  manage  large  concern.-, 
and  also  his  progressive  sjjirit  and  insight 
into  the  future  and  as  a  jiromoter  oi  one  of 


the  most  prominent  enterprises  of  his  county. 
S(jme  years  ago  there  appeared  to  be  a  de- 
n-iandfor  more  complete  telephone  connection 
throughout  his  part  of  the  state,  and  in  Au- 
gust. 1895. the  .Xorthw est  MissouriTelephone 
Company  was  organized,  with  Mr.  Davis  as 
its  presitlent.  This  company  has  an  ex- 
change in  Rockport  and  another  in  Tarlrio, 
and  connects  with  Hamburg,  Iowa,  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mi.ssouri.  and  South  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, as  well  as  with  n-iany  farmer  lines 
throughout  this  section  oi  Missouri. 

In  all  business  relations  Mr.  Da\'is  is 
well  known  fm-  his  pron-iptness,  for  his  fair 
dealing  and  his  honorable  methods  and  in- 
tentions. His  judgment  as  to  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  a  proposition  rarely  leads  him 
astray,  and  when  he  consents  to  a  deal  or 
gives  his  aid  or  encouragement  to  ai>  en- 
terprise, he  is  always  the  last  to  take  a  back- 
ward step.  Jn  exery  way  Mr.  Davis  is  one 
of  the  leading  and  most  progressive  citizens 
of  his  county,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  ev- 
ery direction. 

Mr.  Da\  is  was  married  November  27, 
1 89 J.  to  Miss  Leonora  Baker,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  C.  Baker,  and  to  this  marriage 
there  has  been  born  one  child,   Jesse  Ciene. 


joux  MAckAxni-:R. 

This  well-known  pioneer  and  honored 
citizen  of  Lincoln  township  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Atchi- 
son county  for  many  years,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  Missouri  since  i860.  He  comes 
from  across  the  sea.  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  I'russia,  Germany.  October  0. 
1819 — the  same  year  in  which  Oueen  \'ic- 
toria  was  Ixirn.  His  father.  John  Macrander, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Prussia,  following  the 
trade  of  a  dresser  or  tanner  of  fine  skins. 
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His  wife,  who  In  ire  the  maiden  name  of 
Catherine  Kramer,  was  a  native  nf  the  same 
prminee,  and  iHed  at  tlie  a.^e  ni  sex'enty- 
tDiir  years,  while  his  death  uceurred  wheri 
he  was  ei.i;ht_\-f(Hir  years  of  age.  Tliey 
were  lioth  consistent  members  of  tlie  Lu- 
theran eliurch  and  reared  their  cliildreu  in 
that  faith.  Tlieir  family  consisted  of  four 
sons  and  one  daugiiter,  but  tlie  latter  died 
young'.  The  sons  were  Jacob,  John,  George 
and  Christian. 

Attending  school  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  the  subject  of  this  review  ac(|uired  a 
good  practical  education,  and  with  his  fa- 
ther he  learned  the  trade  of  skin  dresser. 
Bidtling  his  parents  a  sad  farewell,  he  left 
his  old  home  in  Prussia  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  after  a  \'oyage  of  si.\ty-nine  days 
on  a  sailing  vessel  landed  in  I'.altimore, 
^lar_\land.  He  spent  one  year  at  I'lederick- 
town,  that  state,  dressing  deer  skins,  and  in 
1841  went  to  Roanoke  county,  Virginia, 
where  he  continueil  to  follow  his  trade  f(jr 
six  years.  We  ne.xt  tintl  him  in  Metamora, 
Woodford  county,  Illinois,  where  in  con- 
nection with  work  at  his  trade  he  also  en- 
gaged in  fanuing  until  1859,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Buchanan  county,  Missouri.  The 
lollowing  year  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Atchison  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  wild  laml  in  Lincoln  townshi]),  which 
lie  has  since  comerted  into  a  line  farm  that 
he  now  rents.  His  tirst  home  here  was  a  log 
house,  which  has  long  since  been  replaced 
with  a  good  frame  residence,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  denotes  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  a  progressive  owner. 

In  1854,  in  Woodford  county,  Illinois, 
Mr.  Macrander  married  Miss  Sarah  Frances 
Arthur,  a  native  (jf  Bedford  county,  \'ir~ 
ginia,  and  a  daughter  of  \iV\  Arthur,  who 
also  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion.     She 


was  reared  and  eihieateil  in  that  stale  and 
Illinois,  ller  p.-ireiils  both  died  in  Missouri. 
;tl  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Her  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  b" ranees  \\'est.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  were  both  faithful  and  consis- 
tent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  were  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed l)v  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were  .\ni,iziab.  Jane,  b'.meline,  Sarah  V..  and 
Josepbus  and  William  Jordan,  twins.  .Mr. 
and  .Mrs.  .Macrander  are  the  jiarents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Ward,  of  Lincoln  townshi]);  William,  who 
is  successfidly  engaged  in  farming  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the  same  township; 
David,  who  owns  and  wurks  a  farm  of 
ninety-four  acres  in  Lincoln  township ;  and 
George,  who  has  a  fine  place  of  eight>'  acres 
in  the  same  townshi]).  The  last  named  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  C.  C. 
Wilson,  of  Tarkio.  who  served  as  a  soldier 
of  Com])any  II,  First  b)wa  Cavalry,  dur- 
ing the  Ci\il  war.  lly  this  union  has  Ijeen 
born  one  child.  Zerali  Todd. 

rolitieallv  .Mr.  .Macrander  is  identilied 
with'  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously 
l;oth  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members- 
of  the  Christian  church.  They  have  reared 
their  children  with  results  of  which  they 
may  be  justly  ])roU(l,  and  they  occu])y  .a  i)o- 
sition  of  ])rominence  in  the  comnumity  where 
thev  reside. 


.\.  V,.  .\LL1':X,  -M.  1). 
Connected  with  the  jjractice  of  the  heal- 
ing art  in  .Maryville.  Dr.  .Mien  has  atlained 
a  positii.m  of  distinction  as  a  representative 
of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  has  devot- 
ed his  life  to  the  calling  wherein  advance- 
ment must  ilei)end  ui)on  individual  merit, 
ujjon  strong  mentality,  close  ai)i)licalion  an,l 
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a  sympathetic  interest  in  one's  fellow  men. 
In  none  of  these  requirements  is  Dr.  Allen 
lacking,  and  therefore  he  has  long  since  left 
the  ranks  of  the  many  and  stands  among  the 
successful  few. 

A  native  of  Warren  county,  Illinois,  he 
was  born  on  the  I2th  of  February,  1850. 
His  father,  Dr.  A.  A.  Allen,  was  born  in 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  is 
a  descendant  of  the  O'Allens,  of  Ireland. 
He  prepared  himself  for  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  the  old  Cincinnati  educational  in- 
stitution of  regulars,  and  located  in  War- 
ren county,  Illinois,  at  an  early  day.  He 
was  prominently  before  the  people  of  that 
locality  in  his  professional  capacities  for 
many  years  and  his  active  connection  with 
the  medical  fraternity  covers  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  is  now  located  in  Steele,  North 
Dakota.  He  married  iliss  Nancy  ilaley, 
whose  people  removed  from  West  Virginia 
into  Warren  county,  Illinois,  at  a  very  early 
period,  there  securing  claims  of  government 
land.  Unto  Dr.  Allen  and  his  wife  were 
born  the  following  children:  Arminda,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  Wooderson  and 
•died  in  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  leaving 
two  daughters — Carrie  and  Virgie,  the 
former  a  graduate  of  De  Pauw  University 
^nd  of  the  Boston  School  of  Oratory,  and 
is  the  wife  of  F.  T.  Lamb,  of  \\'ashington, 
D.  C,  who  formerly  served  as  sergeant-at- 
arms  in  the  United  States  senate :  Virgie  re- 
sides in  Harrison  county,  Missouri ;  Will- 
iam R.  Allen,  the  second  member  of  the 
family,  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Kingman,  Kansas;  Josie  is  the  wife  of  Al 
]\Ieredith,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Alfred  is 
now  deceased ;  Carrie  married  C.  H.  Ennis, 
•of  Rockport,  Missouri ;  Celia  is  the  wife  of 
•C.  A.  Hurd,  of  Steele,  North  Dakota ;  Flora 
is  the  wife  of  James  Lyon,  of   Pittsburg; 


and  H.   B.  is  now  living  in  Steele,   North 
Dakota,  and  is  auditor  of  the  county. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Allen,  of  this  review,  spent 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at  school 
teaching,  also  spending  a  part  of  the  time 
as  a  student  in  the  school  room.  He  regu- 
larly began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Bed- 
ford, Iowa,  although  he  had  read  at  inter- 
vals under  the  direction  of  his  father  prior 
to  this.  '  He  spent  four  years  in  the  Keokuk 
Medical  College  and  added  to  his  knowledge 
by  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Chicago 
Pol3'clinic.  In  1877  he  located  in  Nodaway 
county,  opening  an  office  in  Barnard,  where 
his  efficiency  soon  became  apparent  and  he 
was  not  long  in  acquiring  a  liberal  practice. 
He  continued  his  professional  labors  among 
the  people  at  the  south  end  of  the  county 
until  1896.  when  he  sought  a  more  extensive 
field  of  labor  by  his  removal  to  Maryville, 
v.  here  he  became  associated  with  Dr.  George 
Nash,  another  eminent  physician  of  north- 
western Missouri,  and  the  firm  of  Nash  & 
Allen  at  once  took  precedence  in  the  medical 
fraternity.  The  partnership  was  maintained 
until  the  ist  of  September,  1899,  when  Dr. 
Allen  retired  to  his  beautifully  furnished 
offices  in  the  Michau  block.  He  has  done 
everything  in  his  power  to  attain  perfection 
in  his  chosen  calling  and  his  knowledge  is 
comprehensive,  exact  and  reliable.  He  is 
very  careful  in  diagnosing  a  case  and  his 
conclusions  are  almost  infallibly  correct.  He 
now  has  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage 
from  among  the  best  class  of  citizens  of 
Maryville  and  splendid  professional  and  fi- 
nancial success  has  attended  his  eflforts. 

Dr.  Allen  was  married  in  Barnard,  Mis- 
souri, October  24,  1878,  to  Miss  Sally  Mc- 
Farland,   a  daughter   of  John   McFarland, 
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A\'h()  emigrated  fn.im  CiishDCton,  Ohio,  to 
Xodaway  county,  in  1866.  Tlieir  marriage 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Fay, 
A^•ho  for  two  years  has  been  a  medical  student 
in  the  Emsworth  Medical  College,  of  St. 
Joseph ;  and  Mabel.  The  Doctor  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities. 
Of  the  Missouri  Valley  Medical  Society  he 
is  a  member,  and  while  he  takes  a  deep  and 
active  interest  in  many  affairs  calculated  to 
be  of  benefit  to  his  community,  his  time  and 
attention  are  chiefly  given  to  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  attained  enviable  distinc- 
tion. 


SOLOMON  R.  GREEX. 

Solomon  R.  Green,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Atchison  county  and 
a  well  known  farmer  of  this  count)',  is  a 
nati\-e  of  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  and 
was  born  October  15,  1840.  He  was  a  son 
of  James  and  Amelia  (Vernard)  Green. 
\\'illiam  Vernard,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  continuing  at  this  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  an  advanced  age 
at  his  home  in  Indiana.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent man  and  filled  several  offices  with  dig- 
nity and  credit.  He  had  two  children^ 
Amelia,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  and 
Mariah,  who  married  J.  Wade. 

James  Green,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
married  when  comparatively  young  and 
settled  in  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  where 
lie  began  farming.  In  1841  he  started  west 
and  spent  the  following  winter  in  Illinois. 
In  1842  he  reached  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  exchanged  his  ox  team  and 


wagon  for  a  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  There  were  no  improx-ements  on  the 
claim  save  a  rude  log  cabin,  but  after  set- 
tling on  the  place  he  began  farming.  Hav- 
ing considerable  money  in  Indiana,  which 
he  received  for  his  farm,  that  he  had  sold, 
and  wishing  to  obtain  the  mone}-,  he  ac- 
cordingly set  out  on  foot  to  reach  his  old 
home.  At  that  time  there  was  no  other  w^ay 
of  returning  to  Indiana  save  Ijy  boat,  and 
after  making  the  trip  he  bought  another 
farm,  which  he  improved  and  then  sold. 
He  always  retained  the  original  homestead, 
and  it  was  there  he  passed  his  last  days, 
\ihere  he  was  honored  and  respected  by  all. 
He  had  undergone  all  the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  was  at  all  times  a  faithful 
and  willing  worker.  Up  to  the  time  he  had 
settled  in  Missouri  he  had  been  of  the  Oitaker 
faith;  but  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  held  in  his 
home  he  was  converted  to  their  faith,  and 
continued  a  member  of  that  church  to  the 
end  of  his  days.  His  death  occurred  in 
1879,  and  his  wife  died  in  1865.  Their 
children  were :  Nancy  A. ;  William,  who 
served  in  Price's  army  for  a  short  time; 
Solomon  R.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
]\Iartin,  who  also  served  in  Price's  army,  but 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  went  to  Kansas,  where 
he  entered  the  federal  service,  and  finally 
was  killed  in  battle;  and  Sarah,  now  Mrs. 
Combs. 

Solomon  R.  Green,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remaiped  with  his  parents  until 
grown,  and  he,  too,  saw  much  privation  and 
many  hardships  during  those  early  days. 
He  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  tells  many 
interesting  stories  of  his  experiences  with 
the  gun.  In  1867  he  located  where  he  now 
lives  and  where  lie  had  bought  an  cightv- 
acre  tract  of  land,  and  began  his  struggles 
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in  life  in  earnest.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, and  it  has  only  been  through  hard 
work  and  ])erse\erance  that  he  has  succeedetl. 
f  )n  settling  in  tliis  locality  there  were  but 
three  neighbors,  and  nothing  but  a  vast 
prairie  for  miles  around.  The  grass  was 
good  for  grazing,  and  .Mr.  Green  took  up 
stock  raising  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  has  gradually  added  more  to  his  pos- 
sessions each  year,  and  is  at  present  the 
owner  of  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  be- 
sides his  homestead.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  though  he  has  never  Jispired  to  po- 
litical preferment. 

Air.  Green  married  Xancy  I\l.  Wright, 
who  was  born  in  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Jane  Wright.  Robert  Wright  was 
originally  from  Pennsylvania,  but  for  many 
}ears  lived  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa.  In 
1850  he  took  the  gold  fever  and  went  to 
California,  where  he  engaged  in  mining. 
He  was  in  possession  ui  a  very  \aluable 
claim,  but  was  obliged  to  leave,  on  receiving 
word  that  his  wife  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
He  returned  in  1850  and  never  went  again 
to  California.  He  carried  on  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  His 
wife  died  in  1885.  He  left  a  large  estate. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  John,  of  Colorado; 
George,  of  California;  Airs.  Klma  Bascoe; 
Emily;  Xancy,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Ida; 
\'ada;  and  Robert,  of  Xebraska. 

-Mr.  and  Airs.  Wright  have  been  blessed 
with  nine  children,  whose  names  are :  Ida. 
who  married  J.  Pearce;  Alartin;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  E.  Proud;  Randolph,  a  school 
teacher ;  .Arthur ;  George ;  Ethel ;  Dora,  the 
wife  of  B.  F.  Sharj);  and  Solomon.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church.  Two  of  the  sons  are 
members  of  the  Alasonic  fraternitv. 


J.VCOB  LIXEBAUGH. 

One  (if  the  most  extensive  land-owners- 
of  Xotlawa}-  county  is  Jacoli  Einebaugh, 
who  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  He  be- 
longs to  that  class  of  representative  .Ameri- 
can citizens  who  owe  their  success  to  their 
own  efforts,  whose  labors  have  been  dili- 
gently prosecuted  and  whose  energies  have 
been  directed  along  well  defined  lines  of 
labor.  In  this  manner  he  has  continued  in- 
creasing his  capital  and  to-day  he  stands 
among  the  most  affluent  residents  of  th.at 
communitv  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well 
earned  rest.. 

Air.  Einebaugh  was  born  Januar}-  13, 
1829,  in  Tennessee,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Greene  county.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Tucker)  Einebaugh,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Einebaugh,  Sr., 
removed  from  the  Keystone  state  to  In- 
diana, becoming  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  the  locality  in  which  he  located.  The 
father  t)f  our  subject  removed  with  his  fam 
iiy  to  Indiana,  where  the  mother  dieil.  At 
an  early  period  in  the  development  of  Iowa 
he  became  a  resident  of  Page  count)-,  that 
state,  where  his  death  occurred,  at  the  ag« 
of  sixty-three  years.  Throughout  his  en- 
tire life  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
and  in  that  way  provided  for  his  family.  He 
had  six  children,  but  only  two  are  now  liv- 
ing— Abram  and  Jacob. 

The  latter  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  with  their  chil- 
dren to  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  where  he 
v.as  reared  to  manhood.  He  was  early 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy 
upon  the  home  farm  and  from  an  early  age 
assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields.  In 
1850,  two  years  after  the  arrival  of  his  father 
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in  Iowa,  he  emigrated  to  tliat  state,  locating 
in  Page  county  before  it  was  organized.  He 
there  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  and  when 
it  came  into  market  entcrctl  his  claim.  In 
the  work  of  reclaiming  the  section  fur  pur- 
poses of  civilization  he  bore  an  acti\t'  part 
and  became  (uie  of  the  founders  of  the 
county.  He  aided  in  its  organization  and  in 
other  ways  was  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests, there  residing  until  about  1860, 
when  he  removed  to  Xodaway  county, 
Missouri.  He  was  married  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Gray,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  a  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin and  Xancy  (Langtry)  Gray.  Her 
father  was  a  nati\-e  of  North  Carolina  and 
was  a  son  of  William  JNIartin.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Nodaway  county,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  nearly  eighty-six  }-ears,  and  his 
widow  is  now  li\ing  with  our  sulijcct,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-nine.  Mrs.  Linebaugh's 
great-grandfather  was  one  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary heroes  who  valiantly  fought  for  the 
independence  of  the  nation,  and  in  the  strug- 
gle was  wounded.  Her  people  ha\e  all  been 
farmers,  li\-ing  (juiet,  industrious  and  hon- 
orable lives.  She  was  one  of  twelve  chil- 
den.  I)ut  only  six  are  now  living. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linebaugh  ha\'e  Ijeen 
born  seven  children,  four  of  whom  survive: 
W'illiam  Jefferson  is  married  and  has  one 
child.  Sarah  J.,  their  eldest  child,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  seven  children.  Julia  A.,  is  the 
next  of  the  family.  Marietta  is  married  and 
has  two  children  and  has  lost  one.  Francis 
M.,  their  eldest  son,  was  married  and  at  his 
death  left  a  wife  and  one  child.  He  was  one 
of  the  young  representative  farmers  of  the 
community,  active  and  enterprising  in  busi- 
ness and  honorable  in  all  life's  relations.  He 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him 
for  his  upright  life  and  in  his  death  Noda- 


way county  lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 
He  was  taken  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  he 
left  to  the  family  an  untarnished  name.  The 
others  who  have  passed  away  are  Martha 
Ella  and  Martin  E. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Linebaugh  was  ac- 
ti\ely  connecteil  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Nodaway  count}'.  From  time  to  time  he 
added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  sixteen  hundred  acres  of 
land,  which  made  him  one  of  the  extensive 
realty  holders  in  this  community.  He  placed 
much  of  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  the  well-tilled  fields  brought  to  him  a 
good  income.  He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  everything  about  his  place  denoted 
his  careful  supervision  and  care  as  well  as 
his  progressive  and  practical  methods.  Of 
recent  years,  however,  he  has  lived  retired. 
Formerly  he  raised  stock  and  grain  on  an 
extensive  scale,  but  with  a  handsome  com- 
petence to  supph'  him  with  all  of  the  neces- 
sities and  comforts  of  life  he  put  aside  busi- 
ness cares,  leaving  to  younger  shoulder:* 
the  burdens  which  he  had  long  borne.  In. 
business  matters  he  showed  keen  discrimin- 
ation and  soiuid  jutlgment,  and  these  Cjuali- 
ties,  combined  with  his  unfaltering  energy,, 
led  to  his  success.  He  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  J.  K.  l\ilk  and  is  now  an. 
earnest  stipporter  of  the  Democratic  i)arty. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  nearly  all  of  the  fam- 
ily are  identified  with  that  religious  organ- 
ization. Jacol)  Linebaugh  and  his  wife  arc 
well  known  in  n<irthwestern  Alissouri,  and 
no  one  has  ever  been  liearil  to  say  aught 
against  them.  His  name  is  a  synonym  for 
honesty  in  all  business  dealings,  and  in  every 
relation  of  life  he  has  been  prompted  by 
man!}'  princii)le  and  by  a  true  spirit  o£ 
ChristianitN'. 
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ELI   P.   XESBITT,   M.   D. 

Dr.  Nesbitt  is  one  of  the  younger  rep- 
resentatives of  the  medical  fraternity  in 
Xodaway  county,  yet  his  youth  seems  no  bar 
to  his  progress  and  his  success,  for  he  has 
already  gained  a  reputation  and  a  higli 
standing  that  many  an  older  practitioner 
miglit  well  envy.  He  was  born  in  Caldwell 
county,  Missouri,  December  25.  1873,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  W.  Nesbitt,  one  of  the 
leading  fruit  farmers  of  Andrew  county, 
lylissouri.  His  father  came  to  this  state  in 
i860,  following  farming  in  Caldwell  coun- 
ty until  1882,  v.hen  he  removed  to  Andrew 
county.  He  was  born  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  in  1838,  a  son  of  George  Xesbitt,  Sr.. 
who  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Buckeye  state.  On  removing  to  the  por- 
tion of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi 
George  W.  Xesbitt  took  up  his  abode  in 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  v.here  he  made  liis  home 
until  the  year  of  his  arrival  in  ^lissouri. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Cates,  a  native  of  Ray  county,  this  state, 
who  died  in  1897.  Their  children  are: 
Edith,  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  L:  Crowson,  of 
Pickering.  ^lissouri ;  Kate,  who  is  living 
in  Andrew  county;  Eli  Paulus,  our  subject; 
Florence  and  Pleasant,  who  are  students  in 
the  Missouri  State  University;  Xellie,  who 
completed  the  high-school  course  in  St. 
Joseph,  ^Missouri,  in  1900;  and  Ethel,  who 
is  a  sophomore  in  the  same  institution. 

The  Doctor  acquired  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  Chillicothe  normal  school,  un- 
der Professor  Allen  Moore,  and  read  medi- 
cine under  Professor  Senor,  one  of  the  facul- 
ty of  the  Central  Medical  College,  at  St. 
Joseph.  In  1894  he  matriculated  in  that 
college,  completing  the  regular  course  in 
three    years    and   winning  his   diploma   in 


1897.  On  the  23th  of  ]May  of  that  year 
he  opened  his  office  in  Gaynor,  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  Dr.  Ream,  of  Maryville.  He  has 
gained  here  a  large  and  constantly  growing 
practice  and  his  business  is  of  a  desirable 
character,  bringing  to  him  a  good  remunera- 
tion. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Gaynor,  in 
December,  1899,  to  Alice,  a  daughter  of 
Mrs.  !Mary  J.  Davis.  His  interest  in  frater- 
nities extends  to  membership  in  the  Modern 
\\'oodmen  of  America,  and  he  represents  in 
his  professional  capacity  the  Prudential  In- 
surance Company  of  America  and  the  Mar- 
shalltown  Insurance  Company,  of  ]SIarshall- 
town,  Iowa.  The  Xesbitt  family  is  well 
known  in  politics  for  its  adherence  to 
Democracy.  Xone  of  its  members  have 
sought  or  held  office,  but  as  citizens  have 
given  their  aid  to  its  work  at  primaries  and 
county  conventions.  This  is  practically  true 
of  the  Doctor,  who  does  what  he  can  to  aid 
the  cause,  }-et  without  effort  at  show  or  de- 
sire for  political  preferment. 


PROFESSOR  DAXIEL  E.  BIRD. 

Prominent  in  educational  circles,  highly 
respected  as  a  citizen  and  at  present  head 
clerk  in  "The  Main  Line"  at  Graham,  Mis- 
souri, is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears 
a:  the  opening  of  this  sketch,  A  gentleman 
of  cordial  and  pleasing  manners,  an  active 
worker  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  de- 
velopment and  advancement  of  the  schools 
and  town  in  which  he  resides,  he  is  a  man  of 
whom  any  town  might  well  be  proud.  Pro- 
fessor Bird  is  a  native  of  Green  township, 
Xodaway  county,  having  been  liorn  March 
6,  1873,  a  son  of  John  L.  and  Rosanna 
(Murphy)  Bird. 
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Jacol)  Bird,  the  graiulfather  i>f  our  snl)- 
iect,  was  (ine  of  the  first  settlers  and  [)riini- 
iricnt  land  hohlers  of  Xodaway  county. 
John  L.  Bird  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but 
Avas  for  man\-  years  a  resilient  of  Blinois, 
^■raduating  at  Lombard  Uiii\'ersity.  He 
came  from  Peoria  county  to  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, where  he  has  been  engaged  in  clerking 
and  general  merchandise  business.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Bird  is  an  ardent  Democrat. 
He  and  his  wife  were  raised  under  the  old 
Presbyterian  creed.  Rosanna  ]\Iurph}-  Bird, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  county,  Penn.sylvania,  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Murphy,  who  was  of  Irish  ex- 
traction. Mrs.  Bird  was  reared  and  edu- 
■cated  in  her  native  state  and  removed  to 
Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1868.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  our  subject  being  the 
third  child  of  the  family. 

D.  E.  Bird,  in  early  life,  began  to  at- 
tend the  schools  of  Xodaway  county,  and 
later  became  a  student  at  the  Maryville 
Seminar)'.  He  is  now  an  under-graduate  of 
the  University  of  Columbia,  Missouri,  which 
he  attended  in  1897  and  1898.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  began  teaching  school, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  this  work  ever 
since,  also  giving  much  time  to  the  study  of 
law.  Professor  Bird  has  followed  in  his 
father's  belief,  and  is  an  active  worker  of  the 
Democratic  party,  having  been  a  delegate 
to  county,  senatorial  and  state  conventions. 
He  was  an  active  and  zealous  worker  even 
before  attaining  his  majority.  Pie  is  one  of 
the  best  informed  and  greatest  workers  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge,  having  held  schools 
of  instruction,  and  is  recognized  as  author- 
ity on  (|uestions  of  law  and  the  secret  work 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  past  grand  cjf 
Comet  Lodge,  No,  284,  of  Quitman,  being 


the  youngest  man   in   his  district    at    that 
time  to  recei\'e  that  degree. 

Professor  Bird,  by  his  close  application 
to  study,  his  untiring  energy  and  efiforts  in 
the  educational  line,  has  won  for  himself 
a  name  which  an\'  older  man  might  be 
glad  to  attain,  and,  as  he  is  a  young  man 
has  the  prospects  of  a  very  rich  and  fruitful 
career. 


ELI.VS  D.  OREAR. 

Elias  D.  Orear  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  jMary\'ille.  where  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent,  influential  and 
representative  citizens.  He  belongs  to  an 
early  family  of  X'odaway  county,  and  no 
man  in  Maryville  has  been  more  actively 
or  honorably  connected  with  the  upbuilding 
and  progress  of  the  city  than  his  father, 
William  C.  Orear. 

The  latter  was  born  in  Hem-y  cotmty, 
\'irg'inia,  September  20,  1816,  and  died  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1898.  No  adequate  memo- 
rial of  William  C.  Orear  can  be  written  un- 
til many  of  the  useful  enterprises  with  which 
he  was  connected  have  completed  their  full 
measure  of  gO(jd  in  the  world.  He  spent  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  upon  a  farm;  his 
time  being  largely  occupied  with  the  duties 
and  labors  of  the  fields  to  the  exclusion  of 
opportunities  for  securing  an  education. 
His  father,  John  Orear,  was  a  man  in 
moderate  circumstances,  and  on  leaving  the 
Old  Dominion  removed  to  Randolph  county, 
Missouri,  where  his  children  were  reared. 
When  William  C.  Orear  left  home  he  made 
his  way  to  eastern  Iowa  and  was  employed  in 
the  lead  mines  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
During  his  resilience  there  he  wedded  Mary 
Wilcox,  whose  parents  were  from  Roches- 
ter, New  York. 
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After  liis  marriage  he  returned  tu  Car- 
roll ciiunty.  Missouri,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
fariiiiuq;  ()])erations  tliere  accumulated  a 
small  capital,  which  he  in\ested  in  a  mer- 
cantile Inisines.-,  in  Mary\ille.  in  1856.  The 
year  previous  lie  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm 
just  east  of  the  city,  but  determining  to  enter 
commercial  life  he  severed  his  connection 
with  agricultural  pursuits  antl  purchased  a 
small  general  stock  of  goods.  He  had  no  ex- 
perience behind  the  counter.  ha\-ing  been 
reared  upon  the  farm,  where  he  also  accumu- 
lated his  capital.  Entering  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Jester  they  conducted  business  for 
a  short  time,  when  by  nunual  consent  the 
partnership  was  dissohetl,  Mr.  Orear  re- 
maining as  the  proprietor  of  the  store.  Sonic 
years  later  he  formed  another  partnership, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Jenkins, 
Torrance  it  Orear.  From  1856  until  1870 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
leading  representati\es  of  commercial  inter- 
ests in  this  city  and  controlled  a  constantly 
increasing  trade,  his  lilieral  patronage  be- 
ing accorded  him  as  a  result  of  liis  well  di- 
rected etYorts,  his  uniform  courtesy  to  his 
patrons  and  his  honorable  dealing.  In  the 
latter  year,  however,  he  sold  his  stock  and 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  honored  retire- 
ment  from  Inisiness  cares. 

lie  was  one  of  the  Iniilders  of  the  Ar- 
lington, now  Ream  Motel,  the  first  good 
hotel  erected  in  Maryville,  and  erected  in- 
dividually the  business  block  at  Nos.  105-6 
north  of  the  square.  He  owned  much  prop- 
erty in  Maryville,  and  the  contn>l  of  his 
real  estate  made  sufficient  demand  ui)on  his 
time  and  energies  during  the  latter  years 
<if  his  life.  His  word  was  as  good  as  any 
bond  that  was  ever  solemnized  by  signature 
or  seal,  and  in  the  years  of  his  K)ng  and 
active  career  he  maintained  an  unassailable 


reputation  in  Ijusiness  circles.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  religious  work  and  was  an 
earnest  and  zealous  member  of  the  Meth 
odist  church,  serving  for  many  years  as  a 
trustee  of  the  South  Methodist  Episcopal 
churcli.  He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in 
erecting  their  present  fine  house  of  worship. 
When  very  young  he  became  a  follower  of 
the  Christian  religion  and  made  its  precepts 
a  part  of  his  daily  life.  His  wife  died  in 
Maryville.  in  1886,  and  their  two  children. 
Mrs.  Laura  A.  Beal  and  Elias,  still  survive 
and  are  residents  of  this  city.  Mr.  Orear's 
benevolence  was  unostentatious  and  genuine, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  story  of  his  life 
to  show  that  he  e\er  for  a  moment  sought  to 
compass  a  given  end  I'or  the  purpose  of 
exalting  himself. 

Elias  D.  Orear,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  born  in  Iowa,  December 
2,  1846,  yet  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  this  city,  whither  he  came 
with  liis  parents  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 
Here  he  was  reared  and  educated  and  en- 
tered upon  his  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  Dr.  MuUholland,  with  whom 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  entered  his 
father's  store  and  gained  an  experience 
which  made  his  after  life  so  successful. 
Upon  his  father's  retirement  from  business 
in  1870  he  became  a  member  of  the  grocery 
lirm  (.if  Stinsein  &  Orear.  carrying  on  busi- 
ness on  the  west  side  of  the  square,  where 
the  Bacon  dry-goods  store  now  stands. 
Theirs  was  one  of  the  leading  grocery 
houses  of  Maryville,  and  the  firm  continued 
in  active  business  for  five  years.  Mr.  Orear 
is  now  living  retired,  save  for  the  energy 
which  he  devotes  to  the  control  of  his  in- 
vestments. He  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Maryville  National  I'.ank,  has  some 
farming  interests  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
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property  liolders   in   the   city   wliicli   is  liis 
home. 

In  1877  Mr.  Orear  was  united  in  mar- 
rlas;e  to  Miss  May  B.  Nelson,  and  their 
union  has  heen  Ijlessed  with  two  daugiiters 
— May  and  }>eulah.  Like  liis  fatlier,  Mr. 
Orear  has  never  taken  an  actixe  interest  in 
jxihticai  affairs,  Imt  is  a  lca(Hn^-  worker  and 
faithful  nienilicr  uf  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
-church,  South,  of  which  he  is  serving  as  a 
trustee.  He  is  also  a  past  strand  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge.  It  is  but  just  and  merited 
])raise  to  say  that  as  a  business  man  he  ranks 
\\ith  the  ablest :  as  a  citizen  he  is  honorable. 
])ronii)t  and  true  to  every  engagement;  and 
iis  a  man  he  is  honored  and  esteemed  by  all 
classes  of  jieople. 


WILIJAM  H.  P.AILKV. 

William  H.  Bailey,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Bailey  &  George,  hardware  mer- 
chants of  Hopkins,  has  resided  in  Nodaway 
county  for  a  com])aratively  short  time,  the 
year  of  his  arri\al  being  1S94,  but  during 
his  residence  here  he  has  gained  a  place 
among  the  most  substantial  citizens  and  his 
worth  is  well  known. 

r^lr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Tennessee,  January  29,  1855.  His  father, 
IMiles  Bailey,  was  born  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  same  state  and  died  in  1861,  at 
the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  His  wife,  who 
Ixire  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Ewing.  was 
also  a  native  of  eastern  Tennessee  and  died 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  .seventy-six,  her  birth 
haxMiig  occurred  in  18 ro.  TJttle  is  known 
of  the  ancestral  history  of  the  famil)-,  save 
that  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  Virginian.  iVliles  l'>aile\-  was  a 
farmer  and  spent  the  greater  i)art  of  his  life 
in  Iowa.    He  reared  a  small  family,  of  whom 


two  are  yet  living.  His  children  who  reared 
families  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Baxter  Wooldridge,  of 
Hopkins,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  lead- 
ing clothing  and  dry-goods  house  of  the 
town  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  Dem- 
ocrats of  Nodaway  county.  His  two  sons, 
Ed  and  Fred  Wooldridge,  are  associated 
with  their  father  in  the  conduct  of  his  mer- 
cantile interests.  The  former  married  Miss 
Ella  Torrance  and  they  have  two  children — 
Dan  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Laura  Law,  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Dr.  Law,  was  the  second 
child  of  the  family  of  Miles  Bailey.  She 
died  in  Liberty  Center,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren— Lora,  the  wife  of  Charles  l"ry.  of 
Hopkins;  Eugene,  of  St.  Louis;  and  Louella, 
the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  K.  Allen,  who 
was  at  one  time  a  leading  merchant  of  Hop- 
kins. 

William  H.  Bailey  was  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family  who  reached  maturity. 
He  entered  upon  his  business  career  in 
Unionville,  Iowa,  where  his  father  had  lo- 
cated in  1857.  That  town  and  Moulton 
provided  the  schools  in  which  he  acquired 
his  education.  When  he  approached  the  age 
of  business  preparation  he  made  clu)ice  of 
the  tinner's  trade  as  a  means  of  livelihood 
and  learned  that  business  under  the  direction 
of  S.  C.  Sloss.  Completing  bis  four  years' 
apprenticeship  he  afterward  spent  six  months 
with  the  firm  of  Scott  &  Bliss,  jobbers  in 
the  same  town.  Returning  to  L'nion\-illi 
he  was  married,  in  1877,  and  was  elected 
constable,  filling  that  office  and  the  position 
of  deputy  sheriff  for  two  years.  During  the 
following  year  and  a  half  he  engaged  in 
b.uying  stock  near  Hopkins. 

A  desire  to  see  the  northwest  led  to  his 
removal  to  Deadwood,  Dakota,  where  ho 
became  wagon  boss  of  a   freighting  outfit 
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running  between  that  city  and  Pierre,  South 
Dakota,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles. 
The  outfit  consisted  of  thirty-one  wagons 
and  ninety  head  of  cattle.     The  three  years 
spent  in  the  latter  place  proved  a  profitable 
period  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Bailey.    On  aban- 
doning his  position  he  spent  a  year  and  a  half 
in  Huron.  Soutli  Dakota,  where  he  returned  , 
to  his  trade,  being  employed  in  the  tin  shop  i 
of  Brown  &  Stiver.     Subsequently  he  lo-  ] 
cated  in  Arlington,  South  Dakota,  where  he  i 
became  a  leading  man  in  the  employ  of  A. 
D.   Maxwell,  a  hardware    merchant,    with 
whom  he  was  associated  for  eight  years,  on 
the  expiration  of  which  time  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Mullins,  forming  the 
firm  of  Mullins  &  Bailey,  and  together  they  j 
conducted  a  hardware  business  in  Headland, 
South  Dakota,  for  eighteen  months.     Mr. 
Bailey  then  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that 
town  and  journeyed  to  the  Pacific  coast,  lo-  ' 
eating  in  Portland,  Oregon.    In  that  city  he. 
was  employed  by  \arious  firms  as  a  tinner, 
and  while  traversing  his  path  eastward  he  ' 
was  located  for  a  time  in  Elmore  and  Am-  | 
boy,  Minnesota,  having  charge  of  a  shop  at  ' 
the  latter  point.     On  again  reaching  Iowa 
he  took  up  his  abode  at  Creston,  where  he 
entered  upon   the  management  of   the  tin 
shop   of  Thomas  &   Daugherty,    remaming 
with  that  firm  until  1894,  when  he  located 
in  Hopkins.     Here  he  conducted  a  repair  ! 
shop  for  four  years  and  later  established  his  I 
hardware  store,  subsequently  adding  a  stock 
of  furniture  and  implements.     In  January,  i 
1899,  James  X.  George  was  admitted  to  a  , 
partnership  and  the  firm  of  Bailey  &  George 
has  since  carried  on  business,  with  gratify- 
ing success. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  been  twice  married.    On  i 
the  26th  of  April,   1877,  he  married  Miss 
Mamie  Xash,  and  unto  them  were  born  two 


children.  Georgie  and  Fred.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  chose  Miss  Annie  Onstead.  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Onstead.  of  Sioux 
Falls,  Dakota.  Their  marriage  occurred 
February  4.  1883.  and  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children,  namely :  Oates,  May,  Min- 
nie, Frankie,  Lou,  Milo  and  Clemi.  Pleny 
and  William  are  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  Democrat. 
His  forefathers  were  all  Republicans  but 
a  friendly  interest  in  the  white  metal  and 
a  desire  for  its  reinstatement  as  primary 
money  led  him  into  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  traveled  extensively  throughout  th» 
north  and  west,  but  is  now  permanently  lo- 
cated in  Hopkins,  where  his  well-directed 
efforts  in  business  affairs  are  bringing  to 
him  a  well-merited  success. 


DA\TD  GORDON. 

David  Gordon  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes  and  has  builded  wisely  and 
well,  being  now  the  possessor  of  a  hand- 
some competence.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  both  Iowa  and  Missouri  and 
for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  his  name 
has  been  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
history  and  advancement  of  this  section  oi 
his  adopted  state.  He  was  born  in  West 
Union,  .\dams  county.  Ohio,  March  31, 
1832,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Gordon,  Sr., 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather.  Bazleah  Gordon,  was  bom  in 
Pennsylvania  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution  and  the  war  of  181 2.  His  great- 
grandfather was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born 
in  the  highlands  and  was  a  representative  of 
a  family  that  long  resided  in  the  land  of  hills 
and  heather.  Among  his  ancestors  were  some 
of  the  celebrated  chiefs  of  the  highlands. 

David  Gordon,   Sr..  was  reared  in  the 
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Keystone  state  and  in  Adam>  ci'inity.  Ohio, 
married  Miss  Christina  \\'ashlmrn.  daughter 
of  Joseph  Washburn,  who  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  a  representative 
of  a  very  prominent  Ohio  family  descended 
from  English  ancestors.  David  and  Chris- 
tina Cordon  became  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  namely:  Bazleah :  John  Br}-ce; 
James,  who  served  in  the  Ci\'il  war  and  now 
resides  in  Marshall  county.  Kansas:  Da\-id ; 
Joseph:  Martin  \:m  Buren:  lieorge  \\'., 
who  was  also  one  of  the  ""boys  in  blue"  and 
is  now  living'  in  Xodaway  county,  Missouri : 
Eleanor,  of  \'illisca,  Iowa;  Rebecca;  Jane; 
Mary  Ann ;  ilatilda,  of  ]\Iarshall  county, 
Kansas:  and  Elizabeth,  of  Mar}-vi]le,  [Mis- 
souri. The  father  died  in  Adams  county. 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  hfty-six  years.  He  had 
folliiwcd  farming  as  his  life  work,  thereby 
I)ro\i(ling  for  his  family.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  Democracy.  His  wife, 
long  surviving  him,  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years,  having  spent  her  last 
days  in  the  home  of  our  subject.  She  re- 
tained her  vigor  up  to  the  last  and  a  short 
tune  before  her  death  could  walk  four  miles 
and  back.  She  held  membership  in  the 
]\lethodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  an 
earnest  Christian  woman  \vhose  children  rose 
up  and  called  her  blessed. 

David  Gordcju  lived  the  quiet  life  of  the 
farmer  boy  who  assists  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  fields  and  the  work  of  the  meadows,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
In  1856  he  became  a  resident  of  Adams 
county.  Iow;i.  li\-ing  on  the  Xudaway  river 
among  the  earl_\-  settlers  of  that  portion  of 
of  the  country.  The  Indians  were  still  in  the 
wild  western  district  and  here  the  lover  of 
the  chase  liad  rimple  o])portu;iily  t.i  indulge 
his  taste,  for  deer  were  often  seen  and  the 
wolves  frequently  made  the  night  hideous 


with  their  howling.  The  work  r)f  improve- 
ment and  ])rogress  seemed  scarcely  begun 
and  the  settlers  living  in  the  log  cabins  en- 
dured many  of  the  hardships  and  trials  which 
are  common  to  life  on  the  frontier. 

^Ir.  Gordon  remained  in  Adams  county 
for  ten  years  and  then  came  to  Atchison 
county,  locating  near  Phelps  City,  where  he 
aitled  in  opening  up  a  farm  at  Center  (irove 
for  the  l')artlett  Brothers  in  1876.  He  is  to- 
day one  of  the  most  extensive  land-owners 
ill  the  county.  He  first  became  the  owner 
of  a  tract  of  wild  prairie,  and  to  this  he 
has  added  until  his  farm  in  Lincoln  town- 
ship now  comprises  four  hundred  and  h\e 
acres  of  rich  land,  making  him  one  of  the 
most  extensive  realty  holders  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  state.  His  residence  is  favorably 
located  and  is  a  commodious  and  convenient 
home.  In  the  rear  stand  a  big  barn,  sheds 
and  other  necessary  outbuildings,  and  a 
v.indmill  is  the  motive  power  for  the  water 
supply.  Pastures,  meadows  and  plowed 
lands  are  all  in  good  shape  and  indicate  the 
careful  supervision  of  the  progressi\e  owner 
whose  methods  are  practical. 

[Mr.  Gordon  was  married  in  Atlams 
county.  Ohio,  to  Miss  Lydia  Ann  Ellis,  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Clayborn  and  Betsey  (White)  Ellis.  The 
marriage  i-)f  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
blessed  with  seven  children,  of  whom  five 
are  yet  living,  namely;  A.  B.,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Colfax  township,  Atchison  comity ; 
Xelson  Clay,  who  spends  his  time  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Alaska;  Thirza  Letitia,  the  wife 
of  Holland  Coddle,  of  Lincoln  township; 
Ann  [Marie,  the  wife  of  George  C.  Ward, 
of  Nebraska;  Elsie  Irene,  the  wife  of 
Wheeler  Donahue,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead  farm;  and  Jessie  and  Ida.  who 
are  deceased.     Mrs.  Gordon  was  a  faithful 
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aijd  devoted  wife  and  mother,  a  kind  neigh- 
bor and  a  consistent  friend,  and  her  many 
excellencies  of  character  endeared  her  to 
all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  In  1872, 
after  her  decease.  Mr.  (inrdon  was  again 
married,  his  second  uninn  heing  with  Miss 
I'lvelina  Bryan,  a  lady  n{  intelligence  and  cul- 
ture, born  in  Adams  county.  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Colo!iel  George  Bryan,  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  born 
in  Pennsylvaaia  and  married  !Miss  Sarah 
Porter,  a  native  of  Maryland.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his  wife 
])assed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Both 
■were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  No  cmldren  were  Lorn  of  Mr.  Go*- 
<lon's  second  marriage.  He  has  some  grand- 
children, however,  Mrs.  Donahue  being  the 
mother  of  two  children, — Xellie  and  Walter, 
— while  Mrs.  Coddle  has  three  children, — ■ 
Clarence,  Sylvia  and  Pearl. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  (iordon  is  a  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  and  has  ser\'ed  as  an 
e'der  in  his  church  for  a  number  of  years. 
Pie  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  for  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 
The  Gordon  home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality 
and  the  latchstring  of  his  door,  figuratively 
speaking,  always  hangs  out.  The  poor  and 
needy  find  in  our  subject  and  his  wife  warm 
friends,  and  the  hungry  are  never  turned 
from  their  door  unsui)plicd.  In  business  cir- 
cles Mr.  Gordon  sustains  an  unassailable 
reputation  for  integrity  and  trustworthiness. 
His  frank  and  genial  manner  has  won  him 
many  friends  and  he  is  esteemed  a  valued 
resident   of   .\tchison   county. 


ELIJAH  M.   BAILEY. 
The  life  story  of  this  prominent  citizen  is 
that  of  a  hard-working  farmer,  whose  honest 
efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success.    It 


would  be  interesting  even  if  it  were  not 
unique  as  presenting  the  record  of  a  re- 
pentent  secessionist,  who,  after  three  years' 
arduous  service  for  the  "lost  cause,"  risked 
his  life  in  the  final  year  of  the  war  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union,  wearing  the  blue  as 
proudly  as  he  had  worn  the  gray,  and  prov- 
ing himself  every  inch  a  soldier,  under  lx)th 
flags. 

Elijah  M.  Bailey  was  l)orn  in  Burke 
county,  North  Carolina,  February  22.  1842. 
His  father  was  Joel  Bailey,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  that  state.  The  wife  of  Joel  Bailey 
was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Cirley,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina  and  of  Irish  ancestry.  He 
wzs,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  one  of  those 
bra\'e  men,  who,  loving  liberty  more  than 
life,  saved  for  us  and  gave  to  us  our  coun- 
try. In  1850  Joel  Bailey  and  his  wife  came 
on  a  flatboat  from  Paducah.  Kentucky  (to 
which  place  they  had  traveled  overland  front 
North  Carolina),  by  way  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio;  and 
up  the  Missouri  by  steamboat  to  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri.  Here  they  lived  for  a  short  time 
then  removed  to  Platte  county,  Missouri, 
and  in  1855  to  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway 
county,  and  settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  government  land.  The  wife,  Nancy 
C.  Bailey,  a  devout  Methodist,  died  in  1864, 
in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  Joel  Bailey,  a  lifelong  farmer, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  at  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas.  He  was  a  Republican  and 
a  strong  Union  man  from  i86r.  Joel  and 
Nancy  (Cirley)  Bailey  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, viz. :  Larkin,  deceased ;  William  Riley, 
deceased;  Franklin,  of  Stone  county,  Mis- 
souri; James,  a  resident  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, well  known  and  respected,  who  served 
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in  the  Union  army ;  Sally  Silencer,  deceased ; 
Fidela,  who  died  in  childhood ;  Polly  Si- 
rena,  deceased;  Elijah  Mitchell,  the  subject 
■of  this  notice;  Nancy  Clarissa  Blunt,  of 
Oklahoma;  and  Bird  and  Joel,  both  dead. 

Elijah  ]\I.  Bailey  was  eight  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  Missouri  and 
twehe  when  they  settled  in  this  county. 
Here  he  grew  up  amitl  the  wild  surround- 
ings familiar  to  early  settlers,  no  improve- 
ments of  the  moilern  civilization  having 
been  introduced  then.  His  education  was 
gained  not  from  attending  public  school  but 
from  study  at  home,  travel,  observation  and 
experience  in  the  army.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  Confeder- 
ate service,  in  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 
His  company,  B,  was  organized  by  T.  J. 
McQuittie,  who  was  the  sheriff  of  Noda- 
way county,  but  resigned  that  office,  or- 
ganized this  company  and  served  as  its 
captain.  The  company  was  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Blue  Mills  and  Lexington.  Mis- 
souri, and  other  minor  engagements  in  this 
state,  and  at  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas.  It  after- 
v.ard  took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Corinth 
and  later  started  for  Shiloh  to  engage  in 
that  battle,  but  did  not  arrive  until  too  late. 
The  command  went  down  the  Mississippi, 
and  Mr.  Bailey  again  fought  at  Farming- 
ton,  and  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  and 
again  at  the  second  battle  of  Corinth.  Then 
his  command  was  at  Port  Gibson  trying  to 
head  off  General  Grant,  but,  retreating,  was 
fought  back  to  Baker's  creek  (or  Champion 
Hills)  and  was  again  in  battle  at  Black 
River  bridge.  At  the  battle  of  Vicksburg, 
July  4,  1863,  Mr.  Bailey  was  taken  prisoner 
and  paroled. 

In  March,  1864,  Mr.  Bailey  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  in  Company  F,  Second 
Missouri  Artillery,  under  Captain  "Flying 


Dutchman,"  and  was  engaged  in  various 
skirmishes  with  guerrillas  or  bushwhackers 
and  fought  in  two  engagements  against 
the  Confederate  troops.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  Union  army  on  June 
(1,  1865,  and  is  now  receiving  a  pension 
from  the  United  States  goxernment  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  Bailey  returned  to  Nodaway  coun- 
ty. Missouri,  after  his  army  experiences, 
and  here  he  has  since  lived.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  18,  1866,  to  Barbara  A.  Pruitt, 
of  Elmo,  who  was  born  in  Coles  county, 
Illinois,  and  came  to  Missouri  when  six 
years  of  age.  Her  father,  Irvin  A.  Pruitt, 
born  in  Indiana,  was  a  well  known  early 
settler  of  Missouri,  who  came  to  Nodaway 
county  in  1856  and  resided  here  until  his 
death  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  Her 
mother  was  Polly  (Dodson)  Pruitt,  born 
in  Tennessee  and  reared  in  that  state  and 
Indiana.  Mrs.  Bailey's  brother,  John  I. 
Pruitt,  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  the 
Third  iNIissouri  Cavalry  and  later  his  name 
was  among  those  recorded  as  "missing;" 
and  the  fact  that  he  has  never  since  been 
heard  of  inclines  his  friends  to  belie\'e  that 
he  was  killed.  I\Irs.  Pruitt.  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  makes  her  home  with  her  only  sur- 
viving child,  Mrs.  Bailey,  and  is  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  know  her.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bailey  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living:  Irvin  A. 
Bailey,  who  married  Emma  Hall  and  re- 
sides in  Lincoln  township;  Clarissa  Lee,  the 
wife  of  Charles  H.  Peer_\-,  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship; Lola  H.,  a  member  of  her  parents' 
household ;  and  James  Bird,  in  his  twenti- 
eth year,  who  lives  at  home.  Those  lost  by 
death  were :  Sarah  Jane,  their  second  child, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months ; 
William  Franklin  (or  Stonewall),  who  was 
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tlie  third  born  and  died  when  twelve  years 
old ;  and  Xancy  Ellen,  their  fifth  child,  who 
died  aged  eighteen  months.  Mrs.  Bailey 
is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 

yiv.  Bailey  has  a  fine  farm  of  two  Inm- 
dred  and  forty  acres,  consisting  of  rich 
bottom  land,  hillside  and  timber.  It  is  im- 
proved and  equipped  for  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  is  a  wheel-horse  of  the  party  and 
a  zealous  worker  for  its  success.  He  was 
the  first  Democratic  constable  elected  in 
Nodaway  county  after  the  close  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county 
under  Henry  Toel  and  other  sheriffs,  and. 
as  such,  in  his  official  capacity,  took  part 
in  the  hanging  of  the  notorious  Talbert 
brothers  at  Alaryville.  In  1900  he  was 
candidate  before  the  convention  for  the  of- 
fice of  sheriff  but  was  defeated  owing  to 
unforseen  conditions.  Mr.  Bailey  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  Xo.  329,  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  of  Elmo.  He  is  a  man  of 
fifty-eiglit  years,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
hard  experiences  of  his  army  life,  holds  his 
age  well.  He  is  well  known  for  his  honesty, 
integrity  and  undaunted  courage,  and  these 
qualities,  together  with  his  frank  and 
cordial  manner,  have  gained  for  him  many 
friends  among  his  fellow  men. 


JOHX  J.  C.  HAYES. 

Among  the  prominent  and  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Atchison  county,  Missouri, 
is  John  J.  C.  Hayes,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  state 
since  1869  and  has  done  much  to  develop 
the  agricultural  interests  of  his  section.  Mr. 
Hayes  was  born  in  Barret:  county ,  Ken- 
tucky, ^larch  7,  1848,  and  was  a  son  oJ 
\\'illiam  and  Sidonia  (Harding)  Hayes,  both 


natives  of  Kentucky,  who  reared  the  follow- 
ing children:  William  H.,  a  farmer  at  Far- 
ragut,  Iowa;  our  subject;  James  T..  de- 
ceased ;  Mrs.  Sidonia  Wilson,  deceased : 
Charles  M.,  deceased;  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Lafol- 
ette,  of  Oklahoma;  Millard  F.,  of  Atchison 
county ;  Mrs.  X^ancy  Phelps,  of  Nebraska ; 
and  .\ugusta  W. 

William  Hayes,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  son  of  William  Hayes,  well- 
known  in  his  native  state  of  Kentucky,  at  an 
early  day.  The  former  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  in  Kentucky,  removing  to  Hok 
county,  ]\Iissouri,  about  185 1.  This  loca- 
tion did  not  please  him  and  six  months  later 
he  went  to  Cass  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
first  rented  land  and  later  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  cultivated  until  1866.  The  lands 
of  Iowa  then  attracted  his  attention  and  lie 
removed  to  Fremont  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased land  and  remained  during  life,  his 
death  occurring  April  30,  1899,  when  he  had 
reached  his  seventy-fourth  year.  He  was 
an  honest,  worthy  citizen  who  accumulated 
a  competence  by  his  own  endea\ors.  He  was 
well  and  favorably  known,  and  was  a  voiy 
prominent  and  useful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  in  which  he  had  filled  every  po- 
sition except  that  of  minister.  The  first  wife 
of  Mr.  Hayes  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hard- 
ing, a  planter  and  owner  of  slaves,  in  Ken- 
tucky, who,  having  lost  heavily  during  the 
Civil  war,  removed  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  about 
1880.  lie  had  married  Sarah  Clemens,  also 
of  Kentucky,  a  good  and  religious  woman. 
Their  family  record  is  as  follows:  Sidonia, 
the  mother  of  our  subject;  James,  John, 
William,  Winfield,  Augustine,  Mary,  Sarah, 
Minnie,  Milia  and  Harriet.  ]\Irs.  Hayes, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  April  14, 
1864.  Her  life  had  been  one  of  good  deetls, 
and  when  her  last  hour  came  she  testified  to 
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tlie  pence  which  was  vouclisafed  for  her.  Mr. 
Hayes  married  Eliza  E.  Bidleman,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1864,  and  tlie  children  of  this  mar- 
riage were  Frank,  Wesley,  Charles,  J.  G., 
Saphronia,  Ida,  and  three  infants  who  passed 
away  in  early  life. 

^Ir.  Hayes,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  at  home  and  recei\"e(.l  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  Red  Oak,  bjwa,  but  in 
1869  came  to  Missouri,  marrying  here  the 
same  year.  He  engaged  in  farming  near 
Fairfa.x,  where  he  rented  some  land,  later 
buying  and  then  selling  several  other  tracts 
and  at  length  returned  to  Iowa.  For  a  time 
he  resided  in  Nebraska,  but  in  1894  he  re- 
turned to  Missouri  and  purchased  the  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  where  he  now 
resides.  There  was  much  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  repairs  when  Mr.  Hayes  took  charge 
of  this  place,  but  he  has  spared  neither  time, 
money  or  labor  in  the  way  of  improvements, 
until  now  he  has  one  of  the  best  equipped 
and  best  cultivated  farms  in  the  county.  His 
buildings,  fences,  orchards  and  ornamental 
trees  and  shrubbery  make  his  farm  one  of  the 
most  attractive  in  the  section.  As  these 
changes  have  been  the  result  of  his'  own  ef- 
forts, our  subject  has  reason  to  be  gratified 
with  them.  He  has  done  a  general  farming 
business,  also  raising  cattle  and  stock.  While 
he  resided  in  Iowa  he  engaged  for  two  years 
in  the  mercantile  business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hayes  took  place 
October  31,  1869,  to  Miss  Margaret  Gil- 
kinson,  a  lady  of  intelligence,  and  a  member 
of  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  family  of  this 
county.  James  Gilkinson,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Hayes,  came  to  Missouri  from  Ken- 
tucky when  but  a  boy,  married  and  reared 
his  family  in  this  county  and  died  here  in 
December,  1877.    -^^  ^'^'^s  an  excellent  man, 


a  good  citizen  and  a  valued  memljer  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  His  chil- 
dren were  John,  Mrs.  Hayes,  Joseph,  and 
Mrs.  Malinda  J.  Sharer.  The  children  Ijorn 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flayes  are  the  following: 
Luella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  James  \\'.,  deceased:  Essa  M..  now 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Roads;  George  A.,  deceased:  1-^1- 
mer  E.,  Herbert  A.  and  Oren  R. 

Mr.  Hayes  is  a  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal opinions,  although  he  has  never  been  a 
seeker  of  office.  Mrs.  Hayes  is  a  valued  and 
consistent  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  where  she  is  recognized  as  a  most 
worthy  and  Christian  woman.  The  family 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  where  the}-  are  so  well 
known. 


A.  B.  GORDON. 

Among  the  substantial  and  progressive 
agriculturists  of  Colfax  township,  Atchison' 
county,  Missouri,  is  numbered  the  gemle- 
man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Adams  county,  Ohio,  on  the  .23d 
of  April,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and 
Lydia  (Ellis)  Gordon,  natives  of  the  same 
county,  who  are  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  During  his  infancy  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Adams  count}-.  Iowa, 
locating  in  the  Nodaway  valley,  near  the 
present  site  of  Villisca.  At  that  ear]\-  day 
Indians  were  still  living  in  that  locality,  and 
wolves,  deer  and  other  wild  game  were  plen- 
tiful. As  the  countr}-  was  sparsely  settled 
his  playmates  \vcre  few  and  his  educational 
privileges  limited,  though  he  i)ursued  his 
studies  for  a  time  in  a  primitive  log  school- 
house.  In  1866  the  family  came  to  Missouri 
and  after  spending  some  time  near  Phelps 
City,  Atchison  county,  they  located  at  Center 


296 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


Grove,  where  the  father  operated  the  farm 
belonging  to  Bartletl  brotliers.  Later  he  re- 
moved til  Lincohi  township,  and  improved 
the  homestead  on  wliich  he  now  resides. 

A.  B.  Gordon  was  reared  to  habits  of 
industry  and  honesty  upon  the  home  farm, 
and  early  became  familiar  with  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  for  a  time,  but  his 
education  is  mostly  of  a  practical  kind,  be- ' 
ing  gained  through  business  experience  and 
his  dealings  with  the  world.  In  1880  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  and  in  his  farming  o}>erations  he  has 
met  with  marked  success,  lieing  now  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  as  rich  land 
as  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  state.  He 
has  a  good  residence,  substantial  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  all  of  the  conveniences  and 
accessories  of  a  model  farm  are  there  found. 
There  is  a  good  orchard  and  a  grove  of 
iorest  trees  uixm  the  place,  and  the  land  is 
divided  into  pastures,  meadows  and  plowed 
fields  by  well  kept  fences. 

Mr.  Gordon  married  Miss  Amanda  Ram- 
sey, who  ijelongs  to  a  good  family  of  Lincoln 
township,  being  a  daughter  of  Rial  and  Hes- 
ter Ramsey.  She  lost  her  mother  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  her  father  at  twen- 
ty-eight years  of  age.  She  is  a  native  of 
Xodaway  county.  Missouri,  and  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  county.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
only  two  are  now  living :  Alva  X.,  aged  four- 
teen years;  and  \'ina  Sybil,  aged  eight. 
Those  deceased  were  Naomi,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year,  and  Jessie  at  the  age  of  itwo. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
ir.  Mr.  Gordon  a  stanch  sup}X)rter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  lalxired  untiringly  for 
its  success.  He  is  connected  with  the  Far- 
mers' Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  his 


wife  is  a  faithful  and  consistent  memljer  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyteriarr  church.  In 
business  affairs  he  has  met  with  well  merited 
success,  and  his  career  has  ever  been  such  as 
to  gain  for  him  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens  in  a  marked  degree.  He 
is  popular  socially  and  his  friends  are  many 
throughout  the  countv. 


T.  \\".   PECK. 


One  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
W'estboro.  Missouri,  who  occupies  the  re- 
resiKinsible  position  of  cashier  of  the  \\  est- 
boro  bank,  is  J.  W.  Peck,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Middlesex  county, 
Canada,  a  son  of  E.  E.  and  Hannah  (Wood- 
hull )  Peck,  both  of  whom  were  residents  of. 
Canada.  E.  E.  Peck  grew  up  and  was  edu- 
cated in  Montreal,  and  his  child|-en  are :  J. 
\\'..  who  is  our  subject:  Mrs.  Eliza  Ware, 
v.ho  lives  in  St.  Louis.  Missouri;  Mrs. 
Emma  Ottvits,  who  resides  in  this  county; 
Frank,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  Ross,  who  re- 
sides in  Fremont,  Nebraska;  Carrie,  who 
married  W".  S.  Gordon  and  resides  in  W'est- 
boro; and  George,  who  resides  in  Lincoln 
township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  was  early  taught  habits  of  hon- 
esty and  industry.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  receiving  his  higher  education 
at  the  Wisconsin  State  University,  later  en- 
tering the  St.  Louis  Law  School,  at  which 
he  graduated  with  honor  in  the  class  of  1881. 
Mr.  Peck  then  located  at  Rockport,  where 
ht  entered  into  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  connection  with  Mr.  McKillop.  a  well- 
known  attorney  of  Rockjx)rt,  Missouri. 

In  1883  our  subject  embarked  in  the 
banking  business,  his  associates  then  lieing 
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J.  L.  Carson,  who  was  president,  now  de- 
ceased ;  M.  McKillop.  wlio  was  vice-presi- 
dent, now  deceased,  and  our  subject  was  the 
casliier.  Since  the  re-organization  of  the 
bank.  D.  M.  McColl  is  tlie  president.  E.  E. 
Peck  is  the  \-ice-i)resident  and  our  subject  is 
the  cashier.  This  liank  is  one  of  the  sohd 
institutions  of  the  county,  has  tiie  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  public  and  does  an  immense 
business. 

In  1883,  our  suliject  married  Miss  Anna 
Lynn,  of  Tarkio,  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement. She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Flora  Lynn,  and  the  fiillnwing  children  have 
been  born  to  ^li'.  and  INIrs.  Peck:  Nellie  G., 
Flora  F.,  E\'eh-ne.  Lizzie.  ^largaret.  Mary, 
and  one  son,  deceased. 

Our  subject  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
tlie  public  affairs  of  the  county  e\-er  since 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  Ijut  his  taste 
has  not  been  for  public  life.  Socially  he  is 
an  active  member  of  the  blue  lod^e,  council 
and  chapter  in  the  ^lasonic  fraternity,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  of  \\  estlioro  where 
they  are  highly  esteemed. 

^Ir.  Peck  has  lately  built  one  of  the  hand- 
somest residences  in  Westboro,  at  a  cost  of 
thirty-fi\e  hundred  dollars.  It  is  of  modern 
structure  and  fitted  up  with  all  the  latest  de- 
vices for  convenience  and  comfort.  Person- 
ally our  subject  is  popular,  possessing  the 
courteous  manner  that  always  wins  friends. 
Pie  is  an  imjxjrtant  factor  in  both  public  and 
social  life  in  W'estlx.iro  and  may  Ije  consid- 
ered a  representati\e  citizen. 


CHARLES  A.  ELLIS,  M.  D. 

The  profession  of  medicine  in  its  practice 
in  fiourishing  country  towns,  is  not  usually 
unpleasant  or  unprofitable.     The  successful 


practitioner  in  such  environments  has  ample 
opportunity  to  know  his  patients  and  their 
families  thoroughly  and  to  inform  himself 
as  to  pre\ious  diseases,  even  pre-natal  in- 
fluences which  ha\-e  affected  the  health  of  any 
patient.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Charles  A.  Elli.s, 
the  ph}'sician  has  the  still  further  advantage 
of  having  grown  up  among  his  patrons,  and 
of  adding  to  his  knowledge  of  therapeutics 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines acquired  by  many  years'  experience  in 
the  drug  trade. 

Charles  A.  Ellis.  M.  D..  of  Maryville,  a 
representati\'e  of  one  of  the  early  families 
of  Nodaway  county,  was  l)orn  in  Maryville, 
August  4,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Leander  T. 
Ellis,  a  pioneer  teacher,  politician  and  local 
preacher,  who  died  in  ^Iar}-\ille  in  1869. 
That  citizen  so  prominent  in  his  day  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1797,  and  was 
reared  and  married  in  Kentucky.  He  came 
into  Alissouri  and  settled  upon  the  Platte 
Purchase  when  a  young  man  and  was  one  of 
the  conspicuous  characters  of  Nodaway 
county  from  1848,  the  date  of  his  arrival,  to 
the  date  of  his  death.  \\'hen  not  holding 
some  ptiblic  ofiice  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. He  held  the  office  of  school  commis- 
sioner, which  corresponded  to  the  present  of- 
fice of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  and 
was  the  judge  of  the  county  court.  He  was 
a  man  of  much  religious  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm, preaching  and  exhorting  and  doing 
other  labor  for  the  ad\ancement  of  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  for  many  years,  and  with- 
out charge.  Flis  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Hum- 
ber  and  those  of  their  children  who  grew 
tc  manhood  and  womanhood  are :  Dr.  T.  C. 
Ellis,  of  Barnard,  ^lissouri;  Mary  A.,  who 
married  James  A.  Key  and  lives  in  Nodaway 
county;  Amanda,  who  became  Mrs.  Ditte- 
more  and  lives  in  California;  Lizzie,  now 
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]Mrs.  Hender&on.  living  in  California;  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  John  Grant,  of  Lexington, 
Missouri;  L.  G.,  of  California;  N.  D., 
living  in  southern  Messouri ;  William  C,  of 
California;  Patia,  Mrs.  Blackman,  of  Okla- 
homa; Sarah  J.,  who  lives  in  California,  and 
is  the  wife  of  John  Ferguson;  and  the  late 
Albert  T.  Ellis,  of  Maryville.  His  second 
wife  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Carr)-  Cross, 
whose  acquaintance  he  made  and  whom  he 
married  in  Nodaway  county.  They  had 
three  children:  Alexander  C,  deceased; 
Dr.  Charles  A. ;  and  Alvah  C.  of  Leadville, 
Colorado.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis  was  the 
wilow  of  Asa  Cross  and  three  of  her  chil- 
dren l)y  her  first  marriage  lived  to  maturit}-. 
Almira  married  E.  L.  Cook  and  died 
in  Idaho;  Aldello  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  Cnion 
army  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  not  long  after 
the  close  of  the  war  as  the  result  of  disabil- 
ities contracted  in  the  service ;  Diedrick  was 
accidentally  killed  in  Xodaway  county. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Ellis,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  city 
of  Maryville.  His  first  entrance  to  business 
was  as  a  clerk  for  his  brother  in  the  drug 
trade.  He  remained  with  that  once  prominent 
concern  for  fifteen  years,  and,  while  so  con- 
nected, was  elected  the  mayor  of  Maryville 
and  was,  perhaps,  the  most  youthful  chief 
executive  the  city  ever  had.  W'hile  he  was  a 
Democratic  candidate,  the  young  Republi- 
cans flocked  to  his  aid  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  make  him  mayor  of  a  Republican  city.  He 
made  a  canvass  for  nomination  as  county  re- 
corder and  was  defeated  only  in  a  close  con- 
test. The  strength  he  showed  in  that  cam- 
paign made  him  the  leading  candidate  for 
r.omination  at  the  next  convention  and  four 
years  later,  in  1894,  he  was  nominated,  but 
that  year  was  an  off  year  for  the  Missouri 
Democracy,  the  state  went  Republican  for 


the  first  time  in  its  history,  and  Doctor  Ellis 
suffered  defeat  with  the  other  nominees  on 
liis  ticket.  Dr.  Ellis  is  a  Mason  and  a  mem- 
ber of  both  orders  of  Woodmen  and  of  Lin- 
coln Legion  of  Honor,  of  Maryville.  He 
married,  December  16,  1883,  Miss  Lulu  ^L 
Anderson,  a  daughter  of  E.  M.  Anderson,  of 
Maryville.  Dr.  Ellis's  career  as  a  druggist 
and  licensed  pharmacist  prepared  the  way 
for  an  early  entry  upon  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, after  his  retirement  from  the  drug  bus- 
iness. He  took  the  prescribed  lecture  course 
in  the  Kentucky  school  of  medicine  at  Louis- 
ville, and  was  graduated  at  that  institution 
June  29,  1898.  Clinic  and  hospital  work 
formed  an  important  feature  of  his  course 
and  he  received  a  diploma  also  from  the 
Louisville  City  Hospital. 


JAMES  A.  HUNTER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  A.  Hunter,  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  prominent  physician  of  Atchison 
county,  ilissouri,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  that  county. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Kay) Hunter,  and  was  born  in  Atchison 
county,  August  16,  1850,  Robert  Hunter, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  but  for  many  years  lived  in 
Nova  Scotia.  His  children  were :  William, 
who  died  in  Atchison  county;  John,  who 
died  in  Nevada;  James,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  and  Janet,  who  was  Mrs.  Casey, 
and  died  in  Atchison  county  in  1894.  James 
Hunter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  but  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Nova  Scotia,  where  he  lived  until  after 
three  of  his  children  were  born.  He  then 
moved  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  in 
1847,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  tlii 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
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1S85.  He  was  a  prominent  Republican, 
ard  served  as  county  judge  for  twelve  years. 
A  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  of  upright 
character,  he  won  many  friends  all  through 
life  and  his  death  was  much  regretted  by  all 
\vho  knew  him.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  and  also 
a  Alason.  He  married  Elizabeth  McKay, 
who  was  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  of 
Scotch  descent.  Her  death  occurred  April 
2,  1875.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
are :  Robert,  of  Rockport ;  Mrs.  Isabelle 
Bush,  of  Wyoming;  William,  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  James  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Jennie  K.  Campbell ;  George  T.,  a 
live-stock  commissioner  of  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri ;  John  W.,  in  the  stock  business'  in 
W'yoming;  and  Una,  the  wife  of  J.  Bailey. 

Dr.  James  A.  Hunter  was  reared  and 
educated  in  this  county.  He  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  attended  McGee  College,  in  Ma- 
con county,  Missouri,  for  three  years.  He 
then  taught  school  one  year,  and  in  1872  be- 
gan reading  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  L.  Tracy, 
of  Rockport,  Missouri,  as  his  preceptor.  In 
1872-5  he  attended  lectures  at  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
spring-  of  1875.  Dr.  Hunter  was  a  thorough 
student  and  started  in  practice  well  equipped 
in  the  knowledge  necessary  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  After  practicing  six 
years  in  Milton,  Missouri,  he  took  a  course 
at  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  graduat- 
ing there  in  1881.  He  then  located  in  Fair- 
fax, buying  the  first  lot  sold  in  the  town. 
His  practice  is  large  and  lucrative,  and  he  has 
uiany  patients  throughout  the  county,  where 
Ijv  his  kind  and  courteous  manner  he  has 
v\on  a  host  of  warm  friends.  He  is  now 
engaged  with  the  Elliot  Hunter  Drug  Com- 


pany, where  all  modern  medical  appliances 
may  be  ol)tained.  Dr.  Hunter  has  a -line 
residence  and  office,  and  l)esides  this  i_iwns 
considerable  property  at  I'^airfax.  He  is^  a 
loyal  and  upright  citizen,  always  lending 
his  assistance  in  anything  which  tends  to 
develop  the  town  in  which  he  li\es.  Po- 
litically the  Doctor  is  a  firm  Republican,  but 
has  never  aspired  to  ofiice. 

February  29,  1876,  Dr.  Hunter  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Amanda  Graves, 
a  daughter  of  J.  P.  Graves,  formerly  of 
Kentuck}-,  but  for  many  years  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Atchison  county.  J.  P.  Graves 
had  nine  children,  who  are  as  follows :  Will- 
iam J.;  Sarah,  who  was  Airs.  J.  R.  Treat; 
Dav'id;  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  Galliway ;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased;  John  H. ;  Amanda,  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Julia;  and  Emma,  who  mar- 
ried \\.  W.  Scarlett. 

Dr.  Hunter  and  his  wile  are  the  par- 
ents of  five  children:  Owen  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1877,  a  practicing  physician  of 
Corning,  Missouri;  Zita,  born  August  21, 
1879;  J.  Don,  born  June  13,  1881 ;  Beulah, 
born  November  9,  1887;  and  Basil,  born 
April  2y,  1889.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbx'terian  church ;  and 
Dr.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the  Alasonic 
fraternity  and  the  Alissouri  \'alley  Aledical 
Society. 


SHELLENBERGER  BROTHERS. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  of 
Atchison  county,  Alissouri,  are  W.  H.  and  H. 
L.  Shellenberger,  of  the  v.ell-known  firm  of 
Shellenberger  Brothers,  of  Westboro,  where 
they  do  an  extensive  business  as  dealers  in 
general  merchandise.  They  occupy  a  brick 
block  45x105  feet  in  dimensions,  and  have 
a  complete  modern  department  store  which 
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will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  many 
large  cities.  They  carr}-  a  fine  line  of  drj- 
goods,  groceries,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes, 
their  stock  being  valued  at  twentj-  thousand 
dollars.  They  have  been  in  business  in 
W'estboro  about  six  years  and  have  built 
up  an  excellent  trade,  which  is  constantly 
increasing.  They  are  western  men  by  birth 
and  training  and  possess  the  energ}.-  which 
characterizes  the  men  of  the  Mississippi 
valley. 

Their  father.  Joseph  Shellenberger,  is  a 
prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Mound 
City,  Missouri,  who  is  of  German  descent, 
and  was  bom,  reared  and  educated  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Coming  to  Missouri  in  1865  he 
located  in  Andrew  county,  and  in  the  de- 
velopment of  a  large  farm  gave  his  sons 
plenty  of  opportunity  to  work,  their  educa- 
tion being  principally  of  a  practical  kind. 
One  son,  £.  D.,  is  now  a  prominent  business 
man  of  Mound  C\x\,  his  business  amount- 
ing to  over  one  himdred  and  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum.  W.  H.  and 
H.  L.  Shellenberger  were  bom  and  reared 
on  the  old  home  fami  in  Andrew  countj-, 
early  becoming  familiar  with  honest  toil. 
W.  H.  clerked  in  a  store  in  tliat  county 
for  some  time  and  then  went  to  Ran- 
som, Xess  count}-,  Kansas,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account  for 
five  years.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
county,  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years,  to  Miss  Eva  Liggett,  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Liggett,  of  Andrew  county.  By  that  union 
were  bom  two  children.  Hazel  and  Clare. 
In  1890  H.  L.  Shellenberger  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mollie  Livingston,  by 
whom  he  has  three  daughters — Ruby,  Xell 
and  Helen. 

The  brothers  and  their  families  are  ac- 


tive workers  in  the  Metho<list  Episcopal 
church  and  Sunday-school,  and  also  sing 
in  the  choir.  They  are  wide-awake,  ener- 
getic business  men.  ver>-  progressive  and  en- 
terprising, and  by  their  untiring  industn.- 
and  sound  judgment  have  won  a  merited 
success  in  their  undertakings.  They  have 
the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  their  fel- 
low citizens  and  are  well  worthy  the  high, 
regard  in  which  they  are  held. 


HOX.  HER\"EV  H.  WILLSIE. 

The  citizens  of  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, have  in  the  Hon.  Her\ey  H.  W'illsie, 
familiarly  known  as  "Hub"  \\  illsie,  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  state  legislature  to  whom 
they  may  safely  entrust  their  best  interests, 
for  Mr.  W'illsie.  w1k>  is  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Tarkio,  is  not  only  a  plain,  common  citizen, 
as  all  his  ancestors  have  been  before  him, 
but  has  in  ever)-  relation  of  life  demonstrat- 
ed that  confidence  may  be  reposed  in  him  to 
the  fullest  extent. 

Mr.  W'illsie's  great-grandfathers  were 
among  the  Knickerbockers  in  New  York 
and  he  possesses  the  same  sturdy,  upright 
character  that  distinguished  them.  He  was 
bom  at  Burr  Oak,  Winneshiek  countj', 
Iowa,  June  24,  1856,  a  son  of  William  H. 
and  C>-nthia  (Harden)  W'illsie.  His  fa- 
ther was  bom  and  reared  near  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  his  mother,  who  was  bom  in 
Canada,  came  from  an  English  family. 
They  located  early  in  Iowa,  where  Mr.  W'ill- 
sie was  in  business  as  a  hardware  merchant, 
at  Oskaloosa,  for  a  number  of  years.  From 
Iowa  the  family  removed  to  Missouri,  in 
1867,  since  which  time  Mr.  W'illsie  has  been 
a  resident  of  the  state.  William  H.  and 
C}-nthia   (Harden)   W'illsie,  who  lived  out 
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their  days  in  j\Iissouri,  had  sex'en  daughters 
and  tliree  sons,  of  whom  nine  are  living. 
One  of  these,  ^lathilda  Sage,  hves  in  Davis, 
South  Dakota.  ]\Irs.  Lou  Beatty  lives  at 
JNlishawaka,  St.  Joseph  county,  Indiana. 
Mrs.  Helen  Leggett  lives  at  Rogers,  Ar- 
kansas. McClelland  W'illsie  is  a  well-known 
lawyer  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Lucinda 
Willsie  lives  at  Evanston,  1  Hindis.  I.  G. 
Willsie  lives  at  Parker,  South  Dakota;  and 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Ed  E.  Rankin,  of 
Atchison  county,  Missouri.  Tlie  father  of 
these  children,  who  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty- 
five  years,  became  prominent  as  a  farmer 
and  stockman  in  Missouri  and  was  known 
as  a  man  of  enterprise  and  integrity  and 
was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  Greenback  party. 

Hervey  H.  W'illsie  was  brought  up  on 
the  farm  and  taught  that  all  good  and 
necessary  things  may  be  won  1j}-  hard  work. 
His  educational  advantages  were  not  great, 
but  by  reading  and  observation  he  became 
a  well  informed  man.  Political  questions 
have  commanded  his  attention  since  he  was 
a  mere  youth.  He  came  to  Atchison  county 
thirty-three  years  ago  and  has  since  that 
time  been  actively  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  farming.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  four 
hundred  acres,  with  ample  buildings  and 
plenty  of  good  stock,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  successful  farmers  in  the 
county  and  is  associated  in  business  enter- 
prises with  Ed  F.  Rankin.  Politically  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Populist  party,  for  the 
success  of  wdiich  he  is  a  zealous  and  active 
worker  and  in  the  councils  of "  whicli  he 
is  very  influential.  He  was  the  judge  of 
the  north  district  in  1896-98,  and  no  man 
ever  occupied  that  position  with  more  fair- 
ness or  more  ability.     In  1900  he  was  elect- 


ed, by  a  fusion  of  the  Democrats  and  Popu- 
lists, to  represent  Atchison  county  in  the 
state  legislature  and  those  who  know  him 
best  say  tliat  he  will  l)e  a  representative  of 
the  whole  people  and  that  every  vote  cast 
for  him  was  cast  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
mon people  of  Atchison  county.  He  is  a 
splendid  type  of  the  stalwart  farmer  and  a 
safe  leader  in  all  public  affairs,  with  a  happy 
faculty  of  making  and  retaining  friends, 
and  is  abundantly  able  to  discharge  the  im- 
portant duties  devolving  upon  him. 

In  October,  1884,  Mr.  Willsie  married 
jliss  Jennie  W'ishard,  of  Atchison  county, 
a  woman  of  much  intelligence  and  educa- 
tion, who  was  born  at  Canton,  Illinois,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Amanda  (Smith) 
W'ishard,  now  of  Stanton,  Stanton  coun- 
ty, Xeljraska,  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated at  Bushnell,  Illinois.  He  is  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Since  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
lias  had  the  welfare  of  Atchison  coun- 
t}'  near  his  heart  and  has  most  de- 
votedly done  everything  in  his  power  to 
advance  its  most  important  interests.  He 
regards  the  people  of  the  county  as  his  peo- 
ple and  has  never  lost  an  opportunity  to 
aid  their  progress  and  prosperity.  He  is  a 
genial,  whole-souled  man  who  invites  the 
apjjroacli  of  every  one  whom  he  can  serve 
and  his  integrity  has  been  so  many  times 
tried  and  proven  good  that  the  trite  saying 
"his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond"  applies 
to  iiim  as  fully  and  as  exactly  as  to  any  man 
in  the  world.  His  ability  is  such  tiiat  he 
has  been  found  ade(|uate  to  ail  demands 
upon  him,  and  should  his  fellow  citizens 
call  him  to  ])]aces  (jf  still  higher  responsi- 
bilit}'  those  who  know  him  best  believe  that 
he  will  fill  ihcm  manfully  and  patriotically 
and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  weal. 
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GEORGE   WILLIAM   FINK. 

Tlie  hotel  business  is  one  of  the  chief  in- 
terests of  a  city  and  one  in  which  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  the  traveling  pub- 
lic can  be  so  attended  to  nr  so  neglected  as 
to  make  or  mar  the  reputation  of  a  city  for 
hospitality.  The  hotels  of  Maryville,  Nod- 
away county,  Missouri,  have  not  always  been 
in  good  hands,  and  the  business  men  of  the 
place  were  more  than  glad  when  George  \V. 
Fink,  the  proprietor  of  the  Linville  and 
Ream  hotels,  practically  took  the  business 
of  public  entertainment  in  Maryville  into  his 
own  hands  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  city's  essential  and  in  some  ways 
most  important  enterprises.  In  July,  1894, 
Mr.  Fink  leased  the  Linville  hotel  and  ap- 
plied his  methods  to  its  conduct  with  the 
result  that  its  reputation  has  been  so  fully 
recovered  and  built  up  that  it  has  become  one 
of  the  popular  and  first-class  houses  in 
northwestern  Missouri.  In  1897  he  secured 
control  of  the  old  .Arlington  hotel,  now  the 
Ream  hotel,  and  conducts  it  as  a  "dollar- 
a-day"  house.  These  two  properties  give 
Mr.  Fink  possession  and  practical  control  of 
the  best  business  in  his  line  and  afford  the 
city  of  ]\Iaryville  two  good  houses  for  the 
entertainment  of  her  guests. 

Air.  Fink  was  born  at  Bremen,  Indiana. 
July  9,  1864.  His  father,  r^Iartin  Fink,  was 
from  Pennsylvania  and  was  for  a  time  a  mer- 
chant, but  for  the  most  part  a  farmer.  He 
emigrated  to  Marshall  county.  Indiana,  be- 
fore the  war  and  died  at  Bremen  in  Octo- 
ber, 1888.  His  wife,  who  was  Polly 
\\'ea\er.  died  at  Bremen  in  ]\Iay,  1893, 
Their  children  were:  Lewis,  of  Bloomfield, 
Missouri;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Michael  Wahl, 
of  Bremen,  Indiana;  Morgan,  of  Bremen; 
Eli,  deceased;  Ellen,   now    Mrs.    Solomon 


Huff,  of  Argos,  Indiana ;  Charles  and  Larin- 
da,  deceased ;  Nettie,  living  at  the  Ream 
hotel,  Maryville;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Hans,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana;  and  George 
\Y.,  our  subject. 

George  W.  Fink  passed  his  childhood 
and  boyhood  in  the  schools  of  Bremen  until, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  became  a  grocery 
clerk  in  his  father's  grocery  store  in  that 
village.  Then,  when  his  first  two  years' 
business  experience  was  acquired,  he  left  his 
home  and  his  native  town  at  nineteen  and 
sought  the  opportunities  of  the  west.  He 
located  at  Hastings,  Nebraska,  and  secured 
a  night  clerkship  in  the  Lepin  hotel  there. 
He  served  in  that  position  nearly  two  years 
and  left  it  to  take  the  management  of  the 
Commercial  hotel  in  the  same  city.  He  re- 
mained with  this  house  a  little  less  than  three 
years  and  left  it  to  go  into  business  for  him- 
self at  Fairbury,  Nebraska,  where  he  leased 
the  Commercial  hotel  and  operated  it  suc- 
cessfully for  si.x  years.  A\'ith  his  eleven 
years'  experience  in  looking  after  the  wants 
and  comforts  of  the  "knights  of  the  grip" 
and  with  his  natural  adaptability  to  the  work 
— for  he  is  a  born  landlord — he  transferred 
his  energies  to  Maryville  with  the  result 
that  the  hotel  business  there  has  been  greatly 
improved  and  popularized. 

His  connection  with  the  hotel  business 
and  his  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
commercial  men  have  not  been  alone  for  the 
glory  and  the  name.  He  has  so  managed 
liis  affairs  as  to  have  ample  reward  for  his 
services,  as  such  reward  comes  in  country 
places.  He  left  his  Indiana  home  with  one 
hundred  dollars  in  cash  and  from  that  sum 
Ins  progress  in  financial  matters  must  be 
compared  and  estimated.  He  has  bought 
two  farms  in  Nodaway  county,  aggregating 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  one  of  which 
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he  has  stocked  and  manages  personally.  This 
gives  him  an  outing  (hiring  eacli  fine  day 
during  the  warm  seasDU.  changes  liis  oc- 
cupation and  hrings  liim  rest  and  recreation 
Avhen  it  is  needed. 

Mr.  Fink  married,  at  Hastings.  Nebras- 
ka, December  8,  1886,  Miss  Agnes,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  ^^'esley  Blodgett,  of  Three 
Rivers.  Michigan.  Her  mother  was  Mary 
Bridgeman.  Mrs.  Fink  is  one  of  six  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Fink  is  the  past  chancellor  of 
Tancred  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of 
^laryville,  and  is  a  devoted  and  well-ad- 
vanced Mason,  belonging  to  lodge,  chapter 
and  Maryville  Commandery,  No.  40.  He 
is  a  friendly  and  genial  man,  very  popular 
with  his  fellow  townsmen  and  the  traveling 
public. 


ED   B.   FELLOWS. 

Ed  B.  Fellows,  who  carries  on  farming 
and  stock  raising  in  Atchison  county,  was 
Ijorn  in  Dodge  count}',  Wisconsin,  November 
10,  1846.  his  parents  being  Isaac  and  Mar- 
garet (Elmore)  Fellows.  Tiie  father  was 
a  nati\e  of  New  Hampshire  and  was  of 
English  lineage.  In  New  York  he  was  mar- 
ried, the  lady  of  his  choice  Ijeing  a  native 
of  Canada,  born  at  Quebec,  of  Scotch  par- 
entage. After  their  marriage  they  removed 
to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1849 
took  up  tlieir  abode  in  Waukesha  county, 
near  Milwaukee,  locating  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  the  father  clearing  some  of  the  land 
upon  which  the  city  of  Milwaukee  has  since 
Ixen  built.  At  that  early  day  he  sold  wood 
to  steamboats  on  the  lake.  All  the  surround- 
ing country  was  a  dense  forest  and  coal  was 
little  used  for  fuel,  but  wood  could  be  ob- 
tained in  almost  limitless  quantities.  The 
forest  was  so  dense  tiiat  lie  was  at  one  time 


lost  for  four  and  a  half  days  in  the  woods, 
but  eventually  made  his  way  back  to  the 
Clearing.  At  different  times  he  cleared  and 
im)5roved  various  Wisconsin  farms  and  in 
1865  he  came  to  Missouri,  purchasing  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  Andrew  county,  where 
he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1886,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1 87 J.  He  was  six  feet  in  height,  large 
and  strong,  and  was  an  indefatigable  worker 
in  his  earlier  days.  As  a  result  of  his  un- 
tiring energy  and  his  irreproachable  honesty 
he  accumulated  a  good  estate.  He  was  a 
worthy  and  consistent  memljer  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  stal- 
wart Republican.  In  his  family  were  ten 
children,  namely :  William,  who  served  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rel:>ellion  in  the  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  died  in  Savannah, 
Missouri ;  Mary,  a  resident  of  Nebraska ; 
JNIaria,  who  is  living  in  Denver,  Colorado ; 
Lewis,  who  joined  the  Twenty-fourth  Wis- 
consin Infantry  and  died  in  the  service,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years ;  Edward  B. ; 
George,  deceased ;  John  H. ;  Charles,  a  rail- 
road employe ;  and  O.  R.  and  Newton,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Fellows,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  reared  to  honest  toil  on  the  home 
farm  ant!  ac(|uired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict and  graded  schools.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Missouri  in  1865  and  assisted  the 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage,  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1 87 1.  He  then  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  and  two  years  later  he  removed  to 
Green  townsliip,  Nodaway  county,  where, 
in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  he 
began  handling  stock.  After  four  years  he 
came  to  Atcliison  county,  in  1877,  settling- 
near  Fairfax,  in  Clark  township,  where  he 
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purcliased  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  the  im- 
pro\enient  of  which  he  long  devoted  his  en- 
ergies. As  his  financial  resources  increased 
he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  place  by 
atlditional  purchase  until  he  now  owns  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  land,  much 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  annually  feeds  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty  head  of  cattle  and  his  business  is 
extensive  and  profitable.  He  has  been  very 
successful  and  now  owns  a  fine  farm,  on 
which  are  seen  handsome  and  substantial 
improvements,  including  a  commodious  two- 
story  frame  residence,  large  barns  and  all 
necessary  outbuildings.  His  home  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  beautiful  grove  of  forest  trees 
of  his  own  planting,  and  on  the  place  is  a 
good  bearing  orchard.  The  home  is  pleas- 
antly and  conveniently  located  two  miles 
northeast  of  Fairfax,  and  the  owner  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  and 
reliable  business  men  of  his  community. 

The  lady  who  bore  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Fellows  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Louise 
Miller.  She  was  born  in  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  April  lO,  1849.  ''nd  represents  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  families  there,  her 
parents  being  Allen  D.  and  Mary  Miller. 
Unto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Fellows  were  born  nine 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living: 
Alma,  now  Mrs.  Mann,  of  Spokane,  Wash- 
ington; Allen  D.  and  Ed,  who  are.  engaged 
ir.  the  stock  business  at  Hyannis,  Nebras- 
ka; Maggie,  at  home;  Pearl,  who  died  in 
1899,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Ethel; 
Flood ;  and  James.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  called  to  her  final  rest  April 
8,  1896,  leaving  many  friends  as  well  as  her 
husband  and  children  to  mourn  her  loss. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and  In  that  chiKch  Mr.  Fel- 
lows also  holds  membership.     He  is  now 


serving  as  one  o'f  its  deacons  and  is  dt)ing 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  church  work. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a  broad-minded,  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizen,  who  is 
charitable  to  the  poor  and  needy,  withhold- 
ing not  his  aid  from  those  wlio  need  help. 
In  politics  he  is  an  uncomprom'ising  Re- 
publican. unswer\  ing  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
principles  of  the  party.  He  has  ever  main- 
tained in  his  business  career  a  high  standing. 
Although  he  had  little  capital  when  he  start- 
ed out  in  life  for  himself,  his  labors  have 
been  diligently  prosecuted  through  many 
years  and  he  is  to-day  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  the  place 
standing  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and 
enterprise. 


LEWIS  J.  :\IILES. 

Lewis  J.  Miles,  an  eminent  attorney  and 
advocate  of  Rockpurt,  Missouri,  in  1872  first 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  law 
at  Watson,  this  state.  But  the  necessity  of 
being  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  coun- 
ty, soon  perceived  by  him,  for  the  more  suc- 
cessful and  satisfactory  conduct  of  his  legal 
practice,  led  him  in  1873  to  remove  to  Rock- 
port. 

When  Mr.  ]\Iiles  first  located  in 'north- 
west Missouri  he  was  yet  a  young  man,  and 
he  was  in  search  of  a  location  which  prom- 
ised him  a  liberal  return  for  honest  and  able 
efforts  in  the  line  of  some  profession.  Mr. 
Miles  had  come  from  the  mountains  of  east 
Tennessee,  where  he  was  born,  April  17, 
1852,  the  county  of  his  nativity  being  War- 
ren, then  Jefferson.  There  he  obtained  a 
good  common-school  education,  such  as  was 
afforded  by  his  native  state  at  the  time  of 
his  early  youth.     Mr.  Miles  inherits  a  love 
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for  study,  his  father  liaving  heen  one  of  the 
prominent  ante-belhini  echicators  of  the  state, 
Professor  S.  D.  Miles,  principal  of  the  Mor- 
ristown  and  of  the  Knoxviile  Institute.  He 
4ied  in  1859,  wlu'le  in  charge  of  tlie  latter 
ir.stitution. 

Professor  S.  D.  Miles  was  born  in  181 1. 
near  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  received  his 
education  in  Rogersville  College,  east  Ten- 
nessee, and  de\-oted  his  life  to  the  education 
and  training  of  the  young.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent Mason  and  a  Baptist,  from  which  facts 
it  is  natural  to  infer,  which  was  the  fact, 
that  he  had  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
many  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  state. 
Among  his  best  and  warmest  friends  was  the 
noted  "Parson  Brownlow,"  through  whose 
efforts  east  Tennessee  was  saved  to  the 
Union,  notwithstanding  the  state  seceded. 
The  ancestors  of  Professor  Miles  were 
Scotch  people,  who  settled  in  North  Cai^o- 
lina  during  the  early  days  of  the  history  of 
the  American  colonies  and  who  contributed 
of  their  strength  to  the  establishment  of  the 
new  civilization  in  what  is  now  the  United 
States  of  America.  Professor  Miles  mar- 
ried ]\Iiss  Nancy  fh-own,  a  native  lif  Ten- 
nessee, by  whom  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Luc  ]\Iiles,  of  Lyndon.  Kansas; 
I,ewis  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Robert 
]\Iiles,  ]\L  D.,  of  Lyndon,  Kansas;  and 
Frank  Aliles,  a  druggist  of  the  same  place. 

"Boss  Miles,"  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  called,  resided  in  his  h(^me  county 
iri  east  Tennessee  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age.  Having  completed  his  education  and 
being  ambitious  to  see  the  great  west,  with 
the  view  of  being  a  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  country,  he  left  his 
r.ative  state  of  Tennessee  when  just  coming 
of  age  and  spent  his  first  year  or  two  on 
a  farm  working  by  the  month.    Thi.s  proving 


too  much  of  a  plodding  life  to  suit  his  taste 
and  temperament,  he  determined  to  qualify 
himself  for  a  profession  which  would  bring 
him  into  contact  with  the  business  of  the 
country  and  \\'ith  its  leading  men,  and  at  the 
same  time  furnish  him  an  opportunity  to 
compete  for  the  intellectual  mastery  of  his' 
country.  \\"\i\\  this  object  in  view  he  read 
law.  with  Hon.  John  P.  Lewis  for  his  pre- 
ceptor, one  of  the  most  eminent  practitioners 
before  the  Atchison  county  bar,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  by  Judge  Kelley  in  1875. 
In  the  early  years  of  his  practice  he  dis- 
covered a  tendency  toward  criminal  law. 
V.  hich  he  has  since  pursued  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  of  the  criminal  lawyers  in 
northwest  Missouri. 

H'is  most  important  cases  have  been 
trials  for  murder,  and  embrace  the  Blake 
and  Harris  cases,  which  he  prosecuted,  se- 
curing conviction  in  each  instance.  The 
Coon  Franklin  case  he  defended  and  secured 
an  acquittal.  He  also  secured  the  acquittal 
of  Lee  Dillon  at  Nebraska  City,  and  of  John 
Alorrow,  in  .\tchison  county,  both  of  whom 
were  charged  with  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree. He  defended  Albert  Sons,  and  prose- 
cuted Grounds  in  Holt  county,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  convicted  and  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary for  ten  years.  He  also  prosecuted 
George  Ray,  who  was  likewise  convicted  and 
sentenced  for  the  same  length  of  time.  In 
liis  civil  practice  he  managed  the  Hunter  & 
\\'}'att  suit,  defending  the  mortgagees  and 
securing  a  verdict  for  his  clients.  The  equity 
suit  of  the  Beck  heirs  was  under  his  super-' 
vision,  their  claim  was  established  and  judg- 
ment rendered  accordingly,  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Mr.  Miles. 

Politically  Mr.  Miles  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing Democrats  of  his  congressional  district. 
So  effective  is  he  as  a  speaker  that  he  ha.s 
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been  prominently  mentioned  as  a  candidate 
for  congress,  and  liis  campaign  work  has 
been  unusually  effective.  So  well  were  his 
abilities  thought  of  by  his  fellow  citizens  that 
in  1880  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  his  county,  and  he  was  re-elected  in 
1882.  In  1886  he  made  the  race  for  the 
state  senate,  but  was  defeated. 

"Boss  Miles'"  cannot  be  properly  meas- 
ured and  understood  witiiout  a  knowledge 
of  his  personality,  as  he  possesses  points  of 
interest  and  ability  which  are  not  made  mani- 
fest under  the  ordinary  circumstances. 
While  he  is  mit  what  may  properly  be  called 
a  great  student,  yet  he  is  well  versed  in  the 
law  and  has  a  wonderful  memory  of  what- 
ever there  is  in  law  and  evidence.  As  a  trial 
lawyer  he  is  a  master,  handling  testimony 
with  a  remarkable  accuracy  and  deftness, 
and  making  playthings  of  jurors.  One  of 
the  leaders  at  the  bar  has  said:  "If  I  had 
the  worst  murder  charge  against  me  that  it 
is  ix)ssible  to  conceive  of,  I  wouldn't  want 
anybody  but  that  little  high-cheek-boned 
Boss  Miles  to  handle  my  case." 

Mr.  Miles  was  married  December  25, 
1881,  to  Miss  Ada  Thompson,  whose  father, 
Mariim  Thompson,  was  a  Phelps  City  mer- 
chant. The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miles  are  named  Hallie  and  Ray.  Mr.  Miles 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  having  received  both  the 
subordinate  and  encampment  degrees. 


REUBEX  BARRETT. 

This  age  is  not  wholly  utilitarian.  On 
all  sides  we  see  some  earnest  souls  laboring 
devotedly  to  bring  about  a  recognition  of 
some  higher  principle  in  life  than  selfish 
greed,  and  stimulating  in  the  hearts  of  others 
a  desire  for  spiritual  progress.  The  friends 
of  Reuben  Barrett  will  see  in  his  vears  of 


faithful  work  in  all  forms  of  religious  en- 
deavor, a  source  of  present  good  to  the  com- 
munity, and  long  after  he  has  entered  into 
liis  final  rest  his  influence  will  contiiuie  in 
everlasting  circles. 

i\Ir.  Barrett  was  lx)rn  in  \\'arren  county- 
Pennsylvania,  September  15,  1844.  a  son 
of  Edmond  and  Matilda  (  Fryar)  Barrett, 
natives  of  England.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Barrett,  was  a  farmer  and  gar- 
dener of  Lincolnshire,  where  he  spent  his. 
entire  life.  His  children  were  John,  Roljert. 
William.  Eli.  Michael,  James.  Edmond,  and 
Susan,  the  wife  of  T.  Watts.  Of  these 
Eli,  ^lichael,  Edmond  and  Ann  came  to 
America.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
married  to  ^Michael  Barrett,  a  brother  of 
our  subject's  father  who  died  soon  after 
coming  to  the  I'nited  States,  and  she  sub- 
sequently married  Edmond  Barrett.  By 
the  first  marriage  she  had  four  children : 
Reuben,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years : 
Mary,  the  wife  of  H.  Marsh  :  William,  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania:  and  Rhoda.  the  wife 
of  John  Howells.  The  children  of  the  sec- 
ond union  were  Ellen,  the  widow  of  A.  D. 
Russell,  and  Sarah,  the  widow  of  R.  Rus- 
sell, both  residents  of  this  county:  Reuben, 
our  subject:  John,  James  E.,  Henry  T.  and 
Robert,  all  farmers  of  this  county;  Rose, 
the  wife  of  E.  Abbott,  of  Pennsylvania: 
and  Charles  \\'.,  a  farmer  of  this  county. 

In  1832  the  father  emigrated  to  America, 
and  for  the  first  year  was  employed  in  a 
hotel  in  L'tica,  Xew  York.  Soon  after  hi.s 
marriage  he  located  in  Warren  county. 
Pennsyhania.  where  he  ])urchased  a  tract  of 
heavily  timliered  land  and  improved  a 
farm.  1  k-  rrccted  thereon  a  commodious 
house  and  three  large  liarns.  and  made  of  the 
place  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  the 
localitw       1  lere  his   famih-   were  reared   to 
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habits  (if  industi'}'  and  Iicjiiesty  under  the 
strict  influence  uf  the  churcii.  l^'or  many 
years  the  parents  were  active  and  faitliful 
members  of  the  Methodist  cliurch,  in  which 
the  father  ser\'ed  as  a  class-leader,  and  they 
were  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Warren  county.  The  mother  died  on 
the  old  homestead,  October  lo,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  six  of  her 
sons  acted  as  pall-bearers  at  the  funeral, 
tenderly  and  carefully  bearing  her  body  to 
its  last  resting  place.  After  the  death  of 
his  devoted  companion  and  helpmeet  Mr. 
Barrett  sold  the  farm,  and  about  1892  came 
to  Missouri  to  make  his  home  with  his  chil- 
dren, where  he  died  February  26,  1896. 
The  Barrett  family  has  been  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  Nodaway  county  and  have  be- 
come leaders  in  its  moral  and  physical 
development.  The  first  to  locate  here  was 
James  E.,  and  within  three  years  eight 
members  of  the  family  were  numliered 
among  its  residents. 

Reuben  Barrett  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  June,  1862,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany M,  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
as  a  corporal,  and  the  following  year  re-en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Two  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  carried  the  brigade  flag  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  the  war  ended.  He  took 
part  in  the  Peterslnirg  campaign,  was  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Lee  to  Grant  at  Ai>po- 
mattox,  and  participated  in  the  grand  re- 
view at  W'ashington,  D.  C.  At  Pittsburg, 
t'ennsylvania,  he  was  mustered  out  and  hon- 
orably discharged  in  June,   i8ri3. 

Returning  home.  Mr.  Barrett  resumed 
work  on  the  farm,  and  in  1866  went  to  \Mne- 
land,  Xew  lersev,  where  he  was  eniiilnved  as 


a  gardener  and  small-fruit  raiser.  Later  he 
worked  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  Xxn- 
zine  business.  Subsequently  he  was  in  tlie 
employ  of  a  lumber  coni])any  and  ran  an 
en.gine,  and  in  1874  rafted  lumber  down  the 
river  to  Louisville.  Kentucky.  In  May  of 
that  year  he  came  to  Marysxille,  Missouri, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie 
land,  bought  a  team  and  commenced  to  break 
liis  land.  In  September  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  for  his  wife  and  child,  and 
brought  them  io  their  new  home  in  this  coun- 
ty. He  bought  his  first  land  on  credit,  and 
after  paying  for  it  purchased  a  forty-acre 
tract  and  later  eighty  acres  more,  making 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  which  he  has 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

While  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
Mr.  Barrett  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Miss 
Margaret  AI.  (iregg,  who  also  was  Ixirn  in 
Warren  county,  that  state.  February  22, 
1844,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Harriet 
Gregg,  nati\'es  of  England  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churcli. 
tier  father  was  highly  educated  and  was 
a  successful  merchant  of  Sugar  Grove,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  children  were  Elizabeth, 
James  H.,  Robert,  Mary  Jane,  Eleanor. 
Margaret  M.,  Emily,  Sarah,  Ruth  and  Will- 
iam. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett  were  burn 
six  children,  namely:  (rertrude  L.,  who  died 
young;  Mabel  R.,  now  Mrs.  Manxille 
Carothers;  James  H.,  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  of  Skidmore;  Bessie  R.,  who  dieil 
January  12.  1897;  Floyd  R.  and  h'rederick 
M.,  both  at  home. 

In  early  life  Mrs.  Ikirrett  was  a  success- 
ful teacher  and  commanded  the  highest  posi- 
tions, following  tli.it  ])rofession  si.xteen 
terms.  The  family  arc  all  connected  with  the 
Methodist  l'J)iscoi)rd  churcli  ami  take  an  ac- 
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tive  part  in  its  work.  In  1888  Mr.  Barrett 
vas  licensed  to  e.xhort:  in  i8yo  to  preach; 
and  in  1896  was  ordained  a  rcg;ular  minister. 
Altliongh  he  has  taken  no  rejjiilar  charge, 
lie  fills  appointments  \\here\xT  desired,  has 
preached  many  fnncral  serninns  and  united 
many  couples  in  the  lu'ly  l)(in<]s  nf  matri- 
mony. His  life  is  exemplary  in  all  respects, 
and  he  has  e\er  supported  those  interests 
\ihich  are  calculated  to  1)enefit  and  uplift 
luunanity.    In  politics  he  is  independent. 


MARCUS  M.  RHO.VDES,   M.   D. 

Dr.  Marcus  M.  Khoades,  a  prominent 
phwsician  and  surgeon  of  (ii-aliani,  was  born 
in  Saline  county,  Missouri,  June  11,  1840, 
and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  state.  Flis  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Rhoades,  was  a  farm- 
er and  slave  owner  of  Virginia,  where  he 
spent  his  entire  life.  Mis  children  were 
Catlett,  Benjamin,  William,  .Susan  and 
Gei  irge. 

George  Rhoades,  the  Doctor's  father, 
was  horn  in  1803  and  reared  in  Virginia, 
and  in  i8j6  caiue  to  i\iissouri,  locating  in 
Saline  county,  where  he  entered  land  and 
improved  a  farm  with  the  assistance  of  the 
slaves  he  brought  with  him  from  Virginia. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  Democrats 
of  his  community,  and  was  calkxl  upon  to 
fill  the  office  of  justice  of  the  jieace,  and 
was  the  count}'  judge  for  four  terms. 
Though  modest  and  unassuming,  he  was 
\'ery  popular  and  had  many  friends.  He 
was'  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a 
Miss  Hawkins,  of  Saline  county,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children.  One  died  young,  and 
the  others  were  Littleton,  Felix,  Richard  M. 
and  Sarah.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Miss  Jane  Hall,  a  native  of  Maryland  and 


a  daughter  of  Richard  Hall,  a  pioneer  of 
Missouri  and  a  prominent  farmer  and  slave 
owner,  in  whose  family  were  four  children, 
namely:  Mordecai,  John,  Jane  and  Mrs.  Re- 
becca Huff.  The  Doctor  is  the  oldest  of  the 
nine  children  born  of  the  second  marriage, 
the  others  being  Henrietta,  the  widow  of 
H.  Gilliam;  George,  a  farmer  of  Saline 
county ;  Miriam,  deceased ;  John  T.,  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Marshall,  Missouri; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  C.  Mead;  Rufus  W.,  a 
druggist;  Ethelbert,  a  farmer;  and  Ann  H., 
the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Ely.  The  parents  were 
both  Baptists. 

Reared  on  a  farm.  Dr.  Rhoades  obtained 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  later  attended  )iIount 
Pleasant  College,  Missouri.  In  18C1  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  army  as  a  member  of 
the  Ninth  Missouri  Infantry  under  Generals 
Parsons  and  John  B.  Clark,  and  saw  some 
hard  serxice.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington and  the  Black  \\'ater  campaign,  where 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  St. 
Louis.  Two  months  later  he  was  sent  to 
Alton,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  nine 
months.  There  six  hundred  i)risoners  were 
incarcerated,  some  of  whom  were  reprieved 
by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  gov- 
ernment ;  many  died  of  measles  and  only 
sixty  were  left  to  be  exchanged.  These  were 
taken  to  Vicksburg  and  from  there  to  Horse 
Head  Lake,  above  Little  Rock,  where  they 
formed  the  Ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  and 
were  in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  including 
the  battles  of  Little  Rock,  Mansfield,  Pleas- 
ant Hill  and  Jenkins'  Ferry.  The  Doctor 
was  with  (Jenerals  Buckner  and  Price  when 
they  surrendered  to  General  Canby;  the 
Ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaines,  the  Doctor  being 
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the  adjutant,  having  been  detailed  to  take 
charge  of  all  supplies  at  Shreveport  until  the 
arrival  of  the  federal  troops  from  Baton 
Rouge :  after  which,  with  other  Confed- 
erates, he  was  sent  on  transports  to  St. 
Louis.  He  made  his  wa}'  home  without 
a  dollar  in  mciney,  with  no  clothing,  excei-t 
his  uniform,  and  health  so  impaired  as  to 
require  a  six-months  vacation  to  recuperate. 

Dr.  Rhoades  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
A.  M.  Powell,  of  Collinsville,  Illinois,  where 
in  partnership  with  that  gentleman  he  also 
conducted  a  drug  store.  In  1866  he  attend- 
ed lectures  at  the  St.  Louis  Aledical  Col- 
lege, where  he  was  graduated,  in  1868,  and 
for  a  year  engaged  in  practice  at  his  old 
home  in  Saline  county.  In  1870  he  moved 
to  Bigelow,  and  a  year  later  came  to  Gra- 
ham, where  he  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  practice,  his  skill  and  ability  soon 
winning  him  recognition  and  a  liberal  share 
of  the  public  patronage.  In  1891  the  Doctor 
helped  to  organize  the  People's  Bank  of 
Graham,  of  which  he  was  president  three 
and  a  half  years;  but,  the  business  proving 
too  hard  for  him,  he  sold  out  and  has  since 
given  his  entire  attention  to  his  professional 
duties.  In  1897  l^e  opened  a  lumber  yard 
and  placed  his  son  in  charge  of  the  same. 
Besides  his  city  property  he  owns  a  well-im- 
proved farm  in  this  county,  ha\ing  met  with 
success  financially  as  well  as  professionally. 
Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  religiously  is  an  active 
member  of  a  Baptist  church,  taking  an  acti\e 
interest  in  all  church  work  and  serving  as 
moderator  for  the  association  in  Nodaway> 
Atchison,  Holt  and  a  part  of  Andrew  coun- 
ties, llis  wife  is  a  Methodist  in  religious 
belief. 

In  1872  Dr.  RhcKides  was  united  in  mar- 


riage with  Miss  >^ary  T.  Bond,  a  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  who  was  born  ii? 
Missouri,  July  i,  1854.  Her  parents,  Uriah 
and  Louisa  (Fentress)  Bond,  moved  from 
North  Carolina  to  Clay  county,  this  state, 
at  an  early  day,  and  later  came  to  Nodaway 
county.  The  mother  is  now  dcceasefl,  and 
the  father,  who  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade,  now 
finds  a  home  with  the  Doctor  and  his  wife. 
He  is  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Religious- 
ly he  is  a  Methodist,  to  which  church  his' 
wife  also  belonged.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children,  namely:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  J.  Har- 
land :  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  John, 
who  \\as  killed  while  ser\-ing  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war ;  \\"illiam,  de- 
ceased ;  Louisa  J.,  the  widow  of  J.  F.  Brown  ; 
Mary  T.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Martin, 
a  resident  of  Graham ;  Alice,  the  wife  of 
Rev.  ^\^  B.  Cristie;  and  Lulu  H.,  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Battie.  The  Doc- 
tor and  his  wife  ha\'e  had  six  children, 
namely:  (iu_\-,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  a  half;  Ralph,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Graham; 
Karl,  who  dietl  young;  Pierre,  who  is  at- 
tending the  Chicago  University;  \'erne,  also 
in.  college ;  and  Wayne,  at  home. 


GEORGE  W.  DANIEL. 

One  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Atch- 
ison county,  Missouri,  a  reprcsentati\'e  of 
an  old  and  honored  pioneer  family,  is  George 
W.  Daniel,  the  subject  of  this  review.  He 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  where  he  now 
resides,  June  10,  1857,  and  was  reared 
among  the  jjioneers.  He  was  a  son  nf  Will- 
iam Daniel,  a  native  of  Alabama,  who  re- 
moved to  Missouri  and  entered  a  homestead 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  living  in. 
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a  little  slianty  and  being  almost  totally  isolat- 
td  from  the  world.  The  men  \\ho  made  the 
great  state  of  Missouri  were  the  tillers  of 
the  s<jil,  and  among  those  in  i860  no  one  was; 
more  engaged  in  this  undertaking  than  the 
father  of  our  subject.  There  were  many 
Indians  in  the  locality,  who  appeared  to  be 
of  a  friendly  disiK)sition.  and  Mr.  Daniel' was 
a  man  who  was  able  to  appreciate  and  re- 
turn a  good  deed,  even  if  the  complexion  of 
his  neighbor  was  red.  The  Indians  soon 
learned  that  they  had  a  fair-dealing  man  to 
trade  with,  and  he  was  able  to  profit  by  it 
in  many  honorable  ways.  The  first  team  he 
owned  he  inirchased  from  the  sa\ages. 
(jame  was  very  abundant  and  he  would  re- 
mark that  the  deer  gave  him  so  much  hunt- 
ing that  he  never  had  time  to  hunt  Indians. 

Many  judicious  purchases  made  him  one 
of  the  largest  landowners  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. Although  an  ardent  Republican  he 
never  accepted  office.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Florida  Indian  war  and  received  a 
pension  for  the  same,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  he  went  o\\\.  for  a  short  time  with  the 
home  guards,  but  was  of  a  peaceful  dispo- 
sition and  had  no  trouble  with  those  who 
held  differing  opinions.  About  1890  he  re- 
tired from  the  farm,  moving  into  W'estboro, 
and  there  he  died  April  25,  1900. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  by  name  Margaret 
Mulkey,  who  after  marriage  in  1845  came 
with  her  husband  to  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri. Here  she  died  December  25,  1894. 
They  had  been  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  \\'illiam  A.;  Jane,  Mrs.  Sawyer; 
James,  a  farmer;  Mary,  Mrs.  Bailey;  Belle, 


roof  until  1879.  He  had  the  be&t  education 
the  schools  afforded  in  his  locality,  but  has 
learned  more  from  his  mingling  with  the 
world  than  any  knowledge  he  gained  in  any 
institution  of  learning.  After  his  marriage 
he  settled  on  one  of  his  father's  farms  and 
continued  to  farm  for  two  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Kansas,  but  remained  only  eight- 
een months,  coming  back  and  finally  settling 
upon  the  homestead,  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since.  He  has  given  his  attention  to  a 
general  line,  also  raising  cattle,  and  former- 
ly fed  a  great  many.  He  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican and  always  upholds  his  party  prin- 
ciples, but  has  never  aspired  to  office. 

In  1879  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ida 
Clabaugh,  a  native  of  Ohio  who  had  come 
to  Missouri  with  her  mother,  who  was  a 
widow.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Malinda  Clabaugh,  natives  of  Ohio,  where 
Mr.  Clabaugh  died,  Mrs.  Clabaugh  later 
marrying  Mr.  Morrell.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Clabaugh  was  Dr.  James  Hull,  who  prac- 
ticed in  the  county  for  many  years.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clabaugh  were, 
Oscar,  Jennie,  Ida,  Ella,  deceased,  and  John. 
By  this  marriage  Mr.  Daniel  had  three  chil 
dren;  Mabel,  Mrs.  G.  Livingston;  W.  O.. 
at  liome:  and  George  L.,  of  Nebraska.  Mrs. 
Daniel  died  April  30,  1895.  She  had  been 
a  good  woman  and  many  friends  mourned 
her  death.  Mr.  Daniel  was  again  married. 
May  3,  1900,  to  Mrs.  Oliver  Foxworthy, 
born  in  Iowa,  December  8,  1870,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Adeline  Wade,  early  set- 
tlers of  northern  Iowa.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Daniel  is  deceased ;  the  mother  married  a 
second  time.     Her  children  are  William  I.; 


ilrs.  Litle;  Andrew,  of  Salem,  Oregon ■r-£Uiil__Edwin,  deceased;  Andrew  J.:  Mrs.  Daniel; 
subject ;  Absalom,  deceased ;  and  Margaret,  Melissa,  who  is  Mrs.  J.  Cartwell ;  and  Sa- 
Mrs.  Bowers.  phronia  A.,  the  wife  of  G.  Sanderson. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  Both  Mr.  ;ui(l  Mrs.  Daniel  are  consist- 
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ent  and  useful  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  in  the  neiglilioriiood,  wliere  they  enjoy 
the  respect  of  all.  Mr.  Daniel  has  long  been 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  of 
which  he  is  an  active  worker.  The  pioneer 
band  is  well  represented  by  our  subject.  He 
has  seen  much  of  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  his  section  and  has  always  done  his 
])art   towards   its   improx'ement. 


CH.\RLES   E.   C.KRR. 

The  well  known  proprietor  of  the  Maple 
Gro\'e  stock  farm,  situated  five  miles  south- 
east of  Mary\ille  in  the  valley  of  the  102 
river,  is  a  typical  self-made  man,  and  in  the 
following  record  of  his  career  there  is  much 
to  arouse  respect  and  esteem.  He  has  placed 
liis  reliance  upon  industry  and  perseverance 
rather  than  "iuck,"  and  by  making  the  most 
of  circumstances,  howe\er  discouraging,  has 
ntade  his  wa\-  to  a  substantial  success,  his 
fine  farm  being  a  tangible  evidence  of  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Carr  was  born  in  Onondaga  county, 
Xew  York,  .\ugust  31,  1833,  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Rhoda  ( Watson)  Carr,  natives  of 
Rhode  Island  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  the  former  of  Irish  descent.  The  fam- 
ily have  been  mostly  tillers  of  the  soil,  which 
vocation  the  father  followed  as  a  life  work. 
His  wife  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church.  He  was  twice  married  and  by  the 
first  union  had  two  children,  Stephen  and 
Tabitha.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage were  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis,  a  resident 
of  Maryville,  Missouri ;  Lorenzo  and  Rob- 
ert, both  deceased ;  Lafayette,  a  resident  of 
New  York  state ;  Mary ;  Charles  E.,  our  sub- 
ject ;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  J.  McCates ;  and 
Rhoda,  the  wife  of  Calvin  Bush. 


When  two  years  and  a  half  old  Charles 
E.  Carr  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Cat- 
taraugus county,  New  York,  w  iiere  lie  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  commenced  teaching  school,  which 
profession  he  followed  for  three  years,  antl 
then  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  store  the  same  length  of  time. 
After  visiting  his  old  home  he  then  emi- 
grated to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  teaching.  At  the  end 
of  about  six  months  he  took  the  gold  fe\-er 
arid  started  for  California,  but  while  passing- 
through  southern  Iowa  the  rich  lands  of 
that  region  attracted  his  attention  and  he 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  buy  a  farm 
at  the  government  price  of  one  dollar  and 
a  quarter  per  acre.  Borrowing  an  ax  he  cut 
a  few  poles,  marked  off  his  land  and  built 
a  cabin  near  the  present  city  of  Bradclyville, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1867.  In  1863 
he  made  a  trip  to  Idaho  and  spent  se\enteen 
months  in  the  west. 

In  1867  Mr.  Carr  purchased  a  tract  of 
unbroken  land  in  the  valley  of  the  Noda- 
way river  near  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  took  up  his  residence  there- 
on in  March,  in  the  late  '50s.  To  his  original 
purchase  of  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  he 
added  forty  acres.  In  1874  he  came  to  Polk 
township  and  located  where  he  now  resides. 
He  now  has  over  one  thousand  acres,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  stock  farms  in  the  cnunty, 
and  besides  this  valuable  place  he  owns  ])rop- 
erty  in  Maryville.  He  now  has  sixteen  hun- 
dred acres  in  this  county.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  this  city  and  a  director  for  a  number  of 
years.  As  a  financier  he  ranks  among  the 
ablest,  and  for  many  years  loaned  money  t' 
his  neighbors  on  good  securitv. 
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In  1857  Mr.  Carr  married  Miss  M.  J. 
Guthrie,  a  nati\'e  of  Illinois  and  a  daughter 
of  Michael  Guthrie,  who  was  a  pioneer  of 
this  county  and  one  of  its  prominent  farm- 
ers. Her  parents  were  hoth  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  Their  children  were  Will- 
iam, Samuel,  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Melissa  Tibbett, 
I^Iaria,  Mrs.  Nancy  Russell,  Mrs.  Emma 
Lamme  and  Perry.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr 
were  born  five  ciiildren,  namely:  Lewis  R., 
now  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Washington; 
Emma  R.,  the  wife  of  Jt)hn  Whitmack;  and 
Albert.  Fred  and  Charles  C,  all  farmers  of 
this  cuuiity.  The  wife  and  nmtlier  died  in 
Ivlay,  1873,  and  in  March.  1874.  Mr.  Carr 
married  ^Irs.  Luc\'  Cnlburn.  whose  son, 
Herbert  O.  Colburn,  made  his  lunne  with  our 
subject  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years.  The  two  children  born  of  the 
second  uninn  both  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carr  were  married  in  New  York, 
of  which  state  her  parents.  M.  W.  and  Cath- 
erine (Wiles)  Smith,  were  lifelong  resi- 
dents. Her  father  was  ([uite  a  prominent 
farmer  and  miller,  and  was  called  upon  to 
fill  some  cnuntv  offices.  Her  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  their 
family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Holbrf)ok,  a  resident  of  Xew  York 
state,  and  Mrs.  Carr  are  the  only  survivors. 
The  others  were  Orson  and  Anson,  both 
railroad  engineers ;  Nathan :  George,  a  school 
teacher;  and  Charles,  a  farmer,  who  was 
t:iken  prisoner  in  the  late  war  and  died  in 
the  service.  !Mrs.  Carr's  first  husband, 
\\'illiam  H.  Colburn,  was  born  in  Xew  York 
and  in  early  life  followed  school  teaching. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  service 
So  the  captain  of  Company  E,  h^orty-second 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  five 
years,  enduring  all  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions of  such  a  life.     After  his  return  home 


he  was  married,  in  1866,  and  settled  on  his 
farm  in  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1870. 
Religiously  Mrs.  Carr  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church. 

Descended  from  sturdy  Xew  England 
stock,  Mr.  Carr  is  endowed  with  that  en- 
terprise and  perseverance  proverbial  in  the 
Yankee.  During  his  early  residence  in  Iowa 
he  worked  at  anything  which  he  could  find 
to  do,  and  his  labors  always  gave  the  utmost 
satisfaction.  Seeing  such  fine  grazing  land 
all  about  him,  he  was  anxious  to  embark  in 
the  cattle  business.  The  only  opportunity 
he  found  for  raising  ready  money  was  at 
the  laborious  task  of  wheeling  dirt  for  the 
construction  of  a  milldam.  at  which  he 
worked  for  .some  time.  He  at  length  man- 
aged to  save  one  hundred  dollars,  which  he 
invested  in  thirty-three  calves,  and  thus  se- 
cured a  start  in  the  stock  business.  To  pro- 
vide l>imself  with  hay  for  winter  use,  he 
would  mow  at  night,  after  having  used  a 
scythe  all  day,  working  for  others  at  sixty- 
two  and  a  half  cents  jKr  acre.  When  the 
first  tax  on  his  two  hundred  acres  was  due 
he  found  that  he  had  no  money.  It  was  al- 
most impossible  to  raise  the  money,  as  there 
was  no  cash  market  for  his  corn  and  wheat. 
He  took  a  load  to  Mafyville,  where  he  could 
have  exchanged  it  for  goods,  but  this  time 
he  needed  the  ready  money  and  started  to 
return  home  with  his  load.  Meeting  a  man 
who  needed  the  grain  for  bread,  he  sold  him 
the  corn  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
bushel,  and  the  wheat  for  twenty-live.  His 
load  brought  him  onh-  a  few  cents  o\er  what 
was  required  to  pay  his  taxes. 

A  man  of  keen  discrimination  and  sound 
judgment,  he  has  jjrospered  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings, and  has  accumulate<l  a  hand- 
some property.  He  has  ever  made  a  special- 
ty of  stock  raising,  and  upon  his  place  has 
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some  fine  imported  horses,  Kentucky  jacks 
and  sliorthorn  cattle.  In  politics  Mr.  Carr 
is  independent,  reserving  his  right  to  vote 
for  the  man  wliom  lie  helie\-es  best  qualified 

to  fill  the  office,  regardless  oi  party  lines. 


SHELDON  B.  FARGO. 

There  are  some  lix'es  of  peculiar  interest, 
a  record  of  which  might  be  made  voluminous 
and  \-et  be  good  reading,  entertaining  and 
instructive,  from  the  first  line  to  the  last. 
The  biography  of  those  who  have,  during 
any  part  of  their  lives,  had  adventurous  ca- 
reers in  new  countries  and  among  savage 
oi  lawless  people  is  valuable  in  literature, 
not  alone  because  narratives  of  adventure 
are  al\\a}-s  interesting  but  also  because  they 
shed  light  on  important  periods  in  our  his- 
tory which  is  scarcely  obtainable  from  any 
other  source.  There  is  so  much  of  adventur- 
ous and  historic  interest  in  the  life  of  the 
gentleman  named  above  that  it  seems  a  pity 
to  be  oljliged  to  condense  an  account  of  it 
within  the  limits  of  a  mere  biographical 
sketch. 

Sheldon  B.  Fargo,  attorney  at  law  and 
pension  attorney,  Quitman,  Nodaway  coun- 
t}',  one  of  the  well-known  residents  of  north- 
west Missouri,  was  born  in  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  May  13.  1825.  His  father  was 
Thomas  Fargo,  a  son  of  Ezekiel  Fargo,  who 
was  born  at  Sandersfield,  Massachusetts,  in 
1 79 1,  and  became  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1S12.  The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry and  its  founder  in  America  came  from 
the  Isle  of  Man.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
!Mabel  (Bidwell)  Fargo,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Bid- 
well,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  three  years  at  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  and  Mabel  Fargo  were  the  par- 


ents of  nine  children,  four  sfJiis  and  five 
daughters.  Four  are  living,  viz. :  Susan 
Phillips,  of  Illinois;  Ralph  G.,  a  soldier  in 
tile  Ci\'il  war,  serving  in  an  Illinois  infantry 
regiment;  Miio  \\'.,  of  Oklahoma;  ami 
Siieldon  B.  The  others,  who  are  dead,  were 
Emeline  S.,  Eggleston,  Harriet  N.,  Matilda, 
Jerome  D.  and  Jane  E.  Tiieir  father  died 
in  1842,  in  I'eoria  county,  Illinois,  aged 
fifty-one  years;  tlie  mother  in  Stark  county, 
Illinois,  at  the  age  of  nearh-  eighty-seven 
years.  She  came  ol  a  long-lived  family, 
some  members  of  which  had  li\-ed  nearly  one 
hundred  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church ;  her  husband  was  in 
religion  a  Universalist,  and  in  politics  a 
Whig.  He  learned  and  long  followed  the 
tiade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  though  late 
in  life  he  engaged  in  farming. 

Sheldon  B.  Fargo  remained  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  until,  in  1835,  at  the  age 
of  ten,  he  moved  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois, 
twelve  years  before  there  was  a  railroad 
built  in  that  state.  In  1850,  during  the  gold 
excitement,  he  joined  the  great  number  who 
were  pushing  their  way,  against  many  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles,  to  the  western  coast. 
\A'ith  a  four-horse  team  he  spent  one  hun- 
dred and  tweh'e  and  one-half  days  by  the 
way,  finally  settling  at  Corvallis,  Oregon, 
where  lie  lived  for  eight  years.  He  took 
part  in  the  Indian  war,  enlisting  July,  1853, 
and  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  Sep- 
tember 10,  following,  at  Jacksonville,  Ore- 
gon. He  was  orderly  sergeant  in  the  volun- 
teer company  of  Captain  J.  K.  Lamerick. 

Later  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Benton 
county,  Oregon,  and  ser\ed  as  its  sheriff 
while  Oregon  was  a  territory,  and  as  tlie 
first  one  after  Oregon  became  a  state.  There 
were  no  constables  and  his  work  was  onerous 
and    sometimes    exciting    and    dangerous. 
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During  his  residence  in  Washington  he 
served  as  deputy  United  States  marshal  on 
the  revenue  cutter  "Shubrick."  plying  on 
I'uget  Sound.  His  official  duty  was  to  ar- 
rest smugglers  who  might  try  to  bring  goods 
illegally  from  foreign  ports  into  the  United 
States.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1 86 1  at  Walla  Walla,  Washington,  where 
he  practiced  law  until  1868,  meanwhile  act- 
ing as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  first  ju- 
dicial district,  when  he  came  east  to  Stark 
county.  Illinois,  where,  in  1870.  he  was  ap- 
])ointed  attorney  for  the  village  of  Wyom- 
ing, which  office  he  held  for  two  years.  In 
1881  he  came  to  Quitman,  Missouri,  where 
he  is  the  only  lawyer  and  where  he  ably  fills 
the  office  of  pension  attorney. 

^ir.  Fargo  was  married  January  30, 
1878,  in  Wyoming,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Belle 
C'arrico,  a  daughter  of  John  Carrico,  of  that 
2Jlace.  Her  mother  was  Elizabeth  Carrico, 
also  a  native  of  Illinois.  They  have  one  son, 
Ed.  P.  Fargo,  now  in  his  twenty-fifth  year, 
v.ho  is  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Quitman. 
Politically  Mr.  Fargo  is  a  Republican  and 
as  a  citizen  he  is  public  spirited  and  influen- 
tial. As  a  lawyer  he  has,  in  the  course  of 
his  professional  career,  been  called  uix)n  to 
handle  some  cases  of  importance  and  he 
has  won  a  reputation  for  ability  and  success. 
As  a  United  States  pension  attorney  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  win  the  approbation  of  all  con- 
cerned, safeguarding  tiie  interests  of  the 
Ijensioners. 


willia:\i  h.  hixdman. 

William  II.  Ilindman,  a  successful  farm- 
er and  stock  raiser  of  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, has  been  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  county.   He 


is  a  member  of  an  old  pioneer  family,  and 
was  torn  in  Holt  county,  Missouri,  Sep- 
temljer  10.  1849.  <i  son  of  John  and  Nancy  T. 
(Stephenson)  Hindman. 

William  Hindman.  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who 
moved  to  Missouri  at  an  early  day,  settling 
in  Clay  county,  where  he  became  a  well- 
known  farmer.  His  children  were  Thomas. 
Marion.  William,  and  John  M.,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  John  Hindman  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  and 
later  entered  the  Mexican  war,  where  he  saw 
active  service  and  many  hardships.  He  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  government 
a  land  warrant,  which  was  laid  out  in  Holt 
county.  This  he  greatly  improved  and 
afterward  sold,  moving  to  Atchison  coun- 
ty, where  he  carried  on  farming  for  several 
years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  con- 
siderable property.  He  was  torn  in  Octo- 
ber, 1825,  and  his  death  occurred  June  18, 
1858.  He  married  Xancy  J.  Stephenson, 
who  was  born  February  17,  1832,  in  Parke 
county,  Indiana.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  ^largaret  Frontman  Stephen- 
son. Margaret  Frontman  was  a  daugliter 
of  Peter  Frontman,  who  was  of  German  de- 
scent. The  Stephenson  family  were  the  first 
white  settlers  in  Holt  county,  Missouri, 
where  they  assisted  in  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  place.  William  Stephen- 
son, our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Culpeper  county.  Virginia,  in  March. 
1789.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland 
and  his  mother  was  born  in  France.  He 
was  married  in  Virginia,  in  1813.  to  Mar- 
garet Frontman.  and  then  moved  to  Bond 
county,  Illinois,  where  several  of  his  chil- 
dren were  born.  He  then  mo\ed  to  Parke 
county.  Iniliana.  where  he  remained  until 
June.  1840,  when  he  took  up  his  final  resi- 
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<lence  in  Holt  countv.  ]\Iis.si)uri.  wliere  two 
of  liis  sons  resided.  He  died  in  1842.  and 
liis  wife  li\ed  for  several  years  after- 
A\ard.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Theresa  Baldwin;  Blank  S. ;  Peter;  Mrs. 
George  Baxter;  William;  John  F. ;  Alex- 
andria; Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  Hindman ; 
Nancy  J.,  the  mother  of  our  subject ;  James ; 
Michael  S. ;  Elna ;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Collins ; 
Mrs.  Sarah  Hutton ;  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Pice. 

John  M.  and  Nancy  (Stephenson)  Hind- 
man  were  the  parents  of  four  children : 
William  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  ,\.n- 
geline,  the  wife  of  H.  Hurst;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  L,  Mooney;  and  Robert,  of  Arkan- 
sas. January  18,  1859,  Mrs.  Hindman  mar- 
ried John  Sly,  of  Pickaway  county,  Ohio. 
He  was  born  February  22,  1828,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Ann  (McCollister)  Sly.  Henry 
Sly  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  his  wife 
was  a  native  of  Maryland.  John  Sly  en- 
gaged in  shipping  cattle  in  his  native  state, 
and  in  1857  located  in  Clark  township,  Atch- 
ison county,  Missouri,  where  he  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a  large 
brick  house  and  several  fine  out-buildings. 
He  served  several  years  as  county  judge  and, 
w'as  well  known  in  the  community.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sly  were  the  parents  of  four  children ; 
H.  O.,  a  prominent  farmer;  Lillian,  the  wife 
of  H.  F.  Staples;  Senoma,  the  wife  of 
George  Hunter;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  H.  E. 
Wyatt.  Mr.  Sly  was  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
ities'. His  wife  died  December  25,  1882. 
He  is  still  living. 

William  Hindman,  the  subject  of  this 
personal  biography,  was  nine  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  until  he  had  reached  man- 
hood, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  married 
and  began  a  career  for  himself.  In  1874 
he  bought  a   farm,  on  which   he  remained 


until  1882,  when  he  went  to  Nebraska  and 
engaged  in  ranchino-.  At  the  end  of  two 
and  one-half  years  he  returned  to  Atchisoi: 
county,  where  he  lx)ught  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  and  has  since 
added  to  it  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  large 
land  owners  of  the  county,  being  the  jwssess- 
or  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  all  of 
which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
land  when  first  bought  was  worth  thirtv- 
five  dollars  per  acre,  but  the  price  has  ad- 
vanced considerably  since  that  time.  Mr. 
Hindman  owns  se\-eral  head  of  \aluable 
stock,  buying  only  the  best  to  be  obtained. 
His  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  state, 
and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most  solid 
business  men  in  the  county.  He  takes  a 
strong  interest  in  politics,  being  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  political  preferment. 

Mr.  Hindman  married  Bettie  Graves, 
November  i.  1874.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
\\'.  E.  and  Edna  (Saunders)  Graves,  both 
natives  of  Kentucky.  Samuel  Graves,  the 
father  of  William,  was  a  native  of  V^irginia, 
but  early  in  life  settled  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  was  a  well-to-do  farmer.  His  children 
were:  E.  H.,  deceased;  J.  P.,  deceased;  and 
W.  E.,  the  father  of  :\Irs.  Hindman.  W. 
E.  Graves  grew  to  manhood  in  Kentucky, 
when  he  located  in  Buchanan  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  began  farming.  He  then  bought 
another  farm,  on  which  the  town  of  Milton 
now  stands,  and  this  he  improved  and  farmed 
in  general.  It  was  there  he  passed  from  this 
life,  April  22,  1879.  He  was  the  owner  of 
a  number  of  slaves,  and  though  he  was  prac- 
tically a  Union  man  during  the  war  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  south.  He  was 
the  captain  of  the  Paw  Paw  militia  and  saw 
some  active  service  (hiring  the  wai-.  He 
was  the  postmaster  at  Irish  Gni\e,  and  held 
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the  office  of  justice  of  the  jjeace  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Religiously  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  cliurch,  in  which  he  was 
an  active  worker.  Mr.  Graves  married  Edna 
Saunders,  a  daughter  of  Jack  Saunders,  who 
was  a  prominent  and  widely  known  resident 
of  Kentucky  and  later  of  Buchanan  county, 
Missouri.  When  Xodaway  county  was  set- 
tled he  came  here  to  live  and  became  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  He  was  also  a  large  slave 
owner.  For  many  years  he  was  a  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Maryville,  where  he  built 
the  first  business  house.  He  then  went  to 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he  erected  the 
Saunders  House.  Hjs  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: James,  of  r^Iaryville;  Robert,  of  Okla- 
homa; Edna,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Hindman; 
Mishau,  of  St.  Joseph ;  Betta,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Jester,  of  Salem  count}-,  Missouri.  \\'.  E.  and 
Edna  (Saunders)  Graves  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren. These  hve  are  living,  namely :  J.  W., 
a  prominent  farmer  of  this  county;  Robert, 
of  Milton,  ^lissouri ;  R.  S.,  of  St.  Joseph; 
\\'.  E.,  of  Craig,  this  state;  and  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Hindman  and  his  wife  ha\e  Ijeen 
blessed  with  the  following  children :  Robert 
L.,  born  August  13,  1875;  Edward  L.,  born 
January  4,  1877,  died  September  14,  1887; 
Charles  P.,  born  October  11,  1S78,  died 
February  11,  1879;  Pearl  E.,  born  June  28, 
1881,  died  April  14,  1885;  William  R.,  born 
March  21,  1884;  Richard,  born  March  13, 
1886;  Grover  D.,  born  March  3,  1888;  and 
Lillian  G.,  born  August  16,  1891.  Mr. 
Hindman  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, I.  O.  O.  E.,  and  Knights  of  Pythias; 
and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Rathbone 
Sisters  and  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Hindman 
has  always  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 


he  has  been  an  elder  and  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday-school.  The  family  are  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community,  where  they  have 
a  host  of  warm  friends. 


CHRISTIAN  R.  ROLF. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Rolf  has  occupied 
a  leading  position  among  the  earnest  men  of 
Atchison  county,  where  he  has  attained 
prominence  in  political  circles  as  well  as  in 
business  life.  He  was  born  in  the  province 
of  Hano\'er,  Germany,  February  26,  1S54, 
and  was  reared  to  honest  toil,  while  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  community  he  ac- 
quired his  education.  His  parents,  B.  R.  and 
Agnes  (Bensman)  Rolf,  were  both  natives 
of  Hanover,  and  there  they  were  married  and 
reared  their  family.  The  father  died  in  1895, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six.  He  devoted  his  entire  life  to  the 
work  of  the  farm,  lived  quietly  and  unos- 
tentatiously and  commanded  the  respect  and 
conhdence  of  his  fellow  men.  In  his  family 
v;ere  the  following"  named  :  Christian  Rudolf, 
of  this  review;  A.  \\'.,  now  of  Atchison 
county;  and  Henry  Rolf,  of  Fremont  county, 
Iowa.  The  mother  and  daughter  are  still 
living  in  Germany,  and  the  mother  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  was  her  hus- 
band. 

ilr.  Rolf  of  this  review  remained  at  home 
until  nineteen  years  of  age  and  then  took 
passage  at  Bremen  for  New  York,  reaching 
that  harbor  after  thirteen  days.  He  at  once 
made  his  way  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  four  years, 
and  in  1877  he  came  to  Missouri,  locating 
in  Atchison  county,  where  he  again  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  for  a  year.  He  then  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  at  ten  dollars  an 
acre.     Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an 
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iniprcnenient  of  any  kind  made  on  the  place, 
bnt  willi  characteristic  energy  he  began  its 
development,  erected  a  small  house,  lenceil 
a  portion  of  his  place  and  began  farming. 
As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  place  until  he  now  has  two 
liundrcd  and  ninety  acres,  all  in  one  tract. 
This  constitutes  a  line  homestead,  the  land 
being  valued  at  sixty  dollars  per  acre.  .\11 
of  it  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
there  are  good  meadows  and  pasture  lands, 
offering  excellent  grazing  facilities  for  the 
stock.  He  has  erected  a  model  two-story 
frame  residence  and  large  liarns  and  out- 
buildings which,  together  with  orchards  and 
groves  of  ornamental  trees,  render  his  home 
one  of  the  most  attfactixe  and  desirable  coun- 
try seats  in  Atchison  county.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  has  also  raised  and 
handled  considerable  stock.  On  his  arrival 
iri  America  he  had  only  a  few  dollars.  Since 
that  time  he  has  received  a  small  amount 
from  home,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  posses-^ 
sions  have  been  acquired  through  earnest, 
honest  labor,  and  to-day  he  is  the  possessor 
of  much  valuable  property  in  addition  to  his 
farm  possessions.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Farmers"  Bank  at  West' 
boro  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  e.xcellent 
financial  ability,  of  keen  discernment,  un- 
flagging energy  and  persistent  purpose. 

In  1878  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Rolf  and  Miss  Lena  Kahle,  who  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Ciermau}-,  Alarch  1,  1856,  and 
in  1 87 J  crossed  the  .Atlantic  to  America,  re- 
moving from  W'isconsin  to  Missouri,  where 
she  was  married.  Her  parents,  who  were 
farming  people,  both  died  in  Germany.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and 
in  that  faith  reared  their  family  of  seven 
children,  namely  :  Mrs.  Mary  Redeker,  Mrs. 
Anna  Hostman,  Mrs.  Dora  Hasemyer,  ]\Irs. 
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Lena  Rolf,  Henry,  Adam  and  Elizabetii.  The 
last  three  are  still  residents  of  the  old  coun- 
tr}-,  but  the  others  are  li\ing  in  America. 
The  marriage  of  ;\lr.  and  Mrs.  Rolf  has  lieen 
l)lessed  with  seven  children,  namely :  Ru- 
d(_il])h  L..  Alarv,  I'".lla,  August,  Henry,  Clara 
and  Grant  Washington.  In  his  political 
x'iews  ]\Ir.  Rolf  is  a  Republican  and  has  filled 
n^any  oflices  of  honor  and  trust.  I'or  one 
term  he  has  served  as  county  judge,  dis- 
charging his  duty  with  strict  fairness  and 
impartiality.  He  and  his  family  are  consis- 
tent and  worthy  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  Throughout  the  count}'  he  is  widely 
known  as  a  successful  Inisiness  man,  with 
more  than  ordinary  financial  abilit_\".  His 
advice  is  sought  by  many  friends  and  his 
judgment  is  largely  received  as  correct.  His 
hope  of  bettering  his  financial  condition  in 
America  has  been  more  than  realized,  and  he 
has  not  only  gained  financial  success  but  has 
also  secured  a  good  home  and  many  warm 
friends.  From  the  little  German  home  across- 
the  sea  he  made  his  way  to  the  new  world 
and  entered  upon  a  career  wdiich  seems  most 
marvelous;  \-et  it  is  not  the  outcome  of  pro- 
pitious circumstances,  Ijut  the  honest  reward 
of  labor,  good  management,  ambition  and 
energy,  without  which  no  man  can  win 
prosperity. 


ALFRFD  B.  GRAXE. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  }<.iuiig 
man  is  coming  to  the  front  in  these  years  of 
the  changing  centuries.  Not  that  the  y^)ung 
men  are  purposely  crowding  the  old  men  out, 
for  they  ha\e  no  disposition  to  do  that;  and 
the  old  man  is  every vviiere  active  in  public 
affairs;  but  the  work  which  all  good  Amer- 
ican citizens  iind  to  do  is  taken  in  hand  now 
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by  men  at  an  earlier  age  tlian  it  was  a  gen- 
eration or  two  back.  One  ol  the  most  pro- 
gressive young  men  of  Green  townsliip,  Nod- 
away county,  Missouri,  is  .\lfred  B.  Crane, 
whose  jjostoffice  adch-ess  is  BurHngton  Jimc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Crane  was1)orn  near  Ruse\i!le,  W'ar- 
ren  county,  IlHnois,  January  27,  1862,  a  .son 
of  S.  B.  and  Caroline  (Mills)  Crane.  His 
father  was  a  prominent  farmer,  stockman  and 
citizen  and  his  mother  was  a  woman  of  many 
virtues  and  graces.  The  worthy  couple  were 
of  Eastern  birth  and  came  early  in  their  mar- 
ried life  to  their  prairie  home,  \\liere  they 
reared  eleven  children,  six  of  them  sons. 
Alfred  B.  was  brought  up  to  the-  life  work 
of  the  farm  and  sent  to  school  as  opportunity 
was  presented.  He  soon  developed  into  an 
exceptionally  good  farm  hand  and  evinced 
a  great  liking  for  and  practical  interest  in 
cattle,  as  well  as  a  noteworthy  capacity  for 
caring  for  and  managing  farm  stock  of  all 
kinds.  This  inclination  had  much  to  do  with 
shaping  his  subsequent  career  and  contrib- 
uted not  a  little  to  its  success. 

yiv.  Crane  came  to  Nodaway  county  Mis- 
souri, in  1883,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
J.  H.  Crane,  who  has  prospered  and  become 
well  known  in  the  fine  stock  trade.  He 
farmed  successfully  until  1891  on  rented 
land,  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  to  which  he  later  added  two  hundred 
acres,  and  now  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Green  township,  known  as  the 
Crane  farm,  which  constitutes  a  first-class 
agricultural  and  stock-raising  plant,  with  a 
good  residence,  l)arns  and  outbuildings, 
convenient  wells,  and  clover  meadows  and 
blue-grass  pasture  unsurpassed  anywhere 
for  stock-raising  purposes.  He  feeds  cattle 
and  hogs  and  has  been  increasingly  prosper- 
ous, because  he  has  brought  to  his  enterprise 


not  only  industry,  but  also  a  sjiecial  knowl- 
edge of  its  details  and  good  Inisiness  al)ility. 
Mr.  Crane  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss 
Marina  King,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  King. 
Left  an  orphan  early  in  life.  Miss  King  was 
reared  in  the  family  of  J.  W.  Smith,  of 
Green  township.  Thomas  King,  originally 
from  Indiana,  served  in  a  ^lissouri  regiment 
in  the  Civil  war.  His  wife  was  Catherine 
Peters,  who  died  in  1869.  He  passed  away 
in  1870.  Their  children,  eight  in  number, 
were  named  thus,  in  order  of  birth:  Sylves- 
ter, who  became  a  United  States  soldier ; 
Lavina;  E.  M.,  who  also  became  a  soldier  in 
the  United  States  army;  Charles,  Thomas, 
Robert,  Julia  and  Malvina.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Crane  have  five  children,  namely :  William 
S.,  Mills  E.,  Alfred  K,,  Anna  Ruth  and 
Clara.  Mrs.  Crane  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  devoted  to  its  tenets  and 
helpful  to  all  its  interests.  Mr.  Crane  is  a 
Democrat,  politically,  active  in  party  work 
and  influential  in  party  councils.  He  is  one 
of  the  leaders  among  the  young  men  of  the 
township ;  of  the  highest  character,  trusted, 
enterprising  and  progressive  and  success- 
ful. Hi.-,  disposition  is  friendly  and  s}-mpa- 
thetic  to  a  marked  degree  and  liis  manner 
is  frank,  hearty  and  jovial. 


WASHINGTON  HOSHOR. 

Prominent  among  the  successful  agricul- 
turists of  Nodaway  county  is  numbered  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  In  his  special  field  of  industry  he 
has  met  with  remarkable  success,  and  iiy  the 
energ}'  and  zeal  he  has  manifested  he  has 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  pub- 
lic. He  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
December  22,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Barbara  Hoshor,  who  were  born,  reared 
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and  married  in  ^  irginia,  antl  at  a  very  early 
<lay  emigrated  to  Ohici,  wliere  the  fatiier  en- 
tered a  section  of  land  and  improved  a  farm. 
He  also  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill,  grist- 
jnill  and  distiller}-,  and  ])rospered  in  all  his 
undertakings.  He  was  a  man  of  far  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  business  abil- 
ity and  a  capable  financier,  and  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a  large  estate,  owning  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  his 
transactions,  he  commanded  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
<;ontact  either  in  business  or  social  life.  He 
was  the  captain  of  a  company  in  the  war  of 
1 812,  and  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
belief,  while  his  wife,  who  was  of  German 
descent,  held  memliership  in  the  Lutheran 
■church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
and  she  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
ty-four. Their  children  were  George,  Will- 
iam, Allen,  James,  Jefferson,  Perry,  John, 
Washington,  Betsey,  Lydia  and  Barbara.  Of 
this  family  only  our  subject  is  now  living. 
John  was  a  pioneer  of  .Vndrew  county,  Alis- 
souri,  where  he  imi)ro\'ed  a  farm,  and  died 
after  many  years'  residence  there. 

\\'ashington  Hoshor  began  his  education 
in  the  subscription  schools  of  his  native  state, 
and  when  grown  attended  a  seminary  for 
eight  months.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents on  the  old  homestead  throughout  tlieir 
lives.  The  estate  was  then  divided  among 
the  heirs  and  their  interests  became  individ- 
ual. Subsequently  our  subject  purchasetl  a 
jNIexican  war  land  warrant,  with  which,  in 
1856,  he  secured  fourteen  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  the  pur- 
chase price  being  about  seventy-five  cents 
per  acre.  A  portion  of  this  tract  now  adjoins 
the  corporation  of  Maryville.  Returning 
to  Ohio,  he  sold  his  property  there,  and  after 


settling  up  hrs  business  he  joined  his  brother 
John,  in  Andrew  county,  Mis.souri,  in  i860. 
There  be  bought  land,  improved  a  farm,  and 
successfully  engaged  in  the  stock  business 
as  a  dealer  in  cattle  and  hogs. 

In  that  county  Mr.  Hoshor  was  married, 
in  1866,  to  Miss  Anna  Lincoln,  who  was 
born  on  Lincoln  creek,  Andrew  county,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies. Pier  father.  John  Lincoln,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  a  first  cousin  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  At  an  early  day  he  moved  to  An- 
drew count}',  Missouri,  where  in  the  midst  of 
the  wilderness  he  developed  a  good  farm, 
becoming  one  of  its  substantial  farmers  and 
slave-owners.  There  he  died  in  1890,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was 
well  and  favorably  known,  and  justly  merited 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held.  His 
children  were  Anna,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mrs.  William  Walker;  John;  George; 
David  ;  and  Clara,  now  Mrs.  Mead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hoshor  have  five  children,  namely; 
John  L.,  a  resident  of  Colorado;  George  W. 
and  Otis,  both  at  liome;  Eva,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Stock;  Ina,  the  wife  of  Guy  Gray. 

After  rcs'itling  in  And'i'ew  county  for 
about  ten  years,  Mr.  Hoshor  sold  his  prop- 
erty there  and  settled  on  his'  large  farm  in 
Nodaway  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  sold  a  portion  of  the  tract 
adjoining  Maryville,  and  gave  one  acre  for 
a  school  lot,  but  still  retains  nine  hundred  and 
ninetv-nine  acres  of  valuable  land,  running 
from  the  highkind  to  the  valley  of  the  lOJ 
river.  This  is  well  adapted  for  the  raising  of 
both  grain  and  stock,  and  he  has  placed  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  well 
improved  with  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings, which  he  has  erected,  including  a  com- 
modious residence  built  on  an  elevation, 
which  makes  a  lo\ely  building  site.     He  has 
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also  planted  an  orchard  and  forest  trees  and 
otherwise  improved  that  place,  making  it  a 
m.ost  attractive  home,  lie  raises,  buys  and 
feeds  stock.  Success  has  attended  his  well- 
directed  efforts  through  life,  as  he  is  a  man 
of  sound  business  judgment  and  good  execu- 
tl\e  abilitx',  and  he  has  accumulated  a  l.'U'ge 
estate.  Besides  his  valuable  farm  he  owns 
])roi;erty  in  Maryville.  Politically  Mr.  Ho- 
shor  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  but 
luis  never  cared  for  the  honors  of  emolu- 
ments of  pulilic  office. 


ISA.VC   PiARCER.  i 

.\  prominent  and  successful  agriculturist 
of  Atchison  county,  ]\lissouri,  is  Isaac  Bar- 
ger,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.    He  was  born  i 
in  Snyder  count}',  Pennsylvania,  November  ' 
_'4.  1844,  a  son  of  Joseph    and    Eve  (Hor-  ; 
lacher)   Barger.  both    nati\es    of  the    Key-  I 
stone  state,  of  Dutch  descent.     Mr.  Barger, 
si-nior,  uas  a  tanner  li}'  trade  and  moved  into  , 
Pilinois  in    1845,   where  l:e  remained  eight 
years  engaged  in  farming.     Me  then  went 
to  Iowa,  where  he  bought  and  improved  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  still  resides  upon  it, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  honest  toil,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight,  being  still  hale  and  hearty. 
yirs.  Barger  was  removed  by  death,  March 
28,  1900,  she  having  been,  like  her  husband,  ^ 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  family  name  is  well  known ;  one  brother 
of  Joseph  Barger,  named   William  Barger,  ! 
is  a  hotel-keeper  at  West    Side,    C'rawf(3rd 
county,  Iowa,  having  engaged  formerly  at 
farming  in  Iowa  and  at  merchandising  in 
Illinois.      The  brothers  and   sister  of  Mrs. 
Barger  are:  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Manback;  Da- 
vid, a  farmer  in  Illinois;  and  Joseph,  a  half- 
brother,  who  is  a  minister  in  the  Methodist 
church.     Our  subject  was  the  oldest  of  the 


children  of  his  parents,  the  others  being  ^Irs. 
Mary  Vaughn,  William,  of  lo\va,  and  Lu- 
cinda.  now  Mrs.  T.  J'leming. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 
educated  until  his  ninth  \ear,  in  Illinois, 
and  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  the 
new  home  in  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until 
he  was  twenty-se\en  years  old.  He  hail 
thoroughly  learned  the  science  of  farming, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  was  prepared 
to  begin  life  for  himself  with  assurance  of 
success.  Coming  to  Missouri  he  bought  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  and  has 
ever  since  dex'oted  his  time  and  attention  to 
its  cultivation  and  impro\'cment.  The  gro\  es 
of  forest  and  ornamental  trees,  orcharils, 
fencing  and  commodious  and  comfortable 
buildings  testify  to  his  industry  and  energy. 

The  marriage  of  ^Ir.  Barger  took  place 
January  6,  1873,  to  Miss  Lucy  Evans,  who 
was  born  Eebruary  14,  185 j,  in  Wisconsin. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Teagarden  )  E\ans,  natives  of  Ohio 
and  Illinois,  respecti\ely.  ]\lr.  Evans  was 
formerly  a  lead  miner,  later  a  carpenter,  but 
after  the  removal  to  Missouri,  in  1857,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  transforming  in  twenty 
years  a  tract  of  prairie  and  timber  land  into 
a  profitable,  well  cultivated  farm.  Me  died 
in  1S71,  his  wife  siu'viving  him  until  1899. 
Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  where  their  many  virture^  were 
known  and  apiircciated.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Evans  hatl  the  following  children:  Mrs. 
Miriam  I\.inne\-,  2\Irs.  Mary  Brown,  Joseph, 
a  resident  of  Nebraska,  Mrs.  Barger,  Mrs. 
Susan  Woolsey,  Daniel,  of  Nebraska,  John, 
of  the  same  state,  Mrs.  Louisa  I)a\is,  and 
L'lysses,  who  is  not  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
ger have  the  following  children  :  Mrs.  Eva 
Chambers,  Mrs.  Susie  Bentley,  William,  the 
homestead  farmer,  Lillia  and  Pansv  L. 
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Politically  ^Ir.  Barger  is  now  an  inde- 
pendent, althong;h  formerly  he  Aotcd  with 
the  Democratic  ])arty.  His  excellent  wife  is  a 
highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Christian 
clmrcli.  li\ino-  u])  tn  its  teachings  in  her  fam- 
ily and  neighborlioo(l.  ]\Ir.  Barger  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  organ- 
isation and  the  family  is  most  respected  in 
the  cnnmnmitv. 


ha:\iltx  c.  bailey. 

This  is  the  age  <_)f  the  yonng  man, — the 
}(inng  man  in  ])olitics,  the  young  man  in  the 
professidns,  and,  most  important  of  all,  the 
A'oung  man  in  business.  It  is  an  era  of  ynung 
and  X'irile  blood  and  of  the  "strenuous  life." 
]\Ien  of  thirty-fi\c  to  forty-fi\-e  years  of  life 
and  of  twenty  to  thirty  years"  of  business 
experience  now  ably  bear  the  financial  and 
commercial  burdens  which  a  few  years  ago 
fell  more  heavily  on  the  shoulders  of  men  in 
advancing  years,  and  they  bear  them  ably 
and  with  a  deg'ree  of  success  that  is  assuring 
to  the  solicitous  student  of  affairs. 

Hamlin  C.  Bailey,  the  cashier  of  the  Bil- 
by  Bank,  of  Quitman,  Nodaway  county,  is 
one  I  if  the  rei)resentati\'e  younger  business 
men  of  nnrthwestern  Missouri.  He  located 
in  .\tchisiin  count}'  in  TS87.  and  removed  to 
Quitman  in  1800,  He  was  born  near  the 
^fnskingiun  ri\er,  in  ^ilorgan  county,  Ohio, 
July  \2.  i860,  a  son  of  John  P.  and  ]\Iary  J. 
(  Barr  I  Bailey.  His  father,  a  native  son  of 
(Jhiii.  served  during  three  rears  of  the  re- 
bellion period  as  a  member  of  the  Sixty-first 
Dliio  \'<ilunteer  Infantry.  From  the  date  of 
the  m-ganization  of  the  ( irand  .\rni\-  of  the 
l\e])ul)]ic  until  his  death,  in  his  sixt\--third 
}ear,  be  was  a  member  of  that  lindx'.  He 
toiik  uj)  Irs  residence  at  Tarkio,  .\tchison 
coinuy.  -Missouri,  in  1885,  and  there  he  died 


as  the  result  of  an  accident,  leaving  a  widow 
and  five  sons  and  two  daughters :  ]Mack  F. : 
Hamlin  C. ;  Emma,  who  married  F.  A. 
Woodford;  Effie,  the  wife  of  Chris  Jacobs; 
James  R.,  Charlie  L.,  and  Frank.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  recei\-ed  his  education  in 
the  jniblic  schools  while  living  in  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  near  the  city  of  }»Iount  Pleas- 
ant. In  1882  lie  began  to  clerk  in  a  general 
merchandise  store,  where  he  was  employed 
for  five  years.  In  1887  he  came  to  Tarkio, 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Emmert  &  Neal,  as  a  bookkeeper 
of  the  general  merchandise  business,  a  posi- 
I  tion  which  he  held  about  se\'en  years.  He 
j  then  accepted  a  position  in  the  employ  of 
I  Rankin  &  Travis,  another  general  merchan- 
I  dising  firm  of  prominence  in  Tarkio,  which 
he  held  until  he  came  to  Quitman,  as  the 
cashier  of  the  Bilby  Bank. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  in  Tarkin.  July 
I  12,  1887,  to  Miss  Edith  Bailey,  a  daughter 
!  of  Eli  Bailey,  of  that  place.    They  have  three 
!  sons, — Dean,  Halbert  and  Harry.     Political- 
ly Hamlin  C.  Bailey  is  a  Republican,  a  man 
of  alert  intelligence  and  frank  and  cordial 
manner,  altogether  a  manly  type  of  the  self- 
made  American  and  successful  man  of  af- 
fairs.   ^Irs.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  the  ]Meth- 
!  odist  Episcopal  church. 


WILLI A:\I  E.  SCOTT. 

The  gentleman  named  abox'e  is  one  of  the 
])rominent  business  men.  Masons  and  Repub- 
licans of  Nodaway  county,  who  v>as  called 
to  a  public  office  of  importance  because  of 
liis  ])opularity  and  recognized  worth.  Mr. 
Scott  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Elmo, 
Nodaway  county,  Mis.souri,  in  I'ebruary, 
1899.  Fie  has  been  a  resident  of  this  cmm- 
tv  since  1881. 
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Born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa.  May  20,  1861. 
llr.  Scott  is  a  son  of  James  and  ^Margaret 
(Finley)  Scott.  James  Scott  was  born  near 
A\'ashington,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  when  a  mere 
boy  Avas  taken  to  Marion  county.  Indiana, 
where  lie  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith,  but  in  early  man- 
hood removed  to  Iowa  and  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  Lee  county,  where  he  l:)ecame  a  far- 
mer. There  he  met  his  future  wife,  whose 
father  was  a  pioneer  in  the  same  locality.  He 
lived  out  his  days  there  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  in  1X86.  His  widow  is  living 
near  their  S(jn  William  E.,  at  Elmo.  Mr. 
Scott  was  a  Republican  and  a  man  of  force- 
ful character  and  considerable  local  influence. 
This  worthy  couple,  lifelong  Baptists  and 
ardent  believers  in  the  tenets  of  their  church, 
had  three  children :  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Byr(;n  C.  Mitchell  and  lives  at  Topeka, 
Kansas;  William  E.,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  John,  deceased. 

William  E.  Scott  passed  the  years  of  his 
childhood  and  boyhood  on  a  farm  and  was 
duly  initiated,  by  the  usual  hard  and  tire- 
some process,  into  all  the  mysteries  of  agri- 
cultural activity.  Having  actjuired  a  fair 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  by  study 
at  odd  times,  and  having  a  natural  bent  for 
business,  he  early  embraced  a  commercial 
career  and  soon  became  a  general  merchant, 
a  calling  which  for  years  has  demanded  his 
best  abilities  and  has  yielded  him  fairly  sue- 
cesful  returns  for  the  devotion  to  it.  The 
postoffice  having  been  located  in  his  store  for 
some  years  before  his  appointment  as  post- 
master, he  had  gained  a  practical  knowledge 
of  tiie  details  of  the  office  by  acting  as  deputy 
postmaster. 

In  1883  Mr.  Scott  married  Henrietta 
La  Mar,  a  daughter  of  John  M.  La  Mar, 


(a  prominent  citizen  of  Elmo),  an  estimable 
and  cultivated  woman  who  was  educated  at 
the  female  seminary  at  Lexington,  Missouri. 
William  E.  and  Henrietta  (La  Mar)  Scott 
have  four  children,  named  as  follows  in  the 
order  of  their  birth :  John  Ernest.  Stella. 
Ethel  and  Lowell  La  Mar.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scott  are  active  memliers  and  Mr.  Scott  is  a. 
trustee  and  steward  of  the  IMethodist  Epis 
copal  church  of  Elmo.  ^Ir.  Scott  is  a  mem- 
ber and  for  three  years  the  worshipful  master 
of  Elmo  Lodge,  Xo.  329,  Free  and  .Acceptetl 
Masons,  and  has  an  extensive  acquaintance 
among  Masons  in  northwest  }iIissouri. 


GEORCE   R.  SHROCK. 

There  are  numerous  fine  farms  in  Noda- 
way count)^  which  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  others  in  the  state,  and  many  of 
these  are  owned  by  men  who  started  out  in 
life  in  limited  circumstances  and  have  had  to 
o\ercome  manv  hardships  and  difficulties 
but  have  come  out  conquerers  in  the  end. 
A  worthy  representati\e  of  tliis  class  is 
George  R.  Shrock,  wlio  owns  and  operates 
a  good  farm  of  two  hundre<l  and  eighty 
acres  two  miles  north  of  Maryville. 

He  was  born  in  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Februarv  2.  1835,  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Shoup)  Sln-ock,  both  natives  of 
Penn.sylvania  and  representatixes  of  old 
colonial  families  of  German  origin,  who 
have  long  been  ])rominent!y  identified  with 
the  development  of  that  state.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  .Shrock,  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  181  J,  was  a  pioneer  of  Indiana  coun- 
ty and  built  the  first  hotel  in  Blairsville, 
\\hich  is  still  standing.  His  last  days  were 
spent  in  Zanesville,  Ohio.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
the  parents  of  eight  children — George,  John, 
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Micliael,  Lawson,  James,  Sanson,  Jane  and 
Anna.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather 
was  Henry  SIioup,  son  of  Henry  Slioup,  Sr., 
both  natives  of  Penns)dvania.  The  latter  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  under 
the  command  of  George  Washington  and 
Anthony  ^^"ayne.  and  was  with  the  army 
at  \'allcy  I-'orge  and  Stony  Point,  where  the 
courage  and  true  manhnod  nt  the  soldiers 
were  put  to  a  se\-ere  test.  He  saw  many  of 
them  fighting  barefooted  and  almost  naked, 
and  bloody  footprints  marked  their  progress 
through  the  snow.  He  had  two  children^ 
Henr}-  and  John.  Tire  former  followed  farm- 
ing and  also  conducted  a  tavern  on  the  Phila- 
delphia turnpike  running  between  that  cit\- 
and  Pittsburg.  His  was  a  commodious 
b.ouse  and  well  patronized  in  earlv  davs. 
In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  were  Cath- 
olics. They  died  in  Pennsyhania.  Their 
children  were  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; George:  .\bram;  James;  Samuel;  Mrs. 
Parmelia  Baccin.  whose  husband  was  a  Bap- 
tist minister;  Xancy.  the  wife  of  J.  O'Con- 
nor; Delila.  the  wife  of  B.  Trimble;  Hen- 
rietta, the  wife  of  J.  Duffield ;  Bridget,  the 
wife  of  a  Mr.  IMatchett;  and  Margie,  the 
wife  of  a  ]\Ir.  Hartman. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  life- 
long residents  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  stone-mason,  died  on 
his  homestead  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years ;  his  wife  in  1S65,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine.  They  were  consistent  mem- 
l)ers  of  the  Methodist  church  and  most  es- 
timable people.  George  R.  is  the  oldest  of 
their  children,  the  others  being  Mary  A., 
tlie  wife  of  ¥.  Boyer;  Delila  J.,  the  wife  of 
S.  Swarts;  Samuel,  who  ti"'k  part  in  thirty- 
five  l^attles  during  the  Ci\  il  war  and  is  now- 
living  in  southern  ^lissouri ;  and  James,  who 
died  unmarried. 


On  the  home  farm  George  R.  Shrock 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  locality  he  ac(|uired  his  edu- 
cation. On  lea\-ing  the  parental  roof  in 
1859  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  the  following 
year,  during  the  gold  excitement  in  Colo- 
rado, he  went  to  that  state,  where  he  fol- 
lowed mining  for  some  time.  In  iShp,  we 
find  him  in  Idaho  and  ^Montana,  and  later 
in  California,  \\here  he  was  employed  by 
the  government  as  a  teamster,  hauling  jiro- 
visions  to  the  Indians.  In  the  spring  of 
l'864  he  returned  to  Colorado  and  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Third  Colorado  Ca\-alry, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  western  army  and 
did  dut\-  in  snuthern  Colorado  and  Xew 
Mexico.  He  took  ])art  in  several  liattles 
with  the  Indian.N,  including  the  both"  contest- 
ed engagement  at  Sand  creek,  where  over 
forty  soldiers  \\ere  killed  and  woundeil  and 
over  six  hundred  Indians  were  killed.  Pater 
he  was  stationed  on  the  Arkansas  river.  He 
was  mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged 
at  Denver,  in  January,  1865. 

Mr.  Shnick  then  bought  a  farm  in  Har- 
rison county,  .Missouri,  but  shortl}'  after  re- 
turned to  Colurado,  where  he  sjient  three 
years  in  mining,  making  a  total  iif  eight 
vears  spent  in  the  mountains.  In  the  si)ring 
of  1868  he  located  again  upon  his  farm  in 
Harrison  cotnily.  Returning  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  was  there  married  to  Mis>  Mary 
Coy,  who  w;is  born  in  Indiana  county,  in 
1844,  a  daughter  of  Atlam  and  Rachel 
L3'dia  Coy,  also  natives  of  Pennsyhania, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  ;ind 
conducted  a  b.otel  for  n-.any  years,  lli'i- 
maternal  ancestors  were  among  the  Puritans 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  Mayflower. 
In  1870  her  ]);u-ents  moved  to  Worth  coun- 
tv.  Missouri,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing for  some  years,  but  spent  his  last  days 
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h\  retirement  from  active  labor  at  Sheridan, 
\vliere  Iie  died  in  December.  1899.  at  the  age 
of  eiglity-tliree  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  only  ten  days.  In  rchgious  Ijelief  they 
were  Lutlierans.  For  fifty-eiglit  years  they 
had  traveled  life's  journey  together,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  by  two  children : 
Jonathan,  who  still  resides  upon  the  home- 
stead in  Worth  county:  and  Mary,  the  wife 
of  our  .subject.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shrock 
were  born  the  following  children:  Idona, 
the  wife  of  E.  Ruth,  a  farmer  of  Colorado; 
Herbert,  a  farmer  of  Xodaway  county; 
Ear!  \\'..  a  dentist  of  Pueblo.  Ct)lorado;  and 
^Miranda,  Essa,  Goal  and  Rolland.  all  at 
home.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  clnn-ch.died 
April  22,  1894. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Shrock  engaged 
in  farming  in  Harrison  county  for  a  time, 
and  then  sold  his  place  and  purchased  another 
in  Worth  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
si.x  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  went  on 
a  prospecting  tour  to  Oregon.  On  liis  re^ 
turn  to  Missouri,  he  bought  a  farm  in  Xoda- 
way county,  which  he  disposed  of  six  ^^ears 
later  on  his  removal  to  southern  Kansas.  He 
remained  in  that  state  but  one  year,  though 
he  owned  his  farm  there  nine  years.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  he  returned  to  this  county, 
where  lie  has  since  made  his  home,  and  now 
owns  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  two  miles  north  of  Maryville, 
which  is  well  improved  and  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  In  May,  1890,  his 
buildings  were  all  destroyed  by  a  cyclone, 
some  of  his  stock  was  killed,  and  members  of 
his  family  were  severely  injured,  though  they 
e^caped  death.  He  was  unconscious  twenty 
k.ours  and  prostrate  for  some  time.  His  loss 
was  heavy,  as  he  carried  but  little  insurance, 
but  with  characteristic  cnergv  he  at  once  re- 


placed his  buildings,  and  now  has  a  well 
improved  place.  He  raises  and  also  buys 
and  feeds  stock  for  market,  and  in  all  his 
undertakings  is  meeting  with  good  success, 
being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  business 
ability  and  sound  judgment.  Politically  he 
if  an  uncompromising  Republican,  and  re- 
ligiously is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
church. 


CHARLES   S.   XEAL. 

Among  the  honored  early  settlers  of  Xod- 
away county  none  stands  higher  in  public  es- 
teem than  Charles  S.  X'eal,  a  prosperous 
farmer  living  near  Maryville.  He  was  born 
in  Perr}-  township,  Gallia  county,  Ohio, 
October  i,  1825,  and  was  there  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
His  father,  Henry  Xeal,  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe county,  Virginia,  a  son  of  Charles  Xeal, 
who  at  an  early  day  removed  from  that  state 
to  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at 
the  advanced  age  of  nearly  one  hundred 
years.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and 
in  religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  Methodists.  Their  children  were  Will- 
iam; Henry;  John;  Charles;  Jacob;  Mrs. 
Betsy  Armstrong:  Mrs.  Xancy  Maddy; 
Mrs.  Patsy  Colter ;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Xull ;  Mrs. 
Sally  Stewart ;  Eliza,  who  died  unmarried ; 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Smith. 

In  the  county  of  his  natixity  Henry  Xeal 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Sally  Maddy, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  place.  Her  fa- 
ther, John  Maddy,  also  a  native  of  Virginia, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  powder  for 
the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  hauled  it  to  the  front.  He 
died  in  his  native  state.  Mrs.  X'eal  was  the 
oldest  of  his  children,  the  others  being  Mrs. 
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Ellen  Ilinton,  Mrs.  Ann  IMcXeal,  James, 
Jacob,  Jcilm  and  Charles, 

In  i8jo  Henry  Xeal  moved  to  Ohio  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  GalHa  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  imtil  coming  to  Xodaway 
county.  A[issouri,  in  1853,  the  remaiuder 
of  his  life  being  si)ent  near  where  our  sub- 
ject now  li\-es.  Together  they  bought  a 
farm  and  later  entered  some  land,  which 
was  operated  by  the  sons.  Being  a  well 
educated  man,  he  successfully  engaged  in 
school-teaching  during  the  greater  part  oi 
his  life,  and  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  business  of  a  ci\'il  engineer,  surx'ey- 
ing  this  county  and  platting  a  portion  of 
Alary ville,  besides  the  towns  of  Quitman 
and  Xeuia.  He  sur\e\ed  many  jjublic  roads 
and  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the 
development  of  the  county.  In  early  days 
he  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  state  militia 
of  Ohio,  and  as  a  Democrat  took  quite  an 
influential  part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as 
justice  of  the  i>eace  both  in  that  state  and 
i\Iissouri,  and  county  judge  of  Xodaway 
count}-.  He  died  in  1867,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  The  nn.ither 
of  our  subject,  who  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  died  in  this  county, 
in  1858.  Her  children  were  Enos,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas;  Charles  S. ;  Martha,  who 
died  unmarried;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones;  Mrs. 
Jane  Hanna;  Mrs.  Amanda  Pistote,  and 
John  M.,  who  owns  and  operates  a  part  of 
tlie  old  liomestead.  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  married  Mrs,  Charlotte  Campbell, 
who  is  still  living,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  James  L.,  William  A.,  Joshua 
L.  and  Henry  are  lix'ing. 

Charles  S.  Xeal  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  tlieir  removal  to  Missouri,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  with  his  father  in  Noda- 
way county  until  he  was  married,  in  i860. 


to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hawkins.  She  was  born 
iii  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  in  1838,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Eliza  (Bush)  Hawkins, 
who  were  natix'es  of  X^orth  Carolina  and 
New  York,  respectively,  and  were  married 
in  Illinois,  where  the  father  served  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Black  Hawk  war.  In  1856 
he  brought  his  family  to  Missouri  and 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Xodaway 
county,  where  he  improved  a  fine  farm,  be- 
coming one  of  its  stibstantial  agriculturists^ 
Politically  he  was  first  a  ^^'hig  and  later 
a  Democrat,  and  religiously  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Cumberland 
I'resbyterian  church.  He  died  on  his  home- 
stead in  1866,  and  she  departed  this  life*in 
1888.  Their  children  were  Sarah  E.,  the 
wife  of  our  suliject;  ?^Irs.  Frances  Howard; 
-Andrew,  who  <lie(l  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  )-ears :  .Vbram,  wIhj  dietl  in  West  Vir- 
ginia: and  Jolui  P.,  a  resident  of  Mary- 
ville.  ]Mr.  and  Mrs,  Xeal  have  seven  chil- 
dren, namely :  Xettie,  the  wife  of  L.  Birken- 
holz:  Alice  J.,  the  wife  of  W.  Whitnack; 
John  H.  and  Abram  T.,  both  farmers  of 
this  count}-;  William  B.,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa;  Fannie,  at  home;  and  Lottie 
B.,  the  wife  of  C.  Holt,  a  farmer. 

.\fter  his  marriage  Mr.  Xeal  l)egan  the 
struggle  of  life  in  earnest,  and  as  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  has  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. Besides  his  homestead  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  he  now  has  two  other  farms, 
aggregating  four  hundred  acres,  of  well 
improved  and  \-aluable  land.  -\s  a  pioneer 
of  this  region  he  endured  many  hardships 
and  pri\-ations  incident  to  such  a  life.  When 
he  located  here  deer  and  wild  turkeys  were 
plentiful,  the  country  was  sparsely  settled, 
and  as  there  were  no  roads  the  settlers 
drove  straight  across  the  prairies  to  their 
destination.      Mr.   Neal   lived    manv    miles 
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from  a  mill  or  market.  He  has  watched 
with  interest  the  wonderful  advancement 
made  in  this  section,  and  has  ever  borne  his 
part  in  the  work  of  development  and  prog- 
ress. By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  both 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  hold  membership 
ii:  the  Methodist  church  South. 


JACOB  S.  LR-EXGOOD. 

Jacob  S.  Livengood,  a  veteran  of  the 
Ci\il  war,  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Lincoln 
township,  Nodaway  county.  He  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  having  come  here 
when  a  boy  in  1854. 

Mr.  Livengood  was  born  in  Fountain 
count}-.  Indiana,  near  the  Wabash,  IMarch  28, 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Stearns)  Livengood.  His  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  North  Carolina  and  in  1854 
moved  west  to  Missouri  with  ox  teams  and 
V  agons.  After  a  long  and  tedious  journey,  in 
which  they  experienced  many  hardships  and 
privations,  they  arrived  at  their  destination, 
locating  in  Lincoln  township.  Nodaway 
county.  Here  Mrs.  Li\engood  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years,  and  her  husband  at 
the  age  of  fift)'-four  years.  They  were  par- 
ents of  the  following  children,  of  whom  five 
sons  served  in  the  Civil  war.  Their  names 
are  as  follows :  Levi,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  being  a  member  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, Nebraska  Cavalry,  now  lives'  near 
Quitman,  Green  township;  Henry;  .Vndrew 
J.,  deceased,  who  served  in  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, Nebraska  Cavalry,  and  resided  at 
Burlington  Junction,  Missouri ;  George  W., 
who  was  a  memljer  of  the  Second  Nebraska 
Cavalry  and  later  a  member  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  Missouri  \'olunteer  Lifantry,  lives 
at  Elmo,   Missouri ;    Jacob    S. ;    Catherine 


Foster,  of  Oklahoma;  Solomon,  who  served 
ill  the  Fifty-first  Regiment,  Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Infantry;  Sarah  Sloan,  Thomas  and 
Marion.  Mr.  Livengood  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  in  politics  was  a  Douglas 
Democrat.  Religiously,  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
l.ier  of  the  Lutheran,  church. 

Jacob  .S.  Livengood  was  a  boy  of  ten 
years  when  his  parents  moved  to  Missouri, 
and  he  walked  the  entire  distance,  as  the 
wagons  were  all  heavily  loaded  with  house- 
h.old  goods  and  the  women  and  small  chil- 
dren in  the  party.  Here  he  was  reared  and 
attended  .school  in  the  little  old  country 
school  house.  He  was  a  very  industrious 
and  amliitious  yoiuh  and  from  an  early  date 
worked  ujjon  his  father's  farm.  In  1864 
lit  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Fifty-first  Mis- 
souri Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  in  active 
ser\ice  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Benton  Barracks,  St. 
Louis,  ^ilissouri,  where  he  was  stationed 
most  of  the  time,  also  at  Girard,  this  state. 
He  then  returned  home,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  works 
a  fine  rented  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Lincoln 
township,  which  he  keeps  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  any  farm  in  the  community.  He 
is  a  successful  manager  and  his  luitiring  ef- 
forts have  brought  forth  good  results.  He 
is  a  man  of  unimpeachable  character  and  he 
stands  high  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

Mr.  Li\-engood  was  iniited  in  marriage, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-si.x  years,  with  Miss 
]\Iiranda  W'oodaril,  of  Lincoln  township,  a 
daughter  of  David  W'oodard.  a  record  of 
whose  life  is  to  he  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Three  children  were  born  in  this 
this  union,  as  follows:  I'-valine,  the  widow 
of  S.  C.  Brownfieid.  who  lived  in  Lincoln 
township;  Adelnia,  who  is  living  at  home; 
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and  Leonard,  who  also  makes  his  lionie  with 
his  parents.  PoHtically,  our  suljject  is'  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Populist  party.  He 
is  a  mem1)er  of  MarshaU  Post,  Xo.  162,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Ehno,  Missouri. 


FRANK  \\'.   COLE. 

One  does  not  need  to  seek  for  the  self- 
made  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  pmfessions  or 
in  the  busy  marts  of  trade.  The  self-made 
man  is  more  in  evidence  in  farming  commun- 
ities than  almost  anywhere  else,  and  in  such 
environments  he  is  of  a  (juality  about  which 
there  can  be  no  questinn.  An  intimation  that 
a  successful  lawyer  or  l)usiness  man  has  not 
always  been  honest  in  his  prnsperit}-  can 
Iianlly  be  refuted  off  band  ;  but  the  daily 
work  and  the  daily  life,  all  the  hopes,  fears, 
obstacles  and  successes  of  the  farmer's'  ca- 
reer, are  known  to  his  neighbors.  Nodaway 
county  has  its  full  quota  of  worthy  farm- 
ers who  are  self-made  men,  and  (jue  of  them 
held  in  si^ecial  regard  by  \\\>  fellow  citizens  is 
Frank  \\'.  Cole. 

This  weil-known  resident  of  Nodaway 
township  and  county,  ]\Iissouri,  whose  post- 
office  address  is  Burlington  Junction,  was 
born  near  Circleville,  in  Pickaway  county, 
Ohio,  September  20,  1855,  a  son  of  Shad- 
rach  and  Mary  (Franklin)  Cole.  Shadrach 
Cole,  who  was  a  son  of  Dimmet  Cole,  was 
also  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  Dim- 
met  Cole  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock 
and  was  born  in  that  state.  He  died  in  Cass 
county,  Nebraska.  Shadrach  (Jole's  wife, 
nee  Mary  Franklin,  was  also  born  in  Pick- 
away county,  where  she  and  her  husband 
grew  up,  were  educated  and  married.  They 
had  three  children :  (ieorge  Cole,  of  Denver, 
Colorado,  Frank  W.,  and  another  son  who 
died  young.     Mary  (Franklin)  Cole  died  in 


1859,  when  her  son  Frank  W.  was  four 
years  old,  and  after  a  time  Shadrach  (^>le 
married  IMary  West  fall,  who  liore  him  two 
children :  Maud,  who  married  Clem  .\ley, 
of  Nebraska,  and  Clarence,  who  died  when 
thirteen  vears  old.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  at  the  rather  early  age  of  thirty- 
eight  vears.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  Republi- 
can, a  ]\Iethodist,  and  a  good  citizen  who 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

Frank  W.  Cole  was  thirteen  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  He  grew  up  on  the 
home  farm  in  Nodaway,  gained  a  practical 
education  in  the  jjublic  schools  and  ;is  oc- 
casion offered  olitained  instructive  business 
experience.  He  liegan  farming  for  himself 
in  i88r,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  productive  land,  all  under  ad- 
vanced improvement,  a  large. and  comfort- 
able residence  and  ample  barn  and  stable  ac- 
commodations. He  has  plow  land,  pasture 
land,  meadow  land,  good  and  plentiful 
water,  adequate  outbuildings — everything 
requisite  to  make  bis  farm  one  of  the  goor", 
ones  in  his  neighborhood.  He  was  married 
in  1 88 1,  to  Miss  Alice  Timmons,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Co.x)  Timmons.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Timmons  were  both  liorn  in  Koss 
county,  Ohio.  The  latter  died  No\ember 
25,  1895,  after  having  borne  her  husl>and 
seven  sons  and  si.x  daughters.  Two  of  their 
sons,  Frank  and  Stephen,  were  soldiers  in  the 
federal  army  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
Samuel  Timmons,  who  was  a  practical  farm- 
er, was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cole  have  eight  children,  named  as  follows : 
Maggie  May,  Clarence  Wilbur,  Clara  Etta, 
Edwin  M.,  Jessie  Frances,  Marshall  Hal- 
dana,  Cyrus  Bethel  and  Ada  Gertrude. 
Mr.  Cole  is'  a  progressive  and  substantial 
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fanner,  a  popular  and  influential  Republi- 
can and  a  public-spirited  and  useful  citizen. 
j\lrs.  Cole  is  a  communicant  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and  it  may  be  added  that  the 
entire  family  are  lil)eral  and  helpful  toward 
that  institution.  Mr.  Cole  especially  so.  He 
is  ever  ready  t(3  assist  any  measure  m-  mo\e- 
ment  having  fnr  its  object  the  benefit  of  the 
countv  or  township,  and  \otcs.  as  he  acts  in 
all  relations  of  lite,  from  |)rincii)le. 


WILLIAM   COLTF.U. 

Among  the  representatixe  farmers  of 
I\oda\vay  county  is  the  subject  of  this  bi- 
ographv,  whose  home  is  four  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  Mar_\\ille.  He  is  a  self-made  man. 
having  attaine<l  his  jiresent  i^rosperous  con- 
dition by  perse\erance  and  industry.  .\  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  he  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county.  ^L^rch  6,  1847,  ^'i<^l  '=^  ^  son  of 
Spencer  and  Minerva  (Steel)  Colter,  also 
natives  of  that  state,  where  the  father  spent 
liis  entire  life,  dying  there  in  1892.  lie  was 
one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  his  com- 
munity, was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
sterling  worth.  an<l  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church.  His 
wife,  who  holds  membership  in  the  same 
church,  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Kentucky,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  Their  children  were  Mrs.  Xancy 
Scott,  a  resident  of  Kentucky;  William,  our 
subject:  Andrew  McH..  a  resident  of  Indi- 
ana; and  Samuel  and  James,  both  of  Ken- 
tucky. Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather. 
Mart  Colter,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  of  Irish 
ancestry,  and  was  a  farmer  and  slave-owner 
of  that  state.  He  was  a  \\'hig  in  ])olitics  and 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  the  following  children :  Sterling. 
^\'illiam,  Hence,  Harry  and  Spencer. 


On  the  home  farm  William  Colter  grew 
to  manhood,  and  he  obtained  a  limited  edu- 
tion  in  the  subscription  schools.  The  Civil 
war  ha\ing  broken  out.  he  enlisted,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  in  the  Si.xth  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  First  Di- 
vision, Twenty-first  Corps.  .\rmy  of  the 
Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Wilson.  Me  particii;ated  in  many  skirmishes 
and  hotly  contested  battles  and  was  in  the 
campaign  against  Hood.  In  the  engagement 
at  Tuscaloosa,  .-\labania.  he  received  a  minie 
ball  through  the  body,  and  when  the  com- 
mand retreated  the  wounded  soldiers  were 
taken  prisoners  and  jjlaced  in  the  field  hos- 
p.ital.  where  they  were  well  taken  care  of 
until  Lee's  surrender.  Those  that  were  un- 
able tc)  lea\e  were  taken  in  charge  by  some 
federal  soldiers  who  took  them  to  Tusca- 
loosa, from  there  to  Mobile  and  on  to  New 
Orleans.  On  reaching  the  last  named  city 
Mr.  Colter  was  unable  to  proceed  further 
and  was  placed  in  a  hospital  until  better.  At 
length  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged. 

He  arrived  home  in  September.  1865, 
and  the  following  December  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .\manda  J.  Sutton,  a 
native  of  Kentucky  ami  a  daughter  of  James 
Sutton,  a  farmer,  who  is  still  living  in  that 
state.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  Betty,  the  wife  of 
I.  I'rather;  Henry  and  .\lexander.  both  resi- 
dents of  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Xancy  Babcock; 
^Irs.  Lucv  firaham ;  and  James,  a  resident 
of  Missouri.  Mrs.  Colter,  who  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Ba[)tist  church,  died  .\u- 
gust  17.  i88(>.  leaving  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Erasmus  and  \\'illiam  H.,  farmers  of 
Iowa;  Susan  J.,  the  wife  of  W.  Doherty.  a 
farmer  of  this  county ;  George,  also  of  Iowa  ; 
Miranda,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Watson,  a  farm- 
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er  of  tin's  county;  ^Fary,  tlie  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Horn,  also  a  farmer  ni  ilii^  count}': 
and  Xannie,  at  liome. 

yiv.  Colter  was  again  married,  in  March, 
1890,  his  second  union  heing-  with  Mrs. 
Sarah  E.  Atherton,  the  widnw  of  George 
Atherti.>n,  who  ilied  January  j,  1S87,  leav- 
ing" ftmr  children,  tn  win  an  our  subject  gave 
the  same  ad\'antages  as  his  own  chil<lren  re- 
ceived. They  are  Marion,  who  is  now  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  farming  (ju  his  own 
account;  Arthur,  who  is  employed  by  the 
month  by  Mr.  Colter;  Clyde  and  Clara,  both 
at  home.  ]Mr.  Atherton  was  a  Democrat 
in  politics.  ^Mrs.  Colter's  parents,  Joseph  and 
Abigail  (Scott)  Price,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and 
were  married  in  Iowa.  In  1860  they  came 
to  Xodawa)'  count}',  Missouri,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  after  his  wife's 
death  and  then  lived  with  his  children.  He 
died  in  Kansas,  in  189S,  at  the  ri[)e  old  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Religiously  he  was 
formerlv  a  IMethodist  and  later  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church.  His  wife,  who  held 
membership  in  the  Baptist  church,  died  in 
this  county,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  Their  children  were  Henry,  William 
X.,  Theodore  and  Sarah  E.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Colter  have  four  children :  Ada,  born  X"o- 
vem])er  17,  1S90;  Elva,  Feliruary  15,  1892; 
Jessie,  February  4,  1895;  '^'^^^  Etta,  X^ovem- 
ber  4,   1898. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Colter  settled 
upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1881,  when  he 
came  to  X'odaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
first  located  near  Elnio.  On  his  arrival 
here  he  had  but  five  dollars,  and  therefore 
had  ever}'thing  to  luakc  ;md  nothing  to  lose. 
At  first  he  supported  his  family  by  chopping 
wood  by  the  cord,  and  the  folhnving  season 


commenced  operating  a  rented  farm.  He 
bought  a  team  on  credit,  but  the  man  wlv 
went  his  security  took  the  same  before  his 
crops  were  harx'ested.  Two  southern  friends 
stood  I)}'  him,  liowe\'er,  so  that  lie  was  able 
to  secure  another  team  and  gather  his  croj). 
At  the  end  of  two  years  some  Pennsyhania 
CJermans  insisted  that  he  should  take  their 
large  farm,  which  he  succes;;fully  cultix'ated 
for  man}'  }'ears,  and  in  the  nieanlime  was 
al)le  to  ]5urchase  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Pie  lived  uix)n  the 
rented  farm  until  the  spring  of  1899,  wheit 
lie  moved  to  his  own  place,  leaving  his  sons, 
who  were  now  grown,  to  carry  on  the  other. 
His  farm  is  well  improved  with  good  build- 
ings and  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  handles  some  st<_)ck,  but  has  given  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
general  farming.  Mr.  Ci.ilter  was  reared  a 
Whig,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has 
alw'a}'s  supported  the  Republican  party.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows. 


GEORGE  W.  AIURRAY. 

This  \'\ell  known  agriculturist  of  X'oda- 
way county,  Missouri,  lix'ing  live  miles  west 
of  Skidmore.  was  born  in  Wy<jming  count}', 
Xew  York,  June  18,  J  840,  and  is  a  son  of 
Allen  P.  and  I'anny  C.  (Halstead)  Mur- 
ray, also  nati\'es  of  Xew  York.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Ira  Alurray,  was  born 
in  Scotland  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated 
to  America,  locatinp'  in  Xew  York,  where 
he  followed  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Flis  children  were 
Allen  P. ;  Daniel  R. ;  Austin  W. ;  Charles ; 
and  Emily,  the  wife  of  O.  W,  Johnson,  an 
attorney  of  P'redonia,  X^e-w  York,  Our  sub- 
ject's   maternal    grandfather,    A\'ashington 
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Halstead,  was  also  a  prominent  farmer  of 
New  York,  and  an  active  Mason  until  after 
tile  death  of  Morgan,  when  he  renounced  the 
order.  He  died  on  his  homestead.  In  his 
family  were  nine  children,  namely:  Betsey; 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  Joel  Marsh;  Nancy; 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Horace  Smith;  Laura,  the 
wife  of  B.  Cleveland;  Fanny  C,  mother  of 
our  subject;  Norville;  Lemont;  and  Cullin, 
who  was  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  during  his 
service  in  the  Civil  war. 

After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our 
subject  engaged  in  farming  in  New  York, 
until  1848,  when  he  moved  to  Will  county, 
Illinois.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  search  of  gold,  by  way  of  the  over- 
land route,  and  after  spending  one  year  in 
that  state  was  taken  ill  and  returned  east 
by  water.  About  1853  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  unimproved  prairie  land  in  \\"\\\ 
county,  Illinois,  which  he  improved  and 
then  sold,  and  subseciuentlx-  bought  a  larger 
farm  which  he  ran  a  number  of  years.  In 
1875  he  came  to  this  county  and  bought  a 
farm  north  of  Maryville,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  called  from  this  life  June  18, 
]88j.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  and  was  highly  respected 
b)'  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  Illinois,  and  the  father  sub- 
sequently married  again. 

During  his  boyhood  George  W.  Murraj' 
attended  the  district  schools  near  his  home, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  after 
the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundredth 
Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  he  remained  in  the  service 
until  hostilities  ceased.  His  first  engage- 
ment was  the  battle  of  Perryville,  which  was 
followed  by  the    battle    of    Chickamauga, 


where  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the 
left  side  but  was  able  to  walk  back  to  the 
field  hospital,  where  with  many  wounded 
soldiers  and  hosjjital  employes  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  They  were  sent  to  Richmond, 
Virginia,  where  the  rebel  surgeon  gave  his 
wound  good  attention,  and  where  he  was 
held  a  prisoner  three  months.  He  was  then 
sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  was  later  allowed  to 
come  home,  where  he  remained  five  months. 
When  exchanged  he  joined  his  command  at 
Murfreesboro,  and  at  Big  Shanty  the  regi- 
ment united  with  Sherman's  forces.  After 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  they  went  in  pursuit  of 
Hood,  and  were  with  General  Thomas  in 
the  battle  of  Franklin,  where  about  one 
thousand  Union  soldiers  were  taken  prison- 
ers, our  subject  among  the  number.  They 
were  sent  to  Andersonville,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war,  undergo- 
ing all  the  torture  of  hunger  and  priva- 
tions, sleeping  unprotected  on  the  ground 
and  covered  with  "graybacks."  \Vhen  re- 
leased ^Ir.  Murray  with  others  was  sent  to 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  later  to  Annapolis, 
]\Iaryland,  where  he  remained  some  time, 
serving  as  wardmaster  in  the  first  ward 
of  St.  John's  College  Hospital.  He  was  later 
sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  there  to  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  where  he  was  discharged  as 
a  paroled  prisoner  the  last  of  June,  1865. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Murray  resumed 
work  on  the  farm,  and  soon  afterward 
bought  a  place,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted until  coming  to  this  county  in  the 
fall  of  1870.  The  previous  spring  he  had 
given  one  thousand  dollars  to  Rufus  Smith, 
a  minister  who  was  visiting  in  Illinois  and 
who  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  land  in 
this  county  for  .our  subject.  Mr.  Murray 
was  well  pleased  with  the  property  and  at 
once  began  its  improvement.    His  first  home 
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here  wa^  a  box  Iiouse,  and  liis  stable  was 
inade  of  poles  and  slijiigh  j^rass.  The  same 
fall  the  latter  caught  hre  and  he  lost  all  his 
grain,  some  harness  and  dther  things  of 
nominal  value,  which  proved  a  heavy  loss  to 
him  at  that  time.  He  has  since  prospered, 
however,  and  now  has  a  \'aluable  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  improved  with  good  buildings 
and  a  fine  orchard.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming"  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising, 
and  in  both  branches  of  his  business  has 
been  eminently  successful.  Fonuerly  he 
atliliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but  now 
votes  independent  of  party  ties,  supporting 
the  men  whom  he  believes  best  c^ualified  to 
fill  the  offices.  Religiously  lx)th  he  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Aleth- 
odist  Episcopal  church. 

In  i860  Mr.  ]\Iurray  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  H.  Graham,  who 
was  born  in  ^^'ill  county,  Illinois,  May  30, 
1842.  Her  parents,  Edward  and  Matilda 
(McGowen)  Graham,  were  both  natives  of 
Ireland,  but  were  married  in  Illinois  after 
their  emigration  to  this  country.  The  fa- 
ther bought  a  tract  of  government  land  in 
Will  county,  but  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road claimed  it,  and  he  had  to  purchase 
another  farm  which  he  carried  on  until 
liis  death  in  1852.  He  left  six  children, 
raniely,  Michael,  a  resident  of  Illinois;  Mar- 
garet H.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Thomas, 
•\\hii  lives  near  Minnea])i)lis,  ^Minnesota; 
Ellen,  the  wife  of  John  Galliger,  a  farmer 
of  Holt  county,  Missouri;  John,  a  car- 
penter living  near  Kankakee,  Illinois;  and 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph  McCoy,  of  Illi- 
nois. After  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band Mrs.  Graham  married  Jnhn  McGowen, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children :  Patrick, 
who  occupies  the  old  huiuestead  in  Illinois; 


and  Bridget,  the  wife  of  John  Flageole. 
When  the  father  of  these  children  died  his 
widow  went  to  live  with  a  daughter  near 
Kankakee,  Illinois,  where  she  died  March 
19,  1899,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- four 
years.  In  religious  faith  she  was  a  Catho- 
lic. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  were  born 
nine  children:  George  L.,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Lilla.  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Altaffer, 
section  boss  on  the  ^Missouri  Pacific  Rail- 
road in  Colorado;  Edgar,  a  resident  of  Ful- 
Itrton,  Nebraska ;  Frank,  at  home ;  Ada,  the 
deceased  wife  of  O.  M.  Jones,  a  farmer; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  B.  Reynolds,  a  farmer  of 
Nebraska;  Allen,  at  home;  and  two  who 
died  young. 


JEFFERSON  N.  WILLIAMS. 

The  nation  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
its  old  soldiers,  which,  generous  though  it 
may  be,  it  can  ne\'er  wholly  rejiay.  Many 
of  them  are  burdened  with  ill  health,  the 
cumulati\'e  result  of  disease  contracted  in 
the  service,  and,  during  all  the  years  since 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  to  a  degree  have 
been  handicapped  n\  their  efforts  to  get  on 
in  the  world  by  this  unfortunate  condition. 
The  people  of  Nodaway  county  gladly  do 
honor  to  one  such  ex-soldier,  whose  name  is 
aliove,  whose  citizenship  is  of  a  ([uality  most 
admirable  and  \\ho  has  nex'er  won  a  sub- 
stantial success  in  which  they  ha\'e  not  re- 
joiced with  him. 

JefTerson  N.  AA'illiams  was  born  in  1844, 
in  Perry  county,  Illinois,  a  son  of  Richard 
and  Polly  (Wooten)  Williams.  His  father 
was  born  near  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky,  and 
was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  mother  was  a 
native  of  Illinois.  She  lived  to  be  sex'enty 
years  old  and  died  in  Worth  county,  Mis- 
souri, after  many  years'  membership  in  the 
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Christian  cliurcli.  Richard  WilHams  at- 
tained the  advanced  age  of  fi)ur-score  years, 
after  giving  a  long  and  bnsy  life  to  agri- 
cnltnral  pursuits.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican after  the  organization  of  that  party, 
and  he  was  long  identified  with  the  Chris- 
tian church.  This  worthy  couple  had  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  men  and 
women  respected  l)y  those  who  knew  them. 
Following  are  their  names:  Artemisa,  Rich- 
ard Wesley.  Jefferson  N.,  Angeline,  So- 
pronia,  Jennie.  Belle,  Rozine  and  Emily. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Jefferson 
K.  \Mlliams  went  from  his  old  home  in  Illi- 
nois to  Worth  county,  Missouri,  where  he 
found  enii)liiyment  at  farming.  He  was 
married  in  Worth  county,  to  Mary  E.  Himt, 
a  daughter  of  Judge  John  A.  and  Sarah 
Hunt,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  and  reared 
in  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Mr.  Hunt  wan 
prosecuting  attorney  and  prol)ate  judge  in, 
Worth  county.  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
\\'illiams  have  had  ten  children,  named  as 
follows:  Belle.  Mrs.  Harvey  Shadduck,  of 
Burlington  Junction,  Xndaway  cnunty,  Mis- 
souri; Ida.  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Daughterty, 
of  Oklahoma;  Jnhn,  of  Xodaway  county; 
Richard;  Robert:  Burnell ;  .Mrs.  Rail  Vurge- 
mott,  of  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  coun- 
ty; Blanche  and  Frank,  at  this  time  pupils 
in  the  public  school;  and  Mary,  who  died 
young.  Mr.  Williams  has  followed  farming 
the  most  of  his  life  and  continued  in  that 
occupation  a>  li>ng  as  his  health  permitted. 
When  he  came  out  of  the  army  at  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war,  it  was  as  the  victim  of  a 
combination  of  diseases  contracted  in  the 
service,  from  which  he  has  vainly  sought 
relief  and  which  have  partially  incapacitated 
liim  for  long  continued  manual  lal)or. 

Mr.  Williams'  military  record  is  an  in- 
terestitig  one.     He  was'  a  member  of  Com- 


pany D,  Fourth  Regiment.  Missouri  Cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Captains  i'ritchard  and 
Hamilton,  and  saw  three  years'  ser\';ce  with 
that  organization.  Mr.  Williams  saw  a 
year's  .service,  also,  in  the  Fifty-first  Mis- 
souri \'olunteer  Infantry,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  war  was  honorably  discharged,  having 
seen  all  kinds  of  service,  in  which  he  had 
ac(|uitted  himself  gallantly  and  won  a  record 
of  whicii  any  s<-ildier  might  Ijl'  proutl. 


R.   R.    ST.VPLES.   Sk. 

R.  R.  Staples  is  the  proprietor  of  Grand 
X'iew  Farm,  of  Colfax  township,  .Atchison 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  rc;)re- 
sentriti\'es  of  the  agricultural  interots  in 
r.orthwestern  Missouri.  In  political  circles 
he  is  also  prominent,  his  opinions  carrying 
weight  at  the  councils  of  the  Republican 
party.  Almost  a  (juarter  of  a  century  has 
passed  since  he  arrived  in  this  locality,  and 
as  the  vears  ha\e  gone  by  he  has  been  known 
as  a  ])romoter  of  all  interests  calcuhited  to 
benefit  the  commonwealth. 

Air.  Staples  was  Ijorn  near  .'^jiarta, 
Alonroe  county,  Wisconsin,  Decemlier  23, 
1854.  His  grandfather.  Job  Sta])lc<.  was 
a  native  of  ^'ermont  and  nian\-  }-ears  sailed 
on  the  salt  waters,  visiting  various  foreign 
ports.  He  was  of  Scotch  lineage,  his  an- 
cestors Ijeing  n(.)ted  for  their  l)ra\'ery  and 
business  (lualifications.  .Xbi.'d  .sta]ik-s.  the 
father  of  oin-  subject,  was  ;i  n:iti\e  of 
Orange  count\',  X'ermnnt.  and  married  Miss 
Abagail  Ward,  wlm  was  born  in  Xew  I  l.-imj)- 
shire,  and  was  ;i  <laughter  of  lleiijamin 
Ward,  who  was  bnrn  in  that  state,  nf  Eng- 
lish parentage,  and  died  in  A'ermcnL  In 
the  year  1847  the  parents  of  nur  >nbject 
removed  westward,  locating  in  the  Badger 
state  among  the  early  settlers  of  JefTerson 
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cnunty  and  afterward  took  up  tlieir  abode 
in  Monroe  connt}'.  In  1X56,  with  ox  teams 
and  waoons,  tiie\-  made  an  overland  trip 
to  {'.entry  cijunt\-.  Missouri,  and  in  1862 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  in  Atchi- 
son township,  near  the  present  site  of  the 
town  of  Clearmont,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  there.  The  father  resided  there  un- 
til 1876,  when  he  located  on  the  farm  which 
is  now  th.e  home  of  our  subject,  residing" 
there  until  his  death  in  1879,  when  he  was 
sixty-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Re- 
pul)lican  in  his  political  faith  and  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Christian  church,  which  in- 
dicated his  religious  preference.  His  wife 
was  also  a  member  of  the  same  church  and 
departed  this  life  in  1883,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years.  They  were  people  of 
the  highest  respectability,  enjiiying  the  warm 
regard  of  many  friends.  They  carefully 
reared  their  children,  instilling  into  their 
minds  the  lessons  of  industrv,  economy  and 
honesty.  Four  of  their  si.x  children  are  vet 
living,  namely:  Alarcus  Staples,  a  leading- 
stock  dealer  of  Belle\-ille,  Kansas ;  Almond 
Abial,  a  prominent  dealer  in  stock  in  Colfax 
township;  M3Ton  ^^'illiam,'  who  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  dealing  in  stock  in  Noda- 
way and  Atchison  counties,  and  resides  at 
Burlington  Junction;  and  Rodolph  Rich- 
mond, of  this  review.  Two  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Mr.  Staples,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  a  little  lad  of  three  summers 
when  the  family  removed  from  Wisconsin 
to  Gentr}-  county,  Missouri,  and  was  a  youth 
of  nine  years  when  they  went  to  Nodaway 
county,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm.  His  father  was  extensively  engagei! 
in  raising  and  dealing  in  cattle  and  became- 
an  excellent  judge  of  stock  when  he  was 
}et  a  boy  in  his  'teens.     He  began  his  educa- 


tion in  a  log  cabin  in  Gentry  county  and 
later  attended  the  public  schools  of  Nodaway 
county,  his  knowleilge  having  since  been 
supplemented  by  his  reading  and  experience 
in  business  afYairs.  At  home  he  was  taught 
to  work,  to  be  honest  and  just,  and  those 
qualifications  have  been  numbered  among  his 
characteristics  throughout  his  life.  In  1876 
he  and  his  father  located  on  what  is  now  his 
present  homestead  farm,  wdiere  he  has  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  constituting  one  of 
the  best  farming  ])roperties  in  the  townshi]-). 
His  beautiful  home  is  known  as  Grand  A'iew 
The  house  stands  on  an  elevation,  thus  com- 
manding a  splendid  view  of  the  surrounding 
country.  Other  improvements  are  seen 
there,  including  large  barns,  sheds,  cattle 
yards,  feed  pens,  modern  windmills  and  the 
latest  improved  machinery.  Rich  pastures, 
meadows  and  cultiwited  fields  are  among  the 
features  of  the  homestead,  and  his  corn  crops 
yield  him  from  fifty  to  sixty-fi\-e  bushels 
to  the  acre.  He  is  also  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful cattle  dealers  in  the  county,  having 
large  herds,  which  enable  him  annually  ta 
make  extensive  shipments  to  the  markets. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1876,  Mr.  Staples 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah 
Isabel  Fine,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  good 
family,  and  to  her  husband  has  been  a 
capable  helpmate  on  life's  journey.  She  was 
born  in  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  near  the 
\\'al)ash,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Elizabeth  (Emerick)  Fine,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  the  Floosier  state,  while  the  latter  was 
born  in  Ohio.  In  1859  her  parents  removed 
to  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
still  carries  on  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
a  Democrat  in  his  ]xditical  faith  antl  he  and 
his  wife  are  Lutherans  in  their  religious 
belief.  They  have  eight  children,  namely: 
Mrs.   Clara  Cunningham,   Mrs.   Hannah   I. 
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—      r?.   Mrs.  Alice  Fentiman,  Mrs.   Etta 
-.  Frank  E..  Martin  L-,  Mrs.  Emma 
reii  and  Mal\-ina  M.     Unto  Mr.  and 
Staples  have  been  bom  fonr  children: 
.■\r\-illa  L,  who  is  a  proficient  teacher  of 
music:  Weltha  J.,  who  is  a  singer  of  con- 
siderable reputation,  now  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  choir  in  Taikio;  Lester  O.,  who 
is  a  student  in  Tarido  College ;  and  Rodolph 
R..  Jr.,  who  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the 
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rbools  of  Taikio.     The  daughters 


-ted  in  Tarido  College,  with  the 
.7.  and  are  now  successful  teach- 
ers m  Xodaway  o>unty. 

In  his  political  atfJiations  Mr.  Staples 
is  a  Republican,  unswer\-ing  in  his  advocacy 
of  the  principles  of  the  party.  He  is  rect^- 
nized  as  one  of  the  kxal  leaders  and  has 
exerted  a  strong  influence  in  molding  pub- 
lic thought  and  opinion.  He  has  delivered 
campaign  addresses,  speaking  in  be- 
f  Republican  principles  in  various 
iOrts  of  the  county.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  osuniy,  state  and  congressional  conven- 
tions and  was  a  candidate  for  county  judge 
in  18SS.  at  which  time  he  succeeded  in  re- 
ducing the  Donocratic  and  Populist  ma- 
j  riry  frc^n  eight  hundred  to  nine  votes.  In 
:>■>■>  he  was  nominated  by  his  partj-  for  the 
•;  rr.oe  of  oountj-  recorder,  but  there  was  a 
tuii  n  of  the  Democratic  and  Populist  par- 
ties and  the  combined  strength  was  too 
great  for  him  to  overcome.  The  large  vote 
he  has  polled  indicates  his  personal  popu- 
larit\-  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 

In  Masonic  circles  Mr.  Staples  is  promi- 
nent. h<:>lding  membership  in  the  lodge,  chap- 
ter •  and  council  of  Rodqwrt,  Maryville 
Commandery  Xo.  40.  K.  T.,  and  Moilah 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  St.  Jo- 
seph.    His  wife  and  two    daughters    hold 


membership  in  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
while  the  daughters  are  als<:>  menbers  of 
the  Order  of  the  Daughters  of  Isis.  which 
order  confers  htgiier  degrees  in  ilasonic 
wort  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He  is 
a  gentleman  of  tine  pers-Mal  appearance, 
v.-eighing  two  hundred  and  fort>-  pounds,  is 
frank  and  genial  in  manner,  reliable  in  busi- 
ness, faithful  in  friendship  and  loyal  to  every 
duty  of  citizenship.  These  qualities  have 
gained  for  him  the  warm  r^ard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  In  his  busi- 
ness he  has  met  with  creditable  success, 
which  has  come  to  him  as  a  merit  of  reward 
of  his  own  lal»r.  He  certainly  deser\-es 
mention  among  the  representative  men  of 
.\ichison  OMmty  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  his  record  to  the  readers  of  this 
volume. 


JOHN  C.  SPEXCE. 

John  Cal\-in  Spence,  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Xodaway  count>'.  and  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war.  is  a  native  of  Miami  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  bom  September  3.  1838.     He  is 
of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  his  grand- 
father, John  Spence.  was  a  Re\-olutionary 
soldier.       James  L.  Spence,  the  father  of 
John  C,  was  a  Virginian,  bom  in  180 1.    In 
.  Ohio  he  became  acquainted  with  and  mar- 
'  ried  Ddilah  So>tt,  a  native  of  that  state, 
and  both  anained  an  ad\-anced  age.     Mr. 
Spence,  whose  death  occurred  in  Palmyra, 
Iowa,  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
and  his  wife  died  in  Wa\-ne  county,  Iowa, 
I  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven    years.      TTiey 
;  were  the  parents  of  eight  diildren:  Belle; 
.\llen  T. :  -\bram  L..  a  soldier  in  the  Ci\-il 
I  war,  serving  in  Company  E,  Fourth  Iowa 
Infontiy.  now  resides  in  Iowa:  Maria  J.; 
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Jolin  C,  our  subject;  X'aucy;  Absalom,  de- 
ceased, who  was  a  menil)er  of  Company  B, 
Tenth  Iowa  Infantry;  and  Robert  O. 

John  C.  Spence,  tlie  subject  of  this  Iji- 
ography,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  near  Farmington.  For  a 
lunnber  of  years  he  followed  the  trade  of 
l^lastering,  but  June  2,  1861,  he  enlisted  for 
service,  at  the  first  call  frmu  President 
Lincoln  for  three  hunilred  thousand  men. 
He  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  Eiglith 
Volunteer  Infantry  of  Miss(3uri,  under  Col^ 
onel  Morgan  L.  Smith  and  Captain  D.  A. 
Crier,  of  Peoria,  Illinois.  The  Eighth  Mis- 
souri Regiment,  or  ".\nierican  Zoua\-es," 
were  first  ordereil  to  St.  Louis.  The  first 
battle  in  which  Mr.  Spence  was  engaged 
occurred  at  Fort  Donelson,  hY-hruary  iCi, 
1862.  He  received  a  se\ere  wnund,  being 
shut  in  the  face,  the  bullet  coming  out  from 
behind  the  ear.  The  right  jaw  was  l)roken, 
and  when  the  wound  was  dressed  thirteen 
pieces  of  bone  were  removed.  He  was  in  the 
hospital  at  Mound  City,  Illinois,  for  one 
week,  when  he  was  gi\en  a  leave  of  absence 
for  thirty  davs,  during  which  time  he  went  to 
Jiis  home.  August  10,  1862,  he  re-entered 
the  army  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  being  un- 
der General  Sherman.  The  company  of 
which  Mr.  Spence  was  a  member  went  to 
the  \icinity  of  Vicksburg.  in  the  Yazoo 
.swamps,  where  they  helped  e.xcavate  the 
canal  to  surround  Vicksburg.  Arkansas 
Post  was  taken  with  the  assistance  of  this 
company,  and  on  July  3d  and  4th  Vicksburg 
was  surrounded,  taken,  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  were  placed  over  anotiier  city  in  the 
south.  Engagements  which  followed  were 
at  Champion  Hills,  Black  River,  tiie  siege 
iigainst  General  Joe  Johnston's  troops,  the 
company  going  from  Memphis  to  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee,  and  crossing  the  Chat- 


tanooga river,  where  the  pickets  of  General 
Bragg  were  captured;  Missionary  Ridge, 
Buzzards'  Roost,  the  sieges  of  Atlanta  and 
Savannah  and  the  battle  at  Bentonville. 
While  at  Goldslioro,  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Spence  received  a  veteran's  furlough,  and  on 
the  251)1  of  .\ugust,  1865,  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge,  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
His  career  had  l)een  one  of  great  courage 
and  bravery,  and  his  life  as  a  private  citizen 
has  been  one  of  honesty  and  loyalty  to  his 
fellow  citizens  and  country. 

In  1870  Mr.  Spence  located  in  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  here  he  first  met  and 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Rutledge, 
of  Greene  cninUy,  Indiana,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Julia  .\nn  (  Swalb)  Rutledge. 
She  was  one  of  si.K  children,  two  brothers 
having  fought  in  the  Ci\il  war.  John  Rut- 
ledge, a  member  of  an  Indiana  regiment, 
died  in  the  army,  being  wounded  at  Big 
Shant}',  Georgia;  and  Samuel  M.,  of  the 
Eighteenth  IMissouri  Regiment,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Greene  county,  Indiana.  Her  father 
died  in  New  Market,  Taylor  county,  Iowa. 

Air.  and  Airs.  S])ence  have  two  children: 
Charles,  living  in  Lincoln  township,  Noda- 
way count}- ;  and  Xancy  Emeline.  They  lost 
one  child,  James  !•".,  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
Mrs.  Spence  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Her  husband  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Politicall\-  he  is  a  Republican. 


WILLI.VM   PRIDE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
and  political  interests  of  Nodaway  countj', 
?\Iissouri,  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
was  born  in  Monongalia  county.  West  Vir- 
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ginia.  January  24,  1829.  a  son  of  Burton 
and  Xancy  (Sutton)  Priile,  who  as  farm- 
ing  people  spent  their  entire  Hves  there.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Sutton,  also 
a  farmer  l)y  occupation,  was  born  in  !Mary- 
land  and  died  in  Virginia.  His  children 
were  Xancy,  Asa,  John,  Elizabeth,  Mar- 
garet, Hannah  and  two  who  died  young. 
Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  Jesse,  Henry,  Sally  and 
\\illiam.  To  Burton  and  Xancy  (Sutton) 
Pride  were  born  nine  children,  namely :  Mrs. 
;Mary  A.  Haines,  of  Pennsylvania;  William, 
our  subject;  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried; 
IMalinda,  the  wife  of  S.  H.  Rose;  Josiah, 
deceased;  Xancy,  wife  of  B.  Renner;  Re- 
becca J.,  the  wife  of  L.  Barrickman;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  J.  Mathews;  and  James  V. 
Our  subject  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  to 
come  west. 

On  a  farm  in  his  native  state  William 
Pride  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  pursu- 
ing.his  studies  in  the  common  schools.  In 
Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  mar- 
ried, March  10,  1857,  to  Miss  Ehzabeth 
Stevens,  a  native  of  that  county  and  a  daugh  • 
ter  of  Job  and  Edith  (Renner)  Stevens, 
who  were  also  born  in  that  state,  where  the 
lather  followed  farming  throughout  life. 
After  his  death,  the.  mother  married  a  rela- 
tive, Xed  Stevens,  and  in  1856  moved  to 
Mercer  county,  Illinois,  where  he  died,  but 
she  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  By  her  first  marriage 
she  had  two  children :  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
our  subject :  and  Edward  J. ;  and  there  were 
also  two  children  born  of  the  second  union, 
namelv :  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Guthrie  and  James, 
both  residents  of  Illinois.  Mrs.  Pride,  wh^< 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  died  January    9,    1885, 


leaving  four  children:  James  B.  and  A.  H., 
who  are  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home- 
stead;  Malinda  H.,  the  wife  of  H.  Shrock. 
a  farmer;  and  Xancy  A.,  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Pride  followed 
farming  in  West  Virginia  until  1864,  when 
he  moved  to  Illinois  and  first  located  in 
\'ermilion  county,  but  later  went  to  Mercer 
county,  where,  after  operating  rented  land 
for  a  few  years,  he  purchased  a  farm.  In 
1877  he  traded  that  place  for  his  present  farm 
in  Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  six  miles 
northeast  of  Maryville.  He  has  since  added 
to  it  until  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which 
is  covered  with  timber,  but  the  greater  por- 
tion is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  well 
improved  bottom  land.  In  connection  witli 
general  farming  he  followed  stock  raising 
during  his  active  business  life,  but  is  now 
practically  living"  retired  on  his  homestead, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life,  while 
he  rents  the  land  to  his  sons. 

As  a  Democrat  Mr.  Pride  has  taken  a 
prominent  and  influential  part  in  political 
affairs,  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  con- 
ventions, and  has  been  honored  with  local 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  including 
that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  the  duties  of 
which  he  has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
performed.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Meth- 
odist. His  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  own 
well  directed  and  energetic  efforts,  and  for 
the  same  he  deserves  great  credit. 


ISA.\C  REAKSECKER. 

Among  the  re|)resentative  agriculturists 
of  Xodaway  county,  ^Missouri,  is  Isaac 
Reaksecker,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, Oliio,  October  9,  1849,  ^"<1  ^^'^s  reared 
and  educated  in  mucii  the  usual  manner  of 
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farmer  boys  of  liis  day.  Tlis  father,  Fred- 
erick Reaksecker,  was  Ixirn  in  canton  Berne. 
Switzerland.  January  i6.  iSiTi.  and  in  1S19 
was  l^rought  to  America  liy  liis  parents, 
Cln-ist  and  Barbara  (  Moser)  Reaksecker, 
natives  of  the  same  place — tlie  former  born 
in  1778,  the  latter  in  1780.  The  family  land- 
ed at  Baltimore.  Maryland,  and  proceeded 
at  once  to  Ohio,  where  as  squatters  they 
took  up  land  and  later  entered  it  from  the 
government.  Christ  Reaksecker  died  in 
IMonroe  county,  that  state,  in  iS^f'i,  his  wife 
in  1854.  They  were  fanning-  [jcople  and 
earnest  members  of  the  I.utheran  church. 
]ii  their  family  were  eight  children,  namely: 
Christ,  John,  Peter,  Samuel,  Frederick, 
Le\i,  Barbara  and  Mrs.  Ruse  .\.  Case. 

Frederick  Reaksecker  grew  to  manhood 
in  Ohio,  and  there  married  Christina  King, 
■who  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
xania,  July  20,  1826,  a  daughter  of  John 
;nid  Christina  (Yeager)  King,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  who  was  of 
Fnglish  and  Irish  extractinn.  was  born  in 
August.  1781.  and  died  in  December,  1S63. 
Avhile  her  mother  was  bnrn  in  .Vugust,  1782, 
and  died  in  Mason  county,  \\'est  Virginia, 
in  1878.  Frederick  Reaksecker  made  a  trip 
to  Xew  Orleans  on  a  coal  boat,  and  in  this 
■\\  ay  earned  the  money  with  which  to  enter 
fort}-  acres  of  land  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio, 
to  which  he  subsequent!}-  added  until  he  had 
over  two  hundred  acres  of  in-iproved  land. 
Selling  out  in  the  spring  of  1856,  he  moved 
to  Harrison  county,  ]\Iissouri,  where  he 
boug"ht  a  large  tract  of  wild  land,  and  to  its 
improvement  and  cultivation  devoted  his  en- 
ergies for  many  years.  A  skillful  farmer 
iind  a  man  of  good  business  ability,  he  n-iet 
\vith  excellent  success  in  his  labors  and  be- 
came "well-to-do, "  acctnnulating  a  fine  es- 
tate.     He   was   a   member   of    the    Sweden- 


borgian  church  and  as  a  local  preacher  took 
an  active  part  in  its  work.  Politically  he 
was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican. 
During  the  Rebellion  he  was  a  strong  Union 
n-ian  and  several  times  went  out  with  scout- 
ing parties.  Fie  died  in  Harrison  coui-ity, 
November  16,  1884.  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  estimable  wife 
is  still  living  and  continues  to  reside  on  the 
homestead  in  that  county.  The  children  born 
to  them  were  Emily,  the  wife  of  C.  Midler, 
of  Phoenix,  Arizona ;  Eliza,  the  deceased 
wife  of  O.  T.  Nei¥;  An-ianda.  the  wife  of 
E.  O.  Neff,  of  Harrison  county ;  Isaac,  our 
subject;  Benjan-iin  F..  a  resident  of  Arizona; 
James  \\'.,  of  Oklahoma;  and  Peter  K.,  of 
Harrison  count}-,  this  state. 

Isaac  Reaksecker  accomp'anied  hi^  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  this  state,  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  when  he  took  charge  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land  given  him  Ijy  his 
father.  He  built  a  small  house  and  lived 
alone  for  a  luniiber  of  years.  He  fenced  his 
land  and  ])laced  it  under  cultivation  and  has 
since  added  to  the  tract  until  he  now  has 
six  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  one  body, 
all  under  cultivation  and  well  iniproved. 
This  fine  farm  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
of  its  size  in  Nodaway  county.  Since  1875 
]Mr.  Reaksecker  has  given  consideralile  at- 
tention to  the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock, 
and  in  this  undertaking  has  also  niet  with 
success'. 

On  the  loth  of  June.  1886.  :\Ir.  Reak- 
secker was  united  in  n-iarriage  with  ^Nliss 
Eva  Vancuren.  who  was  born  in  Belmont 
count V,  Ohio,  November  18,  i860,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows;  Lester,  April  24,  1887;  Warren,  Sep- 
tember  12,    1888;   Neva,   March    19,    1890; 
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and  Xoble,  ^lay  12.  1892.  Since  the  age  of 
sixteen  j-ears  Mrs.  Reatcsecker  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churcli, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

Mrs.  Reaksecker's  parents,  Wilson  and 
Eunice  (Humphrey)  ^^ancuren,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Ohio,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  tliroughout  life, 
the  former  dying  there  September  15,  1896, 
the  latter  December  4,  1874.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
Cliristian  church,  while  his  wife  was  a  Bap- 
tist in  religious  belief.  The  children  born 
to  them  were  John,  Eva,  Miner,  Melissa, 
Staunton,  Ora,  Thomas,  Charles  and  Robert. 
Ora  and  Charles  are  now  living  in  Missouri. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Hat- 
tie  Carpenter,  who  is  still  living,  and  to  them 
were  born  six  children,  namely:  David, 
Buella,  Maggie,  Wilson,  Paul  and  Talmage. 
Mrs.  Reaksecker's  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Vancuren,  was  a  nati\e  of  Germany, 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  an  early  settler 
of  Ohio.  His  children  were  David,  Wilson, 
Ann,  Vance,  Andrew,  Shannon,  George  and 
Margaret.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Will- 
iam Humphrey,  was  born  in  Virginia,  of 
Irish  ancestry,  and  also  became  a  farmer  of 
Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  had 
ten  children,  namely :  Eunice,  Sarah,  ]\Iiner, 
Naomi,  William,  Elizabeth,  Esther,  Mar- 
cus, Sanford  and  ^largaret. 


JOSEPH  S.  CARDEX. 

Joseph  S.  Garden,  the  assessor  of  Green 
township,  Nodaway  county,  elected  in  1899, 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  antl  best  known 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  horn  .April 
5.  1868,  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his 
father,  J.  W.  Garden,  a  prominent  and  pop- 


ular citizen,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  count}-,  and  now  the  mayor  of 
Quitman.  His  wife  was  Anna  Holt,  a  daugh- 
of  \\'illiam  Holt,  who  was  among  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county  and  of  a  proitlinent  and 
highly  respectable  family.  J.  S.  Garden  was 
the  fourth  son  and  sixth  child  of  a  family 
of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  and 
spent  his  youthful  days  on  the  farm,  where 
he  was  taught  industrious  habits  and  hon- 
est methods  in  all  his  transactions.  The 
labor  performed  on  the  fann  gave  him  a 
sound  body  and  great  strength,  fitting  him 
for  the  harder  labor  and  more  severe  trials 
cl  life  that  belong  more  especially  to  man- 
hood's lot.  His  education  was  secured  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity, and  he  also  took  a  commercial 
course,  which  he  finds  of  great  use  to  hini 
in  his  daily  business  transactions. 

Remaining  at  home  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-six  j-ears  of  age,  Joseph  S.  Car- 
den  began  life  on  his  own  account,  pur- 
chasing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild 
land,  but  still  remaining  at  home  until  he 
v/as  married.  His  farm,  the  "Blue  Grass 
\'alley  Farm,"  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
country,  and  his  home  one  of  the  finest  in 
his  township.  His  entire  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  are  well  fenced  ofif  into  fields,  for 
grain,  pasture,  etc.,  his  blue-grass  pastures 
and  meadows  rivaling  those  in  the  famous 
blue-grass  regions  of  Kentucky.  He  has 
one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the  county,  and 
liis  residence  is  a  model  of  modern  style, 
with  bay  windows  and  porches.  The  en- 
fre  home  exiiibits  evidences  of  taste,  culture 
aiid  refinement,  having  a  beautiful  yard, 
neatly  kept  lawn,  fiowers  and  shrubs.  The 
house  he  erected  in  1896.  Mr.  Garden  is  en- 
.gaged  in  general  farming  and  the  stock 
l.usiness,  ami  is  one  of  the  successful  men 
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of  the  county.  Ke  was  marrie^l,  Xovember 
4.  1896,  to  Miss  Lida  Ware,  a  woman  of 
intelligence  and  good  family,  well  educated 
and  a  teacher  hefore  her  marriage  from  the 
time  she  was  fifteen  years  nf  age.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  H.  H.  Ware,  deceased,  who 
was  a  prominent  and  well  known  citizen. 
He  was  liorn  in  Ross  C'juiU\'.  Ohio,  and 
moved  tlience  ti:>  Xodawa\'  count}-,  Mis- 
souri. He  was  a  brave  soldier  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  serving  as  the  ad- 
jutant of  the  Forty-fourth  ^Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  and  afterward  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  tlie  Republic. 
His  wife.  !Miss  !Milly  Xeedles.  was  a  native 
of  Missouri,  and  bv  her  he  had  six  children, 
viz. :  John  E..  ]\Irs.  Lida  Garden.  Sanuiel 
F.,  H.A..  Glen  D.  and  Allen  E. 

Joseph  Garden  is  a  member  of  the  ]\Ia- 
sonic  and  Odd  Felii:>w  lodges  of  Quitman. 
Mrs.  Garden  is  a  member  of  the  ^letliodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  stands  high  in  tlie 
estimation  not  only  of  her  sister  members 
of  the  church  but  also  among  all  the  people 
of  the  community  in  which  she  lives.  Mr. 
Garden  may  be  properly  classed  among  the 
self-made  men,  as  be  had  Inn  little  assistance 
from  his  family  or  friends,  and  wiiat  he  has 
accomplished  has  been  mainly  through  his 
own  unaided  efforts. 


JOHX  P.  FRAZEE. 

The  natural  ad^•antages  of  northwest 
Missouri  attracted  at  an  early  day  a  superior 
class  of  settlers,  thrifty,  industrious,  pro- 
gressive and  law-abiding,  whose  influence 
lias  given  permanent  direction  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  lixality.  Among  the 
worthy  pioneers  of  X'odaway  county  John 
P.  Frazce  occupies  a  prominent  place.  He 
was  Ixirn  in  Richland  county.  Ohio,   .\pril 


16,   1832,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools. 

His  parents,  Joshua  and  Anna  (Pitt- 
man)  Frazee,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  were  married  in 
Ohio.  Her  father,  Elias  Pittnian,  moved 
from  Ohio  to  Andrew  county,  ^Missouri,  in 
1838,  where  he  entered  land  and  iInpro^•ed  a 
farm,  and  in  1833  c;une  to  Xiidawa\-  ci  un- 
ty.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  live  with 
his  children,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Frazee,  in  1861.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a  farmer.  His  wife  held 
membership  in  the  Ghristian  church.  Their 
children  were  Thomas,  who  remained  in 
Ohio  I  Cenjamin,  Andrew  and  Richard,  all 
residents  of  IMissouri ;  Anna,  the  mother  of 
our  subject ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Brombaugh ;  ^^Irs. 
Alelissa  Duke;  ]\Irs.  Eliza  Duke;  and  Mrs. 
jNIary  Myers.  Our  subject's  ])aternal  grand- 
father died  in  Pennsylvania,  and  liis  wife 
and  ch'.ldren  afterward  moved  to  Ohio,  where 
Joshua  grew  to  manhood.  He  followed 
farming  there  until  1839.  when  with  his 
familv  he  dri:i\e  across  the  countr\-  to  \n- 
drew  county,  Missouri.  On  reaching  his 
destination  he  found  that  he  had  only  a  dime 
in  his  pocket.  He  soon  found  employment, 
but  his  wages  were  small.  X^eeding  corn  for 
bread  and  feed  for  his  stock,  he  dro\e  to 
G'lav  county,  a  distance  of  <ine  hundred 
miles,  where  he  obtained  it,  but  had  to  pay 
one  dollar  per  bushel.  \\"\\<\  game,  however, 
was  plentiful  and  supplied  the  family  with 
meat.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  ^Ir.  Frazee 
entered  a  tract  of  timber  land,  and  after 
clearing  a  space  planted  the  same  !n  corn 
and  vegetables  for  bis  own  use.  In  1853 
he  traded  his  land  in  .\ndrew  county  for  a 
tract  in  this  comity,  on  which  a  small  log 
house  had  been  erected,  .-uid  some  of  the 
h'.nd    fenced  and  l;roken.      .\t   the  end   of  a 
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year  lie  sold  that  place  and  entered  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  improved  and  con- 
verted into  a  good  farm,  making  it  his  home 
v.ntil  his  death,  Decemher  22.  1881.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics  and  held  some  local 
offices,  and  was  an  elder  in  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  his  wife  w".s  also  a  faith- 
ful member.  She  died  January  30.  1875. 
Thev  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely :  Charlotte,  who  first  married  Rob- 
ert Campbell  and  secondly  Henry  Xeal ;  John 
C.  our  subject;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William 
Stevens ;  and  William,  a  farmer  of  Oklaho- 
ma territory. 

Ji  ilin  P.  Frazee  remained  with  his  par- 
ents luitil  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
then  entered  land  and  improved  a  farm.  At 
the  age  of  thirty-nine  he  married  Miss  Celia 
Shanks,  who  was  born  in  ■Muskingum  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  December  6,  1846,  a  daughter  of 
William  G.  and  Sarah  (Lee)  Shanks.  The 
father  was  l>orn  near  Wheeling.  West  \iv- 
ginia.  March  11,  1822.  and  died  in  Missouri, 
Deccnilicr  29.  1898.  He  was  oae  of  a  family 
o'  nine  children,  the  others  being  Joseph, 
Elizabeth.  Michael.  Stephen,  I-'rank,  Sarah, 
Eliza,  and  Martha,  the  wife  of  J.  West. 
Mrs.  Frazee's  maternal  grandfather.  Sam- 
uel Lee,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Ohio, 
in  whose  family  were  four  children, — James, 
Cornelius,  Mrs.  Jane  Luton  and  Sarah. 
After  his  death  the  m  itlier  married  James 
Hughes,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  ]\lrs. 
Angel :ne  Bonus.  Mrs.  Frazee  is  the  oldest 
in  a  family  of  se\-en  children,  and  in  order 
of  birth  the  others  were  as  fnllows:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  William  Frazee;  Jo.seph.  a  farm- 
er; William,  deceased;  Mrs.  Alice  .Mbright; 
Algernon,  a  farmer;  and  Mrs.  Ida  Roelf- 
son.  The  parents  of  these  children  were 
members  of  the  Cbrist'an  church,  to  which 
our  suljject  and  his  wife  alsn  belong.    They 


have  four  children,  namely:  Rosella,  at 
l-.ome;  Lawrence,  who  is  married  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  homestead ;  Chester 
and  Alpha,  also  at  home. 

Since  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Frazee  has  re- 
sided upon  his  present  farm  near  Mar)- 
ville,  and  so  successfully  has  he  been  that 
he  has  been  able  to  add  to  his  landed  posses- 
sions until  he  now  has  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  fine  valley  land,  all  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved 
with  good  buildings.  He  is  interested  in 
both  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Home  Guards,  but  on  account  of  his 
health  was  unaljle  to  enter  the  regular  serv- 
ice. He  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party 
until  i860,  when  he  voted  for  Lincoln,  but 
since  then  has  supported  the  Democratic  and 
Populist  parties.  His  career  has  ever  been 
such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  and  these  whn  know  him 
best  are  numbered  among  iiis  warmest 
friends. 


GEORGE  R.  HORTIC.V. 

G.  R.  Horten,  dealer  in  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements  of  all  kinds  and  a 
prominent  and  solid  business  man  of  Quit- 
man, carries  a  full  line  of  shelf  and  hea\_v 
hardware  and  all  kinds  of  farming  im- 
plements needed  on  any  farm.  Since  lo- 
cating in  Quitman  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  profitable  business,  which  for  some 
time  previously  had  been  carried  on  by  W. 
L.  Holt,  a  man  well  known  to  all  living  in 
Nodaway  county.  ^Ir.  Horten  also  handles 
a  general  line  of  wagons,  buggies  and  car- 
riages of  e\cry  make  and  sl_\de,  and  the 
goods   sold    b\-   him   gi\e   the   most    general 
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satisfaction.  His  leaders  are  the  Bain 
wagon  and  tlie  Bnrlington  (Pioneer)  linggy, 
than  which  no  lielter  \vag(_Mis  and  huggies 
are  made  in  the  United  States. 

INIr.  Horten  was  born  near  Springfield, 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  February  27, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  E. 
(Tracey)  Horten,  both  of  whom  were  from 
Illinois.  ]\Ir.  Horten  was  a  babe  in  his 
mother's  arms  when  his  parents  removed 
from  Illinois  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
they  settling  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
ciiunt}',  in  Atchison  township,  where  they 
li\ed  for  a  good  many  years.  Ji  jscph  I  lov- 
ten  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  suldier 
iri  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  politics 
a  Republican.  He  was  a  man  of  strength 
of  character,  and  was  well  knnwn  to  many 
of  the  citizens  of  the  county  as  a  man  of 
integrity  and  honest  methods  in  business 
and  a  good  neighbor.  He  died  in  Kansas 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  his  wife  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one.  Tiie_\'  were  the  [jar- 
euts  of  four  children,  viz.  :  William,  of 
Eurlington  Junction,  ^Missouri;  Sarah 
King",  deceased ;  Anna,  of  Nebraska,  and 
George  R.,  the  suliject  of  this  sketch. 

George  R.  Horten  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  on  which  he  performed  iiis  full  share 
of  work,  de\'eloping  his  muscle  and  gaining 
bodily  strength  which  he  could  hax'e  gained 
ill  no  other  way.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools,  and  he  has  always 
been  a  successful  business  man,  noted  for 
his  straightforward  methods  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  for  his  industry  and  integrity.  He 
was  married  September  14,  1890,  to  Miss 
Clara  Kelle)',  a  daughter  of  Newton  Kelley, 
deceased,  and  his  wife,  Martha  I'L  To  this 
marriage  there  has  been  born  one  child, 
Nelly.  Mr.  Horten  is  a  regular  Democrat, 
and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  (jnit- 


niaii,  and  also  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge. 
He  is  of  powerful  physique,  and  weighs 
two  hundred  and  tliirty  ])Ounds.  Mrs. 
Horten  is  a  member  of  the  Cliristian  church. 
Both  are  highly  respected  i)eople,  because 
of  their  many  excellent  traits  of  character 
and  disposition. 


JOHN  G.  BAILEY. 

There  are  nian_\-  reasons  why  J(jhn  G. 
Bailey  should  be  mentioned  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Atchison  county.  First,  be- 
cause he  is  one  of  her  native  sons;  secondly, 
because  he  has  so  long  been  actively  con- 
nected with  the  development  and  growth  of 
this  portion  of  the  state;  and,  thirdly,  be- 
cause he  manifested  a  very  brave  and  val- 
orous spirit  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 
Few  men  have  longer  witnessed  the  uplniild- 
ing  of  this  county  than  Mr.  Bailey,  who  has 
seen  its  transformation  from  a  wild  and 
thinly  po]iulated  district  until  it  has  become 
the  scene  of  great  actix'ity  in  all  departments 
of  business  life,  its  progress  ha\'ing  been 
carried  forward  along  lines  that  have  con- 
tributed in  large  measure  to  the  prosperity  of 
its  citizens. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  October  2^.  1S45, 
his  parents  being  James  and  Nancy  (Wil- 
son) Bailey,  the  former  a  native  of  Tennes- 
see and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  They  were 
married  in  Kentucky  and  came  to  Missouri, 
spending  the  winter  in  Kay  county,  whence 
they  came  to  Atcliison  county  and  located 
near  the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Tarkio. 
Much  of  the  land  was  still  in  the  ]):)Ssession 
of  the  government,  which  offered  it  at  a  low 
price  to  the  settlers  who  would  reclaim  it 
for  purposes  of  civilization.  The  father  of 
our  subject  entered  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  and  developed  and  improved  a  good 
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farm,  upon  which  he  spent  his  remaining 
da  vs.  He  came  to  the  county  as  did  most 
of  the  pioneers,  with  limited  means,  having 
all  to  make  and  nothing  to  lose.  He  found 
an  undeveloped  region  with  good  soil  and 
excellent  natural  advantages,  although  there 
were  many  hardships  and  trials  to  undergo, 
such  as  are  incident  to  pioneer  life.  Many 
rough  bands  of  Indians  still  visited  the 
ncighV)Orhocd  and  deer  and  other  wild  game 
was  to  be  found  in  the  county,  togeth.er  with 
v.  ild  animals  that  preyed  upon  the  stock 
pens.  'Sir.  Bailey  was  particularly  fond  of 
bunting  and  therefore  had  ample  oppsirtunity 
to  indulge  in  that  sport.  The  neighbors 
lived  miles  apart  and  all  were  farming  peo- 
ple who  developed  their  land  and  cultivated 
their  fields  according  to  the  primitive  man- 
ner of  the  times.  Mr.  Bailey  was  broad- 
minded,  charitable  and  hospitable,  and  al- 
ways enjoyed  the  visits  of  his  neighbors 
and  his  house  became  a  place  <>f  entertain- 
ment for  the  wayfaring  men  who  visited 
the  neighborhood.  He  became  widely  and 
favorably  known  and  commanded  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity  and  honor.  Early  in  life 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tist church,  but  later  he  uitited  with  the 
I\Iethodist  Episcopal  church  and  continued 
his  identification  therewith  until  his  death. 
His  vote  supported  the  Democratic  men  and 
measures.  In  1855  his  first  wife  died  and 
he  afterward  married  again.  His  first 
union  was  with  Xancy  Wilson,  a  daughter 
of  Eli  \\'ilson,  of  Kentucky.  He  became 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Missouri,  spend- 
ing his  last  days  in  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Bailey.  His  wife  survived  him 
and  afterward  returned  to  Ray  "county, 
Missouri,  where  she  died,  at  the  very  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six  years. 


Unto  the  parents  of  our  suliject  were 
born  eleven  children:  Catherine,  the  wife 
of  A.  Ripley;  Mrs.  Jane  Cooley;  iMartha, 
the  wife  of  D.  James;  Mrs.  Mar^^  Caudle; 
Sarah:  Anna,  the  wife  of  S.  Ballard:  Eli. 
of  Tarkio;  Louis,  James  and  Ezekiel,  all 
deceased:  and  John  G.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject belonged  to  the  Baptist  church  in  early 
life,  but  afterward  became  united  with  the 
iXIethodist  denomination. 

In  his  parents'  home  John  G.  Bailey 
spent  his  boyhood,  taking  his  place  in  the 
field  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  man- 
age a  plow.  There  he  worked  from  the 
time  of  early  spring  planting  until  the  crops 
were  harvested  in  the  autumn,  and  in  the 
winter  season  he  entered  the  pul)lic  schools 
and  there  continued  his  education  for  some 
years.  In  1862  his  patriotic  spirit  was  so 
aroused  by  the  attempt  of  the  south  to  over- 
throw the  Union  that  he  enlisted  with  Com- 
pany F  of  the  Fifth  iMissouri  Cavalry.  His 
regiment  was  consigned  to  the  western  de- 
partment of  the  army  and  he  saw  some  hard 
service  while  pursuing  Ouantrell.  The 
regiment  hail  many  encounters  with  the 
guerrillas,  and  in  addition  to  the  shirmishes 
he  was  in  the  hotly  contested  battle  of  Glas- 
gow, where  Mr.  Bailey  had  his  left  instep 
broken.  His  services  were  confined  to  iMis- 
souri and  he  traveled  all  over  the  state  and 
was  discharged,  in  1863,  on  account  of  the 
injury  he  sustained,  and  his  discharge  was 
Iionorable,  on  account  of  the  fidelity  of  his 
services. 

Mr.  Bailey  immediately  returned  to  his 
home  and  when  able  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1866  he  was  married,  and  located  on  his 
farm  near  the  present  site  of  Tarkio.  where 
he  remained  four  years,  when  he  sold  that 
propertx'  and  removed  to  Page  county,  Iowa, 
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where  lie  continued  for  ten  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  tliat  period  lie  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  iiundreil  and  seven 
acres,  to  which  he  lias  since  atliled  eighty 
acres.  When  it  came  into  his  possession  it 
was  a  tract  of  unbroken -prairie,  on  whicli 
he  erected  a  house  and  then  began  the  work 
of  developing  his  land.  The  ])rairie  had  to 
be  broken  and  prepared  fur  the  plow,  for 
hitherto  it  was  uncultivated.  .As  the  years 
passed,  however,  he  placetl  acre  after  acre 
under  cultivation  and  now  has  a  splendidly 
developed  farm,  the  well  tilled  fields  yield- 
ing to  him  an  excellent  tribute  in  return  for 
his  care  and  cultivation,  lie  also  has  a  good 
orchard  on  the  place,  substantial  barns  and 
outbuildings  and  a  commodious  residence. 
He  raises  stock,  whereby  his  income  is  ma- 
teriallv  increased,  and  his  business  efforts 
have  been  so  discerningly  directed  along 
well  defiined  lines  of  labor  that  he  has  come 
into  the  possession  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. 

In  iHfjf')  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Bailey  and  Miss  Mar\-  E.  Daniel,  who  was 
born  in  1851  on  the  old  family  homestead 
in  this  county.  Her  parents  were  William 
and  Margaret  (Mulkey)  Daniel,  honored 
pioneer  iieojjle,  the  former  a  native  of  Ala- 
bama and  the  latter  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
In  that  city  they  were  married  and  soon 
afterward  came  to  Missouri,  casting  in  their 
lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Atchison 
count}'.  Thev  located  in  Lincoln  township 
and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  A  mile  from  their  home  was  the 
on!}-  settler  who  lived  in  this  portion  of  the 
county.  A  small  log  cabin  affortled  them 
shelter  in  the  pioneer  days  and  Mr.  Daniel 
began  plying  his  ax  and  following  the  plow, 
thus  continuing  the  work  of  improving  the 
farm  upon  which  he  spent  many  years.    He 


also  added  to  his  property  and  became  the 
owner  of  large  tracts  of  land,  being  known 
as  one  of  the  most  successful,  prominent 
and  influential  farmers  in  the  county.  He 
carried  on  the  cultivation  of  his  fields,  to- 
gether with  raising  and  feeding  cattle  and 
hogs  for  the  market,  and  his  carefully  di- 
rected business  affairs  made  him  f)ne  of  the 
well-to-do  men  of  his  community. 

On  coming  to  Missouri  he  found  many 
Indians,  but  they  were  always  friendly  to 
him,  for  he  had  had  experience  in  dealing 
v,ith  them  in  Alaliama  and  Florida  and  knew 
how  to  treat  them.  He  always  won  their 
tiust  and  friendship.  He  secured  his  first 
ICcim  from  the  Indians  and  never  found 
them  di.sagreealile  or  revengeful,  as  m;my 
of  the  settlers  did.  All  kinds  of  game  were 
plentiful  in  the  forests  and  wild  animals 
roamed  all  over  the  country,  and  the  Indians 
supplied  him  with  veni.son  and  all  the  game 
of  other  kinds  that  he  wished  for.  His  po- 
litical support  was  given  to  the  Repulilican 
partv,  but  oflice  had  no  attraction  for  him. 
He  had  a  high  standard  of  integrity  and 
lionor.  He  was  broad-minded,  intelligent, 
and  a  very  hospitable  man, — the  latchstring 
of  his  cabin  door  always  hanging  out.  He 
became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  thus  proved  of  great  assistance 
to  emigrants  in  settling  up  this  section  of 
the  state.  He  deserves  honor  for  his  charity 
and  kindliness,  and  all  who  knew  him  re- 
sijected  him  for  his  sterhng  characteristics. 
.\liout  iSijO  h;  retired  from  his  homestead 
farm  to  Westljoro,  where  his  wife  died  De- 
cember 25,  1S94,  while  his  death  occurred 
on  the  25111  of  .\pril,  1900.  Both  were  de- 
voted members  of  the  Methodist  lq)iscopal 
church.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Daniel  served 
through  the  Seminole  war  in  I-'lorida  and  for 
this  service  he  received  a  pension.     During 
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tlie  Civil  war,  althougli  lie  was  reared  in 
the  south,  he  sympathized  strongly  with  the 
Union  and  was  a  memher  of  home  guards. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  and  during  the 
period  of  reconstruction  he  had  no  difficulties 
with  the  rehels.  The  children  horn  unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  are  as  follows:  \^■ill- 
iani  A.,  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Jane  Sawyer; 
James  a  farmer;  Mary  E.,  now  'Sirs.  Bailey: 
Mrs.  Belle  Litle;  Andrew  J.,  of  Salem,  Ore- 
gon :  George  W.,  who  owns  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Ahsalom,  who  died  and  left  two  chil- 
dren ;  and  ^Irs.  Margaret  Bowers. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  were  hi)rn 
three  children,  hut  the  first  two  died  in  in- 
f.'incv.  The  surviving  son,  \\'illiam  W.,  was 
born  April  3.  1871,  and  now  'resides  in 
\\'estboro.  He  is  married  and  has  one  son, 
Crant.  Of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  ^Ir.  Bailey  is  a  memher  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  belongs  to  Gettys- 
burg Post,  No.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Xorthboro, 
Iowa,  and  he  has  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  brethren  in  thes^  fraternities.  His 
entire  life  has  been  passed  in  the  community 
where  he  still  makes  his  home,  and  that 
many  of  his  friends  are  numbered  among 
th<ise  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood 
is  an  indication  that  his  career  has  ever  been 
ii|)right  and  honoralile. 


F.  M.  RYAX,  M.  D. 

Dr.  V.  M.  Ryan,  of  Quitman,  Missouri, 
i.i  a  man  of  ability,  character  and  resources. 
Devoting  his  time  and  efforts  to  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  of  the  diseases  to  which 
the  human  system  is  susceptible  and  liable, 
he  has  achieved  success.  After  graduating 
at  the  Ensworth  Medical  Cullege,  of  St. 
Jose])h,  Missouri,  in  the  class  of  1892,  of 
which  he  was,  on  the  first  ballot,  elected  val- 


edictorian of  his  class,  he  established  him- 
self in  Quitman,  where  he  has  since  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  1894  he  took  a  post-graduate 
course  in  New  York  citv. 

He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Adams 
county,  near  West  Union,  October  9,  1870, 
and  is  the  son  of  Charles  Ryan,  a  farmer, 
living  near  Craig,  Holt  county,  Missouri. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Ma- 
theny.  His  parents  had  six  children, — three 
sons  and  three  daughters. 

\\'hen  eight  years  of  age  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  brought  by  his  father  to 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  where  he  grew 
up  on  the  farm,  developing  his  muscular 
strength  by  hard  work  and  improving  his 
mind  by  a  thorough  C(jurse  of  study  at  the 
Stanbury  normal  school.  In  1889  he  began 
reading  medicine,  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Ernest  Kaltenbach,  a  successful  and  lead- 
ing physician  of  Craig.  Holt  county,  and 
later  entered  Ensworth  Medical  College  at 
St.  Joseph,  at  which  he  graduated  in  1892. 
Since  this  time  he  has  had  much  experience, 
has  made  a  thorough  study  of  his  profession, 
thus  adding  greatly  to  his  knowledge  gained 
at  the  medical  college,  and  giving  him  a 
reputation  as  a  most  successful  physician  autl 
surgeon. 

Dr.  Ryan  was  married,  in  1895.  to  ]^Iiss 
Katie  Costello,  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Co.stello, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Nodaway  county, 
who  died  November  16,  1900.  Mrs.  Ryan 
received  her  education  at  the  Mary\ille  Sem- 
inary, anil  is  a  ladv  of  superinr  intelligence 
and  refinement.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan  have 
one  child.  Jnhn  Haruld,  now  three  years  of 
age. 

Polilicallv  Dr.  ]\yan  is  a  strong  Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  been  in  any  sense  of  the 
term  an  office-seeker.     He  is  a  member  of 
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Ouitman  Lodge,  Xo.  284.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  of 
the  Alaryville  ( Missmiri )  Ledge.  K.  of  P.; 
and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
Camp  No.  2434.  Of  tlie  latter  he  is  the 
examinin,^  physician,  and  he  holds  the  same 
connection  with  the  New  York  Life  Lisnr- 
ance  Company  and  with  the  Mutnal  Life 
Lisurance  Company.  The  Doctur  is  a  man 
of  strong  character  and  inlluence,  always 
active  in  the  cause  of  right  and  progress,  fa- 
voring churches  and  schools  and  all  institu- 
tions and  establishments  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  material  and  moral  interests  of 
the  people.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
highly  regarded  by  all.  that  know  him. 


JAMES  A.  FRIEND. 

The  Holland  Dutch  blood  which  early 
became  so  important  an  element  in  our  na- 
tional life  has  never  lost  its  vitality,  and  to 
this  day  descendants  of  Hollanders  iy  all 
parts  of  our  country  exhibit  the  same  sturdy 
traits,  honesty,  industry,  patriotism  and  re- 
liability which  made  the  race  such  a  valuable 
factor  in  our  primitive  steps  toward  en- 
lightenment, emancipation  and  civil,  polit- 
ical and  material  prosperity. 

James  A.  Friend  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Illinois,  in  a  settlement  then 
known  as  Belleville,  March  13,  1840.  He 
grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  [Montgomery 
county,  Illinois,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home.  The  family 
of  Friend,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  is  of 
Dutch  extraction,  and  he  traces  his  ancestry 
to  Holland.  His  father,  George  Friend, 
was  born  in  Kentucky  and  married  Mary 
Thompson,  akso  born  in  Kentuck}?,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  partl\-  in  Kentucky  and 
partly  in  Illinois. 

George  and  Mar}-   (Thompson)   Friend 


had  children  named  as  follows:  I\Iaria, 
Winnie,  .\daline,  Calvin,  Ira  Allan.  Eliza- 
beth, James  A.,  \\'illiam  and  John.  The 
son  last  mentioned  was  a  soldier  in  the 
L'nion  ser\-ice  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
in  which  he  fought  as  a  member  of  a  vol- 
unteer regiment  from  Illinois.  George 
Friend,  who  was  a  lifelong  farmer  and  Dem- 
ocrat, died  aged  sixty  years;  his  wife  passed 
away  at  forty-eight. 

In  i860,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  James  A. 
Friend  went  to  Missouri  to  work  on  a  farm, 
and  he  was  there  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out.  July  16,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Missouri  \'olun^ 
teer  Infantry,  which  was  recruited  at  Llnion- 
ville,  Putnam  county,  Missouri,  and  was  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Morgan.  Com- 
pany E  was  led  early  in  the  war  by  Captain 
Clark,  who  was  killed  at  Shiloh.  Mr. 
Friend  was  in  the  engagements  at  Island 
No.  10,  Shiloh  and  Corinth,  and  was  after- 
ward taken  sick  and  sent  to  a  general  hos- 
pital at  St.  Louis.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  February  27,  1863, 
and  returned  to  Missouri,  weakened  and  af- 
flicted by  a  combination  of  diseases  from 
which  he  has  nc\er  recovered.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Putnam  county,  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Dunla]),  a  daughter  of  Captain 
William  C.  Dunlap,  an  officer  in  the  Missouri 
state  militia.  Captain  Dunlap  married  Dol- 
lie  Webb.  He  died  in  St.  Joseph,  INIissouri, 
and  his  wife  in  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Friend  have  had  fifteen  children, 
named  as  follows:  William,  James  (dead), 
^^■innie,  Dora,  Willard,  Martha  (dead). 
Wade  (dead),  Silas,  Belle  and  Zada 
(twins),  Etheldred,  Laura,  Otis  and  Sophia 
(twins),  and  Gertrude. 

In  1880  Mr.  Friend  removed  with  his 
family   from    Putnam   county   to    Nodaway 
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county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and 
lor  some  years  past  he  has  lived  at  Dawson, 
wliere  the  family  lias  been  active  in  the 
Methodist  church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Friend  and  several  of  their  children  are 
members.  Mrs.  Friend  and  some  of  her 
daughters  are  identified  with  tin.-  Epworth 
League  and  w:ith  the  \\'<  man's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  and  with  other  church 
and  reformatory  organizations.  Mr.  Friend 
is  an  influential  Repul)lican  antl  has  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  the  mission  of  his  party,  but  is 
not  so  partisan  as  not  to  favor  the  best  man 
for  the  ofifice  when  township  affairs  are  un- 
der consideration.  He  has  in  many  ways 
shown  that  he  is  pul)lic-s])irited,  and  he  is 
highlv  regarded  as  a  useful  citizen  and  a 
good  and  helpful  neighbor. 


LEWIS   C.   KAY. 

The  prominent  citizen  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  named 
above  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been 
one  iif  the  youngest  soldiers  of  the  Civil 
war  who  served  two  years  or.  in  fact,  dur- 
ing any  protracteil  period  of  the  internecine 
struggle.  His  military  history  will  be  found 
interesting,  and  tliat  portion  of  this  notice 
devoted  to  his  civil  life  will  be  found  to  re- 
count th€  principal  e\ents  in  a  career  whicii 
has  made  Mr.  Ray  honored  l)y  all  who  have 
known  him. 

Lewis  C.  Ray  was  born  in  Illinois  May 
14.  1847,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Louisa 
((jeorge)  Ray.  Daniel  Ray  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  Ray,  Sr.,  who  was  of  German  an- 
cestry and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  There 
also  Daniel  Ray,  Jr.,  was  born.  Daniel  Ray, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife  Rebecca  li\ed  out  their 
days  in  the  Keystone  state,  and  while  yet  a 
young  man  Daniel  Ray,  Jr.,  who  had  learned 


the  carpenter's  trade,  came  "west"  to  Illi- 
nois, and  there  married  Louisa  George,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  whose  father,  Reuben 
George,  also  a  Tennesseean  by  birth,  had 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  Prairie  state. 

Daniel  Ray,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Louisa 
(George)  Ray,  had  eight  children:  Ruben 
was  the  eldest;  Down  was  a  soldier  in  the 
federal  army  in  the  Civil  war,  a  member  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  now  lives  in  Nebraska; 
Lewis  C.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Ruben  and  Charles  are  citizens  of 
Lincoln  township,  Xodaway  county ;  Orlena 
married  jMartin  Brott  and  lives  in  Neljraska; 
and  Ishmael  and  Jolm  are  dead.  Daniel  Ray 
died  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  aged  fifty 
years,  after  having  devoted  himself  to  car- 
pentering and  building  from  early  manhood. 
His  widow  died  in  Missouri,  aged  seventy. 
Mrs.  Ray  was  a  woman  of  strong  character, 
a  good  wife  and  mother  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church. 

Lewis  C.  Ray  was  brought  up  in  Illinois 
and  attended  the  public  schools  there  until 
he  was  fourteen.  He  then  went  to  Tecum- 
seh,  Johnson  county,  Nebraska,  and  was 
there  employed  and  continued  his  studies  un- 
til August,  1863.  when  he  enlisted,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  and  three  months,  in 
Company  H,  Fourteenth  Regiment  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  organization  commanded  by 
Colonel  Frank  P.  Blair,  which  made  a  great 
record  during  the  war  for  activitj'  and  effi- 
ciency as  scouts  and  rough  riders.  For  some 
timetime  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas,  and  later  it  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. -Its  operations  against 
guerrillas  and  bushwhackers  and  against 
Generals  Price  and  Marmaduke,  of  the  Con- 
federate army,  gave  it  a  place  of  honor  in 
the  history  of  the  Civil  war.     It  was  for  a 
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time  in  the  command  of  General  Thayer,  at 
Pine  Bhiff,  Arkansas,  and  took  part  in  the 
fighting  under  General  Steele,  in  Arkansas 
and  contiguous  territory.  It  also  accom- 
panied General  Banks  on  his  Red  river  ex- 
pedition and  was  in  the  Camden  raid  when 
one  of  the  hardest  fi;)rced  marches  nf  the 
war  was  made.  This  movement  resulted  in 
the  death  of  many  of  the  soldiers  from  dis- 
eases superinduced  by  hardship  and  fatigue. 
Lster,  for  a  time  the  regiment  was  stationed 
at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Mr.  Ray  was  for 
some  months  in  a  hospital  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas,  a  sufferer  from  bilious  fever,  kid- 
ney disease,  rheumatism  and  a  complication 
of  kindred  diseases  from  which  he  has  never 
wholly  recovered.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged frtim  the  service  at  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  and  returned  t(T  Johnson  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  made  his  home  seven 
or  eight  years  thereafter. 

In  1868  Mr.  Ray  married  Mary  A. 
Richardson,  in  Johnson  county,  mentioned. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca 
(Blosser)  Richardson,  was  born  in  Han- 
cock county,  Ohio,  and  reared  in  Indiana 
and  in  Schuyler  and  IMason  counties,  Illi- 
nois, and  removed  while  yet  young  to 
Nebraska.  James  and  Rebecca  (Blosser) 
Richardson  had  three  children :  James  W., 
of  Ness  county,  Kansas;  Michael,  de- 
.  ceased ;  and  Mrs.  Ray.  ^Irs.  Richardson 
died  in  Ohio;  Mr.  Richardson  is  living  in 
Ness  county,  Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
have  had  ten  children :  Minnie  Alice,  Mrs. 
Gilbert  Green ;  George  W. :  Charles  Will- 
iam, Uving  in  Colorado;  Cora,  ^Irs.  Ferd 
Beasley,  also  in  Colorado;  Marion  P.,  of 
Colorado;  Elmer  J.,  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri;  Maud  Belle  and  Edgar;  Clara, 
who  died  when  two  years  old ;  and  Hattie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months. 


Mr.  Ray  has  lived  in  Nodaway  county 
twenty  years,  following  agricultural  pursuits, 
most  of  the  time  in  Lincoln  township,  and 
is  well  known  as  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  man 
of  high  honor  and  the  best  princijiles.  He 
is  a  Democrat  of  considerable  influence  in 
his  party. 


JAMES  W.  SMITH. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
article  is  a  representative,  in  the  Ijest  sense, 
of  a  large  class  of  men  who  ha\e  done  much, 
in  every  conceivable  way,  to  advance  the 
interests  of  their  county  and  state,  and  evi- 
dences of  whose  prosperity  are  visible  on 
every  side — the  enterprising  farmers  and 
stockmen  who  are  making  Missouri  "bloom 
like  the  rose"  and  who  form  the  solid  foun- 
dation of  the  public  prosperity.  Mr.  Smith's 
"Riverside  farm,"  in  Green  township,  Nod- 
away county,  not  far  from  Burlington  Junc- 
tion, which  is  Mr.  Smith's  postofhce  point, 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  that  part  of  the  (boun- 
ty. Everything  about  it  bespeaks  the  pro- 
gressiveness  and  able  management  of  its 
proprietor.  He  has  for  years  been  a  leading 
raiser  of  shorthorn  cattle  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Herefords,  and  he  gives  much  at- 
tention to  horses,  both  for  draught  and 
driving  purposes. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Guilford,  Noda- 
way county,  January  9,  1842,  and  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  soil  who  comes  from  an  old  and 
good  family.  His  father,  Samuel  Smith, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  vicinity. 
He  was  a  son  of  Ahi  Sniith,  a  pioneer  in 
Tennessee,  and  was  born  in  that  state.  He 
passed  his  early  years  there  and  was  educated 
as  completely  as  was  possible  in  the  time  and 
locality.  His  family  emigrated  to  ^Missouri 
and  settled   in  Clay  onmty,  and    in   1841, 
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about  a  year  before  the  birtli  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  Samuel  Smith  came  to  Noda- 
way county.  He  had  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Grooms)  Boone,  wliose  deceased  first  hus- 
band was  a  relative  of  the  celebrated  Daniel 
Boone  and  whose  daugfhters  Sarah  and  Cas- 
sandra went  with  their  husbands  overland 
tc  Oregon  and  to  Washington,  respectively, 
in  1854.  Mrs.  Smith  died  in  1855,  Mr. 
Smith  in  1899.  Samuel  Smith  was  a  small 
and  slightly  built  man,  measuring  only  five 
feet  and  six  inches,  but  he  was  extraordi- 
narily strong  and  active,  and  a  Democrat 
lironiinent  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  day. 
This  worthy  couple  had  five  children,  who 
may  be  referred  to  as  follows  in  the  order 
of  their  nativity:  James  \\'.,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  notice;  .\nins  \\'..  a  Wyoming 
cattle-man;  G.  ^^^.  who  is  a  cattle-man  in 
Wyoming ;  and  two  daughters,  deceased. 

James  \V.  Smith  was  brought  upon  the 
farm  and  was  taught  industry  and  honesty 
an.d  given  some  book  learning  as  well.  In 
1861*  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  saw  much  dangerous  and  arduous  serv- 
.ice,  and  was  wounded,  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  His  service 
covered  almost  the  entire  period  of  the  war. 
He  was  in  General  Cockerell's  command  and 
jiarticipated  under  General  Beauregard, 
in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  and  fought  in  Geor- 
gia under  General  "Joe"  Johnston.  He  was 
disabled  and  made  a  prisoner  of  war  by  the 
federals  at  Franklin,  Tennessee. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Smith  returned  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  devoted 
himself  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
became  a  popular  and  influential  citizen. 
"Riverside  farm,"  containing  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
rural  homes  imaginable.  It  consists  of  al- 
luvial bottom  land  and  rich  upland  and  af- 


fords blue-grass  pasturage  rivaling  any  in 
Kentucky.  Its  residence,  barns  and  out- 
buildings are  first  class  in  every  detail,  and 
it  embraces  orchards  in  which  native  fruit 
is  grown  in  abundance. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  1870,  to 
Miss  Adeline  Johnston,  a  daughter  of 
Ephraim  Johnston,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
this  township,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whom 
ajipears  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born 
in  Dhii)  and  came  with  her  family  to  this 
ccunly,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and 
was  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
three  daughters :  Eva,  the  eldest,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Professor  V.  W .  Jenkins,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  of  Lawrence  University, 
at  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  educators  of  that  state ;  Anna, 
who  graduated  at  Drake  University,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  in  1899;  and  Edna,  a  mem- 
ber of  her  parents'  household.  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  Smith  are  helpful  members  of  the 
Christian  church  and  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat influential  in  home  politics,  and 
"home"  has  a  claim  even  stronger  as  the 
birthplace  of  politics  than  of  charity.  He 
is  public-spirited  as  a  citizen  and  has  al- 
ways favored  and  done  all.  in  his  power  to 
advance  every  movement  which  in  his  judg- 
ment has  tended  to  the  enhancement  of  the 
public  good,  and  in  the  special  labor  of  his 
life,  as  a  farmer  and  stockman,  he  is  iwinted 
to  as  a  leader  whose  methods  are  worthy  of 
imitation  by  those  who  would  strive  intelli- 
gently for  success. 


WILLIAM  WORK-M.\X. 

The  wisdom  of  those  who  came  into 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  (l:i\-  of 
small  tilings  and  here  planted  the  seeds  of 
thrift  and  industry  has  been  demonstrated 
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tlirougliuut  the  period  of  the  country's  de- 
velopment down  to  the  present  time.  Little 
■patches  of  woodland  remote  from  civiliza- 
tion have  been  made  into  farms  large  and 
valuable,  and  civilization,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  pioneer,  has  advanced  ami 
embraced  them  within  its  borders.  Among 
those  of  such  far-seeing  pioneers  the  name 
of  Workman  was  prominent,  and  during  all 
the  years  of  the  history  of  the  county  since 
ii.  has  been  one  of  the  foremost,  standing 
for  education,  improx'ement  and  general 
progress. 

William  \\'orknian,  one  of  tlie  old  resi- 
dents of  Xodaway  township,  and  one  of 
the  prominent,  enterprising  and  successful 
farmers  and  stock  men  of  Nodaway  county, 
jMissouri,  was  born  in  Alonroe  county,  In- 
diana, ^Nlarch  5,  1836,  a  son  of  John  Work- 
man, a  well  known  pioneer  and  influential 
citizen,  a  sketch  of  whose  career  is  presented 
in  these  pages.  Young  Workman  grew  up 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Indiana,  and 
though  his  opportunities  for  "book  learn- 
ing" were  somewhat  limited  he  was  thor- 
oughly taught  the  lessons  that  industry 
v.ill  make  the  world  easy  for  a  man,  and 
that  under  an}-  and  all  circumstances  "hon- 
esty is  the  best  policy."  "Be  faithful  in  all 
things"  was  an  injunction  which  he  memor- 
ized thoroughly  and  has  tried  to  obey 
all  through  life  thus  far.  He  was  taught, 
too,  to  farm  and  clear  land;  he  naturally 
learned  to  hunt  and  in  all  the  skill  and 
craft  of  the  pioneer  farmer  he  was  well 
versed  long  before  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. 

In  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  ]Mr. 
Workman  married  !Miss  Margaret  Weaver, 
a  young  woman  of  good  family  connections 
who  has  proven  herself  such  a  good  wift 


as  is  a  "crown  to  her  husband."  In  1859  he 
came  with  his  father  and  their  families  to 
Xodaway  and  located  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  into  a  good 
farm.  He  has  since  increased  his  holdings 
until  at  this  time  he  owns  i-'ue  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  oi  good  land, 
embracing  i)low  land,  blue-grass  pasture 
land,  meadow  laml,  clover  land  and  wood 
land.  His  Ijlue-grass  land  rivals  any  in 
,Kentuck}-  and  his  clover  land  any  in  Ohio 
or  Illinois.  He  has  adequate  buildings  and 
farm  implements,  a  splendid  supply  of 
water  and  e\er_\"  facility  for  carrying  on  his 
e.\tensi\e  agricultural  and  stock-raising  op- 
erations successfully  and  along  the  most 
n;odern  lines.  He  feeds  three  to  four  hun- 
dred cattle  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  to 
fi\e  hundred  head  of  hogs  every  yenv.  In 
Xovember,  1900,  he  removed  to  AIary\ille 
anil  is  Commencing"  a  semi-retired  life,  rent- 
ing a  part  of  his  interests  and  lorjking  after 
the  remaining. 

}ilrs.  Workman  was  ;t  uaughier  of 
Joshua  and  Christina  Weaver,  who  had 
chiUlren  named  as  follows:  \'ere  G.,  Jon- 
athan, Daniel  (dead),  Rebecca  (dead), 
Fuiba  (deadj,  William,  Samuel,  Aiar- 
garet  and  Shadrach.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  the  family  were  Baptists.  JSIr. 
\\'eaver  died  in  Indiana,  his  wife  in  Iowa. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Workman  ha\"e  •me  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Jijhn  Thornhill 
and  lives  at  AIar_\-ville,  X\>daway  county, 
and  who  has  chiklren  named  Xellie,  Olio 
and  William  Workman  Thjirnhill. 

Mr.  Wiirkman  is  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  man,  a  representative  Demo- 
crat and  a  useful  and  progressive  citizen, 
prominent  in  rdl  public  afifairs  of  his  town- 
ship and  county. 
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L.   F.   HA.M^[OXD. 

This  practical  and  enterprising  agricult- 
urist of  Monroe  township  owns  and  culti- 
vates four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  7,  constituting  one  of  the  most 
valua1)le  and  highly  improved  farms  of  the 
locality.  His  possessions  have  licen  acquired 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  as  the  result  of 
his  persevering  endeavor  he  has  won  a  place 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Nodaway 
county. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  Ixirn  in  Perr)^  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  June  22.  1844,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  (Hatcher)  Hammond, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio,  where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
George  Hamnmnd,  who  was  of  Iri.sh  and 
English  descent  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  Maryland.  He  served  as  a 
private  in  the  Rc\<ihiti<inary  war.  while  his 
brother  William  held  a  captain's  commis- 
sion. His  children  were  Reason."  Nicholas. 
George,  Frederick,  William,  Alcinda  and 
Mary  E.  The  i)arents  of  these  cliildren  were 
I\Iethodists  in  religious  belief.  Jesse  Hatch- 
er, our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was 
a  pioneer  of  Muskingum  county.  OJiio.  where 
he  entered  land  and  impro\ed  a  farm,  mak- 
ing it  his  home  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  of  English  and  Irish 
descent  and  a  member  of  tlie  ?*Iethodist 
church.  His  children  were  Jonathan,  Isaac, 
George,  Jesse,  ?^Ialinda,  Maria,  Mary  and 
Harriet. 

William  Hammond,  the  fatlu-r  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  and  married  in  Ohio, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
after  the  iiirlh  of  all  his  children.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  until  iSjt,  when  he 
came  to  this  county  and  i^urchased  land.  He 
died  while  visiting  a  daughter  in  Iowa  in 


1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He 
was  a  plain,  unassuming  farmer,  wdio  took 
an  active  interest  in  advancing  educational 
affairs  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
^lethodist  church.  As  a  soldier  he  aided  in 
the  defense  of  his  country  during  the  war 
of  1S12.  His  widow  still  survives  him,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children.  In  their  family 
were  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Malinda,  the  wife  of  T.  Reinhart;  L.  F..  our 
subject;  Jesse,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Maria, 
the  wife  of  James  Wilson :  and  Laura,  the 
wife  of  George  Skinner. 

L.  F.  Hammond  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  state  for  his  educational 
advantages.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
left  home  and  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  one  year,  and 
there  he  was  married,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet .\.  James,  who  also  was  born  in  Perry 
countv,  Ohio,  December  25,  1848.  Her 
parents,  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Hamilton) 
James,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  respectively,  and  were  married 
in  the  latter  state.  About  1828  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio  and  were  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Perry  county.  In  his 
younger  years  the  father  followed  the  car- 
penter's trade,  later  engaged  in  farming,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  local  minister  of  the 
]\Iethodi.st  church.  In  1861  he  moved  to 
McDonough  county,  Illinois,  where  he  pur- 
chased land  and  followed  farming  until  com- 
ing to  this  countv  in  1870.  Here  he  also 
l-.ought  a  farm.  His  wife  died  in  1882,  and 
in  March,  1885,  he  married  again.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  moved  to  Reynolds  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  practically  lived  retired, 
though  he  occasionally  preached,  until  his 
death  in  1895.  He  was  the  chaplain  of  an 
Ohio  regiment  of  militia;  was  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
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■of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  an  influential 
and  ardent  supixjrter  first  of  the  Whig  and 
later  of  the  Republican  party.  Upright  and 
honorable  in  all  things,  he  commanded  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  and  made  friends  wher- 
ever he  went.     All  his  children  were  by  his 

'  first  wife  and  were  as  follows :  Elnora,  wife 
of  D.  Wright :  Edward,  who  as  orderly  ser- 
geant was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw 
^lountain  tluring  the  Civil  war;  Priscilla, 
the  wife  of  William  Naylor;  Asbury,  a  car- 
penter oi  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Samantha, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Hufifman ;  Franklin,  a 
resident  of  Kansas;  and  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Hammond 
ha\-e  five  cliil.dren,  namely:  Charles,  born 
Feliruary  21,  1869,  is  a  resident  of  Iowa 
City,  Iowa;  \\'illiam,  born  April  15,  1871,  is 
a  farmer  uf  this  county;  Harry,  born  De- 
cember 2j.  1874,  is  at  home;  Lillian,  born 
A])ril  29,  1877,  'S  the  wife  of  G.  Burris; 
and  Emma,  born  July  24,  1887,  is  at  home. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hammond  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  rented  land  in  Illinois 
for  five  years,  and  in  1871  came  by  team  to 
Xodaway  county,  Missouri.  The  following 
year  he  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  wild 
land  on  section   7,   Mnnrcie  township,  built 

.a  house,  and  commenced  to  improve  and  cul- 
tivate his  property.  He  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  now  owns  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  fenced  and 
well  improved.  Ui)iin  the  place  are  two 
large  houses,  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
an  orchard  of  four  thousand  apple  trees,  and 
a  fine  grove  of  maple  and  walnut  trees  set 
out  by  Mr.  Hammond.  He  has  aided  his 
sons  in  starting  out  in  life  for  themselves. 
For  seven  years  he  ran  an  elevator  and 
bought  and  sold  grain  in  Skidmore,  and  as 
-an  enterprising,  progressive  business  man  he 


has  met  with  marked  success  in  all  his  under- 
takings, becoming  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  his  community,  as  well  as 
one  of  its  leading  and  popular  men.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  and  religiously  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Skidmore  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  a  steward  and  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 


JOHN  D.  DOPF. 

The  press  is  the  modern  bureau  of  in- 
formation, the  preserver  of  the  history  of 
current  events  and  one  of  the  great  agencies 
of  progress.  It  is  a  prominent  and  most 
useful  factor  in  the  education  of  youth,  has 
furnished  the  opportunity  for  the  develop- 
ment of  some  of  the  brightest  minds  of  the 
age.  and  its  potency  in  the  upbuilding  of 
states  and  nations  is  recognized  by  all.  The 
newspaper  is  the  advance  agent  of  a  new 
civilization  and  its  files  are  replete  with  a 
record  of  the  events  wdiich  constitute  the 
chapters  in  the  history  of  that  civilization. 
.As  a  friend  in  the  household  the  newspaper 
occupies  a  place  second  only  to  the  book  of 
Holy  Writ,  and  its  editor  and  publisher  merit 
the  everlasting  gratitude  of  mankind.  It  has 
come  to  lie  looked  upon  as  a  fixture  in  mod- 
ern warfare  on  error  and  injustice,  a  great 
])ulilic  necessitv,  and  its  support  is  a  matter 
of  as  much  seriousness  and  import  as  the 
payment  of  taxes. 

As  a  part  of  this  great  engine  of  civiliza- 
tion and  as  one  of  the  public  enterprises  of 
Rockport,  stands  the  Atchison  County  Jour- 
nal, which  was  established  at  a  time  when 
there  were  grave  forebodings  as  to  the  out- 
come of  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the 
L'nion,  and  it  was  then  an  experiment  with 
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its  founder  until  such  time  as  the  temper  of 
the  people  had  time  to  resix)nd  to  its  senti- 
ments and  views  of  puhlic  questions.  In 
i.'orthwest  Missouri  it  was  tlie  advance 
guard  of  Republicanism,  and  its  seniority 
and  present  prominence  justify  its  claim  as 
the  "official  mouthpiece  of  the  party."  Mr. 
Dopf.  in  connection  with  P.  A.  Thompson, 
A.  B.  Durfee.  Charles  \'.  Snow,  Bennett  Pike 
and  F.  M.  Thompson,  founded  the  Journal, 
and  Mr.  Dopf  has  ever  since  been  a  valuable 
and  honored  citizen  of  Atchison  county. 
Since  September,  1863,  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  affairs,  and  the 
wisdom  of  his  coun.sel  and  the  fearlessness 
of  his  pen  have  wielded  an  influence  for  good 
tbrough.out  a  third  of  a  century. 

John  D.  Dopf  was  born  in  Grant  coun- 
ty. Wisconsin,  Jwly  18,  1 839.  and  is  a  son 
of  Frederick  and  Jane  (Mahood)  Dopf,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Baden  Baden, 
(lerniaiiy,  and  was  by  occupation  a  miner, 
anil  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Wythe 
county,  Virginia.  John  D.  Dopf  was  the 
second  of  a  family  of  five  children,  and  be- 
came an  orphan  at  seven  years  of  age.  His 
early  educational  advantages  were  limited 
and  he  was  apprenticed  early  in  life  to  a 
blacksmith  at  Lancaster.  Wisconsin.  But  he 
later  abandoned  this  trade  and  apprenticed 
himself  to  a  printer  in  the  same  town.  When 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  Irs  apprentice- 
ship having  been  completed,  and  he  having 
a  desire  for  a  better  education  than  his  early 
years  had  afforded,  he  spent  a  year  in  the 
Lancaster  institute,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  went  fin  the  road  as  a  printer,  travelling 
through  the  states  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and 
Illinois.  At  length  he  located  at  ^Nlount 
Morris.  Illinois,  where  he  published  the  In- 
dependent Watchman,  a  weekly  newspaper, 
for  a  perifjd  of  si.x  m mlhs.     This  was  in 


i860,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year 
he  estabhshed  himself  at  Polo,  Illinois, 
where  he  published  for  a  time  The  Rock 
River  Press,  and  later  The  Polo  Ad- 
vertiser. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  en- 
listed in  the  Chicago  Zouaves  and  was  with 
the  first  troops  to  leave  the  city  for  the  seat 
of  war.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  three 
months'  enlistment  he  joined  the  Eleventh 
\^'isconsin  \'olunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he 
was  soon  so  seriously  disabled  as  to  neces- 
sitate his  discharge  from  the  army.  In  the 
spring  of  1862  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, and  during  the  same  year  was  placed 
m  charge  of  the  state  printing  office  at  Jef- 
ferson City,  Missouri,  leaving  this  position 
in  the  summer  of  1863.  Returning  to  St. 
Louis  he  worked  for  a  few  months  on  the 
St.  Louis  Democrat,  severing  his  connec- 
tion with  this  paper  about  the  time  of  his 
departure  for  Rockport. 

Since  locating  in  Rockport  ^Ir.  Dopf  has 
been  connected  with  enterprises  other  than 
his  newspaper,  which  have  had  an  important 
bearing  on  the  development  of  the  city.  Es- 
tablishing himself  in  the  real-estate  business, 
he  aided  in  the  preparation  of  a  set  of  ab- 
stracts of  title  for  the  county,  and  was  an 
influential  factor  in  bringing  into  the  county 
a  desirable  class  of  settlers.  From  1864  to 
1 870  he  served  as  county  surveyor,  filling  the 
office  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  bank  in 
Rockport.  the  firm  at  first  being  Durfee,  Mc- 
Killop  &  Dopf,  which  was  later  merged  into 
the  Bank  of  Atchison  County.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Dopf  was  a  member  of  the  militia 
of  the  state,  and  was  commissioned  lieu- 
tenant by  Governor  Fletcher.  He  is  a 
chapter  Mason  and  a  member  of  .\<loniram 
Ctnmcil,  and  assisted  in  St.  Jose])h  at  the 
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organization  of  tlie  grand  lodge  oi  the  I'nion 
League  in  1864.. 

Mr.  Dopt  was  married,  January  11, 
1865.  in  Mount  ]\Iorris,  lllinnis,  to  Aliss 
i\Iary  A.,  a  daughter  of  Kcxhiey  Burnette. 
The  sur\-i\-ing  chilch^en  nf  this  marriage  are 
as  f()ll(T\\s :  John  R.,  l)orn  in  Decemher, 
1870.  echicated  in  the  Rockport  sciiools,  and 
n.ow  is  foreman  nf  tlie  Journal  office,  and 
was  married  in  1893  to  Mamie  Stone;  and 
besides  him  there  are  Bob  and  Bismarck. 
Mr.  Dopf  attends  nearly  all  of  the  state  and 
congressional  conventions  of  his  party,  and 
in  1888  attended  the  Republican  national 
convention  as  alternate  at  large.  Taken  all 
in  all.  Mr.  D^ipf  is  one  of  the  most  u.seful 
and  honored  citizens  of  Rockport.  and  is 
liiohlv  esteemed  b^•  all  that  know  him. 


JAMES  M.  STEPHENSON. 

In  the  pioneer  epoch  of  this  section  of 
l\Eissouri  James  M.  Stephenson  came  to 
Ts'odawav  county,  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  its  substantial  development  and 
improxement.  He  has  seen  the  wild  lands 
transformed  into  fine  farms,  and  in  the  work 
of  progress  has  always  borne  his  part,  being 
])articularly  active  as  a  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community. 

]\Ir,  Stephenson  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  Kentucky,  May  8,  1842,  a  son  of 
Edward  and  Polly  A.  (Lee)  Stephenson, 
also  nati\-es  of  Kentucky.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Stephenson,  was  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  an  early  settler  of  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  as  a  farmer  and  slave-owner.  His  chil- 
<lren  were  Xancy,  Lucinda,  Betsey,  Patsy, 
Sally.  Edward.  Richard,  .Andrew,  (iris- 
som    and    David.      In    18^0,    with    his    wife 


and  eight  children,  Edward  Stephenson 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
bought  a  claim  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  a  small  cabin  constituting  its  entire 
improvements.  To  the  development  and  cul- 
ti\ation  of  that  place  he  devoted  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  ihei'e  .\pril  6, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  When 
he  located  here  Maryville  contained  but 
three  small  cabins,  the  first  court  ln)use  and 
jail  were  built  of  logs,  game  was  very  plenti- 
ful, and  Indians  were  still  to  be  seen.  The 
family  endured  all  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  pioneer  life:  thev  had  to  go 
a  lr)ng  distance  to  mill,  and  their  only  means 
of  ci.>n\-eyance  was  an  ox  team.  Politically 
the  first  husliand  was  a  strong  Democrat. 
.\fter  his  death  his  widow  married  (ieorge 
Elsworth,  now  deceased;  but  she  is  still  liv- 
ing, at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  All 
her  ehilflren  were  b}'  the  first  marriage  and 
were  as  follows:  Howard,  who  died  in 
Kansas;  James  M.,  our  subject;  Rose  Ann, 
the  wife  of  J.  Allen;  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of 
E.  Co.)k;  William,  wlm  died  in  this  coun- 
ty; Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Allen;  Ed- 
ward, a  resident  of  Colorado;  Celia.  the 
wife  of  James  Jamison;  antl  Stejihen  I).,  a 
resident  of  Indian  Territory. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  eight 
^•ears  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
this  county,  and  in  its  common  schools  he 
acf|uired  his  educati<in.  He  aided  in  the 
w  I  irk  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  luar- 
ried,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Irene  Shelton,  who 
was  born  in  Lee  county,  Virginia,  May  28, 
1846,  a  daughter  of  Haman  and  Oliedience 
(  Williams)  Shelton.  also  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  On  leaving  \'iTginia  her  family 
moved  to  Tennessee,  and  from  there  went 
to  Illinois,  in  1850.  In  1865  they  came  to 
this  county,   where  iK'r   father  purchased  a 
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poorly  improved  farm,  and  to  its  further 
cievelopment  and  cultivation  devoted  his  en- 
ergies for  many  years,  but  spent  his  last  days 
in  ease  and  retirement  from  active  labor  at 
Maryville.  where  he  died  in  1886,  his  wife 
in  1884.  In  religious  belief  they  were  Meth- 
odists. Their  children  were  Sarah  S.,  the 
wife  of  R.  Bishop;  Johnson,  a  resident  of 
Stanberry,  Missouri ;  William  and  Robert, 
both  of  Maryville;  Irene,  the  wife  of  our 
subject ;  Joseph,  deceased ;  and  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  William  Laswell. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  have  seven 
cliildren.  namely :  Amanda,  lx)rn  Novem- 
ber 22.  1 87 1,  married  Mansfield  Obcrlen- 
der;  Frona,  born  May  7,  1873,  is  at  home; 
Robert,  born  September  29,  1875,  is  a  drug- 
gist of  Maryville;  James,  born  December 
29,  1877,  's  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph;  Dora, 
born  December  13,  1879,  is  at  home;  Fred, 
born  December  17,  1881,  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  the  homestead ;  and  Elijah,  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1885,  is  at  home.  They  are  rear- 
ing a  grandchild,  Myrl  F.  Oberlender.  who 
was  born  June  9,  1895.  and  is  the  joy  and 
pride  of  the  household. 

After  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Steplienson  lo- 
cated on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  until  1876,  when  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  one  and  a  half  miles 
cast  of  Maryville.  He  lias  since  made  many 
improvements  upon  the  place,  including  the 
erection  of  a  commodious  residence.  He 
and  his  wife  and  three  children  are  active 
members  cjf  tiie  CIn-istian  church  and  the 
family  is  one  of  considerable  prominence  in 
the  community  where  tlicy  reside.  Polit- 
ically he  is  identified  with  tlic  Democrat 
party.  For  six  months  lie  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  state  militia  during  the  CivM  war. 
but  physically  was  unable  to  enter  the  reg- 
ular ser\ice. 


GEORGE  P.  BAIXUM. 

The  subject  of  this  review,  a  well  knowns 
farmer  and  stock-rai.ser,  is  one  of  Noda- 
way county's  native  sons  and  a  representa- 
tive of  two  of  her  most  honored  families, 
whose  identification  with  her  history  dates 
from  an  early  period  in  the  development  of 
the  county.  They  have  borne  an  important 
part  in  its  upbuilding  and  progress,  and 
from  the  wild  land  have  developed  fine 
farms.  The  ]jaternal  grandfather,  John 
Bainum,  a  nati\e  of  Delaware,  came  to  this- 
county  at  a  very  early  day  and  here  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  quite 
prominent  and  influential  and  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Their  children  were 
James  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Ray;  John  F.,  a  resident  of  Oklaho- 
ma; Mrs.  Margaret  Mathews;  and  Thomas 
D.,  deceased. 

James  S.  Bainum  was  horn  and  reared 
in  Ohio,  and  came  with  his  parents  tn  Mis- 
souri, where  lie  soon  afterward  married 
Hannah  -\Ioreland,  also  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  a  daughter  of  Patton  Moreland,  a  farm- 
er and  great  horse  man,  who  did  much  to- 
ward im])nning  the  grade  of  horses  in  this 
section.  In  1875  '^^  moved  to  Kansas,  where 
lie  conducted  a  hotel  imtil  his  death.  In  re- 
ligious belief  be,  too.  was  a  Methodist.  In 
his  family  were  s!x  children,  namely:  Mrs. 
Nanc\-  .Sh;niklin ;  Hannah,  the  mother  of 
our  subject;  Mrs.  Rachel  Criger;  Mrs. 
Charity  .\.  West;  James;  and  Jane,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas.  After  his  marriage  James 
S.  Bainum  settled  on  a  farm  and  continued 
its  operation  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
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wlien  he  joined  tlie  UniDii  army,  enlisting' 
as  first  lieutenant,  and  \v;is  assigned  to  the 
western  department.  His  command  was 
captured  near  Little  Ri-ck,  Arkansas,  and 
while  a  prisoner  he  was  killed,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  a  soldier's  o-rave  in  that  state.  He 
owned  a  good  farm  near  Pickering,  where 
his  wife  reared  their  family,  keeping  her 
children  together  until  they  were  grown. 
He  was  a  well  educated  man  and  successfully 
engaged  in  school  teaching  in  this  county  for 
a  time.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Repub- 
lican, but  never  an  aspirant  for  office.  His 
widow  afterward  married  Robert  Garten,  of 
Indiana,  who  was  also  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war  and  while  in  the  service  contracted 
scur\'_\-,  which  shortened  his  life.  Airs.  Gar- 
ten is  still  living  and  continues  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead.  She  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church  and  a  must 
estimable  lady.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
had  two  sons :  Elias  H.,  a  resident  of  Mary- 
vil.le;  and  George  P.,  our  subject;  and  by 
the  second  union  had  four  children :  James 
S. ;  William  S. ;  Mrs.  Carrie  Himeljaugb ; 
and  Arthur  M.,  at  home. 

George  P.  Bainum  was  born  in  this  coun- 
ty December  24,  1861,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farm- 
er boys.  He  lived  w^ith  his  mother  and  step- 
father until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  working  as 
a  farm  hand.  In  1880  he  married  and  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his 
energies,  with  most  gratifying  results.  He 
has  steadily  prospered  in  his  farming  op- 
erations and  now  has  another  place,  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres,  of  rich 
and  arable  land.  The  success  that  he  has 
achieved  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  industry, 


enterprise  and  good  management.  He  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles,  and  has  most  efficiently  served 
as  a  member  of  the  township  board  and  as 
a  school  director.  T.nth  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  AFethodist  church. 

In  1880  Mr.  Bainum  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Ella  L.  Hanna,  who  was  b'orn  in 
this  county  No\'eml)er  i,  i860,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children :  Will- 
iam H.,  who  is  now  attending  school  in 
Maryville;  Roy,  who  died  at  the  age  nf 
thirteen  years ;  Ernest ;  Inez  and  Ralph,  who 
died  November  2,  1900. 

Henry  Hanna,  Mrs.  Bainum's  father, 
was  born  in  county  Down,  Ireland,  in  1818, 
and  in  1822  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents,  landing  at  Quebec.  The  family  lo- 
cated in  Canada,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood, and  when  aliout  se\-enteen  years  of 
age  moved  with  his  parents  to  Center  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  where  he  learned  the 
wagonmaker's  trade.  In  1844  he  married 
Margaret  Goldman  and  moved  to  Carlton, 
the  same  state,  where  he  was  employed  at 
his  trade.  His  wife  died  in  1848,  leaving 
three  small  children  :  Marietta,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Leancler  Pistole :  Margaret  and 
Mary  R.  Subsequently  Air.  Hanna  went  to 
Lawrence  count v,  Ohio,  and  in  Jinie,  1851, 
wedded  Mary  J.  '\\  Xeal,  who  was  horn  in 
Gallia  county,  that  state,  April  22,  1832.  In 
the  spring  of  1854  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  Air.  Hanna  secured 
land  and  improved  a  fine  farm,  becoming  one 
of  the  substantial  as  well  as  prominent  men 
of  community.  During  the  Ci\il  war  he  was  a 
strong  Union  man,  was  alwiiys  enterprising 
and  public-spirited,  and  took  an  active  inter- 
t-~t  in  advancing  schools  and  educational  in- 
stitutions. In  politics  he  was  indci)endent, 
and  in  religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife 
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were  Metliodijts.  He  accumulated  a  \alu- 
able  estate,  cunsisting  of  five  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  liottom  land,  well  im- 
])ri)ved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings, 
lie  died  in  1886.  but  his  wife  still  survives 
him  and  continues  to  live  on  the  old  home- 
stead. The  children  born  to  them  were 
C  hades  O..  J.  H.  and  William  B.,  all  farm- 
ers: Ella  L.,  tl-.e  wife  of  our  subject;  James 
F.  and  George  X.,  Ix)th  farmers ;  E.  M.,  who 
is  living  in  the  west;  Mrs.  Amanda  Mc- 
Clurg.  who  died  in  1891  :  Effa,  at  home;  and 
Albert  S. 


DAXIEL   BROWX. 

Daniel  Brown,  who  is  ])assing  the  clos- 
ing years  of  a  useful  and  well  spent  life  in 
retirement  from  active  labor  at  his  pleasant 
111  nie  in  ^klilniDre.  was  fur  man\-  vears 
l)r(>minently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
ir.terests  of  tliis  county  and  met  with  well 
deserved  success.  He  was  horn  in  Rock 
Castle  county,  Kentucky.  June  10.  1833. 
and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Barbara 
(Miller)  Brown,  the  former  also  a  native 
of  that  state,  the  latter  of  Xorth  Carolina. 
Stephen  Brown  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  the  others 
being  John.  Jotham,  Wilson,  Jane,  Jonas, 
William,  I'oily.  Xancy  and  Betsey.  The 
jjarents  of  cur  subject  were  married  in 
Kentucky,  ar.  1  to  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Mrs.  Loui,'^a  Debord ; 
John  M.,  a  resident  of  Kentucky:  Daniel, 
our  subject:  James  L.,  of  Kentucky;  Mrs. 
Arminta  Thompson,  whose  second  hus- 
band was  a  Mr.  McMullen :  Jonas,  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  served  three  ye;irs  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  war;  W'ill- 
i;uii  T.,  a  farmer  of  tiiis  county:  Henry  W. 
and   Masfm   M.,   both    of    Kentuckv;    and 


Mary  C,  the  wife  of  J.  Hare,  of  Missouri. 
The  father  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer 
in  his  native  state,  living  peacefully  and 
quietl}'  and  caring  nothing  for  public  no- 
toriety. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  early  education  acquired  by  Daniel 
Brown  was  mostly  of  a  practical  kind, 
and  he  remained  under  the  parental  ro<_)f  un- 
til twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ruth  Watson,  also  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  a  daughter  of  Thornton  and 
Martha  Watson,  who  always  made  their 
home  in  that  state.  The  father,  who  fol- 
lowed farming  and  also  conducted  a  country 
store,  died  at  about  middle  age,  and  the 
mother  in  1874.  In  religious  belief  they 
v.ere  Baptists. 

Mr.  Brown  engaged  in  farming  in  Ken- 
tucky until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  I'e- 
oria  county,  Blinois.  where  he  operated 
rented  land  for  four  \ear^.  In  i8()i>  he 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  to 
v.hich  he  subsequently  added  unt  1  he  had 
four  hundred  and  forty  acres,  three  miles 
northwest  of  Skidmore,  which  he  conxerted 
into  a  well  improved  and  valuable  farm. 
He  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising  with  marked  success  unt  1  1899. 
when  he  sold  the  ]ilace  to  his  four  sons  for 
fifty  dollars  i)er  acre  and  bought  a  hand- 
some residence  in  Skidmore,  where  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  former  toil. 

]Mr.  Brown  has  been  called  upon  to 
moiuMi  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
died  .\pril  1.  189(1.  •'^'le  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which 
he  also  Ijelongs.  To  them  were  born  ten  chil 
dren,  namely:  Rhoda  .\.,  the  wife  of  J. 
Collins;   George   M.   and    Jonas    V.,    both 
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fanners  of  this  county;  Airs.  Alartha  Gil- 
lilian;  Mrs.  Betty  J.  Singleton:  Ciiarles  W.. 
also  a  farmer  of  this-  county:  Haltie  Ai.. 
the  wife  of  B.  Bender:  Carrie  C.  the  wife 
of  T.  Alartin:  Ji)lni  F..  a  farmer  of  this 
■county;  and  Xettie  B..  wIkj  is  now  Iceeping 
house  for  lier  father. 

"Uncle  Daniel,"  as  lie  is  familiarly 
known,  is  a  stanch  supporter  nf  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  always  been  a  hard- 
working man,  attending  strictly  to  his  own 
affairs,  and  heing  a  man  <>f  gmid  business 
abilit}-  and  snund  judgment  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  competence,  whicli  now 
eruibles  him  to  s])end  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  retirement.  He  is  noted  fur  his 
sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity,  and  he 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  con- 
tact, either  in  business  or  social  life. 


ROBERT  B.  GEX. 

.\m(.ing  Xiidawav  county's  most  prosper- 
ous and  snlistantial  agriculturists  is  Robert 
Brooking  (_ie\,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
valuable  farm  on  section  32,  Hughes  town- 
ship. He  was  Ixirn  in  Gallatin  county,  Ken- 
tucky, Octolier  26,  1850,  a  son  of  John  A. 
and  Henrietta  R.  (  Brooking)  Ge.x,  also  na- 
tives of  Kentucky,  where  they  still  continue 
to  reside.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
Anthony  and  C_\rena  (iex.  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Switzerlantl.  the  latter  of  Kentucky, 
in  which  state  both  died.  In  early  life  An- 
thony Gex  followed  merchandising.  Init  later 
engaged  in  farming  and  also  operated  large 
^•ineyards  in  the  Oiiio  river  valley  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  was  cpiite  a  prominent  farmer 
and  slave-owner  of  tli;u  locality.  His  chil- 
dren were  JNIary  C,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton; Sarah  L.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Pegs;  Lillie, 


the  wife  of  J.  Freeman  ;  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
B.  Craig;  John  A.,  Lewis,  Silas,  Luke  and 
Lucian. 

When  a  young  man  John  A.  Gex  also  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  and  in  flatboat- 
ing  to  New  Orleans,  ])ut  after  his  marriage 
located  on  his  present  farm  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  a  large  land-owner  and  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Kentucky.  Prior  to  the  Civil 
war  he  owned  many  slaves,  but  was  a  strong 
L^nion  man  and  took  no  part  in  the  struggle. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  is 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  has  a  fine  herd 
of  shorthorn  cattle.  He  conducts  his  farm 
on  scientific  [jrinciples.  and  has  made  it  one 
of  the  model  places  of  the  state.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  he  has  met  with  excellent  success, 
and  besides  the  property  already  mentioned 
he  has  considerable  money  in  the  bank  and 
invested  in  stocks  and  government  bonds. 

Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later 
a  Republican,  and  religiously  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  For  ster- 
ling worth  and  strict  integrity  he  commands 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  wdiom 
he  comes  in  contact  either  in  business  or 
social  life.  He  has  always  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  commtmity  and  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Civil  war  was  never  molested  by  the 
southern  sympathizers,  being  one  of  the  few 
Kentuckians  able  to  buy  fire-;irms  and  ammu- 
nition in  either  Cincimiati  or  Louisx'ille  with- 
otit  cpiestion.  .Scmie  of  his  sla\es  were 
drafted  and  he  ])aid  for  their  substitutes. 
Though  they  remained  w  itli  him  and  worked 
to  repay  him,  he  paid  tlieni  their  time  in  full 
after  the  war  ended.  He  was  a  true  type  of 
the  hospitable  southern  gentleman,  and  now 
in  his  old  age  is  surrounded  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances.     He  was  born 
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Febriiai'}-  15,  1818,  and  now  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years  can  look  l)ack  over  a  long 
and  well  spent  life  knowing  that  lie  has  ever 
discharged  his  duty  to  his  fellow  men.  His 
estimable  wife,  who  was  horn  in  iSjC).  is  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  JNIary  (  Robinson) 
Brooking,  natives  of  England  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  ller  father  was  a 
wealthy  and  jirominent  shne-owner  and 
farmer  of  Kentucky,  and  ga\e  to  Airs.  Cie.x 
a  number  of  slaves.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  by  the  first  wife  had  fnnr  clitlilren:  Ed- 
ward, Mary,  Virginia  and  Laura.  By  the 
second  union  there  were  Henrietta,  the 
mother  of  our  subject :  Rebecca,  the  wife  of 
W.  H.  Spencer;  and  Ivjger,  whd  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Mexican  war  and  is  nnw  a  resi- 
dent of  Texas.  The  nmther  of  thc^e  chil- 
dren was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
Anthony,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Miriam  R.,  the  deceased  wife<if  D.  P.  Craig; 
Lulie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
and  Lewis  i\L,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
se\en. 

R.  B.  (iex  grew  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  plantation  in  Kentucky,  and  began 
his  education  under  the  direction  of  govern- 
esses at  home.  Later  he  attended  a  military 
school  near  Frankfort.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  ro.of  until  he  attained  l.is  ma- 
jority, and  under  the  able  instruction  of  his 
father  gained  a  good  practical  knowledge  of 
business  affairs  as  well  as  the  management 
of  a  farm.  '1  bus  well  i)rc'pared  to  tight  life's 
battles  for  himself,  he  came  to  Nodaway 
Of  unty,  Missouri,  in  1872,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  section  32,  Hughes  township,  wiiich 
land  the  father  had  entered  from  the  go\ern- 
ment.  Building  a  shanty,  he  lived  alone  t'or 
some  time  while  he  broke,    I'enccd  and  im- 


proved his  farm.  Finding  game  plentiful  he 
got  a  gun  and  dog  and  enjoyed  the  sport  of 
hunting,  but  finally  became  convinced  that  a 
man  needed  more  than  a  dog  and  gun  to 
n:ake  his  happiness  complete. 

.\ccordingly,  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1874,  Mr.  (iex  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie 
E.  Burris.  who  was  born  in  this  county,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1839,  and  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  its  pioneer  families,  being  a  daughter  of 
William  and  \la.ry  F.  (Saunders)  Burris, 
natives  of  Tennessee.  Her  mother's  people 
were  from  \'irginia,  and  her  maternal  grand- 
father, James  Saunders,  came  to  this  state 
in  1849.  From  the  wild,  unbroken  prairie 
hedeveloiiedafine  farm  in  this  county,  where 
he  spent  his  remaining  days.  His  children 
were  Stratford,  a  resident  of  Skidmore;  Sa- 
repta,  Rahal),  Stisia  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Ge.x's 
father  improved  a  farm  near  Graham,  but  af- 
terward sold  that  jjlace  and  bought  another 
near  ALarys\ille,  where  be  died.  Honest  and 
unassuming  in  manner,  he  was  widely  and 
fa\-oral)l_\-  known,  and  had  many  friends 
throughout  the  count}-.  In  his  family  were 
four  children:  Bettie  I'-.,  the  wife  of  our 
subject ;  ^\'iIliam,  Edward  and  Giles.  The 
[larents  were  both  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  To  !\lr.  and  Mrs.  Gex  have  been 
i)orn  the  following  children:  Lula  H.,  who 
was  born  September  29,  1876,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  V.  Mountjoy,  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  h  >hn,  a  farmer  of  this  county ;  Fannie, 
the  wife  of  J.  M.  Wilson;  William,  Miriam, 
Ellen.  T,ewis  E.,  Florian  C,  Robert,  Mar- 
gorv  and  llettie, — all  at  home,  while  Bessie, 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth,  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  Bettie,  the  youngest,  was 
born  March  17,  1S99. 

After  his  marriage  Air.  Gex  located  upon 
his  farm,  and  has  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
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ing.  in  wliich  he  has  met  with  remarkable 
success.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  extensive 
land  owners  of  the  county,  and  is  also  a 
stockholder  and  tlirector  in  th.e  Citizens' 
Bank  of  Graham.  He  has  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  education  of  his  children,  and 
is  a  supporter  of  all  enterprises  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Christian  church,  and  the  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  community  where  they 
reside. 


EDWARD  L.  HART. 

Edward  L.  Hart,  the  secretary  and  treas- 
virer  of  the  Hanamo  Telephone  Company,  of 
Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  IMissouri,  an  in- 
stitution that  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
development  of  northwest  Missouri  and  con- 
tiguous territory,  and  of  which  its  promoters 
and  proprietors  are  justly  proud,  was  born  in 
Whig  Valley,  Holt  county.  Missouri.  No- 
vember 24,  1858.  a  son  ijf  the  late  Rev.  David 
Hart,  a  pioneer  Alethodist  minister  in  Ne- 
braska, chapla'n  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Nebraska  troops  durin.g  the  Civil  war  and 
chaplain  of  the  territorial  legislature. 

Rev.  David  Hart  was  the  pastor  of  all 
the  leading  Methodist  churches  of  eastern 
Nebraska  and  was  as  prominently  connected 
with  the  earl\-  history  of  Methodism  in  that 
state  as  any  other  ])reacher.  He  came  west 
as  early  as  1855  and  for  more  than  twenty 
3-ears  was  acti\e  in  the  work  of  his  denomina- 
tion. He  w  ;is  horn  in  ^^)rkshire,  England, 
and  dieil  at  American  Fork  Canyon,  Utah, 
in  1878.  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  in  England,  and  his  two 
surviving  children  bv    that    marriage    are: 


Frank  Hart,  a  prominent  stockman,  living 
near  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  and  Mrs.  John 
Breckan,  of  Central  City,  Nebraska.  INIartha 
Higley,  of  \\'hig  Valley,  Holt  county,  Mis- 
souri, became  Mr.  Hart's  second  wife.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  the  first  settler  of  Whig 
Valley,  Theodore  Higley,  a  stanch  Whig,. 
whose  name  came  to  be  applied  to  the  valley. 
Mr.  Higley  came  from  North  Carolina  into 
Missouri  in  the  early  '40s.  Martha  Higley 
was  born  in  1816,  and  lives  with  her  only 
child,  Edward  L.  Hart,  at  Maryville. 

While  growing  to  manhood,  the  suljject 
of  this  notice  lived  in  nearly  every  important 
town  in  eastern  Nebraska.  He  acquired  a 
liberal  education,  having  been  a  student  in 
the  state  normal  school  and  having  taken  a 
four-years  course  in  the  State  Universitx'  of 
Nebraska.  After  teaching  country  schools 
for  one  year  he  secured  a  position  as  a  book- 
keeper-for  a  firm  of  coal  dealers  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  and  held  this  position  until  the 
construction  of  the  Chica.go,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  through  Holt  county  and 
the  establishment  of  the  town  of  Maitland, 
when  he  became  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Howell 
Brothers'  Lumber  Company,  of  that  jilace. 
At  the  end  of  a  year  he  saw  an  opportunity 
to  build  up  a  real-estate  business  at  Maitland 
and  relinquished  his  position  and  opened  an 
office.  While  devoting  his  attention  to  that 
enterprise,  he  took  up  a  systematic  reading 
of  law,  in  his  spare  moments,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  before  Judge  Henry  S.  Kelley 
in  1884.  He  immediately  afterward  began 
])ractice  and  soon  made  for  himself  a  good 
reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  was  for  several 
years  city  attorney  of  Maitland. 

About  1885  he  bought  the  Maitland 
Herald,  and  was  its  editor  at  times  for  a  con- 
siderable period  thereafter.  He  was  enabled 
to  conduct  such  an  enterprise  successfully^ 
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for  lie  liad  mastered  tlie  mysteries  of  printing 
in  tlie  office  of  the  Beatrice  Express,  wiien  a 
hoy.  and  had  hecome  proficient  in  tiie  art  of 
composition,  one  of  the  branches  in  the  cur- 
ricnlnm  of  the  nnixersitw  lie  was  one  of 
tlie  organizers  f)f  the  Xodaway  \'aliey  Fair 
Association  and  was  its  assistant  manager, 
and  for  eight  vears  its  secretary,  and  during 
his  residence  at  Maitland  he  was  one  of  the 
leachng,  active  spirits  in  its  successful  opera- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
People's  Bank,  of  Maitlaml.  ami  is  one  of  its 
stock-holders.  In  iSycj  he  lecame  interested 
in  telephone  enterprise,  and  the  jiresident  of 
the  llanamo  Telephone  Company  induced 
him  to  invest  heavily  in  the  stock  of  that 
corporation  and  he  was  electeil  its  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

The  Hanamo  Telephone  Companv  was 
promoted  by  Henry  E.  Ralston,  its  superin- 
tendent and  general  manager,  who  secured 
the  incorporation  of  the  com])anv  with  a 
capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  the 
summer  of  1896.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  an 
exchange  was  installed  at  Alary ville  and  the 
concern  began  local  business,  with  sixtv 
phones,  March  10.  1897.  in  June,  1898. 
the  capital  was  increased  to  thirtv  thousand 
dollars,  and  in  January,  1899.  when  Captain 
Hyslop  was  elected  president.  Edward  L. 
Hart,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  H.  E. 
Ralston,  superintendent  and  manager,  the 
enterprise  had  grown  so  phenunenallv  that 
more  demands  were  made  for  new  connec- 
tions tiian  the  company  could  supply.  Three 
hundred  phones  are  now  in  use.  One  hun- 
dred miles  of  toll  lines  are  operated  and  with 
the  company's  connections  i)oints  in  Ne- 
braska, Kansas,  Iowa  and  Missouri  are 
brought  into  connection  with  Maryville  and 
each  other.  .Mthougli  the  Hanamo  company 
has,  in  the  Bell  peojile.  had  strong  and  intol- 


erant competitors,  the  business  has  prospered 
and  paid  dividends  from  the  beginning.  At 
the  outset  it  was  thouglu  that  if  the  Hanamo 
I'eople  could  i)ut  in  one  hundred  phones  that 
mmiber  with  its  outside  connections  would  be 
the  extent  of  its  achievement,  but  the  cheap- 
ness and  efficiency  of  its  service  brought  the 
comi)any  immediate  popularity  and  opened 
the  way  for  the  building  up  of  a  large  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Hart  was  married,  in  I'airbury,  Xe- 
braska,  in  1883.  to  Miss  Fannie  McDowell, 
whose  father,  Hon.  J.  B.  McDowell.,  was 
once  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Nebraska 
and  was  land  commissioner  in  that  stiite.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hart  have  two  children:  Ethel, 
and  Ed.  L..  Jr.,  familiarly  known  as  Ted. 

Mr.  Hart  is  truly  the  architect  of  his  own 
fi>rtune.  No  financial  aid  from  home  ever 
encouraged  liis  early  and  struggling  days  and 
he  has  received  no  prize  of  position  or  busi- 
ness achie\ement  \\hich  was  not  the  result 
of  his  own  merit  and  personal  management. 
A  man  of  keen  business  foresight,  great  en- 
terprise rnid  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
of  anv  course  he  decides  to  adopt,  he  goes 
straightforward  to  success  with  whatever  he 
undertakes.  His  ])ersonal  (|ualities  have  made 
him  friends  who  rejoice  with  h'm  because  of 
his  success  in  life,  and  his  attitude  toward 
movements  promising  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  marks  him  as  a  man  of  un- 
usual public  spirit. 


DANIEL  A.   McCOEI.. 

A  \ery  prominent  and  well-known  citizen 
of  Lincoln  township.  Atchison  county.  Mis- 
souri, is  Daniel  A.  iMcColl,  who  was  born  in 
Johnstown,  Fulton  county.  .\e\\  N'ork.  No- 
\ember  13.  1845.  '^  ^'>"  *^^  Hugh  and  Annie 
(  McLeish)  McColl.  both  of  whom  belonged 
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to  (listinguislied  families  in  Scotland.  Our 
subject  liad  one  sister  and  one  Ijrother :  Mrs. 
Margaret  Glass,  of  GladI)rook,  Iowa:  and 
James  H.,  wlio  was  a  soldier  in  the  Gi\il  war 
and  clied  in  ]S(>4. 

Our  subject  had  the  great  mi^hirtune  to 
lose  his  father  when  he  was  but  three  years 
of  age,  but  he  posse.ssed  a  nidthcr  of  whom 
he  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  ti^o  much  praise. 
Through  trials  innumerable  she  reared  her 
three  children  to  habits  of  honesty,  industry 
and  strict  integrity.  She  has  sur\ivcd  her 
husband  for  fifty-two  years  and  is  miw,  in 
her  ninety-first  year,  residing  wiih  her 
daughter  at  Gladbrook. 

Our  subject  was  reared  mi  the  old  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  his  twent\-lirst  year 
and  then  went  to  (Jrundy  county,  hnva.  en- 
gaging in  farming  there  until  iSjj.  when 
he  settled  near  Tarkio  and  entered  upmi  the 
improvement  of  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
eiglity  acres,  remaining  on  that  place  for 
eighteen  years.  He  was  the  choice  of  the 
Republican  party  for  county  clerk,  the  duties 
of  which  office  he  filled  tn  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned  for  four  )ears.  In  1894 
Mr.  McColl  rented  his  farming  lands  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  is 
successfully  conducting  at  the  present  time. 
He  is  also  the  president  of  the  I'armers' 
Bank  at  W'estboro,  Missouri. 

On  December  12,  1871.  .Mr.  McColl  was 
married,  in  Marshalltown.  Inwa.  to  Miss 
Jane  Pye,  who  was  Ixirn  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York.  They  ha\e  an  adnjjted 
son,  Clarke,  who  is  now  a  student  at  the  Tar- 
kio College.  Our  suljject  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F, 
since  1862,  having  taken  all  ni  the  degrees 
of  the  order. 

Mrs.  McColl  is  an  estiiuable  woman,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  of  W'est- 


boro and  a  lady  known  far  and  wide  for  her 
charities.  Mr.  McColl  is  of  a  genial,  social 
disposition,  which  makes  him  \ery  puijular 
with  friends  and  neighbors,  while  the  prin- 
ciples instilled  into  him  bv  bis  excellent 
mother  ha\e  been  applied  to  his  business  life 
and  have  gained  him  the  apiinibation  and 
confidence  of  the  public. 


HUGH  DODD. 


Hugh  Dodd,  of  Hopkins,  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the 
cmmty,  Avas  born  in  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
May  14.  1833,  a  .sou  of  Peter  M.  Dodd,  one 
of  the  early  printers  of  that  part  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  and  for  .some  time  editor  of  the 
Defiance  Democrat.  The  latter  was  horn  in 
the  state  of  Delaware  in  the  year  1809, 
taught  schotjl  in  early  life,  learned  the  print- 
er's trade  and  located  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio.  He  married  Eliza  Donley,  who  bore 
him  eleven  children,  their  names,  etc.,  being 
as  follows:  Jacoli,  who  died  in  1852;  Cin- 
derella, who  married  Matthias  Sayler.  anil 
is  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Lavina  Hawk,  of 
Bryan,  Ohio;  JMrs.  Jane  Siuith,  deceased; 
Hugh,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Eliza 
A.  McGuire,  deceased ;  Mrs.  Harriet  Meeks, 
of  Defiance,  Ohio;  Catharine,  deceased; 
Aiuos,  who  spent  three  years  in  the  Fiftieth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  now  resides 
at  Los  Angeles,  California;  George,  de- 
ceased; and  Isaliel.  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  The 
luother  of  these  children  tiled  in  1854,  anil 
the  father  in  18/6. 

Hugh  Dodd  was  without  very  great  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth  for  obtaining  ;ui  educa- 
tion, and  after  leaving  school  went  into  the 
country  and  worked  for  three  years  as  a  farm 
hand,  his  wages  ranging  from  eight  to  ten 
dollars  per  month.    Leaving  Ohio  in  Decem- 
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Ler,  1855,  he  drifted  westward,  landing  in 
Grundy  county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained- 
three  years  as  a  renter,  and  consequently  his 
•domicile  was  not  so  permanent  as  it  otherwise 
would  have  been,  but  changed  as  circum- 
stances seemed  to  render  advantageous.  In 
1858  he  removed  to  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
and  during  the  twelve  months  he  spent  there 
he  became  enamored  of  the  prospects  for 
finding  a  fortune  in  the  gold  fields  of  Colo- 
rado, as  the  story  of  their  richness  circulated 
through  the  east  and  middle  western  states. 
Accordingly,  in  company  with  a  little  band 
of  similar  spirits,  he  started  across  the  plains 
to  Colorado,  driving  a  team,  over  the  old 
Russell  &  Majors  route,  to  Pike's  Peak,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  he  was  engaged  in 
prospecting  and  mining  tiie  greater  part  of 
a  year.  Not  having  made  the  amount  of 
■money  he  expected  to  make,  he  recrossed  the 
plains,  this  time  by  the  Platte  river  route, 
and  crossed  the  Missouri  river  at  Nebraska 
City.  Returning  to  Illinois  he  re-engaged  in 
farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Monmouth.  Pros- 
pering reasonably  well,  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm,  which  he  later  disposed  of  to  ad- 
vantage in  1883,  and  decided  then  to  remove 
to  Missouri,  because  in  this  state  he  could 
buy  land  for  much  less  money  than  in  Illi- 
nois, securing  about  three  acres  in  Nodaway 
county  for  the  price  of  one  acre  in  Illinois. 
Therefore  he  purchased  a  farm  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  later  another  in  Sumner  count\% 
Kansas.  In  this  western  country  Mr.  Dodd 
has  made  a  success  of  his  life,  while  in  Illi- 
nois and  in  the  Pike's  Peak  region  such  suc- 
cess was  far  more  difficult  to  attain.  Mr. 
Dodd  was  married,  in  December,  1855,  and 
in  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Stockman.  They 
have  no  children. 

Politically  Mr.  Dodd  was  reared  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  upon  coming  of  age  his  maturer 


judgment  induced  him  to  unite  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  his  first  presidential  vote  be- 
ing cast  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856.  At 
that  time  he  was  residing  in  Grundy  county, 
Illinois,  and  when  Joshua  R.  Giddings  came 
to  Morris,  the  county  seat,  to  make  a  speech 
in  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  the  Republican 
party,  then  recently  organized,  he  was  denied 
a  hall,  and  was  thus  compelled  to  speak  from 
a  lumber  i)ile,  and  in  the  open  air.  In  Felix 
township,  Grundy  county,  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1856,  Mr.  Dodd's  was  one  of 
three  votes  cast  for  the  Republican  ticket. 
Mr.  Dodd's  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party 
was  diverted  by  its  attitude  on  the  slavery 
f[uestion,  that  party  being  strongly  in  favor 
of  that  provision  of  the  national  constitution 
v/hich  provides  that  in  the  enumeration  of 
the  people  for  the  purposes  of  representation 
in  congress,  "three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons," were  to  be  added  to  the  number  of 
white  persons.  Mr.  Dodd  held  that  negroes 
were  either  people,  men.  or  they  were  not ; 
and  if  they  were  classed  as  persons  to  be 
counted  at  all,  they  should  all  be  counted, 
and  if  they  were  not  ])ersons,  they  should 
none  of  them  be  counted.  Mr.  Dodd  there- 
fore was  induced  to  change  his  politics  by 
reason  of  the  existence,  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  of  a  manifestly  unjust 
provision. 

Mr.  Dodd  has  traveled  extensively  in  the 
United  States,  having  made  four  trips  to 
California,  the  first  in  1879,  when  he  was 
on  a  tour  of  investigation,  and  visited  San 
I'rancisco,  Los  Angeles,  Santa  Barbara,  Sac- 
ramento and  other  noted  points  in  that  state. 
During  the  "Midwinter  Fair"  he  went  out 
again,  and  this  time  spent  much  time  in  the 
principal  cities  of  California,  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  in  Spokane.  Washington,  and  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.     In  two  other  trips 
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■he  covered  much  of  tlie  same  territory  and 
visited  several  new  points,  so  that  he  is  now 
famihar  with  the  resources  and  possibiHties 
of  the  states  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

In  the  councils  of  his  party  Mr.  Dodd  has 
been  prominent  far  many  years,  having  been 
a  delegate  to  county  and  other  conventions, 
— among  them  the  state  conventions  held  at 
Sedalia  and  St.  Louis, — and  he  has  served 
in  the  city  council  of  Hopkins.  In  all  rela- 
tions of  life  Mr.  Dodd  has  striven  to  perform 
his  duty  as  becomes  an  upright,  high-minded 
and  honorable  man,  and  is  consequently  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  bv  all  that  know  him. 


EPHRAni  JOHNSTON. 

The  pioneer  has  pecuh'ar  interest  for  the 
reader  of  history,  and  the  patriot  who  takes 
up  arms  in  defense  of  his  home  has  an  im- 
perishable memory.  The  prominent  citizen 
whose  name  is  above  has  ably  and  faithfully 
performed  the  work  of  the  pioneer  and  the 
soldier,  and  is  descended  from  pioneers  and 
patriots  whose  history  runs  through  several 
generations  and  whose  good  works  have 
aided  in  the  planting  and  perpetuation  of 
American  liberty  and  American  develop- 
ment and  prosperity  in  different  parts  of 
our  country. 

Ephraim  Johnston,  of  Green  township, 
Nodaway  county  (postoffice,  Burlington 
Junction),  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The 
first  of  his  family  and  its  founder  in  America 
came  over  from  Great  Britain  in  1752,  and 
some  of  his  forefathers  fought  gallantly  for 
American  freedom  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  grandfather,  John  Johnston,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Virginia,  and  in  that  state  his  fa- 
ther, George  Johnston,  was  born.  From  the 
Old  Dominion  George  Johnston  emigrated 
in  1800  to  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  first 


settlers  in  Ross  county,  where  he  fomid  a 
wilderness  home.  He  had  married  Miss 
Nancy  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  John- 
son and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
made  their  journey  from  Virginia  on  horse- 
back, bringing  along  pack-horses  to  trans- 
port their  few  portable  goods  and  chattels. 
It  will  lie  noticed  that  in  the  .paternal  line 
Mr.  Johnstiin  is  descended  from  the  Johns- 
tons, and  in  the  maternal  line  from  tlie  John- 
sons, and  it  may  be  added  that  these  par- 
ticular families  of  Johnstons  and  Johnsons 
were  never  related  as  far  as  is  known.  They 
settled  dt)wn  in  the  midst  of  a  wild,  wooded 
country  to  live  in  a  log  cabin,  redeem  the 
land  from  the  forest,  make  the  first  rude 
essay  at  farming  and  defend  their  lives  and 
their  lielongings  against  wild  beasts  and 
sa\-ages  no  less  wild  and  at  tlnies  even  more 
lawless.  But  they  had  km.iwn  what  they  had 
to  encounter  and  against  what  they  must 
contend,  for  'Sh:  Johnston  had  come  on  some 
time  before  and  "spied  out  the  land." 

George  and  Nancy  (Johnson)  Johnston 
had  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood, — ^John,  Mary, 
Jesse,  Rachel,  Elizabeth,  George.  James, 
William,  Joseph,  Ephraim  and  Wilson.  The 
three  others  died  in  childhood.  George 
Johnston,  the  father  of  these  children,  was  a 
large,  strong  man,  a  "six-footer."  He  was 
of  the  stuff  of  which  pioneers  were  made 
and  right  well  did  he  perform  his  part  in 
every  relation  of  life.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig,  in  religious  aftiliation  a  Methodist. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  his  wife 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  They  were  no 
more  full  of  years  than  full  nf  honor,  and 
they  were  long  regarded  by  their  neighbors 
who  came  into  the  country  later  as  living 
links  connecting  the  new  order  of  things 
w  ith  the  old.    Their  son  Ephraim  grew  up  on 
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tlie  farm,  helped  clear  land  and  put  it  under 
cultivation  and  perforce  learned  all  about  the 
hardships  of  farming  when  and  where  farm- 
ing was  hard.  \\'hcn  he  arrived  at  man's 
estate  he  was  strong,  vigonjus,  enterprising, 
hopeful  and  determined.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Delaware  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  of  which  his  father  was  one  of 
the  early  supporters.  In  1846  he  married 
Rebecca  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Rachel  (Corken)  Jones,  of  a  good  old  Ohio 
family,  "Methodists  with  a  tincture  of  Qua- 
ker." Miss  Jones  was  liorn  in  Ross  county, 
Oh'o.  Her  father  died  in  Ohio  and  her 
mother  survived  him,  and  at  her  death,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-six,  was  one  of  the  oldest 
women  in  her  vicinity.  She  bore  her  hus- 
band four  sons  and  three  daughters,  named 
Simpson,  Nelson,  Henry,  ]\Iilti>n,  Elizabeth, 
Reliecca  and  Rachel. 

The  children  born  to  E])Iiraim  and  Rebec- 
ca (Jones)  Johnston  were:  .\ugust.  nnw  in 
business  at  Quitman.  ]\liss(iuri:  .\(laline,  the 
wife  of  J.  \\'.  Smith,  of  Cireen  township; 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  David  \\'oods,  of  Nod- 
away county;  Milton,  of  Cireen  township; 
Howard,  in  business  at  Cameron,  Missouri; 
Edward,  residing  at  Quitman:  Clarence, 
who  died  aged  forty-three;  and  Henry  W., 
also  deceased.  'J  he  last  named  became  a 
minister  of  the  ^^'eslyan  Methodist  church 
and  for  a  considerable  period  was  well  known 
as  a  missionary  in  the  African  field.  He  died 
in  Indiana,  not  long  after  his  retirement  from 
foreign  work,  and  a  widow  and  three  chil- 
dren survive  him.  I  Ic  was  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  W'esleyan  Methodist  confer- 
ence of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Johnston  removed  with  his  family 
from  Ohio  to  Missouri  in  1862,  and  soon 
after  enlisted  in  Compan\-  1,  I'orly-eighth 
Missoin^i  X'oliuitccrs.  under  the  command  of 


Captain  Grigsby.  He  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  St.  Joseph,  and  saw  much  active 
and  dangerous  experience  of  war,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Benton  Barracks,  at  the  end 
of  his  time  of  enlistment.  He  has  since  lived 
the  peaceful,  but  not  easv,  life  of  "the  hus- 
bandman and  the  shepherd,"  and  is  growing 
old  almost  imperceptibly;  indeed,  with  his 
six  feet  of  stature,  his  two  hundred  pounds 
healthy  weight  and  his  vigorous  look  and 
elastic  step,  he  appears  ten  years  younger 
than  he  is.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
an  aih'i  icate  of  universal  freedom,  education 
and  temperance,  ar.d  he  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  and  helpful  members  of  tlie  Aleth- 
odist  EpiscoiKil  church. 


B.   R.\LKl(iH   M.VRTIX. 

Americans  who  can  trace  their  lineage 
to  men  who.  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
risked  their  lives  in  defense  of  .\merican 
independence,  ha\'e  just  reason  for  "pride 
of  ancestry."  which  places  them  intinitely 
above  .\ngio-mani;ics  who  boast  of  their  de- 
scent from  some  (pf  America's  oppressors. 
The  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Martins,  of 
which  the  prominent  citizen  of  Maryville, 
Missouri,  abo\e  mentioned,  is  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative, reveals  his  descent  from  some 
of  the  prominent  Revolutionary  stock  of 
\'irginia.  His  great-great-grandfathers, 
James  Martin  and  William  Morris,  were 
soldiers  in  oiu^  N\ar  for  independence.  The 
former  was  born  in  Halifax  comity,  \'ir- 
ginia,  in  1740.  One  of  his  sons,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  June 
16,  1801,  and  went  with  his  wife  and  chiUl 
to  Kentucky  in  1823,  settling  in  Mercer 
county.  His  outfit  consisted  solely  of  a 
two-year-old  filly,  upon  which  his  wife  rode 
and  carried  the  baby  and  a  feather  bed,  and 
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a  few  cooking  utensils  which  he  carried  as 
lie  led  the  way  on  foot.  Dr.  Martin's  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Dickson  Kirk,  \\-ho 
was  six  weeks  old  when,  in  1790,  his  father 
(a  Scotchman,  and  a  Revolutionary  pa- 
triot) crossed  the  mountains  from  \^irginia 
to  Kentucky  and  settled  where  Lehanon  now 
is.  Jesse  Martin,  Dr.  Martin's  father,  was 
horn  in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  April  8, 
1824,  and  in  1845  ^vent  with  his  family  to 
I\lcDonough  count}-,  Illinois,  where  his  wife 
died  July  4,  185 1,  and  where  he  died  June 
8,  1864.  Jesse  Martin  was  a  Jackson  and 
later  xi  Douglas  Democrat.  He  recruited 
soldiers  for  the  Union  arm)-  during  the 
Civil  war  and  served  his  township  as  su- 
pervisor. He  married  Paulina  ("oe  Kirk, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Dickson  and 
Nancy  (Hodskin)  Kirk.  Their  children 
are:  Dr.  F.  M.  Martin;  John  C,  of  West 
Liberty,  Iowa;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  John 
H.  Richeson,  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska ; 
Rachel  P.,  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Carlile,  of  Mc- 
Donough  county,  Illinois;  James  D.,  of 
Orleans,  Nebraska;  \A'illiani  F.  and  Jo- 
seph E.,  of  McDonough  county,  Illinois; 
Lucy  A.,  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  W.  Shad- 
wick,  of  Fidelity,  Illinois;  and  Henry  and 
Miss  Susan  A.  Martin,  on  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Illinois. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Martin,  of  JMaryville,  was 
born  at  Macomb,  Illinois,  November  6, 
1S50,  and  was  a  farmer  and  a  country 
school  teacher  until  he  was  twenty-three 
)'ears  of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the  Ma 
comb  (Illinois)  normal  school  and  was 
principal  of  the  Colchester  (Illinois)  grad- 
ed scliools  three  years.  He  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  B.  R.  \\'estfall  as  his  preceptor, 
the  noted  homeopathist  of  McDonough  coun- 
ty, and  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann  College, 
Chicago.     At  this  prominent  institution  Dr. 


Martin  also  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  in  1877,  and  soon  afterward  locat- 
ed at  La  Harpe,  Illinois.  He  practiced  there 
ten  years  and  then  located  in  Maryville,  Mis- 
souri. He  is  a  member  of  the  American  and 
Missouri  Institutes  of  Homeopathy  and  of 
the  Missouri  \'alley  Homeopathic  Medical 
Association.  He  is  the  sole  representative 
of  his  school  in  Maryville  and  enjoys  a 
large  and  profitable  practice.  He  is  a  well 
known  Democrat  and  has  served  two  terms 
as  county  coroner  and  three  terms  as  the 
count}'  physician  of  Nodaway  county.  He 
married  August  24,  1S71,  Salome  S.,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  \\'estfall,  his  medical  pre- 
ccptiir.  Their  children  are :  B.  Raleigh 
:\lartin;  Maliel  P.;  Charles  V.,  now  a  stu- 
dent at  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chi- 
cago; and  Alice  A.  Martin. 

B.  Raleigh  Martin  was  born  in  McDon- 
ough county,  Illinois,  July  6,  1872,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Nodaway  county.  He  received  his  pri- 
mary education  in  the  public  schools  of  La 
Harpe,  Illinois,  and  iSIaryville,  Missouri, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  Maryville  Acad- 
emy in  1892.  He  had  selected  the  law  for 
his  profession  early  in  his  youth  and  had 
read  law  some  years  before  his  graduation. 
He  entered  Judge  Ramsey's  office  to  pre- 
[jare  himself  for  passing  the  examination, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  one  year  later 
before  Judge  C.  A.  Anthony.  He  opened 
an  office  at  Hopkins  and  practiced  there  un- 
til his  removal  to  Maryville  to  enter  upon 
his  duties  as  prosecuting  attorney.  He 
v/as  nominated  for  this  office  by  the  fusion 
convention  of  Nodaway  county  in  1898  and 
elected  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and 
eighty-five  votes.  Prior  to  his  offi.cial  con- 
ucctitm  with  the  pro.secutor's  office  he  was 
retained    in    some  of  the  leading  criminal 
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cases  tried  in  the  circuit  courts  of  Nodaway 
county,  ^lissouri,  and  Taylor  county,  Iowa, 
notably  in  the  case  of  the  state  of  Missouri 
vs.  Ulmer  and  Rasco,  and  the  state  of  Iowa 
vs.  Friend.  Beabout  and  Pope,  tried  at  Bed- 
ford. Since  his  incumbency  of  the  prose- 
cutor's office  Mr.  Martin  has  prosecuted,  for 
murder,  Jesse  for  the  killing  of  Griffin,  and 
Ida  Evving-  for  the  murder  of  her  sister-in- 
law,  both  noted  cases.  Mr.  ]\Iartin  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  finest  orators  in  nortli- 
west  Missouri,  and  for  his  age  has  not  a 
peer  in  the  state.  His  eloquence  has  won 
liim  a  wide  reputation  and  he  has  many  de- 
mands from  other  states  for  lectures  and 
public  addresses.  He  is  powerful  before  a 
jury  and  has  before  him  a  great  future  in  his 
profession. 

Mr.  Martin  married,  in  Jackson  cnunt\-, 
in  1893,  Mis.s  Mabel  Thruston.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  Knight  of  Pvtbias. 


GEORGE  W.  NULL. 

This  lu)nored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  well  known  agriculturist  of  Nodaway 
ciiunty,  Missouri,  was  born  in  Gallia  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  September  17,  1842,  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Helen  (Wiseman)  Null,  also 
natives  of  that  county,  where  the  father  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a  farmer,  dying  there  in 
1842,  when  our  subject  was  onfy  nine  days 
old.  He  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
I\Iathew,  Jane,  David,  Hannah,  Mary  and 
\\'illiani.  Their  father,  \\'ilhani  Null,  also 
a  farmer,  was  born  in  Pennsyhania  and 
died  in  Gallia  county. 

Samuel  Wiseman,  our  sul)ject's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Virginia,  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  and   followed   farming  as  a 


life  work.  He  was  a  prominent  and  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  filled 
most  of  the  church  offices,  including  those  of 
class-leader  and  exhorter.  He  was  a  great 
Bible  student  and  a  fluent  talker  on  Bil)le 
subjects.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio  he  or- 
ganized the  first  Sabbath-school  in  his  sec- 
tion, and  after  coming  to  Missouri,  in  1851, 
organized  the  first  in  the  neighborhood  where 
he  located.  Enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
he  proved  a  useful  man  in  a  new  country. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  strong  Union 
man,  but  the  high  position  he  held  in  the 
community  protected  him  from  the  southern 
sympathizers.  He  purchased  land  and  also 
entered  a  tract  in  Nodaway  county,  which 
he  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  and  in 
connection  with  its  operation  he  conducted 
two  sawmills,  but  he  finally  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  nioxed  to  Maryville,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days  in  retirement  from  active  la- 
bor. His  death  occurred  during  the  war. 
His  children  were  Allen,  a  resident  of  Ohio; 
Johnson,  who  died  in  California:  Whit; 
Franklin;  Susan,  who  first  married  a  Mr. 
Powell  and  secondly  a  Mr.  Demsey;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  William  Neal ;  Helen,  the  mother 
of  our  subject:  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of  A. 
Graham.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
twice  married,  her  second  husband  Ijeing 
Thomas  Kelly.  In  1852  they  came  to  Mis- 
souri and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Nodaway 
county,  but  six  years  later  sold  their  prop- 
erty here  and  moved  to  Kansas.  In  1830 
they  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  1863  again 
came  to  this  county,  where  they  purchased 
a  farm.  Here  the  mother,  who  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  died  in  1865.  By  her  first  marriage 
she  had  two  sons:  David  A.,  who  died  in 
1861,  leaving  a  widow;  and  George  W.,  our 
subject.     Bv  the  second  union  there  were 
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eiglit  children,  namely :  Mrs.  Margaret 
Harmon;  John  W..  a  resident  of  California; 
F".  L.,  of  Oklahoma;  Samuel,  who  was  killed 
in  an  Indian  fight  on  the  plains  in  1864; 
William,  a  resident  of  Iowa ;  Xewton  and 
Henry,  both  farmers  of  this  county ;  and 
Pascal  B.,  a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia. 

During  his  boyhood  George  W.  Xull  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  made  his 
home  with  his  mother  and  stepfather.  He 
accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal  to 
Kansas  and  remained  there  until  i860,  when 
he  again  came  to  this  county.  During  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted,  at 
Maryville,  Missouri,  in  Company  I,  First 
Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  re- 
organized as  a  cavalry  regiment  after  three 
years'  service.  Mr.  Null  was  mustered  in  at 
Omaha,  and  before  the  expiratii)n  of  his  term 
re-enlisted.  He  first  served  under  F'remont 
in  Missouri,  but  in  1862  was  transferred  to 
Grant's  army,  joining  the  command  at  Fort 
Donelson.  As  a  part  of  Lew  Wallace's  di- 
\-ision,  the  regiment  took  part  in.  the  battle 
at  that  place  and  at  Shiloh,  reaching  the  bat- 
tle-field Sunday  in  time  to  take  part  in  the 
second  day's  fight.  They  next  went  to  Mem- 
phis, and  from  there  to  Helena,  Arkansas, 
and  under  command  of  General  Davidson  re- 
turned to  Pilot  Knob,  Missouri.  They  took 
part  in  the  engagement  at  Cape  Girardeau, 
April  26,  1863,  built  a  fort  at  Pilot  Knob, 
and  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were 
reorganized  as  a  cavalry  regiment.  They 
next  went  to  Batesville,  Arkansas,  and  in 
March,  1864,  proceeded  to  Jacksonport  and 
Duvall's  Bluff.  They  were  granted  a  thirty- 
days  furlough  after  their  re-enlistment  and 
sent  out  on  the  plains  to  Fort  Kearney.  Mr. 
jSTull  was  then  engaged  in  patrol  and  scout 
duty  during  the  troubles  with  the  Indians, 


and  remained  in  the  service  until  January 
1 1 ,  1866,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account 
of  disability  and  paid  off  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. He  was  slightly  wounded  by  a  ball 
on  the  head,  but  was  more  severely  injured 
by  his  horse  falhng  with  him. 

While  on  a  furlough  in  1864,  Mr.  Null 
married  Miss  Lydia  J.  Ware,  who  was  born 
in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  August  10, 
1845.  Her  father,  Jahn  Ware,  was  burn  in 
New  Jersey,  but  reared  in  Ohio,  and  in  In- 
diana married  Mary  Terhune,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  who  was  reared  in  Indiana.     In 

1840  they  moved  to  Andrew  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  later  came  to  Nodaway,  where 
the  father  improved  two  farms,  becoming 
one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his 
community.  He  was  an  acti\e  churcli  wi  irker 
and  a  highly  respected  man.  His  deatii  oc- 
curred December  18,  1891,  but  his  wife  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  In  relig- 
ious faith  they  were  Methodists.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Joseph  L.,  a  harness  and  saddle- 
maker;  Lydia  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Adam, 
deceased  ;  Isaac  S. ;  J.  W. ;  Mary  E.,  the  wife 
of  William  Miller;  and  Charles  E.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Colorado.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Null 
have  been  born  nine  children :  Mary,  the 
wife  of  J.  L.  Partridge;  Orlin  G.,  a  farmer; 
\\'ilhur,  a  professor  at  Cameron  College; 
Laura,  the  wife  of  A.  Wiley;  Charles,  a 
Methodi.st  minister  of  Colorado;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  K.  Corken;  Anna,  Hubert  and  Ama, 
all  at  home. 

■  After  receiving  his  discharge  from  the 
army  Mr.  Null  returned  to  his  wife  in  Mis- 
souri, and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural,  ])ursuits,  owning  at  dii^'erent 
times  four  farms.  In  1874  he  purchased  the 
place  near  ^laryvillc,  where  he  now  resides, 
anid  has  since  added  to  it  until  he  has  two 
hundred  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
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high  state  of  cultivation.  He  raises  and 
feeds  stock  for  market,  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming.  By  his  ballot 
and  influence  Mr.  Null  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  has  been 
a  delegate  to  various  conventions,  and  has 
most  creditably  and  acceptabl}-  filled  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  also  been, 
a  member  of  th;  township  board,  and  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  community  where  he  resides.  He  is  a 
representative  American  citizen,  loyal  to  his 
country  and  its  interests,  and  well  merits  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


AL'.RAH.\M  HAGEY. 

Abraham  Hagev.  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  prominent  farmer  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, Ncdaway  county,  is  a  native  of  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  born  July  4,  1833,  a 
son  of  Abraham  and  Susannah  (Harnor) 
Hagey,  who  were  descendants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  ancestry.  They  moved  to  Nod- 
away count)-  in  1852,  where  they  both  lived 
until  th.e  age  of  ninety  years.  Five  children 
were  the  result  of  this  union,  namely :  Mrs. 
INIaria  Bowman,  of  Burlington  Junction;  a 
son  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate 
army,  was  killed  at  Corinth,  in  September, 
1863  ;  Jacob,  killed  at  Champion  Hills,  in  the 
Confederate  service;  John  Hagey,  of  Green 
township,  who  was  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice; and  Abraham,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

For  three  years  during  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Hagey  resided  in  Iowa,  when  he  re- 
moved to  X'odaway  county  and  settled  on  a 
farm  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  present 
site  of  Dawson.  In  1886  he  was  given 
the  farm  on  which  he  lived  until  November, 
1900,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington  Junc- 
tion.   He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twen- 


ty acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  township.  The 
farms  are  all  well  improved  by  substantial 
buildings  and  conveniences;  and  while  he  has 
devoted  much  time  to  farming  he  has  given 
much  attention  to  carpentry  and  wagonmak- 
ing.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  James  Bu- 
chanan in  1856,  and  has  adhered  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  ever  since.  Before  moving  to 
Iowa  from  his  home  in  Ohio  he  held  the  po- 
sition of  justice  of  peace,  and,  after  nearly 
forty  years,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  of- 
fice in  Nodaway  county,  having  occupied  that 
office  for  the  past  eight  years,  filling  it  with 
lionor  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  He 
has  also  taken  much  interest  in  educational 
lines,  having  been  a  school  director  for  fif- 
teen years.  He  is  now  living  retired,  in  the 
village  of  Burlington  Junction. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Ann  Van 
Sickle,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Twelve  children 
blessed  this  union,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 
]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagey  are  the  grandparents 
of  eighteen  children.  The  family  are  faith- 
ful followers  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
r.re  recognized  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  communitv. 


THOMAS  M.  BAILEY. 

Thomas  M.  Bailey,  the  postmaster  of 
Rockport,  Missouri,  and  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Hunt  &  Bailey,  settled  within 
the  limits  of  Atchison  county  after  the  e.K- 
piration  of  what  may  be  called  pioneer  days. 
When  he  located  in  the  county  the  lawless- 
ness and  disorder  resulting  from  the  Civil 
war  had  ceased,  and  peace  and  quiet  had  been 
re-established.  He  united  with  a  community 
of  intelligent  and  prosperous  citizens,  being 
from  the  fir.-;t  not  only  with  them  but  also 
of  them.     While  he  was  well  qualified  upon 
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locating  in  Atchison  county  t<i  !ie  a  teaclier 
in  tlie  pulilic  schools,  which  jjrofession  he 
had  'fnllowed  in  iiis  native  state,  yet  he 
:Suught  employment  npon  the  farm  and  spent 
two  years  near  Phelps  City  as  a  farm  hand. 
While  engaged  in  teaching  he  had  made 
some  little  preparation  for  the  practice  of 
law,  reading  with  Ingersoll  &  Shoun  at 
Greenville,  Tennessee,  and  in  1887  he  lo- 
cated in  Rockport  to  complete  his  law  stndies 
ap.d  to  enter  upon  the  jiractice  of  the  law. 
Arriving  in  Rockport  on  March  jo  of  the 
year  last  named  he  at  once  hecanie  a  student 
in  the  law  office  of  John  D.  Camphell,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  January  term, 
1888,  immediately  afterward  forming  a 
partnership  with  his  perceptor,  Mr.  Camp- 
"bell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Campbell  & 
Bailey,  a  firm  which  was  dissolved  only  by 
the  death  of  the  senior  in  1895.  Soon  after- 
ward the  firm  of  Hunt  &  Bailey  was  formed, 
and  this  firm  continues  to  the  present  time. 
During  the  same  year,  1888,  Mr.  Bailey  be- 
came a  candidate  for  the  office  of  prosecut- 
ing att'irne}'  of  the  Cdunty.  being  nominated 
In-  the  Republican  part}-,  and  was  elected. 
He  was  again  elected  in  1890  and  was  elected 
for  the  third  time  in  1892,  thus  serving  suc- 
cessfully for  six  consecutive  years.  His 
is  one  of  the  strong  legal  firms  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  its  connection  with  much  of  the  im- 
portant litigation  of  the  county  is  a  matter 
■of  puljJic  note  and  comment. 

^Ir.  Bailey  is  a  son  of  Marifm  L.  Bailey, 
a  farmer,  who  spent  his  life  in  Greene  coun- 
ty, east  Tennessee,  dying  there  in  1896,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  was  descended 
from  the  Baileys  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were 
themselves  descendants  of  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  from  England  to  Amer- 
ica prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  separat- 
ing and  drifting  into  different  parts  of  the 


ciiuntry.  In  his  later  business  years  Marion 
L.  Bailey  followed  the  occupations  of  tanner, 
saddler  and  shoemaker.  He  married  Sarah 
H.  \\^illiams,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Alexander  H.,  of  Holt  county, 
Missouri ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Reed,  of  east  Tennes- 
see; Nannie  P.,  the  wife  of  John  R.  \\'^eems, 
of  east  Tennessee;  Thomas  M.;  John  M., 
of  Langdon,  Missouri ;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hunt,  of 
Lockwood,  Missouri ;  Mrs.  C.  AI.  Hunt,  of 
the  same  place;  Joseph  B.  Bailey,  of  Fuller- 
ton.  Nebraska;  and  Lydia  A.,  the  wife  of  J. 
M.  Williams,  of  Greene  count}-,  east  Ten- 
nessee. 

Thomas  M.  Bailey  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  received  his  education  in 
the  high  schools  of  Greenville,  Tusculum 
College  and  the  Tennessee  A\'esleyan  Univer- 
sity located  at  Athens,  ^\'hen  he  completed 
his  education  at  this  university  he  had  passed 
his  majority.  He  at  once  adopted  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching,  which  he  followed  only 
a  sliort  time,  and  then  began  reading  law, 
carrying  on  stock  trading  as  a  business  in 
the  meantime  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  As 
previously  stated  his  law  preceptors  were 
Ingersoll  &  Shoun,  whom  he  left  before  his 
final  examination  and  removed  to  Atchison 
county  in  1885,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  continuously  a  resident  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Bailey's  heroism  is  a  matter  of  pe- 
culiar interest  for  the  reason  that  he  was 
one  of  those  "east  Tennessee  Republicans" 
when  it  required  more  than  ordinar}-  courage 
to  belong  to  that  particular  lirand  of  ixjlit- 
ical  faith.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
east  Tennessee  remained  loyal  to  the  Union, 
but  it  was  overrun  by  rebel  hordes  and  many 
of  the  patriots  of  that  part  of  the  state  suf- 
fered severely  because  of  their  fealty  to  their 
country.  Hence  if  any  man  has  a  strong 
claim  to  be  considered  a  Republican  it  is  the 
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man  who  thus  remained  true  during  "the 
time  tliat  tried  men's  souls." 

Besides  his  services  to  the  county  in  an 
official  capacity,  Mr.  Bailey  has  rendered 
conspicuous  service  to  his  own  immediate 
school  district  as  the  president  of  the  board 
of  education ;  to  his  town  as  alderman,  and 
to  his  party  as  chairman  of  the  county  cen- 
tral committee.  In  1896  he  was  a  presiden- 
tial elector  and  has  represented  his  party  at 
many  of  its  important  district  and  state  con- 
ventions. In  November,  1898,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Rockport,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  with  conspicuous  ability 
and  with  general  satisfaction  to  the  patrons 
of  the  office. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married,  in  1888,  to  Miss 
Minnie,  a  daugiiter  of  Jesse  Sliger.  of  Atchi- 
son county,  and  to  this  marriage  there  have 
been  born  Jessie  S.  and  Thomas  M.,  Jr..  both 
bright  and  intelligent  children.  Mr.  Bailey 
is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  a 
most  useful  and  honoralile  member  of  so- 
ciety generally. 


ROBERT  B.  A.  McBRIDE. 

Robert  B.  A.  McBride,  the  pastor  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  in  Tarkio,  was 
born  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn.sylvania,  De- 
cember 21,  1867,  on  a  farm  which  is  a  part 
of  the  original  tract  that  was  claimed  by  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America.  He  is 
a  son  of  Davidson  C.  and  Mary  (Lowry) 
McBride.  His  father  was  born  in  Lowell- 
ville,  Ohio,  near  the  Pennsylvania  line  and 
not  far  from  the  i.ld  McBride  homestead, 
July  30,  1840.  When  about  five  years  of 
age  he  accompanied  iiis  parents  imi  their  re- 
moval to  the  homestead  farm,  which  bor- 
dered the  state  line,  but  is  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania side.     He  was  for  some  t'me  a  student 


in  Westminster  College,  but  his  text-ljooks- 
were  put  aside  at  the  time  of  the  great  Civil 
war,  and  with  patriotic  spirit  he  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  as  a 
member  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-fourth  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  After  his  return  from  the  war 
he  married  and  located  uj)on  a  portion  of 
the  old  homestead  farm. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Joshua  Anderson  and  Martha  (Dick- 
son) McBride.  The  former  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  farm.  \\  here  he  spent  most 
of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  there.  He- 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Mar\-  (. Anders m) 
McBride,  and  the  parents  of  Jolm  McBride 
were  Samuel  and  L\(lia  (  Reetl)  McBride. 
Samuel  McBride  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America.  He  was  born  in  1749, 
near  Belfast,  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  the  new  world  in  1772,  landing  on 
the  20th  of  August.  Samuel,  Joshua  .Ander- 
son and  Davidson  C.  McBride  were  all  elders 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  church  or  As- 
sociate Presbyterian  church,  one  of  the  par- 
ent bodies  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  all  ser\ing  in  w  liat  is  practically  the 
same  congregation.  They  spent  most  of 
their  lives  on  the  same  farm,  in  what  is  now 
Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  maternal  side  the  Rev.  Mr.  .Mc- 
Bride is  also  of  Irish  lineage.  His  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lowry.  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county.  Ohio,  February 
8,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Margaret 
(Stewart)  Lowry.  Her  father  was  a  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Houston)  Lowry, 
and  was  ])orn  near  Loweliville,  Ohio,  .Au- 
gust 12.  1818.  He  was  an  elder  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  church,  of  Poland  Cen- 
ter. Ohio,  and  later  in  tlie  church  at  Deer 
Creek,  Pennsvlvan'a.      I  lis  lather,   William 
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Lowry,  was  Ijoni  Octnlier  i  i,  1784,  in  county 
Down,  Ireland. 

Robert  Burton  Anderson  McBride,  now 
tlie  honored  pastor  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church  at  Tarkio,  supplemented  his 
jMeliminary  educational  privileges  by  study 
in  the  Gro\e  City  College,  at  Grove  City, 
I'enusvhania,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1891.  In  the  following  Septem- 
Ijer  lie  matriculated  in  the  theological  sem- 
inary of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at 
Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  as  a  student  from 
Beaver  Valley  presbytery.  On  the  nth  of 
April,  1893,  in  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
church  of  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach.  On  the  25th  of  April, 
1894,  he  was  graduated  Ijy  the  theological 
seminar)-,  and  on  the  ist  of  May  was  or- 
dained by  the  Bea\er  \'alley  ])resbytery 
pastor  of  the  congregations  of  Oak  Grove 
and  Neshannock,  in  Lawrence  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  spent  almost  three  years  there 
and  then  resigned  that  charge  in  order  that 
he  might  accept  a  call  from  the  United  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  installed  as  pastor  on  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1897.  There  he  labored  successfully 
for  a  little  more  than  three  years,  when  he 
resigned  in  order  to  become  the  pastor  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  cliurch  at  Tarkio, 
where  he  was  installed  April  24,  1900. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1894,  Rev.  Mr.  Mc- 
Bride  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  oi  matri- 
mou}'  to  Miss  Jennie  Catherine  Rankin,  who 
was  born  September  16,  1873,  in  Allegheny 
county,  I'ennsylvania,  near  Boston.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Da\id  and  Frances  (  Doug- 
lass) Rankin.  Her  father  was  born  Septem- 
ber 29,  1837,  in  Londonderry,  county  Done- 
gal, Ireland,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  this  countr^•  when  less  than  two  vears  of 


age.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Will- 
iam Douglass,  was  born  in  Alleghenv  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  zy,  1839.  The 
home  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  McBride  is  blessed 
with  the  presence  of  two  little  children: 
Davidson  Rankin,  who  was  born  in  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania,  December  17,  1896, 
and  Mary  Frances,  b.orn  in  Oskaliosa,  Iowa, 
February  20,  1900. 

Mr.  McBride  has  attained  Cimsiderable 
prominence  as  a  representative  of  the  min- 
istry of  his  denomination.  He  is  a  thought- 
ful, earnest  and  logical  speaker,  and  his  man- 
ner and  delivery  are  often  very  impressive, 
bringing  home  to  the  minds  of  his  auditors 
a  recognition  of  the  soul's  needs  and  of  the 
true  purpose  of  life.  He  is  tolerant  and 
broadly  sympathetic,  and  wherexer  he  has 
labored  he  has  won  the  respect  of  people 
of  all  denominations. 


DANIEL  R.  E\"ERSOLE. 

If  there  is  a  self-made  man  in  n^ulhwest- 
ern  [Missouri  who  more  richly  deserves  his 
success  than  Daniel  R.  Eversole,  the  pop- 
ular merchant  and  worthy  citizen  of  Mary- 
ville,  Nodaway  county,  his  name  has  not 
been  suggested  to  the  editors  of  this  work. 
Mr.  Eversole  as  truly  represents  the  spirit  of 
progressive  Americanism  as  any  man  can. 
and  the  story  of  his  rise  from  ol)scurity  by 
honest,  hard  work  to  a  leading  position  in 
the  community  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
all  and  should  be  read,  for  the  lesson  it  con- 
tains, by  struggling  and  ambitious  young 
men  who  feel  the  neeil  of  an  encouraging 
example. 

Daniel  R.  Evers  ile  was  born  May  17, 
1854,  in  a  log  cabin  w  itli  cla]il)oard  roof  and 
a  primitive  short  diior,  which  stood  on  a 
farm  near  Bolix'ar,   in  Tuscarawas  countv, 
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Oliio.  a  son  of  Jacob  A.  Eversole,  now  of 
Marvville,  Missouri,  wlicre  the  son  has  won 
success  as  a  merchant  and  liigh  standing  as 
a  citizen.  What  httle  school  education  the 
1)0v  ever  enjoyed  he  obtained  loefore  his  six- 
teentii  year,  for  at  that  early  age  he  took  up 
the  battle  for  bread. 

Mr.  Eversole's  first  wfirk  was  as  a  helper 
in  a  bridge-construction  gang  on  the  line  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad,  in  the  fall  of  1870. 
]  le  came  to  Missouri  in  1870  and  found  em- 
ployment on  the  line  of  the  Kansas  City 
Railroad,  then  being  built.  lie  stopped  in 
Andrew  county  until  the  road  had  passed 
Maryville  and  was  on  the  pay-rolls  as  a 
track  man  for  a  year  and  a  half.  July  2, 
1872.  he  first  entered  Maryville.  He  went 
to  school  the  following  winter  and  in  the 
summer  of  1873  worked  in  a  store  in  Craig, 
Missouri.  Toward  fall  be  returned  to  Nod- 
away county  and  aided  his  brother  in  erect- 
ing the  Hopkins  public-school  building.  He 
also  worked  in  an  elevator  a  short  time  and 
succeeding  it  all  he  secured  employment  with 
G.  Kuenster,  one  of  the  prominent  grocers  of 
Maryville,  which  employment  and  the  ex- 
perience it  afforded  him  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  entry  into  the  dry-goods  business. 

Air.  Eversole  has  been  identified  with 
the  dry-goods  trade  of  Maryville  for  twenty- 
six  years,  having  begun  in  the  business  as  a 
clerk  with  Lieber  &  Micbau,  one  of  the  most 
];roniinent  of  the  old-time  firms  of  the  city. 
After  faithful  service  for  six  or  seven  years, 
he  was  given  a  one-fourth  interest  in  the 
business  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Micbau 
from  the  firm  and  the  announcement  of  the 
change  of  its  name  to  John  Lieber  &  Com- 
pany. This  latter  firm  continued  business 
for  three  and  a  half  years  and  was  succeeded 
by  F.  M.  Petty,  Mr.  Exersole  retaining  an 
interest  in  the  new  firm   for  a  \-ear  and  a 


half  longer.  Soon  after  his  withdrawal  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Gus  Romasser 
and  they  embarked  in  the  business  under  the 
name  of  Eversole  &  Romasser.  January  I, 
1886,  nine  years  later,  Mr.  Eversole  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner  and  be- 
came the  sole  owner  and  promoter  of  the 
business.  The  firm  of  Eversole  &  Romasser 
opened  their  store,  eighty  feet  deep  at  103 
on  the  scjuare,  and  it  was  predicted  by  com- 
petitors that  within  six  months  their  enter- 
prise would  fail  for  lack  of  patronage.  But 
when  that  time  had  passed  the  firm  was 
stronger  instead  of  weaker,  and  it  has  grown 
stronger  year  by  year  ever  since.  Their 
stock  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  new 
departments  and  in  order  to  meet  the  de- 
mands uix)n  them  their  store  room  was 
lengthened  to  one  hundred  and  sixteen  feet 
and  the  whole  filled  from  bottom  to  top  with 
a  stock  seven  times  as  large  as  the  original 
one.  This  success  has  come  to  Mr.  E\-ersole 
without  any  show  or  bluster,  purely  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  peculiar  and  popular  methods  of 
doing  business. 

Mr.  Eversole  has  not  been  interested  in 
many  enterprises,  preferring  rather  to  con- 
fine his  attention  to  one  thing  and  be  con- 
tent with  its  success.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Maryville  Seminary  he  has  been  one 
of  its  directors,  and  he  is  the  secretary  of 
the  board,  lie  Nvas  married,  in  Galesburg, 
Illinois.  }klay  18.  1880.  to  Miss  Dessie  A. 
Shaw,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Anthony,  of 
Maryville.  Their  two  children  are  Ralph  W. 
and  Miss  Maud  E\crsole. 


b:rilR AIM  11.  KALSTOX. 

]\lany  leading  interests  of  northwest 
Missouri  are  in  the  bands  of  a  coniparative- 
Iv  voung  gencraticin  of  business  men.  and 
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the  consensus  of  opinion  is  to  the  effect 
tliat  such  interests  are  heing  managed  with 
exceptional  ability.  One  of  the  leading 
prominent  young-  men  of  alYairs  of  this 
rich  and  rapidly  developing  part  of  the 
state  is  E])hraim  H.  Ralston,  of  Quitman, 
Nodaway  county,  the  proprietor  of  the  Rals- 
ton Bank  and  une  of  the  furemost  in  all 
l)rogressive  movements  of  the  town  and 
county. 

^Ir.  Ralston  organized  a  liank  at  Elmo, 
Nodaway  county,  in  1889,  and  was  pro- 
prietor of  the  Farmers'  and  ^lerchants'  Bank 
of  that  place  until  1898,  when  he  founded 
the  Ralston  Bank,  of  Quitman.  This  insti- 
tution, under  his  alile  management,  has  be- 
come known  as  one  of  the  solid  and  sub- 
stantial banks  of  northwest  ^Missouri.  It 
occupies  a  commodious  two-story  building, 
up  to  date  in  all  its  appointments,  and  its 
office  is  fitted  up  in  attractive,  modern  style. 
]\Ir.  Ralston's  strong  personality  and  .good 
personal  appearance,  affaljility  and  courtesy, 
render  him  a  model  banker,  approachable 
to  all,  and  his  excellent  judgment  in  finan- 
cial affairs  and  his  disposition  to  aid  all 
wortiiy  and  promising  local  enterprises 
make  him  a  most  desiralile  capitalist  for  a 
progressive  countr}-  like  that  surrounding 
Quitman.  Having  lived  in  this  \icinity 
from  boyhood,  he  has  a  very  e-\tensi\e  ac- 
quaintance and  is  well  informed  as  to  all 
conditions  governing  business  and  as  to 
property  \'alues  o\'er  a  territory  compara- 
tively large. 

Mr.  Ralston  was  born  near  Centerville, 
Iowa,  June  26,  1866,  a  son  of  Ephraim  P. 
Ralston,  a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio. 
The  family  of  Ralston  is  of  Scotch  origin 
and  the  name  has  long  been  well  known  in 
connection  with  financial  interests  in  the 
'United  States.     The  celebrated  banker  and 


capitalist,  Ralston,  of  California,  was  a  dis- 
tant relative  of  our  subject.  I\Ien  of  the 
name  liave  always  been  known  for  those 
prominent  Scotch  characteristics,  honesty, 
perseverance  and  frugality,  and  they  have 
lieen  enterprising  to  a  noteworthy  degree. 
It  may  be  added  that  they  liave  ])roven 
themseh'es  true  friends  and  formidable 
foemen.  Ephraim  Ralston  married  Emily 
Daugherty,  reared  near  Centerville,  Iowa, 
who  aided  him  in  all  ways  possible  in  the 
struggle  of  life  and  contributed  not  a  little 
to  his  success.  He  died  at  Independence, 
Kansas.  The  children  of  Ephraim  and 
Emily  (Daugherty)  Ralston  now  living 
were  named  as  follows :  Dora,  who  married 
\\'illiam  Ritchie  and  lives  at  Elmo,  Mis- 
souri; Ephraim  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  H.  E.  Ralston,  of  Maryville, 
Missouri. 

Mr.  Ralston  came  to  Hughes  township, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1872,  and 
has  lived  in  the  county  continuously  since 
that  time.  He  was  only  about  six  years  old 
then,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  tiie 
public  schools  of  the  county.  Even  in  his 
youth  he  had  a  decided  liking  for  business 
and  his  small  deals  were  usually  successful. 
One  way  and  another  he  gained  an  inform- 
ing business  trainin.g,  which  has  been  valu- 
able to  him  in  all  his  later  life.  One  of 
the  studies  most  interesting  to  him,  and  not 
the  least  valuable,  was  the  study  of  human 
nature,  which  has  made  him  a  good  judge  of 
men. 

In  1896  Mr.  Ralston  married  Miss  Kate 
Orr,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  a  daughter 
of  M.  M.  Orr.  who  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Valley  Falls,  Kansas. 
Mrs.  Ralston's  mother  died  in  1890,  deeply 
regretted  by  all  who  knew  her.  Mrs.  Rals- 
ton has  two  sisters,  named  Ida  and  Ellen. 


374 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


Mr.  Ralston  is  a  ])ublic-spirited  man, 
and  e\ery  movement  tending  to  enhance 
tlie  pul)lic  weal  has  his  earnest  support.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Republican,  active  and  in- 
fluential in  party  work,  and  has  often  been 
ii  delegate  to  important  conventions  of  his 
party.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  Odd  Fellow 
and  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  among 
members  of  that  order.  He  possesses  the 
public  confidence  in  a  liigh  degree,  and,  yet 
in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  even 
tually  has  before  him  many  more  years  of 
usefulness.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralston  have 
two  children,  named  Charles  and  Xellie. 


SAMUEL  C.  TAYLOR. 

This  well-known  farmer  and  honored 
citizen  of  Xodaway  count}',  Missouri,  was 
born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  February 
20,  1838.  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Duke)  Taylor,  natives  of  tlie  same  state. 
His  paternal  grandparents,  Sanniel  Tay- 
lor and  wife,  were  both  burn  in  Ireland, 
while  his  maternal  grand])arenis.  Major 
James  Duke  ami  wife,  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  respectively.  All  were 
early  settlers  of  Ohio  and  occupants  of  farms. 
!Major  Duke,  who  also  followed  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  served  with  distinction  as  an  of- 
ficer in  the  war  of  18 12.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  both  died  in  Guern.sey  county,  Ohio, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  j-ears,  the 
niother  at  the  age  of  eighty.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living,  and  all  are  agriculturists. 

L'pon  the  home  farm  .Sanniel  C.  Ta)']or 
grew  to  manhood.  He  attended  school  to  a 
hmited  extent,  but  is  almost  wholly  a  self- 
educated  as  well  as  a  self-made  man.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years  he  married  Miss 


Xancy  E.  Gunning,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  namely:  Maggie  ^L,  who 
married  F.  G.  Sallee  and  has  one  son ;  L'. 
Grant,  who  married  Clara  A.  Grey  and  has 
one  son  and  fi\e  daughters ;  Sherman,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hamilton  county,  Iowa;  Walter,  at 
home;  Etta,  who  married  Frank  Anderson 
and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter;  Clara, 
the  wife  of  Charles  .Xnderson;  and  Sanniel 
E..  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a  farm  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  for  twelve  dollars 
and  a  half  per  month  for  one  year,  and  then 
moved  to  Jasjier  county.  Lnva.  where  he 
purcha.sed  eighty  acres  of  land,  making  it 
his  home  for  eleven  years.  Li  the  fall  of 
1875  he  came  to  Xodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land, 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  at  once  turned  his  attention.  Prospering 
in  his  new  home,  he  purchased  another 
eighty-acre  tract  in  1880,  and  now  has  a 
fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
wl'.ich  he  has  placed  unrler  a  high  state  of 
ciilti\'ation  and  improved  with  g<«id  and 
substantial  buildings.  At  one  time  he  owned 
forty  acres  of  land,  one-half  mile  from  where 
he  now  lives,  but  he  sold  that.  He  has  given 
his  children  good  school  privileges,  and  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  c;innnun- 
ity  where  they  reside.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
1  aylor  are  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  and  he 
has  ever  taken  an  acti\e  part  in  its  work  and 
has  assisted  in  building  four  churches. 
Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  in  i860,  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  for  several 
years  elificiently  served  as  school  director  in 
his  district,  which  office  his  sons  have  also 
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filled.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
and  justly  deserves  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held. 


E.   E.   PECK. 


A  prominent  and  representati\e  farmer 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  is  E.  E.  Peck,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  has  witnessed  and  taken 
an  important  part  in  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  this  section.  His  birthplace  was 
near  Toronto,  Canada,  born  September  3, 
1 83 1 ,  a  son  of  Washington  and  Mary  ( Wil- 
cox) Peck,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Jacol)  Peck,  of 
English  descent,  who  t'^ok  with  him  to  Can- 
ada his  two  s<ins  .\nson  and  Washington, 
the  latter  of  wh.om  engaged  in  the  coopering 
business  with  his  father  until  1840;  then 
began  a  life  of  travel  which  he  continued 
more  or  less  through  his  whole  existence. 

With  family  and  household  goods  he 
first  moved  to  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  remained  a  short  time,  then  went 
north,  locating  near  Sheboygan  Falls,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  purchased  another  farm 
and  conducted  it  until  1846,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Sheboygan,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  Disposing  of  this  prop- 
erty, Mr.  Peck  returned  to  Canada  and 
bought  a  farm  upon  which  he  remained  one 
year,  selling  it  then  to  move  into  Killworth, 
•\vhere  he  started  a  cooper  shop  and  worked 
at  his  trade  imtil  1850.  At  this  time  the 
\vhole  land  was  attracted  to  the  western 
slope,  and  with  a  part  of  his  family  Mr.  Peck 
went  overland  to  California  and  opened  a 
dairy  at  Nevada  City,  milk  selling  at  that 
time  for  two  dollars  per  gallon.     A  period 


of  four  busy  years  passed,  as  Mr.  Peck  also 
engaged  in  mining,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  returned  to  western  Canada  and  bought 
a  farm  upon  which  he  remained  until  1857, 
when  he  again  came  west,  locating  in  Atchi- 
son county,  Missouri.  The  winter  was  spent 
in  this  new  home,  but  the  following  season 
the  family  removed  into  New  Mexico  and 
two   years   were   [Kissed    there. 

At  this  time  came  the  first  mutterings  of 
the  Civil  war,  and,  the  government  having 
provided  an  escort  for  all  .Americans.  iNlr. 
Peck  took  advantage  of  this  of¥er  and  re- 
moved his  family  to  Pasadena,  California, 
where  thev  remained  for  two  years.  From 
this  location  Mr.  Peck  next  moved  to  Ore- 
gon, where  he  sjient  one  winter  and  then 
emigrated  to  .\rizona,  where  he  held  a  water 
privilege,  final! v  settling  down  in  \\  ashing- 
ton,  where  he  bought  the  Round  ]\Iound 
farm  and  became  at  once  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  was  the  choice  of  the  people- 
for  the  position  of  state  senator  and  well 
represented  his  constituents.  Later  in  life 
he  made  one  more  change,  selling  his  farm 
and  moving  to  Centralia,  where  his  life 
ended  in  1889.  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six.  His  life  had  been  full  of  change,  but 
his  was  a  nature  to  enjoy  it.  Ne^•er  rich, 
he  had  a  comjTetency  and  was  able  to  care 
for  a  large  family. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Peck,  who  was  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  died  in  1831.  She 
came  of  an  old  family  well  known  in  the  early 
days  of  Methodism,  of  which  her  father  was- 
an  expounder.  The  children  of  this  mar- 
riage were:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whiffen :  ;in(I 
David  A., .our  subject:  the  second  famil_\-  of 
children  being  Mrs.  Mary  Banghart,  Ed- 
mond  S.,  Mrs.  Jane  Keys  and  Mrs.  Emma 
E.  Colvin.    The  mother  died  in  Washington. 

Our  suliject  accompanied  his  father  iir 
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many  of  the  family  removals,  and  when  in 
Canada,  in  1855,  he  married,  and  all  removed 
to  Missouri,  where  he  has  remained.  This 
land  at  that  time  was  almost  universally 
■owned  by  southern  capitalists  who  would  not 
sell  it,  but  after  the  settlement  of  the  slave 
question  willingly  disposed  of  it.  During  the 
war  OUT  subject  saw  twenty-seven  days  of 
militia  service,  and  in  1863  he  enlisted  in  the 
Second  Nebraska  Regiment  and  was  sent 
northward  against  the  Indians.  Tlie  members 
of  this  regiment  furnished  their  own  horses 
and  saw  much  hard  fighting  at  Whitestone 
Hill  in  Dakota,  where  thirty-eight  Amer- 
icans were  killed  and  many  of  the  Indians. 
I\Ir.  Peck  was  out  nine  months,  but  was 
placed  in  the  commissary  department  and 
Avas  fortunate  enough  to  return  home  with- 
out a  wound. 

Before  his  war  service  Mr.  Peck  had 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land  self-support- 
ing. At  that  time  he  had  thirteen  acres 
broken  and  had  built  a  shanty,  and  now  he 
entered  into  the  serious  business  of  improv- 
ing the  rest  of  his  land,  and,  as  able,  to  add 
to  it.  That  he  has  been  successful  is  proven 
bv  his  magnificent  farm  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres,  located  three  miles 
from  W'estboro,  all  under  cultivation,  im- 
proved with  fences,  orchards,  ornamental 
shrubbery  and  a  beautiful  residence.  He  has 
tarried  on  general  farming  and  also  has  fed 
and  raised  a  great  many  cattle. 

In  many  ways  Mr.  Peck  has  been  public- 
spirited  and  of  assistance  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  his  section.  He  was  one  of  the 
principal  organizers  of  the  Farmers'  Bank 
at  W'estboTO,  with  a  capital  of  ten  thousand 
■dollars,  which  has  been  increased,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  substantial  institutions  of 
this  county.  He  holds  a  controlling  interest 
ntu\  is  the  vice  president.     He  also  assisted 


in  the  organization  of  a  bank  at  Shenandoah, 
Iowa,  and  still  owns  much  of  the  stock.  He 
is  a  good  judge  of  men  and  has  shown  ability 
in  whatever  direction  he  has  turned  liis  at- 
tention. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Peck  took  place  in 
Canada,  to  Miss  Hannah  M.  Woodhull,  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Eliza  (Kiser)  W'ood- 
h.ull,  natives  of  Canada.  They  moved  to 
Missouri  in  i860,  settled  upon  some  of  the 
rich  land  in  this  county,  became  successful 
and  died  in  this  place.  They  reared  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Catherine,  iMrs.  T.  Har- 
rington ;  Anna  E.,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Comfort;  the* 
wife  of  our  subject;  Clementine,  Mrs.  G. 
Schram:  Margaret.  !Mts.  F.  Lee;  Electa, 
Mrs.  X.  S.  Davis:  Lucincla,  Mrs.  A.  Simp- 
kins;  Charles  and  John  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peck  have  been  blessed  with  intelligent  and 
interesting  children,  namely:  Josiah  \\'.,  a 
banker  in  W'estboro;  .\nna,  Mrs.  John 
Ware:  Emma,  I\Irs.  Uttvits;  Frank,  a  farm- 
er; Ross,  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Normal  school  in  Fremont.  Nebraska ;  Carrie 
L.,  Mrs.  W.  Gordon;  and  George,  who  mar- 
ried iMiss  Irma  Hurst  and  lives  on  the  home- 
stead. The  mother  passed  away  September 
25,  1885,  beloved  and  lamented  by  all  with 
whom  she  had  been  associated.  Like  her 
husband  and  family,  she  had  long  been  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  church,  a 
good  wife,  a  loving  mother  and  a  firm 
friend. 


GILBERT  M.  CAMPBELL. 

Gilbert  M.  Campbell  is  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Atchison  township,  Nodaway 
county,  where  he  owns  and  conducts  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  He  was  born  in  Ohio  coun- 
ty, Indiana.  October  30.  1838,  and  is  a  son 
01  Alexander  Campbell. 
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Alexander  Campbell  was  born  in  Wood- 
i'ord  count}',  Kentucky.  June  i8,  1798,  and 
was  a  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary  Campbell, 
liis  fatber  being  a  native  of  old  \'irginia. 
Alexander  Campbell  was  united  in  tbe  bonds 
matrimony,  in  Switzerlanil  county,  Indiana, 
with  Sophia  Cunningham,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  181 1  ami  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Caroline  (Bacon)  Cunning- 
bam,  she  dying  in  Switzerland  count}-,  In- 
diana. They  were  the  parents  nf  nir.e  chil- 
dren, as  follows  :  Caroline  Spencer ;  Alary 
I5uttery;  Gilbert  -\I. ;  William,  who  served 
in  Company  B,  Fifty-second  Regiment  In- 
diana Volunteer  Infantry,  in  tbe  Civil  war, 
and  now  lives  in  Kansas ;  Sarah  E. ;  Lewis, 
who  served  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  now  lives  in 
Illinois;  Edward  A.,  who  served  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-third  Regiment,  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry;  George  R.  and  James 
Edward.  Air.  Campbell  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  foUowed  it  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 18,  1865.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics.  His  wife  died  September  21,  1896, 
aged  eighty-four  years. 

Gilbert  M.  Campbell  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  He  was  living  in  Indiana  when 
the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fif- 
ty-second Regiment,  Indiana  ^"olunteer  Ii> 
fantry,  under  Captain  William  Strickland 
and  Colonel  Reynolds.  He  fought  at  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Nashville,  and  was  in  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division),  at  Fort  Pillow; 
was  in  the  service  from  the  time  of  enlist- 
ment until  May  26,  1865,  and  was  with 
General  Sherman  at  Vicksburg,  and  under 
General  A.  J.  Smith  for  a  time;  and  was  in 
Price's  Raid,  and  at  Blakely,  Alabama,  in 
Arkansas  and  Alissouri.     He  enlisted  for  a 


second  term  of  service  and  was  honorably 
discharged  Alay  26,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  continueit 
to  reside  in  Indiana  until  1866,  and  lived  in 
Illinois  from  1866  to  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Nodaway  c<-)unty,  Alissouri.  He  pur- 
chased wild  and  undeveloped  land  in  Atchi- 
son ti^wnshi]),  which  he  has  worked  into  ex- 
cellent farming  land,  having  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres.  He  is  a  man  of  high  character,  honest 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  enjoys 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

Gilbert  M.  Campbell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1867,  with  Airs.  Amy  Campbell,  the 
relict  of  David  O.  Campbell,  a  soldier  of 
the  Civil  war  who  died  six  weeks  after  his 
marriage.  He  was  a  member  of  ths  Seventy- 
seventh  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
tr}^  and  died  of  fever  at  Peoria,  Illinois. 
Airs.  Campliell  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Eliza  (Girrard)  Ditmars.  Her  father 
died  in  Ohio  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his 
age,  and  his  wife  died  Alarcli  14.  1891. 
They  had  three  children :  Amy,  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Elihu;  and  Alary  Symes,  de- 
ceased. Three  children  were  born  to  Gilbert 
AT  Campbell  and  his  wife,  who  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  are  now  living:  Maud,  the  wife 
of  Elmer  Derrickson,  of  Taylor  county, 
Iowa;  Alary  B.,  who  lives  at  home;  and  Ina 
E.,  who  also  lives  at  home.  Two  children 
are  deceased :  Frank  and  Lily  B.  Polit- 
ically the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a  meml.)cr  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 


HENRY  TOLL. 

The  best  stepping-stone  to  public  favor 
is  duty  well  done.  This  fact  has  been  ex- 
cmplilied  in  tbe  successful  career  of  the  man 
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wliose  name  is  the  title  of  this  notice.  De- 
votion to  duty,  hmvever  hard  and  exacting, 
has  been  Mr.  Toel's  most  distinguisliing 
ciiaracteristic,  and  his  fellow  citizens  have 
come  to  regard  him  with  the  highest  ap- 
probation, and,  as  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  these  has  asserted,  "there  is  no  man  in 
Xodaway  county  more  deserving  than  Mr. 
Toel  of  a  record  in  any  work  devoted  to 
local  biograpliy." 

Henry  Toel,  ex-slieritY  and  ex-recorder 
of  Xodaway  cou.ity,  Missouri,  was  born  in 
the  Grand  Dukedom  of  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, February  19,  1828.  His  father.  Rev. 
Henry  Toel,  was  a  Lutheran  minister  of 
whose  five  children  Henry  was  the  eldest. 
The  men  of  the  family  depended  on  farm 
work  for  a  livelihood,  and  when  Henry 
Toel  started  life  it  was  as  a  farmer.  He 
married,  in  his  native  ]an<l,  in  1852,  and 
with  his  family  and  a  few  hundred  dollars 
kft  Europe,  in  1861,  and  came  tn  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Toel  stopped  first  in  Whiteside 
county,  Illinois,  and  there  remained  until 
1867,  when  he  removed  to  Marshall  county, 
Iowa.  The  following  year  he  went  into 
Ixlissouri  and  settled  in  Xodaway  county. 
He  farmed  with  varying  success  until  1875, 
when  he  removed  to  Maryville,  and  soon 
thereafter  he  was  appointed  deputy  sherifY. 
He  was  nominated  and  elected  sherif?  by 
the  Republicans  in  1878,  ami  was  re-elected 
in  1880,  and,  the  party  still  desiring  to  honor 
him,  he  was  elected  county  recorder  in  Xd- 
vember.  1882,  and  completed  six  years  of 
continuous  service  as  a  iniblic  official  in  1884. 

In  his  official  cajjacity  Mr.  Toel  proved 
h.imself  well  adapted  to  all  recpiirements  and 
<'.tmands  and  did  his  duty  promptly  and 
fearlessly,  fulfilling  the  edicts  oi  the  law, 
whether  it   was    in  the  execution  of    con- 


demned criminals,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Tal- 
liott  brothers,  or  in  the  performance  of  the 
more  agreeable  administration  of  the  or- 
dinary affairs  of  the  ofifice.  He  has  not 
been  permitted  to  pass  entirely  out  of  the 
domain  of  politics.  For  three  years  after  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  as  county 
recorder  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade  in  Maryville,  and  for  the  past  ten 
years  he  has  been  doing  a  gradually  increas- 
ing insurance  business  and,  as  opportunity 
offered,  dealing  in  real  estate. 

Henry  Toel  married  Margaret  E.  Egts. 
and  their  children  are:  Sophie,  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Jones,  of  Oklahoma;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Rev.  J.  L.  Jones,  of  Maryville,  Missouri ; 
ilrs.  Elizabeth  Weaver;  Mrs.  John  \\'. 
Heren ;  Henry  Toel,  a  farmer;  J.  W.  Toel, 
a  traveling  salesman;  George  C.  Toel,  of 
the  firm  of  Toel  &  Son,  of  Maryville;  Min- 
nie, the  wife  of  George  Lorance,  of  Mary- 
ville. Missouri. 


DA\TD  AN'OODARD. 

The  versatility  of  Americans  is  pro- 
verbial, and  their  adaptability  to  the  chang- 
ing conditions  of  peace  and  war  is  one  of 
their  most  remarkable  characteristics.  Li 
all  ]3arts  of  our  country  are  men  who,  upon 
the  call  l( )  arms,  dropped  the  hoe  or  left 
their  ])laccs  at  the  desk  or  bench  to  take  up 
the  rifle,  and  who,  when  peace  came  again, 
at  once  ])ut  themselves  in  accord  with  the 
e\en  tenor  of  civil  life.  Many  such  citi- 
zens live  within  the  borders  of  X^odaway 
county,  lilissouri,  and  it  is  oivr  purpose  now 
to  give  .some  account  of  the  life  of  one  of 
these,  David  W'oodard,  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, whose  ijostofiice  address  is  Elmo. 

David  W'oodard  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina Xovember  26,  1832,  a  son  of  Braxton 
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and  Hannah  (Drullinger)  Woodard.  The 
Woodards  are  of  Enghsh  ancestry,  tlie 
DrulUngers  of  German  extraction.  Besides 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Braxton  Woodard  had  six  children :  Mary- 
Ann,  Delpliie,  Angehne  and  another  daugh- 
ter, who  are  dead,  Lavina  and  Rebecca. 
The  father  died  in  Fountain  county,  Indiana, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  tlie  mother  in 
Coffey  county,  Kansas,  at  the  same  age,  both 
honored  and  respected  l)y  all  who  knew 
them.  David  was  reared  on  a  pioneer  farm 
in  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  and  attended 
school  as  opportunity  offered,  in  a  log  school 
house  near  his  father's  home. 

At  nineteen  he  went  to  Coles  county, 
Illinois,  and  soon  afterward  married  Ellen 
Clark,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary 
Clark.  During  the  succeeding  ten  or  eleven 
}-ears  he  lived  the  quiet  but  industrious  life 
of  a  prairie  citizen  of  that  time,  devoting 
Iiiniself  assiduously  to  an  attempt  to  "get 
on  in  the  world."  In  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  James  B.  Hill.  After 
some  preliminary  fighting  in  Kentucky,  he 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Chickamauga, 
Murfreesboro  and  Ringgold,  on  the  march 
to  Atlanta,  and  was  in  the  movement  against 
Hood.  At  all  times  he  proved  himself  a 
brave  and  devoted  soldier,  ecjually  to  be  de- 
pended upon  in  the  field,  on  the  march  or  in 
the  camp.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he 
returned  to  Illinois  and  took  up  the  less  ex- 
citing routine  of  civil  life. 

In  1867  he  emigrated  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  secured  land  and 
began  the  work  of  developing  a  good  farm. 
So  well  did  he  succeed  in  that  undertaking 
that  he  now  has  a  valual)le  homestead  prop- 
erty, including  good  plow  and  pasture  lands, 


with  adequate   buildings   of   all   kinds   and 
all  necessary  to  successful  farming. 

Mr.  W^oodard  is  a  Populist  and  is  not 
without  a  recognized  local  political  in- 
fluence of  his  follow  townsmen,  among 
whom  he  has  li\-ed  on  terms  of  neighborly 
friendship  for  a  third  of  a  century.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woodard  have  seven  children,  who 
will  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their  na- 
tivity :  Miranda,  who  married  J.  H.  Liven- 
good,  an  ex-S!ildier  and  well  known  citizen 
of  Lincoln  township;  .\llison,  of  Elmo,  Xod- 
away  county;  Arison,  of  Clark  county, 
Iowa;  Ira,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Lincoln 
township,  now  holding  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace;  Angeline,  who  married  Aaron 
Faulknor  and  lives  at  Valley,  Nebraska ;  Ro- 
zella,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Rose- 
brough,  of  Lo\'eland,  Colorado;  and  James, 
of  Coles  countv,  Illinois. 


EDWARD  E.  JOHNSTON. 

Edward  E.  Johnston,  a  general  mer- 
chant of  Quitman,  Missouri,  and  one  of  best 
known  and  most  popular  citizens  of  the 
place,  came  to  the  cit\-  in  1890,  to  go  into 
business  with  his  lirother.  Augustus  John- 
ston. This  arrangement  lasted  until  1897, 
when  he  established  himself  in  business  un- 
der his  own  name,  Ed.  E.  Johnston.  He  is 
well  located  in  the  center  of  the  business  por- 
tion of  the  town,  in  a  large,  two-story  l)rick 
building,  24x70  feet,  with  an  addition  in  the 
rear  extending  back  thirty-four  feet,  making 
the  total  length  and  breadth  of  the  building 
104x24  feet,  extending  from  the  main  street 
back  to  an  alley.  He  has  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  an  extensive  business  for  the  time 
he  has  been  engaged,  and  carries  a  large 
stock  of  general  merchandise,  such  as  dry 
goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  staple  and 


380 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


fancy  groceries,  and  in  fact  everytliing  gen- 
erally found  in  a  first-class  general  store, 
lie  has  had  ten  years'  experience  in  business, 
during  which  time  he  has  succeeded  in 
making  himself  esteemed  by  all  classes  of  the 
people,  honesty  and  careful  attention  being 
the  foundation  of  his  success.  "Uncle  Ed," 
as  he  is  generally  called,  from  the  youngster 
five  j^ears  of  age  to  the  gray-haired  grand- 
father, has  always  been  well  known  all  over 
the  county  as  an  upright,  honorable  citizen. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  in  Green  town- 
ship, this  county,  April  21,  1865,  and  comes 
of  a  most  excellent  family,  one  well  known 
throughout  this  country.  He  is  a  son  of 
Ephraim  Johnston,  \vhose  biographical 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  in  this  vol- 
ume. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
youngest  son,  and  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Green  township.  His  youth 
was  passed  at  hard  farm  work,  which  was 
especially  valuable  to  him  in  develoj^i  ng 
those  qualities  for  wdiich  he  has  always  and 
everywhere  been  distinguished — honesty  and 
intebrity  in  all  his  transactions  and  relations. 
His  primary  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  and  afterward  he  attended  the 
college  at  College  Springs,  Iowa.  Having 
finished  his  education  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  for  two  years,  with  unusual  suc- 
cess, and  in  1890,  as  previously  stated,  he 
i^emoved  to  Quitman,  where  he  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  Augustus 
Johnston,  still  later  purchasing  the  business 
and  conducting  it  in  his  own  interest,  with 
most  gratifying  success. 

Air.  Johnston  was  married  Februar}-  19, 
1896,  at  Maitland,  Missouri,  to  2^Iiss  Myrtle 
Boring,  a  lady  of  excellent  family,  highly 
eilucated,  cultured  and  refined.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Cyrus  Boring,  of  Maitland. 
J\lrs.  Johnstrin  received  her  i'ducatii)n  in  the 


public  schools  and  at  Stanberry  in  this 
state,  and  by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Johnston 
is  the  mother  of  one  son,  Cyrus.  Mr.  Johns- 
ton is  in  politics  a  Republican  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
has  always  done  his  share  toward  the  sup- 
port of  religious  and  educational  institu- 
tions, as  well  as  every  other  institution  cal- 
culated to  develop  and  impro\-e  the  material 
and  moral  condition  of  society.  He  is  yet 
ir  the  prime  of  life,  is  of  an  excellent  repu- 
tation, and  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
man  of  good  repute,  tu  be  trusted  and  relied 
on  in  ever}-  wa}',  and  is  one  of  the  genuine 
representati\-e  men  of  yuitman. 

He  is  a  close  student  and  has  devoted 
much  time  to  the  study  of  literature  and  the 
acquirement  of  general  information,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  this  part  of 
Nodaway  county.  Thus  far,  "Uncle  Ed" 
has  made  a  success  of  life. 


CHAS.   HYSLOP. 

A  man  who  has  lived  among  any  people 
for  more  than  a  (juarter  of  a  century,  whose 
life  during  that  long  period  has  been  as  an 
open  book,  and  who  is  not  only  an  honored 
citizen  but  a  trusted  adviser,  jwssesses  not 
alone  the  elements  of  good  fellowship  but 
a'so  the  greater  element  of  benevolence  and 
something  of  leadership.  Such  a  man  is 
Chas.  Hyslop,  of  Maryville,  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  a  pioneer  in  business  enterprise 
which  benefits  the  public,  a  veteran  of  the 
war  tor  the  L'nion  and  an  ex-official  with 
a  record  for  efficiency  and  integrity  of  which 
any  man  might  well  be  proud. 

Chas.  Hyslop  was  born  at  Penn  Yan, 
Yates  county,  New  York,  July  21,  1843, 
the  only  child  of  William  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Adam)   Hyslo[).  who  had  then  but  recently 
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come  (i\-er  from  Dumfriesshire,  Scotlrmil, 
wliere  the}'  were  hnth  linrii,  tlie  latter  at 
Castle  Douglass.  William  Ilyslop  died 
.some  time  in  the  early  '40s,  and  his  widow 
married  James  Baird,  another  Scotchman. 
C^has.  Hyslop  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Carthage.  Illinois,  and  there,  in  1861,  when 
scarcely  eighteen,  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
of  tlie  Blackhawk  Cavalr}-,  which  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Seventli  Regiment,  Mis- 
S(.)uri  \  olunteer  Cavalry,  and  lirigaded  un- 
der General  Curtis  for  frontier  service.  He 
was  in  the  fights  at  Peach  Tree  creek,  Lx^ne 
Jack  and  Prairie  Grove,  and  his  last  active 
service  was  under  General  Banks  in  the 
Red  River  campaign.  He  was  discharged 
from  the  service  l^efore  the  term  of  his  en- 
listment had  expired,  on  accijunt  of  disahil- 
ity,  and  went  back  to  the  farm  which  he 
had  left  in  response  to  the  president's  call 
lor  troops.  He  continued  his  farming  op- 
erations with  \-arying  success  until  1874. 
when,  being  urged  by  a  brother-in-law  to 
do  so,  he  removed  to  Xodaway  county, 
Ivlissouri.  He  had  a  little  capital,  and  this 
lie  invested  in  a  stock  of  boots  and  shoes 
in  Alary ville,  Missouri.  He  later  turned  his 
attention  to  an  e.xclusi\-e  real-estate  and  loan 
business.  This  he  has  continued  and  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years  lias  enjoyed  pros- 
perity. For  some  years  he  was  associated 
with  the  late  Henry  Graves  in  the  abstract 
business,  but  this  feature  was  lately  dis- 
posed of,  and  real  estate,  together  with  af- 
fairs of  public  concern  to  Maryville  and 
Xodaway  county  are  the  larger  matters 
claiming  his  time  and  attention. 

Mr.  Hyslop  has  been  for  many  _\-ears 
identified  prominently  with  the  political 
history  of  Xodaway  county.  His  l\ei)ubli- 
can  proclivities  are  well  known  and  he  has 


often  been  hom.ired  by  his  ]3arty  associates 
with  election  to  pul.ilic  ofiice.  His  first 
election  was  to  the  ofiice  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  his  second  to  that  of  public  ad- 
ministrator of  the  county,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  a  term  of  four  years,  and  in  188S 
was  elected  for  a  second  term  of  four  years, 
being  the  only  candidate  elected  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  that  year.  He  has  attended 
Missouri  state  con\entions  on  two  different 
occasions  and  was  commissioned  bv  Gov- 
ernor Crittenden  a  captain  in  the  Missouri 
X^ational  Guards. 

Mr.  Hyslop  owns  a  general  store  at 
Elmo,  Nodaway  county,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  stockholders  of  the  Hanamo  Tele- 
phone Company  and  is  its  president.  This 
company  was  organized  in  1897  and  took 
its  name  from  the  initials  of  the  counties  ot" 
Holt,  Andrew,  Xodaway  and  Atchison, 
concluding  with  the  abbreviation  "mo,"  for 
Missouri,  making  the  word  "H-a-n-a-mo." 
This  is  an  ingenious  invention  in  the  way 
of  a  name,  and  will  always  enable  any  one 
knowing  its  import  to  locate  the  territory 
in  which  the  line  is  operated. 

Mr.  Hyslop  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of 
lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  a  Knight  of 
P.vthias  and  a  comrade  in  the  Grand  Arm\- 
of  the  Republic.  He  married,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Hancock  county.  Illinois,  Delia  M. 
Mann,  a  daughter  of  Miles  B.  Mann,  who 
was  a  second  cousin  to  Horace  Mann,  the 
great  educator.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyslop  are 
Baptists. 


\\.\LTER  S.  \\(_)OD,  M.  D. 

1  he  family  physician  occupies  a  position 
il"  peculiar  coulidence  in  every  community'. 
Ic  comes  closely  into  touch  with  the  family 
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histories,  having  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  private  lite  of  the  individual  than 
any  other  one  person.  If  he  be  a  man  of 
line  honor — as  he  usually  is — he  occupies  a 
high  place  in  the  esteem  of  a  large  class  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  If.  like  Dr.  Wood,  he 
has  indescribable  personal  force  which  at- 
tracts friendship,  combined  with  a  love  of 
scientific  research  and  broad  humanitarian 
principles,  his  career  is  certain  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful, one,  profitalile  nut  only  to  himself 
but  also  to  the  people  among  whom  he  lives 
and  practices  his  profession  as  a  means  of 
prolonging  life  and  restoring  health. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Alaryville.  Xod- 
awav  county,  April  7,  1871,  a  son  of  John 
S.  \\'ood  and  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Joel  M. 
\\'o.)d.  He  is  descended  from  a  family  long 
prominent  in  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  The 
original  American  ancestor  came  from  Eng- 
land and  located  in  Virginia  before  the  Rev- 
olution. He  served  the  cause  of  freedom  by 
fighting  in  the  colonial  army  for  American 
independence.  E\-ery  generation  of  the  fam- 
ilv  since  that  time  has  been  represented  in 
the  learned  professions,  among  its  members 
being  numliered  several  eminent  ])hysicians, 
jawvers  and  clergymen.  They  ha\-e  been 
men  of  strong  mentalit}',  of  well  de\el(iped 
hitellectual  forces  and  nf  sterling  worth,  and 
they  manifested  their  patrioti.sm  as  cmispic- 
uously  as  any  of  the  old  families  of  \'irginia 
and  Kentucky.  Rev.  JmcI  'SI.  Wond.  the 
Doctor's  grandfather,  was  a  noted  minister 
of  the  pioneer  days,  a  devout  and  earnest 
nian  wlm  strove  against  the  obstacles  of  the 
time  fcir  the  salvation  of  his  fellow  men; 
ar.il,  as  the  establishment  and  growth  of  the 
churches  prove,  he  was  successful  in  his 
labors. 

His  son,  John  S.  Wiuui,  the  father  of 
the  Doctor,  is  a  prominent  resitlent  oi  Elmo. 


well  known  throughout  Nodaway  county  in 
connection  with  journalistic  interests.  He 
w  as  born  in  Pulaski  county,  Kentucky.  June 
8,  1845.  and  in  in  1850  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Missouri,  the 
family  locating  on  the  part  of  the  Platte 
purchase  in  what  is  now  Andrew  county.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  different  parts 
of  northwestern  Missouri,  and  in  1864  came 
to  Xodaway  county,  taking  up  his  aboile  in 
Maryville  in  1865.  Here  he  followed  va- 
rious pursuits,  including  clerking  and  book- 
keeping, and  in  the  fall  of  1869  was  made 
deputy  assessor.  The  following  year  he  was 
appointed  county  assessor,  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  death  of  Spencer  Stark, 
and  in  that  position  he  served  until  the  office 
was  abolished  in  1871.  In  1872  he  was 
elected  the  administrator  of  the  county  and 
serxed  in  that  capacity  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner  for  nearly  four  years. 
In  1880  he  went  to  Dawson  and  began  buy-' 
ing  grain  with  William  B.  Dougherty.  He 
was  married  November  8,  1868,  to  Miss  Cas- 
sie  Clelland,  who  was  born  in  Xoclauay 
county,  in  1848.  and  dietl  July  16,  1875.  at 
the  early  age  of  t\\ent_\'-se\en  }'ears.  Thev 
had  two  children, — Albert  ]M.  and  Wal- 
ter S. 

Dr.  Wood  was  educated  in  the  ]>ul)lic 
schools  of  Nodaway  county,  and  in  the 
^[ar}-\-ille  high  school,  and  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine  in  1892,  under  the  pie- 
ceptorshij)  of  Dr.  S.  W.  Aiken,  of  Oregon. 
Missouri,  and  was  graduated  at  Marion  Sims 
Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  ^Missouri,  in 
1896,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
standing  third  in  line  of  honors  in  a  class 
of  sevent} -six.  He  at  once  entered  upon 
what  soon  de\e]o])ed  into  a  large  and  suc- 
cessful practice,  including  a  fine  patronage 
at  Elmo  and  the  sin-rounding  coiuitry.    He  is 
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a  diligent  student  and  an  enthusiastic  med- 
ical scholar,  and  hy  constant  study  and  read- 
ing keeps  abreast  of  the  continuous  advance 
in  iMxitessional  knowledge.  He  is  a  Mason, 
being  a  member  of  Kennedy  Lodge,  Xo.  329, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  a  member  of  Elmo  Lodge, 
A'o.  6,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  is  a  past  grand  of  his  lodge  of  the 
order  last  mentioned.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
personal  appearance,  six  feet  and  four  inches 
in  height,  well  proportioned,  of  dignified 
bearing,  and  yet  genial  and  friendly.  He  is 
widely  recognized  as  a  leading  citizen  whose 
public  spirit  has  prompted  him  to  co-operate 
in  many  movements  for  the  good  of  the 
.conimunitw 


HEXRY  BULLERDIEK. 

A  prominent  ( ierman-American  citizen 
and  public  official  of  \\'estboro,  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  is  Henr}-  Bullerdiek.  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  the  pop- 
ular and  efficient  postmaster  of  the  town 
since  1897.  He  was  l)orn  in  Hanoxcr,  CJer- 
man}-.  I'ebruary  2/.  i8^)r.  a  s<jn  of  Fredrick 
and  Anna  (  W'einbrdcr)  Llullerdiek.  both  na- 
ti\'es  of  Han<i\'er,  where  the  latter  died  and 
the  former  still  lives  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. The  parents  of  our  subject  reared 
these  children:  Henry,  who  is  our  sul:>ject; 
Gerry,  who  lives  at  Rockport,  this  county, 
and  Engel  Elisa  and  Adam,  who  remain  in 
Germany. 

Oursubject  was  reared  on  the  farm  where 
he  was  taught  that  honest  work  brings  its 
own  reward.  He  received  a  \ery  gciod  edu- 
catidii  in  the  German  language,  remaining 
in  school  until  he  was  fourteen,  foljowini^ 
this  by  four  years  of  work  as  a  shoemaker. 
In  1883  Mr.  Bullerdiek  came  to  .\nierica. 
landing  at  Xew  York,  later  going  to  Wash- 


ington county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  at  Kewaskum,  and  spent  six 
months  in  Milwaukee  working  at  his  trade, 
then  coming  to  Atchison  county,  in  1885. 

Since  coming  to  this  county  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  farm  implement  business, 
and  bv  honest  dealing  has  built  up  a  fine 
trade,  and  is  well  worth}-  of  it.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  acti\e  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party  and  his  apptjintment  was 
but  a  just  reward  for  his  untiring  services. 

Our  subject  has  filled  many  of  the  local 
offices  very  efficiently  and  for  some  time  was 
a  justice  of  the  ])eace.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  262.  and 
Wootlmen  of  the  WUrld.  and  his  religions 
connection  is  with  the  Lutheran  churcli,  in 
which  he  was  reared.  Mr.  Bullertliek  is  one 
of  the  most  ])opular  citizens  of  that  town- 
ship where  he  is  well-knijwn  and  highly  es- 
teemed not  onh'  in  his  business  lint  as  a 
public  cjfficial. 

Mr.  Bullerdiek  was  married  at  Rockport, 
Missouri,  to  Miss  Louisa  \'ohl,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Ciodfre_\'  \'ohl.  a  farmer  of  Clay 
township.  Three  children  hax'e  been  born  of 
this  miion  :  Lulu  T..  who  was  born  March 
7,   1889:  llarr\-  \\  .   1'"..  who  was  born  ^^lay 

17,  1891:  and   lula  M.,  who  was  born  July 

18,  i8(>3.  (.)ne  thuighter.  Myrtle,  was  born 
Jannar}-  4,  1893.  but  died  March  31,  of  the 
same  vear. 


W'll.l.lA.M  11.  IIL'DSOX. 

Some  (lav  <ine  of  the  ])ionccrs  at  Mary- 
ville  may  take  it  upon  liini>clf  to  write  a 
more  complete  bislor\'  of  tlic  public  "siinare" 
of  that  enterprising  city  than  is  likely  e\er  to 
be  written  bv  an\-  one  who  was  not  there 
at  the  beginning  and  has  not  been  in  a  ])osi- 
lion  to  chronicle  changes  and  events  since. 
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If  sucli  a  liistorv  is  ever  written  it  will  m  a 
measure  be  a  history  nf  the  town  and  of  the 
county,  reacliin,^-  out  ami  enihracniL^-  many 
events  far  beyond  the  "siiuare."  eitiier  in  in- 
ception or  climax,  InU  with  wliieh  the 
"s(|uare"'  has  been  in  some  wa}-  identified. 
Il  has  been  suggested  that  the  subject  of  this 
n(itice  could  write  such  a  history,  but  possibly 
he  would  consider  such  work  out  of  his  line. 

WilHam  Henry  Hudson,  of  the  firm  of 
J.  E.  and  W.  H.  Hudson,  leading  hardware 
merchants  of  Maryville,  was  a  pioneer, 
whose  business  career  in  that  city  has  extend- 
ed over  a  jjeriod  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  trio  of  men  well  known 
to  the  citizenship  of  Xodaway  county  and 
prominent  each  in  his  line:  Hudson,  the 
hardware  man;  Sisson.  the  abstracter;  and 
Jackson,  the  banker. 

Air.  Hudson  was  born  in  Cleveland. 
Ohio.  January  17,  184-'.  His  father,  the 
late  (ieorge  Hudson,  of  that  city,  was  one 
of  its  pioneer  business,  men.  luuing  settled 
tliere  about  1837,  and  became  well  known  in 
the  bakery,  grocer)-  and  ])ro\ision  trade.  He 
was  born  in  England,  and  there  married  Lyd- 
ia  Eliaway.  He  was  a  s<in  of  George  Hud- 
son, who  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  and  passed  his  life  near  Elyria.  Ohio, 
where  he  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  and 
whose  posterity  have  been  chiefly  farmers. 

George  Hudson  died  in  Clexeland  in 
1868.  at  the  age  of  fift_\'-seven.  InU  his  widow, 
who  was  born  in  1810.  still  siu-vi\-es.  Their 
family  consisted  of  the  following:  John  I-".. 
Hudson;  Airs.  II.  .\.  'I'urrifl',  of  Cleveland: 
William  Henry  Hudson:  and  lulward  Hud- 
.son,  the  master  nieclianic  for  the  ""i'lig  I'our" 
railway  line  at  Cleveland.  Henry  Hudson 
left  Cleveland.  Ohio,  at  the  youthful  age  of 
fifteen  and  located  in  .Macomb.  Illinois, 
where  he  learned  the  tinner's  trade  and  was 


working  at  it  when  the  Civil  war  began.  He 
enlisted  in  1861,  in  Company  H.  Second 
Regiment  of  Illinois  \'olimteer  Cavalry,  and 
his  regiment  was  assigned  to  Grant's  army 
and  remained  a  I'art  of  it  until  after  the  sur- 
render of  \'icksburg. 

Mr.  Huclson  ex];erienced  all  the  service 
incident  to  the  camjiaign  which  had  for  its 
object  the  reduction  of  \'icksburg.  The  Sec- 
ond Illinois  Cavalry  was  transferred  to  Gen- 
eral Banks'  army  for  the  Red  River  expedi- 
tion and  ])articii)ated  in  the  battles  of  Alex- 
andria. Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Yellow  Bayou 
and  the  other  fighting  that  occurred  along  the 
Atchafala}-a  and  Red  rivers.  Air.  Hudson 
had  Ijeen  for  some  time  bugler  and  clerk  of 
his  com])any  when  it  was  mustered  out  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  in  i8'i4. 

Upon  his  return  home.  Air.  Hudson  took 
up  his  old  work:  but  the  next  year  decided 
to  go  west  and  accordingly  emigrated  to 
Alissouri  and  located  in  Savannah.  At  that 
point  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  three  years 
and  in  18OS  he  first  settled  in  Alaryxille.  He 
d.ecided  to  embark  in  business  here  with 
(jthers,  i)urchased  a  small  stock  and  opened 
a  store  at  115  the  square.  That  was  the 
second  store  of  that  character  established  in 
the  town,  the  first  one  having  been  owned 
Ijy  Garrett  &  Robinson.  Air.  Hudson's  lirm 
was  known  under  the  name  of  BeartI,  Hud- 
son &  L'omi)any,  and  its  original  inx'estment 
was  abont  one-third  of  what  the  present  firni 
carries  in  stock.  Hudson  ISrothers,  as  the 
tirm  is  now  known,  succeeded  the  old  firm 
and  the  Messrs.  Hudson  ha\-e  done  business 
under  that  name  for  fifteen  years. 

The  development  of  a  large  business  in 
the  hardware  line  has  claimed  Mr.  Hudson's 
constant  and  undivided  attention.  The 
growth. of  his  enterprise  has  been  steady  and 
constant  ;uid  the  rei)utation  of  his  house  ex- 
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tends  beyond  the  limits  of  the  cminty.  He 
lias  permitted  politics  to  absorb  but  little  of 
his  attention,  but  has  filled  the  offices  of  city 
councilman  and  nieml)er  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. In  the  latter  capacity  be  is  now  serv- 
ing- in  his  seventh  year.  He  is  a  Republican, 
a  member  nf  the  Masonic  liulge.  chapter  and 
commander}-,  an  Odd  Fellou-  and  a  nien-iber 
of  the  Grand  .\rniy  of  the  Republic  and  nf 
the  Union  \"eteran  Legion.  In  1S70  be  mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  E.  Wood.  Their  children 
are  Charles  E.,  Harry  and  Xellie.  The  sons 
are  prominent  young  business  men. 


W.  H.  L.\RUE. 


A  pniminent  citizen  and  \-eteran  of  the 
Cixil  war.  who  makes  his  home  in  Dotham, 
Atchison  county.  Missouri,  is  \V.  H.  La 
Rue,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Morrow  county,  Ohio.  December  2~, 
1837,  and  was  a  son  of  .\aron  and  Asenath 
(Harris)  La  Rue,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  son  of  Isaac  La  Rue,  who  came  of  Revolu- 
tionary ancestors  residing  in  \'irginia,  one  ot 
-whom,  John  La  Rue,  had  the  honor  rif  hav- 
ing La  Rue  county,  Kentucky,  named  for 
Inn-i.  Aanju  La  Rue  grew  up  in  \'irginia 
on  a  farm  and  there  marrietl  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Harris,  and  there 
became  the  father  of  ten  children,  the  sur- 
vivors being  Mrs.  Sarag  Beatty,  of  Blair.s- 
town,  Iowa ;  ;\Irs.  Harriet  McCluer.  of  Mor- 
rison, Illinois:  Rev.  C.  C,  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  Benton  county.  Iowa:  William 
H.,  our  suljject:  Isaac,  a  well-knnwn  blind 
teacher,  of  Blairstown.  Iowa:  Thomas  V.. 
the  president  of  the  Cherokee  Countv  Bank, 
at  Columbus.  Kansas:  Dr.  L.  B..  of  Arkan- 
-sas:  Lewis,  an  extensive  stock  owner  oi 
Iowa,  and  mayor  of  bis  town:  and  Edward, 
A\ho  lives  in  Benton  county,   Iowa. 


]\Ir.  La  Rue  located  in  ]\Iorrow  county, 
Ohio,  and  later  went  to  Benton,  Iowa,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  \'inton.  This  was 
before  any  railroads  were  built  in  this  local- 
ity, where  he  impro\-ed  land.  an<!  died  at 
the  age  of  eigbt_\'-six.  He  had  l)een  a  stanch 
Republican  and  both  he  and  wife  had  been 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  this 
belief  being  inherited  from  the  old  church 
in  Scotland.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  and  she  was  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  wIkj  knew  her. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Ohio,  where  he  li\ed  until  be  was  sixteen, 
when  he  accompanied  the  family  to  Iowa. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  for  several  succeeding"  years  was 
engaged  in  driving"  stock,  going  from  Ben- 
ton, Iowa,  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  In 
1S61  he  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, for  three  months,  later  re-enlisting  in 
Company  G,  in  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infan- 
tiv,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Vicksburg,  and  other  engagements, 
being  discharged  at  Chattanooga,  Tennes- 
see, when  he  returned  home  to  Iowa  and  for 
three  succeeding  years  was  employed  in  the 
railroad  shops. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Lo- 
venia  Hollander,  a  native  of  Lynn  county, 
Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Pris- 
cilla  (Cox)  Hollander,  formerly  of  Tennes- 
see. Of  the  children  of  this  union,  Willie  J. 
Sunnery,  born  in  Gentry  county,  married 
Jessie  Friend,  and  they  Ine  in  Perr_\-,  Okla- 
homa: C.  C.  li\es  in  Stuart.  California;  Bert 
li\es  in  British  Cohnnbia.  where  he  is  em- 
ploNed  on  a  large  r;iucli :  and  se\cral  children 
have  died,  two  boys  in  childhond.  (iertrude 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  an  infant  who 
was  a  twin  sister  of  Bert.  The  devoted 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1887,  hav- 
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ing^  been  a  good  and  wortliy  woman.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  his  present  wife 
having  been  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Davis,  tlie 
widow  of  Andrew  Davis,  a  daugliter  of  John 
and  MeHssa  (0\erti)n)  Myers.  By  her  first 
husband  Mrs.  La  Rue  was  the  mother  of 
several  children.  By  his  second  marriage 
our  subject  has  two  children, — \\'illiam  H. 
and  Paul  Aaron, —  both  bright,  intelligent 
children. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  La  Rue  is  a  Populist  and 
one  of  the  best  informed  men  of  his  party  in 
the  county,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  do 
much  political  work,  his  judgment  being 
iiighly  esteemed.  He  has  long  been  connect- 
ed with  the  Masonic  nrder  and  is  a  tirm  be- 
hever  in  religious  teaching.  He  is  also  a 
geologist,  owning  one  of  the  finest  private 
collections  in  the  state.  He  understands  the 
subject  and  is  an  interesting  entertainer  upon 
scientific  subjects.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  advocate  of  everything  looking  to 
the  development  of  his  section,  and  is  con- 
sidered a  representative  citizen  of  Dale 
township. 


RE\'.  FATHER  HEXRY  I-.  XII-LALVXX. 

If  unselfisli  <le\otinn  to  a  single  object 
will  bring  success,  that  is  the  secret  of  the 
success  that  has  been  w<in  at  Maryville,  Xod- 
awa\-  county,  Missouri,  by  Rev.  bather  Hen- 
ry E.  Xiemann,  who  brought  to  the  task 
accepted  Ijy  him  am])le  scholastic  ])reparation 
and  a  capacity  for  affairs  that  would  have 
n\ade  him  a  leader  in  an\'  large  enterprise 
with  which,  under  different  conditions,  he 
might  have  been  identified. 

Rev.  Father  Hem-y  I'.  Xiemann,  the  rec- 
tor of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church,  Mary- 
ville. was  l)orn  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  June 
1 1,  1867.     He  is  a  son  of  Clement  Xiemann, 


who  located  in  St.  Joseph  in  1866  and  was 
for  years  superintendent  of  the  Hax  Furni- 
ture Manufacturing  Company  of  tiiat  city. 
hormerly  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a  furni- 
ture factory  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  He  was  born 
at  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1827,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1847.  He  first  lived  in 
Ohio  and  then  removed  to  Quincy,  Illinois, 
where  he  married  Bernadina  Onling.  Mrs. 
Xiemann  died  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  July 
16,  1880.  Rev.  Henry  F.  Xiemann  is  theii* 
sole  surviving  child  and  heir. 

Father  Xiemann  received  his  early  train- 
ing in  the  Christian  Brothers'  College,  St. 
Jose])h,  and  in;  J 880  entered  St.  Benedict's 
College,  Atchison,  Kansas,  antl  remained 
four  3'ears.  He  com^jleted  the  classical 
cour.se  in  St.  Francis'  Seminary,  Milwaukee, 
in  1885,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  en- 
tered the  Royal  Imperial  University  at  Inns- 
bruck, in  the  Tyrol,  Austria.  He  studied 
there  four  years  and  then  went  to  Rome, 
where  he  studied  ecclesiastical  law  in  the 
Apolinaire  one  year.  He  met  many  of  the 
high  fiuictitjuaries  of  the  clnu'ch  while  there, 
and  had  a  private  audience  w  ith  his  Holiness, 
I'opc  Leo  XIH.  Aside  from  the  years  of 
assiduous  study  of  the  languages,  the 
sciences  and  biblical  historx-,  blather  Xie- 
mann spent  his  vacations  in  travel,  visiting 
all  the  cities  of  chief  interest  in  Europe,  in- 
cluding the  l)irlh])lace  of  his  ancestors  and 
making  himself  as  familiar  with  the  civili- 
zation of  the  I 'Id  world  as  he  is  with  that 
of  the  new.  He  returned  to  the  I'nited  States 
in  i8i;o  and  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood March  16,  tliat  year,  by  Bishop  Hogan, 
of  Kansas  City.  He  was  assigned  first  as 
assistant  at  Sts.  Peter's  and  Paul's  cluvrch 
in  that  city.  .\t  the  expiration  of  a  year  iie 
went,  as  chaplain,  to  St.  Mary's  orphanage, 
near  St.  Joseph.     Two  years  later  he  was 
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transferred  to  Stanbury,  Alissoviri,  liaving 
charge  ut  church  work  at  Evona,  Alliany, 
Bethany,  St.  Mary's  and  Darhngton.  From 
that  charge  he  was  assigned  to  the  American 
speaking  charge  at  Maryville  and  came  here 
in  1896.  He  found  his  congregation  without 
a  suitable  place  of  worship  and  he  set  about 
a  movement  that  resulted  in  the  erection  of 
St.  Patrick's  church,  which  cost  about  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars.  It  was  begun  in  Oc- 
tober, 1898,  and  was  dedicated  November 
30,  1899,  and  is  one  i.if  the  finest  structures 
in  the  citv. 


T.  T.  WILSON. 

A  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
Tarkio.  Atchisdn  Cdunty,  Missouri,  who  is 
the  postmaster  of  the  place  and  is  also  the 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  leading  Repub- 
lican paper  of  the  county,  is  T.  T.  \\'ilson, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Washington  cnunty,  Inwa,  January  26, 
1861,  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Margaret 
(Auld)  Wilson,  the  former  of  whom  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  born  in  Belmont 
count}',  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
1857  in  Washington  county,  Iowa.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  also  came  from  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestors  and  was  born  in  Ohio.  His 
death  occurred  in  Washington  county,  in 
his  sixty-second  year.  The  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject  are  S.  W.  Wilson,  who 
is  the  manager  oi  a  printing  and  book-liind- 
ing  cnmi)any  at  Oskalnosa,  Iowa;  Jennie, 
wh(j  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  F.  (Iraham,  a 
jjrominenit  physician^of  Atlantic,  Iowa;  Mrs. 
W.  (_i.  Nicholson,  who  lives  in  Denver,  Colo- 
rado; and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Wilkin,  who  lives  in 
Washington  county,  Iowa. 

Our  suljject  was  reared  in  that  county, 
where   he   received   a   good   education,   and 


engaged  in  teaching  very  successfully  for 
some  time.  Leaving  this  profession  he  en- 
tered newspaper  work  in  1883,  at  Lincoln, 
Kansas,  some  time  later  removing  to  Gree- 
ley, Colorado,  where  for  four  years  he  pub- 
lished the  (ireeley  Sun.  In  1889  Mr.  Wilson 
sold  his  newspaper  and  located  in  Omaha, 
where  he  acceptably  filled  the  position  of 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Omaha  Art 
Stained  Gla.ss  Company,  remaining  with  this 
organization  until  1893,  when  he  came  to 
Tarkio,  Alissouri.  Assuming  control  of  the 
Avalanche,  ;\Ir.  \\'ilson  has  made  it  the 
leading  Republican  paper  of  the  county, 
comparing  favorably  with  the  best  in  the 
state.  It  has  been  the  ambition  <jf  Mr.  Wil- 
son to  make  his  newspaper  a  clean,  newsy 
sheet,  that  always  advocates  murality,  tem- 
perance, religion  and  education,  thus  caus- 
ing it  to  be  regarded  an  idea?  family  visitor. 
yir.  Wilson  was  married  at  Morning 
Sun,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Ella  Graham,  a  daugh- 
ter of  J.  H.  Graham,  a  prominent  physician 
of  southeast  Iowa.  Mrs.  Wils'ju  was  edu- 
cated at  ]Monm(.)Uth  College  in  Illinois  and  is 
a  cultured  and  refined  woman.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  union, — Mabel 
Elizabeth  and  Harvey  Alexander.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A\'ilson  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  church, 
where  they  are  highly  esteemed.  Mr.  Wil- 
son has  Ijeen  the  postmaster  of  Tarkio  since 
:\larcii.  189S.  tlii.s  being  but  a  just  reward 
for  his  zealous  and  active  interest  in  e\ery- 
thing  pertaining  to  the  Republican  party. 


II.  H.  T.\NSlX(i. 

A  fact  (if  which  due  recognition  is  not 
usnallv  accorded  in  connection  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  west  is  that  to  no  foreign 
element  in  so  large  a  measure  is  due  the  pro- 
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gress  of  this  i^urtion  oi  the  country  as  to 
tliose  who  lia\e  liad  their  nativity  or  trace 
their  lineage  to  the  great  empire  of  Ger- 
many. Among  those  who  left  the  fatherland 
to  identify  tiiemselves  witli  American  life 
and  institutions,  who  have  pushed  their  way 
to  the  front  and  are  a  credit  alike  to  the  land 
of  their  birth  and  that  of  their  adoption,  is 
H.  H.  Tansing.  one  of  the -young  and  enter- 
jirising  Inisiness  men  of  Westlxiro,  Mis- 
smui,  where  he  is  engaged  in  dealing  in 
general  merchandise. 

Air.  Tansing  was  burn  in  the  province  of 
Hanover.  Germany.  November  i ;.  1S71. 
and  comes  of  a  family  noted  for  industry 
and  integrit}-.  His  father  was  the  superin- 
tendent of  a  large  manufacturing  establish- 
ment in  that  country  and  was  a  man  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  Iiore  the  maiden  name 
of  Dorothea  Maschmann  and  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  the  ])ro\ince  of  Han- 
<'ver.  .\t  the  father's  <leath  he  left  three  chil- 
ilren  :  Herman,  of  this  review:  E.  E..  who  is 
now  engaged  in  the  meat  market  business  in 
Westboro;  and  Clara,  at  home. 

Mr.  Tansing  of  this  review  spent  the 
iirst  thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  the  land  of 
his  birth  and  acquired  a  fair  education  in 
(jerman.  In  1884  the  family  came  to  the 
I'nited  States  and  became  residenits  of  Atchi- 
si.m  county.  Missouri,  wiiere  our  subject 
continued  his  education,  and  thus  became 
familiar  with  the  language  of  his  adopted 
country.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  prin- 
ter's trade  at  Rock]>ort,  Missouri,  and  fol- 
]<jwed  that  pursuit  for  a  ninnl)er  of  years. 
He  also  was  engaged  in  the  printer's  trade 
in  Helena,  Montana,  and  in  the  spring  o.f 
i(;oo  he  came  to  Westboro.  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business.  .\Ithongb 
bis  residence  here  co\ers  but  a  brief  period 


he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  popular  business 
men  of  the  town,  for  he  carries  a  well  select- 
ed stock,  is  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and 
obliging  to  his  patrons. 

Air.  Tansing  was  married  in  .\tchison 
county,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1900,  to  Mrs. 
Lulu  Thompson.  Mrs.  Tansing  is  a  ilaugh- 
ter  of  M.  L.  Lee,  a  prominent  and  well 
known  business  man  of  Rockport,  Missouri. 
Airs.  Tansing  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
culture.  Air.  Tansing  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  at  Rockport. 
He  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  his 
parents  having  been  members  of  that  church, 
and  in  his  political  affiliations  lie  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  is  public-spirited  in  an  eminent  tle- 
gree.  National  progress  and  local  advance- 
ment are  causes  both  dear  to  the  heart  of 
this  adopted  and  thoroughly  loyal  son  of  the 
Republic.  His  de\'otion  to  the  country  is 
above  question,  and  no  native  son  of  America 
is  more  true  to  her  institutions  t)r  more 
faithful  to  his  duties  of  citizenship. 


WILLI. \AI  E.  SMITH. 

The  \aried  business  training  a  yoimg 
man  receives  in  a  country  store  and  in  gen- 
eral business  in  a  country  town  is  usually 
thorough  and  comi)rehensive  enough  to  be 
of  more  real  \alue  to  him  than  would  be 
the  special  training,  all  along  one  line,  that 
he  woukl  recei\e  in  a  business  house  in  a 
large  city.  He  is  brought  in  contact  with 
all  kinds  of  customers  and  is  familiarized 
with  the  details  of  all  kinds  of  deals  and 
learns  \alues  and  Innnan  nature,  and  gets 
always  interesting,  sometimes  expensive, 
e.\])erimental  instruction  in  the  ancient, 
lionoralile  and  essential  art  of  driving  a 
bargain:  and  the  country  store  has  been  a 
good  point  of  \antage   from   which  bright 
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men  like  the  one  named  alam-c  lia\-e  made 
successful  starts  in  lite. 

William  F.  Smith,  ex-circuit  clerk  nf 
Xiulaway  county,  Missouri,  and  a  promi- 
nent real-estate  ruid  insurance  agent  of 
]\larv\ille.  was  liorn  in  Xoilawav  crmnty, 
-\Iay  22.  1S58,  a  son  of  that  wnrthy  and 
venerable  frontiersman.  Jeremiah  C.  Smith, 
■\\-ho  settled  in  Boone  county,  Missouri,  in 
1839.  and  in  1856  located  near  Clearmont. 
in  Atchison  township,  Xoclaway  county. 
This  ])ioneer  was  born  in  Richnmnd,  Ken- 
tucky, March  2^.  1814.  His  father,  who 
^\■as  the  grandfather  of  \\'illiam  F.  Smith, 
was  a  \'irginian  and  a  farmer,  and  went  into 
Kentuck}-  in  the  da}-s  of  Daniel  Bnone.  I  lis 
son,  Jeremiah  C,  passed  through  many  and 
diversified  experiences  before  he  reaciied 
Nodaway  count}'.  He  was  steaniboating  for 
a  time  on  the  Missouri  and  -Mississippi 
ri\'ers  lietween  St.  Joseph  and  Xew  Orleans; 
was  an  early  merchant  at  Xash\-ille,  [Mis- 
souri, where  he  lost  his  stock  by  a  Hood  in 
1844,  and  later  he  had  a  store  at  Claysville, 
Boone  count)'.  He  niarried  Xanc\'  S.  Jones, 
in  Jannar}',  1850,  and  mo\"ed  to  Xodaway 
count\'.  where  his  wife  died,  March  23, 
1880.  Their  children  are:  Jeremiah  ]M., 
^\'illiam  F.  and  Jerome  T.  Smith,  all  of 
\\hom  are  citizens  of  their   native  count\'. 

Jeremiah  C.  Smith  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  well-known  characters  of  Xoda- 
way county.  He  has  taken  an  acti\'e 
interest  in  local  politics  as  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat and  has  ser\'ed  as  collector  for 
Atchison  township.  He  has  made  a  success 
of  life,  and  owns  farni  land  to  tiie  amount  of 
eleven  hundred  acres,  as  a  result  of  his  ca- 
reer as  a  Clearmont  merchant  and  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  dealer  and  trader,  and 
though  ])ast  eighty-si-x  years  (ild  he  is  xei 
ready  for  a  trade  on  the  spur  of  the  niomein. 


He  has  mo\'ed  luit  once  since  his  advent  in 
the  county  and  then  only  to  an  adjoining 
farm.  He  has  lieen  a  Mason  for  thirty- 
h\'e  years  and  has  been  prominent  in  his 
lodge. 

W'illiani  F.  Smith,  the  imiucdiate  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  s])ent  his  \'onth  in  his 
father's  store  and  on  the  horiie  farm.  He 
ac(|uired  a  fair  knowledge  of  English,  and 
at  fourteen  began  life  as  a  full-fledged  clerk 
at  Clearmont.  He  was  in  mercantile  trade, 
as  clerk  and  ])roprietor,  for  fourteen  years. 
and  at  times  tluring  that  i)eriod  combined 
Inmlier  and  hardware  trade  with  general 
merchandising  He  was  inclined  toward 
politics  from  earh'  manhood  and  attended 
ccin\'ent  inis  and  electioneered  for  his  favor- 
ite candidates,  thus  gaining  an  influence 
which  was  valuable  to  him  when  personal 
favors  were  desirable.  He  was  elected  cir- 
cuit clerk  of  the  county  in  1886,  having  se- 
cured the  nomination  over  the  then  incum- 
bent of  the  othce,  and  was  re-elected  in 
J  890.  .\fter  eight  years"  etficient  and  hon- 
orable ser\ice,  he  retired  from  tlie  office 
and  engaged  in  his  present  Inisiness ;  but  he 
has  kept  active  his  interest  in  politics  antl 
1/as  twice  been  the  chairman  of  the  XT'da- 
way  county  Democratic  central  committee. 
In  1896  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
Convention  at  Indianapolis  of  the  "gold" 
Democratic  party  and  that  year  took  an  ac- 
ti\e  part  in  politics. 

March  14.  i88j,  Mr.  Smith  married 
^lary  E.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Martin 
Lewis,  of  Clay  City,  Illinois.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Fred  L..  \\'illiani  \\'.  and  Xannie 
F.  Many  of  the  fraternal  orders  of  Mary- 
\'ille  claim  Mr.  .Smith  as  a  member,  among 
them  the  Masonic  order,  with  the  "blue" 
lodge,  chapter,  commandery  and  shrine 
of   which   he   is   identified,   the    Knights    of 
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Pythias,  subordinate  and  uniformed  ranks, 
the  Kniglits  of  the  Maccabees,  tlie  Frater- 
nal Aid  Assdciation  and  Odd  Fellows,  sub- 
ordinate  and   encampment. 


THO.MAS  WARD. 

Thomas  Ward,  whose  identification  with 
the  farming  interests  of  Lincoln  township 
co\-ers  a  period  of  twenty-four  years,  and 
who  is  well  known  among  the  enterprising- 
farmers  of  Atchison  cnunty,  was  Ixirn  in 
Lincolnshire,  England.  January  (\  1S47.  anil 
was  a  memlier  of  a  good  family  of  that  coun- 
ty. His  father,  Charles  Ward,  was  a  farm- 
er by  iiccui)ati(in,  and  was  alsn  a  native  of 
Lincolnshire.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Thomas  and  Caroline 
Ward,  both  of  whom  died  in  Jingland. 
Charles  Ward  was  reared  tn  manhood  in  the 
count}'  of  his  nati\-ity  and  was  there  united 
in  marriage  to  Catherine  Bainbridge,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Lincolnshire.  In 
1856  they  sailed  with  their  family  for  the 
United  States,  taking  ])assage  at  Li\crpool 
on  a  westward  bound  \essel,  which  after  six 
weeks  spent  upon  the  ocean  dropped  anchor 
in  the  harbor  of  Xew  York.  Continuing 
on  their  westward  way  the  famil}'  became 
residents  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  there  the 
father  carried  on  farming  until  i88(),  when 
lit  removed  t(.)  Saline  countv.  Xcbraska, 
where  he  died,  December  S.  Kjoo,  se\ent\'- 
eight  years  of  age,  and  is  buried  at  Western, 
that  county.  Airs.  Ward  is  in  her  seventy- 
fourth  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children:  George,  Susan, 
Charles,  Caroline,  William,  Frank,  John, 
Joseph.  Judson  and  David,  besides  a  daugh- 
ter, Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 
Throughout  his  acti\e  business  career  the 
father  followed  farming.     He  and  his  wife 


are  people  of  the  highest  respectabilit\-  and 
enjoy  the  regard  of  all  who  know  them. 

Thomas  Ward,  wdiose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Illi- 
nois, and  early  became  familiar  with  the 
work  of  the  tields.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twent}'  years  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  ]\Iary  Jane  Hamble,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  spent  her  girlhood  days 
in  that  state  and  in  Illinois.  Her  parents 
were  Joseijli  and  Martha  Hamble.  ]\Ir. 
Ward  continued  his  residence  in  Illinois  uu- 
li'  1876,  when  he  came  to  Atchison  county 
and  began  the  development  of  a  farm  of  one 
lumdred  and  sixty  acres  which  he  had  pur- 
chased. Until  1898  he  continued  the  culti- 
vation and  impr()\-ement  of  that  land,  but 
in  that  year  sold  out  and  bought  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns,  also  comjjrising  a  (|uar- 
ter-section  of  land.  This  place  is  well  ini- 
pro\ed  with  a  good  residence,  a  large  barn 
and  feed  lots,  an  (irchard  and  ample  ])astur- 
age,  and  the  lields  bring  to  him  a  good  return 
for  the  care  and  labor  he  liestows  upon  them. 
He  is  successfully  engaged  in  feeding  and 
siiipping  stock,  and  through  his  well-directetl 
efforts  is  meeting  with  creditable  success  in 
liis  business. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Ward  became 
the  father  of  f[\e  children,  one  of  whvjui, 
Frank,  is  now  deceased.  The  others  are 
Leonard,  a  resident  of  Xodaway  county, 
]\Iiss<iiuM :  Oscar  C,  of  Lincoln  township, 
.\tcliison  county:  Lulu,  the  vxife  of  S.  Lane, 
of  Westbom:  and  Minnie,  the  wife  of  W. 
Cozod,  (Ji  Lincoln  township.  The  mother 
died  January  jj.  iSSo.  She  was  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  was  respected  and  loved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  In  1881  .Mr.  Ward  was 
again  married,  bis  second  union  being  with 
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Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dack,  a  daughter  of  John 
Alacrander,  of  Lincoln  township,  and  widow 
of  Black  Dack,  who  was  l)i:)rn  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  in  1844.  They  were  mar- 
ried February  j8,  1877,  and  ]\Ir.  Dack  died 
October  11.  1878,  leaving  a  daughter,  Fran- 
ces, who  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Wood, 
of  Nodaway  count)-,  Missouri.  By  the 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ward  there  are  six 
children :  Arthur,  Walter,  Everett,  Harry. 
Elbert  and  Claude  McKinley. 

In  politics  Mr.  \\'ard  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican. He  has  served  with  credit  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  he  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  e\'erything  ])ertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  communitv.  tloing  all  in  his 
])i_)wer  to  ach'ance  those  mox'ements  calculat- 
ed fur  the  substantial  improvement  of  the 
county.  His  social  qualities  render  him 
popular  and  he  has  many  warm  friends. 


HARVEY  E.  MOSS,  AI.  D. 

The  profession  of  medicine  has  a  fascina- 
tion for  a  certain  class  of  young  men  of  an 
investigating,  scientfic  turn  of  mind  and  has 
drawn  to  its  ranks  men  of  ability,  who  are 
not  only  lix'ing  I)y  it  I)ut  are  honoring  it  and 
eie\-ating  it — men  who  as  family  physicians 
are  held  high  in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow 
townsmen  and  are  doing  a  good  work  for 
their  ])r()fessi(>n  and  fi.ir  humanit\'.  Such  a 
well  e(|uip])ed,  enthusiastic  and  successful 
physician  is  Har\'ey  E.  Moss,  M.  D.,  of 
Mary\-il!e.  Xodaway  county,  Missouri. 

Dr.  Moss  was  bdrn  in  Mar\\-i]lc.  Mis- 
souri, May  30,  187J,  a  son  of  the  late  Ed  AL 
Moss,  a  pioneer  in  jMaryville  and  one  of  the 
successful  business  men  of  the  town.  Ed 
AL  Moss  was  born  at  Moore's  Hill,  Lidiana, 
in  1S43,  ^  son  of  liar\ey  E.  Mdss,  a  nati\c 
of   Massachusetts,   who   settled    in     Indiana 


early  in  life  and  later  went  to  Muscatine, 
Ljwa,  where  he  died,  in  1872.  In  1862.  at 
Aluscatine,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
Fd  M.  .Moss  enlisted  in  the  Thirly-hfth 
Regiment  of  Iowa  \'olunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  ser\-ed  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

In  1869,  with  a  team  an<l  only  a  few  dol- 
lars, he  made  his  appearance  at  Marxville. 
where  be  opened  a  restaurant  in  a  small  rent- 
ed building  on  South  Main  street  and  en- 
tered upon  a  career  of  business  success.  He 
bought  and  impnived  Maryxille  business 
property  and  when  he  retired  from  his  res- 
taurant enterprise  he  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  city.  His  last  busi- 
ness veiUure  was  in  Tecumseh.  Xebraska. 
where  he  established  the  I'armers'  ISank 
(now  the  First  Xational  Dank  of  Tecum- 
seh), but  died  a  few  months  later,  in  i88r, 
leaving  a  valuable  estate.  He  married  Alar- 
tha  M.  Robinson,  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
in  1842,  who  died  in  Maryville,  Missouri, 
X'm-emlier  2(),  i8g7.  She  was  prominentl}- 
identified  with  the  .spiritual  and  material 
welfare  of  the  First  Alethodist  Episcopal 
church  in  AIary\-ille,  and  was  one  of  the 
chief  donors  to  the  fund  for  the  erection  of 
its  new  house  of  worship. 

The  children  of  lul  At.  and  Alartha  Al. 
(Robinson)  AIoss  are:  Aliss  Kate  E.  and 
Dr.  Harvev  E.  Aliss  Kate  E.  AIoss  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Illinois  Female  College  with 
the  degree  of  AI.  V..  L.,  and  of  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan  University,  class  of  1892,  with  the 
D.  .\.  degree,  and  is  now  the  secretary  of 
supplies  for  Alissouri.  .\rkansas  ami  Iowa, 
the  Des  Aloines  br;uicli  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Alissionary  Society.  1  ler  residence 
is  in  Alaryville. 

Dr.  AIoss  was  educated  at  the  Ohio  Wes- 
k\an  Cnixersity.  where  he  spent  three  years, 
;mil   while  there  read  medicine  with  Dr.  J. 
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W.  X.  \  ogt.  of  Delaware,  Oliio.  as  liis  pre- 
ceptor. He  attended  lectures  at  Louisville 
Meflical  College  and  was  graduated  at  that 
institution  in  1893.  In  1897  '1^  U»>k  a 
course  at  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  there 
doing  special  work  in  surgery,  gynecolo- 
gy and  dermatology.  Jn  1900  he  took 
a  special  course  at  the  Chicago  Eye,' 
Ear,  Xose  and  Thnjat  College,  and  is  now 
giving  his  attention  to  these  branches  of  the 
jiractice.  He  located  at  \\'ilcox.  Missouri, 
lor  ])ractice,  and  later  lucated  temporarily 
at  S])ringficld,  Missouri.  In  1894  he  re- 
turned U)  Maryxille  and  was  the  countv 
physician  from  1895  to  1897,  and  in  1895 
he  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  in  which  he 
cnntinued  until  January,  1900. 

Dr.  iNIoss  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  politics.  He  has  represented 
the  local  Pythian  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge 
at  its  sessions  during  the  past  four  vears. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  M.  W.  A..  W.  ().  W. 
and  K.  of  P.,  and  is  medical  e.\amincr  for 
the  \\'oodmen  of  the  \\'nrl(l  and  Modern 
W'dndmen  of  America,  and  also  for  the 
Kansas  Mutual  Life  Insur.ance  Cnmpany 
and  of  the  L'ninu  .Mutu;d  Life  Insurance^ 
Company  of  Portland.  .Maine. 

M^y  2',.  1897,  Dr.  Muss  married,  in 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  Emma  J.  McMuri'w 
a  daughter  of  Peter  MclNlurry.  of  .\ndrcw 
ciiunty.  Missouri,  and  a  teacher  in  the  Mary- 
\ille  jjuhlic  schools.  Their  Child,  lulward 
I\lcMurry    Moss,    was   JKirn    .\pril    A,    i89(;. 


WILLIAM  \.  IILDRICK. 

William  .\.  lledrick.  nne  <>\  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Atchison  cnunty  and  cine  i>f  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  in  that  scctinn  of  the 
-State,  was  born  in   West   \'irginia.   May  30. 


1835,  'I  son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (  Xew- 
ton)  Hedrick,  lioth  natives  of  \'irginia. 

l-'rederick  Hedrick,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and 
came  to  America,  settling  in  West  \''irginia, 
where  he  was  cjue  of  the  representative  farm- 
ers of  Greenbrier  county.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  being  one  of 
the  best  workers  of  that  church.  His  chil- 
dren were  Moses,  Abraham,  David,  John, 
Joseph,  Esther,  Rebecca,  Catherine  and 
Elizabeth.  Abraliam  Hedrick.  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
nati\e  state,  and  became  a  plain,  honest 
farmer.  He  married  Sarah  Xewton,  also 
of  West  \  irginia,  and  they  both  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  ]\lr.  Hedrick  died  March 
2.  1884,  and  Mrs.  Hedrick  died  in  April, 
1896.  Their  children  were:  Louisa:  Fred- 
erick, a  farmer  living  in  Iowa;  W,  X., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch:  Mary,  the  wife 
of  J.  Fry;  Isabclle.  Avlm  married  a  Mr, 
Lewis;  Daniel,  a  Methodist  minister;  Ruth, 
the  wife  of  R.  E.  Irw in  ;  and  Da\id,  who,  on 
entering  a  steamboat  at  Galli]iolis,  Ohio, 
lest  his  footing  and  was  drowned. 

William  X'.  Hedrick,  whose  name  heads 
this  personal  biography,  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  in  (ireenbrier  county.  West  \'ir- 
ginia.  until  185^),  when  he  went  to  b>wa, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1859, 
liis  health  being  impaired,  he  retiu'ned  to 
his  home  in  West  \'irginia.  where  he  re- 
niaincd  until  January.  ]8f)_>.  He  then  went 
to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  luitil  the  follow- 
ing year,  after  which  he  settled  in  Missouri. 
The  first  year  spent  in  this  state  he  rented 
a  farm,  and  the  next  year  he  was  em])loyed 
as  a  hand  to  drive  stock  to  the  market  at 
Omaha.  In  this  way  he  learned  much  about 
cattle,   which   was  of  great   hell)  to   him   in 
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after  \-ears.  He  sold  some  stuck  wliich  lie 
owned,  ami  linught  one  humlred  acres  of 
land,  which  he  began  to  cultivate.  He  then 
built  a  frame  house  and  began  to  raise  stock. 
Gradually  he  added  to  his  possessions  until 
he  was  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  valuable  land  and  a  great  many 
liead  of  cattle.  He  gave  several  acres  of  land 
t(^  his  children,  ])ut  is  yet  in  possession  (rf 
eight  lumdred  and  sixty  acres,  besides  a  sec- 
tion of  land  which  he  owns  in  Oklahoma. 
He  l^egan  life  in  Missouri  with  but  little 
money,  lint  liy  hard  work  and  careful  man- 
agement the  soil  <if  this  state  proved  an 
Eldorado  for  him.  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
well-to-do  farmers  in  the  county.  He  has 
had  a  good  many  set-backs,  such  as  lending 
money  which  was  unreturned,  and  going 
as  security  for  friends  who  were  unreliable. 
He  has  alwa^-s  been  a  very  charitable  man. 
and  has  ne\er  refused  assistance  to  any  one. 
Mr.  Hedrick  is  a  stockholder  ijf  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Fairfax,  and  was  one  of 
the  directors  for  man_\-  years.  In  later  years 
he  has  been  diminishing  his  business,  so 
that  his  time  can  be  given  to  other  pleasures 
and  duties. 

In  i860  Mr.  Hedrick  married  Elizabeth 
Curry,  a  daughter  of  George  \V.  Curry,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Hed- 
rick died  in  i86r,  leaving  no  children.  She 
was  a  member  (.)f  the  Presb}'terian  church. 
In  December,  1863,  our  subject  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Jane  Curry,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Curry  and  a  cousin  of  Elizabeth 
Curr\-,  our  subject's  first  wife.  Robert  Cur- 
ry was  a  farmer,  and  in  1859  moved  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  liought  some  unimproved 
land  and  began  farming.  He  returned  to 
West  \'irginia  in  1868,  but  came  again  to 
Missouri,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.      His   children   were;    Robert   C, 


a  farmer  nf  Atchison  county;  G.  \\  .,  of 
West  X'irginia:  Mrs.  A.  Price;  Amanda,  the 
wife  of  C.  Price:  h'.lizabeth  R.  Burdett ; 
.\lexander:  James  A.;  Margaret;  Frances; 
and  Jane,  llic  wife  of  our  subject.  By  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Hedrick  was  the  par- 
ent of  three  children,  whose  names  are:  Lu- 
ther C,  of  Oklahoma;  Damaris  L.,  the  wife 
of  W.  'P.  J.  \'ouell,  a  farmer;  and  Beatrice 
C,  at  home.  Mrs.  Hedrick  died  in  1890. 
In  October,  1891,  Air.  Hedrick  married 
Rosa  B.  Howell,  wdio  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
rebruar\-  6,  1861,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Lucinda  (  Killern)  Howell,  both  na- 
tives of  \'irginia  but  residents  of  Kentucky. 
Andrew  Howell  died  in  that  state,  and  his 
wife  came  to  Missouri  in  1888  and  lived 
with  her  daughter  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  Septemlaer  3.  1897. 
Their  children  were :  Sarah  J.  Simpson ; 
May :  Daniel  C. ;  Louisa,  of  Danfield.  [Mis- 
souri; Alargaret  A.;  Alartha  W.  Xoble; 
Rosa  B.,  the  wife  of  our  subject:  and 
Xana  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedrick  lost  three  chili,Iren, 
all  of  them  dying  in  infancy.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbvterian  churcli. 


REV.  FATHER  AXSELM  IXEICHEX. 

There  are  men  who  ha\-e  powers  fur  or- 
ganization and  for  executix'e  work,  innate, 
])erhaps,  but  carefully  weighed  and  culti- 
vated, that  enable  them  to  wring  triumph  out 
of  threatened  defeat  and  turn  apparent  fail- 
ure into  brilliant  success.  The  achievements, 
moral  and  material,  of  Rev.  Father  Anselm, 
the  rector  of  St.  Mary's  church,  at  Mary- 
\ille.  X^xlaway  county,  Missouri,  have  been 
sii  marked  as  to  suggest  that  he  is  such  a 
man. 

Rev.  h'atlier  Ansclm,  whose  ci\'il  name  is 
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Anselm  Ineichen.  was  born  in  the  canton  of 
Luzerne.  Switzerland,  May  25,  1853,  one  nf 
the  six  cliiklren  of  John  G.  Ineichen.  He 
lielped  liis  father  work  his  Swiss  farm  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old.  then  began  his  pre- 
])arati<)n  for  the  ])riesthood,  at  tlie  Benedic- 
tine Monastery  at  Engleberg,  Switzerland, 
"where  he  remained  until  the  course  was 
completed.  Upon  concluding  the  work  there, 
in  1873,  li^  came  to  the  United  States  and 
er.tereil  upnn  a  h\e-vear  ])eriiKl  of  prepara- 
tion in  the  Cathohc  institution  at  Conception, 
Missouri,  antl  upon  its  completion  he  was 
ordained  a  priest..  From  that  time  until  the 
latter  part  of  1879  he  remained  in  Concep- 
tion as  an  assistant,  taking  up  his  work  in 
^[aryville.  regularly,  in  1880. 

Father  Anselm's  church  is  the  nldest 
body  (.)f  the  Catholic  faith  in  Maryville.  and 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  parish  it  was  at 
once  apparent  that  there  was  much  to  be 
done  to  put  it  into  a  desirable  condition. 
There  was  a  foundation  for  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, upon  which  he  erected  a  brick  church 
building.  de\-ising  the  ways  and  raising  the 
meanis  with  which  to  dn  it.  This  became  a 
serious  problem  to  jiim.  f(.)r  sotm  after  he 
was  assigned  there  the  memljership  of  the 
church  was  divided,  the  American  speaking 
people  separating  and  forming  ;i  church  by 
themselves.  This  division  took  out  many  of 
the  more  substantial  members  and  the  burden 
of  the  new  building  had  to  be  bf)rne  chieHy 
by  those  who  remained;  but  Father  .\nselm 
and  his  zealous  supporters  succeeded,  and 
not  onl_\-  the  church  w;is  built,  but  also  the 
large  parsonage,  and  later,  umler  Father  .\n- 
selm"s  vigorous  but  conservative  manage- 
ment. St.  Joseph's  hos])ital  took  form  and 
came  into  existence.  The  latter  institution 
is  one  of  the  best  of  which  Maryville  boasts. 
Its  capacity  to  accommodate  and  care   for 


thirty-five  patients  has  already  been  found  to 
be  inadequate,  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for 
the  appreciation  of  the  citizens  of  Maryville. 
It  may  be  added  that  Father  .Vnselm's 
successful  work  in  the  unbuilding  of  the 
local  interests  entrusted  to  him  by  his  bishop 
ij  duly  appreciated  and  commended  by  the 
people  of  Maryville,  irrespective  of  religious 
affiliation,  and  his  influence  toward  the  ad- 
vancement of  many  important  pitblic  inter- 
ests is  recognized  bv  all. 


MILTON  H.  GLAD^L\X. 

Milton  H.  Gladman  is  now  serving  as  the 
county  judge  of  Nodaway  county.  To  him 
has  come  the  attainment  of  a  distinguished 
position  in  connection  with  the  leading  ma- 
terial industries  of  his  portivni  of  the  state, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  so  discerningly 
directed  along  well  defined  lines  of  labor  that 
he  seems  to  have  realized  at  no  one  point 
of  ])rogress  the  full  measure  of  his  possi- 
bilities for  accomplishment  at  that  point.  A 
man  of  distinguished  and  forceful  person- 
ality, of  broad  mentality  and  mature  judg- 
ment, he  has  left  and  is  leaving  his  impress 
upon  the  industrial  world,  while  his  study  of 
the  economic  questions  and  matters  of  public 
polit\'  ha\e  been  so  close  and  comprehensive 
that  his  judgment  is  relied  upon  and  his 
utterances  have  weight  in  those  circles  where 
the  material  progress  of  the  county  is  con- 
cerned. He  has  been  most  active  in  the 
im])rovement  and  upbuilding  of  Hopkins,  his 
residence  in  that  place  dating  from  1872, 
three  years  after  his  arrival  in  Nodaway 
o  unity. 

The  Judge  is  essentially  a  western  man  by 
birth  and  training,  and  now  by  preference. 
J  le  was  born  in  I-'ulton  county,  Illinois,  July 
30,   1850.  and  is  of  Scotch  lineage.        His 
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paternal  gTandfather  was  a  Scutclinian  who 
liad  three  sons  and  a  daugiiter.  tlie  former 
being  Jonathan.  Daniel  antl  Washington 
Giadman.  The  last  named  became  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Lick- 
ing county,  Ohio,  in  1816,  and  when  he  had 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity  married  Cath- 
erine Drumm,  who  emigrated  from  Virginia 
to  the  Buckeye  state.  Mr.  Giadman  passed 
away  in  1854,  and  his  wife,  surviving  him 
twenty  wars,  was  called  to  the  home  beyond 
in  1874.  Their  children  were:  Thomas  H., 
of  Hopkins,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who 
ser\'ed  in  the  Eighty-third  and  One  Hun- 
<lred  and  Third  Illinois  Regiments,  and  is  a 
builder  of  Hopkins,  having  erected  the  first 
house — a  hotel — in  the  city;  Lydia,  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Edwards,  of  ElHsville,  Illinois; 
John  \\'..  who  makes  his  home  in  Topeka, 
Kansas:  Amos,  who  died  from  disease  con- 
tracted while  in  the  Union  army:  William 
H.,  of  Xew  Windsor,  Illinois;  ]\Iary,  the 
Avidow  of  Philip  Smith  and  a  resident  of  Illi- 
nois: Milton  H.,  of  this  review;  and  ^lahlon 
B..  who  makes  his  home  in  Sheridan,  ]\Iis- 
souri. 

The  Judge  acc|uired  his  educational  ad- 
A'antages  in  the  common  schools  of  Canton, 
Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade.  When  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  was  completed  he 
came  at  once  to  ^Missouri,  and,  after  spend- 
ing some  time  in  Graham,  established  his 
home  in  Hopkins,  where  he  immediately  be- 
came identified  with  its  building  interests". 
In  1873  he  began  business  (m  his  own 
account  as  a  general  contractor,  and  it  is  in 
this  capacity  that  he  is  mi)st  widely  known. 
In  1S82  he  1)egan  tlie  manufacture  nf  brick 
and  continued  his  dual  enterprise  until  1887, 
when  he  abandoned  contracting  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attentinn  to  his  nnw  extensive 


brick-making  industry,  which  he  continued 
w  ith  success  until  1898,  when  he  retired  from 
that  line.  Hardly  a  brick  building  in  Hop- 
kins has  been  constructed  from  material  that 
did  not  come  from  Judge  Gladman's  kilns, 
and  thus  many  of  the  buildings  of  the  city 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enter- 
prise, including  the  school  building,  for 
which  he  furnished  the  brick  and  also  exe- 
cuted the  work  of  construction.  He  also 
took  contracts  for  the  building  of  Wolfers  & 
Son,  Wooldridge  &  Son,  the  bank  building, 
the  Large  building,  the  Pistole  and  White 
Brothers  buildings,  the  Allen  building  and 
both  the  old  and  the  new  school  buildings. 
He  has  also  taken  contracts  for  work  at 
Grant  City  and  Bedford,  Iowa,  and  in  the 
neighlxjrhood  of  Stanbury,  Missouri.  The 
Judge  is  a  man  of  broad  business  capacity 
whose  efforts  have  not  been  confined  to  one 
line.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  tha 
Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which 
began  Inisiness  in  1891,  and  is  now  its 
trcasivrer  and  member  of  its  board  of 
directors. 

In  1868  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Judge  Giadman  and  Isabel  Wiiipple,  the 
wedding  ceremony  being  performed  in  Har- 
rison county,  Iowa.  The  lady  was  born  in, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  eight  children :  Edward,  a  farmer  re- 
siding near  Hopkins,  who  married  Mary  B. 
Quigley;  Charles  B. ;  Xora :  Jay  D..  an  at- 
torney at  law  at  Maryville;  Frank,  who,  like 
his  brother  Jay,  is  a  graduate  of  tlie  Hop- 
kins high  school ;  and  Bessie,  Grace  and 
James,  who  are  still  with  their  parents. 

At  an  early  age  the  Gladmans  were  ad- 
vocates of  Whig  principles,  but  on  attaining 
his  majorit}'  the  Judge  espoused  the  cause  of 
Democracy.  ■  Later  he  joined  the  Greenback 
party,  was  afterward  ;i   L'nion  Labor  ad\-o- 
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cate  and  finally  became  identified  with  the 
Popuhst  party,  with  strong  Democratic 
preferences.  For  ten  years  he  served  on  the 
school  board  of  Hopkins,  and  the  cause  of 
education  found  in  him  a  warm  friend 
whose  labors  resulted  greatly  to  their  benefit. 
In  i8g8  he  was  made  a  nominee  on  the 
Fusion  ticket  for  the  office  of  county  judge 
and  was  elected  l)y  a  majority  of  two  liun- 
dred  and  ninety-one,  carrying  every  precinct 
iri  the  Ninth  district  except  the  one  in  \vhicb 
his  opponent  lived  and  won  all  but  the  town- 
ship of  ^lonroe  in  the  entire  district.  The 
Judge  is  a  man  of  fine  jsersonal  appearance, 
possessing  a  strong  and  deep  \oice,  having 
many  pleasant  qualities  and  is  an  intelligent 
and  entertaining  converser,  while  on  current 
questions  there  is  no  lack  of  his  ability  to 
make  himself  understood.  He  possesses  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  in  an  un- 
({ualified  fiegree  and  is  looked  upon  to  assume 
the  leadership  in  e\'ery  movement  intended 
for  public  progress. 


WASHINGTON    DO\\'NING. 

\\'ashington  Downing,  deceased,  for 
merly  one  of  the  ])rominent  citizens  of  Nod- 
away count)', was  born  in  Washington  coun- 
t}-.  Indiana,  I~ebruary  i8,  18^5.  He  was  a  son 
of  William  and  Mar_\"  Downing,  who  were 
the  parents  of  three  other  sons  besides  him- 
self, viz.,  .\bram.  Philander  and  John,  of 
Canton,  Illinois.  William  Downing  was  a 
native  of  New  York  state,  and  his  wife  was 
a  nati\e  of  Pennsyhania.  The  latter  died 
w  hen  Washington,  the  sn1)ject  of  this  sketch, 
was  about  three  years  of  age. 

.\t  the  age  of  nine  years  \'oung  Wash- 
ingtim  accompanied  his  father  to  I'ulton 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of    age,    having 


spent  his  boyhood -days  on  a  farm,  and  hav- 
ing l)y  liis  own  individual  efforts  obtained 
a  fair  common  school  education.  In  1843,. 
in  company  with  a  brother,  he  moved  to  the 
west,  settling  in  Andrew  county,  Missouri, 
and  being  among  the  pioneer  settlers  i>f  that 
portion  of  the  state.  He  soon  began  work- 
ing (ill  a  farm,  at  which  he  continued  some 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Nodaway  county, 
about  1850.  which  county  he  thereafter 
made  his  permanent  home.  In  this  county 
he  began  to  improve  a  farm,  and  made  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  and  the  raising  of  stock 
his  principal  business.  At  that  time  the 
country  was  very  thinly  settled  and  the 
nearest  postoffice  was  eighteen  miles  away. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  iMr. 
Downing  served  about  three  months  in  tha 
enrolled  ^Missouri  militia,  and  endured 
many  hardships.  Previous  to  coming  to 
Hopkins  he  was  engaged  one  year  in  mer- 
cantile business  at  Nenia,  and  ujjon  remov- 
ing to  Hopkins,  ^Missouri,  which  place  was 
then  in  its  infancy,  he  began  dealing  in  grain 
and  stock,  continuing  in  these  lines  until  he 
became  interested  in  the  banking  business, 
in  July,  1877.  In  1878  he  was  made  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Hopkins,  which 
position  he  held  for  several  years.  In  the 
later  '80s,  he  purchased  a  one-half  interest 
in  the  Hopkins  roller  mill,  his  partner  in 
this  business  being  the  late  Prof.  D.  L. 
Chaney,  and  the  firm  name  being  Downing 
&  Chaney.  This  firm  was  dissolved  in  the 
spring  of  189J,  Prof.  Chaney  retiring,  and 
later  in  the  same  year  ]Mr.  Downing  sold 
the  mill  propertv,  retiring  from  active  busi- 
ness himself  ;it  that  time  on  account  of  ill 
health.  He  was  always  numbered  among 
the  most  successful  ;uul  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Nodaway  county,  and  was  always 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors  and 
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friends:  but  he  never  enjoyed  good  health, 
as  he  suffered  from  a  serious  ilhiess  wlien 
eighteen  years  of  age,  tl:e  effects  of  which 
were  e\-er  present  witli  him  until  the  day 
of  his  death. 

Air.  L)(i\\nin,!4'  \\as  married  in  June, 
1849,  t(i  Miss  INIartha  A.  liroyles,  a  native 
of  middle  Tennessee,  who  still  survives. 
They  reared  two  of  Mrs.  Downing's  nieces, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Chaney  and  Mrs.  Abram  Mc- 
Masters.  Mr.  Downing  was  always  a  faith- 
ful and  consistent  member  of  the  Mission- 
ar\'  liaptist  church  and  ga\'e  much  of  his 
means  to  the  supi^ort  nf  the  gospel  and  for 
the  relief  cif  the  sick  anil  suffering  of  his 
communit}'.  He  was  a  member  of  Xenia 
Lodge,  No.  50,  A.  ¥.  &  A.  ]\I.,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Ho])kins,  Missouri,  February 
9,  1897,  after  an  illness  of  nine  days,  being 
at  the  time  nearl}-  se\enty-two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Downing  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  worked  hard  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  schiiols  of  Hopkins,  serving  manv 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Ixjard  of  education 
of  that  place.  He  is  well  remembered  as  an 
excellent  and  useful  citizen  in  all  respects. 


FLETCHER  JOXES. 

Fletcher  Jones  has  passed  the  seventieth 
milestone  of  life's  journey  and  receives  the 
veneration  an<l  respect  that  should  ever 
be  accorded  to  one  of  his  years  -whose  career 
has  l)een  upright.  In  this  country  ambition 
and  determination  are  not  hampered  by  class 
or  caste,  and  each  man  is  surrounded  by 
opportunities  \vhich  encompass  the  whole 
human  race  and  may  work  his  way  steadily 
upward  and  attain  success  if  he  but  pos- 
sesses energy  and  sound  business  judgment. 
In  this  manner  Mr.  Jones  has  attained  an 
enviable  position  among  the  representatives 


of     the     farming     interests     of     Nodaway 
count}-. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  on  the  i6th  of  May,  1827,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  Jones,  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey. The  great-grandfather,  Henry  Jones, 
was  born  in  New  England,  which  shows  that 
the  famil)-  for  many  generatitjus  has  resided 
in  America.  The  grandfather ,  Thomas 
Jones,  was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
there  married  Miss  Cox,  who  likewise  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
state.  At  an  early  day  they  arrived  in  Ohio 
and  located  in  Ross  county,  where  the  grand- 
father died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years  or  more.  William  Jones  was  only 
fourteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  par- 
ents' removal  to  the  Buckeye  state.  He  was 
reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  the  frontier 
life  and  \vhen  he  had  attained  man's  estate 
he  married  Miss  Jane  Corken,  who  was 
l)orn  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Grace  (Mason)  Corken,  na 
tives  of  Maryland.  They  resided  in  Balti- 
more, but  during  the  pioneer  development 
of  Ohio  removed  to  that  state  and  died  in 
Ross  county,  when  well  advanced  in  years. 
One  of  the  members  of  the  Corken  family 
ser\-ed  in  the  Colonial  army  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  William  and  Jane  (Corken) 
Jones  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ohio,  and 
there  nine  children  were  born  to  them,  but 
only  two  are  now  living,  Fletcher  and  his 
brother,  D.  W.  Jones,  the  latter  a  resident 
of  Oklahoma.  The  mother  passed  awa\-  in 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  antl  in 
1 87 1  the  father  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  his  death  occurring  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  when  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  eighty-four. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred 
to    vary    the    routine    of    farm    work    for 
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Fletcher  Jones  during  the  period  of  iiis  boy- 
hood and  youth.  He  was  reared  in  his  par- 
ents' home,  tln'ough  the  summer  months  lie 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
mead(jws  and  in  the  winter  season  pursued 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  oi  the 
neighborhood.  Jn  (Jhio,  in  October,  1852, 
he  married  !Miss  Alary  .\.  King,  who  was 
l)orn  in  Rijss  county  in  1830.  Thev  began 
their  domestic  life  in  the  Buckeye  state,  Air. 
Jones  there  following  farming  operations 
until  1871,  when,  with  his  wife  and  eight 
children,  he  came  to  Alissouri,  locating  on 
the  farm  which  is  now  his  place  of  abode. 
The  house  was  in  a  most  dilapidated  condi- 
tion and  there  were  tew  improvements  and 
tliose  of  a  very  p(jor  character.  Of  a  \'ery 
energetic  nature.  Air.  Jones  at  once  began 
the  work  of  de\"eloping  the  farm  in  accord- 
ance w  ith  the  progressixe  ideas  of  the  times, 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  build- 
ings, secured  improved  machinery,  and  by 
^vell  kept  fences  divided  his  land  intt)  fields 
of  convenient  size  and  placed  them  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivaliim.  Jle  also  .secured 
good  stock  and  so  had  his  farm  in  excellent 
■condition. 

In  all  his  work  Air.  Jones  was  ably  as- 
sisted i)y  his  wife,  wlm  proved  to  him  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's 
journey.  In  1900.  huwcxer,  they  were  .sep- 
arated by  death,  the  wife  and  mother  being 
called  to  the  home  beyond  on  the  loth  of 
Alarch.  I'or  about  forty-eight  years  they  had 
traveled  life's  jnurney  together,  sharing  each 
other's  jo)s  and  sorrows,  antl  the  adversity 
and  pros])crity  which  came  to  them.  Airs. 
Junes  was  a  noble  wnman  who  considered  no 
sacrifice  too  great  that  wnuld  ))romote  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  her  husband  and 
children.  She  was  devoted  to  her  home  and 
ilid  all  in  her  ]xjwer  to  make  it  the  dearest 


l)lace  on  earth  to  her  family.  Her  loss  was 
deeply  mourned  throughout  the  entire  com- 
munity. She  was  a  faithful  friend  and  her 
n'.any  excellent  qualities  had  gained  her  the 
warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  she  came  in 
contact.  In  the  family  were  nine  children, 
and  eight  of  the  number  are  living.  The  eld- 
est daughter  died  and  left  two  children. 
I  here  are  also  fourteen  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Jones  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
in  1848.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  was 
identified  with  that  ])arty  until  185O.  wdien 
he  supported  Bell  for  the  presidency.  His 
first  Republican  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  i860,  and  he  was  identified  with 
that  political  organization  imtil  i8(/),  when 
he  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  Bryan.  He  attends  the  Alethodist 
lipiscopal  church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a 
devout  and  worth}-  member,  an<l  has  e\-er 
given  his  co-operation  and  aid  to  the  move- 
ments and  measures  which  have  contributed 
to  fhe  material,  social,  intellectual  and  moral 
upbuilding  of  the  communit}-.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  through  an  honorable  busi- 
ness career  he  has  gained  an  enviable  posi- 
tion. 


J.\A1ES    JOXES. 

A  successful  farmer  and  prominent  and 
popular  public  official  of  Atchison  ciuiUy. 
Alissouri,  is  James  Jones,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  a  nati\c  of  Missouri.  l)orn 
in  Jasper  county,  November  14,  18(13.  a  son 
of  James  G.  and  Susan  (Hammer)  Jones, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
January  4,  1823,  although  he  was  reared 
and  married  in  Jasper  county,  Alissouri. 
His  father,  John  Jones,  had  come  into  this 
state  in  early  days,  had  become  a  prominent 
farmer  and  miller,  and  before  the  war  was 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


395) 


a  distiller  and  large  slave-owner.  He  was 
an  nphdlder  of  Democratic  principles,  filled 
many  connt)'  offices  with  efficiency  and  was 
.a  \alued  member  of  tlie  Baptist  church.  His 
children  were :  Jackson,  Sarah,  James  G. 
(father  of  our  subject),  Charlotte,  Gran- 
berr}-,  Joseph,  Tennessee,  Martha  and  John, 
all  of  the  sons  becoming  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  war. 

James  Jones,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
served  faithfully  as  a  teamster  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  passing  through  the  war 
Avithout  injur}-.  He  had  previous!}"  married 
and  was  a  farmer  in  Jasper  county,  where 
all  of  his  children  were  born.  In  1865  he 
left  his  farm  in  this  state  and  Engaged  in  the 
same  business  in  Nebraska,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1877,  when  he  came  to  At- 
chison c(_>unty  anil  purchased  a  fine  tract 
of  land  in  Lincoln  township.  This  farm  was 
one  of  great  value  and  Mr.  Jones  took  much 
pleasure  in  developing  and  improving  it,  re- 
ceiving much  in  the  way  of  production,  as 
if.  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in  the  county. 
He  died  in  the  fall  of  1879,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  oi  a 
well  spent  life.  He  was  intelligent  and  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  his  memor}- 
is  respected  throughout  the  county.  His  po- 
litical opinions  were  those  of  the  Demo- 
cratic i)arty,  but  he  was  broad-minded  and 
of  a  quiet  and  peaceful  disposition,  being 
particularly  noted  for  his  neightorliness  and 
social  qualities. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mnther  of  our 
subject  was  Susan  Hammer.  She  was  born 
in  Pike  county,  Missouri,  Februar}'  19, 
1825,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Polly  Ham- 
mer, the  former  a  nati\-e  of  Indiana  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  From  Ohio  the  Hammer 
family  came  as  pioneers  to  Pike  county,  to- 
gether with  five  other  families,    the    little 


colony  prospering  together  in  the  new  home; 
but  in  1 841  Mr,  Hammer  decided  to  again 
become  a  pioneer  and  removed  to  Jasper 
county,  where  he  improved  a  farm  that  is 
now  \-ery  \-aluable,  and  there  he  spent 
his  life.  His  famih'  of  children  all  be- 
came well  known  in  the  state  and  were  as 
follows:  Sally,  William,  lietsey,  ]\lahala, 
Susan,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  David, 
George  and  John.  ]\Irs.  Jones  is  still  liv- 
ing, bearing  her  seventy-three  years  with 
ease.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones 
were  Mrs.  Sally  Gentry,  John  D,,  Joseph  G., 
George,  Mrs.  Martha  Anderson,  Adeline, 
Bluford,  Warren  P,  and  our  subject,  and  all 
of  them  are  living  and  well  represent  the  best 
citizens  of  Atchison  county. 

Our  subject  was  reareil  and  educated 
while  making  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  twen- 
t}-three  }-ears  old.  He  bought  his  i)resent 
farm  Ijcfore  marriage,  settling  upon  it  in 
1889,  since  which  time  he  has  conducted  a 
general  farming  business  and  has  also  raised 
a  great  deal  of  stock  and  cattle.  Like  his 
forefathers,  Mr.  Jones  has  been  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  his  value  to  his  ])arty  was 
recognized  in  1896  by  his  election  to  the 
office  of  sheriff  of  Atchison  comit}',  his  ma- 
jority being  the  largest  ever  given  one  man, 
and  in  1898  his  efficiency  was  re-affirmed 
by  his  re-election.  He  has  filled  the  difficult 
office  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  county 
at  large. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie 
Sutton,  a  nati\-e  of  this  count}',  where  she 
was  born  in  1875,  daughter  of  John  G. 
Sutton,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  .\t- 
chi.son  county.  He  is  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful minister  of  the  Christian  church  and 
was  among  the  first  to  commence  the  moral 
development  of  the  county.      His  children 
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were:  Mrs.  Mary  Cristy;  Ervin,  a  physician 
living  in  Xel)raska:  Carrie,  who  is  Mrs. 
Jones;  Hattie.  McGregor.  Mrs.  Sarah  Mc- 
Mahon,  Richard,  who  is  a  ph_\sician  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Delia.  Girta,  and  Piatt.  Both  :\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Sutton  are  enjoying  a  comfortable 
old  age.  The  family  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  are  as  follows:  James  A.,  deceased; 
Hattie,  Susan,  Flossie,  Samuel  and  Louise. 
Mrs.  Jones  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Christian  church  and 
is  high!}-  respected  b}'  all  who  have  her  ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr.  Jones  i^  a  ver\-  popular  man  both 
personall}-  and  politicall}'.  He  is  socially 
connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen,  where  he  has  taken  ac- 
tive interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
orders. 


JOSEPH  H.  SAYLER. 

Joseph  H.  Sayler,  lawyer  and  ex-county 
officer  of  ]Mary\'ille,  whose  residence  in  Nod- 
away county  dates  from  the  year  1881,  was 
born  at  I'armington,  Illinois,  October  9, 
1846.  His  father,  the  venerable  Jeremiah 
Sayler,  of  Hopkins,  Missouri,  was  born  on 
the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  in  1824,  where 
his  father,  John  Sayler,  settled  upon  his  re- 
n;uval  from  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
early  in  the  history  of  Ohio.  The  German 
ancestors  of  this  numerous  family  settled  in 
the  state,  it  is  believed,  during  the  colonial 
])eriod  and  among  their  descendants  are  men 
of  prominence  in  many  walks  of  life,  two 
of  them  having  been  members  of  the  national 
house  of  representatives. 

Jeremiah  Sayler  married  Priscilla  Mason, 
a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Mason,  also  a  pio- 
neer on  the  W'esern  Reser\e.  Jeremiah 
Mason  married  a  woman  of  the  old  Pennsvl- 


vania  family  of  Kirkendahl.  Jeremiah  and 
Priscilla  ( Alason)  Sayler  had  children  as 
follows:  Kate,  the  wife  of  Rev.  G.  E.  Drew, 
of  Savannah,  Missouri;  Joseph  H.;  William 
G.,  of  Burlington  Junction,  Missouri;  Ange- 
line,  the  wife  of  David  H.  Michael,  of  Liber- 
ty, Missouri ;  Ida  J.,  who  married  \V.  A. 
Holton,  of  Oakland,  California;  Jeremiah 
v.,  of  Nodaway  county;  and  Alma,  Mrs. 
E.  A.  Clark,  of  Butler,  Colorado. 

Joseph  H.  Sayler  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  farm.  In  Januarv,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Eightv-third  Regiment,  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantr}-,  and  was  soon  trans- 
ferred to  the  Sixt_\'-first  Regiment.  lie 
ser\-ed  in  the  department  of  the  Cumberland 
and  his  regiment  was  stationed  at  times  at 
Fort  Donelson,  Clarksville,  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  and  marched  through  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  doing  scout  and  guard  duty 
as  circumstances  required.  The  command 
was  rendezvoused  at  P'ranklin,  Tennessee,, 
when  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Lee  elec- 
trified the  north,  ilr.  Sa}'ler  was  mustered 
out  of  the  army  in  Octoljer,  1SO5,  still  a 
schot)l  bo_\'. 

During  the  next  two  years  he  was  a 
student  at  Abingdon  College,  Abingdon,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  prepared  himself  for  teach- 
ing. He  taught  country  schools  in  winter 
and  tilled  the  soil  in  the  summer  for  some- 
years,  being  in  the  main  a  farmer.  In  1881 
he  emigrated  from  Illinois  and  settled  in 
Hopkins,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He 
was  elected  to  the  office  t)f  justice  of  the 
peace  of  his  townshi])  and  while  serving  in 
that  capacity  conceived  the  idea  of  reading 
and  preparing  himself  for  the  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  liar  in  Maryville  before 
Judge  Kelle\-,  in  1882,  and  his  first  case  be- 
fore a  iur}-  was  <ine  wherein  be  defended  a 
negro  charged   with   assault.    ' 
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While  a  resident  of  Hopkins,  Mr.  Sayler 
Avas  much  of  the  time  either  mayor  or  city 
attorne}'.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Hopkins  in  July,  1889,  and  served  in  that 
office  more  than  five  years.  While  postmaster 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of 
Xodawa.}'  county  for  the  office  of  probate 
judge  of  the  county  and  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  t\vent\-fi\e. 
to  succeed  Judge  J.  B.  Xewman.  He  filled 
the  office  with  credit  four  years  and  retired 
January  i,  1899,  a"<^l  resumed  the  practice 
of  law.  Air.  Sayler  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  and  of  the  Cirand  .Vrniy  of  the 
Republic. 

Mr.  Savler  married,  in  Illinois.  Ella 
Pierce,  who  died  October  13,  18S3.  Their 
children  are  Harley  L.,  Ora  H.  and  William 
A.  Mr.  Sayler's  second  wife  was  Harriet 
L.  Strawn,  a  daughter  of  Nelson  Strawn. 
The  children  of  this  union  are  Edna  V. ; 
Phyllis  E. ;  Jerre  S.  and  Doris  E. 


GEORGE  F.  WOODWORTH. 

In  a  part  of  the  country  devoted  to  stock- 
raising,  as  is  northwest  Missouri,  there  is  a 
demand  for  organized  effort  to  improve  the 
grade  of  stock  of  different  classes  and  to  fur- 
nish information  about  it  to  persons  requir- 
ing it.  Such  an  effort  has  found  form  in 
different  organizations,  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful of  which  is  that  with  which  the  gentle- 
nian  whose  name  is  above  has  long  been  con- 
nected. 

George  E.  Woodworth,  the  secretary  of 
the  Standard  Poland  China  Record  .Asso- 
ciation, at  Maryville,  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  January  2^,  1851,  a  son  of  Al- 
meron  Woodworth.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Canada,  a  son  of  a  New  York  farmer,  and 
married  Lavina  Ames,  and  some  vears  before 


the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  emigrated  to 
Missouri  and  located  in  Nodaway  county. 
.\bout  the  time  of. the  beginning  of  the  war, 
he  returned  east  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Cass  count)-,  and  lived  there  many  years. 
His  wife  died  there  in  1868  and  some  years 
ago  he  went  to  De  Witt  county,  Texas,  wdiere 
he  died,  in  1885,  aged  seventy-eight  years, 
and  is  buried.  Of  his  seven  children  George 
E.  Woodworth  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  grew  up  chiefly  in  Cass  county, 
Michigan,  and  had  the  usual  common-school 
opportunity  to  acf|uire  an  education.  He 
became  a  resident  of  Maryville  in  1878.  His 
first  effort  as  a  business  man  was  as  clerk  in 
Pitman's  store  in  that  city. 

He  next  worked  for  the  grain  firm  of 
Eddv  &  Smith,  as  their  bookkeeper,  and  fol- 
lowing this  employment  he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business,  at  one  time  as  a  part- 
ner with  \\'.  H.  Chambers.  One  year  spent 
in  the  implement  trade  brought  him  to  the 
date  of  his  connection  with  the  Standard  Po- 
land China  Record  Association,  of  which  he 
was  elected  the  secretary  in  1894,  to  succeed 
Ira  K.  Alderman. 

The  Standard  Poland  China  Record  .As- 
sociation was  established  in  1S87  and  opened 
its  offices  at  Maryville.  The  i)uri)ose  of  the 
association  is  the  maintenance  of  an  im- 
proved system  of  recording  and  tracing  pure- 
blooded  China  swine,  and  the  publication  of 
a  record  to  be  known  as  the  Standard  Poland 
China  Record,  complete  within  itself  an(l 
containing  histories  of  swine-herds  and  such 
other  matter  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
protect  the  interests  of  I^oland  China  l)reed- 
ers.  The  ])()])ularitv  of  the  association  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  it_  was  chartered 
with  five  hundred  shares  of  stock  and  has 
four  hundred  and  eighty-five  stockholders. 
There  are  live  similar  organizations  in  the 
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United  States,  Init  the  records  of  the  asso- 
ciation are  more  cnmplete  tlian  any  other, 
every  entry  of  resjistered  stock  being  re- 
ferred to  and  numbered  to  show  its  origin. 
The  directors  of  the  association  are  W.  T. 
Garrett  (president),  I).  F.  Risk  (vice-pres- 
ident). Gecirge  ¥.  Woodworth,  (secretary), 
P.  C.  Miller,  H.  \\'oodford,  S.  McKelvie, 
John  Bollin.  C.  E.  Tennant  and  O.  S.  Hotch- 
kin,  treasurer  of  the  association. 

Mr.  \\'on(l\vorth  married  Miss  ]\Iary 
Swearingen.  in  iX7<),  and  she  died  without 
issue.   Xovemher  4,    1896. 


JACOB  FALKXER. 

The  quiet,  unassuming,  progressive  citi- 
zens of  our  agricultural  districts,  men  al- 
ways read\-  to  do  their  dut\',  but  seldom 
pniminent  personality  in  jnihlic  notice,  are 
the  backbone  of  the  nation.  They  are  not 
only  workers  but  producers,  and  when  occa- 
sion demands  they  are  soldiers,  firm  of 
ner\-e  and  sure  of  aim.  Such  a  steady-go- 
ing and  reliable  citizen  is  Jacob  Falkner,  of 
Lincoln  townshi]),  Xoda\\a\-  county,  whose 
postoftice  address  is  I'llmo,  and  a  brief  ac- 
count of  whose  life  it  will  be  attempted  to 
gi\e  fairly  and  impartially  in  the  following 
paragra])hs. 

Jacob  i'alkner  was  born  in  Darke  county, 
Ohio.  June  f).  184^;.  a  son  of  Christian  and 
Elizabeth  (  Teaford  1  h'alkner.  His  father 
and  mother  were  both  born  in  Ohio,  and  it 
is  a  coincidence  that  Jacob  1^'alkner  and  W'ill- 
iam  McKinley  were  born  in  the  same  state 
and  in  the  same  year.  Christian  and  Eliza- 
beth Falkner  hatl  eight  children,  as  follows, 
named  in  the -order  of  birth:  David  A.,  a 
member  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment.  Ohio 
\  olunteer  Infantry,  who  was  killed  in  ac- 
tion at  LibertN'.  \  irginia:    Iac(_ib,  the  imme- 


diate subject  of  this  sketch  ;  William,  who 
is  dead:  Anna:  Aaron:  (ieorge,  a  resident 
of  X'^odaway  county ;  Rebecca,  Joseph,  and 
Christian,  Jr.,  now  deceased.  Christian 
Falkner,  a  life-long  Democrat,  died  at  the 
age  of  se\enty  years,  on  his  farm  in  Andrew 
county,  Missouri,  his  widow,  aged  eighty- 
one,  is  a  member  of  the  household  of  her 
son  Jacob. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
a  farm  in  Darke  county.  Ohio,  and  educated 
in  the  ])ul)lic  schools.  The  fact  that  oppor- 
tunities in  his  childhood  and  boyhood  were 
.greater  for  the  development  of  muscle  than 
of  brains  has  not  prevented  him  from  lie- 
coming  a  well  read  man,  conversant  with  all 
questions  of  public  interest.  He  chopped  and 
cleared  land  and  attended  log-rollings  and 
participated  in  pioneer  life  in  all  its  phases. 
In  1862,  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment,  Ohio 
\'olunteer  Infantry,  and  in  that  organization 
and  in  the  Twenty-third  Regiment  Ohio 
Veteran  Reserves,  he  saw  three  years'  ardu- 
ous service  and  made  an  enviable  record  as 
a  brave  and  trustworthy  soldier.  His  first 
experience  under  fire  was  at  Dutton  Hill, 
Kentucky.  Then  he  fought  at  Hazel  Green, 
Kentucky,  and  at  Knoxville.  Tennessee. 
After  this  he  was  taken  ill  and  was  sent  to 
Louisville.  Kentucky,  on  the  hospital  boat 
Joe  Holt.  He  was  for  a  time  in  a  hospital 
camp,  then  was  sent  to  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  soldiers  were  needed  for  relief  ser- 
vice. Thence  he  was  sent  to  Grand  Rapids 
and  to  Grand  Haven,  ^Michigan,  and  later 
he  was  sent  to  .Milwaukee  and  aftei^ward  to 
Madison.  Wisconsin. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  ser\  ice, 
IMr.  I'alkner  was  married,  at  Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin,  June  i'l,  i8r)5.  to  Miss  Juliette 
Cline,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
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lliat  cit}'.  Miss  Cline  was  the  dang^hter  of 
]\Iicliael  Cline.  a  solider  in  tlie  Seventeenth 
^\'isconsin  Regiment,  who  ihed  at  Milwau- 
kee about  twelve  years  agd.  Mr.  Falkner 
and  his  wife  took  up  their  residence  at 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  remained  there 
about  a  }-ear.  Later  they  Ii\-ed  for  about 
five  years  in  l)a\'is  countv,  Iowa,  and  then 
removed  to  Andrew  count}-.  Missouri.  There 
they  lived  until  1890.  when  they  came  to 
Xodawa}'  count\-  and  located  on  their  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Lincoln  township, 
where  they  have  developed  a  good  home, 
with  a  comfortable  dwelling  and  am])Je  l)arns 
and  outbuildings.  Mr.  h^alkner's  land  em- 
bracing an  orchard  and  fields  devoted  to 
crop  raising  and  to  ])asturage,  with  jilenty 
of  good  standing  timber. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falkner  have  two  claugh- 
ttrs:  Hilary  E.,  the  wife  of  Parker  Dewey, 
of  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  who  lias  a 
daughter  named  Ruby  Dewey  :  and  Cora,  the 
wife  of  D.  ]\L  Tudder,  of  .Vndrew  county. 
Missouri.  Mrs.  Falkner  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church.  Mr.  P'alkner  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  strong  McKinle}-  man.  fully  in 
accor<l  with  the  president's  policx'  on  all  im- 
portant questions.  He  is  a  member  of  Mar- 
shall Post.  Xo.  162,  Cirand  .\rmy  of  the 
Republic,  of  the  department  of  Misr^ouri, 
and  as  a  citizen  is  ]niblic-spirited  and  pop- 
ular. 


JOHX  A.  LOGAX. 

There  are  manv  (|uiet.  persevering,  cour- 
teous citizens  of  ex'ery  community  who  are 
never  very  conspicuous.  l)ut  who  are  always 
doing  such  good  work  as  their  hands  and 
brains  find  to  do.  and  who.  as  a  class,  do  m-jre 
for  the  aiUanccment  of  the  public  interest 
than  many  who  figure  as  leaders.     Such  an 


unassuming,  eminently  useful,  always  re- 
liable citizen  is  the  gentleman  whose  career  it 
is  now  in  order  to  consider. 

John  -\.  Logan.  ( ireen  t(]wnshi]i.  Xoda- 
way  county,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  en- 
terprising citizens  of  this  county,  where  he 
located  in  t86o.  He  was  born  in  l>oone 
county.  Missom-i.  Septeml)er  i.  1844,  a  son 
of  Jolm  B.  Logan.  His  father  was  born  in 
Henry  county.  Kentucky  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Logan.  The"  Logans  are  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry,  who.  since  the  earliest  history 
of  the  United  States,  have  been  noted  for 
their  industry  and  intelligence,  making  use- 
ful citizens  in  time  of  ]:eace  and  true  ])at- 
ri(.)ts  in  time  of  war. 

John  L>.  Logan  was  reared  in  Henry 
county.  Kentucky,  and  li\e(l  there  imtil  his 
removal  to  Misonri.  .\rriving  at  the  age  of 
manhood,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Hulen,  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  daughter 
of  Taylor  Hulen.  who  also  \vas  of  a  Ken- 
tucky family.  John  P..  and  Anna  L(tgan  were 
the  parents  of  twehe  children.  ele\-en  of 
whom,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  The  first  born. 
JMarv.  died  in  infancy.  The  names  of  the 
others  are:  William  I'..:  Larinda:  l-'lizabetli. 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  I>.  L.  Holt 
and  came  to  this  count)-  with  her  Inrsband 
forty  years  ago  and  resided  here  and  w;is 
well  and  favoralilv  kmiwn  until  her  death: 
James  R.;  Millie;  John  .\.,  suliject  of  tins 
sketch;  Hiram.  Margaret,  Martha.  Richard 
and  Joe.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  \cars,  while  on  a  business  trip  in  Ken- 
tuckv.  of  cholera,  wliich  was  then  ,-ui  epi- 
demic in  that  state.  The  mother  is  living  in 
Green  township,  now  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  The  father  \\;is  jiolitically  a 
Whig,  during  the  palmy  days  of  that  ])artv, 
and  an  ardent  adnnrer  of  I  lenrv  Clav.     In 
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relis'ion  lie  was  attaclied  to  the  Christian 
cliurcli. 

John  .\.  Lnjran  caiiic  tn  \'ii(hi\\a\-  cnuiuv 
when  a  Ijoy,  with  his  brother-in-law,  B.  L. 
Holt,  and  grew-  to  manhood  among  the  prim- 
itive surroundings  of  early  days  here,  work- 
ii^g  on  the  farm  an<l  receiving  such  educati'in 
as  the  schools  of  the  day  afforded.  During 
the  war  he  served  for  a  time  in  the  militia. 
In  1871  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  and  the 
following  year  he  broke  a  portion  of  it,  thus 
beginning  the  improvement  of  his  jiresent 
home  farm.  Mr.  Logan  now  has  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  land, 
well  improved,  a  good  house,  well,  shade 
trees  and  i^asture,  and  is  engaged  success- 
ful}' in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1879  Mr.  Logan  married  Miss  Cora 
LIuft'.  a  daughter  of  Allan  B.  Huff,  deceased, 
and  Isabella  Huff,  of  Quitman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Logan  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Helen,  Blaine  and  James  .\.  I'olit- 
icall}-,  Mr.  Logan  is  a  Republican,  as  were 
all  of  the  si.x  sc_)ns  of  the  familw  but  he  ne\er 
has  tried  to  gain  jjolitical  distinction,  lie  is 
a  man  of  sixty  years,  but  time  has  so  kindly 
touched  him  that  he  appears  much  younger. 
As  a  ctizen  he  is  much  honored  and  es- 
teemed; as  a  gentleman  he  is  courteous  and 
friendly,  drawing  tow  aril  him  niagneticall_\ 
all  who  meet  him. 


ABR.\H.\.M  MLRRILL.     ^ 

This  honored  x'eteran  of  llie  Ci\il  war 
and  representati\e  farmer  of  Xoda\\a\' 
count}-,  was  born  in  \\'a\ne  countw  .\ew 
\'ork.  A[)ril  3.  1843,  a  son  of  Rijiley  and 
Maria  (Vanalstine )  Merrill,  also  natives  of 
New  York  and  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  .\braliam  X'anal- 
stine,  belonged  to  a  (iermau   famil}-  of  the 


Mohawk  valley.  He  was  a  soldier  of  tlie 
Revolutionary  war  and  a  farmer  by  occu- 
]jation.  In  his  family  were  four  children : 
Jacob,  Peter,  Evaline  and  Maria.  About 
1849  the  father  of  our  subject  moved  with 
Ids  family  to  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  and 
took  up  a  tract  of  government  laml,  which 
he  transformed  into  a  gocjd  farm,  making 
his  home  thereon  until  called  from  this  life 
in  1894,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  He  was  a  plain,  honest  farmer, 
highly  respected  l)y  all  who  knew  him,  and 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodi.st 
church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
She  died  in  1895.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
_\-ears.  They  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  namely:  George  H.,  now  a  retired 
business  man  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  Will- 
iam, a  farmer;  Abraham,  our  subject;  Har- 
vey, Albert  and  John,  all  farmers;  Mrs. 
Xancy  Hilton;  Mrs.  Lucy  Blackmore,  de- 
ceased; Mrs.  Lucinda  Howe;  Mrs.  Susan 
:SIoffitt;  and  Mrs.  Alice  Brooks.  With  the 
e.xception  of  one  all  are  still  living,  but  our 
subject  is  the  only  one  residing  in  .Missouri. 
John,  Harvey  and  Xancy  make  their  home 
in  Kansas. 

On  the  home  farm  Abraham  Merrill 
grew  to  manhood  and  accpiired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  In  i86j  he  joined 
the  "boys  in  blue"  of  Company  E,  Twenty- 
second  Wisconsin  ^'olunteer  Infantry, 
which  was  first  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  but  was  later  transferred  to  the 
Second  Brigade.  Third  Division,  Twentieth 
.Vrmy  Corps.  J  le  was  in  active  service  three 
vears  and  was  in  many  hotly  contested  en- 
gagements. His  hrst  battle  was  at  Thom])- 
son  Station,  and  his  second  at  Pirentwooil, 
Tennessee,  where  with  three  hundred  of  his 
regiment  he  was  taken  prisoner  b\-  rebel 
cax'alrv.     Thev    were    marched    fortv-eight 
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hours  without  rest  or  a  niDUthtul  tn  eat.  and 
were  then  given  only  two  hiun>'  rest  and 
about  three  bites  of  corn  liread.  ]~)uring'  the 
next  twent\--four  hours  they  were  attain 
upoy  the  marcli  without  food,  and  then  went 
iiito  camp,  where  they  recei\ed  some  corn 
meal,  ground  coli  and  all.  Later  they  were 
put  on  a  train  and  sent  to  Libhy  ])rison. 
Richmond,  Virginia,  where,  on  account  of 
illness  and  bad  treatment,  ;\lr.  Merrill's 
hearing  became  imjjaired,  and  so  remains. 
Subsequently  the  privates  were  paroled  and 
sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  hut  the 
officers  were  still  retained.  At  the  end  of 
about  a  month  spent  in  St.  Louis,  INIr.  Aler- 
rill  went  with  his  command  to  IMurfrees- 
boro,  where  he  did  guard  duty  nine  months, 
and  was  then  legally  exchanged.  His  com- 
mand joined  Sherman's  army  at  Chatta- 
nooga and  participated  in  the  Atlanta 
■campaign  and  the  march  to  the  sea  and 
through  the  Carolinas.  After  the  surrender 
of  Lee  and  Johnston,  the\'  proceeded  to 
\\'ashington  and  took  part  in  the  grand  re- 
view in  that  city.  Air.  Merrill  was  then 
nnistered  out  and  discharged  at  Milwaukee, 
June  12,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  Wisconsin  home,  he 
worked  in  tiie  woods  by  the  month  one  win- 
ter, and  in  1867  came  to  Nodaway  ccnuity, 
Missouri,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  nnimpro\ed  ])rairie  land. 
Two  years  later  he  married  Aliss  Sarah 
Seamans,  who  was  born  in  Kane  count}-, 
illinois,  March  1,  185 1,  a  daughter  of 
CloN'is  and  Mary  (  \\'alters )  Seam;uis,  na- 
tix'es  of  New  ^'ol•k  and  New  Jersew  re- 
spectively. Jler  ])alernal  grand fatlier,  Clav- 
ton  Seamans,  was  a  merchant  and  farmer  of 
New  York.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
Illinois,  and  in  1867  came  to  Missouri,  lo- 
cating upon   land   which    the    father    i)ur- 


chased  in  Nodaway  county,  where  he  died 
in  1875.  In  early  life  he  followed  school- 
teaching,  hut  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
career  engaged  in  farming.  His  wife  still 
snr\i\"es  him  and  makes  her  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Merrill.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belonged.  Their  chiUlren  were  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  our  subject:  Roxana,  the  wife 
of  L.  C.  Powell,  a  Methodist  minister,  who 
was  located  at  Colorado  City,  Colorado, 
four  years;  and  U'illiam  C,  a  farmer  of 
Kentucky.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  have  six 
children:  Alice,  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Carmi- 
chael :  Carrie,  the  wife  of  H.  S.  Cochrane; 
Cora,  the  wife  of  D.  Hubbard;  Charles  N., 
a  farmer  of  this  county:  and  Alabel  and 
George,  both  at  home. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Merrill  contiinied  to  work  for  others  and 
then  located  upon  his  farm,  where  he  erect- 
ed a  small  house,  which  has  since  been  re- 
placed by  a  good  two-story  frame  residence. 
A  barn  and  other  outbuildings  ha\-e  also 
been  erected,  an  orchard  set  out.  and  the 
land  placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  Air. 
Alerrill  raises  some  stock.  1\\  his  ballot  and 
influence  he  supix)rts  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  cared  for  ofificial  honors.  He 
receives  a  small  pension  in  compensation 
for  his  arduous  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  is  to-da}'  an  honored  member  of  the 
Crand  Army  ])ost  at  Maryville. 


LANMLLE  A.  BROWN. 

Through  many  centuries  the  history  of 
countries  were  largely  records  of  wars 
waged  for  preser\-ation  or  for  conquests,  but 
with  advancing  civilization  change  has  come 
in  the  public  records  and  now  histor}'  is 
formed  by  the  account  of  business  activity 
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and  Ijy  tlie  prowess  of  men  in  commercial, 
agricultural  and  professional  life.  Those 
who  are  most  prominent  in  a  cinimunitv  are 
they  who  contribute  to  the  general  ui)l)uild- 
ing  by  promoting  business  affairs  and  thus 
making  possible  a  higher  civilization.  Class- 
ified with  the  leading  merchants  and  reliable 
residents  of  Maryville  is  Lan\"ille  A.  Brown, 
a  member  of  the  firm  ^>{  lirnun  llrothers. 
(iealers  in  furniture.  He  has  resided  in  this 
cit_\-  only  three  years.  Init  is  already  well 
kn(.)\\n,  having  the  public  Ci  mtidence,  ihn  >ugh 
his  correct  business  methods  and  his  fidelity 
to  upright  principles  in  trade. 

Mr.  Brown  was  horn  in  Shelby  county, 
Kentucky,  November  iS,  1867.  His  father. 
Archie  Brown,  is  niiw  a  retired  resident  of 
Maryville.  The  Brown  famiK  was  founded 
in  America  by  ancestrv  who  left  the  north  of 
Ireland  and  settled  in  Snutli  Carolina,  in 
1797.  Archie  Brown  is  a  grandsun  of  a 
Mr.  Huddleson.  one  ni  the  hemes  of  the 
Kevolution.  The  grandfather  nf  nur  sub- 
ject, Lanville  A.  Brown.  Sr..  was  born  in 
Edgefield  district  of  South  Carolina,  in  1801, 
and  at  an  early  period  in  the  dexelopment  of 
Kentucky  remo\-ed  to  that  state,  where  oc- 
curred the  birth  of  his  miu  Archie,  who  is  a 
nati\'e  of  Nicholas  Cdunty,  burn  in  1839.  The 
latter  resided  for  a  time  in  Bath  cnu.vty,  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  identified  with  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  community.  In  the  upris- 
ing of  the  citizens  that  took  place  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  with  the  federal 
forces  and  served  under  (ieneral  Nelson. 
He  married  Martha  Hall,  a  daughter  of  J. 
W.  Hall,  a  farmer  of  Shelby  ccmnty,  and 
they  became  the  parents  uf  the  fnllowing 
children:  Lanville  .\. ;  Cliarles  A.;  Minnie, 
the  wife  nf  W.  S.  IJaskett,  of  Daviess  county, 
MissMuri  ;  Alice:  Ann;i.  the  wife  of  (',.  W. 
CJromer,  of  Daxiess  ci unity:  b^seph  I-".,  wlu) 


is  a  meml)er  of  the  firm  of  Brown  Brothers; 
W.  E.,  a  resilient  of  Centrx'  county,  this 
state ;  and  Lela. 

Lanville  A.  Brown,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  spent  his  boyhood  •ii\)on 
his  father's  farm  and  worked  in  the  fields 
through  the  sunny  days  of  summer,  follow- 
ing the  plow  as  it  turned  the  furrows  prepar- 
atory to  the  spring  planting.  However,  he 
preferred  cnmmercial  life  and  began  business 
on  his  own  account  at  McFall,  Missouri,  in 
1888,  as  a  dealer  in  furniture.  He  left  Ken- 
tucky with  a  small  capital  and  invested  it  in 
a  stock  of  furniture  and  undertaking  goods. 
For  nine  \ears  he  carried  on  operations 
there,  but  saw  a  l)roader  field  of  labor  in 
1897,  choosing  Alaryville  as  the  scene  of  his 
efforts.  Coming  to  this  cit\',  he  entered  into 
liartnership  with  his  bmther,  they  becoming 
successors  nf  the  well-known  tirm  of  Brink 
&  Frank,  furniture  dealers.  Tliev  now  con- 
trol a  large  and  well  selectetl  stock  which  en- 
ables them  to  command  an  e.xcellent  trade, 
antl  their  faithful  adherence  to  correct  bus- 
iness princii)les  has  insured  them  the  conti- 
dence  of  the  jHiblic  and  wdii  for  them  ;in  en- 
x'iabie  reputation. 

In  I'ebruary,  1894.  in  lulwardsville.  Illi- 
nois. Mr.  IJrown  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Eva  M.  Rockwell.  ;i  daughter  of  (i.  W. 
Rockwell,  a  farmer  of  .St.  Clair  county,  that 
state.  The\'  have  one  child,  l.anxille  Rock- 
well. In  .Mary\ille  they  ha\e  alreadv  gained 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  the  hospitality 
of  many  of  the  best  homes  is  extended  to 
them. 

Mr.  Ilriiwii  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternit}-  and  is  past  chancellor 
of  his  lodge.  He  holds  membershii)  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  in  i)olitic;il  circles 
his  Republicanism  is  well  known.  He  sup- 
ported Harrison  and  Mcl\inle\'  and  has  taken 
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an  acti\e  interest  in  tlie  wnrk  of  liis  party 
since  eighteen  years  nf  age.  In  tlie  spring 
of  1900  he  was  nominated  im  the  Repuhli- 
can  ticket  for  alderman  of  tiie  second  ward 
of  Maryville,  and.  although  the  Democrats 
carried  the  election  generally,  he  received 
majority  of  the  votes,  being  the  unly  Repub- 
lican! alderman  elected.  This  fact  is  certain- 
ly an  indication  of  his  popularity  as  a  citi- 
zen and  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  bv  his 
fellow  townsmen.  His  ijublic  spirit  is  wide- 
ly recognized  and  his  de\-otion  to  the  public 
good  is  above  ciuestion.  He  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity along  social,  material,  uitellectual  ami 
moral  lines.  He  is  loyal  and  patriotic,  and 
while  he  is  in  thoroug-h  sympathy  with  Re- 
publican principles  be  places  country  before 
party  and  public  good  before  self-aggran- 
dizement. As  his  circle  of  accpiaintances 
has  extended  his  circle  of  friends  has  corres- 
pondingly increased. 


JOHN    GR.W'ES. 

It  is  ai\\a}'s  l)oth  pleasing  and  edifx'ing  to 
read  the  record  of  the  life  of  a  successful 
self-made  man,  and  such  a  record  cannot  but 
be  a  smirce  of  encouragement  to  young  men 
just  entering  upon  the  real  battle  of  life. 
There  is  much  in  the  career  of  Mr.  (iraves  to 
give  hope  to  such, — \ery  much  in  the  ^ub 
stantial  reward  of  his  industry,  integritv  and 
perseverance. — to  pro\e  the  wisdoiu  of  the 
principles  by  which  he  has  been  go\erned  in 
the  struggle  for  success  which  be  has  made 
so  manfully  and  so  victoriousl)-. 

John  Graves  was  born  in  Vinton  county. 
Ohio,  March  4,  1841.  a  son  of  Edmund  and 
Amy  (Clark)  (Iraves.  Edmund  (Ira\es  was 
a  son  of  James  and   Sarah  (lra\es.      [ames 


Ciraves  was  descended  from  iMiglish  ances- 
tors and  was  a  native  of  \'irginia.  His  wife 
also  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion.  They 
located  early  in  that  part  of  Jackson  county, 
Ohio,  now  included  in  \'inton  county,  and 
there  lived  their  alloted  days  and  passed 
away,  and  there  also  Edmund  Graves  grew 
up  and  married  a  daughter  of  James  Clark,, 
one  of  the  earlier  settlers  in  what  is  now 
\'inton  count\".  lulmund  and  Amv  (Clark) 
(ira\es  had  four  children;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  \\  illiam  Dickson,  of  Davis  county,  Iowa; 
Jane,  who  married  Warren  Chaffee,  and  li\es 
in  I'l  ittawatoniie  count\',  Kansas;  John,  anil 
Albert,  who  is  deceased.  The  mother,  who 
was  a  model  woman  of  goodness  and  a  de- 
vout ^letbodist,  died  in  X'inton  countyv 
Ohio,  when  scarcel\-  jxtst  middle  age.  The 
father  married  again  ^nd  l)y  his  second  mar- 
riage had  three  children:  Eunice,  who  li\es 
in  Eort  WUrth,  Te.xas ;  Belle,  who  married 
J.  W.  Hall  anil  also  lives  in  the  Done  Star 
State:  and  Charles,  a  well-known  resident 
of  Xodaway  count\-,  Missouri.  Edmund, 
Graves  died  in  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  I'nlitically  he  was  a  Democrat. 
He  was  a  de\iiut  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Alethodist  church,  a  good  neighbor  and  a 
useful  citizen. 

lulmund  Gra\-es  was  a  pioneer  in  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  located  with  his 
family,  in  1N34.  Julin  passed  his  childhood 
\v  \'inton  countw  (  Miio.  and  was  thirteen 
\'e;irs  old  when  lie  was  taken  to  Illinois,, 
where  he  hnished  his  education  in  the  public 
sclioiils  and  learned  to  do  all  kinds  of  farm 
work.  1  le  has  \i\i(l  recollections  of  trips  to 
Peoria,  thirty  miles  ;iway.  where  the  grain 
raised  on  the  .Stark  county  farm  was  taken 
to  market,  and  he  also  sold  dressed  ])ork  there 
;u  two  dollars  a  hundred  weight.  He  was. 
married  July  4.    \H()_[.   [n   Rebecca    Hum.   a 
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young  woman  of  intelligence  and  companion- 
able qualities,  who  made  him  a  worthy  help- 
meet. Mrs.  Graves  was  horn  at  ^lartins- 
l)urg.  Bedford  county,  Pensnylvania,  Jan- 
uar\-  15,  1845.  She  was  three  years  old  when 
her  mother,  iicc  Mary  Rhodes,  died,  in  Knox 
Cdunty.  Illinois,  where  the  family  had  re- 
moved in  1847  from  Pennsyh-ania,  and  she 
\ias  taken  to  Stark  county,  Illinois,  and 
ad(i]>te(l  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jefferson  Trickle, 
then  a  young  couple,  who  treated  her  in  all 
things  as  their  own  child  and  ga\e  her  a  good 
home  until  her  marriage. 

Henry  Hum,  her  father,  in  1854.  went 
overland  to  California  and  there  engaged  in 
mining.  He  made  the  journey  across  the 
plains,  then  infested  by  Indians  and  wild 
l)easts,  with  an  ox  team  and  was  mme  than 
six  months  en  route.  He  and  has  party  were 
obliged  to  ford  streams  and  make  their  way 
tlirough  tortuous  mnuntain  passes,  and 
killed  buffalo  and  other  game  by  the  way, 
for  subsistance.  Not  meeting  with  success 
as  a  miner,  he  eventually  turned  soldier  and 
fought  Indians  in  the  far  west  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  a 
California  regiment  and  ser\ed  three  years 
on  the  frontier.  After  the  war  (in  1865) 
Mr.  Hum  went  to  Illinois  to  see  his  children, 
but  soon  emigrated  to  Kansas  and  >ettled 
in  Doniphan  county,  where  he  took  u])  the 
•career  of  a  farmer.  He  died  there,  at  the  age 
-of  seventy-six.  Mr.  Hum  was  of  (ierman 
ancestry  ami  was  born  in  I'ennsyKania.  His 
f;,tlier.  John  Hum.  spelled  the  familv  nam; 
Ilamm.  Mrs.  ('>ra\es"  brother,  John  Hum, 
served  his  country  in  the  Ci\il  war  as  a  sol- 
dier, and  he  is  now  a  resident  of  iiurlington 
Junction,  Nodaway  countw  where  lie  has  a 
good  home.  (See  sketch  elsewhere.)  Her 
brother,  Michael  Hum,  bxcs  at  Timb.-iwa, 
Oklahoma    territorx.      Her   sister    .Mar\.    is 


the  wife  of  Robert  Finley.  of  Hiawatha, 
Kansas.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
John  and  Rebecca  (Hum)  Graves.  Their 
oldest  son,  Jefferson  T..  married  Margaret 
Ferguson  and  they  live  on  a  farm  adjoining 
the  home  farm  of  Mr.  Graves;  Edith  mar- 
ried W.  P.  Neft,  of  Nodaway  township; 
Mary  married  Samuel  Jones,  of  Green  town- 
ship, and  Emma  B.  and  Hattie  are  success- 
ful teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Noda- 
way county,  and  liefore  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Neft  made  an  enviable  record  as  an  educator 
in  the  county  schools. 

Mr.  (ira\-es  farmed  in  .Stark  ci:>unty,  Illi- 
nois, until  1885.  when  he  sold  his  farm  there 
and  came  to  Nodaway  township,  Nodaway 
count}-,  where  he  bought  the  farm  of  F.  Bai- 
num.  one  of  the  most  valuable  thereabout. 
He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  forty-four 
acres,  including  plow  land,  meadow  and  pas- 
ture land,  with  hue  buildings  for  all  pur- 
poses, well  fenced  and  hedged  and  produc- 
tive of  the  usual  farm  cro])s  as  well  as  small 
fruits.  He  gives  much  attention  to  stock. 
.\  Democrat  in  political  faith,  he  is  one  of 
the  s(jlid  men  of  his  part  of  the  county  and 
one  of  the  most  public  spirited  and  influen- 
tial. Mr.  and  j\lrs.  Graves  are  members 
of  the  C  hristian  church,  always  helpful  to  all 
its  interests  and  zealous  for  its  .growth  and 
prosperity. 

THOMAS  W.  G.\L"\  r. 
Thomas  W  .  Gaunt,  the  pioneer  nursery- 
man of  northwestern  Missouri,  lias  estab- 
lished a  business  that  has  ])ro\ed  of  great 
benefit  to  the  community,  at  the  same  time 
advancing  his  individual  prosperity  until  he 
is  known  as  one  of  the  afiluent  men  of  his 
portion  of  the  slate.  He  was  born  in  Staf- 
i'ordsliire.  luigland.  .\pril  4.  1830.  His 
father.  Thomas  (iaunt.  was  a  gardener  .and 
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also  carried  on  farming"  on  a  limited  scale. 
He  worked  at  the  tailor's  trade,  and  later, 
through  his  son's  connection  with  the  same 
business,  became  connected  with  a  small 
fruit  and  nursery  business.  He  married 
Catherine  \\'oolIy  and  had  five  children,  the 
eldest  being  Thomas  \V.  Gaunt. 

The  subject  nf  this  re\'iew  pursued  his 
education  in  the  Episcopal  day  schools  of  his 
native  county.  Manifesting  a  special  fond- 
ness for  music,  he  studied  its  principles  and 
when  a  boy  possessed  superior  vocal  powers. 
He  was  also  especially  fond  of  books  and 
read  eagerly  everything  bearing  upon  the 
United  States,  and  this  inspired  in  him  a  love 
of  the  Republic,  and  long  before  he  found 
it  possible  of  accomplishment  he  had  deter- 
mined to  become  one  day  a  resident  of  the 
United  States.  As  he  grew  older  he  formed 
his  plans  for  severing  his  connection  with 
England,  and  in  1853  took  passage  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel  bound  for  New  York,  anchor  be- 
ing dropped  after  five  weeks  and  three  days 
in  the  harbor  of  the  metropolis. 

In  the  spring  of  1854  he  joined  some 
friends  in  Macoml),  Illinois.  He  associated 
himself  with  Mr.  Franklin  in  the  nursery 
business  and  removed  to  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  planted  his  first  seeds  as 
soon  as  the  ground  could  be  prepared  for 
their  reception.  He  soon  discovered,  how- 
ever, that  the  soil  in  that  locality  was  too 
wet  for  the  business  and  he  begun  to  search 
for  a  more  favorable  location.  This  he 
found  in  Nodaway  county,  for  the  land  at 
Maryville  and  \-icinity  was  high  and  rich, 
and  in  1856  he  came  hither,  planting  a  small 
tract  where  the  Licber  greenhouse  now 
stands.  The  following  year  he  located  on 
his  present  farm,  to  which  he  soon  trans- 
ferred all  of  his  business  interests.  His 
initiatory  preparation  consisted  in  ditching. 


tiling,  plowing  and  building,  and  when  the 
tract  was  considered  properly  drained  it  was 
found  that  he  had  six  car  loads  of  tile  in 
the  ground.  His  first  actual  work  upon  the 
farm  was  the  hauling  of  rock  witli  an  ox 
team,  the  stone  being  used  to  wall  a  well 
and  to  furnish  a  base  for  his  bachelor  shanty. 
In  the  s]jring  of  1859  his  first  trees  were 
placed  upon  the  market  and  since  that  time 
his  nursery  has  been  a  leading  enterprise  in 
the  business  affairs  of  Maryville. 

The  principles  which  he  has  followed 
have  been  such  as  commend  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  all.  Early  in  his  ca- 
reer he  recognized  honesty  as  the  best  policy 
and  has  made  that  adage  one  of  the  rules  of 
his  life.  He  has  never  allowed  damaged  or 
imperfect  stock  to  leave  his  premises,  and  the 
quality  of  the  trees  that  he  has  sent  out  has 
secured  a  liberal  and  c<intinued  patronage. 
His  business  has  steadily  increased  and  in 
all  sections  of  the  United  States  are  seen  or- 
chards which  have  grown  fruit  trees  furn- 
ished from  his  nursery.  For  forty-tw<j 
years  he  gave  to  the  business  his  personal 
supervision,  and  then,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  he  placed  his  enterprise  in  the  hands 
of  a  foreman,  in  1898.  He  is  still,  however, 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  best 
methods  of  growing  trees  and  fruit,  and  dis- 
cusses theories  and  problems  for  progress 
in  tree  culture  with  the  intelligence  and  con- 
fidence of  his  younger  days.  His  opinions 
are  widely  recognized  as  authority  on  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  nursery  Inisiness 
and  he  has  furnished  man\-  contril)utions  to 
nursery  publications. 

In  1861  Mr.  Gaunt  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  A.  Costello.  They  had 
four  cliildren,  namely:  Josephine,  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Powers,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  L'tah; 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Fred  C.  Miller,  of 
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Puget  sound,  Wasliington;  and  Carrie  and 
Ruljy,  wlio  are  with  their  father,  Mrs. 
daunt,  their  motlier,  having  died  No\-ember 
]_',  1900.  For  many  years  the  family  lias 
occupied  a  leading  position  in  social  circles 
in  this  locality,  their  friends  being  almost 
equal  in  number  with  their  acquaintances. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Gaunt 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Cnion  cause 
and  manifested  his  loyalty  by  entering  the 
country's  service  as  captain  of  Company  G, 
of  the  Thirty-sixth  Missouri  Regiment.  His 
command  was  mostly  engaged  in  scouting 
and  in  keeping  in  subjection  the  small  bands 
of  Confederates  traversing  the  state.  He 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party  and  feels  that  he  has  just  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  administration,  which  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  industrial  and  commercial 
■change  that  has  occurred  in  the  couiUrv  be- 
tween the  years  1896  and  J900.  It  is  the 
practical  business  men  of  the  day  who  are 
most  competent  to  judge  of  the  nation's  con- 
dition and  welfare.  Mr.  Gaunt  recognizes 
that  this  is  an  era  of  prosperity,  such  as  was 
not  enjoyed  under  the  Democratic  regime. 
■Socially  Mr.  Gaunt  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Masons  in  Maryville.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  If  one 
should  wish  to  seek  in  his  career  the  causes 
that  have  led  to  his  success,  they  will  be 
found  along  the  lines  of  well  tried  and  old- 
time  maxims.  Honesty  and  fair  dealing, 
promptness,  usefulness,  fidelity, — all  those  \ 
are  strictly  enforced  and  adhered  to. 


C.   P.   HARRIS. 
Few  men  in  this  section  of  the  county 
Jiave  a  wider  acquaintance  than  C.  P.  Har- 
ris, a  grain  buyer,  who  is  acting  as  the  gen- 


eral manager  for  the  firm  of  Grigg  Brothers, 
proprietors  of  the  elevators  and  grain  busi- 
ness at  \\'estboro.  He  has  excellent  busi- 
ness qualifications  and  this  enables  him  to 
fill  an  important  position  and  promote  the 
[)rosperity  of  his  employers.  A  native  of 
Marshall  county,  Illinois,  he  was  born  for- 
':}-one  years  ago.  His  father,  William  Har- 
ris, is  a  well-known  business  man  of  Cres- 
ton.  Union  county,  Iowa,  having  been  con- 
nected with  mercantile  pursuits  there  for 
many  years  as  a  general  merchant.  He  be- 
tame  an  earl}-  settler  of  Marshall  county, 
Illinois,  remo\'ing  thither  from  Ohio.  His 
father,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
an  honored  pioneer  of  the  Prairie  state  and 
sor\ciI  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  William 
Harris  was  married  in  Marshall  county,  Illi- 
nois, to  Catherine  Christian,  a  representa- 
ti\-e  of  a  well  known  and  highly  respected 
taniih-  of  Indiana,  where  she  was  born  and 
s|;ent  a  ])ortion  of  her  girlhood.  William 
Harris  is  now  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and 
■IS  the  result  of  his  well  directed  eiiforts  in 
business  afifairs  he  is  the  possessor  of  a 
lianclsome  competence.  He  has  five  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  three  daughters,  name- 
ly :  C.  I'. ;  William,  who  is  employed  in  the 
store  of  D.  Dunlap;  Anna  Nichols,  of  Glen- 
wood,  Nebraska ;  Mrs.  Lillie  Ford,  of 
('■ene\a,  Nebraska;  and  Mrs.  Clara  Bird,  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

C.  P.  Harris,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  spent  the  (lays  of  his  childhood 
and  vonth  in  Illinois  and  Iowa,  and  the  pub- 
he  schools  afi'orded  him  his  educational 
privileges.  His  business  training  was  re- 
ceived under  tlie  direction  of  his  father, 
whom  he  assisted  in  the  store.  He  after- 
ward worked  tor  an  uncle,  John  Christian, 
ui  Hamburg,  Iowa,  who  was  engaged  in 
the    grain    business.       Subsequently,    how- 
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tver,  he  returned  to  his  fatlicr's  store  and 
was  there  empl<^)ved  until  1882.  when  lie 
came  to  W'esthoro  and  began  dealing  in 
grain  at  this  point.  For  the  past  two  years 
he  lias  Ijeen  a  manager  for  the  well  known 
firm  of  Grigg  Brothers,  who  own  the  ele- 
vators at  this  place.  These  lune  a  capacity 
of  five  thousand  bushels.  The  hrm  is  well 
known  for  lionorahle  and  fair  dealing,  a 
reputation  which  is  fully  sustained  by  their 
manager  at  this  point.  Mr.  Harris  is  an 
afl'a1)le  and  genial  gentleman  and  has  the 
confidence  of  all  who  know  liini.  He  has 
luid  many  years  of  experience  in  th;  grain 
trade  and  is  now  thoroughly  cimversant 
with  the  business,  and  is  an  excellent  judge 
of  the  cereals  which  are  brought  him.  For 
two  years  he  has  represented  -  the  firm  with 
which' he  is  now  connected  and  has  liuilt 
up  a  splendid  tratle  in  this  jiart  of  Atchison 
count}-. 

Air.  Harris  was  married,  in  Westboro,  in 
1883,  to  Miss  Mary  McGee,  who  has  been 
to  her  husband  a  faithful  companion  and 
lielpmate  on  life's  journey  since  that  time. 
She  was  born  in  Xew  Jersey  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  east.  Her  father  is  John  Mc- 
Gee. and  her  mother  died  during  her  early 
girlhood.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  hax'e 
been  born  five  interesting  children,  namely : 
Millie,  \\'il]iam  J.,  Allen,  T.  P.  and  Mary. 
In  his  political  affiliations  (jur  subject  is  a 
Democrat  and  is  now  ser\'ing  on  the  school 
board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  representative 
of  the  Inde])endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  ]\Ieth- 
odist  Episcopal  church. 


JOHN  BARRETT. 
Xodaway  county  has  a  no  more  enterpris- 
ing farmer  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  re\iew.      He    was    Ixirn    in 


Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  20, 
184^),  and  was  there  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  His 
parents,  lulniond  an<l  Matilda  (Taylor) 
Barrett,  were  both  natives  of  England,  where 
his  paternal  grandfather,  John  Barrett, 
spent  his  entire  life  as  a  gardener,  farmer 
and  small-fruit  grower.  His  children  were 
John,  Robert,  ^^'illiam,  Eli,  Michael,  James, 
Edmond,  and  Ann  E.,  the  wife  of  T.  Watts. 
Of  this  family  Eli,  Michael,  Etlmond  and 
Ann  came  to  America.  In  1S32,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  Eilmond  Barrett  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  for  a  year  was  employed 
in  a  hotel  in  LTica,  New  York.  A  few 
years  later  he  married  the  widow  of  his 
brother,  Mrs.  Matilda  (Taylor)  Barrett,  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Warren  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
h.eavily  timbered  tract.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife  in  1889,  he  came  to  Missouri  to 
\'isit  his  children,  and  on  his  return  to  Penn-  , 
syh-ania  sold  his  farm  and  made  his  home 
with  his  children  in  this  county  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Feljruary  26,  1896. 
The  mother  was  first  married  in  England, 
her  husband  being  Barrett,  who  died  a  few 
years  after  their  emigration  to  the  United 
States.  B}-  that  union  she  had  five  children  : 
Reuben,  who  was  killed  at  the  age  of  nine 
years ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  H.  Marsh  ;  William, 
a  resident  of  Pennsylvania;  Rhoda,  the  wife 
of  John  Howells;  and  Simeon.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  second  marriage  were  Ellen,  the 
widow  of  A.  D.  Russell,  Sarah,  the  widow 
of  R.  Russell,  and  both  residents  of  this 
county;  Reuben,  John,  James  E.,  Henry  T. 
and  Robert,  all  farmers  of  this  county;  Rose, 
the  wife  of  E.  Abbott,  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
Charles  W  ..  a  resident  of  this  county. 

John  Barrett  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home   farm  and   during  the   Civil   war   re- 
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inained  to  care  for  liis  ])arents  wliile  his 
hnithcrs  entered  tlie  army.  In  'i^J^  lie 
joined  three  iM'otliers  in  Missouri,  where 
they  had  lived  for  some  time,  and  in  part- 
nership with  James  E.  Barrett  bought  a 
farm.  Subsequently  he  purchased  his  broth- 
er's interest  in  the  place,  has  added  to  it, 
and  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he  is.  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  feeding  the  products  of  the  place  to 
his  cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  steadily  pros- 
pered' in  his  new  home  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  his  community.  Po- 
litically he  was  for  many  years  identified 
with  the  Republican  part}-,  but  is  now  a 
Democrat  and  an  advocate  of  free  silver. 
He  is  conected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist church. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1884.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet Roberts,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  cul- 
ture, who  was  born  in  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  August  7,  1850,  a  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Alvina  (Davis)  Roberts,  also 
natives  of  Ohio.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Roberts,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
of  English  ancestry,  and  with  his  family 
moved  to  Ohio,  spending  his  last  days  in 
Highland  county,  tie  was  a  cabinet-maker 
by  trade  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Their  children 
were  John;  Judah;  Abel;  Lewis;  Margaret, 
who  died  unmarried  ;  Joseph ;  Mrs.  Ann  Van 
Pelt;  and  Ephraim.  I\lrs.  Barrett's  mater- 
nal grandfather  was  William  Davis,  a 
farmer  of  (^hio  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  I'riends.  He  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, namelv:  Elliott,  a  resident  of  Mis- 
souri; Alvina,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Barrett; 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  T.  Hinton;  Alonzo,  who 


died     in     Kentucky;    Allen,    iiuw    deceased; 
\\"arren,   a    resident   u\    Kansas;    Elizabeth, 
the   wife    (if   William    MiMniey;     Ellen,    the 
wife  of  Hugh  Turner;   John,    who  died   in 
Libby  prison  during  the  Civil  war;  Daw  sun, 
a  resident  of  Ohio;  and  ^lelissa,  wlio  died 
unmarried.     After    his    marriage    Ephraim 
Roberts    settled    on    a    farm    in     Highland 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  lioiiie  until 
1S66,  when  he  sulci  his  place  and  moved  to 
Holt    ciiunt}-.    ^Missouri.       There    he    pur- 
chased a  poorly  impro\'ed   farm,   which   he 
soon  con\-erted  into  a  good  homestead,  con- 
tinuing his  residence  there  until  called  from 
this  life  Fel)ruary  20,  1899.      His  wife  had 
died   September    10,    189^1.     Their  children 
were  Thomas,   who  died  young;   Lucinda, 
the  wife  of  Robert  Metzger;  Jane,  the  wife 
of  S.   Bender;   Alargaret,   the  wife  of  our 
subject;   Hannah,  the  wife  of   b~dgar   Ben- 
nett, of  liates  ciiunt\',  Missouri;  Anna,  the 
deceased  wife  of  Pleasant  McOuary ;  New- 
ton, a  farmer  of  Holt  county;  William,  now 
in  Alaska;  Candace,  the  wife  of  Peter  Sam- 
uel'son;    Elsworth,    a    resident  of  Oregon; 
Ella;  Frances,  wbo  died  February  16,  1899; 
and  Ellis,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  parents  of  these  children  were  members 
of    the    Methodist    cluircli.      Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett  have  three  children,  namely;  John 
R.,,  born    Octolier    2^1,     1888;   Robert  W. 
born  I\larch   14.   1890;  an<l  Lucy  AI.,  born 
July  4,  1892.     Since  1896  Mrs.  Barrett  has 
been  afflicted  by  rheumatism  and  is  conse- 
quently an  invalid. 


ART11L"R  S.   ROBEV. 

Americans.  especi;dl_\'  }dissourians,  like 
a  story  of  ))luck  and  success,  and  the  brief 
narrative  which  follows  will  meet  all  re- 
(juirements  in  this  resjiect.      It  is  the  plain, 
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straightforward  story  of  a  brave  and  deter- 
mined man,  who,  beginning  with  nothing 
but  determination  and  a  hmited  education, 
resolved  to  achieve  success  and  would  not 
accept  defeat  when  it  literally  fell  upon 
him. 

Arthur  S.  Robey,  one  of  ]\lary\-ille"s 
most  enterprising  citizens  and  her  leading" 
liver}-man,  has  passed  his  business  life  thus 
far  among  the  residents  of  Maryville.  He 
is  referred  to  as  the  "school-teacher  li\'ery- 
man"  b}'  those  whose  memories  extend  far- 
thest back  into  his  career,  for  the  reason 
that  his  earliest  efforts  in  Nodaway  county, 
were  put  forth  as  a  teacher  in  the  district 
schools.  He  came  to  ]\Iaryville  in  1879, 
knowing  ncj  one  and  so  utterly  without 
means  that  he  had  to  borrow  the  little  change 
recjuired  to  transfer  his  trunk  from  the  de- 
pot up  town.  His  only  capital  was  grit  and 
a  good  common-school  education  obtained 
from  the  public  schools  in  Shelby  county, 
Illinois. 

^Ir.  Robey  was  born  at  South  Ph-m- 
outh,  Fayette  ctuinty,  Ohio,  August  13, 
i860,  a  son  of  Dr.  D.  L.  Robey,  who  was 
born  in  \\'est  \'irginia  and  who  in  1865, 
when  he  was  yet  a  young  man,  settled  in 
Shelby  county,  Illinois,  having  previously 
taught  school  in  his  native  state,  where  he 
married  Mary  C.  Smith,  who  died  in  1875. 
Their  surviving  children  are:  William  L., 
of  Maryville,  Missouri ;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
John  E.  Baker,  of  Shelby  county,  Illinois ; 
Arthur  S. ;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  P.  E.  Bales, 
of  Shelby  county,  Illinois;  Warner  E.,  an 
employe  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railway 
Company,  living  at  Neoga,  Illinois ;  Mollie, 
the  wife  of  John  Warner,  of  Shelby  county, 
Illinois;  Ann,  who  is  Mrs.  John  Daniels,  of 
Maryville;  Lucy,  the  wife  of  Henry  Trul- 


linger,  of  Maryville;  and  May,  who  is  ]\Irs. 
William  McCarty,  of  Swygart,  Illinois. 

.\rthur  S.  Roby  was  a  school-boy  prac- 
tically when  he  departed  for  the  west,  and 
was  twenty  years  okl  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Xoilaway  county.  He  soon  se- 
cured a  school  near  Quitman  and  taught 
there  a  year,  then  came  nearer  ^Maryville 
to  the  John  Heren  school  and  accomplished 
liis  remaining  vears  of  school  work  in  that 
\-icinit\-.  [Meantime  he  was  a  student  at 
Cherry's  Commercial  College  (now  the 
]Mar3'ville  Seminar}-),  at  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1880.  He  gave  up  the 
birch  and  book  for  reins  and  whip,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  livery 
stables  of  Robey  &  \\''alts,  at  Maryville. 
They  began  business  in  an  old  wooden  barn 
on  the  site  of  ^Ir.  Robey's  present  estab- 
lishment and  were  partners  until  1894,  when 
by  purchase  ^^Ir.  Robey  Ijecame  the  sole 
proprietor.  A  brick  barn,  which  occupied 
a  ground  space  of  sixty-six  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet,  was  erected  in  1891  on 
block  8,  and  the  concern  was  enjoying  pros- 
perity When,  in  1896,  hre  destroyed  both 
barn  and  stock.  A  man  of  C(immiin  energy 
and  determination  would  perhaps  have  been 
discouraged  by  this  heavy  loss,  but  he  set  to 
work  arranging  for  a  new  building  and  got 
together  some  stock  and  gradually  re-estab- 
lished himself  as  fully  as  before. 

~Slr.  Robey  is  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
crats of  Nodaway  county.  He  has  served  as 
a  trustee  and  the  treasurer  of  Polk  town- 
sliip,  and  in  1896  he  attended  all  the  con\-en- 
tions  of  his  party  in  his  county  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  DeuKicratic  state  convention 
at  Springfield. 

He  married,  March  21,  1886,  Miss  Cora 
Cuherson,  a  daugliter  of  the  late  J.  M.  Cul- 
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verson,  once  a  well  known  ]i\'er}'man  of 
]\Iaryville.  Mrs.  Robey  was  born  at  Farra- 
gut,  Iowa,  from  which  state  her  father  came 
with  his  family  to  Maryville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robey 's  children  are  Otlio  L.,  Donald  I-. 
and  Cleo.  Mr.  Robey  is  a  Knight  of  Pyth- 
ias, a  Woodman  and  a  Maccabee. 


THOMAS  C.  ELLIS,  M.  D. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  pro- 
gressive and  successful  men  of  Xodaway 
county  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  life 
history  most  happily  illustrates  what  may 
be  attained  by  faithful  and  continued  effort 
in  carrying  out  an  honest  purpose.  Integ- 
rity, activity  and  energy  have  been  the 
crowning  points  of  his  success,  and  his  con- 
nection with  various  business  enterprises 
and  industries  have  been  of  decided  ad- 
vantage to-  this  section  of  the  state,  pro- 
moting its  material  welfare  in  no  uncertain 
manner. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Rockcastle 
county,  Kentucky,  December  19,  1821,  and 
is  a  S'lii  of  Leander  T.  Ellis,  wlio  was  bgrn 
in  Xnrth  Carolina,  and  when  two  years  old 
mo\-ed  to  Kentucky  with  his  jiarents, 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (E\-ans)  Ellis,  also 
nati\es  of  North  Carolina  and  farming  peo- 
ple, \\ho  died  in  ]\Iaryville,  Missouri. 
Their  other  children  were  Clarissa,  the  wife 
of  Joel  Watson,  and  Xanc\-,  the  wife  of  L. 
Thonijjson.  Leander  T.  Ellis  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Kentucky,  where  he  married  Har- 
riet Humber,  a  native  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  daughter  of  Charles  Humber. 
One  111  her  brothers,  Thomas  Cowle  Plum- 
ber, was  the  mayor  of  Richmond  for  many 
years.  The  father  and  mother  Ellis  lived 
on.  a  farm  in  Kentucky  for  many  years,  and 
there  were  born  to  them    eleven    children. 


namely:  Thomas  C,  our  subject;  Mary  A., 
who  first  married  Harvey  Bell,  and  secondly, 
James  Key,  of  White  Cloud  township,  this 
county;  Amanda,  the  widow  of  \\'.  Ditta- 
more,  and  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington; Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  M.  Hender- 
son, of  Oregon  ;  Hannah,  who  married  John 
Grant,  and  died  in  .Lexington,  Missouri; 
Leander,  a  resident  of  California;  Xew- 
meris,  of  Bates  county,  Missouri ;  Justine, 
who  first  married  I.  X.  Prather  and.  sec- 
ondly, George  Vaughn,  of  Cnloradn:  Will- 
iam, of  California;  Alliert,  who  died  in 
Mary\ille,  ^Missouri,  in  1S92;  and  Sarah  J., 
who  first  married  a  Mr.  Bassford  and  after- 
ward J.  Ferguson,  of  California.  The  fa- 
ther was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  men  of  his  community,  and 
served  the  public  in  different  capacities,  such 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  member  of  the 
ciunty  court  in  Kentucky.  In  1843  he 
riioved  to  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  carried  on  farming,  and  also  served  as 
county  assessor  and  sheriff,  filling  some 
public  position  during  his  entire  residence 
there.  In  1855  he  came  to  Xodaway  county 
anti  bought  a  farm  in  Polk  township,  where 
he  spent  many  years.  He  became  prominent- 
ly identified  with  public  affairs  in  this  county, 
and  filled  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust, 
being  county  judge  most  of  the  time.  He 
was  highly  educated  and  in  earh-  life  fol- 
lowed school  teaching.  Politically  he  was  a 
strong  Democrat.  Plis  [lublic  and  ])ri\ate 
life  were  ahke  above  reproach.  He  was 
l)road-minded  and  charitable,  upright  and 
honorable  in  alj  things,  and  was  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Christian  chu'rch,  to 
which  the  mother  of  our  subject  also  be- 
longed. She  died  in  this  county  in  the  '50s, 
and  he  pas.sed  away  at  seventy-one  years  of 
age.     Fo/  his  second  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
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Elizabeth  (Carr)  Cross,  who  belongs  to  an 
honored  New  York  family,  and  who  is  now 
living  with  her  son  Charles  A.,  a  physician 
■of  Maryvill.e.  He  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  of  her  three  children  by  the  last 
marriage,  the  others  being  Alexander  C, 
■\vho  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ;  and 
Alva  C,  a  telegraph  operator  in  the  west. 

Dr.  Ellis  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Ken- 
tucky and  educated  in  common  and  select 
schools.  In  1843  lis  came  to  Missouri  and 
first  stopped  in  Buchanan  county.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  Platte  county 
for  four  years,  and  while  there  was  mar- 
ried, in  April,  1847,  to  Miss  Louisa  Pigg, 
a  daughter  of  Reuben  Pigg.  who  was  1)orn 
in  Kentuck\"  and  at  an  earlv  dav  came  to 
tliis  state,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  school  teaching,  being  a  highl\-  intel- 
lectual man.  From  Missouri  he  moved  to 
Oregon.  He  and  liis  family  all  died  of  con- 
sumption, except  his  wife  and  one  son,  Mrs. 
Ellis  departing  this  life  m  the  fall  of  1850. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

The  Doctor  was  again  married  in  Piatt 
county,  December  19,  1855,  his  second 
imion  being  with  Mrs.  Jane  H.  Forlies.  who 
had  one  son  Isy  her  first  marriage.  He  was 
reared  by  i>ur  subject  and  is  still  cared  for 
In-  him  as  he  has  lost  his  mind.  Mrs.  Ellis 
was  a  daughter  of  Overton  and  Lucinda 
(Reed)  Gentry,  representati\-es  of  two  of 
the  largest  and  most  prominent  families 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  and 
slave-owner,  died  in  Kentucky.  .After 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  for  a  numljer 
of  years  the  mother  sold  the  place  and  di- 
vided the  property  among  the  heirs,  retain- 
ing her  portion.  She  then  came  to  live 
•with  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  in  Missouri, 


remaining  with  them  a  number  of  years, 
but  her  last  days  were  spent  with  a  daugh- 
ter in  Dade  county,  where  she  died  in  1886. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of 
the  Christian  church.  Of  their  children, 
Frank  was  a  ca]3tain  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Mississippi ; 
Eskridge  is  deceased;  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
John  McRoberts;  Jane  H.  was  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Overton  died  young;  Thomas 
served  under  General  Forrest  in  the  Con- 
federate army  and  is  a  resident  of  Missis- 
sippi; Joseph  lives  in  St.  Joseph,  Alissouri; 
and  Bell  is  the  wife  of  R.  Raney,  of  Dade 
county.  By  his  second  marriage  Dr.  Ellis 
had  two  sons:  Leander  E.,  who  married 
Lucy  Montgomery  and  followed  farming 
until  accidentally  killed,  leaving  a  son, 
Thomas  ]\L,  now  a  school-boy;  and  0\-erton 
C,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Tacoma,  \\'ash- 
ington.  The  wife  and  mother  died  INIay  4, 
1885.  ' 

In  1886  Dr.  Ellis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Patience  J.  Impey,  the  widow  of 
Dr.  Impey  and  the  daughter  of  William  L. 
and  Permelia  (Evans)  Dysart,  of  Kentucky. 
On  coming  to  this  state  her  father  brought 
a  number  of  slaves  and  entered  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  .\ndrew  county,  wliich.  with 
their  assistance,  he  transformed  into  a  fine 
farm.  He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in 
the  cattle  business.  Politically  he  was  first 
a  Whig  and  later  a  Democrat,  and  as  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  citizen  he  took 
a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  he 
never  cared  for  official  honors.  He  died  nn 
his  homestead  in  1885,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
TJieir  children  were  Patience  J.,  the  wife 
of  our  .subject;  Samuel,  who  was  a  soldier 
of     the     Confederate     army     and     is     now 
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deceased ;  John,  aljso  deceased ;  William, 
a  resident  of  this  count)' ;  Harrison,  who 
died  in  Andrew  counity,  Missouri;  An- 
drew, a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Kan- 
sas; Ellen,  the  deceased  wife  of  \\'. 
W'ood ;  and  James  L.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Andrew  county.  By  his 
last  marriage  the  Doctor  has  no  children. 
but  is  raising  William  Knollt  Ell.is.  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  July  13.  1885.  and  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents.  The 
family  located  in  Xew  York,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  when  \Villiam  was  only  a  year 
old,  and  the  mother  four  years  later.  He 
was  then  taken  in  charge  by  the  Children's 
Aid  Society  of  Xew  York,  and  with  others 
was  brought  to  ^lissouri.  He  is  a  bright 
l)oy  who  is  now  being  reared  and  educated 
by  the  Doctor,  and  will  undoubtetlly  become 
a  useful  man. 

After  his  first  marriage  Dr.  Ellis  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching  for  some  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  bought  and  borrowed 
medical  books,  which  he  peru.se<l.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  in  .St.  Jo- 
seph, where  he  located  after  his  marriage, 
but  eight  months  later  moved  to  Amazonia, 
where  he  engaged  in  irractice  four  years. 
In  1854  and  1855  he  attended  lectures  at 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 
and  after  his  graduation  returned  to  Ama- 
zonia for  one  year.  The  following  year  was 
spent  in  Savannah,  Andrew  county,  and 
while  there  he  was  married  a  .second  time. 
He  bought  a  farm  near  the  city,  on  which 
he  lived  until  coming  to  Nodaway  county 
ir.  the  spring  of  1855.  at  which  time  the 
county  had  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
voters.  He  located  on  his  wife's  farm  three 
miles  from  Barnard,  and  in  connection  with 
its  operation  he  engaged  in  practice  until 
his  wife's  health  failed  and  he  took  her  to 


Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas,  where  she  died 
May  4,   1885. 

Dr.  Ellis  early  became  identified  with 
public  affairs,  and  in  1878  was  elected  to 
represent  his  county  in  the  state  legislature, 
at  which  time  he  retired  from  the  practice 
of  medicine.  He  continued  to  engage  in 
farming  until  1893,  when  he  moved  to 
Barnard,  where  he  has  a  commodious  and 
pleasant  residence  and  is  now  living  re- 
tire^.  As  a  ph}sician  he  met  with  success 
and  still  receives  calls  from  some  of  his  old 
patrons.  In  his  farming  operations  he  was 
likewise  successful,  and  is  to-daj^  the  owner 
of  se\en  hundred  and  fort)'  acres  of  valu- 
able kuKl  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  He  owns  other  prop- 
erty which  he  rents,  and  at  one  time  was  a 
stockholder  and  president  of  the  bank  at 
Barnard. 

Although  rearetl  a  Democrat  Dr.  Ellis 
first  affiliated  with  the  A\  big  party,  but  since 
its  dissolution  has  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  was  a  strong  Unioni  man  during 
the  Ci\il  war,  and  served  as  a  sergeant  in 
tlic  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  state  militia, 
which  did  duty  in  different  parts  of  the  state 
but  was  in  no  engagement.  He  was  untir- 
ing im  his  efforts  to  preserve  the  Union  and 
as  a  patriotic  and  loyal  citizen  has  ever  given 
his  support  to  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Religiously  he 
and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  he  is  a  Mason. 


jOHX  :m.  dawsox. 

The  son  of  a  prominent  lawyer  and 
jurist,  if  he  be  observing  and  have  a  liking 
for  the  law,  may  in  a  way  acquire  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  comprehensive  if  not  pro- 
found, before  entering  'earnestly  and  meth- 
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odically  upon  the  course  of  study  prescribed 
for  those  who  would  enter  tlie  legal  profes- 
sion. It  is  often  said  of  lawyers,  who,  like 
the  gentleman  named  alx)\e.  associated  in 
boyhood  and  }-()uth  with  distinguished  fa- 
thers who  were  always  busy  at  the  bar  or  on 
the  bench  and  sometimes  assisted  them  in  the 
details  of  their  work,  that  they  were  "bdrn 
lawyers  and  brought  up  in  the  court." 

John  M.  Dawson,  ex-prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Nodaway  county,  and  a  son  of  the 
late  Honorable  "Lafe"  Daw.son,  e.x-judge 
and  eminent  counselor  at  law,  was  l)orn  in 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  March  13.  1863. 
His  father,  LaFayette  Dawson,  was  born  in 
Lexington,  Missouri,  May  20,  1839,  and 
died  January  28,  1897.  He  was  a  son  of 
James  R.  Dawson,  a  farmer  and  an  early 
county  judge  of  McLean  county,  Illinois. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  of 
Welsh  descent. 

Judge  Dawson  passed  his  youth  on  the 
farm  and  obtained  little  more  than  a  com- 
mon school  education.  He  left  his  father's 
home  at  about  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
"went  west"  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Bour- 
bon county,  Kansas.  He  remained  there 
until  1862,  when  he  came  to  Maryville, 
Missouri,  where  he  read  law  and  in  1866 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  Judge  Pike.  He 
at  once  engaged  in  active  practice  and  early 
took  a  front  rank  as  an  expounder  of  crim- 
inal law.  He  was  conected  with  ]jractically 
all  the  prominent  criminal  cases  tried  l)e- 
fore  the  Nodaway  circuit  court  for  thirty 
years  and  was  equally  efficient  as  a  prose- 
tor  or  defender.  He  was  appointed  by 
President  Cleveland  in  1885  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Alaska,  and  during  his  in- 
cumbency of  the  office  was  called  on  to  try 
the  case  in\o]\-ing  the  confiscation  of  Brit- 
ish sealing  vessels  and  rendered  a  decision 


adverse  to  the  interests- of  the  vessel  owners. 
The  latter,  through  their  counsel,  Joseph  H. 
Choate,  the  present  ambassador  to  England, 
appealed  the  case  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  opinion  of  the 
trial  court  was  sustained.  Judge  Dawson  re- 
signed his  position  in  the  fall  of  1888  and 
returned  home  to  resume  his  law  practice 
and  fill  the  vacancy  in  his  profession  that 
had  been  occasioned  by  his  official  absence. 

From  an  early  day  he  was  most  actively 
and  conspicuously  identified  with  the  poli- 
tics of  Nodaway  count}'.  He  was  a  strong 
campaigner  and  took  a  prominent  part  in 
local  and  state  campaigns.  He  was  a  presi- 
dential elector  on  the  Tilden  ticket  and  at 
one  time  lacked  only  half  a  vote  of  receiv- 
ing the  congressional  nomination,  being  de- 
feated by  General  Craig,  of  St.  Joseph.  The 
widow  of  Judge  Dawson,  born  Clarissa 
Thornhill,  is  a  resident  of  Maryxille.  Their 
children  are:  John  M. ;  Cora  E.,  the  wife 
of  Judge  C.  R.  Fowler,  of  Knox  county, 
Missouri:  and  Eva  M.  Dawson. 

John  M.  Dawson  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated at  Maryville.  He  chose  law  for  his 
profession  and  read  under  the  preceptoral 
guidance  of  his  father,  and  was  first  admit- 
ted in  Alaska,  by  his  father  whom  he  accom- 
panied there  to  take  the  office  of  deputy  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court.  He  returned  home 
after  an  absence  of  a  few  months,  and  was 
admitted  by  Judge  Anthony  to  practice  in 
the  state  of  Missouri.  He  had  done  some 
justice  work  as  counsel  before  his  admission 
to  the  bar  but  was  not  connected  with  any 
specially  important  case  until  he  became 
prosecuting  attorney.  He  was  elected  pros- 
ecuting attorney  in  1896,  by  a  majority  of 
nine  hundred  and  se\enteen,  and  succeeded 
J.  S.  Shinabarger.  His  first  noteworthy 
case  was  that  of  the  state  of  Missouri  \s. 
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Rascoe  for  tlie  murder  of  Kate  Buan,  result- 
ing in  conviction,  as  charged.  He  prose- 
cuted John  Joyce  for  the  murder  of  Mont- 
gomery and  aided  in  the  prosecution  of  Mrs. 
Ewing,  charged  with  murder.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1900,  Mr.  Dawson  was  again  elected 
prosecuting  attorney,  this  time  by  a  major- 
ity of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

July  26,  1S97,  Mr.  Dawson  married 
\'inla,  a  tlaughter  oi  John  Green,  of  ^lary- 
ville.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising 
}oung  lawyers  of  northwest  Missouri,  and 
th.ose  who  have  watched  his  course  and  are 
acfjuainted  with  his  qualities,  accomplish- 
ments and  achievements  predict  for  him  a 
brilliant  future. 


P.  J.  HAIXEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Barnard, 
Missouri,  was  born  in  Pulaski  county,  Ken- 
tucky, June  29,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
F.  and  Rachel  (Spears)  Hainey,  also  na- 
tives of  Kentucky.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents were  James  and  Xancy  f Crittenden) 
Hainey.  the  latter  a  cousin  of  Hon.  Jnhn  J. 
Crittenden,  of  national  fame,  and  also  a  rel- 
ative of  Thomas  Crittenden,  e.x-governor  of 
Missouri.  In  early  life  the  grandfather, 
James  Hainey.  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith 
of  North  Carolina,  but  spent  his  last  days 
iri  Kentucky  as  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  was  never  a  slave-'owner,  and 
was  a  man  highly  res])ected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  old  llint-lock 
gun,  which  he  carried  at  the  battle  of  Xew 
Orleans  during  the  war  of  1812,  is  now  in 
possession  of  our  .subject  and  will  he  handed 
down  to  future  generations  as  a  relic.  It 
was  also  used  bv  the  great-^rand father  in 


the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  killing  In- 
dians as  well  as  wild  game.  In  the  family 
of  James  Hainey,  Sr.,  were  nine  children, 
namely :  William,  Thomas  C,  John,  James, 
Jr.,  Polly,  Nancy,  Sally,  Anna  and  Abby, 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Will- 
iam Spears,  was  a  prominent  farmer  and 
slave-owner  of  Kentucky  and  an  influential 
Democrat.  His  children  were  William. 
Hezekiah.  John.  ^Irs.  Fanny  Dick.  Mrs. 
X'ancy  Allen,  Mrs.  Sarah  Dye.  Mrs.  Patsy 
Roy.  Mrs.  Betsy  Davenport  and  Mrs.  Rachel 
Haine}-. 

James  Hainey,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, followed  farming  in  Kentucky  until 
April,  185 1,  when  he  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Missouri  and  entered  land  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  making  it  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1862.  He  was  a  Douglas  Demo- 
crat and  a  supporter  of  the  Union  during  the 
Ci\-il  war.  He  \\as  a  true  southern  gentle- 
man and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  After  his  death  his  wife  lived 
with  our  subject,  where  he  died  in  1894. 
Their  children  were  P.  J.,  of  this  review; 
.\higail,  the  wife  of  L.  Adams:  Harriette. 
the  wife  of  F.  M.  Wall:  Louisa,  the  wife 
of  John  Pulley:  Xancy.  the  wife  of  W.  II. 
Shepard ;  Milford,  who  died  in  Kentucky ; 
Dic}'^,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Lamaster;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  ^^^  T.  McMakin;  and  Samuel  A., 
a  resident  of  this  county.  Two  of  the  sons 
were  soldiers  of  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war. 

P.  J.'  Hainey  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  this  state,  in  1851,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  reaching  manhood. 
For  a  time  he  pursued  his  studies  in  a  log 
school  house,  and  through  his  own  exertions 
has  obtainecf  a  good  practical  education.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  a  volunteer  militia  organ- 
ization to  resist  Caleb  Jackson's  attempts  at 
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secession.  When  tliat  gentleman  was  re- 
moved from  office  and  Governor  Gamble  pnt 
in.  his  place  permission  was  granted  to  raise 
state  militia,  which  our  subject  joined. 
His  command  was  stationed  in  this  congress- 
ional district,  and,  though  subject  to  calls 
from  any  quarter  of  the  state,  remained 
most  of  the  time  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Jo- 
seph. In  1864  Mr.  Hainey  enlisted  in  the 
Sixteenth  Iowa  \^olunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated  march  to 
the  sea.  When  Lee  surrendered  he  was  ill 
in  the  hospital  at  ^^'illett's  Point,  Long 
Island,  and  from  there  was  sent  home.  While 
en  route  he  heard  of  President  Lincoln's 
assassination.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Dav- 
enport, Iowa,  and  honorably  discharged  June 
5,  1865,  after  four  years  of  faithful  service 
as  a  member  of  the  local  and  the  United 
States  troops. 

In  1859  Mr.  Haine}-  had  married  Miss 
Jane  Marlow,  who  was  born  in  \'iroinia,  in 
October,  1840,  and  from  that  state  nio\-ed 
to  Ohio,  and  later  to  Missouri.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Anna  ( Parrott )  Marlnw,  also 
natives  of  A'irginia.  improved  the  farm  in 
this  county,  but  later  mo\-ed  to  Harrison 
county,  this  state,  where  the  father  died  in 
1885.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  and  finds  a  pleasant  home  with 
our  subject.  Her  children  were  Jane,  now 
Mrs.  Hainey;  Electa,  the  wife  of  P.  B. 
Pulley;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  Silvers; 
Emma,  the  deceased  wife  of  C.  ]\I.  Carter; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Newton  Bowen;  and 
John,  a  resident  of  Harrison  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hainey  have  four  children :  Will- 
iam T.,  a  miller  of  Rosendale ;  James  F., 
a  resident  of  Barnard:  Thomas  C,  a  drug 
clerk  of  Barnard;  and  Nettie,  the  wife  of 
George  C.  Thompson,  notary  jjublic  and  in- 


surance agent  at  Barnard.     They  alfo  have 
eight  grandsons  and  two  granddaughters. 

When  Mr.  Hainey  was  discharged  from 
the  service  he  joined  his  wife  and  child  in 
Iowa,  and  soon  after  came  to  Nodaway 
county.  Being  physically  disqualified  for 
farm  labor,  he  located  in  Barnard,  where  he 
served  as  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  some  time.  He  also  read  law,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  has  since  engaged  in 
practice.  He  has  also  served  as  notary 
public,  abstract  and  insurance  agent  and 
ha\-ing  prospered  in  his  undertakings  is  now 
the  owner  of  three  or  four  pieces  of  good 
property  in  Barnard.  He  is  one  of  the 
Democratic  leaders  in  his  township,  and  as  a 
delegate  has  attended  both  national  and  state 
conventions  of  his  party  as  well  as  all  local 
conventions.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  \\'Mrkmen  and  the  Grand  Army 
Post  of  Mar_\"\'ille,  and  is  a  man  of  pmrni- 
nence  in  his  communitv. 


JAMES  PI.  FILSON. 

One  of.  the  early  settlers  and  a  prnnii- 
nent  and  representative  farmer  of  .\tchison 
county,  Missouri,  is  James  PI.  Filson,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Carrol  count}',  Illinois,  April  13,  iS4().  a 
son  of  John  and  Jemima  (  Hopkins)  Filson, 
nati\'es  of  \'irginia  and  of  Ohio,  respective- 
ly. John  Filson  located  in  Indiana  when  a 
young  man,  married  there  and  engaged  in 
farming.  Early  in  life  he  had  been  a  river 
trader,  had  built  flat-boats,  loaded  them  with 
produce  and  floated  them  south  on  the  river, 
trading  .-dimg  the  coast.  About  1840  he 
moved  inln  Illimiis,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1834,  when  he  went  to  Iowa, 
where  he  impni\e(t  still  another  farm,  and 
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in  1880  came  to  ]\Iibsouri  and  settled  in 
Atchison  county.  Here  he  continued  to  be 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  un- 
til the  time  of  his  death,  in  December,  1890, 
his  wife  surviving  him  for  ti\e  years.  The 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Filson  were:  Rob- 
ert L.,  who  died  in  the  Civil  war;  Emme- 
line,  deceased ;  James  H.,  our  subject ; 
Reuben ;  Wilbur,  deceased  :  and  Emma,  now 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Henderson,  of  Nebraska. 

James  H.  Filson,  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  his  father's  land  and  went  with  the  fam- 
ily in  its  removals,  marrying  in  Iowa  in 
1872,  and  coming  to  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, in  1878.  The  land  was  then  but  wild 
prairie,  for  which  he  paid  nine  dollars  per 
acre;  now  he  would  not  part  with  it  for 
fifty  dollars  per  acre,  so  much  has  it  been 
improved.  The  farm  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  well  under  cultivation, 
stocked  with  the  best  breeds  of  cattle, 
and  ornamented  with  beautiful  antl  com- 
modious buildings,  which  are  surrDund- 
ed  by  orchards  and  t)rnamental  trees. 
These  wonderful  changes  liave  been  ef- 
fected in  a  comparatively  slmrt  time  liy  the 
excellent  management  ai:<l  industry  of  Mr. 
Filson. 

During  1880  to  1886  ^Ir.  Filson  was 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  West- 
boro,  also  dealing  in  grain  at  the  same  time. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  coun- 
ty clerk  and  moved  to  Rockport,  but  re- 
turned to  his  farm  at  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  service  and  has  since  then 
given  his  attention  to  his  farming  interests. 
He  also  raises  some  good  stock,  being  very 
successful  in  all  he  undertakes. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Filson  took  place 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Indiana,  March  25.  1850,  at  Hopkinton, 
Iowa,  the  educated  and  intelligent  daughter 


of  Insley  and'  Eliza  J.  (Douglass)  Johnston, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Filson  are:  Emma 
M.,  now  a  student  at  Tarkio  College;  Rus- 
sell E.,  at  Tarkio  College;  and  James  L., 
residing  at  home.  Wilber,  the  first  child, 
died  in  November,  1880.  The  religious  con- 
nection of  the  family  is  with  the  Presby- 
terian church,  where  they  are  highly  es- 
teemed. Mr.  Filson  has  long  been  a  mem- 
ber of  both  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  United 
V\'orkmen,  in  both  of  which  organizations 
he  has  acceptably  filled  official  positions. 

Throughout  the  county  Mr.  Filson  is  re- 
garded as  a  progressive  and  influential 
factor.  He  has  filled  the  township  offices 
in  the  gift  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
done  much  to  further  the  principles  which 
he  takes  pleasure  in  upholding.  '  He  may 
truly  be  said  to  be  a  representative  citizen  of 
Atchison  count\'. 


PETER  McKEXZlK. 

The  successful  farmer  who'  has  carvenl 
out  his  own  way  in  the  world  and  has  ar- 
rived at  a  position  of  eminence  jimong  his 
fellows  is  as  truly  a  self-made  man  as  the 
banker,  merchant,  statesman  or  professional 
man  who  rises  in  life  through  his  own  abil- 
itv.  Among  the  manv  prominent  farmers 
of  Atchison  county.  Missouri,  none  more 
truly  deserves  a  i)lace  in  a  work  like  this 
than  Peter  McKenzie,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Highland  stock  farm  near  Tarkio. 

Mr.  McKenzie  traces  his  lineage  to  the 
old  Scottish  chiefs  of  the  Highlanders,  men 
noted  for  bravery,  honesty  and  love  of  coun- 
try. His  father,  Peter  McKenzie,  who  was 
a  farmer,  married  Margaret  Davidson  and 
they  had  four  sons  who  grew  tt)  manhood : 
Donald,  who  is  a  farmer  near  Quebec,  Can- 
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ada;  Robert,  who  is  a  successful  merchant 
at  Quebec :  Jolin  wlio  also  is  a  merchant ; 
and  Peter,  concerning  whose  career  more  is 
to  follow.  In  1843  ^^r.  and  Mrs.  McKen- 
zie  came  with  their  famil)^  to  America  and 
located  near  Quebec,  Canada,  where  ^Ir. 
McKenzie  won  success  as  a  farmer  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and 
where  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  They  were  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them  for  their  honest,  upright 
lives  and  their  kindness  of  heart,  which 
prompted  them  to  l^e  to  many  a  man  and 
woman  in  troul)le  the  "friend  in  need"  who 
ii.  the  "friend  indeed." 

Peter  McKenzie  was  burn  in  A\-rshire, 
Scotland,  May  15,  1838,  and  was  about  five 
}-ears  old  when  his  parents  l)rought  him  to 
Canada.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  near  Quebec,  and  taught  to  be  honest 
and  industrious.  He  attended  public  schools 
near  his  home  as  opportunity  ofYered,  but 
gained  his  education  princi]3alh-  by  contact 
with  men.  In  due  time  he  began  farming 
and  stiick-raising  fcjr  himself  in  Canada, 
where  he  remained  until  1870.  when  he  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Missi.iuri.  His  Imnie 
farm  consists  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  well  imprn\-ed  and  well  cultivated 
land,  on  which  there  are  good  buildings  and 
which  is  provided  with  all  the  machinery 
and  other  appliances  necessary  to  good 
farming.  The  place,  located  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Tarkio,  is  divided  into  pasture 
and  meadow  lands  and  fields  devoted  to  the 
cultivation  of  corn  and  other  grain,  and  in- 
cludes a  fine  orchard  and  a  beautiful  grove. 
Mr.  McKenzie  also  owns  a  good  farm  of 
eight  hundred  acres  known  as  Red  Stone 
ranch,  near  Artesian,  Sanborn  county. 
South  Dakota.  He  is  an  extensive  breeder 
of  Polled  Angus  cattle  and  owns  as  good 


specimens  of  that  breed  as  are  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  west.  He  raises  annually 
about  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  usual- 
1_\-  owns  from  eight  to  ten  hundred  head, 
and  as  a  general  farmer  he  has  been  uncom- 
monly successful. 

Politically  ]\Ir.  ]\IcKenzie  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  he  is  not  a  practical  politician,  nor 
does  he  seek  office  for  himself,  though  he 
is  influential  im  his  party  and  has  been  able 
more  than  once  to  assist  the  political  aspira- 
tions of  deserving  friends.  In  religious  affil- 
iation he  is  a  Presbyterian  and  he  has  held 
the  office  of  elder  in  his  church  for  twenty 
years.  He  was  a  leader  in  a  movement 
which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  pres- 
ent house  of  worship  of  his  church  and  was 
a  liberal  contributor  for  that  purpose.  He 
was  received  as  an  Entered  Apprentice, 
passed  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  and  was 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Ma- 
son in  Tarkio  Lodge,  No.  358,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Tarkio,  in  1889.  and  took  the 
Mark  Master's  degree,  the  Past  Master's 
ciegree,  and  the  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
tor's  degree  of  capitular  J^Iasonry  and 
was  exalted  to  the  august  degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  ini  Rockport  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  of  Rockport,  in  1892.  His  geniality 
and  his  friendly  disposition  have  led  him  in- 
to many  paths  of  usefulness  and  his  capacity 
to  win  and  retain  friends  and  his  high  repu- 
tation as  a  business  man  combine  to  render 
him  exceedingly  popular.  Still  in  the  prime 
of  life,  strong  and  robust,  he  bids  fair  to 
l)e  spared  for  man\'  years,  and  those  who 
ba\e  watched  his  honest  ad\ancement  thus 
far  in  life  predict  for  him  still  better  things 
in  the  years  to  come. 

In  1879  Mr.  ^IcKenzie  married  Miss 
Mary  McKillop,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Ann  (McMillan)  McKillop,  who  was  born 
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and  reared  in  Canada  and  wlio  is.  like  liim- 
self,  of  Highland  Scotch  ancestry.  Mrs. 
McKenzie,  who  is  a  woman  of  much  in- 
telligence and  sound  common  sense,  as  well 
as  of  many  accomplishments,  has  during  her 
twenty-one  years  of  their  married  life  been 
a  worthy  helpmeet  to  him,  and  he  gives  her 
credit  for  ha\-ing  aided  him  materially  to 
the  attainment  of  his  substantial  success. 
^'Irs.  ]\IcKenzie's  parents  died  in  South 
Dakota. 


J.  WOODSON  SMITH. 

In  studying  the  lives  and  characters  of 
prominent  men  we  are  naturally  led  to  in- 
quire into  the  secret  uf  their  success  and  the 
motives  that  pnimpted  their  action.  Suc- 
cess is  oftener  a  matter  nf  experience  and 
sound  judgment  and  thorough  preparation 
for  a  life  work  than  it  is  of  genius,  however 
bright.  When  we  trace  the  career  of  those 
whom  the  world  acknowledges  as  successful 
and  of  those  who  stand  highest  in  public 
esteem,  we  find  that  in  alninst  every  case 
tl'-ey  are  those  who  lia\e  risen  gradually  liy 
their  own  efforts,  their  diligence  and  perse- 
verance. These  cpialities  are  undoubtedly 
possessed  in  a  large  measure  l;v  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
and  added  to  these  is  a  conformity  to  the 
etliical  princii)les  of  business  life  that  may 
well  be  termed  the  keynote  of  his  character. 
Il  is  this  which  commands  the  resjjcct  and 
confidence  so  unixersallv  given  liini.  and 
which  has  won  for  him  a  liberal  ])atn>nage 
along  the  \-arious  lines  of  industrial  and 
commercial  acti\ity  with  which  he  has  been 
connected. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Cooper  county,  in 
Decenilier.  1H44.     His  father,  S.  D.  Smith, 


was  a  farmer  near  Syracuse,  that  count}'. 
He  was  born,  iiowever,  in  Louisa  county, 
Virginia,  in  1807,  and  died  in  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  in  1882.  The  Smiths  were  of 
English  lineage  and  the  family  was  founded 
in  Virginia  at  a  very  eaady  period  in  its  col- 
onization. Also  a  lineal  descendant  of 
the  Dandridges  of  \'irginia.  S.  D.  Smith 
was  a  third  cousin  of  Martha  Washington, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Dandridge.  He 
wedded  ^Mar^-  Thomson,  who  died  in  St. 
Joseph.  Missouri,  in  1897,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-se\-en  years.  Their  children  are : 
Mrs.  Thomas  V.  Ellis,  of  Clinton,  Missouri; 
Alfred  T.,  who  was  connected  with  the 
wholesale  shoe  house  of  Kimball  &  Company, 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Charles  O.,  of 
!Mary\ille;  J.  Woodson;  George  C,  of  the 
Smith-]^IcCord  Dry  Goods  Company,  of 
Kansas  City:  and  ^Irs.  X.  R.  Pittman.  of 
Clinton,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  the  suljject  proper  of 
this  review,  was  educated  in  private  schools 
and  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a 
salesman  for  H.  S.  Mills,  a  prominent  dry- 
goods  merchant  at  Arrcnv  Rock.  Saline 
county,  Missouri.  His  close  ap])lication 
to  business,  his  fidelity  and  sound  judgment 
won  him  the  confidence  of  his  employer  and 
he  was  made  bead  clerk,  remaining  w'th 
Mr.  IMills  for  five  years.  A  decision  to  en- 
gage in  business  for  himself  led  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  firm  of  Smith  Brothers,  which 
carried  on  business  at  Arrow  Rock  for-  three 
years.  Maryville  was  then  selected  as  a 
more  promising  point  for  this  energetic 
firm,  its  members  being  men  of  laudable 
ambition  and  determineil  purpose,  who  could 
not  content  themselves  with  mediocrity,  de- 
siring broader  fields  for  their  labors.  For 
a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Smith  has  been 
regarded  as  one   of   the   nVist   enterprising 
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business  men  nf  ]\]arv\illc.  In  ^farch, 
1875,  in  connectii-tn  with  his  lirother,  he 
opened  a  dry-goods  store  at  tlie  southwest 
corner  of  the  square  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  Brothers.  Tiieir  capital  at  that  time 
was  a  modest  one  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
but  they  had  a  large  reserve  fund  of  expe- 
rience, adaptability  and  resolute  purpose, 
which  opened  the  way  for  their  immediate 
success.  Their  business  constantly  grew  -in 
volume  and  importance,  until,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty  years,  they  sold  a  stock  three 
and  a  half  times  as  great  as  the  original,  to 
the  firm  of  Donnell,  Frazer  &  Company. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  most  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  beliex'ing  most  firmly  in 
the  present  and  the  future  of  Maryville. 
He  has  therefore  not  hesitated  in  making  in- 
vestments here,  and  time  has  shown  the  wis- 
dom of  his  decision.  The  growth  of  his 
mercantile  interests  made  necessary  and 
justified  the  erection  of  the  Smith  Block,  a 
three-story  brick  structure,  the  front  part  of 
which  was  Iniilt  in  1880,  while  in  1895  it 
v/as  extended  to  the  alley.  This  is  one  of 
the  leading  stores  and  office  buildings  in 
Maryville,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  sub- 
stantial growth  of  the  city.  The  efforts  of 
Mr.  Smith,  however,  have  by  no  means  been 
confined  to  his  mercantile  and  building  inter- 
ests. He  is  a  man  of  resourceful  ability, 
whose  energies  have  extended  to  other  fields 
of  labor  that  have  not  only  achanced  his 
individual  prosperity,  Ixit  ha\e  also  contrib- 
uted to  the  general  welfare. 

As  the  city  approached  metropolitan  re- 
quirements in  the  line  of  puljlic  utilities,  Mr, 
Smith  Ijecame  interested  in  their  establish- 
ment and'  is  to-day  a  stockholder,  direct(jr 
and  the  ex-president  of  the  flananio  Tele- 
phone Company.  Since  1894  he  has  also  been 
the  president  of  the  Maryville  Electric  Light 


&  Power  Company,  his  capable  administra- 
tion of  its  eft'orts  leading  to  its  splendid 
success.  The'  company  was  organized  in 
1890  and  a  plant  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  first 
power  house  was  erected  by  the  side  of  the 
Wabash  Railroad  tracks,  but  the  capacity 
of  the  plant  was  found  to  be  insufiicient  to 
insure  the  best  service,  and  in  1896  its  re- 
construction Avas  accomplished,  at  an  addi- 
tional cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
The  original  plant  was  constructed  by  its 
president,  William  A.  Ross,  and  the  work  of 
remodeling  and  enlarging  was  accomj)lished 
under  the  super\-ision  of  his  successor.  Mr. 
Smith. 

Our  subject  has  also  been  the  administra- 
tor of  the  Ellis  and  Prather  and  the  A.  T. 
Ellis  estates,  two  very  large  and  important 
estates,  whose  affairs  he  capably  controlled 
discharging  his  duties  in  a  maner  most  ac- 
ceptable to  all  concerned.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  utmost  reliability  in  business  affairs,  and 
among  those  who  know  him  his  word  is 
as  good  as  any  bond  that  was  e\er  sulemn- 
ized  by  signature  or  seal. 

In  Saline  county,  Missouri,  Air.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Hu- 
ston, who  died  in  1879,  leaving  two  children, 
namely:  Charles  Leon,  who  is  connected  with 
the  firm  of  Smith  &  AlcCord,  of  Kansas 
City;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  M.  Spur- 
lock,  of  Plattsniouth,  Nebraska.  In  i8(S6  Mr. 
Smith  married  Miss  ^Nlamie  Ejlis,  nf  Mary- 
ville, a  daughter  of  the  late  .\.  T.  Ellis,  a 
leading  druggist  of  the  city  and  a  represen- 
tative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  nf  Xod- 
away  county. 

In  the  whole  sphere  of  his  activity.  Mr. 
Smith  has  had  no  desire  to  enter  ])olitical 
life,  nor  has  he  contested  with  his  fellow 
men  for  ])olitical,  religious  or  fratcni;il  pre- 
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ft-niient.  In  manner  lie  is  conlial  and 
kiiullv.  and  is  extreme!}-  just  in  all  life's  rela- 
tions. For  t\venty-fi\'e  years  he  has  par- 
ticipated in  the  business  life  of  Mary\ille. 
and  during  that  time  he  has  so  conducted  all 
his  afYairs  as  to  merit  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community,  and  no  word 
of  censure  has  ever  been  uttered  against 
his  actions. 


WILLIAM  M.  BLACKFORD. 

Among  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Atchison  township,  Xoclaway 
county,  Missouri,  none  stand  higher  in  pub- 
lic esteem  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  (ireen 
county,  Wisconsin.  May  28,  1854,  and  is  the 
only  child  of  Thomas  and  Rachel  (Lewis) 
Blackford,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  K'en- 
tucky,  respectively.  The  father  was  twice 
married  and  by  the  first  wife  had  cme  son, 
who  is  still  living.  In  the  fall  i>f  iSOo.  with 
his  wife  and  tw'o  sons,  Thomas  Blackford 
moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  where  the 
mother  of  our  subject  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years.  For  twenty  vears  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a  merchant  in  P.raddy- 
\\\\t,  that  county,  and  then  came  tn  Mis- 
siiuri  and  located  near  our  subject,  where 
he  (lied  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  1  lis 
father  was  William  Blackford,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Martin  Lewis,  of  Kentucky. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  mostly 
passed  upon  a  farm,  where  he  early  olitained 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  agricultui'e.  while 
liis  literary  training  was  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  married,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  Miss  Alice  .\ich- 
cilas.  also  a  native  of  Green  count\'.  W'iscon- 


sin.  and  to  them  ha\e  been  born  five  children: 
Maud,  John  T.,  (Irace  F.,  James  .\.  and 
Lloy.l. 

.After  his  marriage  Mr.  Blackford  en- 
gaged in  farming  upon  rented  land  in  Page 
county,  Iowa,  for  two  years,  and  then  bought 
eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  to  which  he 
moved  a  small  house,  making  it  his  home  for 
seven  years,  while  devoting  his  energies  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  land.  He  then  left 
the  farm  and  moved  to  Braddyville,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  livery  liusiness  for  six 
years.  He  bought  his  present  place  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Atchison  town- 
ship, Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  twelve 
years  ago,  which  he  has  since  converted  into 
one  of  the  best  farms  of  that  locality  and 
which  he  now  successfully  manages. 

Since  casting  his  first  jjresidential  \ote, 
for  S.  J.  Tilden  in  1876,  he  has  always  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party,  with  one  ex- 
ception. He  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs:  has 
been  an  efiicient  member  of  the  school  board 
for  some  time ;  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Harvest  Home  Association,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  director  ever  since :  and  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Xodaway  County  Mutual  Fire  iK: 
Life  Insurance  Company  se\en  years,  of 
which  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers. 
He  and  his  famii\-  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  and  he  has  subscribed 
liberall}'  toward  the  building  of  his  own  and 
several  other  churches.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  .Amer- 
ica, the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Modern  Brotherhood,  and  at  one 
time  was  also  connected  with  the  Crange, 
of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the  tirst  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Blackford  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  influential  men  of  this  commun- 
ity and  his  ad\ice  is  often  sought  on  (|ues- 
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tions  of  public  interest  as  well  as  private  con- 
cern. In  business  affairs  he  is  upright  and 
lionorable,  and  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed for  his  sterling  worth  and  strict  in- 
tegrity. His  family  is  one  of  considera- 
ble prominence  in  their  community. 


BENJAMIN  F.  GOODSON,  M.  D. 

No  compendium  such  as  the  province  of 
this  work  defines  in  its  essential  limitations 
will  serve  to  offer  fit  memorial  to  the  life  and 
accomplishments  of  the  honored  subject  of 
this  sketch — a  man  remarkable  in  the 
breadth  of  his  wisdom,  in  his  indomitable 
perse\-erance,  his  strong  individuality :  and 
yet  one  whose  entire  life  has  not  one  esoteric 
phase,  being  as  an  open  scroll,  inviting  the 
closest  scrutiny.  True,  his  were  "massive 
deeds  and  great"  in  one  sense,  and  yet  his 
entire  accumplishment  but  represented  the 
result  of  the  fit  utilization  of  the  innate 
talent  which  was  his,  and  the  directing  of 
his  efforts  along  those  lines  where  mature 
judgment  and  rare  discrimination  lead  the 
way.  There  was  in  Dr.  Goodson  a  weight 
of  character,  a  native  sagacity,  a  far-seeing 
judgment  and  a  fidelity  of  purpose  that  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all.  A  man  of  inde- 
fatigable enterprise  and  fertility  of  resource, 
he  carved  his  name  deeply  on  the  records  of 
Nodaway  county. 

In  preparing  the  life  history  of  a  man 
one  must  always  take  cognizance  of  his  an- 
cestr}-,  for  his  inherited  tendencies  have 
much  to  do  with  shaping  his  career.  His  fa- 
ther, Ozias  Goodson,  was  an  agriculturist 
and  followed  farming  in  Ohio  until  1877, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Missouri,  locating  in 
Lewis  count)'.  He  was  one  of  nine  chil- 
dren that  attained  their  majority,  namely: 
Madison  and  El  wood,  who  reside  in  Raven- 


wood,  ^Missouri ;  J.  N..  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Maryville;  B.  F.,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  record ;  Addison ;  Abner,  who 
resides  in  Lewis  county,  Missouri ;  James, 
who  maintains  his  residence  in  Knox  county, 
Missouri;  Mrs.  Mary  Newlon,  of  Lewis 
county,  this  state:  and  Lily,  who  is  li\ing  in 
California. 

Dr.  Goodson,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  born  in  Clinton  county, 
Ohio,  September  27,  1851.  He  pursued  his 
education  in  the  covmtry  schools,  in  the 
seminary  at  Monticello,.  Missouri,  and  iui 
the  Missouri  State  Normal.  School.  His 
childhood  and  youth  were  passed  upon  a 
farm  and  he  followed  the  plow  as  it  turned 
the  furrow  for  the  spring  planting  for  many 
a  season.  He  did  not  wish,  howe\'er,  to 
make  farming  his  life  work  and  determined 
to  enter  professional  life,  to  which  end  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  at  the  age  ijf 
twenty-two.  His  college  work  was  drme  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1877.  He  opened  an  office  in  Pickering, 
Missouri,  and  at  once  began  practice,  but  he 
remained  there  only  a  short  period.  He 
was  located  for  a  short  time  at  Gaynor  City, 
and  from  1880  until  his  tleath  resided  in 
Hopkins. 

The  Doctor's  ability,  natural  and  ac- 
quired, gave  him  high  rank  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  medical  fraternity.  His  thor- 
ough understanding  of  the  materia  niedica 
and  his  unfailing  accuracy  in  therapeutics 
led  him  to  immediate  success,  and  his  prac- 
tice early  became  extensive  and  remunera- 
tive. To  his  professional  ability  was  added 
an  attractive  personality,  and  just  recogni- 
tion of  his  own  powers  drew  jjeople  to  him, 
and  with  this  rare  combination  it  is  not  re- 
markable that  he  should  become  the  central 
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figure  in  his  community.  He  not  onlv  won 
success  along  professional  lines,  Ijut  his  in- 
Jluence  was  felt  throughout  Xuclaway 
county  and  even  beyond  its  confines  in  mat- 
ters of  public  welfare.  His  fitness  for  lead- 
ership was  soon  recognized  and  lie  was 
never  seen  to  better  advantage  than  when 
he  was  earnestly  upholding  some  principle 
or  advocating  the  cause  of  a  friend.  He 
was  very  popular,  and  yet  he  had  some  en- 
emies, for  no  man  in  public  life,  especially 
those  entering  the  political  field,  escape 
enimity,  but  those  who  opposed  him  did  so 
more  from  a  jealous  spirit  than  because 
they  believed  in  his  inconstancy.  Men  ha\e 
possessed  greater  ability  than  did  he.  and 
there  have  been  men  who  could  count  fewer 
enemies  perhaps,  but  one  who  knew  him 
well  said :  "His  warm  heart,  his  geniality 
and  unfailing  good  nature,  his  gratitude,  his 
love  and  loyalty  to  his  friends,  all  combined 
v.-ith  acknowledged  ability  and  spotless  in- 
tegrity, rendered  him  perhaps  the  most  uni- 
versally popular  man  in  his  county." 

Extracts  from  personal  tributes  from  his 
townsmen  whose  confidence  he  possessed 
without  reserve  tend  better  to  measure  tlie 
character  of  Dr.  (ioodson  than  tributes 
from  any  other  source.  The  Hi.m.  Calvin 
Pierce,  presidential  elector  for  !\Iissouri  in 
1900,  and  one  of  his  most  intimate  friends, 
said :  "He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
-a  lover  of  truth,  of  right,  of  justice  and  a 
hater  of  hypocrisy  and  sham  ;  a  helper  of  the 
weak  and  unfortunate,  and  his  manly  heart 
responded  to  every  appeal  for  charity."  B. 
Raleigh  Martin  remarked:  "The  en\-enomed 
chalice  of  deceit  never  touched  his  lips.  He 
wore  before  his  face  no  mask  of  hypocrisy 
or  cant.  His  firm  and  self-reliant  character 
was  his  anchor  in  life  and  he  scorned  the 
leering    blandishments    of    the    parasite." 


Baxter  \A'oldridge,  in  speaking  of  the  Doc- 
tor, gave  utterance  to  the  following:  "He 
was  always  ready  and  willing  to  identify 
himself  with  every  movement  to  advance 
the  interests  of  Hopkins  and  her  people. 
As  a  citizen  he  was  industrious  and  ener- 
getic, and,  when  elected  a  member  of  the 
'board  of  education,  Ijecame  one  of  the  most 
active  members  in  bringing  our  schools  up 
to  their  jjresent  high  standard,  and  for 
which  he  was  richly  rewarded  by  the  gradua- 
tion of  his  oldest  son  and  daughter  from 
the  high  school."  M.  H.  Gladman  said: 
"He  had  a  good  heart  filled  with  sunshine. 
His  daily  greeting  had  a  gleam  of  wariiii  ■ 
that  dispelled  gloomy  thoughts  and  lifted 
burdens  from  a  saddened  heart.  He  was 
frank,  sincere,  outspoken  and  sensitive.  His 
conscience  was  his  continual  guide  and  its 
decree  the  rule  and  tribunal  from  which 
there  was  no  appeal." 

The  Doctor  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Xodawax'  County  Medical  Society  and  was 
a  meml)er  of  the  Hopkins  board  of  educa- 
tion. To  his  efforts  more  than  to  any  other 
])erson  was  due  the  development  of  public 
o])inion  which  finally  ilemanded  and  .secured 
the  new  school  building  on  the  hill,  of  which 
ilic  town  of  Hopkins  has  every  reason  to 
be  proud.  As  the  president  of  the  board  he 
labored  untiringly  to  raise  the  standard  of 
the  schools  that  they  might  rank  with  the 
best  in  the  state.  He  was  an  outspoken  Re- 
publican, and  by  his  party  was  nominated 
in  1S04  to  the  position  of  county  coroner, 
to  which  he  was  elected,  serving  for  two 
vears.  He  was  then  renominated,  ])ut  the 
entire  Republican  ticket  was  defeated  in 
1896. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1S75,  was  celebrat- 
ed the  marriage  of  Dr.  Goodson  and  Miss 
Alvina  \'ernon,  of  Morgan  county,  Ohio. 
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Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  tlie  fol- 
lowing- children:  Ethelliert  X.,  who  was 
born  January  4.  1877,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  high  school  at  I  lopkins  when  seven- 
teen .years  of  age,  afterward  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  then  read  medicine  with  his 
father  for  two  years,  and  in  1896  entered  the 
Barnes  Medical  College  in  St.  Louis,  where 
he  graduated  on  the  12th  of  April,  1899. 
He  is  a  worthy  successor  of  his  father  both 
in  the  professional  and  social  life,  and  in  his 
political  attitude.  Lulu,  the  second  child,  is 
also  a  graduate  of  the  Hopkins  high  school 
and  is  now  serving"  as  assistant  postmaster. 
Clifford,  Benjamin  F.  and  Galen  are  all 
with  their  mother.  On  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1899,  Dr.  Goo(Is<:in  departed  this  life. 
In  his  last  moments  he  realized  the  inevitable 
trend  of  his  disease  and  expressed  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  the  existence  of  a  creator,  an 
omnipresent  spiritual  guide  and  a  belief  in 
his  ability  to  purify  the  sons  of  men. 
Throughout  his  long  and  acti\-e  career  he 
ever  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  those  with  whom  he  was  associated  by 
his  trustworthiness  in  business  and  his 
fidelity  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  left 
to  his  family  an  untarnished  name,  and 
while  life  remains  to  those  who  knew  him 
lie  will  he  held  in  loving  remembrance  by 
all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 


WILLIAM   SAWYER. 

.\  prominent  and  well-known  citizen  of 
Lincoln  township,  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, is  William  Sawyer,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  has  lived  in  this  countv  for  forty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Alorgan  countv,  In- 
diana, June  15,  1843,  having  the  same  liirth- 
day  as  President  McKinley.  The  father  of 
^\'illiam  Sawyer  was  descended  from  an  old' 


New  England  family,  grew  up  on  the  farm 
in  Indiana,  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Roberts,  a  most  estimable  young  lady.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  Roberts,  of 
Indiana. 

Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Roberts)  Saw- 
yer, the  parents  of  our  subject,  had  the  fol- 
lowing children :  William,  who  is  our  sub- 
ject; Eli,  who  resides  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri ;  Jemima,  who  resides  in  Indiana ;  and 
Wesley,  who  resides  in  Page  county,  Iowa. 
The  father  died  in  Indiana  in  1855,  the 
mother  dying  in  1853,  both  of  whom  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  prominent 
in  religious  work,  and  beloved  and  honored 
by  all  who  knew  them. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
township  and  learned  lessons  of  industry 
and  honesty  in  the  home  circle.  He  came 
to  the  county  in  1859.  In  1863  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Jane  Daniels,  a  daughter  of 
William  Daniels,  who  was  a  native  of  Ala- 
bama, where  he  died,  in  December,  1899,  'it 
the  age  of  eighty-five,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Sawyer  dying  in  1896,  in  her  seventieth 
year. 

After  marriage  our  subject  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  Inisiness,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  for  sixteen  years,  asso- 
ciating with  it  a  lumber  and  drug  business. 
He  has  proven  to  be  a  fine  business  man, 
possessing  an  accommodating  spirit  and  en- 
deavoring to  please  all  customers  by  treating 
every  one  with  due  consideration,  his  busi- 
ness being  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
IMcColl  &  Sawyer. 

The  family  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saw- 
yer were:  William,  who  conducts  a  hardware 
business  in  this  town;  Annie,  who  married 
J.  M.  Arnold,  who  is  ex-county_treasurer  of 
Ness  county,  Kansas;  Charley,  who  is  con- 


428 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


nected  witli  liis  father  in  the  lumber  busi- 
iness  here.  He  married  Lucy  Teaman,  and 
has  three  children, — Donald,  Arnold,  and 
Eva;  and  Arnold,  who  died  November  ii, 
1900. 

Socjally  ^Ir.  Sawyer  is  connected  witli 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Loge  262,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mrs.  Sawyer  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church,  where  slie 
is  sincerely  admired  and  beloved.  ]\Ir.  Saw- 
yer is  popular  throughout  the  township,  with 
which  he  has  so  long  been  identified  in  a 
business  way  and  in  which  he  has  promoted 
so  many  interests  looking  to  its  benefit.  His 
genial,  pleasant  countenance  is  welcomed  in 
every  circle  and  he  possesses  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  the  whole  community. 


GEORGE  A.  X.VSll.  M.  1), 

George  Allen  Xash,  M.  D.,  of  Mary- 
ville.  is  one  of  the  leading  surgeons  in  Mis- 
souri ;  one  of  the  founders  and  tiie  surgeon 
of  St.  Joseph's  hospital,  of  the  same  city,  is 
a  member  of  the  Missouri  State  Medical 
Society,  the  Missouri  Valley  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Northwest  Missouri  and  the  In- 
ternational Railway  Surgeons'  Association. 

Dr.  Nash  was  born  in  Hendricks  county, 
Indiana,  February  i,  1850,  a  son  of 
George  Brown  and  Elizabeth  (Daniel) 
Nash.  George  Brown  Nash  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  in  1809,  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Hannah  (Brown)  Nash.  His  mutlier  was 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Ball) 
Brown.  Mary  Ball  was  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Ball,  who  left  an  estate  in  Philadel- 
phia, a  legal  contest  for  the  possession  of 
w'hich  has  been  in  progress  for  years. 
George  Brown  Nash  took  part  in  the  Black- 
hawk  war,  in  1832,  and  was  married  March 
3,  the  following  year.     In  1858  he  emigrat- 


ed from  Indiana  to  Missouri  with  his  fam- 
ily, and  settled  on  a  farm  in  De  Kalb  county. 
The  pending  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  and 
the  secession  sentiment  which  dominated 
De  Kalb  county  influenced  him,  in  i860,  to 
abandon  his  farm  and  move  back  east  as  far 
as  Prairie  City,  Illinois,  where  the  future 
physician  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his 
l;oyho<id.  and  where  George  Brown  Nash 
died  in  1S64.  Elizabeth  (Daniel)  Nash 
survived  until  November  i,  1897.  Their 
children  were:  Alfred  T.,  born  in  1833.  who 
lives  in  Fountain    countv,    Indiana ;  Sarah 


L..  the  wife  of  Benjamin  H.  Cord,  wlio 
was  born  August  25,  1835,  and  died  July 
16,  1894,  leaving  children  (^Irs.  James 
Pendleton,  Willis  Cord,  Minnie  M.,  L.  H., 
and  Onia  S.  CJirdj  ;  Elizabeth  E.  Nash, 
born  in  1837,  who  married  Ale.xander  H. 
Betts,  and  lives  at  Maryville,  Missouri;  Asa 
M.  Nash,  born  in  1839,  who  lives  at  Wa- 
tonga,  Indian  Territory;  Andrew  W.  Nash, 
born  in  1842,  who  lives  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri; Lydia  Nash,  born  in  1846,  who  is 
Mrs.  Jacks,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  and 
Simeon  E.  Nash,  who  lives  at  St.  Joseph. 


GEORGE  A.  NASH 
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In  1 86"  tlie  famil}-  lionie  was  re-estab- 
lislietl  un  tlie  farm  in  De  Kail)  county,  Mis- 
souri. Dr.  Nash  gained  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  He  began 
his  preparation  for  the  medical  profession 
in  1876  by  systematic  reading  without  a 
preceptor.  He  did  his  first  regular  school 
work  in  the  Hospital  Medical  College  at 
St.  Joseph,  and  was  graduated  there  in 
1879;  and  in  1884  lie  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
I\Iedical  College.  He  was  for  a  time  attacii- 
ed  to  the  Railwav  hospital  at  St.  Joseph,  as 
a  house  surgeon  and  physician.  April  i, 
1879,  he  located  in  Maryville,  where  he 
Cjuickly  became  popular  and  has  enjoyed,  a 
large,  desirable  and  profitable  patronage. 
He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  estab- 
lishing the  St.  Joseph  hospital  in  Maryville, 
built  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Francis,  and  lent  to  the  enterprise  his  moral 
and  financial  aid  in  no  unstinted  measure. 
The  fact  that  he  is  the  surgeon  for  the  hos- 
pital, no  doubt,  adds  much  to  the  patronage 
antl  popularity  of  the  institution.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  has  been  the  local  sur- 
geon for  the  Burlington  Railway  Company 
and  holds  a  similar  position  for  the  Wabash 
road.  In  1900,  he  erected  one  of  the  finest 
offices  in  the  west,  the  dimensions  of  which 
are  25x66  feet,  two  stories,  and  of  brick 
construction,  witli  pressed  brick  front  and  of 
entirely  modern  design  and  equipment,  at 
a  cost  of  seven  thousand  dollars.  The  same 
is  supplied  with  one  of  the  most  complete 
libraries  in  the  state.  He  has  also  Morton's 
large  static  machine,  with  the  X-ray  at- 
tachment. 

In  politics  Dr.  Nash  is  a  Republican, 
active  and  influential  in  party  work.  He  was 
married  in  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  March 
13,  1870,  and  has  a  daughter  named  Alma. 


Mrs.  Nash  was  Mary  C.  Houston,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Silas  E.  Houston,  whose  wife  was 
Sindirilla  Simmons.  The  Houstons  are 
residents  of  Douglas  county,  Oregon.  Dr. 
Nash  is  a  ]\Iason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


ROBERT  STEVENS. 

One  of  the  busiest,  most  energetic  and 
reliable  agriculturists  of  Atchison  county 
was  Robert  Stevens,  who  resided  on  sec- 
tion 2,  Colfax  township.  He  owned  and 
worked  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  vain-, 
able  property  which  has  come  to  him  as  a 
reward  for  honorable  effort  and  unflagging 
industrv. 

]\[r.  Ste\-ens  was  a  native  of  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Barnsville,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1827.  His 
father,  \A'illiam  Stexens,  was  born  in  Balti-* 
more,  ^laryland,  and  was  a  son  of  Aaaron 
Stevens,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
from  England  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  spent  his  remaining  days 
in  the  new  world  and  departed  this  life  in 
Maryland,  William  Stevens  was  reared  up- 
on a  farm  in  that  state  and  served  his  coun- 
trv  in  the  war  of  18 12.  Removing  west- 
ward in  early  manhood,  he  was  married  in 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  to  Elizabeth  Camp, 
a  native  of  Marx-land  and  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Camp,  who  was  reared  near  Phila- 
del])hia,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  of  German 
lineage.  He,  too,  served  his  country  in  the 
war  of  181 2.  Ten  children  were  born  unto 
William  and  Elizabeth  Stevens,  namely: 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sadly,  of  Ohio;  Aaron,  who 
is  now  living  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years ;  Mrs.  Susan  Smith,  who  died  in 
Illinois;  Mrs.  Alzira  Dominy,  who  died  in 
Ohio ;  Robert ;  Mrs.  Jane  Stone,  who  also  de- 
parted this  life  in  Ohio;  Mrs.  Margaret  Dix- 
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on,  who  died  in  Xeljrask'a  ;]\Ei-s.  ^Mar}-  Philips, 
of  Ohio;  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years ;  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Stevens,  who 
is  living  in  the  Buckeye  state.  The  parents 
removed  from  Belmont  county  to  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  and  later  took  up  their  abode 
in  Vinton  county,  that  state.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  followed 
that  pursuit  throughout  his  active  business 
career.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  was 
a  supporter  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  con- 
tinued to  affiliate  with  the  Republican  party 
throughout  his  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  consistent  Christian  people,  holding  a 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  His  death  occurred  when  he  w-as 
about  ninety  years  of  age  and  his  w-ife  passed 
av.-ay  when  she  had  completed  the  Psalmist's 
span  of  three-score  years  and  ten. 

In  Belmont  and  Guernsey  counties,  Ohio, 
Robert  Stevens  was  reared,  and  no  event  of 
special  importance  occurred  to  vary  for  him 
the  routine  of  farm  life  and  work.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  his  parents  impressed  upon  his 
mind  lessons  o'f  industry,  economy  and  hon- 
esty that  have  had  marked  effect  in  molding 
his  entire  career.  He  was  married  at  the 
age  of  twentx-five  years,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Burnett,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
there  remained  until  about  ten  years  of  age, 
Avhen  she  became  a  resident  of  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  George 
and  Mary  (Boyer)  Barnett,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state,  while 
the  latter  was  of  German  lineage.  They 
spent  their  last  days  in  Vinton  county, 
Iowa,  and  the  father  followed  farming  as 
a  means  of  livelihood.  In  religious  faith 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  Lutherans. 

In  the  year  1865  Robert  Stevens  left  the 
Buckeye  state   for  Illinois,   taking    up    his 


abode  in  Stark  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  three  years,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  came  by  team  and 
wagon  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  bring- 
ing with  him  five  horses.  Here  he  secured 
one  hundred  and  ninet}'  acres  of  wild  prairie 
land,  on  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
or  an  improvement  made.  His  first  home 
was  a  small  frame  structure,  16x16  feet,  but 
it  has  since  been  replaced  b}'  a  commodious 
residence,  which  stands  as  a  monument  to 
the  enterprise  of  the  owner.  His  labors 
were  diligently  prosecuted,  for  indolence  and 
idleness  were  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature 
and  he  worked  untiringly  in  the  endeavor 
to  jirocure  a  comfortable  competence  for 
hmiself  and  family.  He  finally  owned  si.x 
hundred  acres  of  \aluable  land,  and  all  the 
modern  accessories  and  improxements  are 
found  upon  his  farm.  He  had  at  one  time 
five  orchards,  hut  hail  destruyed  the  greater 
part  of  three  young  ivrchards.  containing 
five  hundred  trees.  There  is  a  fine  grove  of 
maple  trees  on  the  place,  all  the  necessary 
barns  and  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of 
grain  and  stock  and  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery for  facilitating  the  farm  work.  The 
fields  yield  a  rich  return  and  Mr.  Stevens 
was  also  successfully  engaged  in  the  rais- 
ing of  cattle  and  hogs,  which  found  a  ready 
sale  upon  the  market,  and  these  greatl}' 
added  to  iiis  income. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steveos 
was  blessed  with  six  children,  who  are  li\'- 
ing,  namely:  Mary,  the  wife  of  David 
Fauntz,  of  Lincoln  township,  Atchi.son  coun- 
ty; Susie,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Farris:  Will- 
iam A.,  a  resident  of  Lincoln  township:  R. 
B.,  who  assists  in  running  the  home  farm; 
Utilla,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Xoble,  of  Lincoln 
township;  and  E.  S.,  who  resides  on  a  farm 
adjoining  his   father's  home  on  the  south. 
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No  one  need  be  in  doubt  as  to  Mr. 
Stevens'  political  preferences,  for  during 
many  years  he  was  a  stalwart  advocate  of 
Republican  principles,  and.  while  not  an 
aspirant  for  office,  he  clitl  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  growth  and  insure  the  success 
of  his  party.  He  was  a  menil)er  of  the 
^Methodist  Protestant  church,  and  his  life 
-\vas  conformed  to  its  teachings.  He  died. 
January  25,  1901,  when  seventy-two  and  a 
half  years  of  age.  When  a  young  man  he 
could  walk  fifty  or  sixty  miles  without  feel- 
ing fatigued.  He  was  six  feet  in  height, 
weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty-fi\e  ]5ounds, 
Avas  wiry  and  strong,  and  bore  his  years 
lightly.  He  made  for  himself  an  honoralile 
business  record  and  reared  a  number  of 
children  of  whom  he  had  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  Honesty  characterized  all  his  busi- 
ness dealings  and  fidelity  to  duty  was  always 
one  of  the  salient  features  throughout  the 
entire  period  of  his  manhood.  The  pos- 
sessions he  left  were  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  put  aside  business  cares. 

From  a  local  paper  we  take  the  fol^jwing 
account : 

A    PIONEER    SETTLER    GONE. 

Death  has  again  entered  our  midst  and 
claimed  for  its  own  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  citizens  of  Atchi-son  county. 

Robert  Stevens  was  born  in  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  on  July  17,  1828.  WHien  he 
was  but  five  years  old  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Guernsey  county,  living  at  this 
place  until  185 — .  He  then  removed  to  \'in- 
ton  county,  where,  January  6,  1852.  he  was 
jnarried  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Barnett.  Ten 
years  later  he  with  his  wife  came  to  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  where  another  four  years 
Avere  spent.  In  1869  several  families  came 
west  to  make  a  home  for  themselves  in  the 


wilderness.  He  and  bis  family  were  among 
this  number.  They  settled  on  the  farm 
where  be  lived  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  Friday,  January  2^.  1901,  after 
a  short  illness,  caused  b\'  a  giving  away  of 
the  nervous  system. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
five  sons  and  six  daughters.  Five  of  this 
number  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  six 
— W.  A.  Stevens,  R,  B.  Stevens,  E.  S.  Ste- 
vens, Mrs.  David  Fauntz,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Noble 
and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Faris — all  live  near  the  old 
home.  These  with  their  helpmates  and  chil- 
dren w^ere  all  present  when  the  messenger 
angel  came  and  took  from  them  a  kind  and 
loving  father. 

When  Mr.  Stevens  came  to  Missouri  he 
found  nothing  but  a  wide  expanse  of  fertile 
prairie  land,  with  only  an  occasional  settler, 
his  nearest  trading  point  being  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles  from  his  home.  He  lived  to 
see  his  county  grow  both  in  population  and 
wealth  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  first  in  the 
state. 

"Uncle  Robert  Stevens,"  as  he  was  fa- 
miliarly called,  was  looked  upon  Ijy  e\'ery 
one  that  knew  him  as  an  example  of  hon- 
esty and  uprightness.  He  was  never  known 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  any  worthy  cause,  and 
many  are  they  who  have  been  relie\-ed  liy 
his  generosity.  The  stranger  was  never 
turned  away  from  his  door.  It  was  these 
traits  of  character,  together  with  Irs  kind 
and  cheerful  disposition,  that  won  for  him 
the  love  and  honor  of  all  that  came  in  con- 
tact with  him,  whether  socially  or  in  a  Itusi- 
ness  wav.  The  high  esteem  in  w  liich  he  was 
held  by  the  community  was  testilied  to  by 
the  unusually  large  number  that  gathered  to 
pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  all  that 
was  mortal  of  him  whom  they  had  known 
so  long  and  well. 
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The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
family  residence  on  Sunday.  January  27.  at 
II  o'clock,  ciuiducted  by  l\e\-.  Mr.  Jeffers, 
pastor  of  the  MetlnKiist  Protestant  church, 
of  which  church  the  deceased  had  been  a 
mem1)er  for  twenty-four  years.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  London  cemetery. 

May  the  sornnving  family,  and  espe- 
cially liis  faithful  companion,  in  this  their 
hoivr  of  sad  bereavement  look  to  Him  who 
ij;  able  to  bind  up  the  broken  heart,  and  re- 
ceive comfort,  knowins.;-  that  ""Earth  hath  no 
sorrow  that  heaven  cannot  heal." 
"Whv  should  we  weep  when  the  weary  ones 
rest 

In  the  bosom  of  Jesus  supreme, 
In  the  mansions  of  glory  prepared  for  the 
blest  ? 

For  death  is  no  nuire  than  a  dream."' 


JAMES  L.  HEPBURX. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Hepburn  has  lieen 
connected  witli  the  industrial  and  agricul- 
tural interests  of  Nodaway  county.  He 
now  makes  his  home  near  Ciaynor,  wliere  his 
worth  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  is  wide- 
ly recognized.  The  Scotch  blood  Hows  in 
his  veins,  and  the  sterling  characteristics  of 
that  race  have  been  manifest  in  his  thrifty 
and  progressive  career.  He  was  born  on  the 
Island  of  Shai)inshay.  in  September,  1842, 
and  the  ancestry  of  the  family 'can  he  traced 
back  to  the  time  of  llothwell  and  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots.  The  1  leplnuMis  opjioscd  the 
political  conditions  of  the  times  and  thus  in- 
curred the  displeasure  of  the  ruling  house, 
so  that  their  Higlit  to  the  Orkneys  became 
a  necessity.  .Many  years  afterward  the  fam- 
ily was  founded  in  America.  Thomas  Hep- 
burn will  be  remembered  by  many  of  the 
carlv  settlers  of  Xodawa\-  countv.     He  was 


born  in  1802,  and  at  his  death  was  buried 
i:i  Long  Branch  cemetery.  He  married  Miss 
Jenette  Lavvton,  who  died  in  this  county  and 
was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  luisliand.  They 
left  the  Orkney  islands  in  1850,  sailing  from 
Kirkwell  and  landing  at  Quebec.  They  spent 
some  time  in  Montreal,  Canada,  ami  after- 
ward located  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  whence 
in  1868  they  remo\ed  to  Nodaway  county, 
kjcating  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  owned 
and  conducted  by  tlie  Hepburn  Brothers, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ing properties  in  this  ])ortion  of  the  state. 
In  the  Canadian  ])ro\inces  the  members  of 
the  family  chieHy  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, although  John  and  James  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  while  David, 
the  fourth  son,  served  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain  for  three  years  in  the  standing  army, 
part  of  his  services  being  at  the  time  of  the 
Fenian  war.  The  children  were  educated 
almost  entirely  in  Canada,  accpiiring  a  mental 
discipline  that  well  equipped  them  for  the 
duties  of  life.  The  surviving  children  in  or- 
der of  birth  are  :  John  ;  Thomas,  who  resides 
in  Assiniboia,  in  the  Northwest  Territory, 
Canada;  James  L. ;  David;  Richard;  and 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  James  Burgher,  of  No- 
daway county.  The  last  four  are  residents  of 
this  cotmt)-,  and  all  of  the  sons,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Thomas,  are  members  of  the  firm 
of  Hepburn  Brothers.  They  are  numbered 
among  the  thrifty,  substantial  and  trust- 
w'orth}'  men  of  their  community. 

James  L.  Hepburn  attended  the  La  Chute 
Academy  at  Quebec,  and  pursued  a  course 
in  the  grammar  school  at  Vnn  Cleek's  Hill, 
Ontario.  He  was  also  an  assistant  teacher 
in  one  of  those  inslitiuions,  but  abandoneil 
educational  work  in  order  to  learn  the  trade 
of  carpenter.  For  ten  years  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Nodaw.'n-  count\-  he  and  his  brother 
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John,  constituting  tlie  firm  of  Hepburn 
Erotliers,  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing, and  many  of  the  large  barns,  residences, 
bridges  and  public  buildings  stand  as  monu- 
ments of  their  skill  as  mechanics.  These  in- 
clude the  Dinsmore,  McFarland,  Shroyer. 
McGlothlan  and  many  other  residences  sit- 
uated for  miles  up  and  down  Honey  creek. 
In  connection  with  their  early  efforts  in 
farming  in  Xodaway  county  the  Hepburn 
Brothers  handled  cattle  and  in  this  regard 
have  kept  pace  with  the  de\elopment  of  the 
cattle-raising  industry  and  the  improvement 
of  the  stock.  They  now  raise  full-blooded 
Hereford  cattle  and  feed  their  crops.  'Jheu^ 
business  methods  commend  them  to  public 
confidence  and  they  are  men  of  well  known 
reliability  wlio  carry  on  their  work  in  a 
practical  and  progTessi\'e  manner,  doing 
much  to  impro\-e  the  grades  of  stock  raised 
in  Nodaway  county. 

While  in  the  province  of  Ontario  James 
Hepburn  ser\-ed  with  the  police  and  also  with 
the  volunteers,  but  such  ser\-ice  was  more 
in  the  nature  of  the  training  of  our  old  mili- 
tia days  than  of  actual  service  with  modern 
regulars.  He  and  his  brothers  are  all  advo- 
cates of  the  Democratic  principles,  but  have 
never  been  office-holders,  with  the  exception 
of  James,  who  for  twent}'-fi\-e  years  has  as- 
sessed Independence  township.  In  the  coun- 
ty convention  of  1900  he  was  chosen  as  a 
delegate  to  the  state  Democratc  convention 
held  in  Kansas  City.  He  is  the  only  one  of 
the  brothers  married.  In  February,  1872, 
he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Maria  J. 
Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, of  Scotch-Irish  parents.  Their  children 
are:  Rev.  Henry,  a  graduate  of  Park  Col- 
lege, Missouri,  and  the  McCormick  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Chicago ;  Jessie,  a  grad- 
uate of  Park  College,  now  teaching  sclmol  in 


Xodaway  county;  Esther,  also  a  graduate  of 
the  same  college;  and  George  and  Lottie, 
attending  the  Maryville  (Missouri)  Semi- 
nary. They  also  have  two  children  de- 
ceased :  Marguerite,  who  was  educated  at 
Park  College  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  and  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  Hepburns  are  among  the  leading 
Presbyterians  of  Gaynor,  and  he  whose 
name  introduces  this  record  is  an  elder  in 
the  church.  The  family  name  is  synony- 
mous with  integrity  in  all  the  walks  of  life, 
and  the  family  record  is  unclouded  by  a 
shadow  of  wrong  or    a    suspicion    of    evil. 


JOHN  C.  HUNT. 

John  Corwin  Hunt,  the  senior  member 
of  the  prominent  law  firm  of  Hunt  &  Bailey, 
who  for  twenty  years  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  legal  profession  of  .Atchi- 
son county,  became  a  resident  of  this 
county  in  August,  1879.  JMr.  Hunt  is  a 
gentleman  highly  connected,  and  is  justly 
proud  of  the  history  of  honorable  ancestry 
and  of  the  record  of  family  patriotism  as 
manifested  during  the  trying  years  of  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion. 

He  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  In- 
diana ,  October  2,  1H55,  and  is  a  son  of  Miles 
and  Mary  L.  (Botkin)  Hunt,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  distinguished  lawyer  and 
patriot,  and  a  highly  lioiKired  citizen.  Mary 
L.  Botkin  was  a  daughter. of  Hugh  Piotkin, 
of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  whose  ancestors 
settled  in  South  Carolina.  The  posterity  of 
the  Botkins  drifted  into  east  Tennessee  in 
the  early  days.  Miles  and  Mary  L.  Hunt 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Oliver,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  X'olunteer  In- 
fantrv,  served  on  the  staff  of  (ieneral  Jeft'er- 
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son  C.  Davis,  and  is  now  a  lawyer  of  Tusco- 
la, Illinois;  William  T.,  deceased;  James  A., 
a  farmer  of  Britton,  Oklahoma,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois'  Volunteer  Infantry;  Dr.  Basil, 
deceased,  who  served  four  years  in  the  Union 
army;  Henry  C,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Sixty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
is  now  a  practicing  physician  in  Blackford 
county,  Indiana;  John  C. ;  Alonzo  L.,  a  far- 
mer of  Oklahoma ;  Mrs.  jSIelinda  Keever,  of 
Atchison  county,  ^lissouri;  Mrs.  Sarah  K. 
Dixon,  of  Edgar  county,  Illinois;  Racliel, 
the  wife  of  James  L.  Stephenson,  of  Atch- 
son  county,  Missouri ;  and  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  Alfred  T.  Oaker,  of  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri. 

Hon.  Miles  Hunt  was  born  in  I""leming 
county,  Kentucky,  in  1808,  and  died  in  1894. 
At  an  early  day  he  settled  in  Randolph  coui:- 
ty,  Indiana,  and  there  laid  out  the  town  ui 
Huntsville,  where  John  Corwin  Hunt,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  and  reared. 
He  was  a  man  of  unusually  strong  mind,  of 
wonderful  mental  grasp  of  affairs,  with  re- 
markable strength  of  purpose  and  fixity  of 
intention.  His  superiority  was  immediately 
apparent  and  he  was  often  selected  to  trans- 
act public  business  in  an  official  capacity. 
The  impress  of  his  mind  has  been  long  vis- 
ible in  the  legislation  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
in  the  lawmaking  body  of  which  state  he 
served  for  forty  years,  during  which  period 
he  secured  the  passage  of  the  law  which  gave 
to  that  state  her  first  free  inililic  schools. 
But,  strange  to  relate,  for  this  beneficent 
legislation  he  was  a  few  years  later  burned 
in  eftigy  by  his  former  friends,  so  certain 
did  they  feel  that  he  liad  added  his  endorse- 
ment to  a  useless  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  moneys.  iUu  before  the 
ne.xt  election  dav  canic  around  tlic  wisdom 


of  his  action  had  become  so  apparent  that  he 
was  returned  to  the  legislature  and  remained 
in  that  body  until  schools  for  nine  months  in 
the  year  were  the  rule  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Hunt 
was  elected  district  attorney  for  the 
counties  of  Jay,  Randolph  and  Wayne,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  when  there  was  an  ad- 
verse majority  in  the  district  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand votes.  He  studied  law  in  Randolj)!! 
county,  in  which  count}'  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

During  the  trying  times  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  was  one  of  tlie  stanchest  sup- 
porters of  Governor  Morton,  and  was  chosen 
colonel  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  but  was  persuaded  by  the  governor 
to  decline  a  commission  and  remain  in  the 
state,  where  loyal  men  of  strength  of  char- 
acter were  greatly  needed  and  where  lie  could 
render  greater  service  to  his  country  than  he 
could  in  the  field.  He  was  with  the  force 
that  went  to  drive  out  of  Indiana  bis  cousin. 
the  Confederate  general,  John  Morgan,  and 
in  all  respects  in  those  years  of  war  bis  ex- 
ample was  a  potent  inspiration  to  young  men 
of  his  acquaintance,  nian}-  of  whom  through 
his  influence  united  with  the  army  of  the 
Union,  with  the  determination  to  aid  in  the 
preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  Repub- 
lic, he  hiuLself  having  four  sons  and  twenty- 
seven  nephews  aiding  in  the  accomplishment 
of  that  noble  cause. 

The  Hunt  family  originally  came  from 
England.  Hon.  Miles  Hunt  was  the  son 
of  a  farmer  and  the  grandson  of  a  r>ai)tist 
preacher.  His  father  removed  to  Kentucky 
froni  South  Carolina  during  the  very  early 
years  of  the  nineteciith  century.  Other  sons 
of  this  Kentuckv  farmer  became  useful  and 
prominent  men.  Rew  William  iiuut  was  a 
pioneer  circuit  rider  of  Indiana  and  (_)bio; 
Dr.  Basil  Hunt    was    a  successful    medical 
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practitioner  of  Randolph  county,  Indiana: 
and  Lewis  Hunt  was  a  prospernus  merchant 
of  Jay  county  of  tiie  same  state.  Judge 
Hunt,  of  the  supreme  court  of  tlic  L'nited 
States,  was  a  cousin  of  Hon.  Miles  Hunt,  as 
was  also  the  Hon.  George  H.  Pendleton,  of 
Ohio.  The  poet,  Leigh  Hunt,  and  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,   were  lirothers  and   Englishmen. 

John  Corwin  Hunt  received  an  excellent 
primary  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
afterward  he  spent  five  years  in  Lee's  Aca- 
emy  at  Loxa,  Illinois,  graduating  under 
Principal  T.  J.  Lee,  a  West  Point  man.  The 
following  year  he  passed  in  tlie  law  office  of 
his  brother  in  Douglas  county,  Illinois,  and 
then  taught  school  and  read  law  for  two  and 
a  half  years.  Bishop  &  McKinley,  of  Edgar 
county,  Illinois,  being  his  preceptors  a  por- 
tion of  tlie  time.  In  1876  he  entered  Alichi- 
gan  University  and  there  tonk  a  course  in 
the  law  department,  graduating  in  the  class 
of  1878.  After  making  a  tnur  nf  explora- 
tion in  search  of  a  suitable  location  for  oi;en- 
ing  an  office  of  his  own,  which  tour  included 
a  portion  of  Texas,  he  finally  selected  Atchi- 
son county,  ]\Iissouri,  as  the  place  to  his 
mind  most  desirable.  His  first  work  in  Dale 
township  was  the  teaching  of  the  school 
there  during  the  winter,  and  at  the  suceeding 
fall  election  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  the  county.  In  this  ofiice  he  served  two 
years,  which  were  followed  by  four  years'  ser- 
vice in  the  office  of  city  attorney  of  Rockport, 
these  six  years  constituting  the  aggregate 
of  his  public  service.  In  the  practice  of  the 
law  his  first  prominent  case  was  the  defense 
of  Harris,  charged  with  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  and  of  Blake,  who  was  jointly  indict- 
ed with  Harris.  Both  of  these  defendants 
were  conx'icted,  but  broke  jail  and  are  still 
at  large.     2^1  r.  Hunt  assisted  in  the  defense 


of  Sons  and  Bales,  charged  with  murder  in 
the  first  degree,  and  cleared  them.  He  pros- 
ecuted Morrow  for  murder  and  secured  his 
conviction  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  de- 
gree, the  onl)'  conviction  of  the  kind  report- 
ed in  Missouri  for  such  an  off^ense.  He  de- 
fended a  man  for  highway  robberv,  wlio  ac- 
tually held  up  his  victim,  forced  him  to  sign 
a  check  and  sent  it  to  the  bank  to  ha\e  it 
cashed,  clearing  him  on  a  technicalit}'.  Much 
of  the  important  ci\il  business  transacted  in 
the  county,  and  also  some  of  tlie  same  kind 
of  business  outside  of  the  county,  has  been 
handled  by  Mr.  Hunt  or  by  the  firm  of  which 
he  is  a  member. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  married  in  Atchison  coun- 
ty, in  1 88 1,  to  Miss  Emma  M.  Lane,  by 
whom  he  lias  had  the  folowing  children: 
A  son,  Henry  !'>.  Hunt;  and  a  daughter, 
ATargaret  M.  Hunt,  who  did!  at  si.x  years  of 


BEN  V.  PRATHER. 

The  late  James  l5asil  Prather,  of  Mary- 
ville,  w'hose  life  was  passed  chiefiy  within  the 
limints  of  'Nodaway  county  and  whose  acts 
and  deeds  are  most  worthy  of  memory  and 
emulation,  was  born  in  Mercer  cmnty,  Ken- 
tucky, April  6,  1834,  and  died  in  Mary\ille, 
February  23,  1891.  Mr.  Prather  was  a  son 
of  Colonel  I.  N.  Prather,  who  founded  tlic 
first  Prather  home  in  Nodaway  countw  in 
White  Cloud  township,  in  1841.  Colonel 
Prather  was  born  in  1802.  James  B.  Pra- 
ther was  his  eldest  son.  Colonel  Prather  was 
an  influential  citizen  and  Democrat,  and  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Nodaway  county  court 
W"as  held  at  his  residence,  lie  was  a  large 
farmer  for  his  time  and  died  possessed  of 
a  modest  fortune.  James  1>.  l'rather"s  youth 
was  passed  on  his  father's  homestcatl  and  in 


436 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


near-l)y  public  scliools,  wliere  lie  acquired  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  affairs  and  of  the 
common  branches  of  learning  to  enable  him 
to  embark  in  Inisiness.  His  fondness  for 
study  led  him.  during  the  course  of  his  long 
and  active  business  life,  to  read  systematical- 
1\'  until  his  education  can  be  saiil  to  have 
been  thorough  and  complete.  One  who  knew 
him  most  intimateh'  says:  "He  was  a  ripe 
scholar,  a  close  student  and  a  deep  thinker." 
He  possessed  some  knowledge  of  the  dead 
languages,  was  a  thorough  mathematician, 
and  reached  his  conclusions  by  logical  rea- 
soning and  careful  analysis.  That  he  early 
de\eloped  marked  ability  is  attested  l)v  the 
fact  that  in  1856,  when  he  was  but  twenty- 
two  years  old.  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Nod- 
away county.  He  served  three  years  in  that 
capacity  and  was  then  elected  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  in  both  of  which  offices  he  ac- 
quitted himself  with  credit  and  won  the  en- 
tire confidence  of  his  constituency. 

.\s  a  business  man  Mr.  Prather  was  the 
l)eer  of  any  man  in  Marysille.  His  ability 
to  handle  large  affairs  seemed  innate,  and  as 
he  acquired  experience  his  capacity  for  af- 
fairs of  increased  magnitude  and' reipiirinf^ 
greater  foresight  broadened  and  extended. 
He  entered  the  drug  trade  in  partnership 
with  the  late  Albert  T.  Ellis  in  1866.  This 
jjartnership  existed  and  prospered  for  twen- 
ty-six years  and  was  dissolved  only  by  his 
death.  In  1869,  in  company  with  Cjeorge 
S.  Baker,  E.  S.  Stephenson.  J.  E.  Alexander 
and  W.  C.  Orear,  he  organized  a  bank  at 
Maryville,  under  the  name  of  (.leorge  .S.  Ba- 
ker &  Company,  which  concern  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  Nodaway  Valley  Bank,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Prather  became  its  presitlent  and 
Theodore  H.  Robinson  its  cashier.  Of  this 
institution  Mr.  Prather  was  \ery  proud.  He 
gave  to  it  more  than  twentv  vears'  active 


service  in  the  best  years  of  his  life,  and 
brought  to  it  a  rare  judgment  born  of  fine 
natural  endowment  and  large  and  continued 
success  in  business.  The  financial  standing 
and  the  upright  character  of  its  owners 
greatly  aided  the  institution's  growth  and 
prosperity,  and  it  has  always  maintained  its 
reputation  as  one  of  the  safest  banks  in 
northern  Missouri.  In  the  early  '70s,  Mr. 
Prather  became  interested  in  thoroughbred 
horses  and  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing 
a  farm  for  the  breeding  of  them.  His  large 
farm,  known  as  the  Faustiana,  was  adequate- 
ly equipped  with  that  object  in  view,  and  the 
business  was  carried  on  till  his  death,  with 
great  success  and  profit.  Its  renown  spread 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  state  and  to  the 
horse  markets  of  the  large  cities  where  an- 
nual yearling  sales  were  conducted.  This 
was  one  of  his  pet  schemes  and  the  profits 
it  yielded  and  the  records  of  Jim  Gray  and 
Galen  and  other  products  of  his  farm  were 
sufficient  achievements  to  gratify  his  am- 
bition. 

Mr.  Prather  was  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune  and  enjoyed  it  quietly  and  without 
ostentation.  He  gave  alms  and  dispensed 
charit)'  in  strict  accord  with  the  words  of 
Christ.  He  did  not  take  much  stock. in  the 
preaching  of  the  modern  clergy  and  was  in)t 
fully  convinced  that  Christ  was  anything 
more  than  a  good  man  and  a  reformer  among 
the  Jews;  yet  he  had  a  clear  and  firm  lielief 
in  a  supreme  being.  His  reading  was  along 
the  line  of  popular  authors  and  occasionally 
he  cpioted  from  them  readily  and  accurately. 
He  knew  by  heart  Lochiel's  Warning  and 
Rienzi's  Address  to  the  Romans,  and  Mil- 
ton's Paradise  Lost  was  a  work  which  he 
greatly  admired.  His  cordial  manner  and 
tender  emotion  endeared  him  to  all  wlio  rec- 
ognized the  beauty  of  his  character.      Envy 
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found  no  place  in  Iiis  bosom,  he  had  a  word 
of  g'ood  cheer  for  all  and  was  one  of  the  first 
to  aid  the  suffering  and  distressed.  He  loved 
and  was  devoted  to  his  family  and  his  sis- 
ters. In  political  affiliations  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  in  later  life  and  while  absorbed 
in  business  he  let  other  men  manipulate  pol- 
itics. He  was  a  Knight  Templar  ]\Iason 
and  was  the  first  master  of  Maryville  lodge. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  apearance,  five  feet  ten 
and  a  half  inches  in  height,  and  weighed  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds. 

Mr.  Prather  married  Emma  F.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  W.  R.  and  Sarali  (  \\'arren)  Holt, 
Novem1)er  i6,  i^J^.  and  their  children  are: 
Ben  \'.  Prather.  born  July  17.  1875.  and 
Elizabeth  and  Hilary  Prather.  Ben  \'.  Pra- 
ther is  the  acti\e  manager  of  the  estate  of 
his  father  and  his  personal  interests  and 
those  of  his  mother  are  matters  to  which  he 
devotes  his  time  exclusively.  He  was  grad- 
uated in  the  public  schools  of  JMaryville  and 
later  studied  a  year  at  De  Pauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Indiana.  He  was  married,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1896,  in  Co\ington,  Kentucky,  to 
Bessie  Guerin,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
Lawrence  Guerin,  the  rector  uf  the  Episco- 
pal church  at  Lake  Pro\-idence,  Louisiana. 
Following  in  the  path  of  his  worthy  father, 
]\Ir.  Prather  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
young  and  belongs  to  the  local  lodge,  chap- 
ter and  commandery,  and  to  the  shrine  and 
consistory  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


DAVID  ^IcMICHAEL. 

This  well-known  and  honored  citizen  of 
Nodaway  count}'  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
X)n  his  fine  farm  one  mile  west  of  Graham 
and  one  mile  east  of  Maitland.  .\  native 
of  Lancaster  county,  Penns}'lvania,  he  was 
born  November  3,   1822,  and  is  a  son  of 


James  and  Sarah  (Smitii)  McMichael.  His 
father  was  born  in  Ireland  and  when  young 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  Philadelphia,  where  his  father  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  bricks  and 
where  both  parents  died.  In  religious  faith 
they  were  Catholics.  Their  children  were 
James,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Cornelius, 
a  wagonmaker;  John  and  David,  both  black- 
smiths; and  Eliza. 

James  jMcMichael  grew  to  manhood  in 
Philadelphia  and  began  his  business  career 
as  a  farm  hand.  After  his  marriage  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  rented  land  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  until  1832,  when 
he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  and  later  to  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  first  employed 
at  teaming  antl  subsequently  engaged  in 
farming  on  rented  land.  In  1837  he  went  to 
Blackford  county,  Indiana,  and  entered  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  heavil}'  tim- 
bered land,  which  he  converted  into  a  good 
farm.  Being  a  good  judge  of  horses  and 
well  versed  in  the  treatment  of  their  dis- 
eases, he  became  a  local  veterinary  surgeon 
and  also  dealt  in  horses,  which  he  sold  to 
eastern  firms.  He  met  with  success  in  his 
labors  and  left  his  family  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  His  patriotism  led  him  to 
enlist  during  the  Civil  war,  although  well 
advanced  in  years,  and  he  received  fmni 
Governor  Morton  the  appointment  of  wagon 
"boss"  in  the  LTnited  States  army,  but  he 
died  very  suddenly  at  Camp  Jo  Holt,  at  Jef- 
fersduvillc,  Indiana,  and  his  remains  were 
taken  tn  his  nld  Imme  for  interment.  His 
wife  died  on  the  homestead  in  1876.  .She 
was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  only  child 
of  her  parents.  Her  father,  who  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation,  was  of  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  descent,  while  her  mother  was  of  Eng- 
lish lineage.     The  latter  was  married  twice. 
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her  first  liusband  being  Mr.  Smitli.  Tlie 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  oldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  the  others  being  Ann, 
the  wife  of  A.  Conley,  of  Indiana;  Eliza  J., 
the  wife  of  B.  Hart;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  J. 
Cunningham;  James,  a  resident  of  Iowa; 
and  Isaiah,  of  Delaware  county,  Indiana. 
The  parents  were  menil)ers  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

David  McMichael  was  reared  to  habits 
of  industry,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  various  removals  and  remained  a 
resident  of  Blackford  county,  Indiana,  un- 
til reaching  manhood.  Subse(|uently  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  in  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  and  while  there  was  married  in  1846 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Huls,  of  that  county.  Her 
father,  Anthony  Huls,  a  farmer  1i\-  Mccupa- 
tion,  was  born  in  New  "S'nrk.  and  died  in 
Preble  county,  Ohio.  \\h  children  were 
Sylvanus,  Joel,  William,  David.  Jdlin. 
George,  Harriette,  Charlotte,  Olive,  Direxa, 
Mary  A.  and  ^Margaret,  all  nf  win  mi  lived 
to  be  married.  The  children  burn  tu  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  3*IcMichael  were  Sarah  J.,  the  wife 
of  Corydon  Bird,  mentioned  further  mi ;  and 
James  S..  a  resident  nf  (iraham.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Wapelln. 
Iowa,  in  1858,  and  the  Inllnwing  year  Mr. 
McMichael  married  Miss  [•"ranees  A.  Daw- 
son, who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Virginia,  and  with  a  brother  went  to  bnva 
as  a  school-teacher.  There  the  brother  died 
and  she  was  left  alone.  She  died  in  this 
county,  June  3.  1896.  leaxing  one  daughter, 
Mary  E..  the  wife  of  J.  Perkins,  a  farmer  of 
Ra\'enwood. 

.\fter  his  first  marriage  Mr.  McMichael 
worked  a  rented  farm  in  Treble  county, 
Ohio,  until  1850,  when  he  mo\ed  to  Ecjuisa. 
county,  Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm,  making  it 


his  home  until  coming  to  Nodaway  county. 
Missouri,  in  1876.  He  first  purchased  :', 
farm  east  of  ]\Iaryville,  but  fi\e  years  later 
sold  that  place  and  spent  ten  years  in  the 
city  lending  money  and  speculating  in  real 
estate  and  cattle.  In  1891  he  bought  his 
present  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twentv- 
seven  acres  of  well-improved  land,  which  his 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Bird,  now  manages,  while 
he  lives  a  retired  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  entirely  a 
self-made  man.  being  the  architect  and  build- 
er of  his  own  fortune.  \\'ben  first  married 
he  gave  the  onlv  five  dollars  he  had  to  his 
wife  to  buy  dishes;  but  by  hard  work,  per- 
severance and  good  management  he  has  be- 
come a  well-to-do  man,  and  can  look  back 
with  pride  over  his  past  struggles,  knowing 
that  all  that  he  has  he  has  come  b)-  honest- 
ly. While  in  Wapello.  Iowa,  he  ran  a  grist- 
mill and  carrietl  on  other  business  in  con- 
nection with  farming. 

Politically  Mr.  McMichael  was  original- 
ly a  ^^'hig,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Henry 
Clay,  and  since  the  dissolution  of  that  party 
has  been  a  stanch  Repulilican.  He  filled 
several  offices  in  Iowa  and  ^lissouri,  and  has 
always  been  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
])ublic-s])iritc(l  men  of  his  conuuunity.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  he  is 
now  connected  with  the  Independent  ( )rder 
of  Odd  Eellows,  in  which  he  has  tilled  all 
the  chairs,  besides  rei)rescnting  his  lodge 
in  the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa  twice. 

Corydon  Bird,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Michael, was  born  in  Beaver  count}',  Penn- 
sylvania, January  30,  1848,  and  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  During  bis  boyhood  the  Civil 
war  broke  out,  and  he  lirsl  enlisted  in  the 
state  militia,  but  afterwanl  joined  the  One 
Htuidred  and  Se\enth  Pennsyhania  X'olun- 
tecr   Infantry,    which    was    assigned    to    the 
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Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  remained  in  the 
service  until  Lee's  surrender  and  participated 
in  the  grand  review  at  \Vashingt()n.  I).  C, 
where  he  was  honorably  discharged,  being 
paid  off  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  he  went  to  Iowa,  where  he 
niarried  Miss  Sarah  J.  ]\Ic]\Iichael,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  nine  children,  namely: 
Frank  and  Harry,  both  at  home ;  William, 
who  is  married,  and  engaged  in  mining  in 
Quitman,  Missouri ;  and  Mary,  Phineas, 
Corydon,  George,  Morton  and  Goldie,  all 
at  home.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Bird 
was  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado,  but  is 
now  successfully  operating  Mr.  McMichael's 
farm  in  Xodaway  county,  Missouri.  Politi- 
cally he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  socially  affiliates  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


TOHN  HUM. 


In  the  citizen  named  al)o\e,  Xodaway 
county  has  another  self-made  man  who  has 
during  late  years  done  his  part  toward  the 
advancement  of  its  material  interests,  and 
who,  when  the  integrity  of  our  country  was 
in  peril,  risking  his  life  for  three  long  years 
in  its  defense  and  came  near  yielding  it 
up  on  the  altar  of  patriotism,  for  he  received 
a  shell  wound  on  the  head  and  e.scaped  death 
by  the  merest  chance.  He  is  a  man  of  in 
dependent  spirit,  who  has  always  worked  and 
voted  acording  to  his  political  convictions, 
but  has  never  permitted  himself  to  be  blinded 
by  the  claims  of  any  political  faction. 

John  Hum,  of  Nodaway  township-)  (post- 
ofifice  Burlington  Junction),  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
and  stockmen  of  the  count\',  an  influential 


citizen  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  was 
born  near  Martinsbnrg,  Bedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  May  3,  1840,  a  son  of  Henr_y 
Hum  (or  Hamm).  and  is  of  German  line- 
age. Henry  Hum  was  born  in  Bedford 
county,  Pennsyhania,  also,  and  grew  to 
manhood  there  and  married  ]\Iary  Rhodes, 
also  a  native  of  Bedford  county,  who  died 
young,  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  the 
family  had  emigrated  in  1847,  fr<iiu  Penn- 
sylvania, leaving  four  children.  Mr.  Ihuu 
soon  afterward,  in  1852,  went  overland  to 
California,  stopping  by  the  way  in  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  and  for  a  time  gave  his  at- 
tention to  mining,  .\fter  a  time  he  aban- 
doned this  occupation  and  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  army  and  saw  three  years' 
arduous  and  dangerous  ser\-ice,  in  Imlian 
fighting,  in  the  western  territories,  .\fter 
the  outbreak  of  the  Ci\-il  war  he  ser\ed  on 
the  frontier  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He 
then  returned  to  Illinois  to  see  his  children, 
who  had  grown  to  manhood  antl  woman- 
hood during  his  long  absence,  but  soon  lo- 
cated in  Doniphan  county.  Kansas,  w  here  he 
became  a  farmer  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six. He  was  a  good  citizen  and  a  gootl 
Democrat,  upright  in  all  things  and  a  beliex'Cr 
in  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  The  chiklren 
of  Henry  and  Mary  (Rhodes)  Hum  are: 
John,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  notice; 
Michael,  who  lives  at  Tonkawa,  Oklahoma 
territory;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Robert  I'inley, 
of  Hiawatha,  Kansas;  Rebecca,  who  is  the 
wife  of  John  (iraves,  of  Nodaway  lownsliip, 
Nodawa}'  county.  JNIissouri. 

John  Hum  was  reared  on  an  Illinois  farm 
and  his  youthful  lot  was  a  hard  one.  He 
worked  for  six  years  for  Thomas  Caldwell, 
doing  every  kind  of  farm  labor,  and  attend- 
ed -school  only  six  weeks  in  the  year,  in  the 
"winter  season."     Still  he  obtained  consid- 
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erable  useful  leaniinof  and  was  tauglit  tlie 
lessons  of  honesty  and  of  love  of  country. 
From  the  day  on  which  he  learned  that  the 
secessionists  had  fired  on  Fort  Sumter  he 
was  desirous  of  figiiting  for  the  preser\ation 
of  the  Union,  and  September  17,  1861,  ha 
enlisted  in  Company  K.  Forty-seventh  Illi- 
r.ois  A'olunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  John 
Biner  and  Captain  Jacob  Jamison.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  engagements,  among  them 
the  following:  Island  Xo.  10;  Point  Pleas- 
ant; Farrington,  Missouri;  siege  of  Corinth: 
battle  of  Corinth;  \'icksburg,  Mississippi: 
]\Iechanicsville;  Richmond,  Louisiana;  Fort 
Dukusy,  Louisiana;  Henderson  Hills,  Louis- 
iana; Centerville,  ]\Iorris  Plantation,  Shreve- 
])ort  (all  in  Louisiana);  Ablieville,  Mississ- 
ip])i ;  Lake  Chicot.  Louisiana;  and  Tupelo. 
Mississippi.  Our  subject  was  wounded  in 
the  hand  bv  a  shell,  wiien  in  Captain  John 
^1.  Brown's  compan}-.  at  the  battle  of  Abbe- 
ville, July  25,  1864,  just  after  the  Red  river 
campaign  by  Farragut.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, October  11,  1864,  after  having  made 
an  enviable  record  as  a  gallant  soldier. 

After  leaving  the  army  he  engaged  in 
farm  work.  In  1869  he  came  to  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  lived  until  1891. 
He  then  purchased  of  James  (Sraxes  and 
Andrew  Ault  his  ]M-esent  farm  uf  eighty 
acres  in  Xodaway  townshij).  Xoijaway  coun- 
t}'.  a  mile  and  three-quarters  east  of  Burling- 
ton Junction.  On  his  well  improved  and  care- 
fully cultivated  farm  there  is  a  beautiful 
cottage  home,  surrounded  by  a  fine  lawn,  a 
splendid  orchard  and  (jiher  e\idences  of 
taste  and  prosperity. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hum  first  su])ported  Peter 
Cooper,  of  the  Greenback  ])arty,  later  he 
voted  for  General  Weaver  and  during  the 
last  cam])aign  espoused  the  cause  of  Hryan. 


Mr.  Hum  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  possesses  all  the 
characteristics  of  the  veteran  soldier,  frank- 
ness and  friendliness  being  prominent  among 
them. 


WILLIAM  S.  FRAYXE. 

A\'illiam  Sidney  Frayne,  one  of  the  most 
widely  and  favorably  known  merchants  of 
Xodaway  county,  has  passed  almost  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  as  a  citizen  of  this  county. 
He  was  born  Xovember  6,  1853.  at  I'almyra, 
Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  of  English 
parents.  His  father,  John  Frayne,  came 
from  the  county  of  Cornwall,  England, 
where  he  was  born  in  1823.  John  was  a 
son  of  Richard  Frayne  and  had  an  elder 
brother  of  the  same  name.  In  1838  an 
agreement  of  apprenticeship  was  entered 
into  which  affected  John  Frayne  in  a  most 
interesting  manner,  and,  to  gratify  the  nat- 
ural curiosity  of  those  who  make  a  stutl\"  of 
biography,  a  clause  of  that  agreement  is  here 
inserted :  "That  John  Frayne,  being  of  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  or  thereabouts,  son  of 
Richard  Frayne.  of  the  parish  of  Eglos  Ker- 
ry, in  the  cnnUy  of  Cornwall,  blacksmith, 
does  put  himself  apjjrentice  to  the  said 
Richard  I-'rync,"  etc.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
t3-two.  ha\ing  completed  his  apprenticeship, 
he  was  taken  on  board  the  British  ship 
Stikes,  as  a  stoker,  and  the  next  year  went 
aboard  the  Dido  as  a  blacksmith.  He  left 
the  sea  in  1849,  '^"'I  from  his  certificate  of 
service  it  is  evident  that  he  bore  a  good 
character,  as  the  upper  right  hand  corner  of 
his  certificate  is  not  clipped  oft',  but  remains 
intact.  His  ships  went  on  long  cruises  and 
were  thus  for  many  months  away  from  port. 

Upon  retiring  from  a  sea-faring  life  he 
emigrated  to  the  L'nited  States  locating  in 
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Jefferson  county.  Wisconsin,  wliere  he  fnl- 
lowed  his  trade  oi  blacksmith  without  in- 
terruption until  1878,  at  which  time  he  re- 
tired from  active  business  life.  ]\Ir.  I'rayne 
married  in  Cornwall,  England.  ]\liss  Ann 
M.  Gay,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Mrs.  Carrie  Wilkinson,  who  died 
in  W'hitewood,  Dakota;  Emma,  the  wife  of 
Fred  J.  Cronk,  of  Boone,  low  a :  Mrs.  Xellie 
Brown,  of  Hopkins,  ^Missouri,  and  William 
Sidney,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1894,  and 
Mr.  Frayne  himself  died  in  1899,  where  he 
had  passed  so  many  years  of  usefulness  and 
honor. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  John 
Frayne  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in 
Captain  Griffith's  batter}-,  .Se\enth  \\'iscon- 
sin  Light  Artillery,  serx'ing  until  Octol.ier, 
1862,  when  he  was  discharged  at  IIum1)oldt, 
Tennessee,  on  account  of  clisaliility.  He  was 
always  a  good  soldier  in  war,  as  he  was  al- 
ways a  true  man  in  peace. 

"Sid"  Frayne,  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
received  a  good,  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  city  in  which  he  was  reared. 
When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  began 
to  learn  the  tinner's  trade,  in  the  employ  of 
William  DeWolf,  of  Whitewater,  \\'iscon- 
sin,  an(i  wcjrked  in  the  towns  of  Waukesha 
and  Baldwin  in  that  state  and  at  Steamboat 
Rock,  Iowa,  besides  being  at  times  "on  the 
road."  In  1877  he  remo\ed  to  Missouri,  his 
capital  at  that  time  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  ^\'ith  this  small  sum  he  en- 
gaged in  business,  in  partnership  with  C.  S. 
Martin,  under  the  tirm  name  of  [Martin  & 
Frayne.  For  three  }ears  these  partners 
worked  together,  their  business  being  located 
on  Barnard  street.  Mr.  Frayne  withdrew 
from  the  above-mentioned  firm  and  founded 
the  firm  of  Frayne  &  Jeffers  on  Third  street. 


I-'our  years  later  l\Ir.  Jcf¥ers  retired  from  the 
lirm,  and  Mr.  l'"rayne  became  sole  proprietor. 
In  1891  he  erected  his  large  warehouse  and 
store-room,  known  as  the  Eli,  which  [jlace 
of  business,  next  to  the  bank,  is  the  most  im- 
portant one  of  Hopkins.  Hardware,  har- 
ness, furniture  and  agricultural  implements 
constitute  his  stock  in  trade,  and  without 
doubt  it  is  the  most  extensive  of  the  kind  in 
Nodaway  county. 

As  a  Competent  and  progressive  business 
man  ^Ir.  Frayne  is  to  be  congratulated,  and 
as-  a  successful  and  wide-awake  citizen  he 
merits  and  receives  the  appreciation  of  his 
fellow-men.  Many  men  have  laljored 
throughout  their  entire  lives  and  ha\e  ac- 
complished less,  and  few  men  in  ^Missouri 
have  made  their  presence  felt  anil  achiexed 
so  wide  and  excellent  a  reputation  at  his  age. 

In  December,  1878,  ]\Ir.  Frayne  married 
Xellie  Crinklaw,  a  daughter  of  David  Crink- 
law,  then  of  Hopkins,  Missouri.  To  this 
marriage  there  has  been  born  one  child,  Rol- 
lie  Frayne.  Mr.  Frayne  is  a  member  of 
Palmyra  Lodge,  Palmyra,  Wisconsin,  A.  F< 
&  A.  M. ;  of  Owens  Chapter,  Maryville,  Mis- 
souri; Shekinah  Council,  No.  24,  R.  &  S. 
M.,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  iMaryville 
Comniandery,  K.  T. ;  Moilah  Temple,  .V.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S.,  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  of  the 
\\'estern  Consistory,  at  Kansas  Cit}-.  [Mis- 
souri. He  is  the  president  of  the  Eli  Hard- 
ware Company  of  Hopkins,  Missouri,  and 
is  everywhere  highly  esteemed  for  his  high 
character  and  strictly  honorable  methods  of 
transacting  business. 


GUSTAVE  BAYHA. 

One  of  the  representatives  of  the  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  interests  of  Atchison 
county,  .Gustave  Bayha,  has  long  been  iden- 
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tified  with  tlie  progress  and  development  of 
this  section  of  the  state  and  is  a  descendant 
of  a  good  family  of  Germany.  He  was  horn 
in  \\'urtemberg,  that  country,  on  the  14th  of 
November,  1834,  and  spent  his  younger  days 
in  attending  school,  acquiring  a  liberal  edu- 
cation. His  father,  Frederick  Bayha,  was 
also  born  in  Germany  and  having  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity  he  married  Nancy 
Laiser,  who  also  was  a  native  of  the  father- 
land, and  there  they  spent  their  remaining 
days,  both  dying  when  abcnit  sixty-one 
3-ears  of  age.  The  father  was  a  loyal  and 
faithful  soldier  in  Xapoleon"s  army  for 
seven  years  and  went  with  the  army  to  Rus- 
sia when  Moscow  was  destroyed,  narrow- 
ly escaping  death  in  the  massacre  which 
occurred  in  that  campaign.  He  was  a  courier 
and  was  sent  with  dispatches  through  the 
enemy's  country  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Moscow.  This  enabled  him  to  make  his 
escape  from  Russia  and  to  his  home  in 
Germany  he  returned,  there  spending  his  re- 
maining days.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  In  their 
family  were  nine  children,  of  whom  four 
<lied  in  the  fatherland,  namely  :  Fred,  Louis, 
Charles  William  and  ^latilda..  Those  still 
living  are  Emily,  who  resides  in  Germany; 
Gustave;  Sophia,  of  (Icrnian)-;  and  Theo- 
dore, who  died  in  Miami  county,  Kansas. 

Gustave  Bayha  pursued  his  education  \\\ 
the  schools  of  his  native  country  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  when,  in  1854,  he  sailed 
from  Bremen  for  New  York  city,  being  si.xty 
days  in  making  the  voyage  on  a  sailing  ves- 
sel. After  arriving  in  this  country  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Lake  county,  Illinois,  where  he  se- 
cured employment  in  farm  work,  remaining 
•with  one  employer  for  five  years  as  a  most 
trusted  and  faithful  farm  hand.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period    he    removed  to  De 


Witt  county,  Illinois,  where  he  again  worked 
or.  a  farm,  continuing  there  for  about 
eight  years.  He  cultivated  rented  land  for 
a  number  of  years,  but  during  the  early 
part  of  the  Rebellion  he  put  aside  all  personal 
consi<lerations  to  join  the  army  and  aid 
ii-  the  preservation  of  the  L'nion.  During 
three  years  of  the  war  he  was  at  the  front, 
participating  in  many  hotly  contested  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes,  including  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  niany 
others.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  Illinois,  where  he 
continued  to  follow  farming  on  rented  land 
until  1877. 

In  that  3'ear  Mr.  Bayha  arrived  in  Mis- 
souri and  has  since  been  an  active  factor  in 
the  substantial  development  and  improve- 
ment of  this  portion  of  the  country.  He  pur- 
chased three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
broad  prairie  land,  at  five  dollars  per  acre, 
and  as  the  years  passed  has  increased  its  value 
by  judicious  im]iro\ement  and  cultivation  un- 
til it  is  now  worth  sixty  dollars  per  acre. 
He  has  also  extended  the  toundaries  of  his 
farms  imtil  his  landed  possessions  aggre- 
gate four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and 
his  farm  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in 
this  portion  of  the  state.  He  has  a  commodi- 
ous two-story  frame  residence  with  an  L. 
situated  on  a  natural  building  site  that  gives 
him  a  comniandinp-  \iew  of  the  surrounding 
countr_\- :  ornamental  and  forest  trees  cast 
their  shade  o\er  lawn  and  house  and  the 
rich  foliage  adds  to  the  beauty  of  the 
picture.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  house  are 
commodious  barns  and  good  buildings,  all 
painted  and  in  e.xcellent  state  of  preservation. 
His  land  is  used  for  grazing,  for  meadow  and 
for  cultivation  and  the  place  is  regarded  as 
one  ot   the  Ijest  farms  in  .Atchison  countv. 
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On  th^  pasture  lands  are  found  good  stock. 
the  sale  of  which  adds  materially  to  his  in- 
come as  the  years  pass  by.  In  the  fields 
are  found  the  various  cereals  best  adapted 
to  tlie  climate,  and  everything-  aliout  the 
place  indicates  the  progressi\e  spirit  and 
careful  management  of  the  owner. 

In  1871  Mr.  Bayha  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  De  Witt  county,,  Illinois,  to  Airs. 
]Mary  A.  Hollycross,  a  widow,  who  was 
born  near  Milford,  Union  county,  Ohio, 
December  23,  1840,  her  parents  being 
Isaac  and  Louisa  (Bailey)  Morse,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  for  many 
years.  He  resided  at  \arious  places,  being 
a  resident  of  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Union 
county,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  De  Witt  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  \yhere  he  now  makes  his  home, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1897.  She  was  a 
faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  did  all  in  her  power  to  instill  into 
the  minds  of  her  children  lessons  of  indus- 
try, integrity  and  moralit}-.  She  became  the 
n?other  of  ten  children,  of  wliom  eight  are 
living,  namely :  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Joseph  H. ;  Lewis;  Heber;  Harriet; 
Alice;  and  Lillie  and  William,  who  are  res- 
idents of  Atchison  county.  Those  who  have 
passed  away  are  Mrs.  Lizetta  Bedwell  and 
Mrs.  Adeliza  Bates.  After  attaining  to  wo- 
manhood Mary  Morse  became  tlie  wife  of 
Henry  Hollycross,  .by  whom  she  had  one 
daughter,  Henrietta.  The  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  JNIrs.  Bayha  had  been  blessed  with  seven 
children,  namely :  Hermon,  who  is  living 
in  Holt  county,  Missouri ;  Mrs.  Minnie  Da- 
vis, of  Atchison  county;  Mrs.  Jessie  Davis, 


also  of  the  same  county  ;  Theodore,  Matilda, 
Anna  and  Bertha. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bayha  is  a  Re- 
publican but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office.  He  is  of  the  Lutheran  faith,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church.  He  is 
a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  no  nati\-e  son  of 
America  is  more  loyal  to  the  institutions  and 
interests  of  this  republic  than  he.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  manifested  Iiis  pa- 
triotism by  three  years'  service  at  the  front, 
aiding  in  upholding  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
and  protecting  the  starry  banner  of  the  na- 
tion. He  is  broadminded,  enterprising  and 
public-spirited,  and  is  justly  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
his  community.  In  business  his  efforts  have 
been  crowned  with  a  creditable  degree  of 
success.  He  is  a  good  financier,  possesses 
excellent  executive  ability  and  his  keen  dis- 
cernment and  capable  management,  combined 
with  untiring  industry,  have  won  to  him  a 
handsome  estate,  making  him  one  of  the 
most  substantial  residents  of  Atchison 
county. 


E.  J.  BEXDER. 


E.  J.  Bender  is  the  cashier  of  the  Farm- 
ers' &  Merchants'  Bank  of  Elmo,  Missouri, 
one  of  the  most  solid  and  popular  banks  in 
Nodaway  county  and  which  has  the  fullest 
confidence  of  its  patrons.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  this  bank  since  1893.  This  bank 
was  established  at  Elmo  in  1887,  and  has 
always  done  a  general  banking  business, 
buys  and  sells  exchange,  makes  collections, 
etc.,  all  of  which  is  carried  on  in  a  business- 
like manner.  The  bank  building  is  a  two- 
story,  brick  structure,  solidly  built,  is  fitted 
up  in  a   modern   manner,   with   tile   floors. 


444 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


good  furniture,  and  an  excellent  safe,  giv- 
ing the  entire  interior  a  substantial  and 
tasteful  appearance,  such  as  is  seldom  seen  in 
a  small  country  town.  In  1893,  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  became  connected  with 
this  institution,  it  was  owned  and  conducted 
bv  Messrs.  Bilsby  &  Ralston,  its  founders. 
The  bank  was  incorporated  February  1 1 . 
1897.  and  since  1898  J.  J.  King  has  l)een  it:? 
president. 

E.  J.  Bender,  the  gentlemanly  and  ac- 
commodating cashier  of  this  bank,  was  Imrn 
at  Maitland,  J^Iissouri,  October  16.  1869. 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Bender,  a  prominent 
and  well  known  citizen  of  Skidmore,  this 
state.  He  removed  in  1873  to  Monroe 
township,  Nodaway  county,  Alissouri,  set- 
tled on  a  farm,  and  there  lived  for  some 
years.  It  was  upon  this  farm  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared,  and  upon 
which  he  was  inured  to  hard  labor  and  hon- 
est methods,  so  that  his  bodily  strength  and 
strength  of  character  were  built  up  together. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  later  pursued  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Burlington  Commercial  College,  Iowa, 
which  latter  has  been  of  great  practical  use 
to  him  in  his  present  responsible  position. 
He  is  one  of  three  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, two  of  whom  are  still  living,  himself 
and  E.  R.  Bender,  the  latter  of  whom  lives 
on  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Bender  was  married,  in  Xodawaj' 
county,  in  1891,  to  Miss  Alice  Clark,  a 
daughter  of  N.  Clark,  a  well  known  and 
highly  respectable  citizen  of  Skidmore.  Mrs. 
Bender  is  a  woman  of  superior  intelligence, 
education  and  refinement,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Clark  Bender.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bender  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  are  both  in  the  prime  of  life, 
have  numerous  friends,  because  of  their  gen- 


eral worth,  affability  and  generous  and 
genial  disix)sition,  and  are  most  highly  es- 
teemed bv  all  that  know  them. 


ALMYKOX  C.  HOPKINS. 

The  connectiiin  nf  Almyron  C.  Hop- 
kins, public  administrator  of  Nodaway 
county,  Mi.ssouri,  with  the  official  affairs 
of  this  division  of  the  state,  dates  from  his 
i'lduction  into  his  office  in  January.  1897. 
His  citizenship  began  when  he  took  charge  of 
the  joint  business  of  the  Kansas  City,  St. 
Joseph  &  Ciiuncil  I'lluffs  and  the  Omaha  & 
St.  Liiuis  Railrnads  at  Burlington  Tunction. 


Mr.  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  old  men  oi  the 
"Q"  system  when  he  dropped  the  operator's 
key  to  assume  iiis  present  duties.  He  be- 
gan railroading  when  that  important  busi- 
ness was  in  its  infancy  and  was  connected 
with  the  operating  departments  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  and  the  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  systems  nearly  tliirty 
years. 

Jabez  Alonzo   Hopkins,    the    father  of 
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Almyron  C.  Hopkins,  was  born  in  Oneida 
county.  Xew  York,  in  1819,  and  became  a 
carpenter  and  woodworkman.  He  married 
Angel ine  Kennedy  and  settled  in  Lake 
connt\',  Ohici.  near  PainesN-ille,  wbere  he 
died  in  1891.  his  wife  in  1893.  They  had 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  dead. 
Those  who  snr\i\-e  are  Delavern,  nf  Ore- 
gon; Almyron  C;  Lyman,  of  Painesville. 
Ohio,  and  Xettie,  the  wife  of  Earl  Barthol- 
omew, of  Perry,  Ohio.  Almyron  C.  Hop- 
kins, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at 
tlie  old  family  home,  near  Painesville.  Ohio, 
August  17.  1844.  and  was  yet  a  schoolboy 
v.hen  the  war  bruke  out  and  had  not  yet 
finished  his  eilucalion  when,  Jul}-  2~,  1863, 
he  enlisted,  in  the  Second  Regiment,  Ohio 
Hea\-y  Artillery.  He  \\as  mustered  in  at 
Columbus  and  saw  service  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  Georgia,  in  keeping  open  com- 
munications for  the  Federal  army.  He  was 
in  the  battles  at  Strawberry  Plain,  Varnell 
Station  and  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  and  was 
stationed  at  Greenville,  Tennessee,  the  old 
home  of  "Andy"  Johnson,  when  the  war 
ended.  His  command  was  ordered  to  Camp 
Chase  and  there  paid  off  and  discharged. 

In  beginning  civil  life,  Mr.  Hopkins  spent 
two  years  in  school  as  a  student  at  Grand 
River  Listitute,  Austinburg,  Ohio.  He 
chose  railroading  as  an  avenue  ofYering  op- 
portunities for  a  young  man  to  advance  ac- 
cording to  his  merits  and  was  employed  by 
the  Lake  Shore  railway  as  a  switchman  at 
Perry,  Ohio.  \Miile  there  his  work  caused 
him  to  be  much  about  the  station  and  he  be- 
came familiar  with  telegraphy  and  station 
work.  The  company  installed  him  in  the 
position  of  night  man  at  that  point,  and 
later  the  day  office  was  given  him,  and  he 
was  in  its  service  until   1872.     About  that 


time  a  heavy  immigration  was  settling  the 
plains  of  Kansas  and  Mr.  Hopkins  decided 
to  join  the  caravan  {o\-  the  Mecca  of  the 
west.'  He  took  up  a  liomeslead  in  Ottawa 
county.  Kansas,  not  long  before  the  begin- 
ning of  tlie  drying-up  process  began.  He 
was  hopeful  for  more  favorable  conditions 
from  year  to  year,  but  at  the  end  of  three 
years  despaired,  and,  with  his  substance 
nearly  dried  up,  went  back  to  Ohio.  He  re- 
turned to  the  Lake  Shore  service  in  his  for- 
mer capacity  and  remained  there  until  1881, 
when  he  again  came  west,  this  time  slopping 
in  Iowa.  His  first  agency  was  at  the  station 
of  Hawthorne.  Later  he  was  at  Farragut 
and  was  stationed  at  Red  Oak.  from  which 
place  he  removed  to  Nodaway  county,  to 
represent,  at  Burlington  Junction,  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  and  the  Omaha  &  St.  Louis  lines. 

Mr.  Hopkins  allied  himself  with  the  Re- 
])ublicans  until  that  party  adopted  the  plat- 
form of  1896  and  nominated  its  candidate. 
The  record  of  the  nominee,  Mr.  Hopkins 
thought,  showed  a  friend  of  the  white  metal, 
and  his  acceptance  of  the  nomination  on  an 
avowed  gold  platform  caused  Mr.  Hopkins 
to  declare  his  alienation  from  the  party.  He 
was  selected  to  make  the  race  on  the  fusion 
ticket,  as  a  Populist,  for  public  administra- 
tor, that  fall,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  ten  hundred  and  three,  anc'  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  position  in  1900,  by  a  majority 
of  264,  leading  his  ticket  by  67  votes. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  married  in  1867,  to 
Ruth  E.  Terrill,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Ter- 
rill,  of  Windsor,  Ohio.  Their  children  are: 
Grace  E.,  the  wife  of  H.  R.  Kester,  of  Nod- 
away county;  and  Charles,  of  St.  Joseph,  a 
conductor  on  the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  & 
Council  Bluffs  Railway.     jNIr.  Hopkins  is  a 
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Mason  and  was  for  several  years  deputy 
grand  master  and  lecturer  for  Missouri  dis- 
trict Xo.  6. 


M.  B.  W.  H.VRMOX. 

Among  the  leading  and  intiuential  citi- 
zens of  Xodaway  county  is  M.  B.  W  .  Har- 
mon, the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  Oak- 
dale  stock  farm  near  Pickering.  He  served 
with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  as  a  public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing man  he  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  substantial  improvement  and  material 
development  of  his  adopted  county. 

He  was  born  in  York  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. March  26,  1834,  a  son  of  Eli  and  Mary 
(Machlin)  Harmon,  also  natives  of  that 
state.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Rudolph 
Harmon,  was  of  German  descent.  He  was 
a  member  of  General  Sulli\an's  commantl  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  dietl  in  the  ser- 
\ice  His  children  were  Cassa,  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania;  Louisa;  Eliza;  Eli;  Freder- 
ick; and  Lewis,  a  resident  of  Illinois.  Our 
suliject's  maternal  grandfather,  George 
Machlin,  was  also  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
]\lonmouth.  He  was  a  member  of  the  I'irst 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  being  a  resident  nt 
that  state,  and  was  of  German  and  Irish  ex- 
traction. In  his  family  were  the  fullinving 
children:  Mrs.  Eliza  Knocker;  Mary,  the 
mother  of  our  subject;  Rebecca;  George,  a 
minister  of  the  Church  of  God;  John,  a  min- 
ister of  the  same  church;  and  James,  a 
farmer. 

In  early  life  Eli  Harmon,  our  subject's 
father,  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  in 
Peiuisylvania,  and  in  1850  moved  to  Dela- 
ware county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  ir. 
farming  until  coming  to  Missouri  in   1864. 


Here  he  made  his  home  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject,  who  in 
connection  with  a  brother  bought  the  land  as 
a  home  for  the  family,  it  being  known  as 
the  Baker  farm.  His  wife  died  while  they 
were  coming  to  this  state,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1880,  when  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  In  religious  faith  they  were  Method- 
its.  Their  children  were  Elmira,  who  died 
in  Pennsylvania:  M.  15.  \\'..  our  suhiect : 
James  O.  and  H.  H.,  who  both  died  in  Cali- 
fornia; J.  W'..  who  served  as  a  quartermas- 
ter in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  died  at 
St.  Jose])h.  Missouri :  Estella.  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  Lee  and  Obed,  deceased:  Ludora, 
Viife  of  L.  L.  Holbrook;  C.  J.,  also  a  soldier 
of  the  Civil  war;  Talbert,  a  resident  of  Kan- 
sas; and  Wing,  who  died  in  Ohio. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Harmon  attend- 
ed thecommon  schools  of  his  native  state,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
tr  Ohio,  where  he  commenced  work  in  a  sal- 
eratus  factory.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he 
was  promoted  to  cashier  and  bookkeeper  and 
held  those  positions  three  years.  He  next 
sold  books  for  D.  &  H.  Miller,  of  Columbus, 
but  during  the  crash  of  1857  he  lost  all  that 
he  had  made.  Going  south  in  the  interest  of 
the  same  business,  he  settled  in  Georgia,  and 
also  worked  in  Louisiana  and  Alabama. 
When  the  Ci\il  war  broke  out  he  was  in 
Xorth  Carolina,  and  when  the  states  began  to 
secede  he  returned  to  Georgia,  where  he 
made  his  home  with  a  Mr.  Garrison,  a  prom- 
inent slave-owner  and  merchant,  who  had 
served  as  a  state  senator  and  was  a  strong 
Union  man  until  his  state  seceded,  when  he 
went  with  it  and  raised  a  regiment,  of  wliich 
he  was  made  the  colonel.  He  failed  in  his 
attemi)t  to  induce  our  subject  to  enter  the 
southern  army.  Mr.  Harmon  then  returned 
north  by  way  of  Kentucky,  and,  touching  at 
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important  points  wliere  the  rebels  were  or- 
oanizing,  he  was  invited  to  join  them,  but 
al\\a}s  refused,  telHng  tliem  he  was  going 
north  and  would  be  back  to  fight  against 
them.  He  had  previously  served  as  a  captain 
of  two  different  companies  and  was  a  good 
drill  master,  and  as  soon  as  he  reached  his 
home  in  Ohio  he  was  solicited  to  raise  a 
company  by  those  knowing  his  ability  in  that 
line.  This  he  did,  but  as  their  services  were 
not  needed  at  that  time  the  company  was 
dissolved,  some  of  the  men  entering  other 
companies. 

Mr.  Harmon  enlisted  as  a  pri\ate,  but 
was  soon  made  assistant  drill  master  at 
Camp  Chase  and  sergeant  major  of  the  Thir- 
ty-first Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Walker.  As  soon  a^ 
needed  he  was  sent  to  General  Thomas  near 
Nicholasville,  Kentucky,  and  shortly  after- 
ward was  made  chief  of  the  secret  service  in 
his  brigade.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Wild 
Cat  Mountain  and  Mill  Springs,  and  later 
served  as  staff  officer  with  M.  B.  Walker,  J. 
M.  Connell,  George  H.  Thomas,  A.  Schopf, 
J.  M.  Scofield,  A.  Baird,  C.  Turchin  and  J. 
C.  Davis.  He  served  as  adjutant  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Perryville;  and  later  was  quartermas- 
ter with  Thomas'  division,  and  ordnance 
master  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  after 
\\hich  he  was  brevetted  captain.  As  assist- 
ant engineer  he  had  charge  of  many  teams 
and  men  belonging  to  Grant's  army  and 
.assisted  in  laying  the  liridge  at  Brown's 
ferry  at  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
where  the  men  were  under  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy's  guns.  After  Grant  left  he  again 
served  as  assistant  quartermaster,  under 
General  Thomas,  and  with  his  division  went 
to  Ringgold,  where  he  asigned  to  putting 
up  the  secondary  base,  overseeing  three  thou- 


sand men.  When  General  Sherman  came 
upon  the  scene  he  wanted  to  leave  our  sub- 
ject in  charge  of  the  stores  there.  This  was 
the  first  time  Mr.  Harmon  refused  to  obey 
orders.  He  told  General  Sherman  he  would 
fight  in  the  front  rank,  and  was  allowed 
to  go  with  the  army.  He  was  made  aide-de- 
camp on  General  J.  B.  Turchin's  staff,  and 
was  detailed  by  General  Sherman  as  mas- 
ter of  transportation,  having  charge  of  the 
land  transportation  on  the  march  to  the  sea. 
His  next  duty  was  as  assistant  quartermas- 
ter in  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps.  Al- 
though he  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel 
at  this  time  he  received  only  a  captain's  pay. 
He  saw  much  hard  service,  and  was  several 
times  wounded.  In  a  cavalry  fight  at  Trinity 
Station,  Alabama,  in  July,  1863,  he  received 
three  wounds  and  had  eleven  bullet  holes 
made  in  his  clothes.  One  ball  struck  his 
cheek  near  the  right  eye,  glanced  and  lodged 
in  the  forehead,  but  has  since  worked  down 
and  is  still  imbedded  in  the  flesh  under  his 
chin.  At  Perryville  he  was  shot  through  his 
right  thigh ;  was  shot  through  the  right  leg  at 
Hoover's  Gap ;  was  bayoneted  at  Jonesboro ; 
shot  through  the  shoulder  at Trinit_\- Station; 
and  near  Jonesboro  received  a  cut  in  the  left 
hand,  which  still  troubles  him.  After  serv- 
ing two  and  a  half  years  Mr.  Harmon  veter- 
anized and  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
war  ended,  being  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio,  as  lieutenant  colonel.  He  re- 
mained at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  until  all  bus- 
iness was  settled  up  and  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  His  regiment  entered  the  service 
with  one  thousand,'  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  men,  but  only  seven  hundred  and  twelve 
lived  to  return  home.  At  the  battle  of  .W- 
toona  they  arrived  in  time  to  save  the  day. 
and  here  he  was    the    ranking    officer,    the 
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others  being  either  killed  or  wduiided.  He 
was  then  brevetted  major  in  the  regular 
army. 

The  war  having  en<led  and  his  service 
being  no  longer  needed  Mr.  Harmon  came 
to  Xodaway  county,  ^lissouri,  in  the  fall  of 
1865,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  bought  the  interests  of  the  other  chil- 
dren in  the  home  farm,  consisting  of  four 
hundred  acres,  to  which  he  lias  added  until  lie 
had  over  five  hundred  acres,  but  has  since  di- 
vided the  property  among  his  children,  re- 
taining only  two  hundred  acres.  As  a  gen- 
eral farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  has  met  with 
marked  success,  and  now  makes  a  specialty 
of  the  raising  of  Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and 
short  horn  cattle. 

In  1866  Mr.  Harmon  married  Mrs.  Rosa 
Baker,  who  was  bom  in  Lawrence  county, 
Ohio,  in  1840.  and  was  first  married  in  this 
state  to  James  Baker,  wlio  died  while  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war.  Her  parents  were 
Pleasant  and  Margaret  Boling.  The  father 
followed  farming  in  Ohio,  until  1856,  when 
he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a 
farm,  which  he  operatetl  many  years.  His 
last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  Kansas. 
He  was  twice  married  and  by  his  first  wife 
had  six  cliildren :  Sarah,  James,  Mary  A., 
Mahala,  Thomas  and  Rose  A.,  and  liy  the 
second  union  he  bad  tw<i  daughters:  Matilda 
and  Xancy  J.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harmon  are  Lela,  the  \\ife  of  A.  L. 
Morford ;  IJnn,  deceased;  Cally  R.,  a  far- 
mer; Xellie,  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Mustain;  and 
Alice,  at  home. 

Formerly  Mr.  Harmon  was  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  but  is  now  diniitted.  Religiously 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Christian  churcli.  and  politicallv  he  is  an  un- 


compromising Grant  Republican.  He  has 
taken  quite  an  acti\e  and  prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  has  filled  nearly  all  the  offices 
in  Union  township,  and  has  represented  his 
country  in  the  state  legislature,  where  he 
drafted  the  first  bill  to  enfranchise  Confed- 
erate soldiers  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
that  drafted  the  bill  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  revenue,  that  is  still  in  vogue. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  assembly 
for  three  years,  and  helped  to  adopt  the 
township  organization  law.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  board  of  agriculture  three 
years,  and  received  an  appointment  from  the 
governor  to  the  signal  service  and  a  delegate 
to  the  TransrMississipii  Comercial  Congress 
in  1897.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he 
gives  his  support  to  all  enterprises  which  he 
believes  calculated  to  advance  the  public 
welfare  and  is  justly  numbered  among  the 
valued  citizens  of  his  adopted  county.  The 
destruction  of  the  Maine  aroused  his  patri- 
otism to  a  high  pitch,  and  he  joined  the 
First  New  ^'ork  ^'eteran  Regiment  of  \'ol- 
unteers,  as  a  private,  three  days  after  the 
sinking  of  the  Maine.  He  assisted  in  raising 
six  companies  of  a  regiment — the  First 
United  States  Sharpshooter.s — Init  as  iew 
\"olunteers  were  needed  these  six  companies 
were  ne\'er  called  out. 


JUDCiK  WILLIAM  W  OOUS. 

Often  do  we  hear  it  said  of  those  who 
liave  attained  distinguished  honors  that  they 
were  men  who  n^se  to  eminence  through  ad- 
ventitious circumstances;  and  yet  to  such 
carping  criticisni  and  lack  of  appreciation 
there  needs  be  made  but  the  one  statement, 
that  fortunate  environments  encompass 
nearly  e\ery  man  at  some  stage  in  his  career; 
but  the  strong  man  and  the  successful  man 
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is  lie  wliii  realizes  the  intrinsic  value  of 
minor  as  well  as  great  opportunities ;  who 
stands  ready  to  take  advantage  of  circum- 
stances and  who  even  molds  adverse  condi- 
tions until  they  serve  his  ends.  The  Judge 
is  a  representative  of  this  class.  Recogniz- 
ing the  opportunity  for  accomplishment,  he 
has  met  it  and  to-day  he  is  rankeil  among 
the  prosperous  residents  of  Nodaway  coun- 
ty, where  he  is  also  prominent  in  political 
and  social  circles. 

On  the  3d  of  June.  1841,  in  Licking- 
county,  Ohio,  he  was  born,  his  parents  being 
Jesse  and  Martha  (Spencer)  W'ihkIs,  wlio 
also  were  natives  of  the  same  county.  The 
Woods  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was 
founded  in  America  at  an  early  period  in 
the  historv  of  colonial  development  here, 
the  original  ancestor  locating  in  ^'irgin^a. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  General  John 
Spencer,  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  settled  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  in  1807,  and  was  drowned  in 
that  county  about  1829;  and  his  wife  died 
about  two  years  later.  ^lany  representa- 
tives of  the  family  have  attained  prominence 
and  have  been  active  in  prom(}ting  tlie  sub- 
stantial upbuilding  of  the  localities  with 
\\hich  the\-  ha\-e  been  connected.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  September 
3,  1835,  and  in  1855  removed  to  McLean 
county,  Illinois,  whence  they  went  to  Menard 
county,  that  state,  in  1859.  In  1873  they 
came  to  Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  where 
the  mother  died,  July  8,  1881,  and  the  father 
])assed  away  December  28,  1897. 

Judge  W'oods  accompained  his  parents 
on  their  \arious  removals.  He  wa's  living 
in  Illinois  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  and 
in  July,  1862,  he  "donned  the  blue"  and  of- 
fered his  services  to  the  go\ernment.  en- 
listing from  Menard  county  as  a  member  of 


Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vicksburg.  Little  Rock  and  numerous 
other  engagements  of  lesser  imixirtance. 
Each  day  he  reported  for  duty  and  was  al- 
V,  ays  found  faithful  to  the  ol.il  flag,  whether 
ui'.on  the  field  of  battle,  in  cam])  or  upon 
the  picket  or  the  firing  line.  Loyallv  he  up- 
held the  honor  of  the  Union,  and  when  the 
country  no  longer  needed  his  services  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  with  a  creditable  military- 
record. 

Judge  Woods  continued  to  reside  in  Illi- 
nois until  after  his  marriage,  which  import- 
ant event  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  26th 
of  January,  1871,  Miss  Sallie  Paine  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  born  in  England 
April  15.  1846,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Maria  (Giles)  I'aine.  nati\-es  of  Eng- 
land, who  came  with  their  family  t(_i  America 
in  1848,  locating  first  in  Trenton,  Xew  Jer- 
sey. In  1859  they  removed  to  Menard  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  there  Judge  Woods  met  the 
lad}-  whom  he  subsequently  wooed  and  win. 
On  the  23d  of  February,  1871,  they  arrived 
in  Nodaway  county  and  took  up  their  lesi- 
dence  at  their  present  home,  about  five  miles 
south\\-est  of  Burlingtiin  Junction.  Here 
they  have  a  model  cnuntry  i)lace.  Their 
':omniodious  dwelling  stands  in  the  midst  of 
well  tilled  fields,  which  yield  to  the  owner  a 
good  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  be- 
stows upon  them.  He  is  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  raising  stock  of  good  grades, 
and  this  branch  of  his  business  adds  nia- 
terially  to  his  inc<Mne.  hA-erything  abnut  his 
place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance  and 
denotes  care,  froni  the  shining  farm  imple- 
ments to  the  well-groomed  horses. 

The  home  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  W'onds  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children:  Mary  E., 
uho  is  now  the  wife  of  J.    \\.   Hagev,  by 
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whom  she  lias  two  sons ;  Rosa  Belje,  the  wife 
of  Gerald  Boyer ;  and  Jessie  G.  This  is  an 
accompHshed  and  refined  family,  its  mem- 
bers occupying  leading  positions  in  social 
Circles,  where  only  true  worth  and  intelli- 
gence are  received  as  passports.  The  Judge 
is  a  very  prominent  Mason,  having  taken  all 
the  degrees  of  l>oth  the  York  and  Scottish 
rites  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree.  He  became  a  member  of  the  order 
on  the  20th  of  March.  1868,  was  afterward 
made  a  companion  of  the  chajiter  and  a 
Knight  Templar  in  the  commandery  and 
was  advanced  through  the  grades  and  orders 
of  the  Scottish  rite  until  he  was  proclaimed 
sublime  prince  of  the  royal  secret  in  the 
consistory.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine..  He  is  a  worthy  exem- 
plar of  the  fraternity,  his  life  .standing 
in  evidence  of  its  beneficent  and  ennobling 
principles.  Since  casting  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  General  Grant  the  Judge  has 
exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and,  keeping  well  informed  on  the  is- 
sues of  the  day,  has  been  enabled  to  support 
his  position  by  intelligent  argument.  He 
was  elected  judge  of  the  county  court  in 
1892,  re-elected  in  1894,  and  during  his 
terms  of  office  was  a  terr(ir  to  all  e\'il-doers, 
exercising  his  official  prerogative  in  con- 
demnation of  the  contractors  and  men  who 
illegally  took  advantage  of  trusts  reposed  in 
them.  This  was  evidenced  by  his  honorable 
and  manly  fight  for  the  people  and  justice 
in  the  great  bridge  gang  case.  He  has  ever 
stood  on  the  side  of  right,  has  upheld  the 
cause  of  the  weak  against  the  strong,  his 
sup]K)rt  has  been  generouslv  gix'en  to  charity 
and  church  wnrk  ;m(l  the  cause  <if  education 
has  found  in  him  a  warm  friend,     lie  with- 


holds his  support  from  no  movement  which 
he  believes  will  contribute  to  the  public  good, 
and  he  values  his  self-respect  and  that  of  his 
fellow  man  alx)ve  riches.  His  honorable 
and  useful  career  has  gained  for  him  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated  in  every  relation  of  life, 
and  to-day  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  valued  citizens  of  Xodaway  coun- 
ty. He  and  wife  are  memliers  of  the  Cum- 
berland  Pre.sbvterian  church. 


HEXRY   M.   H.VRMAX. 

Henry  M.  Harman,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Xodaway  county.  .Mis- 
souri, residing  near  Bolckow.  was  born  in 
Wythe  county,  \'irginia,  Oct<iI)er  19.  1829, 
a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mandana  ( Reader) 
Harman,  lx)th  natives  of  Virginia.  Daniel's 
father  was  among  the  prominent  men  of 
Wythe  ct)unty,  a  large  slave-owner  and  suc- 
cessful farmer.  He  served  both  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  and  in  the  war  of  1812.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Whig.  His  cliildren  were: 
William;  Samuel;  Wilburn;  Daniel,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject;  Nancy:  and  Rose,  who 
married  Coleman  Asbury,  of  Ohio. 

Daniel  Harman  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm.  In  tho.se  days  United  States 
bank  money  was  used  entirely,  and  he  re- 
cei\'ed  the  sum  of  twelve  or  tifteen  tlmu.sand 
dollars  in  trading;  but  soon  afterward  jack- 
son  vetoed  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  and  Mr.  Harman  lost  all 
this  money.  lea\ing  him  a  lianknipt. 
His  father,  who  had  considerable  we  tlth,. 
wished  to  assist  him,  but  with  the  exception 
of  some  young  horses  which  he  accepted 
Daniel  refused  the  j^roiYered  aid.  In  the 
fall  of  1837,  in  company  with  his  wife  and 
eight  children,  he  started  t:)    Missouri    on 
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horseback,  and  on  tlie  way  lost  one  of  his 
finest  horses.  When  they  reached  the  Ohio 
river  they  took  the  lx)at  to  St.  Louis,  and 
after  landing  were  not  long  in  reaching  St. 
Charles  county,  where  Mr.  Harman  leased 
some  land  and  began  farming.  In  1840  he 
moved  to  Platte  county,  where  he  settled  on 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  was  assisted  in 
farming  by  his  sons.  In  1845  li^  sold  out, 
moving  to  Andrew  county,  where  he  bought 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  was  very 
successful,  saving  a  great  deal  of  money. 
During  the  Mexican  war  he  began  trading 
and  buying  horses  and  oxen  for  the  army, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  left  with 
several  hundred  head  of  cattle  on  his  hand. 
This  proved  to  be  a  great  set-back,  and  after 
losing  his  farm  Mr.  Harman  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, in  1850,  where,  with  four  sons,  he 
engaged  in  mining.  He  had  made  a  good 
start  and  had  sent  home  three  hundred  dol- 
lars when  he  took  sick  with  cholera  and 
died.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig  and  relig- 
iously was  a  Methodist.  He  married  Man- 
dana  Reader,  and  they  were  blessed  with 
several  children,  namely:  Russell,  deceased; 
William  A.,  c.f  Oklahoma;  H.  M.,  th(;  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Albert,  who  died  in  Cal- 
ifornia; Hanson  G.,  of  Nebraska;  John  H., 
of  Kansas ;  Redmond,  killed  at  Shiloh  ;  Anna 
C,  wife  of  J.  McGuire ;  Parmilia,  Mrs. 
Christina  Glaze;  Lucetta,  the  wife  of  Air. 
Glover;  Joanna,  the  wife  of  T.  Richey;  and 
Mrs.  Xancy  Allcock.  Mrs.  Harman  died 
in  1848. 

Henry  M.  Harman,  whose  name  heads 
this  brief  sketch,  received  a  little  schooling 
in  the  subscription  schools  which  were  in 
vogue  in  those  days.  He  assisted  his  fa- 
ther in  farming.  With  the  money  sent 
home  from  California  government  land  was 
bought  for  a  home  for  each  member  of  the 


family.  In  1854,  after  his  marriage,  our 
subject  settled  on  his  wild  land,  which  he 
began  cultivating.  He  then  .sold  this  farm, 
and  since  that  time  has  owned  a  thousand 
acres  of  land.  The  cattle  business  was  at 
its  height  at  that  time,  as  there  was  ijlenty 
of  open  range.  Mr.  Harman  began  buying 
stock  and  it  was  nni  long  until  he  was  well 
on  the  road  to  success.  The  business  was 
not  all  profit,  howe\'er,  and  there  were  many 
difficulties  to  be  met  and  contended  with. 
He  continued  feeding  cattle  until  the  past 
two  years.  He  has  been  a  self-made  man, 
making  his  own  beginning,  and  also  paying 
off  some  debts  left  by  his  father.  During 
the  Civil  war  the  famil\'  of  IjrotliL'rs  were 
divided,  some  jjeing  in  sympathy  with  the 
south,  and  the  others  firm  Union  men.  Two 
of  them  joined  the  Confeflerate  service,  and 
others  paid  out  and  remained  at  home.  Mr. 
Harman  voted  against  secession.  He  joined 
the  militia  of  the  state,  and  off  and  on  left 
home  to  look  after  bushwhackers.  He  is  still 
a  successful  farmer  antl  (jwns  some  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  He 
has  been  very  generous  to  his  children,  help- 
ing them  along  in  life,  and  is  known  to  be  a 
kind  and  generous  man.  Honest  and  honor- 
able in  all  of  his  business  dealings,  he  has 
won  the  conlidence  and  esteem  of  all  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  Harman  married  Susan  Baker,  a 
flaughter  of  John  W.  and  Anna  (  Cawgdell ) 
Baker.  John  Baker  was  a  Tennessee  farmer 
who  moved  to  ^Missouri,  settling  in  Clay 
county,  in  1S60.  Later  he  made  .se\cra! 
moves, — from  Clay  to  .\ndrew,  from  there 
to  Nodaway,  and  then  l)ack  to  the  vicinity 
of  Barnard,  where  he  died.  He  served  in 
the  Mormon  war.  He  was  a  Democrat  un- 
til the  Civil  war.  and  since  that  lime  has 
been  a  Keiniblican.     lM\e  of  his  sons  served 
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ii.  tlie  Union  arnw.  He  died  in  1892.  at  the 
age  1  if  eiglity-two  \'ears.  His  children  were : 
Susan,  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject;  Lawson; 
^^'iiliam:  Thompson  ;  James:  Andrew  :  Jane: 
Joseph:  John:  and  Merrill  and  Thomas.  Imth 
deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harman  are  the  parerits  of 
eight  children,  namely:  John;  Alonzo,  who 
died  in  Septemher,  1899:  Emma  A.,  the  wife 
of  A.  Diggs :  George;  Joseph;  Fanny,  the 
wife  of  William  Allen;  William  and  James. 
Mrs.  Harman  attends  the  Baptist  church. 
Her  hushand  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


JOSEPH  D.  YOUNG. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  jwpular 
business  men  (:if  northwest  Missouri  and  has 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  travel- 
ing pulilic.  especialh'  the  commercial  men 
Mho  visit  this  part  of  the  state.  Though 
not  a  native  of  the  soil,  he  has  lived  in 
Green  township  for  thirtv  years  and  at  Quit- 
man for  the  .greater  part  of  a  decade,  and 
is  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  as  richly 
deserving  the  success  that  he  has  achieved. 

Joseph  D.  Young,  the  i)roi)rietor  of 
Young's  livery  and  sale  stables,  Quitman, 
Missouri,  is  a  native  of  Lafayette  county, 
this  state,  born  January  9.  1855.  a  son  o.f 
Lo.gan  1).  and  Caroline  (Barnet)  Young. 
His  father  was  1)()rn  in  ^^'oodforll  countx', 
Kentucky,  a  country  noted  for  braxe  men, 
handsome  women,  fast  horses  and  good 
liquor,  and  came  to  Lafayette  ounity.  Mis- 
souri, in  1844.  and  from  there  in  i  S70  to 
Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  where 
he  purcliased  a  farm.  His  helpmeet  died  in 
1875,  leaving  an  enviable  memory  as  a  good 
wife,  an  afifectionate  mother  and  a  generous 
and  helpful  neighbor.     She  was    a  devout 


Christian  and  an  active  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  church.  He  is  now  eighty- 
five  years  old  and  is  an  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat and  a  worthy  Baptist,  with  the  welfare 
of  his  country  and  his  church  always  upper- 
most in  his  mind.  Following  is  somethin^^ 
of  interest  concerning  the  children  of  Logan 
D.  and  Caroline  (Barnet)  Young:  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  five 
are  living,  namely:  L  B.,  of  Green  town- 
ship: Joseph  D.,  the  subject  of  this  .sketch: 
J  AL,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Carrie,  who 
n-.arried  A.  B.  Hufif  and  hves  in  Green  town- 
ship; and  Mary,  who  married  Ed  Ruddle,  of 
Fairfax,  Atchison  county,  Missouri.  Six 
are  dead,  among  them  Thomas  C.  who  was 
killed  at  Sedalia,  Missouri,  while  in  the 
secret  service. 

Joseph  D.  Young  was  brought  up  on 
the  farm,  where  ample  opportunity  was  af- 
forded him  to  develop  his  muscle  and  fortify 
a  naturally  vigorous  constitution  by  stren- 
uous out-door  exercise  of  a  ])ractical  kind 
that  helped  considerablv  in  the  home  econ- 
omies. He  attended  the  imblic  schools  and 
there  secured  a  good  practical  education. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  family  circle  until, 
at  twenty-nine,  he  married  Miss  Edith  Man- 
ning and  settled  in  life  for  himself.  Miss 
Manning  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  E.  M. 
Manning,  a  prominent  and  successful  physi- 
cian, now  li\ing  and  jiracticing  his  profes- 
sion in  Arkans.'is.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
have  been  born  t\vo  children,  named  Edna 
and  Clifford. 

Mr.  ^'oung  cstalilishcd  his  business  in 
Quitman  in  1893,  and  his  personal  popu- 
larity, wide  acquaintance,  energy  and  good 
business  management  have  built  it  up  to  very 
satisfactory  proportions.  He  has  a  fine  barn, 
covering  a  ground  space  of  sixty  by  forty 
feet,  good  horses  and  carriages,  and  every- 
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things  necessary  to  the  correct  and  profitable 
conduct  of  such  an  enterprise.  He  is  a  Ma- 
son and  a  \\'oodman  of  America  and  a  mem- 
ber nf  tlie  Methodist  church,  and  espouses 
the  [)rinciples  of  the  Democratic  party.  His 
public  spirit  leads  him  to  support  heartily  and 
liberally  all  measures  for  the  public  benefit. 
All  in  all,  he  is  a  citizen  of  great  influence 
M'ho  has  at  heart  the  welfare  of  his  fellow 
men  and  seeks  general  advancement  as  zeal- 
ously as  some  men  strive  for  personal  ag- 
grandizement. It  may  be  truly  said  of  him 
that  his  upright  C(^urse  has  commended  him 
to  his  fellow  citizens  and  that  the)'  repose 
in  him  the  fullest  measure  uf  confidence. 


ANDREW'  J.  HOLT. 

The  fact  has  come  to  be  quite  generally 
recognized  that  farming  is  a  business.  The 
men  who  succeed  best  in  handling  agricult- 
irral  interests  are  men  of  good  business  abil- 
it\',  and  the  more  thorough  and  instructive 
their  training  in  the  business  world,  the  bet- 
ter farmers  thev  are  when  they  gi\e  their 
energies  and  abilities  to  the  successful  man- 
agement of  farm  interests.  Ann mg  the  busi- 
ness farmers  of  Xodaway  county  none 
stands  higher  than  the  al>le  and  successful 
man  whose  name  appears  above. 

This  prominent  a/nd  highly  regarded  citi- 
zen of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county 
( postoffice,  Wilco.x),  Missovu-i,  in  the  prime 
of  vigorous  life,  is  in  appearance  only  well 
started  on  what  promises  to  be  a  long  and 
must  successful  career.  Mr.  Tlolt  is  a  son 
of  J.  M.  Holt,  of  (Juitman,  a  well  known 
man  who  came  to  Nodaway  county  aniDUg 
the  pioneers  and  has  l)een  a  leader  among 
the  men  of  his  time  in  every  period  of  the 
county's  subsequent  history. 

Mr.  Holt  was  early  taught  how  to  farm 


and  given  practical  lessons  in  industry  and 
hionesty.  He  cannot  remember  when  he  did 
not  like  st^ck  and  take  pleasure  in  caring 
fi>r  and  handling  it.  He  gained  a  public- 
schoijl  education  and  began  the  work  of  the 
world  on  his  own  account  as  soon  as  he 
attained  his  maji.irity,  on  his  father's  home 
farm,  giving  his  attention  largely  to  stock 
of  the  value  of  which  he  had  become  an 
exceptionally  good  judge.  Later  he  gave 
some  years  to  the  agricultural  'implement 
business,  with  headquarters  at  Maryville, 
and  met  with  much  success.  He  also  con- 
tinned  to  handle  horses  and  cattle  largely, 
and  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  189S  he  sold  out  his  business  in  im- 
plements and  purchased  the  old  homestead 
farm,  known  as  Shell  Grove,  but  which  he 
named  Walnut  Dell.  He  bought  it  of  Judge 
Solomon  Shell,  whose  daughter,  Miss  Sarah 
Shell,  he  had  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  Judge  Shell  having  removed  to  Effing- 
ham, Atchison  count}',  Kansas,  and  having 
frequently  expressed  a  desire  to  place  the 
homestead  under  Mr.  Holt's  able  personal 
management  and  control.  W^alnut  Dell  is 
one  of  the  most  \-aluaI>le  and  most  beautiful 
farms  in  Nodaway  county,  comprising  three 
lumdred  and  ninety  acres  of  fine,  rich  land, 
in  plow  fields,  meadows,  blue-grass  pastur- 
age of  the  best  grade  and  timber  land  cov- 
ered with  beautiful  walnuts  and  elms.  Mr. 
Holt  owns  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  making  his  aggregate  landed 
possessions  seven  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He 
feeds  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  a  large 
number  of  Poland  China  hogs,  and  his  farm- 
ing operations  are  prosecuted  on  a  large 
scale  and  under  a  well  devised  and  well 
administered  system  that  brings  the  very 
best  results. 

Mrs.    Holt   v\as    born   and     married    in 
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Green  township  and  educated  there  and  at 
Maryville.  There  are  two  interesting  chil- 
dren in  the  family,  named  Clarence  E.  and 
Blanche  E.,  and  aged  seventeen  and  fifteen 
years,  respectively.  Mr.  Holt  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  is  always  identi- 
fied with  all  measures  tending  to  advance 
tlie  important  interests  of  his  township  and 
county.  Though  his  life  has  been  a  busy 
one,  time  has  dealt  gently  with  him  and 
he  presents  an  appearance  surprisingly 
youthful  considering  the  importance  of  his 
enterprises  and  the  success  with  which  his 
excellent  management  has  crowned  them. 


LEWIS  KIRKPATRICK. 

One  of  the  reliable  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens of  Dale  township,  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  who  has  resided  here  since  1880, 
is  Lewis  Kirkpatrick,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Blackford  county, 
Lidiana,  in  January,  1848.  and  is  descended 
from  a  fine  uld  family  wlmse  ancestors  as- 
sisted in  the  Re\(ilutinnar\-  war.  and  one 
of  them  distinguished  iiimself  under  (General 
Washington.  The  name  has  been  prominent 
in  every  war  that  the  L'nited  States  has  been 
engaged  in.  The  parents  uf  our  subject  were 
Francis  and  Polly  ( .Mbin )  Kirkpatrick,  the 
father  of  the  latter  being  a  Revolutionary 
hero  wlio  endured  the  privations  of  the 
American  army  at  Valley  Forge.  She  came 
of  good  old  Dutch  stock,  the  father's  fam- 
ily being  of  Scotch  ancestrx-.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Da\id  Kirkpatrick.  was  also  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  .So  tlie  subject  of 
this  sketch  enjoys  a  distinction  not  common 
to  men  of  his  age. — that  of  lia\ing  had  two 
grandfathers  in  service  dm'ing  tlie  Revo- 
lution. 

The  children  born  to  I-'rancis  and  Polly 


Kirkpatrick  were :  John,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war :  Allen,  who  is  dead ;  Mrs. 
Nancy  Wilman :  Mrs.  Rachel  Fordnay; 
David,  who  is  dead ;  Thomas,  who  was  a 
member  of  an  Indiana  regiment  and  died 
during  the  Civil  war :  Henry ;  Lewis,  who  is 
our  subject.— these  being  the  names  of  a 
family  which  has  been  respected  wherever 
known.  The  parents  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, having  celel^rated  tlieir  golden  wed- 
ding some  years  before. 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer  l)oy 
and  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, whicli  he  lias  since  supplemented  with 
much  reading,  thus  fitting  himself  for  the 
profession  of  teaching.  This  he  has  since 
followed,  teaching  through  the  winters,  for 
fifteen  years,  until  1880.  when  he  began 
farming,  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick removed  to  Holt  county.  Missouri, 
in  1873,  settling  near  Oregon,  and  in  1879 
bought  the  fertile  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Dale  township  where  he 
li\-es.  Tiiis  is  a  \erv  attracti\-e  place,  our 
subject  haxing  impro\cd  it  with  excellent 
buildings  of  all  kinds  and  set  out  orchards 
and  shade  trees,  making  an  ideal  country 
home. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  drant  coun- 
ty. Indiana,  to  Miss  Rachel  Oren,  an  intel- 
ligent and  accomplished  lady,  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Oren,  of  Indiana.  She  had  been  a  .suc- 
cessful teacher  in  that  state  and  formed  the 
acciuaintance  of  our  subject  while  he  was 
following  the  same  jjrofession  there.  One 
son.  Oren.  has  liecn  horn  of  this  union.  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick  has  lieen  calletl  upon  to  mourn 
tlie  demise  of  his  lieloved  wife,  her  death 
occurring  in  i88().  .She  was  a  good  and 
worthy  Christian  woman,  who  was  belox'ed 
by  al.1  who  knew  her.  He  was  married  a 
second  time,  in    1893.  to  Elizabeth  Boden- 
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liaminer.  wlio  lived  only  seven  months  long- 
er, dying  in  June.  1894. 

In  politics  Air.  Kirkpatrick  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  is  one  of  the  zealous  workers 
for  his  party  and  friends.  He  was  made 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1898.  and  was  a  very 
popular  ofificei^  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  where  he  is  highly  es- 
teemed. Throughout  Dale  township  he  is 
well  known. 


WILLIAM  R.  ERWIX. 

William  R.  Erwin.  the  county  recorder 
Of  Atchison  county,  is  one  of  the  jxjpular 
and  \alued  residents  of  northwestern  Mis- 
souri. He  has  resided  in  this  county  only 
since  189J,  hut  he  has  already  attained  a 
prominent  place  in  public  affairs,  and  that  he 
enjoys  in  a  high  degree  the  public  confidence 
is  indicated  by  his  election  to  the  office  which 
he  is  now  filling  and  of  w'hich  he  has  been 
the  incumbent  since   1898. 

Mr.  Erwin  was  torn  in  Monroe  county, 
West  \'irginia.  March  28,  1871,  and  is  a  son 
of  C.  P.  Erwin.  who  resided  in  Monroe 
county  and  was  a  niillwright  by  trade.  He 
represented  one  of  the  old  families  of  Vir- 
ginia, founded  during  the  pioneer  period  of 
the  development  of  the  colony.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family  have  ever  been'  in- 
dustrious and  honorable  citizens,  whose 
worth  to  the  communities  with  which  they 
have  been  connected  has  been  widely  rec- 
ognized. James,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Monroe  county. 
West  \'irginia.  He  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  south  and  his  sympathies  were  with  that 
section  of  the  country  during  the  war  of  the 
Reljellion.  C.  P.  Erwin,  the  father,  was 
united    in  marriage  to    Miss    Delilah  Van 


Staver.  a  daughter  of  a  leading  merchant  of 
Monroe  county.  West  Virginia,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  the  early  Belgian  ancestors  who 
came  to  America.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erwin.  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  and  the  only  one  not  liv- 
ing with  his  parents.  The  others  are  Mary, 
Robert,  Benjamin.  John,  Hubert  and  Ewell. 

William  R.  Erwin  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  native  village  of  Second  Creek, 
West  Virginia,  where  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  entered  upon  his  business 
career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  grand- 
father. B.  Ban  Staver.  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  his  twenty-first  birthday.  alsi> 
acting  as  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice  of  the  \il- 
lage.  his  grandfather  holding  the  position  of 
postmaster.  After  attaining  his  majority  he 
accepted  a  position,  at  an  increased  salary, 
in  the  general  store  of  C.  L.  Morris,  of  Pick- 
away.West  Virginia,  where  he  continued  un- 
til December,  1892,  when  he  came  to  the 
v.est,  locating  in  Fairfax,  Missouri.  Here 
he  became  interested  in  conducting  a  barber 
shop  in  connection  with  Mr.  Ottman.  carry- 
ing on  that  enterprise  until  1894.  when  he 
was  appointed  deputy  postmaster  of  the 
town,  ser\'ing  in  that  capacity  until  the 
change  in  the  administration  caused  his  su- 
perior to  be  removed.  During  the  succeed- 
ing three  months  he  occup'ed  the  pos'tion  of 
salesman  with  the  Doggett  Dry  Goods  Coni- 
panyt.  On  'the  ist  of  January,  1898,  he 
opened  the  "racket"  store  in  Fairfax,  which 
he  managed  until  his  election  to  the  office  of 
county  recorder  on  the  Fusion  ticket. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  1894.  Mr.  Erwin 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lottie  Beal, 
vv'hose  parents  were  from  .\lbemarle  county, 
\'irginia.  He  is  a  young  man  ^'(  marked 
individuality  and  strong  force  of  character, 
who  in  public  office  has  demonstrated  his 
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fidelity  to  duty,  showing  that  the  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him  have  not  heen  mis- 
placed. He  has  a  wide  ac(|uaintance  in 
Atchison  county  and  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  all  who  kn^w  him. 


W.  H.  WRIGHT. 

\\'.  H.  Wright,  well  known  as  a  stock- 
raiser  and  farmer  of  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, is  a  native  of  Randolph  county.  In- 
diana, and  was  born  August  i6,  1840.  a  sun 
of  luijpson  and  Rachael  (Ruble)  Wright. 
Empson  W^right  was  burn  in  A'irginia.  Init 
rcmmed  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  a  success- 
ful farmer.  Politicallx'  he  was  a  A\'hig  and 
filled  the  ofiice  of  county  commissioner  for 
sc>eral  years.  His  parents  died  in  Indiana, 
leaving  three  children^ — Amos,  David  and 
Samuel.  Rachael  Ruble  was  one  of  four  chil- 
<lren.  the  others  being  George,  \\'alter  and 
Liivitt. — all  of  Randolph  county.  Indiana. 
'My.  and  Mrs.  ^^"rig•ht,  our  subject's  parents, 
had  as  children  Mrs.  Susan  Oram ;  Delilah 
Haines;  Thomas,  of  Mound  City,  Missouri; 
]\irs.  Sarah  Diggs;  Laura,  who  was  Mrs. 
James  Bates,  and  died  in  Indianapolis.  Indi- 
ana; Samuel,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  and  died  in  1890,  in  Indiana;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Greenstreet,  of  Indianapolis;  Jona- 
than, of  Hastings,  Nebraska;  W.  H.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  and  Mrs.  Emily 
Salsberry,  of  Indiana.  The  jiarents  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church. 

W.  H.  Wright,  the  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal biography,  received  a  common-school 
education  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the 
<leath  of  his  jjarents  was  obliged  to  begin 
■work  for  himself.  He  was  employed  as  a 
fi'rm  hand,  and  also  learned  the  carpenter 
trade.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry, 


lor  three  years.  This  company  was  ass'gned 
to  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  where  it  was 
imder  different  commanders,  though  most  of 
the  time  General  Kilpatrick  had  command. 
Mr.  Wright  was  in  several  skirmishes  and 
hotly  contested  battles,  among  them  being 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  Stone^iver,  Chicka- 
mauga  and  Missionary  Ridge.  They  were 
in  several  battles  around  Atlanta,  and  en- 
countered Forrest's  cavalry  near  Xashville, 
Tennessee.  Mr.  \\'right  and  a  few  others 
w  ere  taken  prisoners  in  July,  1862.  but  were 
soon  afterward  paroled  and  sent  to  Colum- 
bus. Ohio.  Soon  afterward  he  received  a 
Ijrisoner's  furlough,  and  returned  home,  re- 
maining there  until  he  was  exchanged.  The 
lollowing  winter  he  joined  his  regiment,  and 
after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  his  term  having  ex- 
]jired,  he  was  mustered  out  and  received  an 
lionorable  discharge,  at  Indianapolis.  Dur- 
ing N'o\ember.  iSr)4,  he  was  the  corporal 
.>{  his  ciimpany.  Alter  receiving  his  dis- 
charge Mr.  Wright  returned  to  Randolph 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  resumed  his  trade 
of  carpentering  and  farming. 

iMr.  Wright  remained  in  Randolph  coun- 
t\-  until  1S69,  when  he  moved  to  Mis.souri, 
spending  one  year  in  Holt  county.  He  then 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Atchison  county, 
on  which  he  built  a  house,  and  after  break- 
ing the  ground  began  farming.  He  first 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  forty 
of  \,hich  he  sf)ld  soon  after  buying,  and  by 
hard  work  and  careful  management  he  was 
gradually  able  to  add  more  each  year,  until 
now  he  has  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight acres,  all  of  which  is  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  The  house  is  one  of  modern 
impro\-ements,  the  orchard  yields  a  fine 
amount  of  fruit  each  year,  and  Mr.  ^^'right 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  well  earned 
success.     He  also  owns  another   farm,   of 
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one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  wliicli  he 
rents.  He  lias  raised  and  handled  stuck  fur 
many  years,  and  still  holds  a  stock  lease  on 
his  farms.  In  1884  he  houglit  his  present 
home  in  Fairfax,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
having  retired  from  active  business  life.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  two  of  the  banks  in  Fair- 
fax, where  he  is  considered  one  of  the  solid 
business  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Wright 
has  always  been  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  1894  was  elected  county  judge, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  f(.)ur  years.  In 
1898  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office,  which 
he  still  continues  to  hold,  filling  the  posi- 
tion with  dignity  and  honor  and  with  credit 
to   himself   and   the   community. 

In  1865  Mr.  Wright  was  married,  in 
Randolph  county.  Indiana,  to  Letitia  Mer- 
cer, a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Mercer. 
John  Mercer  was  born  in  Ireland  and  was  a 
cooper  by  trade.  He  died  in  Randolph  coun- 
ty at  the  age  of  sixty.  His  wife  survives 
him,  making  her  home  with  a  daughter  in 
Indiana.  ]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  INIercer  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Mrs. 
Hester  Howell ;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Hubbard,  of  Atchison  county;  Letitia,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
James,  of  Ohio;  William,  of  Indiana;  Mrs. 
Clara  Moore ;  Mrs.  Rebecca  McClellan ;  Mrs. 
Emma  Williams;  and  Mrs.  Florence  Cable, 
with  whom  the  mother  resides.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, who  are:  Edna,  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Laird,  of  Oklahoma;  Fmman,  the  wife  of 
J.  R.  Wolkup,  of  Atchison  county;  Bertha, 
the  wife  of  J.  R.  Dewall,  of  Oklahoma; 
Clyde,  the  bookkeeper  and  assistant  cashier 
of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Fairfax  ;  and  Olive. 
Mrs.  Wright  died  in  ^March,  1885.  She  was 
a  constant  attendant  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  where  she  was  an  active 


worker.  Mr.  Wright  remarried,  in  1898, 
this  time  choosing  .Mrs.  Daisy  E.  Grav,  a 
widow  with  two  sons.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Taller,  of  Kentucky.  She  has  one 
brother,  John  Taber,  a  miner  living  in  Will- 
iams, Arizona.  Mr.  ^^'right  has  no  children 
h\  this  secijnd  union. 


MRS.  LVDIA  S.  WALKUP. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Sanders  Walkup,  the  sul)ject 
of  this  sketch,  now  residing  at  Dale,  Atchi- 
S(jn  county,  Missouri,  is  the'  widow  of  the 
late  James  Walkup,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Dale  township  and  an  honored 
and  respected  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Boone 
county,  Missouri,  in  1822,  and  was  a  son  of 
Robert  and  ^Mary  (Laughlin)  Walkup,  both 
of  whom  were  nati\'es  of  Kentucky.  The 
\\'alkup  family  came  to  ^Missouri  and  in  1818 
settled  in  Boone  county,  at  which  place  the 
mother  died,  and  later  the  father  went  to 
Texas,  where  he  passed  away  in  his  sev- 
entieth year. 

James  Walkup  was  reared  in  Boone 
ccunty  and  assisted  his  father  to  improve  and 
cultivate  his  land.  Enlisting  in  the  Mexican 
war,  he  served  till  its  close.  His  marriage 
was  in  Platte  county,  Alissouri,  to  Lydia  S. 
Woodhouse,  a  woman  of  superior  intelli- 
gence and  agreealiie  ])ersonality.  She  made 
a  happy  home  for  her  husband  for  many 
years  and  is  devoted  to  his  memory.  The 
birthplace  of  Mrs.  ^^'alkup  was  in  North 
Carolina,  she  being  a  daughter  of  Hadley 
and  Abagail  ( Hunnings)  Woodhouse,  of 
that  state.  Mrs.  \\'alkup  was  but  five  years 
old  wheiT  the  family  moved  to  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana,  in  1838,  and  accompanied 
her  parents  to  Jasper  county,  Missouri,  and 
later  to  Platte  county,  where  her  parents 
died,  both  of  them  having  been  wortln-  mem- 
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1>ers  of  tlie  Methodist  church  and  beloved 
and  resi)ected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

The  children'  born  Id  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
U'oodhouse  were :  Mrs.  W'alkup,  whn  is  our 
subject;  Jonathan,  of  Platte  county:  Will- 
iam, of  Platte  county ;  Sarah  Chesnut :  Dor- 
cas, deceased;  R.  C,  the  postmaster  of 
Dotham;  and  Louisa,  deceased. 

After  his  marriage  James  W'alkup  set- 
tled in  Holt  county,  where  he  remained  for 
twelve  years,  and  came  to  Atchison  county 
ir.  i860.  A  tract  of  land  in  this  county 
v.as  named  Walkup  Grove,  in  his  honor. 
About  this  time  Mr.  W'alkup  bought  eighty 
acres  near  Craig  and  remained  there  five 
years  in  order  to  give  his  children  educa- 
tional advantages,  but  returned  to  the  farm 
in  1878,  at  which  time  he  built  the  present 
comfortable  and  commodious  residence  in 
which  his  widow  now  lives.  These  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'alkup :  Tliom- 
as,  of  this  townshfp:  George,  wlm  resides 
in  Clark  township:  .\lbert  R.,  of  Rockport; 
]\Iary  Lawrence,  who  is  deceased :  Sarah 
Kelly,  who  married  Dan  Kelly:  Eliza,  who 
married  George  Carter,  of  this  township; 
Martha  Bryan,  of  Fairfax;  Caroline,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen :  and  James,  who 
is  at  the   homestead. 

James  W'alkup,  Sr.,  passed  out  of  life 
on  November  26,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six. He  had  been  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness man,  ov.-ning  a  farm  of  five  hundred 
acres,  which  had  been  improved  until  it  was 
one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  township. 
^Ir.  W'alkup  was  a  remarkably  fine-appear- 
ing man,  lacing  fully  six  leet  in  height  and 
weighing  two  hundred  pounds.  In  manner 
he  was  genial  and  pleasant  and  it  was  al- 
v.ays  a  delight  to  him  to  welcome  his  friends 
under  his  hospitable  roof.  Throughout  Dale 
township    Mr.    Walkup    was    honored,  re- 


spected and  beloved  for  his  many  fine  traits 
of  character.  Socially  he  belonged  to  the 
Masonic  an<l  I.  O.  O.  F.  organizations, 
where  he  found  congenial  asociations.  An 
ardent  Democrat,  he  actively  supported  all 
measures  which  seemed  to  be  of  benefit  to 
liis  party  and  was  particularly  zealous  in 
looking  after  the  interests  oi  his  friends. 

James  Robert  Lee  W'alkup,  the  son  of 
our  subject,  who  resides  at  the  homestead 
v.ith  his  mother,  was  born  October  18.  1866, 
and  reared  on  the  farm.  In  1887  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  W^right.  the  estimable 
daughter  of  Judge  Wright,  of  Fairfax,  and 
two  interesting  children,  Lydia  Letitia  and 
Carrie  Florence,  have  been  born  to  them. 

Mrs.  W^alkup,  our  subject,  has  been 
touched  lig'htly  by  time  and  now  enjoys  a 
peaceful  comfortable  life  in  the  midst  of  her 
devoted  family  and  is  highly  respected 
t!iroughout  the  cmnmunitv. 


FRAXK  BARMAXX. 

The  financial  and  commercial  history  of 
JJissouri  would  lie  very  incomplete  and  un- 
satisfactory without  a  personal  and  some- 
what extended  mention  of  those  whose  lives 
are  interwoven  so  closely  with  the  industrial 
arid  financial  development  of  the  state. 
When  a  man.  or  a  select  number  of  men, 
have  set  in  motion  the  occult  machinery  of 
business,  which  materializes  into  a  thousand 
iVirms  of  practical  utility,  or  where  they  have 
carved  out  a  fortune  or  a  name  from  the 
common  possibilities,  open  for  com])etition 
to  all,  there  is  public  desire,  which  should  be 
gratified,  to  see  the  men  so  nearly  as  a  por- 
trait and  a  word  artist  can  paint  them,  and 
examine  the  elements  of  mind  and  the  cir- 
cumstances by  which  such  results  have  been 
achieved. 
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Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  finds  an  ap- 
jiropriate  place  in  the  history  of  those  men 
of  business  and  enterprise  in  the  state  of 
Missouri,  whose  force  of  character,  whose 
steriing  integrity,  whose  fortitude  amid  dis- 
couragements, whose  good  sense  in  tlie  man- 
agement of  compHcated  affairs  and  marked 
success  in  estabhshing  large  industries  and 
bringing  to  completion  great  schemes  of 
trade  and  profit,  have  contributed  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  to  the  development  of  the  vast 
resources  of  this  noble  commonwealth.  His 
career  has  not  been  helped  by  accident  or 
luck,  or  wealth  or  family  or  powerful  friends. 
He  is,  in  its  broadest  sense,  a  self-made  man, 
being  both  the  architect  and  builder  of  his 
own  fortune. 

Mr.  Barmann  is  a  nati\e  of  the  Buckeye 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  in  September,  1849.  His  fa- 
ther, George  Barmann,  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  when  only  two  years  of  age  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States, 
in  1810.  Throughout  his  active  business 
career  he  was  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  and  in  that  city  was 
married  to  Miss  Josephine  Gertizen.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  Ijoth  died  in  that 
place,  the  mother  in  1887  and  the  father  in 
1890.  They  had  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  reside  in/  Missouri,  namely :  Frank, 
who  is  the  eldest  surviving  son ;  Joseph,  a 
resident  of  Andrew  county,  this  state;  and 
Charles,  a  farmer  of  Nodaway  county. 

Frank  Barmann  spent  the  days  of  his 
childhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town  and 
to  its  public-school  system  he  is  indebted  for 
the  education  which  fitted  him  for  life's 
practical  duties.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade  of  the  mechanics  of  Chil- 
licothe, and  after  he  had  completed  his  ap- 
prenticeship and  become  an  expert  workman 


in  that  line  he  left  his  home  in  Ohio  for  the 
west  in  search  of  a  suitable  location.  He 
first  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  but  did 
not  remain  long  in  that  city,  arriving  in 
Maryville  in  the  spring  of  1872.  The  out- 
look seemed  favorable  here  and  he  decided 
to  locate  at  this  point,  becoming  identified 
with  its  business  aft'airs  by  purchasing  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  H.  E.  Avery.  He 
brought  with  him  from  Nodaway  county  a 
capital  of  about  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
after  purchasing  the  smithy  invested  the  re- 
mainder of  his  money  in  securing  an  equip- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  buggies  and 
carriages.  He  did  the  iron-work  himself 
and  a  partner  constructed  the  woodwork. 
This  constituted  the  entire  force  for  some 
time,  but  the  character  of  his  work  and  the 
increasing  demand  for  vehicles  caused  his 
industry  to  thrix-e  and  Hourish  until  his  place 
of  business  became  too  small  for  the  conduct 
of  his  industry.  In  1882,  therefore,  a  new  < 
building  site  was  secured  on  the  same  block 
and  a  two-story  brick  structure  was  erected. 
It  is  sixty-six  by  ninety  feet,  furnishing 
ample  accommodation  for  the  workmen  and 
for  storing  the  finished  products.  The  sales 
amounted  to  about  eight  hundred  vehicles 
annually  and  about  twenty  mechanics  are 
employed,  so  that  the  business  has  become 
one  of  the  most  extensive  industrial  con- 
cerns of  Maryville.  The  patronage  of  the 
factory  comes  largely  from  Nodaway  and 
adjoining  locahties,  but  in  filling  orders  ship- 
ments have  also  been  made  beyond  the  state 
limits  to  the  north  and  west.  The  firm  of 
Barmann  &  Wolferts  was  organized  in  1891, 
Mr.  Wolferts  having  been  previously  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Barmann.  In  connection 
with  the  management  of  this  extensive  and 
profitable  business  Mr.  Barmann  has  owned 
and  Conducted  a  .shoe  store  in  Maryville  for 
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five  years,  and  his  income  from  this  house 
has  materially  increased  his  capital. 

On  the  nth  of  January,  1882,  Mr.Bar- 
mann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Al- 
lena  Kuenster,  who  formerly  resided  in 
Glenhavem,  Wisconsin.  Four  children  grace 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife :  Earl 
A.,  Laura,  Ora  and  Frank  Barmann.  Our 
subject  and  his  family  attend  St.  !\Iary's 
Catholic  church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
prominent  members.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  a  Democrat  and  for  one  term  he 
SLTved  the  second  ward  in  the  city  council; 
but,  though  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day,  as  every  true  American 
citizen  should  do,  he  has  always  avoided  of- 
fice-holding, preferring  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  in  an  undivided  manner  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs. 


JOHX  C.  DOXXELL. 

•'Blood  will  tell,"  has  often  been  said 
and  written  by  those  who  have  not  com- 
prehended one-half  of  the  meaning  of  the 
saying.  The  value  of  good  ancestry  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  ajjparent  to  Ameri- 
cans as  we  grow  older  as  a  nation.  Titled 
ancestry,  however,  is  not  meant.  A  title 
does  not  imply  honesty,  and  honest  ances- 
try is  good  ancestry,  and  its  influence  and 
traditions  can  never  be  lost  on  even  an  un- 
worthy son  of  a  worthy  sire.  Good,  straight- 
forward men  and  women,  whose  "yea"  has 
been  yea  and  whose  "nay"  has  been  nay, 
men  and  women  who  ha\e  been  exemplars  to 
the  men  and  women  around  them  and  a  per- 
ennial influence  for  good  to  their  posterity, 
are  the  kind  of  men  and  women  who  con- 
stitute "good  ancestry,"  and  such  was  the 
ancestry  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
above  and  a  brief  sketch  of  whose  antece- 


dents and  career  it  will  be  attempted  to  give 
in  succeeding  paragraphs. 

John  C.  Donnell,  of  the  firm  of  Donnell 
Brothers,  leading  grocers  of  Maryville,  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  highly  respected 
young  business  men  of  the  city,  and  is  now 
the  mayor  of  the  city.  He  was  born  at 
Oak  Ridge,  Xorth  Carolina,  February  3, 
1 86 1,  as  the  ominous  clouds  of  war  were 
hovering  thickest  and  blackest  over  our 
country  and  when  the  Union  was  suffering 
dissolution  almost  weekly  by  the  secession 
of  individual  states.  He  is  a  son  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  the  "old  Xorth" 
state  and  one  whose  li:)cal  prominence  was 
brought  almut  by  its  influence  in  the  busi- 
ness, educational  and  social  circles  of  Oak 
Ridge.  Mr.  DonnelFs  father,  ^\'ill^am  Don- 
nell, whose  life  had  been  passed  at  that  place 
as  a  merchant  and  farmer,  was  born  there 
in  T824.  Aside  from  his  business  connec- 
tions, he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Oak  Ridge  high  school,  an  institution  of 
much  local  prominence,  with  which  he  has 
Ijcen  identiheil  on  the  managing  board  since 
its  organization.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Donnell,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  settled  in  Xorth  Carolina 
at  an  early  date. 

William  Donnell  married  Miss  Martha 
Lanier.  Their  children  are:  Mrs.  Jesse 
Benbow,  of  \\'ytheville,  \"irginia;  John  C. 
Donnell ;  Junius  S.  Donnell,  of  the  firm  of 
Donnell  Brothers,  and  cashier  of  the  Ex- 
change bank  at  Fairfax,  ^Missouri ;  Mrs. 
Robah  Kerner.  of  ^\'inston,  North  Caro- 
lina; William,  and  the  Misses  Cora  and 
Lanier  Donnell,  of  Oak  Ridge,  North  Car- 
olina. 

John  ('.  Donnell  was  in  school  until  he 
was  .seventeen  years  of  age.  His  first  ex- 
perience in  business  was  as  a  clerk  for  W.  S, 
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Moore,  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  with 
whom  he  remained  three  years.  He  left 
the  "Tar  Heel"  state  then  and  cast  his  lot 
with  the  Missourians.  He  stopped  first  in 
St.  Joseph,  where  he  was  connected  first  with 
J.  \\'.  Bailey  &  Company  and  later  with  the 
State  Savings  Bank.  He  located  at  Qnit- 
man  in  1882,  establishing  himself  there  as  a 
general  merchant.  He  remained  there 
seven  years,  and  then  removed  to  Cameron, 
Missouri,  where  he  conducted  a  general  store 
for  three  years.  In  1891  he  located  in  Mary- 
\ille,  Xodaway  county,  ^Missouri,  and  opened 
a  store  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Don- 
nell,  Fraser  &  Company.  In  1897  that  firm 
was  succeeded  by  the  present  one,  which  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  and  popular 
grocery  houses  in  ]Maryville.  Mr.  Donnell 
is  an  exceedingly  capable  business  man.  His 
strength  lies  both  in  his  personal  worth  and 
in  his  business  accomplishments.  Wherever 
he  has  been  established  and  has  become 
known  to  the  public,  he  has  made  a  record 
for  an  unimpeachable  character  and  unbe- 
trayed  confidence.  He  is  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Hanamo  Telephone  Company,  of 
Maryville,  and  owns  a  good  farm  near  the 
city.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Modern 
Woodman. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Donnell  married  Aliss 
Barbara  Waggoner,  Forrest  C.  Donnell, 
born  in  1884,  is  their  only  child.  He  is  an 
alumnus  of  the  Maryville  high  school  and 
was  graduated  in  June,  1900,  while  yet  in 
knee  pants,  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  State 
University.  In  March,  1900,  Mr.  Donnell 
was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  Mary- 
ville for  mayor,  and  was  electeil  mayor  in 
April  of  that  year,  being  the  first  Democrat 
elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  in  Maryville 
for  eighteen  years;  and  during  his  adminis- 
tration the  first  brick  street  paving  in  the 


city  of  j\Iaryville  was  laid.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  political  aspirations,  having  been 
before  the  public  for, an  ofiice  only  once  be- 
fore, when  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Green 
township. 


DON  A.  COLVIN. 

It  is  the  busy  man  who  leads  the  forward 
movement  of  progress,  and  whose  activities 
stimulate  trade,  feed  the  flames  of  commerce, 
drive  the  shafts  of  industry,  give  impetus  to 
the  strides  of  agriculture,  promote  the 
schemes  of  finance  and  lend  encouragement 
and  hope  to  the  struggles  of  men.  It  is  the 
man  of  business  who  creates  and  maintains 
public  confidence  and  starts  and  perpetuates 
the  spirit  of  development  which  in  reality  is 
the  real  greatness  of  a  community.  He  is 
the  axis  around  which  everything  else  seems 
to  rotate,  the  magnet  producing  a  common 
center  toward  which  all  things  within  its 
sphere  seem  to  trend.  He  is  the  acme  of 
strength  and  influence  and  nothing  thrives 
and  prospers  without  his  moral  and  material 
encouragement.  Such  are  the  men  who 
make  history,  furnish  object  lessons  and  in- 
spiration to  the  youth,  and  of  such  it  is  the 
province  of  this  volume  to  speak. 

Among  the  men  who  have  participated 
conspicuously  in  the  affairs  of  Atchison 
county  and  vicinity,  fought  its  battles,  been 
its  public  servant  and  profited  by  the  friendly 
co-operation  of  its  citizenship,  and  whose  life 
work  it  is  our  pleasure  briefly  to  present,  is 
Don  A.  Colvin,  the  cashier  of  the  Citizens' 
Bank  of  Atchison  county.  Mr.  Colvin  is  no- 
stranger  to  northwestern  Missouri.  He 
came  to  it  more  than  forty  years  ago  and  at 
a  time  when  the  hearts  of  men  were  filled 
with  fear  and  forebodings  for  the  fate  that 
-cemed  in  store  for  our  country.     He  came 
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til  this  new  country  in  searcli  of  a  better 
op]Jortimity  for  the  sale  of  his  labor,  for 
that  was  his  capital,  and  with  the  hope,  no 
tloubt,  that  the  day  would  come  when  he 
would  merit  the  distinction  of  an  honorable 
and  honored  citizen  of  this  community.  He 
was  j-oung  then,  for  he  was  only  nineteen. 
His  school  daN's  were  just  over  and  his  ex- 
perience in  dealing  with  men  was  very 
slight.  He  was  educated  in  \\'isconsin,  but 
he  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county.  Wn 
York,  in  February,  1840.  His  parents.  \\'cl- 
come  and  Elmira  (Munn)  Colvin.  were 
farming  people  and  were  natives  i)f  Monroe 
county.  New  York.  In  1847  the}-  emi- 
grated to  ]\Iilwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1853  removed  to  Brookfield,  that  state. 
Their  survi\ing  children  are :  Thaddeus 
^^'.,  of  Clinton  Junction,  Wisconsin;  Don 
A.;  Mrs.  T.  J-  Gilmore.  of  St.  Louis;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Phillips,  of  Omro,  \\'isconsin ;  and 
Mrs.  Kate  L.  Barter,  of  Kansas  City,  !Mis- 
si_>uri. 

Jn  his  early  business  career  D.  A.  Col- 
vui  found  employment  at  Hemme's  Land- 
ing, Holt  county,  ^lissouri,  where  he  served 
as  a  salesman  in  a  mercantile  establishment 
until  1861.  The  excitement  of  the  time  and 
the  sectional  differences  culminated  in  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  in  that  year,  and 
everywhere  men  were  taking  a  stand  for  or 
against  the  flag.  Mr.  Colvin  loved  the 
L'nion  and  determined  to  give  his  energy  for 
its  preservation.  He  enlisted  in  the  Missouri 
state  militia  at  once,  and  when  his  six 
months"  term  of  service  had  expired  he  aided 
in  recruiting  Company  C,  of  the  Fifth  Mis- 
souri Volunteers.  Being  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  he  went  to  the 
front  and  was  on  the  field  of  action  for 
eighteen  months,  his  regiment  being  then 
mustereil  out.     He  was  then  selected  as  one 


of  the  recruiting  officers  of  a  company  for 
the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Missouri,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  filjing  the  quota,  but  about  this 
time  his  father  died  and  Mr.  Colvin  found 
it  necessary  to  resign  his  position  and  pro- 
vide for  the  support  of  the  family  at  Rock- 
jjort.  In  the  hope  of  securing  a  greater  re- 
ward for  his  lalxirs  he  crossed  the  plains  in 
1864  and  engaged  in  various  enterprises  in 
the  mountains  of  Montana.  He  soon  estab- 
lished public  confidence  and  in  the  summer 
i>f  the  following  year  was  elected  the  first 
cciunt}-  rec<irder  at  Helena.  In  1867  he  en- 
gaged to  furnish  hay  and  wood  for  Fort 
Smith,  on  the  Big  Horn  river,  under  con- 
tract to  the  government,  and  in  the  succeed- 
inrg  year  returned  to  Atchison  county,  where  . 
in  the  autumn  he  was  elected  county  sheriff 
and  cnllector,  filling  the  position  for  four 
\ears  in  the  most  competent  manner.  Upon 
his  return  to  private  life  he  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  at  Rockport,  and  also  con- 
ducted a  hack  line  between  Rockport  and 
Phelps  City,  conducting  both  lines  of  busi- 
ness until  1882.  In  November,  1880,  he 
l:ad  been  elected  county  collector  for  four 
years,  and  has  also  served  as  collector  of 
Ivockport,  as  alderman  and  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  some  years. 

In  1884  Mr.  Colvin  became  identified 
with  the  banking  business.  In  that  year  the 
Citizens'  Bank  of  Atchison  was  founded, 
succeeding  the  banking  house  of  Durfee, 
Smith  &  Colvin.  It  was  capitalized  at  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  and  the  following  named 
were  elected  its  officers :  A.  B.  Durfee, 
jiresident ;  W.  A.  Rupe,  vice  president ;  and 
D.  A.  Colvin,  cashier.  It  is  one  of  the 
strong  financial  agencies  of  the  county  and 
its  promoters  are  men  in  whom  an  unlimited 
],ublic  confidence  abides.  Mr.  Colvin's  ident- 
ilicatiiin  with  the  public  enterprises  of  the 
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tdwn  and  ci  immunity  is  well  known.  He 
\\as  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  railroad, 
built  not  in  the  hope  of  great  profit  but  as 
a  conxenience  for  the  town  and  county,  and 
of  the  fair  association,  of  which  he  is  a 
director. 

Air.  Colvin's  political  position  has  never 
been  a  subject  of  doubt.  He  was  christened 
a  Republican  with  a  gun  on  his  shoulder 
and  he  has  never  felt  justified  in  turning 
his  back  upon  the  traditions  and  teachings 
of  his  party.  His  pride  in  the  achievements 
of  the  administration  of  President  McKinley 
in  the  re-establishment  of  confidence,  in  the 
revival  of  trade,  in  the  extension  of  terri- 
torial limits  ini  the  interests  of  humanity  and 
for  purposes  of  commercial  expansion  is 
marked,  and  his  belief  in  our  ultimate  na- 
tional destiny  is  unbounded. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1872,  Mr.  Col- 
lin was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella 
Bennett,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Diana  (Howard)  Bennett.  She  was  born 
in  Livingston  county,  Xew  York,  in  March, 
1848,  and  during  her  residence  in  Maryville 
has  won  a  \ery  large  circle  of  friends,  al- 
most coextensive  with  the  circle  of  her  ac- 
quaintance. Fraternally  Mr.  Colvin  is  con^ 
nected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
with  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Maryville. 
As  a  citizen!  his  standing  is  indeed  high 
and  unchallenged.  He  represents  that  care- 
ful, prudent  and  progressive  class  of  men 
\vliose  presence  is  so  essential  to  a  commu- 
nity in  the  safe  and  judicious  guiding  of  its 
affairs,  and  whose  personal  worth  is  a  guar- 
antee for  the  integrity  of  the  transactions  of 
liis  daily  life. 

SOLOMON  SHELL. 

Solomon  Shell,  who  served  for  two  years 
as  judge  of  Nodaway  county  and  was  for- 
merly a  prominent  resident  of  Green  town- 


ship, now  resides  in  Effingham,  Kansas.  He 
was  born  in  Lincoln  county,  North  Carolina, 
February  11,  1815,  and  was  a  son  of  Charles 
F.  and  Elizabeth  H.  Shell.  His  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  No- 
vember 24,  1774,  and  with  his  parents  re- 
moved to  North  Carolina.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  that  state,  born  June  2,  1787. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  1800  and 
they  began  their  domestic  life  in  Lincoln 
county,  whence  they  removed  to  Bartholo- 
mew county,  Indiana,  in  1827.  Subsequently 
the  family  removed  to  Platte  county,  Mis- 
souri, locating  near  Weston,  in  May,  1846. 
There  the  father  died,  October  9,  1851,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1867. 

The  Judge  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
boyhood  days  in  Bartholomew  county,  In- 
diana, and  to  the  public  schools  of  this  lo- 
cality was  indebted  for  the  educational  priv- 
ileges aft'orded  him.  After  attaining  to 
man's  estate  he  chose  for  his  companion  on 
life's  journey  Miss  Sarah  J.  Lemnion,  their 
ir.arriage  being  celebrated  September  2j, 
1837.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Clark  county, 
Indiana,  born  August  17,  1820.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (McConnell) 
Lemmon,  the  former  born  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  February  14,  1793,  and  the 
latter  on  the  14th  of  September,  1826.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  \Voodford  county,  Ken- 
tucky, February  12,  1797,  and  departed  this 
lite  June  11,  1833.  They  were  married  June 
15,  1819,  and  took  up  their  abode  in  Clark 
county,  Indiana,  where  the  father  died,  the 
mother  afterward  becoming  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Patterson. 

The  Judge  and  Mrs.  Shell  began  their 
domestic  life  at  Columbus,  Bartholomew 
county,  Indiana,  and  in  the  fall  of  1841  re- 
moved to  Platte  county,  Missouri,  hjcating 
near  Weston.     There  the  subject  of  this  re- 
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view  purcliased  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  and 
began  farming,  having  but  one  horse  and  an 
old  shovel  jilow  for  five  years.  In  1856  he 
sold  that  farm  and  removed  to  a  farm  eight 
miles  northwest  of  Alaryvillc.  in  Nodaway 
county,  continuing  its  cultivation  for  some 
time.  During  the  Civil  war.  however,  his 
farm  work  did  not  make  such  heavy  de- 
mands upon  his  time  that  he  could  not  loyal- 
ly aid  the  Union  cause.  He  did  much  for  his 
country  in  her  hour  of  peril,  and  in  the  days 
of  peace  he  has  ever  been  as  true  and  loyal  to 
the  government  as  when  the  national  suprem- 
acy was  in  danger.  In  1866  he  was  elected 
judge  of  Xodaway  county  and  filled  that  po- 
sition lor  two  years,  discharging  his  duties 
in  a  most  commendable  manner.  The  Judge 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  their  well  spent  lives  ex- 
emplify their  belief.  They  are  now  resi- 
dents of  Effingham,  but  enjoy  the  warm  re- 
gard of  many  friends  in  Xodaway  county, 
where  they  so  long  made  their  home.  Their 
children  are  ten  in  numlier.  namely :  James 
F.,  William  IJ..  Charles  F..  Solomon  Henry, 
Martha  E.,  Thomas  B..  George  B..  Mary  J., 
John  M.  L.  and  Sarah  C. 


FLOYD  B.  COLW'ELL. 
Floyd  B.  Colwell  is  a  prominent  and  pop- 
ular stockman  of  Colfax  township,  Atchison 
county,  whither  he  came  in  1878,  since  which 
time  he  has  resided  continuously  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  state.  1  le  was  born  in  Stark  coun- 
ty, Illinois.  June  11,  i860.  The  Col  wells  are 
of  Scotch  lineage  and  the  first  American 
family  of  the  name  was  established  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  at  an  early  period  in  the  devel- 
opment of  America.  The  paternal  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  Henry  Colwell,  who 
died  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  at  the  ripe  old 


age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  had  eighteen  children.  One  son 
Miles  Colwell.  a  well  known  citizen  of  Atch- 
ison count}',  was  accidentally  killed  at  Tar- 
kio.  He  had  served  his  country  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Ci\il  war  and  was  a  menil)er  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

George  Colwell,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject", was  born  in  Ohio  and  was  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  state,  whence  he  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  upon  a  farm  in  Stark  county. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Barr.  who  w  as  I)orn 
in  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  John  Barr. 
At  an  early  period  in  the  development  of 
northwestern  Missouri  George  Colwell  and 
his  wife  came  to  Atchison  county  and  located 
on  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  rich  land,  in  1878.  With  characteristic 
energy  he  began  its  development  and  in  the 
course  of  time  transformed  the  wild  prairie 
into  richly  cultivated  fields  which  yielded  to 
him  excellent  harvests.  He  made  his  home 
upon  that  farm  from  1878  until  1893.  when 
he  mo\-ed  to  Tarkio,  Atchison  county,  where 
he  (lied  in  1896,  when  he  was  sixty  years  of 
age;  but  his  wife  passed  away  in  1895.  when 
fifty-one  years  of  age.  In  their  family  were 
eleven  children,  namely:  Floyd  B.,  Elmer, 
Perry,  Mrs.  Alice  Graham,  Mrs.  Emma  An- 
drews, Mrs.  Alinnie  Andrews,  Frank.  Bert, 
Fred,  Clyile  and  Nellie. 

Mr.  Colwell.  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  a  resident  of  Illinois  during  the 
first  eighteen  years  of  his  life.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  near  his  home  and  assist- 
ed in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm.  In  187S 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Missouri  and  he  has  since  been  a  resident 
of  Atchison  county.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  on 
life's  journey  ^liss  Sarah  E.  Logan,  a  wo- 
man of  intelligence  and  good  family,  who 
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Avas  reared  and  educated  in  this  county  and  is 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Logan.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  George  W.,  Earl  E.,  Charles 
L.,  ]\Iaud  v.,  Bernice  C,  Cjladys  F.  and 
Clarence  F. 

The  family  ha\-e  a  very  pleasant  home 
situated  on  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  which  is  owned  and  worked  by 
Mr.  Colwell.  The  residence  is  a  large  and 
substantial  structure  and  the  barns  and  out- 
buildings furnish  ample  shelter  for  the  grain 
iind  stock.  There  is  also  a  good  bearing  or- 
chard. Well  kept  fences  divide  the  place  into 
fields  of  convenient  size  and  the  pastures  of 
good  grass  afford  feeding  grounds  for  the 
stock  in  the  summer  months  while  the  mead- 
ows of  clover  and  timothy  furnish  the  food 
supi)l}-  in  the  winter  season  for  horses  and 
cattle.  His  land  is  very  fertile  and  yields 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  bushels  of  corn  to 
the  acre.  The  place  is  one  of  the  beautiful 
country  homes  of  northwestern  Missouri, 
and  well  may  Mr.  Colwell  be  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Atchison  county.  It  is  neat  and  thrifty  in 
appearance  and  a  glance  will  indicate  to  the 
passer-by  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner.  In  all  his  business  transactions  he  is 
honorable  and  straightforward,  and  his  ef- 
forts have  brought  to  him  prosperity.  In 
manner  he  is  cordfal  and  genial,  and  these 
qualities,  combined  with  strength  of  char- 
acter, make  him  a  popular  resident  of  Atchi- 
son c<3unty. 


GOTTLIEB  KUENSTER. 

The  Teutonic  has  been  an  important  ele- 
ment in  promoting  the  material  welfare  of 
the  new  world.  Mr.  Kuenster  belongs  to  that 
division  of  the  world's  population  and  was 


born  in  Wolken,  Germany,  in  1837.  His  fa- 
ther, Heinrich  Kuenster,  was  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Coblentz,  and  in  the  family 
are  the  following  named :  Hubert,  who  is 
now  living  in  \\'aterloo,  Illinois;  Jacob,  a 
resident  of  Cassville,  Wisconsin ;  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Meuer,  Fritz  P.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Blaidt, 
who  are  residents  of  Chicago. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred 
to  vary  the  usual  routine  of  Mr.  Kuenster's 
life  during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  was 
especially  fond  of  reading  and  improved  his 
opportunities  in  that  direction,  keeping  in 
constant  touch  with  current  events  in  both 
tlie  old  and  new  world.  He  became  deeply 
interested  in  American  affairs  and  evolved 
a  strong  preference  for  this  republic,  deter- 
mining to  make  it  his  home  when  he  should 
reach  the  age  of  responsibility.  His  love  of 
liberty  led  to  his  dislike  of  monarchical  rule 
and  to  a  hatred  of  the  institutions  which 
flourish  in  the  German  empire.  Just  before 
it  became  time  for  liim  tn  enter  the  military 
service  of  his  country,  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  his  land,  he  left  his  native  Rhine 
province  and  in  1855  became  a  resident  of 
the  United  States.  Pie  renounced  his  alle- 
giance to  the  fatherland  and  took  the  oath  as 
an  American  citizen,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present  he  has  been  most  true  and  loyal 
tc  his  adopted  land. 

The  first  money  which  he  earned  he  ob- 
tained by  working  in  Waterloo,  Illinois,  and 
later  he  was  employed  in  Ouincy,  that  state. 
Subseciuently  he  made  his  way  northward 
to  Cassville.  Wisconsin,  where  he  secured 
a  situation  as  a  farm  hand,  readily  adopting 
the  American  methods  of  agriculture.  Just 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  Ci\il  war  he  came, 
to  Missouri,  and  in  Jackson  county  was  em- 
ployed as  foreman  on  a  plantation,  having 
charge  of  the  negro  labor.    He  had  the  abil- 
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ity  to  contrijl  the  slaves,  of  whom  he  was 
at  the  same  time  considerate,  there  being 
nothing  of  the  overbearing  task-master  in 
him.  Being  thus  well  qualified  he  was  able 
to  command  a  good  position  and  would  prob- 
ably have  ultimately  become  a  leading  plan- 
ter in  the  vicinity  of  Kansas  City  had  not  the 
course  of  e\"ents  somewhat  shaped  for  him 
his  life. 

When  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  and 
the  supremac}-  of  the  stars  and  stripes  was 
disputed,  Mr.  Kuenster  denounced  the  south 
and  made  hasty  preparations  to  depart.  He 
learned  the  news  of  the  firing  upon  Fort 
Sumter  in  the  morning  while  in  the  field, 
and,  without  thinking  of  the  consequence, 
he  said,  in  the  presence  of  the  negroe.>, 
"There  will  he  war  and  y<iu  slaves  will  all  be 
free."  Noting  at  once  that  he  had 
iTiade  an  irreparable  blunder,  that  at 
noon  the  negroes  would  repeat  his  words 
and  that  he  would  lie  dealt  with  as 
a  traitor, — he  hurried  to  the  house  and 
announced  his  intention  of  going  south 
to  aid  in  the  capture  of  Washington.  He 
hired  a  man  to  take  him,  ostensibly  to  Kan- 
sas City,  whom  he  induced  to  drive'  him 
across  the  country  to  Lexington.  It  was 
well  that  he  departed  thus  hastily,  for  even 
then  he  was  followed  and  before  he  succeeded 
in  getting  a  boat  out  of  Le.xington  a  posse 
came  into  the  town  in  search  of  the  man 
who  had  created  discord  among  the  darkies 
en  the  plantation.  Mr.  Kuenster  proceeded 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  learned  that  a  regi- 
ment was  being  raised  in  Belleville,  and  pro- 
ceeded thither.  He  joined  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois  Infantry  for  three  months'  ser- 
vice, and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term  he 
re-enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Illinois,  in 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Flecker  Regi- 
ment, being  commanded  by  a  veteran  of  that 


name  of  the  war  of  1848  in  Germany.  Mr. 
Kuenster  was  mustered  in  as  a  member  of 
Company  E,  at  Alton,  and  his  regiment 
formed  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  hotly  con- 
tested engagements  which  led  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  L'nion.  After  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga  his  command  started  on  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  taking  part  in  all  tlie 
fighting  down  to  Kenesaw  mountain,  at 
which  place  Mr.  Kuenster  was  struck  by  a 
missile  as  he  advanced  toward  the  mountain. 
His  first  thought  was  that  he  had  lost  a  leg,, 
but  it  pro\ed  to  be  one  of  those  rare  cases  of 
a  "spent  ball  and  a  bruised  limb."  Ever 
found  at  his  post  of  duty,  he  loyally  defended 
the  starry  banner  of  the  Union,  until  his  term 
had  expired  and  then,  with  an  honorable 
n'lilitary  record,  was  mustered  out,  in  T864. 
Mr.  Kuenster  had  then  been  away  from 
the  fatherland  ten  years  and  he  determined 
to  return  to  the  place  of  his  boyhood,  with 
the  double  purpose  of  visiting  his  peo])le  and 
securing  a  wife.  His  sister  designated  sev- 
eral young  ladies  of  the  neighborhood  whom 
she  thought  he  might  like  and  among  the 
number  was  Elizabeth  Hallour,  a  daua^hter 
of  the  state  treasurer  of  the  district.  Mr. 
Kuenster  called  upon  the  young  lad\'  and  the 
acquaintance  ripened  into  love,  so  that  ar- 
rangements for  the  wedding  were  perfected ; 
but  before  their  union  was  made  formal  a 
circumstance  occurred  which  temporarily 
cast  a  gloom  over  two  households,  but  won 
for  Mr.  Kuenster  a  reputation  for  bravery 
that  made  him  lionized  for  a  time.  While 
on  a  visit  to  his  fiance  an  officer  was  seen 
approaching  the  house.  The  family  won- 
dered what  his  mission  could  be,  and  know- 
ing that  the  German  officers  are  jirone  to 
pry  into  the  affairs  of  strangers  and  eager 
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to  win  praise  from  their  superiors  ami  liribes 
from  tlieir  victims  hy  reporting-  their  acts 
and  causing  their  arrest,  it  was  surmised 
that  the  officer  on  this  occasion  might  at- 
tempt the  arrest  of  Mr.  Kuenster.  Such 
proved  to  be  the  case  and  he  was  urged  to 
escape.  Pie  protested,  saying  that  he  had 
done  nothing  for  which  he  could  be  arrested, 
but  at  length  he  complied  with  the  appeals 
of  the  women  and  left  the  house.  He 
started  across  the  meadow  to  make  his  way 
to  a  meeting  place  agreed  upon, — the  pic- 
ture gallery;  but  while  attempting  to  cross 
a  brook  the  ice  Ijroke  through  and  when  he 
reached  the  bank  he  was  there  met  by  the 
officer,  who  said :  "I  want  you,  and  I  have 
a  notion  to  put  the  shackles  on  you."  Mr. 
Kuenster  was  permitted  to  unroll  antl  in- 
spect the  papers  authorizing  his  arrest,  and 
thus  learned  that  the  charge  to  be  made 
against  him  was  that  of  leaving  the  country 
without  first  having  served  in  the  ami}'.  He 
was  taken  before  one  officer  and  another  of 
higher  station  until  the  post  commander  and 
the  provincial  governor  was  reached.  With 
his  passport  guaranteeing  him  immunity 
from  arrest  and  protection  of  the  flag  for 
which  he  had  just  been  fighting,  and  with 
the  conviction  that  he  was  right  and  that 
his  arrest  was  wrong,  he  resolved  to  assert 
his  feelings,  to  resent  an_\-  insult  and  to  defy 
his  pursuers.  To  the  highest  officer,  who 
said  that  he  would  be  placed  in  the  army 
as  a  punishment  for  liis  offence,  he  replied : 
"1  will  not  serve  in  your  army.  I  renounced 
allegiance  to  your  government  ten  years  ago, 
liave  taken  the  oath  to  support  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  and  for  more  than  three 
years  ha\e  been  fighting  her  battles,  and  I 
will  not  violate  that  oath !  I  aiu  personally 
acquainted  with  Carl  Schurz,  with  General 
Grant  and  with  .Secretarv  Sewarrl,  and  they 


will  see  to  it  that  I  do  not  serx'e  in  your 
army!"  This  l)ra\-e  speech  and  the  apparent, 
fearlessness  of  the  man  won  the  respect  of 
the  post  commander  and  actually  frightened 
him  into  releasing  the  prisoner,  so  that  it 
was  possil)le  fur  his  wedding  ceremon^"  to 
be  celebrated  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Kuenster  at  once  returned  to  .\mer- 
ica  with  his  bride  and  settled  I'n  the  farm 
near  Glenhaven,  Wisconsin,  which  he  had 
pre\'iously  purchased  with  nmnev  he  had 
saved  from  his  earnings  and  with  a  small 
legacy  which  he  received  from  his  father. 
Here  he  devoted  liis  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  until  1868.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  his  farm  and  came  at  once  to  Mary- 
ville,  but  before  entering  into  business  he 
took  his  wife  and  two  children  on  a  visit  to 
the  fatherland.  Other  children  have  since 
been  added  to  the  household,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  now  Joseph,  of  Por- 
tersville,  California;  Mattie,  the  wife  of 
John  McCloy,  of  Maryville,  Missmu-i;  I-'red 
T.,  a  druggist  of  Kansas  City;  Amelia,  of 
North  Platte,  Nebraska;  Nettie,  Chloe,  Au- 
gust and  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  old  country 
Mr.  Kuenster  engaged  in  the  grocer}-  busi- 
ness in  Maryville.  for  twelve  years  conduct- 
ing his  store.  A  few  years  after  his  retire- 
ment from  that  enterprise  he  dealt  in  oil, 
doing  an  independent  business,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  that  period  accepted  a  tempt- 
ing ofYer  from  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
and  has  since  been  their  agent  at  this  place. 
He  has  some  property  interests  in  the  cit)', 
including  the  building  on  X'orth  Main  street 
and  his  residence  at  Xo.  407  South  ]\Iain 
street. 

In  the  affairs  (jf  this  city  Mr.  Kuenster 
has  always  taken  a  deep  and  abiding  interest, 
his  loyal  spirit  l)cii-ig-  n-ianifcst  in  his  active 
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co-operation  with  all  movements  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  In  the  early  "Os  he  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  registratiim  aiul  was  also  city 
tax  collector  about  the  same  time,  proving 
a  most  competent  officer  and  making  a 
closer  collection  than  had  been  before  accom- 
plished. In  1871  he  was  the  chairman  of 
the  Liberal  Republican  committee,  but  is 
now  in  line  with  the  national  platform  uf 
the  party. 


BARTLETT  L.  COOK. 

Bartlett  L.  Cook,  a  veteran  of  two  wars 
and  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Nodaway 
county,  is  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the 
residents  of  this  county.  He  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  in  Ashe  ciunty,  January  13, 
1828,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Slierer) 
Cook. 

Michael  Cook,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  a  farmer  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  of 
German  descent.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Arnery,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  John;  Adam;  Henry, 
the  father  of  our  subject ;  Katie ;  Jacob : 
Mike;  Polly,  the  wife  of  A.  Hampton; 
David,  William,  Betsy  and  Robert.  None 
of  these  children  came  to  Missouri  except 
Henry.  His  parents  died  in  North  Carolina. 
Henry  Cook  was  married  in  North  Carolina, 
in  1827,  and  in  1842  moved  to  Missouri, 
settling  in  Buchanan  county,  where  he  re- 
mained the  rest  of  his  life,  carrying  on  farm- 
ing. He  died  December  7,  i8f)8.  I  le  was  a 
strong  Union  man.  but  did  not  ser\c  in  the 
army.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig  ;uul  later 
a  Republican,  though  he  never  aspired  to 
office.  Henry  Cook  married  Anna  Sherer, 
v.ho  was  born  in  1810,  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert   and    Sally    (Kendle)     .Shcrcr,  both  of 


North  Carolina.  Robert  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Grace  Sherer,  John  being  a  native  of 
Scotland  and  a  prominent  farmer  and  slave- 
owner of  North  Carolina.  He  attended  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church.  Henry  Cook  and 
h.is  wife  had  seven  children,  namely:  Bart- 
lett L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Nancy, 
the  wife  of  -V.  Simmons,  of  Kansas;  Thomas 
I'.,  of  Effingham,  Kansas;  Robert  S.,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  of  Easton,  Kansas;  Martha  E., 
who  first  married  D.  Norris,  and  secondly- 
married  \Mlliam  C.  Sampson,  of  Kansas ; 
John  H.,  of  De  Kalb,  Missouri,  and  a  school 
teacher;  and  James  M.,  a  music  dealer  of 
Harrisonville,  this  state.  The  parents  were 
both  Primitive  Baptists. 

Bartlett  L.  Cook,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  taught  school  for  three  years  in  Mis- 
souri. He  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
he  nioN'ed  from  North  Carolina  with  his 
father,  and  in  1846  enlisted  and  served  in 
the  Mexican  war.  Pie  was  at  the  battle  of 
Sacramento  and  many  other  hotly  contested 
battles.  He  marched  into  Chihuahua  and 
soon  after  the  battle  returned  to  Leaven- 
worth, where  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. He  was  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
]!artiuent  a  short  time,  and  then  returned 
home  and  resumed  farming.  In  1841)  he 
married  and  rented  a  farm  for  one  year, 
after  whicli  he  moved  to  Nodaway  county, 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years.  He 
then  entered  a  tract  of  forty  acres  where  he 
still  li\cs.  and  also  entered  school  land,  and 
now  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  finely  im- 
proved land,  all  of  which  is  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  (_)n  his  coming  to  this 
county,  all  the  settlements  were  along  the 
streams  and  timber,  and  Mr.  Cook's  farm 
is  now  in  the  \alley.  The  pioneers  were 
all  poor,  and  e\cry  one  was  on  an  c(|uality 
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with  all  the  rest,  assisting  each  other  as 
iiuicli  as  possible. 

In  1864  ]Mr.  Cook  enlisted  in  Company 
K.  Fort}'-thircl  Missouri  \'oIunteer  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Harding.  He  was  at  the  bat- 
tie  of  Lexington,  and  his  company  guarded 
prisoners  at  St.  Joseph.  After  the  surren- 
der of  Lexington  he  went  to  the  Benton 
Barracks,  and  later  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
was  mustered  out  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  then  returned  to  his  family 
and  resumed  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

]\lr.  Cook  married  Alary  Graves,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1833.  a  daughter 
of  Anthony  and  Martha  Gra\-es.  Anthony 
Graves  was  a  Tennessee  farmer  but  located 
in  Buchanan  county  in  1840,  and  in  1850 
moved  to  Xodaway  county,  where  he  dietl 
se\-eral  years  later.  He  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 
He  was  the  father  of  fifteen  cliildren,  four- 
teen of  whom  were  at  his  bedside  when  he 
died.  The  children  by  his  first  wife  were: 
Nancv.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Allen:  P^lizabeth.  mar- 
ried L.  B.  Sharp:  Rebecca,  who  married 
I.  Sharp ;  and  Hugh  H.  By  his  second  wife 
the  following  children  were  born :  John : 
Sally,  the  wife  of  L.  Wilson :  Mary,  the  wife 
of  our  subject:  Jacob:  Martha,  the  wife  of 
A\'.  H.  Pope:  Henrv :  Rosanna  Wilson: 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Miller:  William 
A.,  deceased:  and  Letitia.  who  married  first 
J.  Donaldson  and  secondly  J.  Allen. 

Mr.  Cook  and  his  wife  were  blessed  with 
seven  children :  Henry,  a  farmer  of  Xoda- 
way county;  Anna,  who  married  first  Fred 
Berger  and  secondly  G.  W.  Stabler,  an  attor- 
ney at  Huron,  Kansas;  Nannie  H.,  who  mar- 
ried J.  D.  Roberts,  now  deceased;  Sarah, 
who  married  J.  Hank,  deceased;  William  R., 
a    farmer    and    stock-raiser;  Joseph  P.,  of 


Acton.  Massachusetts:  and  Rosa  B.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  J.  S.  Selker  and  left 
one  child  at  her  death.  Mrs.  Cook  died 
.September  _',  1899.  Slie  was  a  Baptist. 
Mr.  Cook  married  Eliza  McKee,  a  widow, 
October  12,  1899.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Isaiah  McKee.  and  bore  him  four  children. 
Two  of  the  children  are  being  brought  up' 
by  Mr.  C(Jok :  they  are  Ivy  and  Myrtle. 
The  other  two  are  named  Artliur  and  Nora. 
Mr.  Cook  has  no  children  by  this  second 
union.  He  is  also  caring  for  his  mother, 
who  is  ninety  years  old. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  Democrat,  and  held  the 
oftice  of  justice  of  the  peace  before  antl  after 
the  war.  He  was  also  a  notary  public  for 
ten  years,  which  he  yet  holds,  and  he  has  also 
held  several  minor  offices.  He  is  a  great 
worker  in  the  Baptist  church,  a  church  which 
the  familv  have  attended  for  manv  vears. 


J.  .M.  HOLT. 

J.  M.  Holt,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Green  township,  Xodawa_\'  countv,  resid- 
ing on  section  10,  was  born  in  Bedford 
county,  Tennessee,  ^^lay  J4.  18 19.  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Holt.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  his  mother 
of  Xortb  Carolina.  They  were  married  in 
1 81 5  and  afterward  took  up  their  residence 
in  Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  where  the 
father  died.  In  181 5  our  subject,  accom- 
])anied  by  his  mother,  rcmoxed  to  Clay 
county,  Missouri,  and  in  1855  came  to  Noda- 
way county,  locating  at  his  present  home. 

Mr.  Holt  was  united  in  marriage,  on 
the  19th  of  X'ovember,  1840,  to  Miss  Harriet 
J.  Ayers,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  county, 
Tennessee,  July  19,  1823,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  an<l  .Mary  .\yers.  natives  of 
Georgia.     Mr.   and    Mrs.    Holt   ha\e   seven 
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cliililren  li\ing,  namely:  Moses  H..  Alexan- 
der, John  W.,  Elgibia,  George.  M.  L.  R.  and 
A.  J.  They  have  also  lost  three  children : 
Mary,  William  J.  and  Phrebe  J.  Both  the 
parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  church 
and  Mr.  Holt  belongs  to  Quitman  Lodge, 
No.  196,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Our  subject  is  recognized  as  one  nf  the 
leading  citizens  of  Green  tnwnship.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Captain  McOuittie's 
Company,  under  General  Price  and  was  in 
the  service  until  July,  1862.  He  was  once  ar- 
rested for  treason,  but  was  afterwards  dis- 
charged. Since  the  war  he  has  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  and  is  nnw  the  owner 
of  a  good  property  in  fireen  tnwiishi]!.  Xixla- 
vvay  county.  He  is  well  ad\ance<l  in  vears 
and  an  honorable,  upright  life  has  gained 
him  uniform  respect  and  \eneratii)n. 


H.  T.  COL'LTKR. 

H.  T.  Coulter,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Nodaway  county,  belongs  to  that  class  of 
men  whom  the  world  terms  self-made,  for 
he  has  conquered  the  obstacles  in  the  path 
to  success  aud  has  not  only  secured  for  him- 
self a  handsome  competence  but  by  his  ef- 
forts has  materially  aiKanced  the  interests 
of  the  ci_ininninit\-  with  which  he  is  asso- 
ciated. 

He  was  born  in  Lawrence  ount}',  Ohio, 
Sei)teml)er  10,  1845,  '"■"'  ^^''s  reared  to  agri- 
cultural ])m"suits.  his  literary  education  be- 
ing obtained  in  the  comuKin  sclmols.  His 
grandfather.  William  Ci miter,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  of  (iermaii  and  luiglish  ancestry, 
and  at  an  early  day  mn\ed  tn  (iallia  county, 
Ohio,  where  his  death  dcciu'red.  I>y  occu- 
pation he  was  a  farmer.  In  his  family  were 
three  .sons:  Adam,  the  father  nf  mir  subject; 
Samuel,   who   died   in   Oliio;   and   Jdhn    P., 


who  died  in  Missoiu'i.  There  were  also  two 
daughters,  who  died  in  Virginia. 

Adam  Coulter  was  a  native  of  ^blnroe 
county,  Virginia.  He  accompanied  the  fam- 
ily on  their  removal  to  Ohio,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  many  years,  being  engaged  in 
farming  and  steamboating.  For  se\eral 
years  he  was  a  captain  of  boats  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  ri\ers,  and  l)ecame  well 
known  in  river  towns.  In  the  spring  of  1866 
he  and  his  family  moved  to  this  county,  lo- 
cating near  Arkoe,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  its 
cultivation,  dying  in  May,  1889.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss 
Xeal,  who  died  in  Ohio,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mrs.  Emily  Miller;  William, 
who  died  at  Cairo.  Illinois;  John  Pascal,  a 
steamboat  captain  on  the  Willamette  ri\er^ 
Oregon;  and  ]\Irs.  Naomi  Miller,  nf  Law- 
rence countv.  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  married  Rebecca  Wiseman,  also 
a  native  of  Monroe  county.  \'irginia.  and  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Wiseman,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  state  and  died  in  Ohio.  He 
followed  farming  as  a  life  wcirk  and  was  a 
pillar  in  the  Methodist  church.  His  chil- 
dren were  Rebecca,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Andrew,  a  resident  of  Wiscorisin  :  Mrs. 
Mary  Wray  :  Abncr.  who  died  in  lllimiis; 
Samuel  and  George,  both  farmers:  and  Mrs. 
Lettie  Ervin,  of  Illinois.  By  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Coulter  had  seven  children : 
H.  T.,  our  subject;  Ellen  and  Lydia.  who 
died  unmarried  ;  George,  who  is  living  on  the 
homestead  with  his  mother;  Mrs.  Harriet 
Kelly,  a  resilient  of  Oklahoma;  Charles,  who 
li\-es  im  a  purtinn  of  the  home  farm,  and 
Minnie,  who  died  innnarried.  The  mother 
is  a  consi.stent  member  of  the  IMethodist 
church  and  a  most  estimable  lady. 

On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
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years  our  subject  became  an  engineer's  ap- 
prentice and  followed  steaniboating  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  fur  fnur  years. 
He  was  married,  in  Ohio,  in  1S72.  to  Miss 
Sarah  B.  ]\Iiller.  who  was  born  in  that  state, 
in  1850.  Her  father,  Robert  Miller,  was  a 
farmer  of  Ohio  and  a  very  intelligent,  well- 
posted  man  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Republican  party  and  its  princi])les.  He 
Vv'as  also  an  active  church  worker.  He 
v.'edded  Mary  Laffoon,  and  both  died  in 
Ohio.  Their  children  were  Andrew,  a  res- 
ident of  that  state ;  Warren,  a  farmer  of  Illi- 
nois; Samuel,  who  was  a  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  Civil  war  and  was  killed  in  the 
service;  Abram,  a  lieutenant,  and  Kinton,  a 
private,  who  were  both  killed  in  the  same 
struggle;  Sarah  B.,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  ]\lary,  the  wife  of  R.  Eaton,  Mrs. 
Coulter  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  living 
in  Missouri.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had 
seven  children,  namely ;  Harr}',  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count; Myrtie  A.,  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Dobbins; 
P'earl,  the  wife  of  J.  Dobbins;  May,  at  home; 
George  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  ; 
and  Thomas  W'.  and  Mary,  both  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Coulter  came  to 
Notlawav  county,  Missouri,  and  purchased 
a  farm  of  forty  acres,  to  which  he  subse- 
quently added  another  fort_\--acre  tract,  mak- 
ing it  his  home  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  traded  it  for  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  near  Picker- 
ing. Six  years  later  he  sold  that  place  and 
built  a  house  in  Maryville,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  wood  yard  for  three  years.  He 
became  tlie  owner  of  three  pieces  of  i)rop- 
erty  in  that  city,  which  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  exchanged  for  his  ])resent  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of  fine 
vallev    land,      lie    has  since  remodeled   tlie 


residence,  built  a  large  barn,  and  made  other 
\'aluable  improvements  upon  the  place.  In 
1889  he  rented  it  and  embarked  in  general 
merchandising  in  Arkoe,  where  he  bought  a 
store  building  and  erected  a  residence,  car- 
rying on  business  there  for  eight  years  with- 
good  success.  He  returned  to  his  farm  in 
1898,  but  in  October,  1900,  he  rented  his 
farm  for  five  years  and  again  engaged  in  the 
merchandise  business  in  Arkoe.  where  he 
now  resides.  "He  still  owns  property  in 
Maryville. 

His  life  record  is  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion and  contains  many  lessons  of  incentive, 
showing  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to 
young  men  who  wish  to  improve  ever\-  o]3- 
portunity  for  advancement.  S<  cially  Mr. 
Coulter  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 


ED  BOUCHER  STEVEXS. 

The  value  of  the  local  newspaper  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  best  interests  of  an\-  com- 
munity is  universally  conceded.  The  rule 
is  that  good  papers  are  found  in  good  towns, 
interior  journals  in  towns  of  stunted  growth 
and  uncertain  future.  It  is  not  so  nuich  a 
matter  of  size  as  of  excellence  and  of  adapt- 
ability to  the  needs  of  its  locality.  These 
conditions  given,  in  an  appreciative  and  pro- 
gressive community,  the  size  of  the  paper 
will  take  care  of  itself  in  a  way  mutuall}-  sat- 
isfactory to  publishers  and  patrons.  This  has 
been  proven  in  Quitman.  The  Quitman  Rec- 
ord was  established  June  17.  18S7.  by  W.  T. 
Graves  and  afterward  published  successive- 
ly by  C.  D.  Morris.  11.  M.  Knowles.  the  firm 
of  Null  &  Roberds  and  X.  \".  Bilby.  The 
present  ])ublishcr  bought  the  Record  on  the 
1st  of  June.  1898,  and  that  he  has  since  con- 
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tinueil  its  publication  witli  profit  to  himself 
iiml  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  liis  patrons  is  sliown 
li_\'  an  increased  circulation  and  an  enlaroed 
athertising  patronage. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  at  Kingston.  Mis- 
souri, May  25,  1869,  his  parents  being  E.  W. 
and  Clara  (Boucher)  Stevens.  The  latter 
resides  at  Cameron,  Missouri,  and  the  for- 
mer died  November  i,  1900,  having  been 
for  thirty-five  years  engaged  in  dental  sur- 
gery. In  1887,  when  eighteen  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Stevens  of  this  rex'iew  began  to  learn 
the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Cam- 
eri;in  Observer,  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  was  editor  of  the  Birmingham  Locomo- 
tive at  Birmingham,  Missouri.  He  worked 
eight  months  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  for 
three  years  in  Kansas  City,  ^Missouri.  He 
■was  well  qualified  for  his  journalistic  work 
by  a  good  education,  ha\ing  been  graduated 
at  the  Cameron  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1888. ■  After  devoting  some  time  to  news- 
paper work  he  thought  to  enter  the  minis- 
try and  attended  the  Westminster  College 
at  Fulton,  Missouri,  in  1893,  as  a  ministerial 
student  under  the  care  of  the  Platte  presby- 
tery. In  1894  he  entered  Tarkio  College,  at 
Tarkio,  Missouri,  and  in  company  with 
James  F.  Gore,  a  classmate,  published  in 
1895  a  small  book  called  College  Deliriums. 
In  1896  he  left  college  and  abandoned  the 
idea  of  entering  the  ministry  and  followed 
the  journalistic  profession.  1  le  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies  to  editing  and  publishing 
the  Quitman  Record  and  he  made  it  a  very 
interesting  country  paper,  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare and  upbuilding  of  the  community  as 
•well  as  to  the  circulation  of  local,  general 
;uid  foreign  news. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  I'ebruary,  1900,  in  Mary- 
viJle.  Missouri,  Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss    Patti    L.    O'Connor,    of 


Maryville,  born  October  4.  1879.  Their 
friends  in  Quitman  are  many,  the  circle  be- 
ing almost  co-extensive  with  the  number  of 
their  accjuaintances.  ^Ir.  Stevens  is  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  International  Typographical 
Cnion.  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, and  several  minor  organizations. 

As  a  citizen  he  is  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, being  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  promotion  of  his 
county's  welfare  along  material,  social,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  lines. 


DR.  B.  F.  ROYER. 

Among  the  prominent  and  highly  suc- 
cessful physicians  of  Clearmont,  Missouri, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above. 
Although  he  has  practiced  medicine  but  a 
few  }-ears,  he  is  classed  with  the  best  ph\'si- 
cians  of  the  city,  and  is  esteemed  and  re- 
spected as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Clear- 
mont. Dr.  Royer  was  born  Januar\-  5.  1871, 
near  Bellevue,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Bunn)  Royer. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  I'rench  and 
Holland  extraction.  The  family  were  early 
settlers  of  New  England.  John  Royer,  the 
father  of  the  Doctor,  is  at  present  li\ing  in 
Sterling.  Rice  county,  Kansas,  ha\ing  been 
engaged  in  farming  until  a  few  years  ago, 
w'hen  he  retired  from  business  life.  His 
wife  has  been  dead  some  years.  Thirteen 
children  were  born  in  their  family. 

B.  F.  Royer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  later  entered  the  State  Indus- 
trial College  at  Manhattan,  Kansas,  where 
he  remained  until  his  graduation  in  1895. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  teaching. 
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liis  first  schoeil  lieing  in  Rice  county.  Ka:sas, 
wliere  he  remained  twn  school  terms. 
Later  he  accepted  a  position  as  a  membei  of 
the  faculty  of  Dr.  Mathes'  school  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, Missouri.  After  teaching  a  few  years, 
Dr.  Royer  began  the  study  of  medicine  and 
finished  the  course  of  study  in  the  Ensworth 
Aledical  College,  at  St.  Joseph.  His  first 
practice  was  in  Holt  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  remained  until  locating  in  Clearmi:)nt.  He 
is  an  energetic  man,  of  a  studious  turn  of 
mind,  and  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  of  the 
times  in  all  the  latest  advancements  of  med- 
ical science. 

Dr.  Royer  was  married  to  Callie  Han- 
ners,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  Alarch  22,, 
1899.  Mrs.  Royer  was  reared  in  Kansas 
City,  and  before  her  marriage  was  engaged 
in  teaching  for  several  }ears.  She  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  she  and  her 
husband  move  in  the  best  circles  in  Clear- 
mont.  Dr.  Royer  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  religiously  he  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 


CHARLES  D.  HOCKER. 

Charles  D.  Hocker,  the  president  of  the 
Guilford  Bank  and  for  many  years  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  well  known  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  He  had  but  very  little  education  of 
the  text-lx)ok  kind,  though  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  prominent  southern  family ;  but  at 
that  time  the  children  of  even  the  well-to-do 
people  were  not  made  to  attend  school  long. 
The  schools  of  the  south  were  not  very 
good  at  that  time.  Mr.  Hocker  was  born 
in  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky,  October  2y, 
1840,  a  son  of  Philip  S.  and  Amanda  L. 
(Duncan)     Hocker.     The    Hocker    family 


were  of  German  descent,  but  nothing  def- 
inite more  than  this  is  known  of  their  his- 
tory. Mr.  Hocker  was  one  of  six  children, 
the  names  of  the  others  being  John,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  Nancy  and  Polly. 

Philip  Hocker,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  but  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county  in  which  he  lived.  He 
was  a  true  southern  gentleman,  with  courtly 
manners  •  and  family  pritle.  He  owned 
many  sla\-es,  and  was  well  known  in  the 
state.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  never 
sought  ixalitical  office.  He  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1857,  and  his  death  was  greatly  re- 
gretted by  all.  His  wife  lived  until  1876. 
Her  brothers  were  John  O.,  Charles,  Henry, 
Lee  and  \\'illiam.  Henry  and  his  son  were 
killed  during  the  Civil  war  by  bushwhack- 
ers who  made  an  effort  to  rob  his  store, 
and  wdiich  he  in  turn  so  bravely  defended, 
losing  his  life  thereby.  Philip  Hocker  and 
his  wife  had  six  children,  namely:  Henry, 
of  Montgomery  county,  Missouri;  William, 
deceased;  C.  D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Tillman,  deceased:  Joseph  L.,  of  California; 
and  Susan  E.,  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Hulett. 
Both  parents  are  deceased. 

C.  D.  Hocker,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  lived  with  his  mother  on  the  old 
homestead  until  he  was  of  age.  In  iSOo 
she  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Missouri, 
locating  in  Montgomery  county,  where  she 
bought  a  farm.  After  the  family  scattered 
she  retired  to  ]\Iiddletown,  where  she  lived 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1876.  Mr. 
Hocker  returned  to  Kentucky  after  serving 
in  the  militia  one  year,  looking  for  Inish- 
whackers  and  guarding  property.  After  his 
return  to  Kentucky  he  was  employed  as  a 
farm  hand,  this  being  his  first  experience  at 
working  out.     In   1866  he  married  and  re- 
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mcived  to  Holt  county.  Missouri,  wliere  lie 
rented  a  farm,  on  which  he  li\e(l  three  \ears. 

After  saving  enough  to  invest  in  some 
land,  he  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  where 
he  hought  forty  acres  of  land,  near  his  pres- 
ent farm.  This  was  in  i86g.  There  was  a 
small  house  on  the  land,  and  the  ground  was 
but  rudely  broken.  He  went  to  work  w  ith  a 
determination  to  succeed,  and  it  was  not 
long  until  he  made  great  progress  in  that 
line.  He  ga\e  all  of  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock,  hogs  and  farm  products, 
and  gradually  increased  his  propert\-  until  he 
was  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  After  selling  some  of  this  land  and 
giving  some  to  his  children,  he  yet  owns 
four  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  cultivated.  When  the  liank  at 
Guilford  was  reorganizetl  in  1894,  Mr. 
Hocker  was  elected  its  president.  He  is  also 
a  director  and  a  stockholder.  His  son  Jeffer- 
son is  the  cashier  of  the  hank,  and  he  also 
is  one  of  the  stockholders.  The  Ijank  has  a 
■capital  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  a  sur- 
plus of  eight  hundred.  Everything  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  the  bank  is  reli- 
able in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mr.  Hocker  married  Martha  L.  ^NIc* 
Kinney,  a  lady  of  much  intelligence,  who  was 
born  October  2^,  1837,  in  Kentucky,  a 
•daughter  of  Jefferson  and  Jennie  (Givens) 
I\IcKinney.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  of  Irish  descent,  and  came 
from  prominent  families.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  .\rchi- 
bald ;  Samuel ;  Thomas;  Nancy  J.,  the  wife  of 
H.  Clark;  Ann,  the  wife  of  J.  Utt;  Martha, 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Parmelia,  who 
married  G.  Schakleford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kinney  moved  to  Missouri  in  1852,  and  dur- 
ing the  war  returned  to  Kentucky,  where 
Mrs.  McKinney  died.     Mr.  McKinney  then 


retiu-ned  to  Holt  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  died  in  1871.  Mr.  Hocker  was  the  parent 
of  live  children  by  his  wife,  Martha  ^McKin- 
ney.  They  are :  Jefferson,  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  oi  Guilford;  Joseph  L.,  a  hardware 
dealer  in  Guilford;  Charles:  Amanda  J.,  the 
wife  of  J.  Rimel,  a  farmer  of  this  county ; 
and  Ida.  Mr.  Hocker  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically  is  a  strong 
Democrat. 


HORACE  JONES. 

Horace  Jones,  the  most  extensive  and 
successful  farmer  in  Nodawa}'  county,  east 
of  Maryville,  whose  postoffice  is  Parnell, 
Missouri,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county, 
Indiana,  February  18,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of 
Gustavus  Jones,  who  was  born  in  1821,  was 
deprix'td  in  youth  of  most  of  the  advantages 
of  educational  facilities,  but  nevertheless  was 
reasonably  successful  in  business,  and  in  poli- 
tics always  a  Republican.  His  ancestors 
were  Virginians.  He  married  Miss  Char- 
lotte Rouse,  who  died  in  Missouri,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  To  this  marriage  there 
were  born  four  children,  as  follows :  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  David  C.  Hurley,  of  Oklahoma, 
Horace,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  .Vnianda. 
the  wife  of  Daniel  ^vIcKay,  of  \\'a[)e'lo. 
Iowa;  and  Mattie  C,  who  married  Will- 
iam Baker,  and  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Jones 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  where  he  car- 
rieil  on  farming,  near  La  Fayette,  and  from 
this  point  he  removed  to  Iowa,  Ijecoming 
a  pioneer  in  the  state  and  becoming  a  well 
known  merchant  at  Wapello,  Louisa  county. 
After  a  brief  absence  from  the  state  he  re- 
turned thereto  in  1850,  established  himself 
in  mercantile  business  at  Wapello,  and  re- 
mained thus  engaged  imtil  his  death,  whicii 
occurred  in  1896. 
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Horace  Jones  was  a  youth  of  much  more 
than  ordinary  ambition.  Tlie  elementary 
principles  of  learning  he  acquired  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  he  was  found  around  his  fa- 
ther's store  more  or  less  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age.  At  this  time  an  opportu- 
nity arose  which,  seized  upon,  furnished  hiui 
with  a  great  deal  of  experience  and  a!s>) 
tended  to  the  early  development  of  that  in- 
dependence of  character  and  self-reliance 
which  so  markedly  characterized  hin\  in  his 
mature  years.  He  joined  the  Tiltons,  a  Xew 
York  firm  doing  a  freighting  business  across 
the  plains,  driving  teams  for  them  from 
Omaha  to  Denver.  As  a  wage-earner  he 
remained  in  the  west  for  about  three  years, 
covering  territory  in  Colorado,  Wyoming 
and  Xew  Mexico.  One  of  his  employers 
was  ex-Governor  Eaton,  of  Greeley,  whose 
friendship  he  won  and  merited,  and  whose 
hfe-work  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century 
has  been  intimately  connected  with  Colorado 
and  her  people. 

^Ir.  Jones,  having  completed  his  western 
wanderings  and  having  re-crossed  the 
"Great  American  Desert"  to  his  Iowa  home, 
found  himself  but  little  richer  for  having 
traversed  the  vast  plain  seven  times,  and 
for  having  rendered  valuable  service  for 
many  months  at  good  wages.  Upon  returning 
to  civilization  in  1865  Mr.  Jones  engaged  in 
trading  and  buying  stock  for  a  Burlington 
packer,  and  in  buying  grain  and  farming. 
At  each  of  these  different  occupations  he 
worked  at  different  times,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  and  in  these  ways  sup- 
ported himself  for  four  years.  In  1869  he 
decided  to  settle  down  on  the  farm  and  to 
engage  primarily  in  farm  work,  with  more 
and  greater  earnestness  than  he  had  ever 
done,  but  also  to  continue  his  grain  and  stock 
buving;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  his 


career  as  a  successful  business  man  and  far- 
mer began  that  year.  He  owned  a  span  of 
nniles  and  one  horse,  but  the  county  clerk 
loaned  him  a  horse  to  complete  his  second 
team,  and  with  these  two  teams  he  made  his 
first  money,  pursuing  agricfiltureon  a  rent- 
ed farm. 

One  of  his  frien.ds  ad\-ised  him  at  tliat 
time  that  if  he  would  save  his  money  he  could 
be  worth  five  thousand  dollars  in  ten  years, 
as  times  were  then  good  and  everything  sold 
at  a  high  price.  Cattle  were  particularly 
high  and  the  industry  was  most  attract! N-e 
to  Mr.  Jones.  In  order  to  secure  funds  with 
which  to  buy  his  first  lot  of  calves  he  w(irked 
on  the  county  ditch  and  grade  of  the  "Q" 
railway,  in  its  construction,  and  laid  out  all 
his  earnings  in  the  manner  mentioned.  When 
his  first  three  years  had  passed  he  sold  his 
stock,  for  more  than  four  thousand  dollars, 
and  removed  to  Worth  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  the  first  he  ever 
owned.  Upon  that  farm  he  resided  three 
years  and  then  mo\'ed  over  into  Xodaway 
county,  where  he  purchasel  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  six  acres,  giving  a  mortgage 
thereon  for  one  thousand  dollars,  the  balance 
of  the  purchase  money.  This  being  his  first 
mortgage,  and  in  fact  his  only  one,  he  felt 
so  restless  under  its  burden  that  he  paid  it 
off  during  his  first  year  on  the  farm.  His 
advancement  from  1875  has  been  most  re- 
markable, of  rapid  strides,  of  great  successes 
and  few  reverses.  Little  else  than  cattle 
and  the  farm  have  attracted  his  attention, 
and  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has  added 
acres  to  his  farm,  and  numbers  to  his  herds. 
At  the  present  time  his  farm  contains  four 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 
a  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  hogs  are  fed 
and  marketed  annually  by  him. 

When  Mr.  Jones  settled  o\\  his  present 
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homestead  his  nearest  postoffice  was  Defi- 
■  ance,  seven  miles  away.  At  that  time  there 
was  but  Httle  pretense  to  improvement  in 
the  country  round  aljout.  but  in  1887  the 
Great  Western  engineers  located  their  line 
and  the  station  of  Parnell  on  Mr.  Jones' 
land.  Being  thus  made  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  town  he  has  ever  since  been  one  of  its 
chief  promoters  and  supporters,  and  has  done 
much  in  the  way  of  building  up  tlie  place. 
He  erected  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  tlie 
town,  donated  lots  to  each  of  the  churches, 
aided  them  in  the  erection  of  their  houses 
of  worship,  and  in  many  other  ways  has 
shown  his  appreciation  for  Parnell  and  his 
determinati<in  that  it  should  be  a  prosper- 
ous place. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  first,  in  Iowa,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Cotter,  a  daughter  df  William 
Cotter,  by  which  marriage  he  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Ed  H.  Jones;  Austin  (i.  Jones, 
who  died  in  1899;  and  Matie  C.  who  mar- 
ried George  L.  Fekon,  one  of  the  principal 
farmers  of  Independence  township.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1879,  and 
Mr.  Jones,  in  1882,  married  Miss  Julia  L. 
Allyn,  a  daughter  of  Austin  Allyn.  To  this 
second  marriage  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  viz.;  Benjamin  A.  and  Bessie  M. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jones  espouses  the  prin- 
ciples of  modern  Democracy,  but  usually 
takes  but  little  interest  in  politics,  especial- 
ly so  far  as  office-holding  is  concerned. 
Though  while  satisfied  to  attend  mainly  to 
his  own  private  business  yet  the  good  of  his 
party  he  has  always  at  heart,  and  does  his 
part  toward  its  success  as  a  private  citizen. 
He  became  a  Mason  at  Gay  nor  City,  and 
belongs  to  the  Maryville  chapter,  command- 
ery  and  council,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
Moilah  Temple,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Jones  is  in  many 


respects  one  of  the  most  prominent,  success- 
ful and  useful  of  the  citizens  of  Xodaway 
county,  and  he  is  in  every  way  worthv  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


JAMES  E.  IR\TX. 

The  career  of  the  suliject  of  this  sketch 
is  thai  of  a  self-made  man,  who  with  a  de- 
termination to  succeed  has  o\-erc<ime  obsta- 
cles and  pressed  forward  with  manful  per> 
se\'erance  to  a  good  i)osition  in  the  business 
world.  James  E.  Irvin,  the  manager  and 
agent  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at 
Tarkio,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  is  of  an 
old  Tennessee  family,  who  inherited  cour- 
age and  a  disposition  to  industry  and  hon+ 
esty  from  many  generations  of  Scotch  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  Ir\-in  was  born  in  Anderson  county, 
Tennessee,  June  14,  1845,  ^  son  of  John 
and  Rachel  (Coy)  Irvin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  that  county.  James  E.,  was  little 
more  than  a  child  when  his  father  died,  in 
uiiddle  life.  In  1852  the  family  removed 
to  Page  county.  Iowa,  where  they  were 
among  pioneers,  as  for  some  time  afterward 
there  was  not  a  mile  of  railroad  in  the  state. 
There  Mrs.  lr\in  died,  lea\'ing  her  son  fully 
orphaned.  The  boy  obtained  some  educa- 
tion from  teachers  who  wielded  "the  hick-* 
ory"  in  log  school-houses  and  grew  up  a 
strong,  healthy  young  man,  well  informed 
as  to  all  the  mysteries  of  farming  in  that 
part  of  the  country. 

July  4,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three  years' 
ser\ice  in  the  Civil  war,  in  the  Twenty-third 
Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Dewey,  until  that  officer's 
death  in  1863,  and  after  that  by  Colonel 
Kinsman,  until  he  was  killed  at  Black  River 
bridge  and  succeeded  by  Colonel  S.  L.  Glass- 
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cow.  Tlie  first  captain  of  his  company  was 
C  G.  George  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Walker,  whose  successor  was  Cap  i 
tain  Rawlings,  who  is  now  Hving  in  Page 
county,  Iowa.  The  regiment  made  a  highly 
creditable  record  at  the  siege  of  ^''icksburg, 
in  Banks"s  Red  ri\er  campaign  and  in  Texas. 
J\lr.  Irvin  was  a  victim  of  sunstroke,  which 
caused  his  confinement  in  hospital  for  sonic 
time.  He  was  honorably  discharged  fron) 
the  ser\ice  July  6,  1865,  a  boy  of  twenty 
years,  with  more  than  four  years'  exper- 
ience as  a  soldier. 

For  some  time  after  the  war  Mr.  Irvin 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Page  county,  Iowa,  whence  he  removed 
in  1885  to  Sherman  county,  Kansas,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  until  in 
1890,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Tar- 
kio,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  where  for 
the  past  six  years  he  has  been  the  local  man- 
ager and  agent  for  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, his  territor}'  including  Tarkio,  Alis- 
souri,  and  Blanchard  and  Hamburg,  Iowa, 
and  intermediate  points.  Some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  his  business  will  be  afforded  by 
the  statement  that  he  handles  two  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  gallons  of  oil  per  an- 
num. His  upright  character  and  good  busi- 
ness methods  have  commended  him  to  the 
good  opinion  of  the  people  of  his  district, 
who  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem. 
He  is  exceptionally  well  informed  in  a 
political  way  antl  is  an  ardent  Republi- 
can and  an  active  worker  for  the  success  of 
his  party;  and,  though  he  is  not  an  aspirant 
for  office,  he  has  served  the  people  of  his 
ward  for  four  years,  with  much  credit  and 
honor,  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Tarkio.  In  religius  affiliation 
he  is  a  Methodist  and  he  keeps  ali\e  memor- 


ies and  associations  of  the  Civil  war  by  mem-! 
bership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Mr.  Ir\in  was  married,  in  Page  county, 
Iowa,  April  19,  1866,  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  to  Alletha  J.  Chesshire,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Whit- 
ten)  Chesshire.  Her  mother  died  April 
15,  1900,  while  her  father  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Tarkio.  Mrs.  Ir\in  was  born  in 
Tennessee  and  reared  and  educated  in  Iowa, 
and  is  a  woman  of  many  graces  and  accom- 
plishments. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  had  four 
daughters  and  four  sons,  and  three  oi  tlie'U 
children  died  in  infancy  and  childhood. 
Their  son  Charles  C.  Irvin  is  the  agent  for 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  at  Beloit,  Kan- 
sas, and  is  making  a  splendid  record  as  a 
business  man.  He  is  married.  Nettie  is 
the  wife  of  S.  B.  Francis.  Ida  Belle  is  a 
member  of  her  father's  household.  Tenitia 
E.  married  T.  C.  Charlsworth  and  died  in 
1900,  leaving  a  son. 


T.  M.  S.  WEATHERMOX. 

Thomas  M.  S.  Weathermon,  identified 
with  the  growth,  settlement  and  development 
of  Nodaway  county,  being  one  of  the  promi- 
nent influential  farmers,  w'as  born  June  29, 
1838,  in  Surr}-,  now  Yadkin,  county,  North 
Carolina.  He  was  a  son  of  Christopher  and 
Martha  (V'estel)  \\'eathennon,  both  natives 
of  North  Carolina. 

Christopher  Weathermon  was  of  Irish 
descent,  his  father  being  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Germany. 
They  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Corne- 
lius; \\'illiam:  Samuel;  Christopher,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject;  and  Elizabeth.  Christo- 
pher Weathermon  was  reared  in  North  Car- 
olina, where  he  farmed  until  1843,  \vhen  he 
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moved  with  his  family  to  Andrew  county, 
Missouri.  He  remained  there  two  years, 
and  then  entered  some  land  in  Nodaway 
county,  where  he  built  a  log  house,  and  later 
a  frame  dwelling,  and  began  farming.  He 
made  many  improvements  on  the  place,  and 
raised  stock  and  farm  products.  At  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  ]^larch,  1890,  he  left 
a  good  estate.  He  was  a  ^^  hig  in  early  life, 
and  later  a  Republican,  exerting  his  influence 
with  telling  effect.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  married  Martha  Ves- 
tel,  the  daughter  of  a  Xorth  Carolina  minis- 
ter, who  had  one  other  child,  Xancy.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Isaac,  who  died  and  left  seven  children;  Je- 
rusha,  who  married  H.  Elliott;  William, 
deceased,  who  left  four  children;  James  W., 
deceased,  who  left  seven  children;  John  V., 
a  farmer  of  this  county  Jesse,  a  soldier  of 
Company  G,  Fourth  ^lissouri  Cavalry,  for 
the  Union,  and  was  killed;  Thomas  M.  S., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Harriet;  Miles, 
deceased,  who  left  five  children;  Solomon, 
of  Montana;  and  Nathan,  of  Colorado. 

Thomas  M.  S.  Wethermon,  the  subject 
of  this  ketch,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  in  1861  en- 
listed in  the  state  militia,  where  he  had  some 
rough  experience  looking  after  bushwhack- 
ers and  property.  He  continued  in  service 
during  the  war,  and  has  not  yet  received  his 
discharge.  In  1864  he  married,  but  did  not 
get  settled  until  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  went  to  live  at  old  Guilford.  He 
then  bought  sixty-two  acres. of  farm  land 
and  twenty  acres  of  timber,  and  has  since 
added  to  this  until  he  now  owns  three  hun- 
dred acres.  He  built  a  two-story  house,  a 
large  barn  and  several  other  outbuildings, 
put  out  an  orchard,  and  beautified  the  place 
in  general,  until  he  now  has  one  of  the  most 


attractive  farms  in  the  county.  When  he 
first  settled  on  his  farm  in  Missouri,  his  near- 
est neighbor  was  two  miles  away,  and  the 
prairie  was  open,  the  grass  fine  and  game  of 
all  kinds  in  abundance.  Mr.  Wethermon 
was  an  artist  before  he  married,  taking  pic- 
tures for  several  j'ears.    He  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Weathermon  married  Anna  Reece, 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Reece,  a  well  known 
farmer  of  Indiana  who  moved  to  Andrew 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  died.  His  chil- 
dren were:  James;  Anna,  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Wesley.  After  Mr.  Recce's 
death  the  mother  married  William  Camp- 
bell, by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Jt)se- 
phine  and  Frank.  Mrs.  Campbell  died  in  No- 
daway county.  She  was  one  of  six  children : 
Adam;  John;  "William;  Carlisle;  Rebecca; 
and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  \\'eathermon  had  five 
children  by  his  first  marriage,  namely: 
Laura,  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Calkins,  of  Mon- 
tana; James,  of  Montana;  Grant,  at  Nome. 
Alaska,  in  the  mines;  Frank,  of  Montana; 
and  Minnie,  the  wife  of  E.  Nash.  Mrs. 
\\'eathermon  died  in  April.  1875. 

Mr.  Weathermon  married  Caroline  Bell 
in  1876.  She  was  born  in  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  June  13,  1853,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Colburn)  Bell.  Thomas 
Bell  was  a  Kentucky  farmer,  and  moved  to 
Doniphan  county,  Kansas,  when  Kansas  was 
a  territory.  He  served  in  the  first  legislature 
of  the  territory,  and  as  a  compensation  re- 
ceived two  lots  in  Topeka.  Being  a  free- 
state  man,  it  re(|uired  all  his  ability  and  exer- 
tion to  keep  his  farm,  as  everything  was  done 
to  get  him  out  of  tlie  county.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  went  to  Illinois,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  died.  His  wife  survived  him.  and 
she  was  the  mother  of  two  children  by  a 
previous   marriage. — D.     L..    and    Richard 
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Houston.  The  Bell  children  were :  Caro- 
luie,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Eliza,  the  wife 
of  I.  Jackson;  Elizabeth;  John;  and  Fanny, 
who  married  C.  Holland,  of  Xebraska. 

^Ir.  \\"eathermon  and  his  wife  have  eight 
■children,  namely;  Albert,  Eva,  George  C, 
Cora,  Roy  V.,  Grace  J.,  Carl  R.  and  Delia. 
Mr.  Weathermon  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  Lodge  Xo.  219. 


JAMES  M.  THRASHER. 

James  Madison  Thrasher,  a  prominent 
and  successful  farmer  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  a  loyal  and  honest  citizen  of 
the  town  of  Barnard,  is  a  native  of  Monroe 
county,  Indiana,  born  August  7,  1858.  He 
is  a  son'  of  Joel  and  Orlena  (Carroll) 
Thrasher,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Joel  Thrasher  settled  in  Monroe  county,  In- 
diana, in  early  life,  where  he  was  an  honest, 
quiet  farmer.  He  died  on  the  homestead  and 
his  wife  remained  at  home  until  1877,  when 
she  went  to  Missouri  and  made  her  home 
with  her  son  James,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  died  there  in  1895.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  in  which  they  were  active  workers. 
Their  ^children  were;  Mary,  deceased,  who 
married  Mr.  Campbell;  John,  who  died  in 
Oklahoma,  July  4,  1900,  leaving  a  wife  and 
six  children;  Mrs.  Christa  Worley,  deceased; 
]\Irs.  Kate  Hazelwood;  Jason  N..  who  lives 
in  Indiana;  IMrs.  Sallie  Blair;  James,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  and  RoUa,  who  is  a 
grocer  at  Barnard, 

James  M.  Thrasher,  whose  name  heads 
this  brief  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  He  then  mo\-ed  to  Illini)is,  where  he 
v;as  employed  as  a  farm  hand  fur  twn  years. 


arid  in  1875  'ic  went  to  Missouri,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  one  year. 
He  then  rented  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which 
he  afterward  bought,  and  gradually  increased 
until  he  had  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
his  present  possession.  It  is  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  is  one  of  the  neat  and 
attractive  farms  so  often  seen  in  that  section 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Thrasher  also  raises 
considerable  stock.  He  married  Kate  Al- 
kire,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  July  8,  1864, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Ann  Alkire. 

David  Alkire  settled  in  White  Cloud 
township  in  1877,  where  he  remained  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  then  moved  to  Maryville. 
He  lost  his  first  wife  in  Illinois.  His  chil- 
dren are;  Charles',  deceased;  Benjamin; 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  E.  H.  GofT;  Chance;  Will- 
iam, of  Maryville;  Kate,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  Timothy.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  He  reared 
the  following  children  by  his  second  wife : 
Mrs.  Cally  Campbell;  John,  of  California; 
Nancy;  Lily,  the  wife  of  J.  Gofif;  Milem, 
of  Stanberrj^;  and  Elizabeth,  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thrasher  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  church. 

Our  subject,  James  ]M.  Thrasher,  has 
been  blessed  with  eight  children,  namely ; 
Edna,  born  May  9,  1884;  Christa,  May  24, 
1886;  Allie,  September  29,  1888;  David  R., 
December  14,  1889;  Joel  R,,  December  14, 
18889;  Jimnie  E.,  May  19,  1892;  Elmar  R., 
January  29,  1896;  and  Irene,  December  4, 
1898,  The  parents  attend  the  Christian 
church. 


THOMAS  R.  HUBBELL. 

Thomas  R.  Hubbell,  a  pioneer  settler 
and  prominent  farmer  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  has  been  identified  with  the  growth 
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and  settlement  of  this  county.  A  native  of 
Henry  county,  Indiana,  he  was  born  Octo- 
l)ei-  13.  1824.  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Rumley)    Hu1)bell. 

Two  uf  the  Hubbell  brothers  came  from 
England  in  the  early  colonial  days,  serving 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  John  Hub- 
bell,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
liody  guard  to  (leorge  Washington  for  six- 
months.  He  settletl  in  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Robinson,  of  New  Jersey.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Democrat.  He  attended  the  Xew 
Light  church,  and  his  death  nccurred  in  Hen- 
rv  county,  Indiana.  The  children  born  to 
this  couple  were:  John;  Isaac;  Daniel; 
Ehigh;  Sally;  Anna;  and  Samuel,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Samuel  Hubbell  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1799.  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he  bought  some 
timber  land  and  later  sold  this  farm  to  his 
father,  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
entered  land  and  improved  a  farm  near  Pot- 
tawatomy,  an  bulian  reservation,  near  Xiles. 
In  1839,  he  sold  this  farm  and  returned  to 
Indiana,  spending  the  winter  in  Henry  coun- 
ty. He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Jnhnson  coun- 
ty, remaining  there  three  or  four  years,  after 
which  he  sold  out  and  again  went  to  Michi- 
gan. Later  he  returned  to  Johnson  county, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  remained  sev- 
eral years.  Then  his  wife  died.  He  then 
bought  a  home  in  N'igo  county,  where  he 
moved,  and  re-marred.  He  was  a  fairly 
sucessful  farmer,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1882.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  later 
a  Republican.  He  married  Mary  Rumley, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Rumley.  Thomas 
Rumley  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Indiana.  He 
was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by  trade.  He 
moved  to  Kosciusko  coiuity.  Indiana,  where 


he  died  .some  years  later.  His  children  were : 
Mary  A.,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  J'lhn; 
Habicook ;  Betsy ;  and  Louisa.  Samuel  Hub- 
bell and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Thomas  R.,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch;  Tabitha,  the  wife  of  R. 
Ross;  Rachael,  the  wife  of  J.  Eastburn :  Sa- 
rah, deceased ;  Samuel  S.,  of  Iowa ;  and  Will- 
iam, who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

Thomas  R.  Hubbell,  the  subject  of  this 
personal  biography,  made  manv  moves  with 
his  father  in  his  boyhood  days,  and  after 
growing  to  maniiood,  he  married  and  settled 
in  Indiana,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  John- 
son county.  He  remained  there  a  numlier  of 
years,  and  then  went  to  \'igo  county,  living 
there  until  1856.  He  then  sold  his  farm  and 
returned  to  Johnson  county,  where  he  renteil 
a  farm  for  four  years,  after  which  time  he 
mox'ed  to  Iowa  in  i860,  remaining 
one  year  in  that  state.  He  then  bought 
the  land  in  Nodawa)'  county  on  which 
he  now  lix'es,  and  in  1861  mox'ed'  with 
his  family  to  lliis  farm.  It  was  but  a 
farm  with  forty  acres  rudely  broken,  and 
with  no  buildings,  sa\e  a  small  cabin.  ]Mr. 
Hul)bell  made  man)-  permanent  improxe- 
ments,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive little  farms  in  the  county.  There  is  a 
large  house,  several  substantial  outbuildings, 
and  an  orchard,  while  the  land  is  in  a  splen- 
did state  of  cultivation.  During  his  early 
days  in  Missouri  the  war  was  raging,  and 
often  times  Mr.  Hubbell  was  in  danger  of 
his  life,  as  he  was  a  Unon  man  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  militia.  He  helped  elect  many 
good  men  to  the  township  offices,  and  was  a 
firm  and  strong  Republican.  He  never  cared 
to  serve  in  office,  and  was  at  one  time  elect- 
ed justice  of  the  peace,  but  refused  to  serve. 

Mr.  Hubbell  married  Perlina  Kinnick, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  Eebruarv 
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14.  1826.  Slie  was  a  (laugliter  of  Jolin  and 
Peggy  (Eckles)  Kinnick.  The  Kinnick 
family  were  prominent  in  Xorth  Carolina, 
but  John  moved  to  Indiana  in  1836,  settling 
in  Johnson  county,  where  he  bought  some 
tmiher  land,  which  he  improx-ed  and  there 
carried  on  farming.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  children  :  lilliza  ;  Xancy  :  Will- 
iam; Henry:  ^Nlinerva;  f^erlina.  the  wife  of 
our  subject:  Emily;  Mary;  James.  The  pa- 
rents were  both  Methodists. 

'Slv.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  have  been  blessed 
with  nine  children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  who 
married  J.  Somer;  Sarah  I.,  the  wife  of  A. 
Roberts:  Martha  A.,  wife  of  ]\I.  Peterson: 
Charlotte,  who  married  H.  Atkinson :  John. 
a  farmer;  Samuel,  of  Indian  Territory:  In- 
dustry, the  wife  of  George  Thompson: James, 
a  farmer;  and  Albert,  at  home.  Albert  is 
the  only  unmarried  one  in  the  family.  Mar- 
tha A.  was  a  natural  artist,  and  many  of  her 
paintings  adorn  the  walls  of  Mrs.  Hubbell's 
home.  Martha  died  in  1892.  leaving  two 
sons.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  well 
known  in  the  county  and  in  Carwood.  where 
thev  have  manv  friends. 


JOHX  WEXDLE. 

John  \\'endle,  who  is  one  of  the  well 
known  farmers  residing  in  Grant  township, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  county,  was  Ijorn  in 
Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  February  17, 
1833.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Critzinger)  Wendle,  botli  of  Virginia. 
George  \\'endle,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  wagon- 
maker  by  trade.  He  married  Sally  Bording, 
of  Virginia,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  William,  the  father 
of  our  subject ;  Samuel  B. ;  Margai^et,  now 


Mrs.  Dull:  Amos;  Richard:  Beant ;  George; 
Elizabeth ;  Joseph,  who  lives  in  Virginia. 
The  family  attended  the  Lutheran  church. 

William  Wendle  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Virginia.  He  married  Mary 
Critzinger,  who  died  in  1875.  She  was  one 
of  a  large  number  of  children,  the  others 
Ijeing:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Taman  :  Michela, 
now  Mrs.  Wiseman;  Lydia  Hammond; 
Peggv  Hatter;  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  Orndorf; 
Dilita.  John,  Joseph,  Samuel,  George, 
Lewis.  Isaac.  Samuel  and  Isaac, — the  two 
last  mentioned  being  mrnisters.  William 
\\'endle  moved  to  Illinois  in  1855.  where 
he  rented  a  farm,  and  later  bought  land,  on 
which  he  followed  agriculture  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  in  1879.  and  his  death 
was  deeply  felt  in  the  community,  as  he  had 
been  a  loyal  and  faithful  citizen  and  had 
won  many  friends  during  his  residence  in 
that  county.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong 
Democrat,  and  religiously  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  His  children  were :  John, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cornelius,  of 
Iowa:  Lydia.  now  Mrs.  C.  Baker;  Margaret, 
now  Mrs.  Kemp:  George,  of  Illinois;  Will- 
iam, of  X'ebraska;  Jo.sepli.  of  Xebraska ; 
Washington,  of  Illinois;  Jackson,  of  Ne- 
braska; and  Isaiah,  of  Cameron,  Missouri. 

John  Wendle,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Virginia.  In 
1855  he  moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Ogle 
county,  where  he  worked  out  as  a  farm 
hand.  Later  his  father  settled  in  this  coun- 
tv,  whom  he  assisted  in  farming.  Mr. 
Wendle  returned  to  A'irginia  in  1858.  where 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mar}-  Copp, 
a  native  of  that  state.  He  did  nut  return 
west  until  after  the  rebellion,  but  enliste.I 
in  the  Confederate  service,  serving  as  a 
substitute  for  six  months,  under  Stonewall 
Jackson.   He  was  in  reality  in  sympathy  with 
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the  Union  men,  but  was  compelled  to  join 
the  Confederate  service.  He  was  in  several 
skirmishes  but  in  no  regular  battles.  He  re- 
mained in  Virgimia  until  1864,  when  with 
his  family  he  returned  to  Illinois.  He 
bought  a  farm  in  that  state,  but  sold  out 
in  1878  and  moved  to  Missouri,  locating  in 
Nodaway  county,  remaining  here  two  years. 
He  then  bought  a  farm  north  of  Maryville, 
and  after  living  on  it  for  four  years  sold  it 
and  moved  to  Kansas.  In  1884  he  returned 
to  Nodaway  county,  wliere  he  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he 
has  greatly  improved  and  remodeled.  It 
yields  a  splendid  crop  each  year,  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  He  also 
gives  much  time  and  work  to  stock-raising, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Wendle's  wife.  Mary  Copp  Wendle, 
was  born  May  17,  18.^3,  in  Virginia,  and 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  and  respect- 
ed families  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Copp,  was  a  prominent  farm- 
er in  his  county,  and  attained  a  ripe  old  age. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely :  Rebecca ;  Eliza ;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Philip  and  Lydia.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Laura,  boiin  November  21,  1859, 
now  the  wife  of  F.  Beaver;  Caroline  E., 
born  February  5,  1862,  now  the  wife  of  C. 
Hayward;  Mary  .\..  born  March  13,  1865, 
now  the  wife  of  H.  Wamsley;  Martha,  born 
November  12.  1866,  now  the  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Snively;  Ada  M..  born  Deccmlier  15,  1868, 
niiw  the  wife  of  1).  Snodgrass:  William, 
born  June  23.  1871  ;  ;iind  Lee,  born  Xovcmber 
19,  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wendle  are  raising 
an  orphan,  Cirace  Xewcomljc,  wlmse  mother 
died  when  she  was  but  two  years  njd.  Our 
sulijcct  and  his  wife  lia\e  many  warm  friends 


in  the  community,  and  are  higlily  respected 
by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Wendle  is  an 
ardent  Democrat. 


ja:\ies  f.  logax. 

James  F.  Logan  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  representative  citizens  of  Tarkio,  .\tchi- 
son  county,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
locality  since  1872.  He  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  near  the  city  of  West- 
chester, on  tlic  Ti(]  of  September.  1850,  an<t 
is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  William  P.  Logan,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  granrdfa- 
ther,  William  Logan,  Sr..  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  state  and  was  of  English 
and  W'elsh  lineage.  He  married  Miss  Phebe 
Pyle,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylva.ua.  ami 
both  died  in  that  state.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Miss  Sarah  J.  McComb  becoming  his 
wife.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
James  T.  McComb,  the  blind  preacher.  His 
marriage  occurred  when  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  he  reared  a  family  but 
never  saw  them.  He  devoted  much  of  his 
life  to  the  ministry  and  for  some  time  en- 
gaged in  preaching  to  the  iicnitentiary  con- 
victs in  Fort  Madi.son,  biwa.  He  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hannah  Cowden  and  both 
she  and  her  husband  have  now  jjassed  away. 

In  1852  Mr.  Logan,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  removed  to  Illinois,  residing  for 
some  time  in  .\dams  and  Hancock  counties. 
He  taught  school  at  interxals  im-  ii\er  twen- 
ty-five years.  In  1872  the  family  came  to 
.\tchison  county,  MissmnM.  locating  in  Col- 
fa.K  townshi]).  wlici-c  the  father  carried  on 
general  farming  until  his  life's  labors  were 
ended  in  death,  in   1881;.  when  he  was  si.Kty- 
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seven  years  of  age.  He,  too,  was  zealous 
anul  faithful  in  the  cause  of  the  Master  and. 
ivas  a  minister  of  the  ^Methodist  Protestant 
church,  laboring  earnestly  to  advance  its 
cause  and  promul.o-ate  its  principles  among 
men.  In  local  affairs  he  took  a  prominent 
part  antl  served  as  postmaster  and  justice 
of  the  peace  at  London  for  fifteen  years, 
being  familiarly  known  as  Squire  Logan. 
His  wife  died  in  1899.  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  After  her  husband's  death  she  super- 
intended the  farm  of  two  iiundred  acres 
which  he  left  to  her,  and  also  conducted  the 
postoffice  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  its  patrons 
until  her  own  death.  She  was  an  entertain- 
ing converser  and  an  earnest,  loyal  Chris- 
tian woman,  and  passed  away  loved  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  her.  Ten  children 
were  born  unto  I\Ir.  and  JNlrs.  Logan,  of 
whom  nine  are  yet  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Phebe  Xoble,  of  Carthage,  Illinois;  Will- 
iam, of  Keokuk.  Iowa :  James  F.,  Tarkio, 
Missouri,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Hannah  Sherman,  also  of  Tarkio;  Alfred, 
a  resident  of  Glenwood,  Missouri ;  Horace, 
who  is  living  in  Colfax  township.  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  on  the  old  homestead; 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania; Mrs.  Emma  Colwell,  of  Colfax 
township:  and  Mrs.  Clara  Hull,  of  the  same 
township.  One  child,  Elswortb,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six,  having  preceded  his  fa- 
ther two  years  to  the  s])irit  w'nrld.  The 
family  has  been  one  of  i)rnniinence  in  the 
community  in  which  most  of  the  children 
have  resided.  Three  of  the  family  have  been 
school  teachers  and  others  have  been  leaders 
in  various  useful  walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Logan  of  this  review  sjier.t  the  days 
of  his  youth  up<in  a  farm  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  accjuircd  a  good 
education.     lie  afterward  became  a  success- 


ful teacher  and  followed  that  profession  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  was  converted  and 
joined  the  Methodist  Protestant  church  in 
the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age  and  has  ever 
since  been  a  faithful  member,  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  the  religious  affairs  of  his 
vicinity,  and  fre(|uently  attends  the  annual 
conference  as  a  delegate  for  tlie  church,  and 
once  attended  the  genera!  conference.  He 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Crossan.  and  in  her 
family  there  were  fi\e  teachers,  three  of 
whom  became  lawyers.  She  is  a  lady  of  in- 
telligence and  culture  who  has  proved  to  her 
husband  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmeet 
on  the  journey  of  life.  She  was  born  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1846,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Logan  im  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  in 
1870.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Edwin  Crossan, 
a  nati\'e  of  Cliester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Crossan.  who 
was  born  in  England,  but  Ixith  be  and  his 
wife,Mrs.  Jane  Crossan,  spent  tlieir  last  days 
in  Pennsylvania.  Edwin  Crossan  married 
Rebecca  Burton,  a  daughter  of  William  Bur- 
ton, and  in  1864. they  removed  to  Illinois, 
subsequently  coming  to  Kansas.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  stone-cutter  and  was  a 
man  of  marked  in(lustr\-  ;ind  enterprise.  He 
aided  in  building  Girartl  College,  at  F'hila- 
delphia,  and  many  of  the  substantial  struc- 
tures in  that  part  of  the  country  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  llirift  and  labor.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Republican.  He  died  in  Paola, 
Kansas,  in  1885,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1899.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the.  Methodist 
Episcopal  churcli.  In  the  family  were  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  reachad  maturity 
and  se\'en  are  yd  li\ing,  namely:  Isaac,  a 
resident  of  Xodaway  county.  Miss.mri:  Ed- 
win,  who  served  as  a  .soldier  in  the  Civil 
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war  and  is  now  living  in  Cliicago;  James, 
deceased,  wlio  was  also  one  of  the  "boys  in 
blue,"  and  died  in  Newbern,  North  Caro- 
lina: Mrs.  Rebecca  Logan,  the  wife  of  the 
subject  of  this  review:  ]\Iinerva,  who  died 
in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Will- 
iam, of  Paola.  Kansas ;  George,  of  Mary- 
ville.  ^Missouri ;  Mrs.  Susan  Matthes,  of 
Norton,  Kansas:  John,  of  Nodaway  county, 
JMissouri :  Sherman,  who  died  in  infancy : 
and  Mary  Belle,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ele\en  years. 

In  earlv  life  Mr.  Logan  of  this  review 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
westward  and  for  twenty  years  was  a  resi- 
dtnt  of  Adams  and  Hancock  counties,  Illi- 
nois. In  the  early  spring  of  1872.  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  little  daughter,  he 
came  to  the  west,  and  after  traveling  over 
siiuthern  Nebraska  in  a  covered  wagon  re- 
turned to  Missouri,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  \\Titing  to  his  father  of  the  fa- 
vorable conditions  of  this  country  which  ho 
here  found,  the  latter,  with  his  family,  came 
in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year.  When  J. 
F.  Logan  arrived  in  the  county  he  found  it 
a  wild  and  unsettled  region.  He  erected 
a  house  fourteen  by  eighteen  feet,  budt  of 
Cottonwood  lumber,  and  became  the  owner 
of  eighty  acres  of  rich  land.  To-day  he  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  agriculturists  of 
his  community,  his  landed  possessions  ag- 
gregating six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  free  from  incumbrance.  He  has  g3o  1 
])uildings,  four  bearing  orchards,  containing 
se\en  hundred  and  fifty  apjile  trees,  and 
fences  that  are  ever  kejit  in  excellent  repair. 
Everything  is  neat  aiul  thrifty  in  appearance 
and  indicates  the  careful  super\-ision  of  the 
owner.  In  his  business  affairs  he  has  pros- 
])ered,  and  to-day  he  is  successfully  carry- 


ing on  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-rais- 
.ing,  making  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  red 
polled  cattle,  having  over  one  hundred  upon 
his  farm  at  the  present  time.  His  farm  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  township. 

L'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  have  been 
born  two  children:  Zelda  A.,  now  the  wife 
of  John  Woodhouse:  and  Millard  F.,  who 
married  Maude  Carman,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  Millard  C.  Mr.  Logan,  whose 
name  introduces  this  review,  is  a  man  of  in- 
telligence, well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the 
day.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
giving  an  unfaltering  support  to  that  party. 
He  and  his  wife  have  many  warm  friends 
and  enjoy  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
them  by  reason  of  their  well-directed  efforts 
arid  honoralile  lives. 


ALMOND  A.  STAPLES. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  narrative 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous,  energetic  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  northwestern 
Missouri.  He  has  made  his  special  field  of 
industry  an  eminent  success  and  is  highly 
esteemed  and  respected  by  all  with  w  bom  he 
has  been  brought  into  contact,  either  in  busi- 
ness or  social  life.  His  l.arge  farm  lies  partly 
in  Nodaway  and  partly  in  -\tchison  county, 
while  hi.;  residence  is  about  one-half  mile 
over  the  line  in  .\tchison  county. 

Mr.  Staples  was  born  January  10,  1848, 
in  far-awav  New  Hampshire,  a  son  of  .\l)ial 
K.  and  Abigail  Staples,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire.  At  an  early  day  the 
father  remoxed  to  New  Hampshire,  and 
when  our  subject  was  about  two  years  old 
took  his  family  to  Wisconsin.  In  1855  '^^ 
came  to  Missouri  and  in  1876  took  up  his 
residence  in  .\tchison  county,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dving  there  at  the 
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age  of  sixty-seven  3'ears.  Througliout  life 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  farmer  and 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  knew  him.  His  estimable  wife  died  in 
Kansas,  while  on  a  \'isit,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  but  her  remains  were  brought 
back  to  the  old  home  in  ^Missouri  for  inter- 
ment. She  was  a  loving  wife  and  a  tender 
mother.  In  the  family  were  six  children. — ■ 
all  boys, — four  of  whom  are  'M\\  living  and 
are  recognized  as  leading  agriculturists  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  They  were  quite 
a  home-loving  family. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss 
IMar}-  Jeffrie,  who  was  bom  in  Chester  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Rodolph  R..  now 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  married  jNIiss 
May  \\'hiff,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  C.irace 
^\'hiff.  of  a  well  respected  family  mnv  resid- 
ing in  Page  county,  Iowa.  After  his  mar- 
riage Rodolph  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm 
in  Atchison  county,  Missouri.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  good  habits,  industrious  and  enter- 
prising, and  if  health  is  accorded  him  he  will 
make  a  success  in  life.  William  ]M.  Staples, 
the  second  of  the  family,  is  twenty-four  years 
of  age  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  N^odaway 
county.  He  employs  some  one  to  care  for 
his  hdine  and  he  devotes  his  attention  to  the 
operation  of  his  farm.  He,  too,  is  an  en- 
ergetic and  capable  young  business  man  of 
high  moral  character  and  is  well  liked 
throughout  the  neighborhood.  Ada  M.,  the 
third  child,  an  affectionate  little  daughter, 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months 
and  eight  days.  Henry  S.,  now  twenty  years 
of  age,  is  with  his  parents.  At  present  he 
is  pursuing  his  education  in  Amity  College, 
in  Page  county,  Iowa.  His  mild  temper, 
good  disposition  and  willingness  to  work  in- 


dicate that  his  business  career  will  not  prove 
an  unprofitable  one  and  that  his  friends  will 
be  many.  Laury  A.,  the  next  member  of  the 
family,  is  seventeen  years  of  age.  She  is  a, 
l.iright,  industrious  and  intelligent  young 
lady  and  has  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  neighborhood.  Emmie  E.,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months,  deepl_\-  mourned  by  her  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Staples  located 
in  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  on  a  farm  which 
he  had  purchased,  but  after  living  there  for 
two  years  sold  his  property  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  wild,  raw  prairie  land,  where  he 
now  resides.  Success  has  crowned  his  well 
dn-ected  and  energetic  efforts,  and  he  now 
owns  nearly  one  thousand  acres  of  land, 
which  he  has  transformed  into  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  the  state.  His  first  home 
was  a  little  shant}-,  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet, 
Init  it  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  a 
pleasant  and  commodious  residence,  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  trees  and  flowers.  He 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  fruit-rais- 
ing, and  gives  considerable  attention  to  stock, 
principally  cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  a  man 
of  far  more  than  ordinary  business  and  ex- 
ecutive ability,  and  his  success  in  life  is 
chiefly  due  to  his  sound  judgment  and  keen 
discrimination.  Since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential \-ote  for  Ulysses  Grant  he  has  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  its  principles.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mas- 
ter Mason,  a  member  of  the  lodge  at  Burling- 
ton Junction. 


WARREX   H.  ANDREWS. 

Warren  H.  Andrews,  \\ho  is  carrying 
on  general  farming  and  stock  dealing,  con- 
ducts his  business  on  an  extensive  scale  and 
is  now  placed  among  the  well-to-do  residents 
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of  Colfax  township.  He  came  to  Atchison 
county  in  1876  when  a  youth  of  fifteen  years 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  locality. 
He  was  born  in'  Hancock  county,  Illinois, 
near  Carthage.  His  father,  Charles  W. 
Andrews,  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York,  near  Jamestown,  on  the  26th  of 
No\ember,  1838.  The  grandfather,  Merrill 
A.  Andrews,  as  a  native  of  the  same  county 
and  was  a  son  of  Asel  Andrews,  who  died 
in  the  Empire  state.  His  son  Merrill  A. 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  When  he  arrived 
at  the  years  of  maturity  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Jacobs,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  fa- 
ther, however,  was  born  in  Xew  York  and 
removed  westward  at  the  time  of  the  Mor- 
mon emigration  with  Joseph  Smith.  That 
band  of  people  located  in  Xauvoo,  Illinois, 
and  subsequently  went  overland  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  in  1849,  ]\Ir.  Jacobs  aiding  in 
establishing  the  metropolis  of  Utah.  In  1842 
Merrill  A.  Andrews,  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, also  journeyed  across  the-country  with 
a  one-horse  wagon  and  became  a  resident  of 
Hancock  county,  Illinois,  his  liome  being 
near  Carthage.  He  lived  at  that  place  until 
1865  and  witnessed  the  shooting  of  Joseph 
Smith.  Subsequent]}-  he  lemoxed  to  Mount 
Pleasant.  Henrv  Ciuinty,  Imva.  and  later  took 
up  his  abode  in  I'age  county,  that  state, 
where  he  erected  a  residence  and  spcit  his 
remaining  days,  jiassing  away  at  an  advanced 
age.  His  widow  now  resides  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
Jilerrill  .\.  Amh-ews  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
jiation  in  his  later  years,  .-ilthough  he  learned 
blacksmithing  in  early  life.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig  until  the  organization  of  the 
Re])ublican  ]);irty.  when  he  joined  its  ranks, 
supporting  ,\l]rah;un  i.incobi.  His  wife  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
They  had  seven  children,  two  of  whom  are 


yet  living,  namely :  Charles  N.,  the  father 
of  our  subject ;  and  Asel  M.,  who  served  as 
a  soldier  in  an  Illinois  regiment  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  is  now  an  attorney  at  law  in 
Denver,  Colorado.  The  five  who  have  passed 
away  are :  Udna,  who  served  for  tw-o  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  was  then 
discharged  on  account  of  disability,  after 
which  he  hicated  in  Minnesota,  where  his 
death  occurred;  Byron,  who  died  in  inf.ir.cy: 
another  son,  also  deceased;  Florine.  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Salmontl.  who  died 
in  boyhood. 

Charles  \\'.  Andrews,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  little  lad  of  four  summers 
when  he  accomj^anied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Illinois.  He  was  reared  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  in  Hancock  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  spending  his  )-onth  u|)on  a  farm. 
He  w'orked  in  the  fields  following  the  plow 
from  the  time  of  early  spring  planting  until 
the  crops  were  garnered  in  the  autumn. 
When  the  labors  of  the  farm  were  practically 
ended  for  the  season  he  entered  the  school 
of  the  neighborhood  and  pursued  his  edu- 
cation, in  Illinois  and  in  Jamestown.  Xew 
York. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  his  iiatriotic 
spirit  was  <-iroused  by  the  atteni])!  of  the 
south  to  overthrow  the  I-  nion  and  lie  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  serving  for  three  years  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  Finley  and  Major 
McClary,  the  latter  having  been  an  officer  in 
the  Mexican  war.  Mr.  .Andrews  was  taken 
prisoner  and  incarcerated  at  Libby  ])rison  for 
some  time,  b^inally,  however,  he  was  ex- 
changed and  retiuMied  home  on  a  finOough. 
After  visiting  his  f;imily  he  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  the  front,  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  service  in  the  south.     He  participated 
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in  the  engagements  at  Baton  Rouge  an  I 
jMobile.  then  returned  to  Xew  Orleans  Iw 
steamer  and  at  Baton  Rouge  lie  received  an 
honorable  discharge,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty, 
whether  upon  the  picket  line  or  on  the  firing 
line,  and  with  a  military  record  of  wliich 
he  has  ever}-  reason  to  be  proud  he  returned 
home. 

The  same  year,  1865,  Mr.  Andrews  re- 
moved to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  locating  near 
Mount  Pleasant.  He  had  been  marrield 
when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  Miss 
Angelina  Ayl.shire,  a  native  of  Illinois  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Aylshire.  She  died, 
leaving  two  sons:  \Varren  H.,  a  resident 
of  Atchison  county,  ^Missouri :  and  George 
W.,  a  resident  of  Nance  county,  Nebraska. 
In  18G7  Mr.  Andrews  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary  S. 
Wells,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Wells.  Her 
father  is  now  deceased,  Init  her  mother  is 
yet  lixing,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son,  D.  N.  Wells, 
in.  Kearney,  Nebraska.  In  the  year  1876 
Charles  W.  Andrews  came  with  his  family 
to  Atchison  county,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
a  small  frame  house  sixteen  l)y  twenty-four 
feet,  situated  on  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  .\s  the  years  lia\'e 
passed,  however,  he  has  added  to  his  posses- 
sions until  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres. 
He  has  also  erected  a  fine  residence,  good 
barns  and  other  necessary  outbuildings  and 
has  the  latest  improved  machinery  upon  his 
place,  while  a  modern  windmill  is  used  for 
pumping  water.  There  are  good  ])astures 
and  feed  lots,  and  stock-raising  is  one  of  his 
principal  sources  of  income.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising 


agriculturists  of  the  community,  and  his 
success  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own 
well  directed  efforts. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Andrews 
have  been  torn  nine  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living,  namfely :  Marion,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  residing  in  Blanchard,  Iowa;  Elsie, 
the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Mclntirc,  who  resides 
in  Brown  county.  Kansas;  Charles  M..  who 
resides  in  Atchison  county,  near  Blanchard, 
Iowa ;  Wells,  who  is  living  on  the  homestead 
farm ;  Catherine,  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Rouse, 
of  Nodaway  county ;  Gertrude,  Bessie  and 
Florence,  at  home.  There  are  also  twenty- 
three  grandchildren.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  Andrews  has  been  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican since  voting  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America  and  maintains  i)leasant  relations 
with  his  old  ,arm\-  conu'ades  through  his  as- 
sociation with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 

W^arren  H.  Andrews,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  spent  the  first  fifteen  years 
of  his  life  in  Illinois  and  L^wa  and  then 
came  to  Atchison  count}',  where  he  has  re- 
sided since  1876.  He  was  reared  t  >  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  early  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  rich  land,  and  in 
connection  with  his  brother  has  fi\-e  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Colfax  township.  His 
barn  is  the  largest  in  the  county,  its  dimen- 
sions being  sixty-four  by  fifty-eight  feet. 
All  the  modern  accessories  and  improvements 
are  found  unon  the  place,  and  there  are  ex- 
cellent facilities  for  carrying  on  stock-rais- 
ing. He  feeds  about  five  hundred  head  of 
cattle.  He  and  his  brother  George  also  ha\-e 
a  large  cattle  ranch  in   .Vance  couiitx',   Xe- 
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braska.  where  tliey  have  large  herds.  These 
are  sliipped  to  tlie  city  markets,  where  they 
command  good  prices. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-tliree  'Sir.  Andrews 
^\  as-united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Col- 
well,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  well 
knuwn  and  esteemed  families  of  the  county. 
Se\en  children  grace  this  union,  namely: 
Minnie.  Frank,  Charles.  Roscoe.  Inez.  Xel- 
son  and  ]\Iabel.  In  his  social  relations  Mr. 
Andrews  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Modern  W'oodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. He  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the 
enterprising  business  men  of  the  community. 
He  possesses  a  strong  determination,  re- 
liable judgment  and  keen  discrimination  in 
business  matters.  He  is  an  excellent  judge 
of  stock  and  this  has  proved  an  important 
element  in  his  successful  career.  He  has  a 
wide  aci|uaintance  throughout  this  portion 
of  the  country  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  stock  <lealers  of  Atchison  county. 


MICHAEL  W.   ROBERTS. 

Among  the  prominent  farmers  of  Colfax 
township  is  Alichael  A\'.  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  .\tchison  county,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1853,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  its 
oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  families. 
His  father,  James  Roberts,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  "a  son  of  William  Roberts, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  state,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry.  The  family  has  always  been 
a  patriotic  and  loyal  one,  and  has  been  well 
represented  in  the  early  colonial  wars  as 
well  as  those  of  later  years.  James  Roberts 
Mas  reared  f>n  a  farm  near  Indianapolis,  In- 
diana, and  on  reaching  manhood  married 
Elizabeth  Kime,  who  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  but   spent    her  early   lite    in   the 


Hoosier  state.  Her  father.  Daxid  Kime.  was 
a  native  of  Germany. 

In  1844  Mr.  Roberts  and  his  wife  re- 
moved from  Indiana  to  Missouri  by  teams, 
and  were  among  the  first  to  locate  in  Atchi- 
son county.  .\t  that  time  the  Indians  were 
far  more  numerous  here  than  the  white  set- 
tlers, while  woh'es,  deer  and  other  wild 
game  were  plentiful.  ^Ir.  Roberts  built  a 
log  cabin  at  Center  Grove  and  began  the 
impro\'ement  of  a  farm.  During  the  Mex- 
ican war  he  entered  the  service,  but  while  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  hostilities  ceased 
and  he  returned  home.  In  1849  'i^  crossed 
the  plains  to  California  with  ox  teams,  being 
four  months  upon  the  road,  and  was  engaged 
in  mining  in  that  state  for  some  time,  re- 
turning home  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Pan- 
ama, New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi  river. 

He  then  followed  farming  uninterrupted- 
ly until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  when 
he  enlisted  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  Louisville.  Ken- 
tucky, in  January,  1865.  Two  of  his  broth- 
ers were  also  in  the  army,  these  being  Cap- 
tain Newton  Roberts,  who  belonged  to  a 
Missouri  regiment  and  dieil  in  St.  Jiseph 
thirty  years  ago;  and  Captain  John  Roberts, 
who  belonged  to  an  Indiana  regiment  and 
died  in  1867,  in  that  state.  Two  of  !iis 
sons  also  were  numbered  among  the  boys  in 
blue,  and  one,  like  the  father,  was  called 
upon  to  lay  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  h's 
country.  The  father  was  fifty-two  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  a 
nian  of  good  physique,  being  si.x  feet  high 
and  weighing  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
pounds.  He  was  courageous,  brave  and 
strong,  making  an  excellent  pioneer  and  sol- 
dier. Politicallv  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
supported  Lincoln  for  the  ])residency.  being 
a  strong  Union  man.     His  wife  survived 
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him  thirty-one  years,  dying  on  the  old  home 
farm  in  this  county,  in  1896,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  She  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Christian  chiuxh  and  a  most 
estimable  woman.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  eight  children,  namely : 
Nancy  A.,  the  wife  of  David  West;  David, 
who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and 
died  while  home  on  a  furlough :  Mrs.  Je- 
mima Hough,  deceased ;  William,  who  also 
was  in  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Lincoln  county,  Nebraska  ;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  John  Shepherdson,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  James,  Jr.,  who  died  at  Cen- 
ter Grove  in  1897;  Michael  W.,  our  subject; 
and  Jessie  L.,  a  resident  of  southern  Mis- 
souri. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Michael 
W.  Roberts  pursued^  his  studies  in  a  log- 
school  house  at  Center  Grove,  and  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  work  of  field  and 
meadow,  remaining  at  his  parental  home 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  In  1884 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie 
Jacks,  of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Victoria  Jacks.  By  this 
union  were  born  two  children, — James  and 
Carrie.  The  wife  and  mother  died  February 
3,  1890,  and  in  August,  1892,  Mr.  Roberts 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Estella  Laden,  a  native  of  Indiana 
and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
Laden,  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Her  father  is  now  a  resident  of  Anderson, 
Indiana,  but  her  mother  died,  in  that  state, 
n-.  1885.  Mrs.  Roberts,  also  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  is  the  mother 
of  four  children  :  Frederick.  Pearl,  Alfred 
and  David  Ralph. 

Like  his  father,  ^^Ir.  Roberts  also  is  a 
large  man,  being  six  feet  high  and  weighing 
two  hundred  pounds.     In  his  political  affilia- 


tions he  is  a  Popuhst.  A  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity  and  honor,  he  has  won  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  and  justly  merits  the  high 
regard  in  which  lie  is  held  by  his  fellow 
citizens. 


FRANCIS  M.  BOWMAN. 

Francis  Marion  Bowman,  who  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
is  an  industrious  farmer  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship, Nodaway  countv.  Missouri,  where  he 
owns  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  He  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  haxing  come  here  when  a  boy.  Upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  became  al- 
lied with  the  Confederacy,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  under  Captain  T.  J.  ^Ic- 
Quitta.  He  saw  very  acti\e  ser\-ice  and 
fought  with  valor  throughout  the  war.  He 
was  at  the  liattle  of  Blue  Mills,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Missouri,  in  the  three-days  fight  when 
Colonel  Mulligan  surrendered,  was  a  guard 
for  General  Price's  commissary  trains.  Pea 
Ridge,  Corinth  and  luka.  Mississippi,  and 
numerous  other  engagements.  On  ]May  16, 
1863.  at  Champion  Hills,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  leg  bv  a  bullet  and  was  left  lying 
on  the  battle-field  for  some  time.  He  was 
taken  captive  by  the  federals,  and  the  Con- 
federate surgeons  came  under  a  flag  of  truce 
and  amputated  his  leg.  He  was  returned  to 
the  Confederates,  who  took  care  of  him  and 
sent  him  to  the  hospital  at  Raymond,  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  remained  for  four  weeks, 
and  was  then  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Lauder- 
dale, on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  where 
he  remained  until  he  was  able  to  walk  with 
crutches.  'There  he  met  an  old  friend,  A. 
P.  Cra\-ens,  who  induced  him  to  go  to  his 
old  home  in  kandnlph  county.  North  Caro- 
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lina.  After  remaining  tliere  for  a  time  he 
Avent  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  tlien  on  to 
Cieneral  Lee's  army  on  the  Rappahannock 
river  for  a  time.  He  next  went  south  to 
L'niontown,  Perry  county.  Alaljama.  wliere 
lie  served  as  foreman  or  superintendent  of  a 
large  plantation  until  1865,  after  wliich  he 
returned  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  For 
several  years  he  was  on  tlie  plains  as  drover, 
■driving  large  herds  of  cattle  north  from 
Texas.  In  1873  he  acquired  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  township, 
Nodaway  county,  which  he  has  greatly  im- 
proved. He  has  an  excellent  house,  well- 
furnished  and  suitably  located,  good  barns 
and  outbuildings  and  a  good  orchard  and 
groves.  The  premises  are  well  supplied  with 
water,  which  is  pumped  by  a  windmill,  and 
the  entire  farm  is  in  excellent  condition. 

In  1873  Mr.  Bowman  ^vas  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Georgia  Graham,  a  daughter  of 
M.  W.  and  Emily  (House)  Graham,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Elsie,  wife  of  Alvin  Abbott,  of  Lin- 
coln township;  Marion  W.,  who  lives  on 
one  of  our  subject's  farms  in  Atchison  coun- 
ty;  and  Francis  E.,  Cora  Emily  and  Charles 
E.,  who  are  also  living  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Bowman  is  a  Democrat 
of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  has  held  nu- 
merous township  offices,  such  as  assessor, 
clerk  and  meml^er  of  the  township  board. 
He  is  upright  and  honest,  well  informed  on 
all  subjects  of  general  interest,  and  stands 
high  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


ADOLPH  LI  PPM  AX. 

The  value  of  doing  efficiently  and  cheer- 
fully what  the  hands  find  to  do  and  of  seiz- 
ing opix)rtunities  as  they  appear  has  been 
well  illustrated  in  the  career  of  Adolph  Lipp- 


man.  a  man  well  known  at  Maryville,  Mis- 
souri. He  has  passed  a  quarter  of  a  century 
within  the  borders  of  Nodaway  county  and 
has  established  a  reputation  for  fairness  and 
integrity  which  contributes  in  no  small  de- 
gree to  his  prosperity  and  popularity. 

Mr.  Lippman  was  born  in  Osnabruck, 
Hanover,  Germany,  February  27,  1855.  His 
father,  George  Lippman.  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  business  at  the  above  named  city 
for  nearly  fifty  years,  retiring  about  1890, 
and  died  there  in  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  His  children  are  Mrs.  William 
Minzlaff,  of  Bremen,  Germany ;  Mrs.  Ber- 
nard Hull,  of  Osnabruck,  Germany ;  Charles 
Lippman,  of  Maryville;  ^Irs.  Fred  Bock,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Adolph  Lippman,  of  Mary- 
ville ;  Mrs.  Gustave  Fisher,  of  Ohrbeck,  Ger- 
many; August  Lippman,  of  Brineville,  Ore- 
gon. 

Adolph  Lippman  arrived  in  Cincinnati 
when  about  twelve  years  of  age  and  his 
earliest  employment  was  on  the  boats  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  as  knife  and  fork 
shiner,  in  which  capacity  he  aided  the  cook 
in  many  ways  and  performed  menial  service 
of  different  kinds.  He  was  so  employed  for 
two  years  and  made  many  trips  from  Par- 
kersburg  and  Wheeling  to  Cairo  and  on 
south  to  New  Orleans.  He  then  learned  the 
trade  of  wood-carver  and  cabinetmaker  in 
the  employ  of  the  Mitchell  &  Remmelsberg 
Furniture  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  and  was 
with  that  concern  three  years.  From  Cin- 
cinnati he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  worked 
there  at  his  trade  for  several  years.  He 
followed  that  employment  in  a  tour  of  the 
south,  stopping  to  work  and  "see  the  sights," 
then  going  on  to  the  next  place  to  do  the 
same  things.  In  that  way  he  saw  much  of 
Texas  and  the  southwest  and  earned  good 
wages  all  the  time.     He  came  to  Maryville 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


491 


from  Austin,  Texas,  and  went  to  work  with 
Stephan  Brothers,  furniture  dealers  and  man- 
ufacturers. His  last  employment  as  a  me- 
<;hanic  was  in  the  service  of  Stephan  &  Lipp- 
man,  his  brother  Charles  heing  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm. 

In  1880  he  opened  a  small  resort  on 
North  Main  street.  He  decided,  on  enter- 
ing- the  business,  to  maintain  a  quiet  and 
orderly  resort  and  have  surrounding  it  all 
the  elements  of  respectability.  This  he  has 
accomplished,  and  as  a  result  his  establish- 
ment has  been  the  popular  place  of  the  city 
and  "The  Oak"  a  profitable  in\estment  for 
its  proprietor.  In  1893  he  was  interested  in 
the  construction  of  "The  New  Oak,"  one 
of  the  handsome  brick  buildings  of  the  city. 
He  is  connected  also  with  the  agricultural 
and  stock  interests  of  the  county.  He  owns 
a  large  farm  in  Jackson  tnwnship,  upon 
Avhich  he  feeds  some  ten  car-loads  of  cattle 
annually. 

]\Ir.  Lippman  is  a  Democrat.  In  1886  he 
was  appointed  a  government  inspector  of 
customs  aboard  one  of  the  Alaskan  steamers, 
and  during  a  two-years  absence  from  Mary- 
A-ille  made  nineteen  trips  to  that  frozen  coun- 
i\\.  In  November,  1894,  he  married  Emma 
Deutsche],  a  daughter  of  Michael  Deutschel, 
Avho  was  bom  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  April 
5,  1862. 


DAVID  R.  DUNLAP. 

Among  the  representative  business  men 
of  Atchison  county  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, who  is  now  successfully  conducting  a 
general  store  in  W'estboro.  A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Dunlap  was  born  in 
Huntingdon  county  June  7,  1837,  and  be- 
longs to  a  family  of  Scotch  descent  which 
is  noted  for  industry  and  honesty.     His  fa- 


ther, James  Dunlap,  was  also  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  by  birth,  and  by  occupation  was  a 
mechanic,  working  in  both  wood  and  iron. 
He  married  Nancy  Chaney,  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  state  and  a  representative  of  an 
old  Pennsylvanian  family  of  German  origin. 
In  1849  they  came  A\-est  by  team  and  located 
near  Fairfield,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  being 
among  its  early  settlers.  There  the  father 
followed  his  trade,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
died  near  Fairfield,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  In  their  family  w^ere  twelve  children, 
— seven  sons  and  five  daughters, — namely : 
\\'ashington,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Levi,  of  Crawford  county,  Kansas;  John  \V., 
of  Ketchum,  Idaho;  David  R.,  our  subject; 
Joshua  B.,  of  Wilcox,  Missouri;  James,  who 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  died  in 
the  south;  Lewis,  of  California;  Mrs.  Lovina 
Bailey,  deceased ;  Mrs.  Delilah  Whistler,  of 
Ransom,  Ness  county,  Kansas ;  Mrs.  Nancy 
Monson,  who  died  in  Jefiferson  county,  Iowa ; 
Rose  x\nn,  the  widow  of  Dudley  Kelley; 
and  Joseph  Henry,  who  died  at  Rome,  low.a, 
in  1895.  Politically  the  father  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  religiously  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church. 

The  early  education  of  David  R.  Dunlap 
was  acquired  in  an  old  log  school  house  and 
has  been  supplemented  by  extensive  experi- 
ence in  business.  He  was  reared  upon  the 
old  home  farm,  and  in  his  father's  shop 
gained  a  good  knowledge  of  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  In  1862  he  made  an  overland  trip 
with  ox  teams  to  Oregon,  by  way  of  Omaha, 
North  Platte,  Fort  Bridger  and  Salt  Lake 
City,  being  four  months  uix)n  the  way.  He 
spent  three  years  in  prospecting  and  mining, 
camping  out  most  of  the  time.  In  1865  he 
returned  to  Iowa,  on  horseback  all  of  the 
way,  being  in  the  saddle  seventy-four  days. 

In  1868  Mr.  Dunlap  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  to  Miss  Caroline  Snyder,  a  native  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Snyder,  who  died  in  Westboro,  Missouri. 
By  this  union  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  Lena  Perl,  deceased;  Ada  Anna, 
now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Snyder,  depot  agent 
at  Westboro;  John  Franklin,  a  resident  of 
Atchison  county ;  and  Chester  Arthur.  The 
wife  and  mother,  who  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  died 
in  1894,  and  in  1898  Mr.  Dunlap  married 
Mrs.  Lizzie  (Clement)  Cradit,  a  daughter 
of  M.  B.  Clement,  of  Westboro.  By  this 
marriage  has  been  born  a  son,  David  R., 
Jr.,  a  bright  boy,  now  fifteen  months  old. 
Coming  to  Westboro  in  the  fall  of  1880, 
Mr.  Dunlap  purchased  a  corner  lot  and 
erected  a  large  store  building,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  business  as  a  general  mer- 
chant. His  stock  of  goods  is  large  and  well 
selected,  and  bv  fair  and  hnnnral)le  dealing 
he  has  built  up  an  e.xcellenl  trade.  Keen  dis- 
crimination, untlagging  industry  and  reso- 
lute purpose  are  numbered  among  his  salient 
characteristics  and  tlius  he  has  won  that 
prosperity  which  is  the  merited  reward  of 
honest  effort.  In  his  ijolitical  affiliations  he 
ir,  a  Democrat. 


JOHX  M.  ANDERSON. 

That  sturdy,  honest  Scotch  ancestry 
which  has  leavened  our  American  citizen- 
ship in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  country  pro- 
duced the  suljject  of  this  .sketch,  John  M. 
Anderson,  of  Rockport,  Missouri,  who  was 
elected  county  treasurer  of  Atchison  county 
ill  November,  1900,  and  whose  personal  pop- 
ularity was  attested  by  the  fact  that  as  a 
Republican  he  iiad  a  majority  of  twenty-nine 
votes  over  a  Democratic-Populist  fusion 
ticket  of  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  sev- 


enty-one, all  except  U\X)  of  the  candidates 
on  which  were  elected. 

Air.  Anderson  was  born  August  26, 
1853,  in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  near  Gretna 
Green,  a  favorite  resort  of  marriageable  peo- 
ple from  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ohio.  Will- 
iam Ander.son,  his  father,  also  a  native  of 
Brown  county,  Ohii),  did  three  years  gallant 
service  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  in  Com- 
pany F.  Seventieth  Regiment,  Ohio  \'olun- 
teer  Infantry.  He  married  Miss  Alhertine 
iJragoo,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Ohio  and  is  descended  from  an  old  and 
honorable  family  from  that  state.  In  1865 
they  removed  with  their  family  to  Atchison 
county.  Missouri,  and  the\'  are  still  living 
near  Fairfa.x,  successful  in  life  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  S(in,  John 
M.,  was  educated  to  some  extent  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  but  may  be  said  to  have  acquired 
his  education  chiefly  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence, fur  he  has  always  been  a  devoted  reader 
and  a  close  obser\er  of  men  and  measures. 
Two  \aluable  lessons  were  taught  him  by 
his  parents,  and  they  were  that  he  should 
work  and  be  honest,  and  they  have  been  in- 
fluential upon  his  success  in  life.  He  was 
during  his  early  years  a  farmer,  but  found 
his  real  business  success  as  a  druggist  at 
Phelps  City,  where  his  geniality  and  fair 
dealing  won  him  many  friends  and  perma- 
nent patrons. 

i\s  a  Re])ulilican  Mr.  .\nderson  has  long 
taken  an  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  he 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active,  faithful 
and  zealous  workers  for  the  success  of  his 
party  in  Atchison  county,  in  all  parts  of 
which  he  is  well  known  and  popular.  He 
has  served  as  a  delegate  to  state  and  county 
conventions  and  has  always  wielded  an  ap- 
preciable influence  in  local  Republican  pol- 
itics.   In  1894  and  1895  he  served  the  county 
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with  mucli  abilit)'  and  credit  in  the  office  of 
assessor,  and  in  1900,  when  candidates  were 
needed  whose  personal  popularity  made  it 
possible  for  them  to  win  over  great  opposi- 
tion, he  was  nominated  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Atchi- 
son ciiunty,  a  responsible  position  which 
those  who  know  him  best,  whether  they  are 
Republicans,  Democrats  or  Populists,  believe 
he  will  fill  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
great  mass  of  his  fellow  citizens  without  re- 
regard  to  political  affiliation.  He  was  elect- 
ed hjr  a  majority  of  twenty-nine,  while  the 
county  gave  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  on  the  state  and  national  Dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

]\Ir.  Anderson  has  been  a  resident  of 
Atchison  county  for  thirty-six  years  and  lo- 
cated at  Phelps  City  in  1896,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  prominent  in  business  cir- 
cles there.  He  has  long  been  well  known  as 
a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was 
married,  in  1S80,  to  i\Iiss  Nancy  Robinson, 
who  was  of  a  good  family  and  possessed 
many  virtues  and  accomplishments,  and  who 
died  in  1882.  His  present  wife,  whom  he 
married  in  1890,  was  Miss  Sarah  Cheesman, 
of  Atchison  county,  a  daughter  of  M.  E. 
Cheesman,  a  representative  of  an  old  and 
honorable  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Mrs.  Anderson's 
niece,  a  bright  girl,  known  as  Fay  Cheesman 
Anderson. 


JOHN  Mcelroy. 

As  long  as  memory  remains  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  the  Republic  stands  as  one 
of  tiie  great  powers  of  the  world,  the  nation 
will  ever  feel  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those 
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wflio  preserved  the  Uni«in  at  the  time  when 
its  stabilit}-  was  threatened  by  rebellion  in 
the  south.  Among  the  loyal  sons  who  "wore 
the  blue"  is  numbered  John  McElroy,  whose 
]3atri()tic  spirit  pronijjted  his  enlistment,  and 
at  the  seat  df  war  he  won  for  himself  an 
h'on(irat)le  military  record.  He  is  now  well 
known  as  a  \alued  and  honorable  citizen  of 
Atchison  county,  where  he  located  in  1870. 
He  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Virginia,  April 
II,  1829,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  good  families  of  that  state.  His  father 
was  George  McElroy,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  his  grandfather  was  Archibald 
McElroy.  The  latter  was  of  Scotch  parent- 
age and  the  family  was  founded  in  Lee 
county,  Virginia,  at  an  early  day.  Having 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity  the  grandfather 
married  a  Miss  Smith,  also  of  Lee  county, 
and  upon  a  farm  they  made  their  home  and 
reared  their  large  family.  They  were  Baptist 
people  in  religious  belief  and  their  lives  were 
in  harmony  with  their  professions.  Both 
died  in  Virginia, the  grandfather  when  seven- 
ty years  of  age,  the  grandmother  at  the  age 
of  eighty  3'eaTs.  Residing  in  the  south,  their 
descendants  became  supporters  of  southern 
principles,  and  the  family  was  represented 
b}  many  members  in  the  Confederate  army. 
George  McElroy  was  reared  in  Lee 
county,  Virginia,  spending  his  youth  uiwn 
the  old  family  homestead.  He  wedded 
Miss  Polly  Noe,  a  representative  of  a  re- 
spected family  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Noe,  who  was  of  Dutch 
descent.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had 
four  children  who  reached  mature  years, 
nameh' :  Archibald,  who  died  in  Lee  county, 
\'irginia;  Ximrod,  now  living  in  Lincoln 
township,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five;  Betsey,  who  died  in 
Indiana;  and  Emily,  who  died  in  early  life. 
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Ill  1 83 1  the  parents  left  their  home  in  the 
Old  Dominion  and  by  team  traveled  to 
Washington  county,  Indiana.  In  1832  the 
father  went  south  to  seek  a  location.  He 
was  on  a  steamer  when  taken  ill.  his  sick- 
ness terminating  his  life.  This  left  the 
widow  and  children  alone  in  a  new  country 
and  with  little  to  provide  for  their  support. 
The  mother.  howe\-er.  long  survived  him  and 
passed  away  in  Burlington,  Coffey  county, 
Kansas,  in  1859.  at  the  age  of  fifty-six 
years.  She  had  carefully  reared  her  chil- 
dren, keeping  them  together  and  providing 
for  them  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  was  again 
married,  becoming  the  wife  of  Joseph  Dur- 
nil.  and  had  three  children,  of  whom  one 
is  now  living,  James,  a  resident  of  Illi- 
nois. The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Whig 
in  his  early  political  affiliations,  and  though 
reared  in  the  south  he  became  an  Abolition- 
ist. He  held  membership  in  the  Reformed 
church  and  lived  an  upright  and  consistent 
life, 

John  McElroy  was  reared'  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Washington  county,  In- 
<iiana.  and  acquired  his  education  in  a  log 
school  house  df  the  neighborhood.  Al- 
though his  schocil  ])rivilcges  were  limited,  his 
training  at  farm  lalmr  was  not  meager,  for 
he  early  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
best  methods  of  improving  the  land  and  cul- 
tivating the  fields.  He  assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  until  the  commencement 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  had  l)een  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  which  led  to  that  strug- 
gle and  resolved  that  if  the  south  attempted 
to  secede  he  would  strike  a  blow  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  Accordingly,  at  President 
Lincoln's  first  call  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  he  offered  his  services  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  was  assigned  to  Coiupany  B, 


of  the  Si.xty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  under 
Captain  J.  X.  Rodman  and  Colonel  Roger 
Martin.  He  served  for  three  years,  winning 
a  very  cYeditable  record  and  participating 
in  thirteen  battles  from  Chattanooga  to  At- 
lanta and  on  to  the  sea.  He  was  under  the 
command  of  (leneral  John  .\.  Logan  and 
General  Sherman,  participating  in  the 
Georgia  campaign  ard  in  the  campaign  in 
the  Carolinas,  proceeding  to  Richmond  and 
afterward  to  Washington,  where  he  took 
part  in  the  grand  review,  the  most  celebrated 
mihtarv  pageant  ever  seen  on  the  western 
hemisphere,  wave  after  wave  of  bayonet- 
crested  blue  rolling  by  the  stand  on  which 
stood  the  president  watching  the  return  of 
the  victorious  host.  He  received  an  honor- 
able dischars'C  in  Indianaiiolis.  Indiana,  and 
then  returned  to  his  home  to  resume  again 
the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

!\lr.  McEIrov  was  connected  with  agri- 
cuhural  pursuits  in  Indiana  until  September, 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Missouri,  and  here 
he  purchased  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land.  He  has  since  sold  a  part  of  this, 
retaining  possession  of  three  hundred  acres, 
which  constitutes  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Lincoln  township.  He  has  here  a  good  resi- 
dence, which  stands  on  an  eminence  and 
commands  an  excellent  view  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  .\n  orchard  yields  its  fruits  in 
season  and  the  fields  bring  to  him  a  good 
return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows 
ujxjn  them.  The  buildings  and  fences  are 
kept  in  good  repair  and  the  farm  is  as  a 
monument  to  the  enterjirise,  skill  and  busi- 
ness ability  of  the  owner. 

.\s  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  I\Ir.  McElroy  chose  Mi.ss  Nancy 
Gilstrap,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
Washington  county.  Indiana,  when  he  was 
twentv-two  vears  of  age.    The  lad\-  was  born 
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and  reared  in  tliat  county,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Abagail  (Colclazier)  Gilstrap,  of 
North  Carolina.  Both  of  lier  parents  died 
in  Washington  count)',  Indiana.  Mrs.  AIc- 
Elroy  has  indeed  been  a  vakied  companion 
and  helpmate  to  her  husband  and  by  her  mar- 
riage she  has  become  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living: 
John  P.,  who  married  Lizzie  Kern  and  has 
three  children, — John  K.,  jMaud  and  Loah ; 
Polly  A.,  the  wife  of  R.  M.  Vanvalkinberg, 
of  Nodaway  county,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children, — Eva  and  Nellie;  and  George  E., 
who  is  living-  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
last  mentioned  married  Miss  Melissa  Lutz 
and  they  have  one  son.  John.  The  (jther 
member  of  the  famil_\-  was  Nancy  Jane,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  McMillan,  of 
Lincoln  township,  and  had  three  children, — 
Bert,  O.  P.  and  Cora. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  McElroy 
is  a  stalwart  Republican,  unswerving  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  party  and  its  principles. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Christian 
church.  t()  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and 
is  a  member  of  Blanchard  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
Although  he  is  now  seventy-two  3'ears  of 
age,  he  is  still  activeh'  interested  in  all  the 
(piestions  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try and  is  yet  conducting  his  own  business., 
His  active  labors  have  brought  to  him  a 
very  desirable  competence  and  he  is  now 
numbered  among  the  substantial  residents  of 
I'lis  county.  He  is  to-day  as  loyal  and  true 
to  his  duties  of  citizenship  as  when  he  fol- 
lowed the  stars  and  stripes  upon  the  battle- 
fields of  the  south. 


MALCOLM  McKILLOP. 
Malcolm  McKillop,  now  fleceased,  was  an 
able  lawyer,   honored   citizen   and   cultured 
gentleman  residing  in  Rockport,  and  was  a 


man  among  men,  prominent  in  the  business 
and  public  affairs  of  Atchison  county  for 
more  than  thirtv  years.  So  conspicuous  was 
his  service  as  a  private  citizen  and  a  public 
officer  that  a  history  of  this  locality  would 
be  incomplete  without  mention  of  him.  He 
was  of  foreign  birth,  being  a  subject  of  the 
English  crown.  His  birth  occurred  in  In- 
verness, Megantic  county,  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  April  17,  1837.  His  par- 
ents, Donald  and  Flora  (McEchran)  Mc- 
Killop, were  Scotch  people  who  emigrated 
to  America  about  the  year  1830,  the  father 
following  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  his 
ycuth  the  subject  of  this  review  enjoyed  the 
vigorous^  life  of  free  air  and  the  liberty  of 
the  country,  and  his  first  years  in  school 
were  spent  in  such  institutions  as  the  gov- 
ernment provided  for  Canadian  citizens  at 
that  time.  He  was  ambitious,  however,  to 
secure  a  higher  education  and  his  ambition 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  satisfied  until  he 
was  graduated  in-  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, with  the  class  of  1861.  He  passed 
many  m(5nlhs  in  the  schoolroom  in  teaching 
and  study  while  preparing  for  college  and 
while  pursuing  his  collegiate  course,  and  thus 
served  the  double  purpose  of  establishing 
self-confidence  and  of  securing  hin-i  a  fund 
with  which  to  defray  his  pulilic  expenses. 
and  as  a  teacher  he  firmly  fixeil  the  knowl- 
edge that  he  had  already  accpiired  by  im- 
parting it  to  others. 

During  the  first  year  after  his  gradua- 
tion Mr.  McKillop  was  principal  of  the  Alor- 
risville  Academy  at  Morrisville,  \'ern-iont. 
but  in  1863  he  left  that  position  in  order  to 
accept  a  similar  situation  in  the  Sandwich 
grammar  schools  at  \\'in<lsor,  Canada  W'^st. 
While  teaching  in  the  foregoing  institution 
he  was  also  preparing  himself  for  the  pro- 
fession of  law  by  a  systematic  course   of 
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reading,  witli  a  view  of  an  early  admission 
to  the  bar.  He  passed  his  legal  examination 
in  ^^'indsor,  in  1865,  and  was  then  admitted 
to  practice.  The  same  year  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Dixon.  Lee  coniv 
tv,  Illinois,  where  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  judge  P.  Gnixlwin.  serving  as  clerk  and 
also  continuing  his  studies  under  the  direc- 
tion of  that  juri.st.  He  applied  himself  dil- 
igently for  a  year  to  the  mastery  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  jurisprudence,  and  in  February, 
1866,  was  admitted  to  the  Illinois  bar  by 
the  supreme  court  of  that  state.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  west  furnishe.l  better  oppor- 
tunities to  young  men  entering  the  profes- 
sion, and  he  accordingly  came  to  Missouri, 
locating  in  Rockport,  in  April,  1867.  His 
qualifications  for  practice  were  of  a  high  or- 
der. His  training  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  law  and  of  human  nature  enabled  him 
to  determine  the  motives  and  meet  the  cun- 
ning and  thwart  the  strategy  of  opposing 
counsel,  and  witb  the  able  exiwsition  of  the 
merits  of  his  cause  he  readily  rose  to  prom- 
inence and  gained  a  leading  place  at  the  bar 
of  Atchison  county.  He  had  the  strongest 
regard  for  the  ethical  and  professional  code, 
\vas  courteous  in  his  treatment  of  court  and 
counsel  and  fair  to  witnesses.  On  many  an 
occasion  his  superior  learning  and  ready  re- 
partee, which  never  failed  him,  won  him 
honors. 

In  public  life  Mr.  AlcKilloi)  was  also 
distinguished.  Althcnigh  he  was  a  member 
of  the  minority  party  in  politics,  such  was 
the  confidence  of  the  ])ublic  in  his  integrity 
and  abilitv  that  his  nomination  meant  his 
election.  .\  leading  citizen  of  l\ock])ort  said 
of  him,  "lie  was  the  best  county  surveyor 
Ave  have  had.  As  county  school  commis- 
sioner we  have  not  had  his  superior,  and  as 
mayor  of  Rockport  he  was  so  valuable  that 


for  many  years  he  was  burdened  with  the 
office  against  his  own  inclinations.  He  was 
elected  state  senator  from  the  first  district, 
an|d  the  senate  never  had  a  more  valuable 
member.  He  went  to  the  memorable  constitu- 
tional convention  of  1875  as  a  Republican 
and  proved,  although  the  body  was  Demo- 
cratic, to  be  one  of  its  valuable  members. 
He  never  permitted  his  politics  nor  his  re- 
ligion to  interfere  with  the  performance  of 
duty  nor  to  mar  the  harmony  of  his  inter- 
course among  men." 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1868,  in 
Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  Mr.  ]\IcKillop 
Vvedded  Miss  Carrie  L.  Thurber,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  daughters  and  two  sons. 
The  wife  and  daughters  are  still  living.  In 
fraternal  circles  Mr.  IMcKillop  was  widely 
known  and  enjoyed  the  high  regard  of  his 
brethren.  He  was  made  a  ^la.son  in  Mor- 
risville,  Vermont,  and  afterward  took  the 
degrees  of  the  chapter,  council  and  coni- 
manclerv.  He  was  ever  a  close  student  of 
Masonry,  thoroughly  understanding  its  un- 
derlying principles  and  became  an  earnest 
v.orker  and  distinguished  representative  of 
the  Masonic  Iwdy  with  which  he  was  identi- 
fied. He  held  the  position  of  district  deputy 
grand  lecturer  of  the  fifteenth  Masonic  dis- 
trict for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  theAncient  Orderof  United 
Workmen,  was  honored  with  high  jKisitions 
in  that  organization,  including  that  of  grand 
commander  for  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
in  1881,  at  St.  Joseph,  he  was  elected  grand 
commander  for  Missouri  and  Kansas,  while 
in  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  chosen 
vice  supreme  commander  of  the  supreme 
legion  at  Chicago.  He  died  September  8, 
1899,  and  thus  there  ])assed  from  life  one 
who  had  long  been  an  important  factor  in 
professional,  political  and  social  interests  in 
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Atcliison  count_v.  He  left  his  impress  for 
good  upon  public  achancement  and  was  a 
leading  promoter  of  the  material  progress 
of  his  section  of  the  state.  He  had  many 
f|ualities  which  endeared  him  to  his  fellow 
men,  commanded  their  respect  and  awakened 
their  admiration,  and  his  life  record  formed 
«in  integral  part  in  the  history  of  his  com- 
munity. 


JAMES  A.  WILFA'. 

\\'ell  known  in  agricultural,  political  and 
church  circles.  James  A.  Wiley  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading,  influential  and  yalued 
residents  of  Xodaway  county.  He  has  a 
very  wide  acquaintance  and  his  history  can- 
not fail  to  proye  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers.  He  was  born  in  Noble  county. 
Ohio,  October  7,  1838.  His  father,  Jacob 
Wiley,  was  also  born  in  the  Buckeye  state 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  wedded 
Miss  Mary  \\'oodford,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut. They  located  upon  an  Ohio  farm,  where 
their  son  James  spent  his  boyhood  and 
A'outh.  working  in  the  fields  fmm  the  time  of 
early  spring  planting  until  the  crojjs  were 
har\'ested  in  the  autumn.  He  als'o  attended 
the  common  schools  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  \\'arren 
county,  Iowa,  the  family  removing  to  the 
latter  state.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war, 
aroused  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  offered 
his  seryices  to  the  goyernment,  enlisting  as 
a  member  of  Company  H,  Thirty-fourth 
Iowa  Infantr}-.  He  participated  in  Sher- 
man's raid  on  Vicksburg  and  in  the  battle 
of  Arkansas  Post,  together  witli  many  en- 
gagements of  lesser  importance.  He  was  al- 
ways found  at  his  duty,  whether  upon  the 
picket  line  or  the  fire  line.  When  the  war 
^vas  over  he  receiyed  an  honorable  discharee 


and   with  a  creditable    military  record    re- 
turned to  his  home. 

In  1868  he  remoyed  from  Warren  coun- 
ty. Iowa,  to  Missouri,  becoming  a  resident  of 
Xodaway  county  in  October  of  that  year. 
Throughout  his  residence  here  he  has  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  and  to-da\-  is 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  yaluable  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
ur.der  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  well 
tilled  fields  give  promise  of  bounteous  har- 
yests  and  there  is  also  a  gdod  bearing 
orchard.  The  residence,  barns  and  other 
necessary  outbuildings  are  kept  in  repair  and 
the  place  indicates  the  superyision  of  an 
owner  wlni  is  diligent  and  energetic.  In  the 
pastures  are  found  good  grades  of  stock  and 
the  sale  of  his  cattle  and  hogs  materially  in- 
crease his  income. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  October.  1857.  Mr.  \\'i!ey 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  L.  J.  Allen, 
a  daughter  of  \Villiam  Allen,  a  native  of 
Harrison  county,  Missouri.  Unto  them  ha\e 
been  born  eight  children:  William  F..  born 
August  18.  1858,  married  Jessie  Camren, 
and  has  now  one  son  and  two  daughters ; 
]Mary  M.,  born  July  .20,  i860,  is  the  wife  of 
T.  J.  Rezenor,  by  whom  she  has  three  sons 
and  three  daughters;  And'rew  J.,  born  April 
18.  1864,  married  Mattie  Ingalls,  and  they 
have  one  son,  and  have  lost  one  child  ;  Lorin- 
da  A.,  born  May  21,  1866.  is  the  wife  of  B. 
T.  Wray.  and  has  six  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters; Edward  J.,  iDorn  November  14.  1867, 
married  Dora  Lazenhy.  and  has  two  sons; 
Arthur  A.,  born  July  i.  1S71,  married  Laura 
Xull,  and  has  two  daughters;  Jacnb  W., 
liDrn  June  30.  1874.  is  with  his  parents;  and 
Luella,  born  October  30,  187(1,  is  the 
wife  of  William  P.  Scott.  Mrs.  Wiley's 
grandparents  were  \\  illiam  and  Rachel 
Allen,  and  her  great-gran<l father  Allen  was  a 
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soldier  who  was  killed  In-  the  Indians  in  the 
war  of  1 812. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential,  vote 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  Mr.  Wiley  has  been 
an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. He  is  a  bi-metalist  and  believes  in  the 
remonetization  of  silver.  He  has  long  been 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  local  political  ranks 
and  has  filled  the  oflices  of  road  overseer 
and  school  director.  His  ancestors  were  all 
members  of  the  Methexlist  Episcopal  church 
and  he  and  his  family  are  all  identified  there- 
with, taking  a  very  active  jiart  in  its  work 
and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its 
upbuilding  and  success.  High  principles  of 
life  permeate  them  in  their  relations  to  their 
fellow  men.  in  business  and  social  life,  and 
the  name  of  Wiley  is  synonymous  with  hon- 
est effort  in  Xodawav  count v- 


PHILLIP  YATES. 

Phillip  Yates,  a  \eteran  of  the  Ci\-il  war, 
is  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricul- 
tural class  of  citizens  of  Lincoln  township, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He  comes  of 
a  family  of  patriotic  instincts,  his  grand- 
father, George  Fox,  ha\ing  served  in  the 
British  army  several  years,  was  taken  pris- 
oner with  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga  and  held  a 
prisoner  U>  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

2\Ir.  ^'ates  was  burn  in  .Staffi>rilsliire, 
England,  December  20,  iHjj.  and  is  a  son  of 
Jarvis  and  Sarah  C.  (  I'nx  )  \'ates.  His  par- 
ents came  to  Canail;i  in  11^45.  and  located 
in  Burford,  lirock  district,  now  Brant  coun- 
ty, tile  district  being  named  after  General 
Binick.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
ty-fi\e  years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy,  lie  was  a  farmer  liy  occupati<in. 
Religiously,  they    were    ICpiscnimlians,    be- 


longing to  the  church  of  England.  They 
had  six  children,  as  follows:  William,  of 
Canada;  John,  who  Ii\es  in  Chicago;  Phil- 
lip ;  Elizabeth ;  Huntsman,  of  Canada ; 
James,  deceased;  and  George,  of  Xorwich, 
Oxford  county.  Canada. 

Phillip  Yates  went  to  Portage  comity, 
Wisconsin,  when  it  was  a  new  and  undevel- 
oped country,  in  the  year  1855,  and  ac(|uired 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  He 
became  a  soldier  in  the  Cnion  army  during 
the  Ci\il  war.  enlisting  in  Company  E.  Eight- 
eenth Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, in  1863.  He  immediately  went  to  the 
front  and  saw  actix'e  service.  He  was  under 
fire  at  Hunts\ille.  Alaliama.  at  Paint  Rock 
on  the  Tennessee  ri\er.  under  Colonel  Jack- 
son, and  in  many  skirmishes  along  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  He  was  at  Kingston  and  Al- 
toona,  Georgia,  and  at  the  latter  place  was 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  within  the 
rebel  prison  at  .\ndersonville  and  at  Milieu, 
Georgia,  and  on  account  of  sickness  obtained 
his  parole  and  was  afterward  exchanged. 
He  was  sent  to  St.  John's  Hospital  at  Annap- 
olis, JMaryiand,  where  he  remained  for  two 
months.  He  was  granted  a  furlough  and 
returned  home  to  Portage  county,  and  thence 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  His  old  regiment  went 
with  General  Sherman  on  the  famous  march 
t'j  the  sea.  througli  ( Icoi'gia  and  the  Caro- 
linas  to  Ricliniond,  and  were  present  at  the 
grand  review  at  Washington  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  In  i8r)6.  Mr.  ^'ates  nio\-ed  to 
Jackson  count}'.  Minnesota,  where  he  took 
a  homestead  on  the  Dcs  Moines  ri\er  and 
livetl  until  187 1,  when  he  moved  to  Page 
county.  Iowa.  He  bought  a  farm  there  but 
later  sold  and  ])urchased  his  present  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  in  Lin- 
coln township,  Xodawa\'  county,  Missouri. 
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His  place  is  well  equipped  with  all  the  neces- 
saries for  successfully  carrying  on  farming, 
and  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarilx'  suc- 
cessful. He  has  two  comfortable  houses, 
good  barns  antl  ontlniildings  and  his  ])lace  is 
well-stocked. 

Mr.  Yates  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  E.  Orr,  who  was  born  near  Montreal, 
Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Margaret  (Frazer)  Orr.  They  had  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  .\llen  Searcy,  of  Page 
county,  Iowa;  and  W.  Jarvis  and  George 
Edward,  who  live  on  the  home  farm.  Those 
deceased  are:  William  James,  Elizabeth, 
Sophia  Emily,  anil  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Religiously  he  was  reared  in  the  church  of 
England,  but  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  member 
of  Blanchard  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  260,  and 
served  as  commander  for  a  time.  Political- 
ly, he  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Yates  is  a  man 
of  intelligence  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
the  development  and  welfare  of  his  county. 


ROBERT  TODD. 

Robert  Todd,  a  successful  and  well  known 
farmer  living  in  Grant  township,  Noda- 
way county,  Missouri,  has  for  many  }-ears 
been  one  of  the  public-spirited  men  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Dearborn  county, 
Indiana,  April  18,  1838,  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Janett  (Mackey)  Todd,  both  natives  of 
Ireland. 

James  Todd,  our  subject's  paternaK 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  coming 
to  America  in  1829,  when  he  settled  in  Dear- 
born county,  buying  a  farm  on  which  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  His 
chill iren  were  as  follows  :  Samuel :  Nathaniel, 


the  father  of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch; 
James;  John:  Robert;  Thomas;  Mariah ; 
Hugh;  and  Ann,  who  died  in  infancy.  Na- 
thaniel Todd  grew  to  manhood  in  Ireland, 
where  he  married  Janett  Mackey,  and  came 
to  America  in  1S29.  settling  in  Dearborn, 
county,  where  lie  bought  land  and  began 
farming  and  raising  stock.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  Mackey.  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and'  an  old  settler  of  Dearborn  coun- 
ty. He  was  a  farmer  liy  occujiatiiin.  His 
children  were  :  Janett.  the  muthtr  of  our  sub- 
ject; Rose,  the  wife  of  R.  Sims;  James,  An- 
drew, William  and  Allen.  The  family  were 
attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Na- 
thaniel Todd  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  namely :  Rose  A. ;  Eliza- 
beth; Isabel,  who  is  Mrs.  McKinstry;  Jane, 
deceased;  Robert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Thomas;  Nathaniel,  of  Homestead,  Indiana; 
James  and  John,  of  Vernon  county,  ]\Iis- 
souri ;  Ellen;  and  George  and  Frank,  of  In- 
diana. Mr.  Todd  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 
Robert  Todd,  whose  name  heads  thi:;. 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Indiana. 
He  remained  there  until  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K.  Sixty-eighth  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  King,  and  later 
Colonel  Espa.  [Sir.  Todd  saw  some  hard 
service,  and  was  captured  at  Mnnfordville, 
Kentucky,  but  after  three  da_\-s  was  paroled 
and  returned  home.  In  December  he  was 
exchanged  and  joined  the  command  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  continuing  in  that  command  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Pie  was  at  Chattanooga 
when  Lee  surendered,  after  which  the  regi- 
ment went  to  Indianapolis,  where  the  mem- 
bers were  honorably  dischan^ed  and  re- 
ceived their  pay.      Mr.   Todd  then  returned 
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home  and  resumed  his  farming.  In  1870 
he  moved  to  ^lissouri,  where  he  bought 
one  hun(h-ed  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
lias  since  added  eighty  acres  more,  all  of 
\\liich  is  in  the  \'alley.  and  is  splendid  land 
fur  farming.  He  has  been  a  very  successful 
farmer,  and  is  ime  of  the  best  Inisiness  men 
in  the  count}'.  His  home  is  but  two  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  town  of  Chiilfnrd.  where 
he  is  well  knriwn  and  is  one  of  the  progres- 
si\e  citizens  of  the  place.  He  is  a  firm  Dem- 
ocrat but  has  nex^er  cared  to  hold  ofiice. 

Mr.  Todd  married  Jane  Beggs,  who  wa.s 
born  in  Indiana,  in  1844.  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizal)eth  (Houston)  Beggs.  of  Ire- 
land. John  Beggs  was  a  farmer,  who  came 
to  this  country  early  in  life.  His  children 
were:  Mary,  who  married  M.  Whitford; 
Elizabeth,  Agnes,  Margaret,  Robert,  Will- 
iam. George,  Thomas  and  Jane,  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely: 
Francis  X.,  at  home;  and  John  E.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  ]\Iethodist  church,  of  which 
Mrs.  Todd  is  a  member. 


GEORGE  B.  :\lILI.IOX. 

The  family  of  Milliun  (jf  which  George 
B.  Million,  of  Rockport,  Atchi.son  cnuntv. 
Missouri,  is  a  representative,  is  not  a  num- 
erous one  in  the  United  States.  It  is  of 
English  origin  and  is  more  largeK'  in  e\'i- 
dcuce  in  the  south  than  in  the  nnrth.  The 
men  of  the  fanu'Iy  are  fur  the  most  jiart 
strong  and  aciiv'c.  intelligent,  patriotic  and 
j)ublic-spirite(l,  and  the  name  w  hcrexcr  it  is 
known  has  come  to  stand  for  courage,  hon- 
esty and  industry.  Wherever  they  have  lived 
men  of  this  name  iiave  been  leaders  among 
their  fellows,  advisers  in  matters  of  impor- 
tance and  public  functionaries  whcj  have  had 


the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens in  an  eminent  degree.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  lived  up  to  the  prestige  of  the 
name,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he  was 
given  a  j^lace  of  prominence  on  the  fusion 
ticket  in  Atchison  county,  in  1900,  and  was 
able  to  lead  Democrats  and  Populists  to 
\-ictory  at  the  polls. 

George  B.  Million,  who  was  elected  sher- 
iff of  Atchison  county,  Missouri.  November 
6.  1900,  was  born  near  Quitman.  X^odaway 
county,  this  state,  December  2,  1864,  while 
that  part  of  the  country  was  still  in  the  throes 
of  the  Civil  war,  a  son  of  John  Alillion.  who 
was  a  pioneer  on  the  Platte  purchase  in  Mis- 
souri and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
early  settlers  in  Xodaway  county.  John  Mill- 
ion was  born  in  Tennessee,  of  a  family 
which  had  been  settled  there  for  many  gen- 
erations, and  married  Alice  Bayless,  of  an- 
other old  Tennessee  family.  From  Greene, 
his  native  county  in  Tennessee,  he  removed 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  from 
X'odaway  county  in  1865  he  removed  to 
Atchison  county  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Watson,  which  he  operated  successfully  until 
his  death  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  high  character  and 
was  prominent  in  his  community  as  a  Demo- 
crat, and  as  a  citizen  and  was  deeply  regret- 
ted bv  all  who  had  known  him.  His  wife 
died  in  jSSX.  in  this  county,  at  the  age  of 
sc\ent\-  years,  and  is  remembered  as  a  wo- 
man of  man\'  \irlucs  who  was  a  good  wife 
and  mother  and  charitable  neighbor.  They 
had  nine  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Sheriff  Million  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  educated  in  public  schools  near 
liis  boyhood  home.  He  has  made  farming 
his  life  work  and  owns  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  Rockport. 
Since  his  vouth  he  has  been   interested  in 
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politics,  viewing  all  national  questions  from 
a  Democratic  standpoint.  His  personal 
popularity  was  so  great  that  both  Demo- 
crats and  fusionists  acknowledged  him  as  a 
leader  in  the  local  field  in  1900,  and  he  was 
placed  in  nomination  for  the  high  executive 
office  of  sheriff  and  triumphantly  elected; 
and  even  those  who  opposed  him  at  the  polls 
rejoice  that  this  responsible  office  is  so  ably 
filled. 

In  1898  ^Ir.  ^lillion  was  marrietl  to  ^liss 
Louise  Al.  Depke,  a  daughter  of  F.  Depke, 
of  Shenandoah,  Page  county,  Iowa,  a  wo- 
man of  education  and  many  winning  quali- 
ties, who  has  been  to  him  an  admirable 
partner  in  life  and  who  has  Ixirne  him  one 
son.  F.  H.  Million.  .Mr.  Million,  whose 
parents  were  Baptists,  was  reared  in  the 
Baptist  faith,  but  has  been  generous  in  sup- 
port of  religious  worship  without  (piestion 
as  to  denomination.  Of  conspicuous  public 
spirit,  he  has  always  been  one  of  the  fore- 
most in  advancing  the  cause  of  education 
and  in  advocating  and  assisting  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  ability  all  measures  which  in  his 
good  judgment  have  tended  to  the  public 
good. 


EVERETT  L.  ^lORGAX,  M.  D. 

Among  those  who  devote  their  time  and 
energies  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  are 
meeting  with  excellent  success  in  their 
chosen  profession  is  Dr.  Morgan,  a  [jromi- 
nent  physician  of  Graham,  Nodaway  county. 
He  was  born  near  that  town,  October  4, 
iSr>7,  and  belongs  to  a  family  of  Welsh 
origin  which  was  founded  in  this  country 
iri  colonial  days.  Among  -bis  ancestors 
were  some  who  served  iir  both  the  Revo- 
hitionary  war  and  the  war  of  1812. 

John  B.  Morgan,  the  Doctor's  grand fa- 


th.er.  was  born  in  Kentucky.  September  20, 
1 79 1,  antl  in  that  state  married  Elizabeth 
McDonald,  who  was  born  there  August  17, 
1796,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  No- 
vember 7,  1820.  In  early  life  he  followed 
the  brick  and  stone  mason's  trade,  but  aft- 
er connng  to  Missouri,  in  1841.  entered 
land  four  miles  southwest  of  ]\Iaryville, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
finally  sold  his  farm  and  spent  his  last  days 
at  Graham  in  retirement  from  active  labor. 
There  he  died  September  2,  1865,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  September  5,  1866.  They 
had  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Shelby  county,  Indiana,  namely :  John  Mc, 
born  September  8,  1821,  died  June  2y,  1842; 
Amaziah,  born  July  9.  1823,  was  killed  by 
lightning,  April  1 1,  1863,  leaving  a  wife  and 
two  children;  Adonijah,  born  July  9,  1825, 
died  unmarried  December  31,  1891;  Mar- 
garet J.,  born  January  5,  1827,  and  died  De-  . 
cember  18,  1890,  was  the  wife  of  N.  Swaren- 
gin ;  Effa,  born  February  1 1,  1829,  died  June 
5.  1829;  Lewis,  born  March  11,  1830,  w^as  a 
retired  farmer  of  Graham,  where  he  died  No- 
vember 17,  1899:  Catherine  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1831,  is  the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Jen- 
kins; James  \\'.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  next  in  order  of  birth;  William  \\'., 
born  September  19,  1836, 'followed  farming 
and  died  August  28,  1890;  Paulina,  born  No- 
vember 5,  183^,  is  unmarried;  and  Ruth  A., 
born  January  3,  1841.  married  James  Deck- 
er and  both  are  now  deceased,  her  death  oc- 
curring March  I,  1900. 

Dr.  James  W.  Morgan,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Shelby  county.  Indiana, 
March  12,  1834,  and  was  seven  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
He  was  married  August  3,  1856,  to  ]\Iiss 
Laura  F.  Scott,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
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Hulda  Scott,  the  former  a  cousin  of  General 
\\'infield  Scott.  She  was  born  September 
30,  1835.  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
n^other  of  the  following  children :  Arthur 
McDonald,  born  May  14.  1857.  died  on  the 
2d  of  October  of  the  same  year ;  Roberta 
Austin,  born  February  12.  1862,  died  on  the 
25tli  of  the  same  month :  and  Laura  F.,  born 
February  16,  1864,  died  on  the  31st  of  July 
of  that  year.  When  a  young  man  Dr.  James 
W.  Morgan  read  medicine  with  Drs.  J.  V. 
A.  \\'oods  and  B.  G.  Ford,  of  Maryville. 
for  his  preceptors,  for  about  four  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  practice  in  Graham  until 
driven  away  by  tlie  Confederates  during  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  went  to  Dodley's.  He 
was  then  a  member  of  the  home  guards  until 
the  pro\'isional  government  of  ^Missouri  was 
formed,  and  in  September.  1861,  at  the  call 
of  Governor  Gamble  for  troops,  he  enlisted 
for  six  nidnlhs.  lieing  cnniniissiimed  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  H.  Kimble's  regi- 
ment. In  Xovember  he  was  detached  from 
the  company  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Hax  House  hospital,  where  he  remained  un- 
til discharged.  In  March.  1862.  he  enlisted 
in  what  was  known  as  tlie  Fourth  Cavalry 
Regiment  of  Missouri  State  X'olunteer  Mili- 
tia. United  States  Army,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  George  II.  I!;ill.  .\t  that  time 
no  vokuiteers  had  been  called  for.  but 
through  his  solicitation  jiermrssion  was  given 
Governor  Gamble  to  raise  ten  regiments  of 
cavalry  for  scouting  purposes,  which  did 
duty  in  Missouri,  .\rkansas,  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. 

The  Doctor  was  elected  and  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  said 
regiment.  May  14,  1862,  and  was  on  duty  at 
St.  Joseph  for  a  time.  Later  he  was  again 
detached  and  placed  in  command  of  the  pro- 
vost guard,  with  which  he  was  connected  un- 


til sent  home  on  sick  leave  for  an  indefinite 
time.  He  reformed  the  command  at  Marsh- 
field,  Missouri,  in  July,  1862,  and  was  placed 
on  detached  duty  as  assistant  provost  mar- 
shal of  the  southwestern  district  of  the  state 
by  Brigadier  General  E.  B.  Brown.  During 
existing  orders  he  was  permanently  dixurced 
from  his  company,  as  such  officers  became 
staff  officers  of  the  commander  general.  It 
was  his  duty  to  organize  the  state  militia  into 
companies  and  try  and  dispose  of  Confeder- 
ate sympathizers  by  requiring  them  u  >  take 
oath  of  loyalty  and  gi\e  bonds  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined.  Dr. 
Morgan  deemed  it  necessary  in  e\ery  case 
when  other  punishment  was  not  indicated 
for  them  to  give  bonds  from  five  hundred  to 
ten  thousand  dollars.  His  wife  and  little 
daughter  joined  him  there  and  remained  with 
him  until  illness  compelled  him  to  resign. 
On  December  15,  1862,  he  was  ordered 
to  report  to  Colonel  Mills,  of  Springfield, 
Missouri,  where  he  was  i)laced  in  charge  of 
the  exchange  de])artment.  preparing  rolls  for 
prisoners  subject  tci  exchange  as  prisoners 
of  war,  and  the  trial  and  disposition  of  citi- 
zen prisoners,  who  had  committed  only  small 
offenses.  He  faithfully  discharged  any  duly 
required  of  him.  He  was  placed  in  charge  of 
a  district,  including  southwestern  ISIissouri, 
northeastern  Kansas  and  northwestern  .\r- 
kansas  and  Indian  Territory  to  examine  the 
vouchers  and  order  j)avment  tn  lnval  citi- 
zens. The  Doctor  ])articipated  in  the  last 
battle  at  Springfield.  January  8.  1863.  as  aid 
to  General  Brown :  was  active  in  all  duties 
imposed  upon  him  and  was  a  proficient  of^ 
ficer. 

The  last  of  August.  1863,  he  reported  to 
General  Thomas  Ewing,  of  Kansas  City, 
and  was  again  jilaced  on  detaciiecl  duty  as 
judge  aihricate  of  military  commissions.    In 
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September  he  offered  his  resignation  on  a 
surgeon's  certificate,  wiiich  was  accepted  and 
in  December  of  the  same  year  he  returned 
to  Graham  taking  up  his  abode  in  tlie  house 
from  which  lie  had  been  forced  t(_)  flee  two 
years  and  a  half  previously.  He  forwarded 
his  certificate  and  in  April,  1864,  was  com- 
missioned assistant  surgeon  of  the  Foity- 
third  Regiment  of  Colored  Troops,  and  or- 
dered for  duty  to  Camp  William  Penn,  near 
Philadelphia.  At  that  time,  however,  his 
wife  was  suffering  from  quick  consumption, 
and  on  the  12th  of  May,  1864.  died,  leaving 
two  little  daughters.  This  caused  him  to  de- 
cline his  commission  and  end  his  military  ca- 
reer, the  remainder  of  his  life  lieing  devoted 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Graham, 
where  he  died  April  13,  1886.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  that  place 
from  1873  to  1876,  ami  was  an  associate 
editor  of  the  Nodaway  \'alley  Spy  and  the 
Graham  Headlight.  In  1868.  when  the 
Democrats  talked  of  resisting  the  disfran- 
chising clause  of  the  constitution,  he  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  T.  C.  Fletcher  as 
captain  of  Morgan's  Nodaway  County 
Guards.  For  many  years  he  was  a  consistent 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  in  his  death  the  commu- 
nity realized  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  most 
valuable  and  useful  citizens.  Fraternally  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge  and  en- 
campment, and  was  a  member  of  the  grand 
Jodge  and  grand  encampment  of  Missouri. 
Near  Burlington  Junction,  this  county, 
Dr.  Morgan  was  again  married.  January 
19,  1865,  to  Miss  Sophia  F.  Bradford,  who 
was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  October 
17,  1845,  and  is  still  living.  Her  parents, 
James  R.  and   Civiller  F.   Bradford,  were 


also  natives  of  Ohio  and  Methodists  in  relig- 
ious belief.  Her  father  is  still  a  prominent 
man  of  Holt  county,  Missouri,  where  he  has 
served  as  township  trustee  and  county  judge. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  children 
are  Sophia  F.,  Sarah  E.,  Julia  A.,  J.  E., 
James  B.  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Morgan's  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Thomas  Bradford,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  nld  colonial  governor  of 
Massachusetts  w  ho  bore  that  name.  He  was 
born  October  9.  1793,  and  died  December 
9.  1845.  He  married. the  widow  of  James 
Russell  and  daughter  of  Artemus  and  I'ar- 
menter  Russell.  The  six  children  born 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are:  James  W.. 
born  February  8,  1866,  died  October  24, 
1866;  Everett  L..  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Charles  A.  was  born  June  7, 
1870;  Edwin  .\.,  born  February  10,  1873; 
Elsie  F.  was  born  May  9.  1876;  and  James 
Woods  was  born  July  25,  1886. 

Dr.  Everett  L.  Morgan  was  reared  in  his 
native  town  and  educated  in  its  common 
schools.  In  early  life  he  often  accompanied 
his  father  on  \isits  to  hij5  patients,  and  almut 
1890  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  un-" 
der  the  direction  of  Dr.  P.  J.  Barren.  Later 
he  attended  medical  lectures  at  St.  Louis. 
and  was  graduated  at  the  Central  Medical 
College  at  St.  Joseph,  in  March,  1895,  since 
which  time  he  has  engaged  in  practice  in 
Graham.  He  has  met  with  marked  success  in 
his  chosen  profession,  and  has  already  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  large  and  lucr;itive 
practice.  He  is  also  a  registered  druggist. 
Politically  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican,  but 
has  never  asiiired  t(T  office,  and  sociall\'  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  being  camp  physician 
of  the  last  two  orders. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Morgan,  like  his  brother  Ever- 


504 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


ett  L.  Morgan,  accjuired  tlie  greater  part  of 
his  education  in  tlie  public  schools  and  in 
1893  began  the  study  of  dentistry  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Grant,  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, Missouri.  He  was  graduated  in  tlie 
Kansas  City  Dental  College.  March  31, 
1896,  in  the  class  of  1896,  receiving  the  gold 
medal  for  the  best  workmanship  of  the  class. 
After  graduation  he  located  temporarily  in 
his  home  town — Graham,  Missouri — but  on 
the  23d  of  November  of  that  year  went  to 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of*Ross  Brothers,  on  a  salary. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1897.  in  Kansas 
City,  ^lissouri,  Edwin  A.  Morgan  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  E.  Ed- 
wards, who  was  bnrn  in  Adams  county,  Illi- 
nois, Novemlier  20,  1871.  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children.  Her  mother  died 
when  the  daughter  w-as  but  twelve  years  of 
age.  Her  father,  Joseph  Edwards,  however, 
long  survived  her  and  passed  away  January 
5.  1901,  at  Barry,  P'ike  county,  Illinois.  In 
August,  1897,  Dr.  Morgan  resigned  his  po- 
sition with  Ross  Brothers  and  with  his  wife 
removed  to  Pawnee  City.  Xeliraska.  where  he 
had  the  promise  of  a  better  position,  but 
failing  to  make  a  satisfactory  contract,  thev 
returned  to  Graham  on  the'2311  of  August  of 
that  year,  and  Dr.  Morgan  continued  to  prac- 
tice alone,  declining  an  offer  of  a  position 
with  his  previous  employers,  the  Ross 
Brothers,  at  an  advanced  salary.  He  there 
continued  to  practice  until  March  i,  1898, 
when,  through  the  aid  of  his  grandfather, 
James  R.  Bradford,  he  obtained  the  office 
and  location  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Algire,  of  Maitland, 
Holt  county,  Missouri,  two  miles  from  Gra- 
ham. He  removed  there  in  the  early  spring 
and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  sat- 
isfactorv  and  rai)i(lh'  incrcasiuLr  i)ractice. 


BEN'JAMIX  HOX.VKER. 

Benjamin  Honaker,  an  old  soldier  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war  and  a  ])rominent 
farmer  of  Lincoln  township.  Xodawav  coun- 
ty, was  a  member  of  Company  H,  Fourth 
Ohio  Wilunteer  Infantry.  He  entered  the 
army  in  April.  1861,  enlisting  in  Colonel 
Goodman's  regiment,  at  the  call  of  Lincoln 
for  ninety  day  men.  His  company  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Olmstead,  and  he 
saw  active  service  for  four  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  and  a  record  for  bravery  in 
service. 

Mr.  Honaker  was  born  in  Pulaski  coun- 
ty. West  \'irginia.  August  28.  1836.  of 
German  descent  and  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Jane  (Bradshaw)  Honaker.  Jacob  Honaker 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  his  wife  was 
born  in  West  Virginia.  The  former  was  a 
machinist,  gunsmith,  blacksmith  and  coffin- 
maker  and  had  lived  to  be  fifty-fi\e  years 
old.  His  wife  also  died  at  that  age.  They 
had  eight  children,  namely:  James.  Jesse, 
Ben,  Sarah,  Martha,  ^^■illianl.  Xancv  anil 
Jacob.  Je.s.se,  James  and  Ben  were  soldiers, 
the  latter  two  dying  from  wounds  received  in 
liatlle.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  They  were  buried  in  the 
old  Price  cemetery  in  Marion  county,  Ohio. 

Benjamin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
went  with  his  parents  to  Marion  county 
when  he  was  four  years  old,  and  there  he 
was  taught  farming  and  finished  his  school- 
ing. In  1870  he  mined  to  Xodawa_\-  coun- 
ty, Mi.ssouri.  where  he  carried  on  farming, 
and  in  1890  he  bought  the  old  .\mbrose 
Calvin  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  prettiest 
fanus  in  the  county.  On  this  place  are  a 
large  house,  which  was  built  in  1850.  a  line 
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orchard,  good  groves,  pastures  and  fields, 
and  everything"  on  the  premises  is  in  first- 
class  condition.  Mr.  Honaker  is  a  good 
manager  and  thrifty  farmer.  He  has  given 
all  of  his  time  to  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Deceanber  31,  1863,  Mr.  Honaker  mar- 
ried Louisa  Abbott,  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  a  woman  of  intelligence  and  of  good 
fai'nily.  She  was  liorn  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Leah 
(Fowler)  Abbott.  Mr.  Abbott  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  his  wife  was  born  near  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five, his  wife  departing  this  life  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-six.  They  are  buried 
in  Atchison  county,  Missouri.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  John  ;  ]\Iary ;  (jideon,  a  soldier 
in  an  Ohio  regiment,  who  died  in  Union 
county,  Ohio  ;  George :  James ;  Elizabeth ; 
Lydia;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  our  suljject,  and 
Flora.  Mr.  Abbott  was  a  Baptist  and  his 
wife  a  Methodist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Honaker,  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  have  been  blessed  with  eleven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Elliott;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Horn ;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
John  Streets,  a  farmer;  Frederick;  James; 
Vera ;  Claria ;  Houston ;  and  they  lost  three 
children,  namely:  William,  John  and 
Reuben.  They  had  se\-eral  grandchildren, 
as  follows :  Blanche,  Lether,  Otis  (de- 
ceased), George,  Ruth,  Ralph,  Viola,  Bere- 
nice, Edith,  Harley,  Grace  and  Willie.  Mr. 
Honaker  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church. 


MILTOX  HUFF. 

Milton  Huff,  an  ex-soldier  and  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  of  Xodaway 
county,  is  a  native  of  Washington  county, 
Indiana,  and  was  born  March  26,   1843,  ^ 


son  of  Gabriel  and  P^olly  ( \'o}-les )  Ifuff. 
(jabriel  Huff  was  a  \'irginian  by  ])irth.  l)ut 
li\'ed  for  many  years  in  Washington  county, 
Indiana,  where  he 'met  a.nd  married  i'oUy 
Voyles,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Tom  \'oyles, 
of  North  Carolina.  Thirteen  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  the  honor  of  this  union,  \iz'. ; 
Harbin;  Park;  Hiatt;  Dickson;  Mason,  a 
soldier  serving  in  the  Eighteenth  Indiana 
Regiment,  who  died  at  Warsaw  Missouri; 
Milton,  Anthony,  Martin,  Andrew,  Craw- 
ford, George,  William,  Harvey,  Mary  Al- 
vina.  Four  of  the  sons  were  soldiers  :  Hiatt, 
of  the  Thirty-first  Infantry,  Indiana  \'ol- 
unteers,  who  now  lives  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, Indiana;  Dickson,  a  memlier  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Infantry,  Indiana  \'olunteers.  who 
now  li\-es  in  Illinois;  Mason,  who  died  in 
Missouri  several  years  ago;  and  Milton,  the 
si;bject  of  this  sketch,  who  also  belonged  to 
the  Thirty-first  Infantry,  Indiana  Volun- 
teers. The  father  and  mother  died  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Indiana,  after  reaching  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  I^jjitically,  Mr.  Huff 
was  a  Republican. 

Milton  Huff,  the  subject  of  this  personal 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  nati\'e  county,  and  his  prac- 
tical experience  was  gained  on  his  father's 
farm.  In  1863  he  was  enrolled  in  Colonel 
HolwelTs  regiment,  under  Captain  George 
Noble,  of  the  Thirty-first  Infantry,  of  the 
Indiana  Volunteers.  He  was  in  several  minor 
skirmishes,  and  in  the  battle  at  Xasluille, 
Tennessee,  an<l  lieing  taken  sick  in  June, 
1865,  he  was  confined  to  the  hospital  at 
Nash\-ille  for  a  time.  Jul}-  4,  1805,  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge,  after  ha\ing 
made  a  record  for  faithfulness  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Huff  was  married  to  Martha  Bush, 
August  4,  1863.  She  was  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of 
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Xoali  and  Eliza  (  Markland  )  Bush,  natives 
of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  have 
been  the  parent.s  of  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living,  and  are  as  follows:  IMrs. 
Martha  Huff.  Emma,  John.  Vina,  Catherine 
and  James.  Mr.  Bush  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  politically,  was  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Huff  are  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
whose  names  are:  Rosetta  \'an  Fos,son,  Ida 
Bales.  Xoah  Augustus,  George  X.,  Lewis 
A\'alter,  Elmer  Dawson.  Eliza  Hannah 
Sommers.  Carl  Wesley,  John  .\.  and  Mandy 
Pearl, — the  last  two  named  deceased. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  resided  in  In- 
diana until  1878,  when  they  settled  in  Noda- 
way county,  Missouri.  Mr.  Huff  owns  a 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  including 
fields,  pastures,  stock  juts  and  orchard.  The 
place  is  well  improved,  and  there  are  a  large 
house,  barn,  sheds,  cribs,  etc.  Mr.  Huff 
keeps  up  in  all  the  new  improvements  of  the 
day,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
ti\e  and  best  kept  in  the  county.  He  is  a 
well  informed  man,  an  active  citizen,  one 
who  is  in  favor  of  all  improvements  which 
tend  to  advance  the  community.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  Marshall  Post,  No.  162,  of  Elmo.  The 
faniilv  are  memliers  of  the  Methodist  Ej^is- 
copal  church. 

HENRY  T.  PISTOLE. 

This  gentleman  scarcely  needs  an  intro- 
duction to  the  readers  of  the  history  of  Nod- 
away county,  for  he  is  known  far  and  near 
as  the  popular  proprietor  of  Cedar  Grove 
farm,  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties 
in  the  county.  In  all  walks  of  life  there  are 
leading     men     whose     progressive     spirit 


prompts  them  to  take  an  advanced  stand, 
and  such  a  one  is  Henry  T.  Pistole,  who  is 
acc(junted  one  of  tiie  most  prominent  and  in- 
riuential  agriculturists  of  Nodaway  county. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  native  sons  of 
the  county  and  his  career  is  one  which  has 
ever  reflected  credit  upon  the  place  of  his 
birth.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day  October  25,  1855,  on  a  farm  thite 
miles  east  of  Pickering,  his  parents  being 
William  ]M.  and  Amanda  C.  Pistole.  His 
grandparents  were  Thomas  J.  and  Lucinda 
(Long)  Pistole,  the  former  a  native  of  \  ir- 
ginia  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  They 
became  very  early  settlers  of  Nodaway 
county  and  the  name  is  therefore  insepara- 
bly interwoven  with  the  pioneer  history  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  The  grandfather 
died  March  27,  1879.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  farmer  whose  life  was  devoted 
untiringly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  ac- 
quired thereby  a  comfortable  competence  and 
provided  well  for  his  family.  He  died  June 
1,  1891,  but  his  widow  still  sur\ives  him 
and  is  yet  living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Henry  T.  Pistole  spent  his  boyhood  days 
at  his  parental  home  and  has  always  resided 
upon  the  home  farm.  As  soon  as  old  enough 
he  began  to  handle  the  plow  and  has  since 
worked  in  the  fields,  taking  a  just  pride  in 
the  raising  of  excellent  cro])s.  To-da}'  he 
is  the  owner  of  Cedar  Grove  farm,  one  of 
the  most  attractive  country  places  in  Noda- 
way county.  A  beautiful  residence  stands  in 
the  midst  of  the  well-kept  lawn  and  in  the 
rear  are  commodious  barns  and  outbuildings 
for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  The 
latest  improved  machinery  and  all  nnxlern  ac- 
cessories and  conveniences  are  here  found, 
and  the  farm  is  hardly  surp;issed  In-  any  in 
the  entire  state. 

Mr.  Pistole  has  been  twice  married.     On 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


507 


the  3d  of  October,  1878.  he  wedded  Miss 
Belle  Boatwright,  hut  she  died  after  a  feu- 
months,  passing  away  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1879.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1882,  he 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Julia  F.  Dillon,  who  was  burn  in  North 
Carolina  and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  and 
Cvnthia  (Wheeler)  Dillon,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  same  state.  Her  father, 
v.bile  acting  as  a  nurse  in  a  southern  hos- 
pital during  the  Civil  war,  was  taken  ill  and 
died.  In  1863  Mrs.  Pistole  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Indiana  and  in  1880  came 
to  Missouri.  By  her  marriage  nine  children 
Ijave  been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Wallace,  Charles  O.,  .Kva  L.,  \'irgil 
H.,  Floy  C,  Glenn  D.,  Grover  C,  \'elma 
T.  and  Annis  I. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  I'istole  located 
on  a  farm  three  miles  north  (.)f  Pickering, 
where  he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  and  engaged  in  general  farming. 
As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  added  many 
improvements  to  his  place  and  Cedar  Grove 
farm  is  now  ranked  among  the  best  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  In  connection  with  the 
raising  of  grain  and  stock  he  operates  one 
of  the  best  steam  threshers  in  the  county. 
He  has  all  of  the  latest  improved  machinery, 
together  witli  modern  accessories  and  con- 
veniences, and  his  progressive  methods  have 
given  him  an  advanced  position  among  the 
agriculturists  of  the  community.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Pistole  has  been  a  stal- 
wart Democrat  since  having  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  S.  J.  Tilden,  but  has 
never  sought  official  preferment  as  a  -e- 
ward  for  his  party  fidelity.  In  the  Chris- 
tian church  he  takes  an  active  part,  also  in 
Sunday-school  work.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Pickering,  having 
been  identified  with  the  order  since    1879. 


He  is  a  most  popular  citizen,  genial  in  man- 
ner, social  in  disposition  and  kindly  in  tem- 
perament, his  many  excellent  qualities  h.u- 
ing  gained  him  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  he  well  deser\-es  representa- 
tion in  this  volume. 


THOMAS  B.  GILL. 

Among  Nodaway  county's  prominent 
and  successful  farmers  none  are  more  de- 
serving of  mention  in  a  work  of  this  kind 
than  Thomas  B.  Gill,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Spring  Valley  farm  in  Green  township,  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improved  with  good  and  substan- 
tial buildings,  that  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Gill  was  born  near  Junes\-ille,  Ohio, 
November  25,  1844.  a  son  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Ainsley)  Gill,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  near  Leeds,  England, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1838, 
locating  first  in  Ohio  and  later  moving  to 
Monroe,  Wisconsin,  when  our  subject  was 
about  five  years  old.  There  the  parents 
both  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  He  was  a  stone  cutter  and  farmer 
by  occupation,  but  was  living  a  retired  life 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Thomas  B.  Gill  was  about  twenty- four 
years  of  age  when  he  left  the  parental  roof, 
and  on  the  ist  of  January,  1870,  he  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  unbroken  prairie 
land,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention.  Be- 
ing industrious,  enterprising  and  energetic, 
he  soon  prospered,  and  is  to-day  the  owner 
of  a  fine   farm  of  two  hundred   and   forty 
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acres.  In  connection  witli  general  farming 
he  is  engaged  in  feeding  and  shipping  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  sheep  and  handling 
from  thirteen  to  fourteen  hundred  head  per 
year.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
Mr.  Gill  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lydia  M.  Peck,  who  was  Ijorn  near  Free- 
port,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Sidney  and 
Eliza  Peck.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill  lia\e  three 
children,  namely:  Myrtie  E.,  now  the  \vife 
of  L.  Dow  Taylor;  and  Arthur  and  Ar- 
mond,  twins,  at  home  with  their  parents. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  reside,  and  are  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Gill 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  but  is  now  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  creditably 
filled  school  offices  in  his  district. 


PAUL  RICHAKl)  KL'CHS. 

The  successful  career  of  the  above  named 
prominent  citizen  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  is  another  proof  of  the  value  to 
America  of  the  strain  in  our  national  blood 
supplied  by  natives  of  the  "Fatherland." 
Paul  Richard  Kuchs,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  known  as  the  .Maryville  Bottling 
Works,  which  company  is  the  local  agent 
for  the  Pabst  Brewing  Company,  of  ^Mil- 
waukee,  is  one  of  the  progressive  German 
Americans  of  Maryville  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  her  leading  business  men. 

Mr.  Kuchs  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Reichenbach,  Saxony,  Germany,  March  29, 
185 1.  His  father,  Carl  F.  Kuchs,  born  in 
the  same  town,  was  long  the  proprietor  of 
a  brickyard  and  summer  garden.  He 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1869,  and  after  spending  three  years  on  a 
farm    near    Doniphan,    Kansas,    went    to 


Clexeland,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1880. 
He  married  Henrietta  Gerisch,  who  died 
in  :\Iaryville,  in  1897.  Their  children 
are:  Louis,  of  San  Francisco,  California; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  Adam  Enderlein.  of 
Seneca,  Kansas:  Charles  R..  of  Doniphan, 
Kansas;  Paul  Richard,  of  >Liryville,  Mis- 
souri: :\Ia.x,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio;  William, 
of  Cleveland.  Oiiio;  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  John  Iloltzer,  of  Xiobrara,  Nebraska. 

Paul  Richard  Kuchs  was  eighteen  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  and 
others  of  their  family  to  the  L'nited  States. 
He  had  learncHl  the  trade  of  wood-turner 
and  his  first  employment  in  America  w-as 
in  a  chandelier  factory  in  New  York.  From 
that  city  he  soon  came  west  to  Doniphan, 
Kansas,  where  for  a  short  time  he  was  em- 
ployed at  farm  work  until  he  took  up  his 
trade  again  at  .\tchison,  Kansas.  Not  long 
afterward,  however,  he  returned  east  as  far 
as  Cleveland,  and  for  some  five  years  worked 
in  tlie  chair  factory  of  W.  D.  Toiler  iS;  Son, 
of  that  city.  Desiring  to  see  and  know 
more  of  the  far  west,  he  took  a  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  \isited  all  the  larger  cities  of 
that  state,  remaining  on  the  Pacific  coast 
nearl}'  two  years.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
Mississipi)i  valley  he  traveled  for  a  while 
as  salesman  for  Adam  Breimer,  the  famous 
wine-maker  of  Doniphan,  Kansas.  In  1882, 
with  a  capital  approximating  sixteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Peter  Ouast  and  they  rented  the  building 
where  the  ISIaryville  Bottling  A\'orks  now 
stand  and  engaged  in  the  bottling  business. 
The  prosperity  of  the  business  of  Quast  & 
Kuchs  was  a  source  of  gratification,  not  only 
to  its  founders  but  also  to  their  fellow  towns- 
men as  well,  for  in  their  many  years'  resi- 
dence at  ]\laryville  they  made   themselves 
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known  as  men  endowed  with  the  spirit  of 
progress  and  enterprise.  Mr.  Ouast  died 
in  1899  and  the  Marj'ville  Botthng  \\'orks 
was  incorporated,  and  his  heirs  hold  a  por- 
tion of  the  stock  of  the  concern;  and  the 
people  of  the  town  have  come  to  regard  the 
enterprise  so  ably  managed  hy  ]\Ii.  Kuclis 
as  one  of  the  permanent  local  interests. 

]Mr.  Kuchs  has  shown  his  faith  in  Mary- 
ville  as"  a  progressive  city  by  investing  his 
accumulations  here.  His  enterprise  has  im- 
pelled him  to  do  his  share  in  the  building 
up  of  the  town  and  he  owns  five  residences, 
one  of  which  is  his  present  home;  and  he 
also  owns  a  half  interest  in  the  two-story 
brick  building  known  as  the  "New  Oak," 
on  Main  street,  and  two  other  residences 
in  partnership  with  Adulph  Lippman.  He 
is  a  stockholder  of  the  Maryville  National 
Bank  and  in  the  Maryville  Electric  Light 
&  Power  Company. 

In  1883  Mr.  Kuchs  married  Helena 
Kraus,  a  daughter  of  George  Kraus,  well 
known  as  a  restaurant  man  of  Maryville, 
and  has  children  named  -Mbert,  Paul,  Cath- 
erine and  Richard.  He  is  also  a  chapter, 
commander}-  and  shrine  Alason,  a  Knight 
of  Pythias  and  a  Democrat.  He  does  not 
participate  actively  in  politics  or  take  any 
special  interest  in  matters  not  directly  con- 
nected with  his  business. 


W.   R.  LITTELL. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Tarkio,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  is  the 
rising  young  lawyer  who  is  prosecuting  at- 
torney for  the  county.  W.  R.  Littell,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Mason 
county,  Illinois,  September  30,  1864,  a  son 
of  George  W.  and  Amanda  (Robinson) 
Littell,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  promi- 


nent and  well-known  citizen  who  lived  in 
this  county  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  and  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Nodaway  and  Atchison 
counties,  investing  in  land  extensively,  which 
he  purchased  for  five  and  eight  dollars  per 
acre,  later  adding  until  he  owned  twelve 
hundred  acres.  He  was  of  French  descent, 
while  the  mother  of  our  suliject,  who  was 
born  in  Manchester,  Ohio,  was  of  a  Pennsyl- 
vania family  whose  ancestors  came  from 
Germany. 

The  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subect  were :  Aaron,  who  is  the  captain  of  a 
coast  steamer  and  resides  in  Florida;  ilrs. 
]\Iartha  Smith,  who  resides  in  this  county; 
W.  R.,  who  ib  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Car- 
rie, who  resides  in  Florida;  Fannie  H.,  who 
resides  in  Fairfax,  Missouri;  W.  B.,  who  re- 
sides in  Florida,  engaged  in  the  fishing  and 
sponge  business;  C.  P.,  who  also  resides  in 
Florida;  and  Catherine,  Essie  and  Louisa, 
who  are  living  at  home. 

George  W.  Littell  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Ci\il  war,  belonging  to  the  Second  Illinois 
Cavalry,  enlisting  in  1861  and  proving  him- 
self a  gallant  soldier.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  later  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Populist  party,  and  is  an  esteemed 
comrade  in  the  G.  A.  R. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Mason  county, 
Illinois,  until  he  was  eight  years  old  and  ac- 
companied the  family  in  their  emigration  to 
northwest  Missouri.  The  exercise  he  ob- 
tained in  helping  to  develop  the  farm  and  in 
caring  for  stock  over  so  many  miles,  de- 
veloped him  physically,  but  did  not  dwarf 
him  mentally,  his  education  being  carefully 
looked  after.  After  securing  an  elementary 
education  he  was  a  student  in  the  college  at 
Tarkio,  at  which  he  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1887,  with  much  credit.     Mr.  Littell  is 
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ver\'  popular  among  liis  associates  and  takes 
great  interest  in  athletic  sports  of  every 
kind.  He  is  the  captain  of  Company  A, 
I'ourth  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  Mis- 
souri. 

For  a  number  of  years  our  suijject  has 
been  active  in  the  political  field  in  iiiis 
county,  and  in  1896  received  tl>e  election  to 
the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  on  the 
Populist  ticket,  and  was  re-elected  in  1898. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  at  St.  Louis,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Populist  state  committee 
of  Missouri,  in  which  convention-  his  judg- 
ment and  sound  comprehension  of  the  issues 
made  him  an  admirable  member. 

Mr.  Littell  was  married  in  Tarkio,  in 
November,  1898,  to  Miss  Mina  J.  Shaum,  a 
daughter  of  a  well  known  business  man  of 
this  town.  Socially  our  subject  is  con- 
nected with  the  I.  O.  O.  I*".,  also  with  the 
Masonic  order,  in  both  of  which  organiza- 
tions he  is  deservedly  popular.  Mr.  Littell 
is  a  man  of  wide  experience,  calm  judgment 
and  earnest  thought,  realizing  the  dift'erence 
between  right  and  wrong,  and  is  one  whom 
his  fellow  citizens  could  trust  in  any  office* 
within  their  gift. 


JUDGE  ED  F.  RAXKIX. 

This  well  known  citizen  of  Atchison 
county  is  one  of  the  largest  stock-dealers  in 
northwestern  Missouri  and  has  been  in- 
strumental in  improving  to  a  considerable 
degree  the  stock  raised  in  the  state.  His 
efforts  have  therefore  been  a  public  benefit, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  stock  adds  to  its 
market  value,  and  the  wealth  of  the  agricult- 
ural class  is  therefore  augmented.  The  rich 
pasture  lands  in  this  locality  prov?de  e.x'- 
cellcnt  opiwrtunities  to  the  stock-raiser  and 
this  industry  has  become  a  very  iniiwrtant 


one  in  the  commercial  interests  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  Rankin  deals  in  cattle,  horses  and  mules, 
and  his  business  affairs  have  been  so  ably 
conducted  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  Atchison  count \-, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  since  1876. 

.V  native  cf  Illinois.  i\lr.  Rankin  was 
born  in  HendersDn  county,  Februarv  27, 
1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  Rankin, 
now  deceased.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  William  Rankin,  who  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry  and  removed  from  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Indiana  in  an 
earlv  day.  'I  he  family  was  noted  for  in- 
dustry, honesty  and  excellent  business  quali- 
fications. Many  of  its  representatives  have 
been  expert  judges  of  cattle  and  have  been 
largely  interested  in  improving  the  stock- 
raising  interests  of  the  localities  in  which 
they  have  resided.  iVlexander  Rankin,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  l»rn  in  Sullivan 
county,  Indiana,  and  for  years  was  a  a  ery 
prominent  business  man  and  stock-dealer  in 
\\'arren  county,  Illinois,  where  he  resided 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  acti\e  busi- 
ness career.  He  became  extensively  inter- 
ested in  land  investments  in  Atchison  coun- 
ty, purchasing  several  hundred  acres  in  Col- 
fax township  in  1875.  He  was  uiiited  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Struthers.  who 
proved  to  Iiim  a  faithful  oMnpaniim  and 
helpmate  on  life's  journey.  She  was  born 
in.  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Struthers, 
who  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  and  resided 
in  Illinois  for  many  years,  being  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  the  western  sec- 
tion of  that  state  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  Alexan.der  Rankin  died  in  1871. 
He  was  a  very  honorable  Inisiness  man, 
straightforward  in  all  his  dealing's  and  won 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.     His  widow  still 
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sur\ives  him  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Tar- 
kio.  In  their  religious  belief  they  were  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  churcli.  In  their 
family  were  four  sons:  Ed  F..  of  this  re- 
\iew ;  D.  C.  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Col- 
fax township ;  Thomas  B.  and  John  A.,  also 
well  known  residents  of  the  same  township. 
Ed  F.  Rankin  was  reared  in  \\'arren 
•county,  Illini)is,  and  has  been  familiar  with 
the  cattle  industry  since  his  boyhood  and  ac- 
•customed  to  the  saddle  and  the  care  of  the 
stuck.  He  acquired  his  educatiin  in  War- 
ren county,  and  reading  and  l)usincss  ex- 
perience ha\e  added  greatly  to  his  prac- 
tical knowledge.  In  company  with  1).  C. 
Rankin  he  came  to  Atchison  county,  in  1876. 
.and  began  farming  where  he  now  liyes.  To- 
•day  he  owns  fiye  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of 
rich  land  weh.  improyed,  haying  a  good  resi- 
lience which  stands  on  a  natural  building- 
site.  On  the  place  is  a  beautiful  gnne,  a 
bearing  orchanl,  large  barns,  sheds  and 
cribs,  feed  lots,  a  modern  windmill  for  pump- 
ing water.  The  green  pastures,  rich  mead- 
ows and  fertile  corn  fields,  and  e\er\thing 
about  the  place  are  kept  in  first-class  contli- 
tiun.  He  has  some  fine  herds  of  cattle,  jacks 
and  coach  horses.  His  stock  being  of  su- 
perior grades,  second  to  none  in  this  part  of 
Missouri.  He  feeds  three  or  four  hundred 
head  of  cattle  annually,  and  this  branch  of 
his  business  brings  to  him  an  excellent  in- 
come. He  has  inherited  the  family  char- 
.acteristic  of  being  an  excellent  judge  of 
stock,  including  both  cattle  and  mules.  He 
not  only  feeds  but  also  buys  and  ships  stock, 
ar.d  in  connection  with  Rep.  H.  Wilsie  he 
has  four  hundred  mules  ready  for  the  mar- 
ket. He  has  recently  built  a  large  nude- 
feeding  barn  upon  his  farm.  He  is  a  yery 
busy  man,  usually  found  in  the  saddle  or  in 
Jiis  buggy,  thus  passing  from  one  part  uf 


his  farm  to  the  other  in  order  to  superin- 
tend his  extensiye  business  interests.  He 
b.as  also  trayeled  extensively  oyer  Nebraska 
and  Montana,  in  the  interest  of  his  busi- 
ness, purchasing  stock  in  various  places  and 
making  profitable  sales. 

Mr.  Rankin  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Colfax  township,  Atchison  county,  to  Miss 
jNlary  Willsie,  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
lionored  families  of  the  community.  She 
v.as  born  in  Des  Aloines,  Iowa,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  that  state.  Her  fa- 
therj  Henry  Willsie,  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen and  early  settler  of  Atchison  county. 
By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  fi\-e  children:  Bessie  Kate,  who  is  a 
student  in  Mishawaka.  St.  Joseph  county, 
Indiana ;  Alexander,  who  is  sixteen  years  of 
age  and  is  now  a  student  of  Tarkio  College ; 
Edith,  who  is  a  student  in  the  University  of 
\'ermillion,  South  Dakota;  and  Ruth  and 
Donald  Grant,  who  are  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Rankin 
is  a  Democrat,  and  in  igoo  was  elected  coun- 
ty judge  by  a  grnid  majority.  He  is  a  rec- 
ognized leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democ- 
racy and  is'  a  popular  resident  of  the  county, 
his  social  disposition  having  gained  him 
many  warm  friends.  In  business  his  word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he  has  the  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  him.  A  persistency 
of  purpose  is  one  of  the  salient  features  of 
his  success,  and.  combined  with  homirahle 
dealing  and  careful  management,  has 
liTought  to  him  a  gratifx'ing  degree  of  pros- 
perit}'. 


FRANK  M.  COMPTOX. 

Prominent  among  the  energetic,  far-see- 
ing and  successful  business  men  of  Missouri 
is  the  subject  of  this  .sketch.     His  life  his- 
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tory  most  happily  illustrates  what  may  be 
attaineil  hy  faithful  and  continued  effort  in 
carrying  out  an  honest  jiuriiose.  Integrity, 
activity  and  energy  have  been  the  crowning 
points  of  his  success,  and  his  connection  with 
various  business  enterjjrises  and  industries 
have  been  a  decided  advantage  to  his  section 
of  Alissouri,  promoting  its  matcr-al  welfare 
in  no  uncertain  manner. 

Frank  Marion  Conipton  was  burn  in 
Warren  county.  Indiana.  October  24.  i<S47. 
and  is  a  son  of  2\larsliall  an.d  Asenath  (Fos- 
ter) L'omptiin,  the  fnrmer  a  native  of  Pike 
county.  (Jhiu.  born  March  4.  181 1,  and  the 
latter  was  born  near  (Jmega,  same  state,  in 
18 1 7.  Jn  1845  tliey  moved  from  Pike  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  to  Warren  county,  Indiana,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm.  Here  the  subject  of  sketch 
was  born,  the  youngest  s(jn  in  a  family  of 
six  sons.  Their  mother  died  in  1850,  and 
tlieir  fatlier  r\ larch  <),  1893,  nn  the  home- 
stead just  mentioned.  I'our  of  the  sons  still 
live  in  Indiana, — th.ree  in  Warren  county, 
and  J.  F..  the  eldest,  at  Perryville,  X'ermilion 
county,  now  a  joint  representatixe  to  tlie 
legislature  from  X'ermilinn  and  \  igo  coun- 
ties. 

At  his  parental  home  the  subject. of  this 
review  remained  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  then  started  utit  U'  make  Ids  own  way 
in  the  world.  The  sun  slmne  drnvn  on  many 
a  field  which  he  jjluwed  in  his  y-uUh  and 
ripened  the  grain  which  grew  fmm  seed 
tl-.at  he  planted.  He  ac  juired  his  education 
in  the  public  schonls  near  his  home  and  in 
Wabash  College.  He  .spent  two  years  in  a 
graded  scliool  and  two  years  in  college,  and 
tFuis  well  equipped  for  life's  duties  with  a 
good  education  he  left  Indiana,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Danville,  Illinois,  where  be  was 
employed  as  a  salesman  in  a  dry-goods  store 
for  five  years.    In  the  spring  of  1882  he  ar- 


rived in  Burlington  Junction,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  be  has  since  made 
his  home. 

In  August,  following,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership, under  the  firm  name  of  Montgom- 
ery, Jones  &  Company,  and  began  general 
merchandising,  Mr.  Compton  being  a  silent 
partner.  The  enterprise  proved  a  profitable 
one  and  he  continued  his  connection  there- 
with until  June,  1890.  In  the  previous  j-ear 
he  entered  the  Xorthwestern  Banking  House 
as  cashier,  and  for  four  years  held  that  of- 
fice. He  then  retired  on  account  of  ill  health 
and  .sold  his  bank  stock.  On  his  retirement 
the  following  a])peared  in  the  Burlington 
Junction  Post  in  its  issue  of  b'ebruary  4, 
1893:  "On  last  Tuesday  F.  M.  Compton 
.stepped  down  and  out  as  cashier  of  the 
Xorthwestern  Bank,  having  sold  his  stock 
to  Mr.  Mc.Mlister  and  resigned  his  position 
as  a  director.  The  Xorthwestern  has  pros- 
pered under  his  able  financial  management 
and  he  has  demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  his 
ability  as  a  successful  banker.  When  he 
took  hold  of  the  business  the  institution  was 
under  an  unfortunate  financial  cloud  and  it 
recpiired  close  management  and  giiod  iinan- 
ciering  to  take  it  through  the  struggle  ahead 
of  it.  How  well  this  was  done  can  lie  esti- 
mated by  the  present  good  standing  of  the 
bank.  Of  course,  othei's  have  helped  and 
ha\e  been  loyal  to  the  Xorthwestern;  but  on 
Mr.  Complon's  shoulders  rested  the  re- 
sponsibility and  to  him  nmre  than  any  one 
else  belongs  the  credit  of  the  success." 

After  a  year's  retirement  Mr.  Compton 
again  purchased  stock  in  the  bank  and  was 
elected  its  president  in  1895.  As  a  financier 
in  northwestern  Missouri  he  has  gained  a 
reputation  which  any  young  man  might  well 
covet.  His  financial  conservatism  renders 
the  business  entirely  safe,  and  yet  he  is  jim- 
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gressive  in  his  operatiDiis.  keeping  in  touch 
with  modern  business  methods.  His  reha- 
bility  and  energy  liave  been  important  fea- 
tures in  the  success  of  the  institution,  and  in 
financial  circles  Mr.  Compton  cnjuys  an  un- 
<issailable  reputation. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  Comp- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  i\Iary 
Elizabeth  Brogan,  who  was  Ixirn  in  Xuda- 
uay  county,  Missouri,  in  i860,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joel  and  IJocia  (Witton)  Bro- 
gan. Her  father  was  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1855  came  to  Mis- 
souri, locating  six  miles  southeast  of  Bur- 
lington Junction,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  His  widow,  also  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, still  survives  him  and  is  nnw  living  in 
Maryville  with  a  married  daughter,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  yet  survive, 
■while  with  the  exception  of  one  all  are  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Compton  ac(juired  her  education 
in  the  public  schools,  remaining  with  her  pa- 
rents until  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
the  subject  of  this  review.  She  is  a  most  es- 
timable lady  and  to  her  husband  is  a  faithful 
companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey  of 
life.  Both  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Compton  hold 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Epi.scopai 
church,  take  an  active  part  in  its  work  and 
for  three  years  he  has  ser\ed  as  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school,  while  with 
ail  of  the  church  societies  she  is  identified. 
They  have  a  pleasant  home,  which  was  erect- 
ed in  1896,  and  is  celebrated  for  its  gracious 
hospitality.  Since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dental  vote  for  General  Grant,  in  1868,  Mr. 
Compton  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican, 
never  wavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party. 
He  has  made  an  untarnished  record  and  an 
imspotted  reputation  as  a  business  man.     In 


all  places  and  under  all  circumstances  he  is 
loyal  to  truth,  honor  and  right,  justly  \alu- 
ing  his  own  self-respect  as  infinitely  more 
preferable  than  wealth,  fame  and  position. 
In  those  finer  traits  of  character  which  com- 
bme  to  form  that  which  we  term  friendship, 
wiiich  endear  and  attach  man  to  man  in 
bonds  which  nothing  but  the  stain  of  dis- 
honor can  sever,  which  triumph  and  shine 
brighter  in  the  hour  of  adversity, — in  those 
qualities  he  is  ri>y:dly  enilowed. 


BLUFORD  J.  JONES. 

Among  the  old  and  respected  farmers 
and  successful  stock-raisers  of  Atchison 
Cduntv,  Missouri,  is  Bluford  J.  Jones,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  May 
JO,  1858,  a  son  of  James  G.  and  Susan 
(Hammer)  Jones.  James  G.  Jones  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  February  4,  18^3.  Init 
was  reared  in  Jasper  county,  Missouri.  He 
was  a  son  of  John  Jones,  one  of  the  pion- 
eer settlers  of  Jasper  county,  where  lie  be- 
came a  large  farmer  and  conducted  bt)th 
a  distillery  and  gristmill.  He  was  a  very 
prominent  man,  owned  slaves  at  that  time, 
filled  all  the  local  offices  and  was  leader  in 
the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party. 
James  G.  Jones,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
served  through  the  Civil  war,  doing  duty  as 
a  teamster  in  the  Confederate  service.  He 
married  in  Jasper  coinUy.  where  he  settled 
upon  a  farm,  and  there  bis  children  were 
born.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  remained  for  twelve  years,  then 
sold  that  farm  and  came  luick  to  Missouri, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  at  an  advanced  age  in  1880.  He 
never  aspired  to  office,  although  lie  was  all 
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his  life  an  active  worker  for  tlie  Democratic 
party. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  before 
marriage  Susan  Hammer,  born  in  Pike  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  Februar}'  9,  1825,  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Polly  Hammer,  her  parents  be- 
ing one  of  the  five  families  which  came  to- 
gether from  Ohio  and  settled  in  Missouri.  In 
1 84 1  Mr.  Hammer  moved  to  Jasper  county, 
where  his  life  ended.  He  had  been  engaged 
in  farming  all  his  life,  was  a  stanch  Democrat 
ill  his  political  opinions,  and  one  of  the  con- 
stant and  consistent  supporters  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  His  children  were  Betsey,  Sal- 
ly, William,  Mehala,  Eliza,  Mrs.  Jones,  Da- 
vid, George  and  John.  Those  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Jones  were:  Sally,  now  Mrs. 
Gentry,  John  D..  Jose]3h  (j..  George,  Martha, 
who  is  niiw  Mrs.  Anderson,  Adeline,  our 
subject,  Warren  P.  and  James.  The  relig- 
ious convictions  of  the  excellent  parents 
caused  them  to  be  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  in  this  belief  their  chil- 
dren were  reared. 

Bluford  J.  Jones  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
ty, remaining  under  his  father's  roof  until  he 
became  of  age.  He  then  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  the  (jther  heirs,  and  now  resides  up- 
on the  old  homestead,  engaged  in  cultivating 
the  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres  included  there.  He  has  made  many 
improvements,  until  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  this  locality.  With  him  resides 
his  honored  and  aged  mniher. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jones  tnok  place 
July  3,  1899,  to  Miss  Lavina  Dunham,  an  j 
intelligent  young  lady,  the  daughter  of  John  > 
P.  and  .\nn  (Mullis)  Dunham.  Mr.  Dun- 
ham, a  native  of  Ohio.  an<l  .\nn  .Mu'.lis.  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  married  in  Indiana  and 
U'oved  to  Missouri,  where  he  died  in  1889,  i 


at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Dun- 
ham still  survives,  a  worthy.  Christian  lady 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
Their  family  record  is  as  ftillows :  Aaron, 
Nathan,  John,  Henry,  Alfred.  Joseph,  de- 
ceased, ^^'illiam,  Caroline,  deceased,  and 
Mrs.  Jones. 

The  children  born  to  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Blu- 
ford Jones  are:  Harry,  born  July  8.  1890; 
and  Frank,  born  January  9.  1893.  y.h. 
Jones  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  belief, 
but  his  ambition  has  never  been  for  any  of- 
fice. In  the  Methodist  church  the  family  are 
highly  esteemed,  and  through  the  county 
no  name  is  held  more  respected  than  theirs. 


J.  S.  ABBOTT,  M.  D. 

For  many  years  Dr.  .Mibott  was  active- 
ly connected  with  the  medical  fraternity  in 
Atchison  county,  luit  has  now  put  aside  pro- 
fessional cares  in  order  to  devote  his  ener- 
gies to  farming  pursuits.  He  was  born  in 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  November  16,  1845,  ''''S^ 
parents  being  Samuel  B.  and  Sarah  (  McCaf- 
ferty)  Abbott,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Ohio.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  also 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  he  was  also  a  graduate  of  medicine.  He 
never  practiced,  but  devoted  his  life  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  and  to  the  work  of 
proclaiming  the  gospel,  following  the  circuit 
for  thirty-five  years.  By  precept  and  e.x- 
ample  he  led  many  to  accept  the  better  way 
of  life  and  his  influence  was  strongly  felt 
by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
died  in  Ohio,  in  March,  187J.  l"or  some 
years  afterward  his  wife  made  her  home 
in  the  Buckeye  state  and  then  came  to  Mis- 
souri, spending  her  remaining  days  with  her 
son  J.  S.,  her  death  occurring  in  IDecember, 
1897,  when  she  had  attained  the  ripe  old  age 
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of  eighty-eight  years.  She  was  a  hfelong 
member  of  tlie  ]\Iethodist  cliurcli  and  her 
earnest  Christian  teacliing  lias  a  marked  in- 
fluence over  her  son,  who  was  her  only  chikL 
The  father  had  been  previously  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Fitz- 
gerald, by  whom  she  had  four  children. 
namely:  George  H.,  a  resident  of  Idaho; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  T.  Har\e}- :  and 
Nancy  and  Andrew  J.  All  of  these  are  now- 
deceased  witli  the  exception  of  George,  who 
for  ten  years  served  in  the  United  States 
army  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Idaho. 

The  Doctor  spent  his  youth  and  boyhood 
about  town  enjoying  the  sports  which  are 
usually  indulged  in,  and  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen,  however,  lie  had  determined  to 
make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work, 
and  he  began  reading  under  tlie  direction  of 
Dr.  C.  Layton.  When  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  began  attending  the  lectures  in  the 
Starling  Medical  College,  of  Columbus,  and 
■was  graduated  in  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  with  the  class  of 
1875.  Prior  to  graduation  in  1865,  he  began 
practice  at  Beaver,  Ohio,  u  here  he  remained 
for  three  years.  Subsequently  he  spent  fif- 
teen years  in  Latham,  in  the  same  county, 
and  thence  removed  to  Craig,  Burt  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and 
a  half.  The  year  1896  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Atchison  county.  He  located  in 
Dotham  and  soon  secured  a  liberal  patron- 
age, demonstrating  his  skill  and  ability  in 
the  successful  way  in  which  he  handled  many 
difficult  cases.  He  won  a  high  and  enxiable 
reputation  both  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
and  as  an  upright  and  honoraljle  man.  He 
continued  practice  until  1897,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  Dotham,  where  he  makes 
his  home.     He  has  practically  retired  from 


professional  work,  although  many  of  his 
old  patrons  refuse  to  employ  any  <)ther  phy- 
sician, and  he  therefore  continues  his  ser- 
vices at  their  homes.  It  is  his  desire,  how- 
ever, to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-raising,  and  in 
the  new  enterprise  he  has  met  with  credlt- 
alile  prosperity. 

In  the  state  tif  his  nativity  in  18O4  tlie 
Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Rose,  a  nati\e  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Anderson  and  ^lary  Rose,  of  Ross  coun- 
ty, that  state.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
deceased.  They  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church  and  reared  two  children, 
but  John,  the  elder,  died  in  Ohii\  The 
younger  is  Airs.  .Vbbott,  who  by  her  marriage 
has  become  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary  j..  now  .Mrs.  W'oolhether :  El- 
mer T.,  at  home;  Elva  O.,  a  farmer:  An;i;i 
B.,  and  Charles  L.,  who  carries  on  agrictd- 
tural  pursuits.  The  mother  died  in  Juue. 
1886,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church, 
of  which  she  was  a  consistent  member.  In 
February,  1889.  the  Doctor  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Anna 
Ross,  of  Canada,  who  was  brought  to  Mis- 
souri when  five  years  of  age  and  was  reared 
by  her  sister,  Mrs.  Sloper.  The  other  chil- 
dren in  the  Ross  family  were:  Alexan<!er 
M.,  a  contractor  of  Chicago;  Mrs.  Christine 
Gregory,  of  that  city:  and  Mrs.  Elizabclh 
Sloper,  living  near   Skidmore,   2\Iissouri. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  cjuestions  relating  to  the  public  weal  or 
woe.  He  has,  howe\'er,  never  been  an  aspi- 
rant for  office,  preferring  to  ilevote  his  ener- 
gies to  his  professional  duties  and  business 
cares.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and   of   the   Independent   Order   of 


51H 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


Odd  Fellows,  and  in  the  latter  has  filled  all 
the  chairs,  and  has  served  as  a  representa- 
tive to  the  grand  lodge.  His  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  and  they  are  people 
of  sterling  worth  \\ho  enj<n'  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  have  been 
associated.  Dr.  Abbott  attained  liis  pros- 
perity as  a  follower  of  the  medicrd  profes- 
siiin,  for  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  progress 
made  liy  those  who  represented  the  frater- 
nitv.  in  his  farming  interests  he  is  also 
prospering,  for  he  possesses  excellent  busi- 
ness ciualifications.  All  who  know  him  esteem 
him  for  his  genuine  worth  and  in  the  history 
of  his  adoptetl  county  he  well  deserves 
mention. 


ALBERT  A.  WOLFE. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  narrative  is 
one  of  the  successful  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  Atchison  township,  Xodaway 
county,  where  he  owns  and  operates  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  A 
nati\e  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born  in 
^\'ashington  county,  July  15,  1848,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  ]\Iatilda  ( I  Lazelbakf;r) 
\\'olfe.  The  father  was  born  near  Winches- 
ter, \irginia,  in  1821,  and  in  early  life  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade,  but  later  de- 
votetl  his  entire  time  and  attention  t(j  farm- 
ing. In  1857  he  moved  from  l'enn.s\ivania 
to  Illinois,  and  in  1882  came  to  Xodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  supported  the  Democratic  part}-, 
but  in  i860  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
remained  a  stanch  Republican  ihroughdut 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  1  le  and  his  family 
attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  he  helped  build  a  church  in  Illinois.  In 
all  the  relations  of  life  he  was  found  true 


to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  and  in  his 
death  the  community  realized  that  it  had  lost 
a  valuable  and  useful  citizen.  Mrs.  Wolfe 
still  survives  her  husband,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years,  and  finds  a  pleasant  home 
with  our  subject.  She  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  mother  of  four  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  Two  sons  are  residents  of 
Xodaway  county,  while  her  daughter  lives 
in  Kansas. 

Albert  A.  Wolfe  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Illinois,  and  came 
with  them  to  Missouri  in  1882.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  near  his  boy- 
hood home  and  worked  for  his  father  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  upon  rented 
land.  In  1882  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty- 
three  acres,  wdiich  he  subsecjuentlj'  sold  and 
then  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  his  father's  farm,  which  is  pleasantly 
located  near  Braddyville,  Iowa,  though  just 
over  the  line  in  Missouri.  It  is  a  well  im- 
proved and  highly  cultvated  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  upon  which  Mr. 
Wolfe  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming.  Originally  he  was  a  Repul)li- 
can  in  politics  but  now  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  business  transactions 
he  is  straightforward  and  reliable,  and  is 
justly  numbered  among  the  representative 
men  of  his  adopted  country.  He  cherishes 
the  memory  of  his  father,  and  like  a  dutiful 
son  is  tenderly  caring  for  his  mother  in  her 
old  age. 


WILLIAM  S.  Dl'XL.XP. 

William  Sinclear  l)unl;ip,  a  retired  far- 
mer of  Washington  township,  Xodaway 
county,  has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent 
man  in  the  countv.     His  home  is  in  GuillVird, 
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wiiere  he  is  an  active  and  progressive  citizen, 
always  willing  to  assist  in  anything  that  is  ef- 
fectual for  the  growth  and  de\-elopment  of 
the  town.  He  was  born  December  23.  1838, 
in  Clay  conntv.  I\Jisst)nri.  a  son  of  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  (Helper)  Dunlap. 

William  Dunlap.  the  grandfather  i>\  nur 
srJjject.  was  a  nati\'e  of  \  irginia.  where  he 
owned  considerable  land  and  many  sla\'es. 
He  was  of  Scotch  extraction  while  his  wife 
was  of  German  descent.  ^Mr.  Dnnlaj)  ilied 
before  the  Rebellion.  His  children  were  as 
follows:  Robert;  Tames;  William 'Preston; 
Alexander,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Wini- 
fred who  married  Mr.  Whitlock;  and  Polly 
p]^iston.  The  family  attended  the  Pre.sl)y- 
terian  church.  Alexander  Dunlap,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  \'irginia  in 
1808.  After  his  marriage  he  l)egan  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
in  1836  removed  to  Clay  county,  Missouri, 
and  later  to  Caldwell,  where  he  bought  a 
farm,  which  he  improved  in  general.  He 
afterward  sold  his  farm  and  moved  back 
to  Cla\-  county  and  thence  to  Clinton  coun- 
ty. In  the  fall  of  1852  he  moved  to  Xoda- 
way  county,  where  he  Ijought  a  farm  in 
Washington  township.  There  was  nothing 
but  a  cal)in  on  the  rudely  broken  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  here  Mr.  Dun- 
lap remained  until  his  death,  which  occiu'red 
October  18,  1877.  His  wife  died  in  1889. 
]Mr.  Dunlap  was  a  \\diig  in  early  life  and 
later  a  Democrat.  Pie  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife 
v.as  born  in  1812  and  was  a  mem])er  of  a 
CJerman  family  who  were  prominent  farmers 
of  \"irginia.  She  was  one  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  John,  Isaac  and  Purcilla. 
Her  parents  were  Baptists,  .\lexander  Dun- 
lap and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  chii- 
<lren,  namely:    James  F.  and  Samuel,  de- 


ceased; William,  th.e  su1)ject  of  this  sketch; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  D.  X.  Pully;  and 
Cary  C,  the  wife  of  John  Wardrip. 

William  S.  Dunlap,  the  subject  of  this 
brief  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Clay  county,  this  state, 
h.is  native  county.  When  twenty-two  years 
old  he  entered  General  Price's  army  and  was 
at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mills  Landing  and  also 
at  the  battle  of  Lexington,  where  General 
Mulligan  ami  his  ami)-  were  captured.  He 
had  enlisted  for  three  months  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  returned  to  Clay  county.  He 
freighted  with  ox  teams  for  the  government 
as  far  as  New  Mexico,  making  several  trips 
which  were  full  of  adventure,  and  jMr.  Dun- 
lap has  many  vivid  remembrances  of  those 
three  years.  He  saw  a  great  deal  of  tight- 
ing  and  recei\-ed  a  wound,  though  not  a  se- 
rious one.  After  this  he  went  to  Ijwa.  where 
he  became  a  cattle  trader,  but  after  a  short 
time  returned  to  Missouri  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  cared  for  his  father 
and  mother  until  their  death.  He  bought 
the  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  has  added  to  it  until  now  there  are 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  and  imjjrovcd  land.  He  owns  an- 
other farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
and  in  1840  bought  lots  in  Guilford, 
where  he  built  a  commodious'  residence,  in 
which  he  now  lives.  He  owns  six  lots  and 
his  home  in  this  pretty  town. 

Mr.  Dunlap  married  Mary  W.  Richards, 
a  widow  of  Silas  .\.  Richards,  who  served 
ii:  the  Confederate  army  for  three  months. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Alissouri.  and  at 
his  death  left  one  child,  Arthur  C.  whom 
Mr.  Dunlap  is  raising.  I\Ir.  Richards  died 
February  27,  1874.  Mrs.  Dunlap  is  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  (Graves) 
Sharp,   both   natixes   of   Tennessee.      They 
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were  married  and  moved  to  \\'hite  Cloud 
township,  Nodaway  county,  wliere  JNIrs. 
Sharp  died,  after  whicli  lier  Inisband  made 
his  home  with  his'  children.  Their  children 
were :  Sarah  E. ;  William  H. ;  Mary  W. ;  our 
subject's  wife;  James  A.,  Jacob  C,  Isaac  E., 
R.  Pi.lk,  Xancy  C,  Christian  \\.  and  Bell. 

'Sir.  and  ^Irs.  Dunlap  have  eight  children, 
namely:  Lotta,  Iwrn  March  28,  1877;  Will- 
iam L.,  Octnher  23,  1878;  Isaac  A.,  Decem- 
ber I,  1880:  Mary,  July  i,  1882 :  Alta  P., 
Xovemher  21,  1883;  Ora  B.,  June  8,  1885; 
Ethel  v.,  :\Iay  30.  1887;  and  Clara  E.,  April 
10,  1889.  Mr.  Dunlap  is  a  Democrat,  and 
while  he  is  an  acti\'e  worker  in  that  party  he 
has  ne\'er  sought  polit'cal  preferment. 


ELIJAH  H.  GOFF. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  this  gentle- 
man has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Xodawax'  county, 
and  in  that  time  has  become  recognized  as 
one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens. 
His  father,  John  R.  (ioff,  was  burn  in  Ken- 
tucky, March  2(\  1812,  of  Irish  descent,  and 
the  son  of  a  prominent  farmer  and  slave- 
owner of  that  state.  He  had  se\  eral  brothers 
and  sisters,  among  the  number  being  Will- 
iam, Leonard  and  Jemnia.  In  I S35.  before 
leaving  his  native  state,  John  R.  ( loff  was 
married  to  Sarah  M.  Edwards,  who  was  born 
in  Brown  county,  Kentucky.  Se])tember  i, 
1816.  Her  father  also  was  a  farmer.  In 
1839  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  (joff  mo\ed  to  Illinois 
and  first  k)cated  in  Hamilton  comUy.  where 
he  improved  a  farm.  Init  later  sold  that  place 
and  went  to  .Menard  count}-,  where  he  pur- 
chased property.  Subsecuiently  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Logan  count)'.  Illinois,  where 
h.e  improved  a  farm  of  two  hnn(lre<l  and  si.xty 
acres,  making  it  his  home  uiUil  his  death, 


which  occurred  May  30,  1890.  He  was  a 
progressive  and  successful  agriculturist,  and 
was  a  man  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by 
all  who  knev.-  him.  In  politics  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  called  upon  to  fill  some  minor 
offices,  though  he  cared  nothing  for  political 
preferment.  He  was  an  elder  and  active 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which 
the  mother  of  our  subject  also  belonged.  She 
died  January  29,  1885,  leaving  many  friends 
as  well  as  her  immediate  family  to  uKurn 
her  loss.  Her  children  were  as  follows: 
Emily  A.,  born  A])ril  22.  1837,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  B.  Copper;  Harvey  E.,  born  January 
20,  1839.  is  a  farmer  of  Xodaway  county; 
\Mlliam  1\..  born  March  9.  1842,  is  a  farmer 
of  Andrew  county.  Missouri:  John  .\..  born 
January  20,  1845,  is  represented  on  am  th.er 
page  of  this  \olume ;  Isaac  T.,  born  Septem- 
ber 14.  1847,  died  leaving  a  family;  James 
A.,  born  June  3,  1850,  is  a  resident  of  De- 
catur, Illinois;  Elijah  H.  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Mary  A.,  born  August  3.  1855,  died 
at  the  a.ge  of  ten  years;  Milton  C.  born  Sep- 
tember 16,  1857,  is  a  resident  of  this  county ; 
and  Charles  C.  born  Xovemher  23,  1861, 
died  in  Oklahoma.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  a  Mrs.  En,gland,  who  dietl  in 
1898,  leaving  no  childrfn. 

The  subject  of  this  .sketch  was  born  in 
IMenard  county,  Illinois.  March  22,  1853,  and 
was  educated  in  the  country  schools  of  that 
state.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss 
Lydia  A.  Alkire,  also  a  native  of  Menard 
county,  liorn  January  4,  1S58.  Her  parents, 
D.  A.  and  .\nn  (  b'ldridge)  Alkire,  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  state  and  representatives 
of  honoretl  pioneer  families:  Her  paternal 
grandfather.  Leonard  Alkire.  was  born  in 
Ohio,  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  at  an  early  day 
moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Menard  coun- 
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ty  befcire  the  Indians  liad  left  for  tlieir  west- 
ern reservations.  There  lie  entered  large 
tracts  of  land,  which  he  improved,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  prominent  and  wealthy  far- 
mers and  stock-raisers  of  that  region.  He 
was'  a  member  of  the  Christian  chnrch.  ITis 
children  were:  Nancy,  the  wife  of  ]Mr. 
Black;  Elizabeth,  wife  nf  J-  Engle:  .-\nianda, 
who  first  married  a  Mr.  \\'lii])p  and  second- 
ly a  j\Ir.  Olds;  Snsan.  the  wife  of  J.  A. 
Hughes,  Leonard,  John,  ]\Irs.  Lydia  Turner, 
]\Iilam  and  David  A.  Airs.  Goff's  maternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Eldridge,  was  a  native 
of  England  and  on  first  coming  to  this  coun- 
try settled  in  New  York,  but  later  moved 
to  Illinois.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer. 
In  his  family  were  the  following  children: 
]\Irs.  JNIary  Cox,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Swaney, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Walker,  ^Nlrs.  Ann  Alkire, 
Edward,  William  and  James. 

David  A.  Alkire,  Airs,  (ioffs  father, 
owned  and  worked  a  large  farm  in  Menard 
county,  Illinois,  giving  special  attention  to 
sheep-raising.  In  1876  he  came  to  Noda- 
way county,  Missouri,  ha\-ing  previously 
purchased  land  in  White  Cloud  township, 
and  to  its  imprb\'ement  and  culti\'ation  de- 
voted his  energies  for  some  time.  Later 
he  bought  and  sold  a  couple  of  farms,  and 
since  1891  has  lived  a  retired  life  in  Alarv- 
ville,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former  toil.  He 
met  with  success  financially,  and  his  life  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  Ijeen  brought  in  contact  in  business  or 
social  life.  Religiously  he  is  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  Mrs. 
Goff's  mother  also  belonged.  She  died  ill 
1867.  Their  children  were  Charles,  born 
June  29,  1852,  who  was  killed  by  a  tramp; 
Benjamin,  born  January  10,  1854,  and 
Chauncey,  born  September  J2,    1856,  both 


farmers  of  this  county;  Lydia  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1858,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, born  March  8,  i860,  a  merchant  of 
Maryville;  Timothy,  born  Eeljruary  2^, 
1862,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  Cather- 
ine, born  July  18,  1864,  the  wife  of  J, 
Thrasher.  In  1868  the  father  wedded  Miss 
Alary  West,  of  Illinois,  by  whom  he  has  six 
children,  namely :  Caroline,  born  September 
14,  1869,  the  wife  of  \\'alter  Campbell; 
Nancy,  born  April  15,  1871,  the  wife  of  John 
Gofif ;  John,  born  August  5,  1872,  a  physician 
of  Oregon;  Milam,  born  September  20, 
1873,  clerk  at  Stanberry,  Missouri;  Lilla,. 
born  June  3,  1876,  at  home;  and  Elizabeth,, 
born  October  23,  1878,  deceased. 

To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  were  born  eight 
children,  as  follows;  Roger  D.,  l-orn  April 
8,  1877,  died  November  J^-,,  18S7:  Sally  A., 
born  September  20,  1878,  died  Octolier  5, 
1880;  James  A.,  born  June  15,  1881,  is  at 
home;  Bessie  Al.,  born  June  10,  1883,  died 
September  6,  1884;  Clark  R.,  born  February- 
14,  1885;  Aland  F.,  born  Novemlr.er  27,, 
1887;  Ova  C,  born  January  2,  tSq2:  and 
Edna,  born  April  30,  1894,  died  June  2t,,. 
1896. 

The  year  of  his  marriage  Air.  Goff  came 
to  Nodawav  count\',  Alissoiu"!,  and  located 
upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land.  He  set  out  hedge 
fences,  broke  the  land  and  placed  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  set  out  fruit  and 
ornamental  trees  and  erected  good  and  Mib- 
stantial  liuildings,  making  it  one  of  tie  nest 
impro\'ed  and  most  desirable  farms  of  the 
locality.  As  his  financial  resom-ces  ha\e  in- 
creased he  has  extended  its  l)oundaries  Irom 
time  to  time,  and  now  has  three  Inmdred  an<l 
twenty  acres,  lie  r;iises  and  feeds  stock  for 
market,  and  find.s  this  branch  of  his  Inisincss 
profitable.     The  Democratic  part\-  finds  in 
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him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  ]irincii)les,  and 
his  aid  is  never  withheld  fn  mi  an_\'  enterprise 
which  he  beheves  calculated  to  proxe  of  i)ub- 
]ic  benefit.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church. 


JOHN  A.  C.  GOFF. 

John  A.  C.  Goff,  now  a  leading  farmer 
or  Xodawav  county,  Missouri,  was  born  in 
llamilton  count}-.  Illinois,  January  JO.  1845, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  state. 
His  father,  John  R.  Goff,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky Mary  26,  1812,  of  Irish  descent,  and 
the  son  of  a  prominent  farmer  and  slave- 
owner of  that  state.  He  had  several  brothers 
and  sisters,  among  tlie  number  being  Will- 
iam. Lenard  and  ^frs.  Jemima  Alkire.  Be- 
fore leaving  his  native  stale  John  R.  Goff 
married,  in  1S35.  Sarah  M.  lulwards,  who 
A\as  born  in  Brown  count \-.  Kentucky.  Seu- 
tember  i.  1816.  ller  father  also  was  a 
farmer.  In  1839  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff'  moved 
ti  lUinois  and  first  located  in  Hamilton 
connty.  where  he  improved  a  farm,  l)ut  later 
sold  that  i)lace  and  went  to  Menard  coun- 
t}'.  the  same  state,  where  he  purchased  ])rop- 
erty.  Subsec|uentl\-  be  took  up  his  residence 
in  Logan  county.  Blinois,  where  he  im- 
proved a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  s'xtv 
acres,  making  it  bis  boine  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  ^lay  30,  1S90.  lie  was  a 
])rogressive  and  successful,  agriculturist,  and 
was  a  man  highly  respected  and  esteemed  b^■ 
all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  was  called  upon  to  lill  some 
minor  ofifices,  though  lie  cared  Uiitliing  for 
political  preferment.  He  was  an  elder  and 
active  member  of  the  Christian  church,  to 
Avliicb  the  mother  of  our  subject  also  be- 
longed. She  died  January  29,  1885,  leaving 
maiiv  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  fam- 


ily to  mourn  her  loss.  Her  brothers  were 
Robert  and  .\lex  Edwards.  Her  children 
were  as  follows:  Emily  A.,  born  April  22, 
1837,  is  tlie  wife  of  J.  B.  Copj>er;  Harvey 
I*;..  l)orn  January  20,  1839.  is  a  farmer  of 
Xodaway  county;  ^\'illiam.  born  March  9, 
1842.  is  a  farmer  of  .\ndrew  count}-,  Mis- 
soiu'i :  John  .\.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Isaac  T.,  born  September  14.  1847,  died 
leax'ing  a  faniil}-;  James  A.,  liorn  June  3, 
1830,  is  a  resident  of  Decatur,  Illinois; 
Idijali  H.,  born  March  22.  1853.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county;  Marv  S.,  l)<)rn  .\ugust 
3.  1855,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  !^Iilton 
C.  born  September  16,  1857,  is  a  resident  of 
this  county:  and  Charles  C,  Ijorn  November 
-■3.  1861,  died  in  Oklahoma.  For  his  sec- 
ond \vife  the  father  married  a  ]\Iiss  Eng- 
land, who  died  in  1898,  leaving  no  children. 

John  -\.  C.  Goff  assisted  his  f;itlier  on 
the  home  farm  until  the  Ci\"il  war  broke 
out.  when  he  enlisted,  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  in  Company  I,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-third  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. He  was  in  the  one  iiundred  days' 
serxice  and  died  guard  duty  at  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  until  discharged.  Rcturiiing  home 
he  worked  as  a   farm  hand    for  some  time. 

In  1871  Mr.  Goff  was  united  in  marriage 
v,itli  Miss  Rebecca  J.  Wilson,  who  was  horn 
in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  .\ugust  29,  1S46, 
a  daughter  of  '1  homas  and  Amelia  (  Che.s- 
.-^er )  Wilson,  also  natives  of  Ohio  and  farm- 
ing i)eoi)le.  Both  ])arents  died  in  Illinois. 
The  father  was  a  Methodist  in  religious  be- 
lief, the  mother  a  Bai)tist,  Their  children 
were  Sarah,  the  deceased  wife  of  G.  \\'. 
Smith,  of  Illinois;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  F. 
Smith,  of  the  same  state;  Belle,  the  wife  of 
John  Smith,  of  Illinois;  William,  who  died 
in  that  state;  Rebecca  J.,  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Mary,  the  wife  of  S,    Wilson,  of 
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Illinois;  Minerva,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Dyson,  a  resident  of  Omaha, 
Nebraska;  Samuel,  nf  Illinois;  Savilla.  who 
died  young;:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  W.  Ogles- 
by;  Ada.  tlie  wife  of  M.  Cioti':  and  Ida, 
the  wife  of  C.  GolT.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  had  six  children,  of  whom  the  second 
and  fifth  died  young.  The  others  are  Charles 
E.,  born  September  15,  1872  ;  James  T,,  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1876;  Ida  .\.,  April  20,  1879;  and 
Edith,  May  7,  1885,  Ida  A.  is  now  the  wife 
of  E.  Thompson,  a  school  teacher  of  Bar- 
nard. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage  ^Ir. 
Goff  engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land 
in  his  nati\'e  state,  and  then  spent  toiu"  years 
in  Kansas,  after  wliich  he  returned  to  lUi- 
noi'S  and  bought  a  farm,  making  it  his  home 
seven  years.  In  1887  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Missouri,  locating  in  Nodaway  county. 
His  first  purchase  here  consisted  of  an  im- 
proved farm  of  eighty  acres;  but  a  \ear  later 
he  sold  that  place  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Hughes  township.  After 
living  there  for  a  year  he  disposed  of  the 
farm  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he  has 
added  until  he  now  has  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  His  success  in  life  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts,  for 
he  received  no  assistance  f r<  mi  any  si  mrce  on 
starting  out  for  himself.  Being  industrious, 
enterprising  and  energetic,  he  has  succeeded 
in  accumulating  a  comfortable  ]iroperty  and 
is  n<iw  quite  well-to-do.  In  his  ijolitical  af- 
filiations Mr.  Gofif  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but 
has  never  cared  for  office,  preferring  to  give 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests.  Both  be  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  them. 


WILSOX  B.  SEY.MOUR. 

Wilson  B,  Seymour,  who  for  many  years 
has  jjeen  one  of  the  most  prominent  fanners 
in  the  county  of  Atchison,  Missouri,  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  oUlest  and  best  known 
families  in  the  conmnuiity  in  which  he  re- 
sides. Born  December  28,  i860,  at  Irish 
Grove,  Atchison  county,  a  scni  of  Leander 
and  Elizabeth  (Beck)  Seymour,  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  to-day  stands  as  a  citizen  of 
high  worth  and  alvditv, 

John  Se>-mour,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  on 
coming  to  this  country  located  in  New  York 
state  and  later  moved  to  Massachusetts  and 
to  Ohio,  in  which  latter  state  he  died.  He 
was  a  prominent  ]>h\sician  and  well  known 
m.an  of  his  day.  John.  Jr..  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  moved  with  his  father  to 
^lassachusetts.  and  later  to  Ohio,  but  upon 
the  death  of  his  father  he  was  -sent  back  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  bound  out  to 
learn  the  wa.gon-making  trade.  After  learn- 
ing this  trade  he  married  and  settled  in  Ohio, 
near  the  Pennsylvania  line,  where  he  lived 
until  1837.  He  then  moved  to  Greene  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  remaining  four  years,  and  later 
to  Ray  count\-,  Missouri,  where  he  lived  until 
1845.  His  next  move  was  to  Holt  county, 
and  afterward  to  Atchison,  where  he  bought 
land  and  followed  farming,  also  working  at 
his  trade.  In  1845  '^^  <.\^Q'~\.  find  was  buried 
on  his  farm.  His  wife,  snrvivin.g  him.  at 
length  was  married  to  John  Smelser.  both 
of  whom  died  a  few  years  afterward.  John 
Sevmour  and  his  wife  had  three  boys, — Le- 
ander, John  and  George. 

Leander  Seymour,  the  t'ather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  moved  with  bis  father 
from  Erie  county.  Tetuisylvania,  to  Irish 
Grove,  ^Missouri,  antl  helped  put  the  farm 
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iiitii  culti\at!i)n.  He  was  fourteen  r.t  the 
lime  .of  liis  father's  death,  after  whicli  lie 
hegan  working  for  himself.  He  found  em- 
ployment in  the  service  of  the  government. 
<is  a  teamster  in  freighting.  He  drove  oxen 
across  the  plains  with  supplies  for  the  sol- 
fliers,  and  also  assisted  in  establishing  forts 
in  the  west.  In  1850  he  went  overland  to 
California,  where  he  mined  for  three  years, 
returning  home  at  the  end  of  that  time  by 
the  way  of  the  isthmus  and  New  Orleans. 
While  in  California  Mr.  Seymour  saved 
some  money,  and  on  his  return  invested  it  in 
the  place  now  known  as  the  homestead. 
There  he  followed  agriculture  and  labored 
■otherwise  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in 
1888  went  to  Kansas,  but  returned  after 
two  years'  time.  He  sold  the  homestead  to 
liis  son  and  spent  five  more  years  in  Kan- 
sas, where  he  owned  three  hiuidred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  In  1894  he  settled  in  Atchi- 
son county,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  which 
lie  afterward  sold.  At  i)resent  he  is  living 
on  one  of  his  farms  near  Fairfax.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Beck,  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  a  daughter  of  Wilson  M. 
Beck,  of  North  Carolina.  Wilson  Beck 
jnoved  to  Michigan  and  later  to  Indiana,  and 
jn  1848  settled  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri. 
He  was  a  well  known  farmer  and  a  man  of 
sterling  qualities.  He  died  in  1861,  and  left 
three  children :  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of 
our  subject;  Benjamin  and  William.  Of 
two  others,  Samuel  had  died  on  the  plains, 
.?nd  Franklin  had  been  lost, — supposed  to 
ha\-e  been  murdered.  Leander  Seymour  and 
his  wife  had  six  children,  namely:  Frank- 
lin, born  Decemljer  3,  1854;  Lyda,  now  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Lininger;  Malinda;  \Vi!son  B.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Leander,  a  farmer 
-of  this  township;  and  Mollie. 

Wilson  B.  Seymour,  the  subject  of  this 


biography,  was  reared  on  the  homestead 
where  he  now  lives.  He  lx)ught  the  farm 
and  carried  on  the  work  begun  by  his  fa- 
ther. He  is  a  successful  stock-raiser  and  a 
prosperous  farmer,  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  solid  business  men  of  the  county.  He 
was  married,  February  3,  1884,  to  Lura  M. 
Pebley,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  east 
of  his  present  one  on  which  he  lived  for 
se\en  years.  Lura  Pebley  was  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  J.  (  Piburn)  Pebley, 
both  of  Cla}'  county,  Missouri.  Mr.  Pebley 
located  in  Atchison  county  in  1859,  where 
he  carried  on  farming.  He  died  in  1889, 
and  his  wife  died  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter Lura  November  21.  1894.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  Thomas,  a  fanner  of  Holt  coun- 
ty; Sirelda  B.,  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Mavity; 
Lura  M.,  the  wife  of  our  subject:  Rol>ert 
L. :  Ida  G.,  the  wife  of  R.  G.  Seymour :  John ; 
Cora,  deceased;  and  Elislia,  railroad  agent 
at  Corning. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Seymour  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Royal  R.,  born 
November  11.  1884;  Ralph.  August  17, 
1886;  Lizzie.  March  11,  1888;  Harley, 
March  7,  1891 ;  \'erna,  December  2,  1893; 
and  Hallie,  November  25,  1897.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 


JAMES  B.   ROBINSON. 

The  fact  that  this  is.  more  remarkably 
than  any  that  has  preceded  it.  the  age  of  the 
young  man's  pre-eminence  in  the  business 
world,  finds  verification  anew  when  the  suc- 
cessful career  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  alxjve  is  considered.  In  his  early  'teens 
he  was  a  clerk  in  a  leading  financial  institu- 
tion:  at  thirty  he  was  its  ])resident,  and  dur- 
ing the  si.x  years  that  ha\-o  followed  he  has 
proven  himself  not  only  "'the  wiirthy  succes- 
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sor  of  a  worthy  sire"  but  a!s  i  a  man  of  affairs 
of  signal  ability  and  discretion. 

James  B.  Robinson,  the  president  of  the 
Nodaway  Valley  Bank,  of  Maryville,  is  a  dis- 
tinguished representative  of  the  hanking  in- 
terests of  Nodaway  county  and  a  member  of 
one  of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of  the 
state  of  Missouri.  He  was  born  in  Noda- 
way county  November  24.  1864,  and  is  a  sun 
of  the  late  financier  and  man  of  affairs, 
Tlieodore  L.  Robinson.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Callaway  county,  Missouri.  February  8, 
1833,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Rob'nson,  one 
of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  that  county. 

Theodore  L.  Robinson  was  the  only 
member  of  his  father's  family  who  lived  to 
maturity.  His  business  exijerience  from  his 
youth  was  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  when 
he  located  at  Maryville,  in  1857.  it  was  hut 
natural  that  he  should  ha\e  cast  aljout  for 
opportunities  to  advance  his  fortune  as  a 
merchant.  His  means  were  small  and  his 
stock  necessarily  limited,  but  his  business 
thrived,  and  after  some  years  he  sold  it  to 
advantage  and  entered  upon  a  trade  in  hard- 
ware and  lumber,  which  was  likewise  profit- 
able. His  entry  into  the  banking  business 
succeeded  his  retirement  from  the  lumber 
trade.  The  Nodaway  A'aJley  Bank  came 
into  existence  in  1873,  as  the  successor  to  the 
private  bank  of  George  S.  Baker  &  Company, 
the  first  banking  concern  in  Maryville.  The 
new  institution  began  business  with  a  cash 
capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  Theo- 
dore L.  Robinson  as  the  cashier  and  James 
B.  Prather  as  the  president.  Upon  the  death 
of  ]\Ir.  Prather  Mr.  Robinson  became  the 
president  and  the  institution  was  recn-ganized 
as  a  private  bank,  Theodore  L.  Robinson  and 
James  B.  Robin.son  being  the  sole  owners  of 
the  Nodaway  Vallc}'  Bank.  This  institution 
has  alwa\-s  done  a  remarkablv  safe  and  suc- 


cessful business  from  its  inception,  but  un- 
der the  guidance  and  direction  of  Theodore 
Ivobinson  its  affairs  were  especially  well 
managed.  The  result  of  his  labors  for  the 
concern  were  to  improve  the  character  of 
business  and  to  extend  and  enlarge  its  pop- 
ularit}'.  While  actively  engaged  in  banking 
Mr.  Robinson  entered  other  lines  of  business, 
which  yielded  his  estate  large  returns  and 
acquired  valuable  lands  and  city  property. 

If  Mr.  Robinson  was  not  scholarly  fnim 
the  standpoint  of  collegians,  he  was  thor- 
oughly self-educated  and  practical  and  pro- 
gressive in  other  things.  His  interest  in 
public  education  was  abiding  and  helpful. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  an  active  member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  Maryville,  and 
he  served  the  city  aljly  as  a  member  of  its 
board  of  aldermen.  October  9,  1859,  ]\Ir. 
Robinson  married  Rebecca  J.  Ray,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  James  Ray,  from  Nelson 
county,  Kentucky,  who  was  an  early  settler 
in  Nodaway  ctnuity;  and  she  sur\-i\-es  him 
and  lives  in  Maryville  with  her  three  ch.il- 
dren.  The  eldest,  James  B.  Robinson,  be- 
came the  president  of  the  Nodaway  Valley 
Bank  June  6,  1894,  a  successor  to  his  worthy 
father;  the  second  is  Fred  P.  Robinson,  the 
cashier  of  the  Nodaway  \'alley  Bank,  who 
married  Mary  Miller,  and  they  have  two 
children, — Mildred  and  Virginia;  and  the 
third  is  Miss  Jennie  Robinson. 

James  B.  Robinson  is  distinctly  a  product 
of  Maryville,  not  simply  for  the  reason  of 
his  nativity  there  but  also  because  he  was 
echicated  there  and  taught  the  principles  and 
practice  of  important  and  successful  business 
and  has  risen  to  a  position  at  the  head  of 
one  of  Maryville's  leading  financial  institu- 
tions. It  must  not  Ije  overlooked  that  he 
rose  to  this  place  bv  virtue  of  bis  own  per- 
sonal  merit   and   ahilitv,   ha\ing    begun  at 
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eighteen  as  a  clerk  in  tlie  Nodaway  Valley 
Bank  and  been  promoted  from  time  to  time 
until  at  his  father's  death  he  was  in  every 
way  and  for  every  reason  eligible  for  the 
position  Theodore  L.  Robinson  had  so  ably 
filled.  Shortly  before  the  death  of  Theodore 
L.  Robinson  the  bank  was  incorporated  and 
its  capital  stock  was  increased  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  In  February,  1900, 
the  bank  had  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  and  surplus  and  undi\-ided  profit 
aggregating  fourteen  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven  dollars,  and  its  deposits 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  three  dollars.  Its 
president  is  James  B.  Robinson  and  its  cash- 
ier Fred  P.  Robinson,  and  those  gentlemen, 
with  John  T.  Welch  and  \\'illiam  C.  Ellison, 
constitute  the  board  (if  directors. 

To  accept  the  management  of  nich  a 
large  estate  as  was  left  iiy  Theodore  L.  Rob- 
inson and  to  as.sume  the  oificial  direction  of 
an  institution  of  the  importance  of  the  Nod- 
away Valley  Bank,  was  to  assume  a  respon- 
sibility not  lightly  to  be  considered.  To 
have  demonstrated  an  ability  to  bear  this  re- 
sponsibility and  to  have  established  an  unre- 
served public  confidence  at  as  early  an  age  as 
thirty  was  to  win  specially  high  honors.  At 
that  age  James  B.  Robinson  became  the 
president  of  the  bank  and  the  actual  head 
of  all  the  Robinson  interests. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  married,  in  JNIary- 
ville,  October  3,  1894,  to  Maggie,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  I.  B.  Garrison,  of  Albany,  Mis- 
souri. Two  children  are  the  result  of  this 
union:     Theodore  G.  and  James  B.,  Jr. 


EMMETT  E.  RICHARDS,  M.  D. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, located  in  Tarkio,  Atchison  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  is  E.  E.  Richards,  the  subject 


of  this  sketch,  a  graduate  of  Washington 
Univer.sity,  at  St.  Louis,   in  the    class    of 

1898.  He  was  born  in  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  December  11,  1870,  a  son  of 
Judge  John  and  I-llizabeth  (Hays)  Rich- 
ards, the  former  of  whom  was  a  prominent 
and  well  known  pioneer  of  this  county,  who 
was  liorn  in  Wax-ne  county,  Ohio.  Five 
sons  and  \\xii  (lau,i;iUers  were  born  to  the 
parents  of  our  subjecl,  F-.  E.  being  the  eldest 
son. 

E.  E.  Richards  received  his  academic 
education  at  Dixon,  Illinois,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  the  scientific  and  l)usiness  courses, 
later  entering  Washington  University,  at 
St.  Louis,  at  which  great  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  1S9S,  \\ilh  various  class  honors, 
and  later  took  a  course  in  hospital  work  in 
that  city. 

Dr.   Richards  was    married,    June    28, 

1899,  near  Linden,  in  this  county,  to  Miss 
Bessie  Cari)enter,  an  educated  and  cultivat- 

'  ed  young  lady,  a  daugiiter  of  C.  H.  Car- 
penter, a  well-known  citizen  of  Buchanan 
township.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his  ac- 
complished wife  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  have  a  beautiful  home  oiii 
College  avenue.     Dr.  Richards'  business  of- 

■  fice  is  pleasantly  located  and  furnished  with 
modern  equii)ments,  instruments  and  medical 
appliances.  He  is  a  great  student  and  takes 
pride  in  his  lilirary,  already  comprising 
many  x'aluable  \olunics,  to  which  he  adds 
e\ery  book  of  merit  upon  his  profession  as 
soon  as  it  appears,  keeping  thus  in  touch 
with  all  recent  discoveries.  May  i,  1900, 
he  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Tarkio,  Missouri.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  ^Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  the 
City  Hospital  Alumni,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
also  of  the  ^Missouri  Valley  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  the  Missouri  Valley. 


EMMETT  E.  RICHARDS 
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JAMES  L.  LAMASTER. 

James  L.  Laniaster,  a  descendant  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  and  one  of  tlie  lead- 
ing farmers  of  Nodaway  count}',  was  born 
January  30,  1843,  '"  Morgan  county,  Ken- 
tucky. He  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (  W'yerman )  Lamaster,  hoth  of 
Kentucky  when  married. 

Elijah  Lamaster,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  of  French  descent  and  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Kentucky.  He  was 
a  very  prominent  man  and  was  well  liked  by 
all  who  knew  him.  His  children  were  :  Ben- 
jamin, the  father  of  our  siibject;  Ambrose; 
William;  Isaac;  and  Lewis,  who  moved  to 
Missouri  and  then  to  California.  Benjamin 
Lamaster  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  where  he 
remained  until  after  his  marriage.  After  the 
fall  of  1859  he  settled  in  Andrew  county, 
MissoiU'i.  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  two 
years.  He  then  bought  a  farm,  which  he 
sold  a  few  years  later  and  moved  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, Missouri,  where  he  ran  au  express 
wagon -until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1889.  In  ]3oIitics  he  was  a  Republican.  Lie 
married  Elizabeth  \A"yerman,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  \\'yerman,  a  miller  and  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. Jacob  Wyerman  died  at  the  age 
of  one  hundred  years  and  left  as  his  chil- 
dren John,  Elizal>eth,  Polly,  Benjamin,  Mar- 
garet, Jemima,  Bunyon,  William,  James, 
Nancy.  Jacksort  and  Sarah.  Mr.  Lamaster 
and  his  wife  had  eight  children,  namely: 
John,  of  Oklahoma  ;  J.  L.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Jemima,  the  wife  of  R.  McMakin; 
Elizal)eth,  who  married  H.  Edwards;  Nancy 
J.,  the  wife  of  John  McCoy;  Elijah,  of  Okla- 
homa; Melvina,  the  wife  of  F.  Hanks;  and 
William,  of  St.  Joseph.  Mr.  Lamaster  was 
seventy-one  yeai's  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
entv-thrce. 


J.  L.  Lamaster,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  ])lace.  He  moved  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Missoiu-i  with  his  parents  when  fif- 
teen years  old  and  grew  up  on  the  Platte 
purchase.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  of  age,  and  in  1861  enlisted 
in  Kimball's  regiment  of  the  state  militia, 
serving  six  months.  In  August,  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Forty-third  Regiment,  Missouri 
X'olunteer  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  western  department.  He  did  good  serv- 
ice looking  after  go\-ernment  pri)])ertv  and 
bushwhackers.  A  portion  of  his  regiment 
was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Glasgow,  but 
the  comjiany  which  ]\Ir..  Lamaster  was  in  was 
nut  cajitured.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge at  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and 
also  his  pay,  June  30,  1865. 

Returning  t<i  Andrew  countv,  he  resumed 
work  iin  his  father's  farm  until  1860,  when 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Nodaway  county.  \\"hen  he  came 
to  this  county  it  was  but  sparsely  settled  and 
the  land  upon  which  he  mox'ed  was  but  little 
improved,  ha\-ing  nothing  but  a  small  log 
cabin  on  it.  In  1867  he  married  and  in  1868 
sold  this  farm  and  bought  an  interest  in  the 
Ilaiuey  place.  He  \v\\\  owns  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres  of  this  ])lace,  and  on  it 
he  has  built  a  comfortable  home  and  com- 
modious barns  and  outljuildings.  Lie  is  a 
self-made  man.  hax'ing  acquired  all  of  his 
[jossessions  by  hard  work  and  perse\'erance. 
He  married  Dicy  C.  Hainey,  who  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  a  daughter  of  James  F.  Hainey, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
i'lalte  purchase.  Lie  was  a  highly  res])ected 
farmer.  Our  subject  owns  the  old  Hainey 
homestead.  Mr.  Hainey's  children  were:  P. 
J.,  a  prominent  man  of  15arnard ;  Abigal, 
the  wife  of  L.  .\dams;  Harriet,  the  wife  of 
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F.  JNI.  Wall;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  J.  Pully; 
Dicy.  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Milford;  Lu- 
cinda,  who  married  William  T.  McMakin ; 
Xancy  C,  the  wile  of  William  Shephard; 
and  Samuel. 

Mr.  Lamaster  had  four  children  by  his 
first  marriage,  namely :  Ida,  who  married 
B.  Gift;  ]\Iary  J\I.,  the  wife  of  H.  Lamaster; 
^^'illiam  T.,  deceased;  Dicy,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Lamaster  died  December  2,  1872.  She  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methcldist 
church.  Mr.  Lamaster  remarried,  January 
I,  1874,  when  Mary  A.  Henderson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  \\'idows  and  Margaret  ( Irvin)  Hen- 
derson, became  his  wife.  Widows  Hender- 
son, Mrs.  Lamaster's  grandfather,  was  a 
l^rominent  physician  and  farmer  of  Ohio, 
where  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  during  the  Civil 
war  became  a  Republican.  He  died  in  An- 
drew county,  Missouri,  where  he  settled  on 
the  Platte  purchase.  His  children  were  Re- 
becca, Anna,  Nelson.  Nnah.  Sally,  Abel, 
Katie,  Widows,  Gilford  and  Mary.  Widows 
1  lendersim,  a  farmer,  was  married,  in  Mis- 
souri, to  Margaret  Irvin.  They  settled  in 
Xodaway  county  in  1866.  Mr.  Henderson 
was  a  strong  Republican  and  served  in  the 
state  militia  for  six  months  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  died  in  Missouri  in  1893.  and  his 
wife,  who  survives  him.  makes  her  home 
with  a  son  in  St.  Joseph,  though  visiting 
aiiKing  the  other  children  very  often.  Mar- 
garet I  Irvin)  Henderson  was  a  daughter  of 
I'rank  Irvin,  who  \\as  of  Irisii  descent  and 
;i  farmer  of  Tennessee.  He  reared  a  large 
number  of  children:  Maskin,  Hampton, 
Kacliel,  Cynthia,  Bet.sy,  Robert,  Eliza.  Mar- 
garet and  James,  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church.  Widows  Hen- 
derson had  six  children,  namely:  E.  W.,  a 
liusiness  man  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri:  Mis- 


souri J.,  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Miller;  Mary  A., 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried W,  Sharp;  Florence,  who  died  young; 
and  Dora  C,  These  parents  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church. 

IVIr.  Lamaster  and  his  wife  have  four 
children,  nameh- :  John  E.,  Walter  S., 
James  L.  and  Arlan  R.  Our  subject  re- 
ceives a  small  pension. 


DA\TD  YEISLEV. 

Da\id  Yeisley,  an  influential  citizen  and 
w  c-!l  known  farmer  of  X^odaway  county,  Mis- 
si  luri,  residing  near  Arkoe,  was  born  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  December  30,  1826.  His 
father,  John  Yeisley.  was  of  German  de- 
scent,- and  resided  in  Pennsylvania.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  moved  to  Ashland  coun- 
ty. Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  piece  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  and  after  clearing  it  began 
farming.  He  tlied  on  the  old  homestead  in 
1842.  A  prominent  Democrat,  he  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  state  hgislature, 
and  was  an  active  worker  in  the  interests  of 
his  part}-.  An  honorable,  intelligent  man, 
he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  married  Saloma  Camera,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  had 
eleven  children,  namely :  George,  Peter, 
Jacob,  Mary,  Philip,  Joseph,  Susan,  David, 
our  subject,  Samuel,  William  and  Sarah, — 
all  of  whom  grew  u]). 

David  Yeisley.  the  sultject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Ashland  county  and  grew  to  manh(X)d  at 
his  parental  home.  In  1848  he  went  to 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  breaking  prairie 
ground.  He  farmed  in  Hardin  county, 
Iowa,  for  several  years,  and  in  1857  moved 
to  Missouri,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  oi  unim- 
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proved  land,  on  which  stood  a  small  log 
cabin,  and  after  breaking  tlie  ground  he  be- 
gan farming.  He  was  a  good  worker  and  it 
was  not  long  until  he  had  a  neat  and  at- 
tractive farm,  of  which  any  one  might  well 
be  proud.  Here  he  raised  stock  and  general 
farm  products  and  became  one  of  the  well 
known  farmers  in  that  vicinity.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  state  militia  during  the  Ci\-il  war.  though 
he  was  not  called  updu  to  ser\'e  in  active 
battles. 

Mr.  Yeisley  has  been  twice  married,  first 
to  Olivia  Elsworth,  of  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
John  Elsworth,  of  New  York  state.  He 
-was  a  farmer  and  trader  and  located  in 
Iowa,  and  in  1857  in  Missouri,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  he  li\ed  until  liis 
-death.  His  children  were  :  Freeman  ;  Dan- 
iel;  Eliza;  Jonathan;  Henr}-;  Hester;  Al- 
myra;  Olivia,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  J.  H.  Smith;  and  Mary  C. 
the  wife  of  T.  Boyston.  Mr.  Yeisley  has  the 
following  children  by  his  first  wife;  Jnhii, 
living  in  W'ashington ;  Mary  S.,  the  wife  of 
C.  Patterson;  Henry  and  David.  His  wife 
died  in  1S65. 

Mr.  Yeislev  remarried  in  1870,  this  time 
wedding  Mrs.  Medina  Clark,  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  Sherer.  Solomon  Sherer  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  but  moved  to 
Ohio,  and  later  to  Indiana,  where  he  Ijought 
land.  Later  he  sold  his  farm  and  movetl  to 
lUiniiis,  thence  to  Iowa  and  later  to  Mis- 
snuri,  where  he  has  since  resided  with  his 
■  daughter.  He  is  now  a  hale,  hearty  old 
gentleman  of  ninety-seven  years.  His  chil- 
(hen  were:  Manassa,  Matilda,  Sino,  Me- 
dina (the  wife  of  our  subject),  Sarah,  Jo- 
siah,  Anna,  Hariet,  Louisa,  Herman,  Hulda 
and  Barbara.  Mrs.  Yeisley  was  the  wife  of 
A.  S.  Pitts,  by  whcm  she  had  two  chiklren, 


— ^Jennie  and  James.  Her  second  husband 
was  James  Rich,  and  they  had  one  son, — 
Nathan.  By  her  third  husband,  Samuel 
Clark,  she  had  one  daughter, — Dora.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yeisley  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren,— Nora  and  ^^'alter. 

Mr.   Yeisley  is  an  honest,  upright  citi- 
zen and  has  many  friends  in  the  county. 


ALBERT  T.  ELLIS. 

In  the  field  of  commercial  activity  Al- 
bert T.  Ellis,  now  deceased,  won  distinction 
and  was  classified  among  the  leading,  in- 
fluential and  honored  citizens  of  Mary\ille. 
He  possessed  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the 
west,  which  has  been  the  dominant  factor 
iri  producing  the  wonderful  development  of 
this  section  of  the  country.  Brooking  no 
obstacles  that  honest  efTort  could  overcome, 
he  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he 
left  the  ranks  of  the  many  to  stand  among 
the  successful  few.  He  was  a  man  of  keen 
discrimination  and  sound  judgment,  and  his 
executive  ability  and  excellent  management 
brought  to  the  concern  with  which  he  was 
connected  a  large  degree  of  success. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  Ijorn  in  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, August  20,  1S43.  'i"<l  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  i)ioneer  families  of 
^ilissouri.  His  father,  Leander  T.  Ellis, 
came  to  this  state  in  1843,  settling  on  the 
Platte  purchase.  He  served  as  the  sheriff 
of  Buchanan  county  and  later  removed 
thence  to  Nodaway  county,  where  he  took  up 
his  abode  about  1848.  Albert  T.  Ellis  was 
the  eleventh  child  in  his  large  family  of 
children.  Although  his  father  was  jiromi- 
nently  identified  with  the  earlier  educational 
interests  of  Nodaway  county,  the  son  was 
denied,  through  force  of  circumstances,  all 
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opportunities  fnr  inteliectiial  advancement  in 
tlie  scliools  lieyond  the  mere  fundamental 
knowledge,  wliich  lie  acquired  before  attain- 
ing; liis  ninth  year.  Broad  reading,  exjieri- 
ence,  observation,  a  retentive  mind  and  active 
connection  with  the  ])racticrd  affairs  of  life, 
however,  brouglit  to  liim  cor.sideralile  knowl- 
edge and  he  became  a  well  informed  man, 
thoroughly'  conversant  with  the  leading 
questions  of  the  day.  When  a  little  lad  of 
nine  summers  he  began  work  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  for  ten  years  he  was  thus  engaged,  earn- 
ing little  more  than  what  sufficed  him  for 
his  livelihood.  His  physical  and  mental 
strength,  however,  were  being  develo))ed  and 
prepared  liim  for  the  arduous  duties  of  busi- 
ness life  in  later  years.  -At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  became  connected  with  mercantile 
interests  and  worked  his  way  upward  until 
he  ultimately  became  one  "of  the  most  prom- 
inent rejiresentatives  of  commercial  pursuits 
in  Maryville.  He  first  entered  the  emplo}'  of 
Adam  Terhune  and  then  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Beal  &  Robinson,  prominent  dry- 
gotxls  merchants,  who  gave  him  fifty  dollars 
per  month.  \Vith  that  firm  he  continued 
three  years,  enjoyii.g  their  confidence  and 
respect  in  an  unusual  degree. 

But  he  was  ambitious  and  wished  to  en- 
gage in  business  for  himself.  He  had  little 
in  the  way  of  capital  save  e.xperience,  but 
he  had  established  j)u1)lic  confidence,  was  en- 
ergetic and  determined,  and.  relying  upon 
these  (|ualities.  which  in  business  life  are 
more  substantial  than  capital,  he  resolved  to 
start  ujion  an  independent  business  career. 
He  chose  a  line  with  which  he  was  entirely 
familiar,  investing  a  few  hundred  dollars  in 
a  stock  of  drugs  and  opening  his  store  in 
1865,  on  the  west  side  of  the  square.  After 
three  years,  in  which  he  became  permanently 
established  in  business,  his  patronage  having 


steadily  increased  throughout  that  periixl,  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  James  B. 
I'rather.  their  business  relations  continuing 
uninteiTuptedly  fnr  a  period  of  twenty-eight 
years,  with  mutual  j^leasure  and  profit.  The 
partnership  was  remarkable  for  its  length  of 
duration,  its  perfect  harmony  and  the  con- 
tinuous and  gratifying  success  which  at- 
tended their  efforts.  Both  partners  were, 
men  of  well  known  reliability  and  possessed 
the  unqualified  confidence  of  the  residents 
of  iNIaryville  and  vicinity.  They  possessed 
unusual  business  sagacity  and  each  was  per- 
sonally qualified  to  meet  the  social  and  busi- 
ness requirements  of  the  other.  They  erected 
a  store  building  just  north  of  the  Xodaway 
\'alley  Bank  building  and  instituted  a  job- 
bing business,  at  the  same  time  conducting 
the  leading  retail  drug  house  in  Maryville, 

As  his  financial  resources  increased  Mr. 
Ellis  made  judicious  investments  in  real  es- 
tate. He  purchased  both  city  and  country 
property,  the  value  of  which  increased  as 
time  advanced,  thus  guaranteeing  the  finan- 
cial independence  of  his  family.  His  proj)- 
erty  holdings  became  extensive,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  land  and  the  buildings  which 
he  erected  he  was  the  owner  of  a  plat  of 
ground  on  Main  street  on  which,  in  1883, 
he  erected  one  of  the  first  brick  residences 
of  the  city,  making  it  his  place  of  abode  un- 
til called  to  the  home  beyond. 

On  the  J  1st  of  December,  1865,  in  Mary- 
ville, Mr.  Ellis  was  iniited  in  marriage  to 
Amanda,  a  daughter  of  John  Allen,  who 
came  to  Xodaway  county  from  Richmond, 
Kentucky.  She  was  born  in  Bloomfiekl, 
Iowa,  in  1850,  and  b\-  her  marriage  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely:  Mrs. 
J.  Woodson  Smith;  Mrs.  E,  S.  Hoyt.  of 
Minneapolis.  Minnesota:  and  Albert  T.,  who 
married  Edna  Jesse  and  resides  in  Minne- 
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^ijxjlis.  He  is  interested  in  the  llaiianio  Tel- 
ephone Company,  of  Maryville. 

Mr.  Ellis  died  March  31,  1890.  He  was 
tall  in  stature  and  when  in  health  weighed 
iiliout  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He 
possessed  unfailing  good  nature  and  a  very 
genial  manner,  and  was  fond  uf  a  practical 
joke.  Some  one  said  of  him,  "Everybody 
liked  Al  EUis,  and  when  he  was  gone  he 
\\as  sincerely  missed."  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  became  a  Knight  Templar.  As  a  citi- 
zen he  was  very  popular.  He  identified  him- 
self with  no  questionable  and  unworthy  en- 
terprises  or  movements,  and  his  patriotic  in- 
terest in  the  town  and  county  was  sincere 
and  permanent.  He  gave  to  every  interest 
<:alculated  to  prove  of  pulilic  benefit  his  earn- 
est .-support  and  co-operation.  I  le  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Democracy  and  of  that 
])artv  was  an  earnest  supporter,  but  never 
Avas  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  With  him 
friendshi])  was  inviolable,  and  his  greatest 
liappiness  was  found  in  the  midst  of  his  fam- 
il\-  at  his  own  fireside. 

Such  in  brief  was  the  life  histor_\-  of  Al- 
bert T.  Ellis.  The  character  of  the  man 
has  been  shadowed  forth  between  the  lines 
of  this  review,  and  in  the  summary  of  his 
■career  we  note  only  a  few  of  the  salient 
points, — his  activity  and  soun<l  judgment  in 
business  affairs,  his  confonuity  to  the  ethics 
<_)f  commercial  life,  his  lo}-ally  to  his  coun- 
try and  his  genuine  friendship  and  regard 
iov  true  worth  of  character.  These  are  the 
qualities  which  made  him  a  \'ahied  citizen  in 
the  communit\'  in  which  he  made  his  home. 


JAMES  SCARLETT. 
James  Scarlett,  a  representative  farmer 
and  pioneer  settlor  of  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, is  a  native  of  Orange  county,   Indi- 


ana, and  was  born  October  20,  1827.  He 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Jemima  (Charles) 
Scarlett.  Joel  Charles,  our  subject's  ma- 
ternal g-randfather,  was  a  well  known  farmer 
of  Indiana,  where  be  owned  considerable 
property.  He  owned  the  land  on  wdiich  the 
famous  resort  of  French  Lick  is  located.  His 
children  were  Azer ;  William,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  while  working  on  his  farm; 
I'.bzabeth  Wilson;  Frankie  Holbert;  Cynthia 
Linnick ;  Jemima,  who  married  Samuel  Scar- 
Irtl.  Samuel  Scarlett,  the  grandfather  of 
(an-  sul)ject,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
born  August  22,  1798,  and  in  an  early  day 
moved  to  Indiana,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing. His  children  were  John,  Samuel,  James, 
\\'illiam.  Stephen,  Elizabeth  and  Virginia. 
Samuel  Scarlett,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Orange  county.  North  Car- 
olina, where  he  received  his  education.  He 
married  and  then  moved  to  Indiana,  and  in 
1 85 J  settled  in  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a 
claim  and  began  farming.  He  died  in  Clar- 
inda  Septemlier  3,  1869,  and  his  loss  was 
greatly  felt,  as  he  was  a  good  citizen  and  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  Methodist  church. 
He  was  married  three  times,  first  to  Jemima 
Dunbar,  who  was  a  widow  with  three  chil- 
fl,-en,— Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Margaret.  She 
liore  him  two  sons,  one  being  William  W.. 
who  went  to  California  in  i860. and  died 
there  in  1899.  He  next  married  Mrs.  Rachel 
llaukins,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Blagraves.  of 
Tennessee.  She  was  born  January  8,  1804, 
and  died  May  24,  1860.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children  by  her  first  marriage,  name- 
Iv:  Elizabeth,  Abraham,  Harrison  and 
David.  Mr.  Scarlett  was  the  father  of  four 
children  by  his  second  marriage,  namely: 
Mary,  the  wife  of  M.  Damewood ;  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  William  Williams:  Samuel,  of 
Colorado;  and  Sarah,  who  married  W.  Reed, 
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of  Iowa.  Mr.  Scarlett  liad  no  children  by 
his  third  wife.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Ann  Reed  and  was  born  April  i8,  1806, 
^^■hile  her  death  occurred  January  19,  1892. 
James  Scarlett,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
place  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  had  grown  to  manhood.  He  farmed 
in  Indiana  until  1853,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
and  moved  to  Iowa,  remaining  there  until 
1863.  He  then  sold  his  property  and  located 
in  Atchisim  cduiity,  where  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and,  after 
making  many  gmid  iniiirovements,  carried 
on  farming  t)n  a  large  scale.  He  handled  a 
great  many  head  of  cattle  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. He  gradually  added  to  his  property 
until  he  was  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  splendidly  cultivated  land.  He 
gave  several  hundred  acres  to  his  children 
and  now  owns  but  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  on  which  he  li\-es.  In  1898  a  cyclone 
struck  his  farm  and  destroyed  all  the  build- 
ings, demolishing  the  orchard  and  fields  and 
leaving  the  place  completely  wrecked.  Mr. 
Scarlett  at  once  rebuilt  his  house  and  barns, 
and,  though  they  are  not  as  elaborate  as  be- 
fore, he  has  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  his 
home.  He  is  a  broad-minded  man  and  keeps 
up  with  all  the  improvements  of  the  day.  He 
■was  a  Democrat  for  many  years,  later  a  Re- 
publican, and  is  now  a  Populist,  liax'ing  held 
several  minor  tnwnshi])  otiices.  Mr.  Scar- 
lett married  Caroline  i'ace,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  .Susan  ( I'oster)  Pace,  who 
were  among  the  earlv  settlers  of  Indiana, 
having  mi)\ed  there  from  Teiuiessee.  ]\Ir. 
Pace  was  a  good  business  man  and  a  leading 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  had 
three  children  by  his  first  wife:  Cynthia, 
the  wife  of  L.  W'inemyer;  John  and  Daniel. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Susan  Fos- 


ter, and  the  following  children  were  born  to- 
them  :  Richard,  of  Iowa ;  William,  who  died 
in  Texas;  \\'esley,  of  Colorado,  who  was 
the  captain  of  a  federal  company;  Elisha 
C,  who  served  in  the  Rebellion ;  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  D.  Hawkins,  who  died  in  Col- 
orado; Caroline,  the  wife  of  <iur  subject; 
]\Iary,  the  wife  of  H.  Scarlett;  Lewis,  a 
Methodist  minister  and  jjrominent  citizen  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska :  and  Elizabeth.  ]\Ir. 
Scarlett  and  Caroline  (  Pace)  Scarlett  were 
the  parents  of  the  foil  iwing  chil  Ire.i :  Rachel, 
born  in  Indiana,  in  1851,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Scarlett,  a  distant  relative;  Susan, 
born  in  Iowa,  in  December,  1833,  is  the 
wife  of  -\.  \'angundy,  of  Nebraska:  Re- 
becca, born  in  Iowa,  in  1855,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Hiiston,  a  Methodist  minister.  Mrs. 
Scarlett  died  in  i860. 

On  the  28th  of  ]\rarch,  1861,  :\lr.  Scar- 
lett was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  \'an- 
gundy,  who  w.ts  liorn  February  5,  1843,  in 
Ross  countv,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Lea  Vangundy,  of  Pennsylvania,  Tier  fa- 
ther was  born  January  13,  1799,  and  was 
twice  married.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1821, 
he  wedded  Margaret  Search,  whose  death 
occurred  July  6,  1833,  and  on  the  iith  of 
January,  1835,  he  was  again  married.  His 
second  wife.  Lea  Vangundy,  was  born  May 
11,1809,  John  Vangundy  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Scarlett,  moved  to  Ross  count}',  Ohio, 
v.diere  he  lived  until  1859,  when  he  located 
hi  Clark  lownshi]),  Atchison  count}-.  lie 
built  a  large  gristmill  at  Milton,  which  he 
ran  for  several  years  and  then  sold  to  a  s<mi. 
He  also  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  He 
was  a  Afethodist  minister  and  in  .Missouri 
was  a  local  preacher.  He  die;l  .\ugust  7, 
1874,  at  Milton,  and  his  death  was  greatly 
iriourned  i)y  all  who  knew  him.  His  second 
wife  died  October  4,    1899,  at  the  age  of 
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ninet}'  year?.  The  children  l)y  his  first  wife 
were :  Jonas,  James.  Jolm,  and  Jane,  wlio 
married  Air.  Cartlich.  a  ]\Ietliodist  minister. 
His  children  by  his  second  marriage  were: 
Samuel,  of  Kansas;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
N.  Little;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject; 
and  William,  a  farmer  of  Atcliison  county. 
By  his  second  marriage  "Sir.  Scarlett  is  the 
father  of  four  children,  namely:  W.  W., 
born  January  14,  1862:  John  (I.,  born  No- 
vember 4.  1863;  Samuel  \'..  born  Xovember 
14,  1865;  and  James  F.,  born  Janu;u-y  12, 
1867.     Air.  Scarlett  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 


JAMES  H.  LEMOX. 

The  adaptability  of  Americans  to  busi- 
ness, to  politics  or  to  warfare  has  1)een  often 
commented  on  by  foreign  writers.  It  is  this 
fitness  for  the  duty  of  the  hour,  -whatever 
form  it  mav  take,  that  makes  the  American 
character  so  strong  and  the  patriotic  com- 
1)ination  of  men  so  characterized  that  ren- 
ders America  so  successful  and  \-ictorious  in 
all  her  undertakings  whether  of  war  or  of 
peace.  The  farmer  soldier  in  t'me  of  war 
becomes  the  farmer  statcsnirm  in  time  of 
peace,  and  he  fights  in  the  political  and 
economic  Isattle  for  general  prosperity  as 
arduously  and  as  patriotically  as  be  fought 
on  the  tented  field.  Among  the  sc.ildier- 
farmers  of  Nodawav  townshi])  none  is  more 
higlily  esteemed  than  the  successful  man 
whose  name  is  aI)o\-e. 

lames  IE  Lemon  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  renns_\-l\ania,  .\ugust  i(>,  1842,  and 
comes  of  a  family  noted  for  sobriety,  indus- 
try, honesty  and  i)atriotism.  He  is  a  son 
of  Elisha  and  Phebe  (Hartnian  )  Lemon  and 
ii  descended,  in  the  paternal  line,  from 
Scotch  and  Quaker  ancestry.  His  father 
v.as  a  farmer  and  served  his  country  as  a 


soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Michael  Hartman.  was  of  that 
s.urdy  Pennsyhania  Dutch  stock  whicli  ha> 
produced  men  and  women  of  ability  through 
many  successive  generations.  His  parents 
were  both  born  near  the  place  of  his  own 
nativitv.  They  bad  six  cliildr-ii,  naiued  as 
follows :  James  1 1. :  Clara,  deceased  ;  .Vman- 
da,  a  resident  of  Illinois:  E.  IE.  living  in 
California;  and  Alartha  S.  and  Charles  \\'., 
of  Good'hope,  Illinois.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  at  Cloodhoi)e,  Illinois,  at  the 
r.ge  of  forty-five  years.  He  was  a  farmer 
b\-  occupation  and  in  politics  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat. Elis  widow  survives,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty  years. 

The  family  moved  out  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  lllinnis  when  James  was  a  mere 
lad,  and  there  he  was  brought  up  at  farm 
work  and  given  such  education  as  was  avail- 
al)le  to  him.  time  and  place  considered. 
.\fter  leaving  the  publ'c  school  at  Prairie 
Citv  he  taught  country  schools  some  time, 
with  good  success,  lb  >w  long  he  might  have 
pursued  this  career  will  never  be  known;  for 
the  Civil  war  began  and  advanced  to  startling- 
proportions,  with  no  pro.spect  of  early  ter- 
mination. The  country  needed  soldiers  and 
President  Lincoln  called  for  "three  hui^.dred 
thousand  more,"  and  young  Lemo:i,  then 
twentv  years  old,  was  one  of  those  who  re- 
sponded. August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  One  Huiidred  a-id  Xinclcenth 
Regiment,  Illinois  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years,  taking  part  in  the  fight- 
ing at  Nashville,  ]\lol)ile  and  Pleasant  Hill, 
accompanying  Banks'  Red  river  expedition, 
and  participated  in  the  warfare  at  Tupelo 
and  Yellow  Bayou.  He  was  hononibly  dis- 
charged from  the  service  as  sergeant  ot  the 
provost  guard.  Eirst  Pirigade.  Third  Di- 
vision, Sixteenth  .\rmy  Corps,  and  with  a 
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record  so  excellent  that  any  snjdier  might 
\vcll  he  pnaul  of  it. 

Returning  to  lllinMis.  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  McDonough  county.  He  mar- 
ried, in  1S69.  Emily  Kautz,  a  daughter  of 
Jacoh  and  Mary  A.  (Walker)  Kautz,  a 
woman  of  much  ahility  and  culture,  who  had 
been  horn  in  Indiana  and  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Illinois  and  had  done  much  good 
work  as  a  teacher.  Jacob  and  Mary  A. 
(Walker)  Kautz  had  .six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  one  of  their  sons,  George, 
had  been  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion in  Mr.  Lemon's  regiment.  Bof^  died 
at  Kingston,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  INIr.  Kautz  was  a  farmer,  a  man 
of  fine  character,  who  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  ?ilrs.  Kautz  was  beloved 
during  her  long  and  useful  life  by  many 
who  had  found  in  her  such  "a  friend  in 
need"  as  is  truly  "a  friend  indeed."  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lemon  have  six  children,  named 
as  follows  in  sec|ueiTce  of  birth:  William 
I'..  Chrndes  W.,  Sadie  K.,  L.  .\my,  Xellie 
J.   and    llervey   Allan. 

Mr.  Lemon  came,  with  his  fanrih-,  to 
Missouri  in  1875  and  located  in  Xodaway 
township.  He  began  farming  in  a  moderate 
way  on  tme  hundred  acres  and  now  owns 
si.x  farms  aggregating  one  thousand  and 
forty  acres  of  rich  and  ])roducti\c  land, 
adapted  to  all  the  pui'poscs  and  demands  of 
farming  in  this  par.  of  the  country  ar.d  well 
eciuipped  with  Iniildings  of  all  kinds  common 
to  farms,  including  windmills  for  drawing 
\\atcr  and  all  other  appliances  and  machinery 
essential  to  successful  cultivation.  He  farms 
and  raises  stock  on  a  goodlv  scale  and  by 
modern  methods,  and  his  management  of  his 
affairs  is  such  that  he  has  been  always  and 
increasingly  successful. 

Mr.  Lemon  is  a  stanch  Republican,  fully 


in  sympathy  with  the  most  advanced  prin- 
ciples of  his  party.  He  has,  since  young 
manhood,  been  an  influential  worker  in  the 
local  iwHtical  field,  having  often  been  a  del- 
egate to  important  party  conventions,  and  in 
1898  the  nominee  of  his  party  to  represent 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  meeting 
defeat,  however,  by  a  strong  combined  Dem- 
ocratic-Populist vote.  He  has  kept  his  old 
army  associations  alive  so  far  as  has  been 
])ossible  by  membership  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Repul)lic.  of  which  he  is  an  ardent 
supporter  in  all  its  aims  anil  interests.  As 
a  justice  of  the  peace  he  has  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  well  and  faithfully  and  won 
reputation  for  the  justice  and  fairness  of  his 
decisions.  He  is  a  de\oted  friend  of  edu- 
cation, a  believer  in  tem])erance  in  all  things 
and  in  all  ways  a  ])ublic-spirite(l  and  helpful 
citizen.  Standing  a  good  six  feet  in  height 
and  well  and  strongly  bu'lt,  he  lioks  ex'ery 
inch  a  sildier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemon  are 
members  of  the  ]\Iethodist  lipiscopal  church. 


j.\MLS  A.  BICKRTT,  M.  D. 

Foremost  among  the  representati\'e  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  stands  the  gentleman  whose  name 
a])])ears  at  the  opening  of  this  sketch.  Well 
e(|uipped.  Isoth  mentally  and  phys;call_\-,  to 
battle  with  the  trials  i)ecul.iar  to  his  profes- 
sion, he  has  managed  to  gain  a  practice, 
uhich  in  itself  speaks  for  his  siiler.did  al)ility 
and  untiring  energy. 

Dr.  I'lickctt  was  born  in  Marion  coun- 
ty. Kentucky,  on  b^ebruary  8,  1838,  a  son 
of  llieromy  J.  and  Cynthia  (  McBey)  Bick- 
ett.  both  natives  of  Kentucky.  He  can  trace 
his  ancestry  back  to  Manfred,  who  went  to 
ICngland  with  William  the  Conc|ueror.  His 
great-grandfather,    .\nthonv    Bickett,    who 
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came  tn  .Vnierica  in  the  cnlmiial  (la_\"s,  served 
in  tlie  war  of  the  I\e\i)luti(jn.  Dr.  Bickett 
has  the  silver  buckles  which  his  great-grand- 
father wure  during  the  battle  of  Yorktown. 
After  the  war  he  settled  in  Maryland,  wliere 
lie  died  some  years  later.  Anthony  Bickett. 
our  subject's  grandfather,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  iNIiss  Ann  Knott  in  Kentucky, 
in  tlie  year  1813.  In  the  Knott  family  was 
J.  Proctor  Knott,  once  go\-ernor  of  Ken- 
tucky and  a  cousin  of  our  subject.  Ann 
Knott  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Frances  (Kay)  Knott,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  1790.  Thomas  Knott,  the  father  of 
Thomas,  was  born  in  England  and  came  to 
America  in  1765.  locating  in  Maryland.  In 
1768  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Hart,  the 
elder  sister  of  Lord  Percy,  who  died  in  1871, 
s.t  his  country  seat,  \\'interton  Castle,  leav- 
ing an  estate  valued  at  eleven  million  i^ounds. 
Anthony  and  Ann  (Knott)  Bickett  were 
the  parents  of  a  large  number  of  children, 
as  follows:  Hieromy  J.,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Thomas.  E\aline,  Pur- 
cilla.  Joseph.  ^\'.  Anthony,  Fanny,  Sarah 
and  Nancy  A.  Fannv  and  Xancy  are  yet 
living,  and  reside  in  Mary\ille.  'Jdie  Bickett 
family  have  always  been  members  of  the 
Catholic  church.  The  Knott  family  were 
Presbyterians. 

Flieromy  J.  Bickett.  the  father  of  our 
subject,  became  a  school  teacher  in  early 
life  and  taught  for  thirty-si.N;  }eai-s.  He 
was  a  highly  educated  man,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  St.  ]\Iary's  College,  in  Kentucky.  He 
iiK.'ved  to  Illinois  and  in  1858  to  Missouri, 
V  here  he  began  farming.  Later  he  sokl  his 
farm  and  began  gathering  evidence  that  he 
■\vas  the  heir  to  the  estate  left  by  Lord  Percy, 
whose  will  read  that  the  estate  was  to  go  to 
the  oldest  heir.  While  in  pursuit  of  this  evi- 
dence Mr.  Bickett  died  at  the  home  of  his 


son  in  Kansas,  October  18,  1884.  at  the  age 
of  se\ent\-nne  years.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  from  this  life  in  1863.  Politically  Mr. 
Bickett  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  never  as- 
])ired  to  oflice.  Our  subject.  James  A. 
Bickett,  being  the  last  heir  to  the  Lord  Percy 
estate,  is  confident  that  in  a  few  years  he 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  estate. 

Dr.  James  A.  Bickett  moved  with  hfs 
parents  to  Illinois,  and  later  to  Missouri, 
and,  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  be- 
gan reading  medicine.  In  tlnise  days  it  was 
the  practice  of  all  students  of  medicine  to 
thoroughly  master  the  science  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  Dr.  Bickett  gave  his  time 
and  attention  tij  the  study-  for  over  sex'en 
years.  Early  in  1861  he  joined  the  militia, 
his  uncle  being  colonel,  and  after  six  months' 
service  became  a  member  of  tlie  Thirteenth 
Regiment  of  the  Missouri  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. This  company  was  assigned  to  the 
western  department  and  their  first  battle  oc- 
curred at  Lexington,  Missouri,  where  ?klul- 
ligan's  command  was  captured.  Within  two 
da}-s  all  were  paroled  and  left  for  their  re- 
spective homes.  Dr.  Bickett  returned  to 
Maryville.  During  the  winter  of  i8()i  the 
company  reorganized  and  took  the  name  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  of  the  Missouri 
\'olunteer  Infantry,  and  were  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Dr.  Bickett  was 
in  the  battle  of  Sliilob,  which  continued  for 
two  days,  their  com|)any  being  the  first  to 
be  fired  upon.  AMiile  acting  as  riding  or- 
derly for  the  brigade  he  was  taken  ill  and 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis,  where  he 
remained  for  twelve  months,  after  which  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  -MaryN-illc.  Missouri. 

In  Maryville  he  resumed  his  studies  and 
also  began  practicing.  In  1865  he  began 
with  Dr.  Dunn,  and  after  receiving  his  cer- 
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tificate  of  registration  went  to  Hamburg, 
where  lie  opened  an  office.  For  tlie  next  few 
years  lie  made  several  changes,  moving  from 
Hamburg  to  Rockport,  where  he  remained 
one  3'ear,  thence  to  Braddyville,  Iowa,  where 
also  he  remained  a  year,  then  back  to  I\Iary- 
ville  for  a  few  months,  next  to  Bridgewater 
for  two  years,  and  in  1872  he  located  in 
Conception,  Nodaway  county,  but  only  re- 
mained one  year  when  he  returned  to  Mary- 
ville.  hut  afterward  again  came  to  Concep- 
tion, where  he  has  successfully  practiced 
ever  since.  He  has  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  all 
in  the  community. 

In  1865  Dr.  Bickett  was  uKirried  to  Miss 
Isabelle  Dunn,  a  daughter  of  J^ulge  Dunn,  of 
Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  but  formerly  of 
Tennessee.  Judge  Dunn  was  a  prominent 
Democrat  and  held  many  ofiices  for  that 
party  while  residing  in  Ir()(|uius  county.  His 
death  occurred  there  in  1S50  a. d  h;  was 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife 
moved  to  Nodaway  counts-  and  ni:ide  her 
home  with  her  son,  Dr.  S.  Al.  Dunn,  of 
Maryville.  It  was  there  ?he  dii-d  in  1870. 
Her  children  were:  Josejjh.  M.  D. ;  Eliza- 
beth: S.  M.,  M.  D. :  T.  J.,  M.  D, ;  l.ucinda, 
now  Mrs.  Buford :  David  W.,  M.  1).;  Jane; 
]\Iartin  V.,  M.  D. ;  IVlary.  n^.w  :Mrs.  Wool- 
sey,  M.  D. :  and  Isabella,  who  is  the  wife  of 
oin-  subject.  She  is  a  cousin nf  John  Mor- 
gan, of  Confederate  fame,  rnid  a  niece  of 
Brigadier  (ieneral  Walker.  Dr.  Bickett  and 
liis  wife  have  been  blessed  with  six  children: 
Mary  H.,  who  is  Mrs.  J.  L.  Kinsela ;  Maud, 
now  Mrs.  William  Helpley;  David  P.,  at 
home;  George  F..  who  married  Catherine 
Simonieg  and  is  now  in  business  at  New 
Conception,  ^Missouri;  blorencc,  who  died  in 
I'ebruarv,  iSgf),  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  and 
J.  h'r.'uiklin,  who  i:.  at  home. 


Dr.  Bickett  is  a  member  of  Post  No. 
473.  C  A.  R..  department  of  ^Missouri.  He 
has  residetl  in  Ncjdaway  county  for  furty 
xc^irs  and  is  one  of  the  most  upright  and 
loyal  citizens  in  the  town  in  which  he  makes 
his  home.  He  is  well,  known  throughout 
the  county  and  is  highly  respected  by  both 
the  young  and   old. 


JOSEPH  JACKSON. 

The  life  of  any  honest  anil  successful  man 
is  interesting  to  the  pe')ple  of  the  community 
in  which  he  li\es.  The  life  of  a  patriotic 
man  is  doubly  so.  The  writer  comes  now 
to  the  consideration  of  the  career  of  one  who 
has  not  only  proven  himself  an  honest  of- 
ficial and  a  successful  man  of  affairs,  but  has 
risked  his  life  and  been  i)ru"tia]ly  shot  awaj' 
for  l()\-e  of  the  stars  and  stripes  and  the 
liuman  libert_\-  which  they  mean  to  all  who 
h.iok  upon  them.  The  recital  of  the  letuling 
incidents  of  his  useful  career  may  serve  to 
bring  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  of  this  gen- 
eration something  of  the  kintlly  and  helpful 
admiration  which  the  loyal  peo])le  of  the 
north  felt  for  the  disabled  or  invalid  sol- 
dier after  the  war  of  th.e  Rebellion,  and  in- 
volves a  reference  to  an  act  of  disinterest  .'d 
friendship  which  might  be  made  the  text  of 
a  lesson  in  Ijrotberly  love  and  kindness. 

Joseiih  Jackson  was  born  i.i  Jefferson 
county,  Ohio,  September  20,  1842,  a  son  of 
i\v:  late  John  Jackson,  who  in  October,  1843, 
located  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  a  mile 
and  a  half  north  of  the  site  of  Maryville.  As 
Mr.  Jackson  was  brought  to  Nodaway  coun- 
tv  an  infant  in  arms  and  has  had  an  unin- 
terrupteil  residence  at  and  near  Maryville  of 
lifty-sexen  years,  he  is  re.garded  as  practic- 
ally, if  not  really,  a  snn  of  the  soil.  The  well 
remembered    and    venerable    pimieer,    John 
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Jackson,  who  was  horn  in  Jefferson  county, 
Oliio,  Octolier  lo,  1810.  lived  nut  his  days 
wliere  he  settled  in  184^^,  dyin"-  January  27, 
1875.  His  father,  also  named  John,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and  went  into  Ohio 
from  Greenbrier  county,  Virginia,  at  a  time 
when  Ohio  was  a  frontier  state,  and  many 
of  the  inconveniences  of  liis  youth  were  en- 
countered again  by  John  Jackson  during  the 
early  j-ears  of  his  residence  in  Missouri.  He 
v»-as  a  poor  man,  able  only  to  buv  a  claim, 
which  he  entered  later,  and  ])r()\-i(led  for  his 
family  while  gaining  a  fnntlmld  as  a  farmer 
in  his  new  home.  His  earlv  experiences 
helped  him  to  meet  the  trials  and  emergencies 
as  they  came,  and  he  possessed  a  faculty  for 
inventing  a  way  of  doing  things  in  which 
he  had  ni)t  had  previous  experience  and 
which  could  not  lie  accomplished  by  means 
at  hand  in  a  manner  cretlitable,  if  crude  and 
|)rimitive,  and  he  liad  a  great  force  which 
lay  in  his  physical  strength  and  a  strong  men- 
tality. Had  he  had  the  advantage  of  educa- 
tion and  the  opportunities  of  a  later  day  he 
woukl  ha\e  been  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  the 
first  treasurer  of  Nodawa)^  county.  His  wife 
was  Harriet  Dunn,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Dunn,  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  who  died 
aged  seventy-three  years,  in  July,  1892.  The 
children  of  John  and  Harriet  (Dunn)  Jack- 
son were:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  I.ogan  Holt, 
of  j\Iary\-i],le,  Missouri;  Jose])li ;  Louisa,  the 
v/ife  of  William  E.  Trueblood,  of  Mar},'ville, 
Missouri:  Rachel,  now  'Mrs.  James  H.  Bent- 
Icy,  of  Osceola,  Missouri:  lienton,  of  N^el- 
son,  Nebraska;  Phrona,  the  wife  of  W.  H. 
Hawkins,  of  Maryville.  Missouri ;  .\da,  who 
married  Charles  Manning  and  resides  at 
Hermitage,  Missouri;  and  Oliver,  of  Olney, 
Colorado. 

Jo.seph  Jackson    was    purelv   a    country 


youth  prior  to  tlie  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  acquired  little  knowledge  of  books 
that  he  did  not  get  from  the  country  schools, 
but  possessed  an  active  mind  and  a  perfect 
physical  organization,  just  the  equipment  re- 
quired for  a  good  and  efficient  soldier.  In 
1861  he  joined  Kemble's  regiment  of  ^[is- 
souri  troops  for  six  months,  and  served  his 
entire  time  of  enlistment  in  the  state.  lie 
re-enlisted  in  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment, 
Missouri  state  militia,  and  in  October,  1863, 
entered  the  volunteer  service  of  the  United 
States  by  enlistment  in  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment of  Missouri  Ca\alrv.  wliich  was  at- 
tached to  Hatch's  brigade  in  the  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  in  1864  was  in  the  com- 
mand of  General  James  H.  Wilson,  imder 
General  Ge(jrge  ]1.  Thomas,  at  Gra\-el 
Springs,  Alabama.  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin  and  Xashville,  and  in  the 
last  mentioned  famous  engagement  he  was 
twice  wounded  while  charging  a  Confederate 
battery  at  Spring  Hill,  receiving  a  shot  in 
the  right  arm  and  losing  his  right  leg.  He 
was  sent  to  the  F"rankljn  hospital  and  re- 
moved, when  occasion  was  prese.ited,  to- 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, and  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  turn.  From  the  last  named 
place  he  was  furloughed  and  [jermitted  to  go 
home  to  regain  his  health  if  possijjle.  He 
reported  at  the  hosi)ital  again  for  dutv  in 
May,  1865,  and  was  discharged  from  the 
service  as  orderly  sergeant  of  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Regiment,  Missouri  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, July  3,  following,  and  mustered  out 
with  that  rank. 

Upon  his  return  home  Mr.  Jackson's  dis- 
ability incapacitated  him  from  the  work  to 
which  he  was  reared,  and  he  was  for  a  short 
time  without  employment.  As  an  act  of 
friendship  for  him  Dr.  (j.  B.  b'ord,  the  conn- 
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ty  clerk  of  X<xla\vay  county,  resigned  that 
I\Fr.  Jackson  might  he  appointed  to  tlie  office. 
The  county  board  acted  in  accurdance  with 
tile  arrangement  and  Mr.  Jackson  entered 
mxin  his  duties  Septenil)cr  i,  i8r)5.  In  No- 
vember of  tiiat  year  a  special  election  was 
held  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  chosen  for  the  office.  .After  serving 
through  the  remainder  of  tliat  term  he  served 
for  three  full  terms,  of  four  years  each,  be- 
ing elected  in  1866,  1870  and  1874,  his  last 
term  expiring  in  January.  1800.  During  his 
incuml)ency  of  the  clerk's  office,  namelv, 
July,  1873,  he  bought  a  third  interest  in  the 
l)rivate  bank  of  Fisher  &  French,  and  thus 
his  connection  with  the  financial  matters  of 
Nodaway  county  began.  In  1876  Mr.  Fisher 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partners  and 
the  Farmers'  Bank  was  organized  and  took 
the  place  of  the  original  institution.  In  1884 
the  First  National  Bank  of  ]\Iaryville  came 
into  existence  and  superseded  the  Farmers' 
Bank.  It  was  capitalized  at  one  hundred 
thousa;ul  dollars  and  ofticered  as  follows: 
Joseph  Jackson,  president;  J.  C.  Terhune, 
cashier:  and  William  Perdew,  J.  W.  Lamar, 
Charles  E.  Carr  and  the  president  and  cash- 
ier as  the  board  of  directors.  The  business 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and  of  its  pred- 
ecessors lias  been  of  great  volume.  The 
])ersonnel  of  its  officers  and  directors  has 
been  a  guarantee  i>f  its  stabililv  and  a  iusti- 
fication  of  the  uni\-ersal  cnntidencc  in  it.  Its 
deposits  have  increased  in  a  ratio  commen- 
surate with  the  business  of  the  ountv  and 
anmunt  in  three  hundrcil  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  while  its  sin-plus  is  twenty  thousand 
dnllars. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  married,  in  Nodaway 
cnuniy,  .\pTil  29,  1866,  to  Amanda,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Sarah  (Murphy) 
I'rovles.  formerlv  of  Tennessee.     The  chil- 


dren of  this  union  are:  Lola,  the  wife  of 
James  !•".  Colby,  of  Maryville;  Mary,  who 
married  Paul  Ream,  of  Maryville;  Laura, 
now  Mrs.  Miles  G.  Saunders,  of  Pueblo, 
Colorado:  Miss  Nellie  Jackson  and  Joseph 
F.  Jackson. 

The  Civil  war  had  much  to  do  with  shap- 
ing the  politics  of  Mr.  Jackson.  He  learned 
something  of  Democracy  from  his  father, 
but  the  events  of  later  years  convinced  him 
tb.at  the  party  of  Fremont  was  the  one  be 
should  espouse.  He  cast  his  first  vi  ite  for  the 
Republican  ticket  and  has  remained  steadfast 
to  the  Republican  faith.  Since  bis  retire- 
ment from  the  office  of  county  c]eid<  he  has 
had  no  acti\-e  connection  with  ])iilitics.  His 
time  is  devoted  to  his  bank  and  its  affairs, 
and  no  other  interests  command  his  atten- 
tion. 


J.\MFS  II.  WORKM.\X. 

There  is  no  man  in  Nodaway  county 
more  deserving  of  a  place  in  such  a  record  as 
this,  than  the  prominent  citizen  whose  name 
is  above,  an  account  of  whose  career  will  be 
read  with  interest  and  profit.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  progressive  and  enterprising  of 
the  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Nodaway  town- 
ship, bis  postoffice  being  Maryville. 

Mr.  Workman  was  born  in  the  Iloosier 
state,  forty-eight  \-ears  ago,  a  son  nf  b'b'i 
Workman,  who  came  to  Nodaway  cmmty 
more  than  forty  years  ago.  John  Workman 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  December  12. 
181 5,  a  son  of  Philip  Workman,  who  also 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  had  a 
brother  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Their 
grandfather  was  born  in  Germany,  of  Ger- 
man stock.  John  Workman  was  reared  in 
North  Carolina  ;it  farm  work  ;is  t'ound  on  a 
North   Carcilina    farm,   .-md    was   taught   the 
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capital  value  of  honesty  and  industry.  He 
was  married  September  21,  1834.  to  El  za- 
beth  jNIotley,  a  woman  oi  o(iod  famil\-.  She 
was  a  good  wife  and  helpmeet  to  him  fur 
over  half  a  century.  She  was  burn  and 
reared  in  Xorth  Carolina  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-se\'en  years. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  John  Workman 
removed  to  Lee  county,  Virginia,  where  he 
lived  for  a  year,  then  went  to  iMonroe  coun- 
ty, Indiana.  There  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1859,  when,  with  teams'  and  covered 
wagons,  he  removed  his  wife,  children, 
household  goods  and  stock  to  X'odaway 
county,  iMissouri,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  li\es.  The  children  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (  Whitley )  \\"orkman  were : 
William,  of  Xi)da\\a_\-  tnwnship:  John,  of 
Bates  CDunt}',  iMissouri;  Ii)avid.  of  Noda- 
way county;  James  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  George,  of  Xodawa_\'  township; 
Francis,  of  Nodaway  count}-,  and  Joseph 
Thomas,  of  i\Iary\ille.  Their  daughters 
who  ha\e  died  were;  Nancy  01i])hant,  who 
died  in  Indiana  and  left  two  children, — Sa- 
rah Montague  and  Parthenia  (Jriffin, — the 
latter  having  a  home  with  her  i)aternal 
grandfather,  John  \\'orkinan ;  iMrs.  iMar- 
garet  Burcli.  whij  died  in  this  t(_)wnsliip  and 
left  three  children;  and  Mrs.  Celia  Carmich- 
ael,  who  died  in  Union  township  and  left 
ten   children. 

James  H.  \\'orkman  was  only  six  years 
old  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
from  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  to  the  Work- 
man homestead  in  Nodaway  county.  There 
he  was  brought  up  to  manhood,  plowing  and 
seeding  and  cultivating  and  harvesting  and 
caring  for  stock.  ?Ie  seems  to  have  been  a 
born  stockman,  for  he  cannot  remember 
when  he  did  not  like  stock  and  enjoy  attend- 
ing to  it.     This  liking  has  been  a  source  of 


much  profit  to  him  in  his  maturer  years. 
Educational  advantages  in  Nodaway  coun- 
ty were  very  limited  in  the  pioneer  days.  iNlr. 
Workman  attended  school  as  he  coulil  find 
time  from  work,  in  an  old  log  schoolhouse 
with  a  stone  fire-place  and  stick  chimney  and 
slab  benclTes.  The  teachers  were  scarcely 
more  creditable  than  the  building,  judged 
by  n:o(leni  standards,  yet  they  were  well 
meaning  and  faithful  and  did  much  good  in 
their  day  and  generation.  iNlr.  Workman's 
education,  obtained  under  such  disadvan- 
tages, was'  necessarily  limited,  but  he  has 
found  it  very  useful  and  has  added  to  it  by 
practical  experience  and  by  reading  and  ob- 
servation tmtil  he  is  a  very  well  informed 
man.  He  continued  with  his  father  until  he 
was  twenty-two  }-ears  old  and  tlien  torik  up 
the  work  of  im].)ro\-ing  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  li\'es.  It  is  located  near  a  stream 
and  presents  the  di\crsified  features  of  l.iot- 
tom  land  and  upland,  timber  land  aiid  prairie 
land,  and  it  includes  fields  well  adapted  to 
raising  grain  of  all  kinds  and  blue  grass  and 
other  pasture  land ;  it  is  provided  with  good 
buildings  and  all  necessary  appliances  for 
profitable  operation,  and  is,  altogether,  a 
valuable  jiroperty,  of  which  Mr.  ^^'orkman 
has  reason  to  lie  proud  when  he  remembers 
that  he  redeemed  it  from  a  state  of  nature. 
Besides  raising  and  marketing,  at  top  prices, 
about  every  kind  of  produce  usually  grown 
in  this  vicinity,  he  keeps  a  large  number  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  and  makes  a  marked 
success  of  that  branch  of  his  enterprise. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  18S1,  Air,  Workman 
was  married  to  Miss  .\melia  Griflith  by  Rev. 
H.  C.  Bolen,  a  minister  of  the  ?*Iethodist 
Episcopal  church  well  known  to  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  Nodaway  county.  Mrs.  Workman's 
father,  Washington  H.  Griftith.  was  a  native 
of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  who  made  a 
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liome  in  Missouri  and  tliere  married  Miss 
Betlilimite  Kine,  a  native  of  Xirth  Caro- 
lina, wlio  was  reared  in  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Griffith  had  seven  children :  Amanda. 
AustraHa,  Baxter,  Bascom.  George  \V., 
Thomas  J.  and  \\'arren  M.  ;\Irs.  Griffith  died 
when  Mrs.  Workman  was  a  girl  of  fourteen, 
iind  Mr.  Griffith  survived  until  1899.  dying 
ac  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three.  He  was 
a  farmer,  a  Methodist  and  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Workman  have  two  sons :  Charles 
O.,  horn  June  16,  1885.  and  Eugene,  born 
February  11,  1888.  Mrs.  Workman  is  a 
member  of  the  Methotlist  church.  Mr. 
Workman  is  a  Democrat,  influential  in  local 
politics  and  devoted  to  the  principles  of  his 
party.  He  is  public-spirited  to  an  unubual 
degree  and  is  no  less  useful  as  a  citizen  than 
successful  as  a  man  of  affairs. 


BALEY  H.  KIXDER. 

Baley  H.  Kinder,  who  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  \aluable  farm  land 
in  Atchison  township,  Xodaway  county,  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  resi)ected  residents 
of  that  portion  of  the  state.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  well  informed  on  the  topics 
of  current  interest  and  lends  his  active  sup- 
port to  all  worthy  objects  having  in  view  the 
development  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Kinder  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
Kentucky,  June  17,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  F.  and  Kittie  A.  (  Hudgens)  Kinder. 
The  father  was  of  Gemian  descent,  but  was 
reared  in  Kentucky  and  resided  in  that  state 
until  after  his  marriage,  when,  with  an  ox 
team,  he  traveled  to  Missouri.  For  three 
years  he  was  a  resident  of  Johnson  county, 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  portion 
of  the  state,  locating  there  wh.en  wild  ani- 
mals were  numerous  and  the  huntsman  had 


ample  opportunit}'  of  indulging  his  love  in 
the  sport  of  the  chase.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Kinder  removed  to  the  Platte  purchase  in 
Andrew  county,  where  he  remained  until 
1865,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  X'^oda- 
way  county,  here  spending  his  remaining 
days,  his  death  occurring  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-two years  of  age.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations he  was  a  Whig.  His  widow  survived 
him  until  March  30,  1892,  and  she  passed 
away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eightj'-'.hre.; 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Letitia,  who  married  D. 
B.  Ferguson,  of  X'odaway  county;  Talitha, 
the  wife  of  Robert  Patterson,  of  Holt  coun- 
ty, Missouri;  and  Baley  H.,  of  this  review. 
Mr.  Kinder,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  came  with  his  parents  to  Missouri  in 
1837,  and  his  early  life  was  a  highly  inter- 
esting one.  When  he  was  not  herding  cattle 
he  spent  his  time  hunting  and  fishing  and 
in  roaming  through  the  woods  or  over  the 
prairies.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  that  day  and  by  home 
reading.  He  was  a  very  industrious  and 
ambitious  young  lad,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  herd  of 
sheep  and  cattle.  He  lived  for  a  number  of 
years  with  his  brother-in-law,  and  in  1861 
he  entered  the  Confederate  army,  under  the 
command  of  Sterling  Price,  remaining  with 
the  southern  troops  until  the  war  was  ended. 
He  saw  much  hard  fighting,  being  engaged 
in  the  battles  of  Blue  Mills,  Lexington,  Hel- 
ena, Cane  Hill,  Little  Rock,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Pea  Ridge  and  Shreveport.  After  leaving 
the  service  he  returned  to  his  home  and  has 
has  since  resided  in  Nodaway  county.  Hav- 
ing not  always  enjoyed  good  health,  he  has 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  traveling  over  Ar- 
kansas, Kansas,  the  Indian  Territory,  Okla- 
homa and  Texas.     All  his  acreage   is    well 
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improved  and  in  excellent  condition.  It  is 
devoted  to  general  farming,  and  in  his  Ijusi- 
ness  affairs  Mr.  Kinder  has  pruspered. 

In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Isabelle  Gra}',  a  lady  of  intellect  and 
good  family,  who  was  born  July  31,  1848, 
in  Noble  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
James  Gray.  Her  father  was  a  well  known 
citizen  of  that  county.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 11,1819,  "^"J  lis  married  ]"iachel  Haines, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio.  ^\\\  and  Mrs.  Gray 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
]\Irs.  Sarah  J.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Isabelle  Kinder, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Slianklin,  Mrs.  Louisa 
Shaw,  Jdhn  \\'.,  INIrs.  ]Mary  Patterson, 
David,  Clark,  Charles  M.,  Mrs.  Rachel  Mor- 
rell,  ^Irs.  Dora  E.  Snoderly  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Pollock.  ^Irs.  Gray  died  at  the  age  of  for- 
ty-one years,  but  Mr.  Griiy  is  still  li\'ing,  a 
member  of  the  ^Methodist  church.  His 
grantlparents,  Robert  and  Ann  Murdock,  re- 
sided in  Pennsylvania  at  the  time  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  on  horseback  his  grand- 
mother swam  the  ^Monongahela  river  with 
two  of  her  children,  one  in  her  lap  and  one 
behind  her,  in  order  to  get  away  from  the 
Indians.  She  reached  the  block-house  in 
safety  and  there  aided  in  running  bullets  for 
the  nien  who  were  engaged  in  protecting  the 
fort. 

Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Kinder  ha\-e  been 
born  seven  children:  Cora  \.,  who  was 
born  November  30,  1868,  and  is  the  wife  of 
D.  Garrett;  Emma  L.,  who  was  born  March 
22,  1870,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  McDer- 
mott;  James  P.,  who  was  born  December 
2,  1871,  and  is  now  decea.sed ;  Kitty  M., 
who  was  liorn  August  3,  1877,  and  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  W'illiam  Ross;  an  infant 
who  was  born  December  3,  1881,  and  has 
also  passed    away:    Mabel,  born  June    30, 


1884;  and  Oakley  E.,  born  June  24,  1886. 
The  living  children  are  all  residents  of  Atch- 
ison township,  Nodaway  county.  There  is 
but  one  grandchild,  Everett  N.  Garrett,  who 
is  now  four  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Kinder  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  In  his 
political  affiliations  Mr,  Kinder  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  is  a  very  popular  man  in  Atch- 
ison township. 


STEPHEN  H.  KEMP. 

In  the  business  circles  of  ^laryville 
Stephen  H.  Kemp  occupies  a  position  of 
prominence,  being  the  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  His  father,  Matthew  Kemp, 
was  a  jDioneer  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  removing 
to  that  state  from  Clayton,  Adams  county, 
Illinois'.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  davs 
in  Iowa,  following  the  occu])ati()n  of  farm- 
ing up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1871.  He  was  twice  married^  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Rhoda  (Ham) 
Smith,  and  b}^  their  luiion  were  l)orn  the 
following  named:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Plarvey  jMiller,  of  Maryville;  and  Stephen  H. 
Kemp,  of  this  review.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were  David,  who  is  living  in 
Hancock  county,  Illinois;  Samuel,  of  Hutch- 
inson, Kansas;  and  Mrs.  Ella  Carter,  of 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Stephen  IT.  Kemp  was  born  at  Clayton, 
Illinois,  on  the  20th  of  June,  i860,  but  spent 
liis'  boyhood  days  on  an  Iowa  farm.  In 
the  springtime  he  took  his  place  in  the  fields 
arid  aided  in  the  plowing.  When  crops  were 
ripe  he  assisted  in  the  harvest  fields  and  thus 
his  time  passed  through  the  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  season  he  pursued'  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools.  His  business 
experience  aside  from  the  farm  was  begun 
at  Camp  Point,  Illinois,  where  he  served  as 
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a  salesman  in  the  store  of  George  \V.  Cyrus. 
Subsequently  he  accepted  a  clerkship  for  the 
firm  of  Pratt  &  Blood  in  tiie  dry-sjuods  busi- 
ness at  Camp  Point,  remaining  with  that 
house  until  the  year  1884,  wlien  he  came  to 
Nodaway  county.  He  had  a  brother-in-law- 
living  here  and  this  induced  him  to  seek  a 
home  in  northwestern  Missouri.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming  southwest  of  Maryville, 
entering  into  partnership  with  O.  E.  Ross, 
for  his  financial  resources  were  limited,  and 
this  enabled  him  to  gain  the  necessar\-  ma- 
chinery and  other  equipments  for  the  farm. 
His  lal)ors,  however,  brought  him  some  cap- 
ital and  he  purchased  a  team  and  eventu- 
ally became  the  owner  of  a  farm,  for  which 
he  paid  on  the  installment  plan,  lie  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations  there  for 
three  years  and  then  decided  to  aband.)n  the 
business,  locating  in  Mar\\ille.  where  he  was 
first  employed  in  ll-.e  Ixn.k  store  of  Fred 
Hastings,  acting  as  clerk  there  for  a  year. 
On  the  expiration  uf  that  period  he  was  of- 
fered the  position  of  lionkkeeijer  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  on  the  ist  of  July.  1893. 
he  was  promoted  as  cashier  of  the  institution, 
as  successor  to  Horace  Richmond,  and  early 
in  1894  became  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors.  He  is  a  pojiular  bank  official  and 
his  efiforts  ha\'e  contriljuted  in  no  small  de- 
gree to  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  He 
is  very  careful  and  reliable  in  the  conduct 
of  the  business  intrusted  to  him  as  cashier. 
and  his  safe,  conservati\e  ])olicy  has  com- 
mended him  to  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  with  whom  he  is  associated. 

Mr.  Kemp  has  been  twice  married.  In 
Carthage,  Illinois,  on  the  2d  of  September, 
1882,  he  wedded  Miss  Anna  Ross,  who  died 
July  27,  1888,  leaving  a  daughter,  Jean. 
On  Christmas  day  of  1890,  he  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Lillian, 


a  daughter  of  George  R.  E]jperson,  of  Gra- 
ham, Missouri.  Five  children  grace  this 
union,  namely :  Larue,  George,  Ilene,  Greta 
and  Joseph.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Kemp  is  a  Republican  and  has  .served  for 
one  term  in  the  city  council  of  Maryville, 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public 
office,  his  business  affairs  claiming  his  entire 
attention. 


EDWARD  M.  WHITE. 

This  gentleman.  largel_\-  interested  in  and 
identified  with  several  branches  of  business, 
is  considered  the  leading  busine.s,s  man  of 
Atchison  county.  A  prominent  merchant, 
banker,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  he  has  be- 
come known  throughout  the  county  as  a 
man  of  great  keenness  of  perception  and 
business  ability.  He  was  born  in  Henry 
county.  Illinois,  October  22,  1848,  a  son  of 
Abraham   and   Alartha    (Hubbard)    White. 

Isaac  White,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  nati\"e  of  New  York.  He  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  the  same  state  and  it  was 
there  they  passed  all  of  their  lives.  They 
were  the  ])arents  of  the  following  children, 
namely:  William;  Ellen:  Eunice,  first  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  R<igers  and  later  to  a  Mr.  Bald- 
win; Abraham  C.  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Egbert  and  Isaac  B.  They  were  attendants 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Abraham  White, 
our  subject's  father,  remained  in  New  York 
until  1840,  when  he  voted  for  William  Hen- 
ry Harri.son.  He  then  moved  west,  locating 
in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  bought 
a  farm,  which  he  successfully  conducted. 
While  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
railroad  was  being  constructed  he  furnished 
some  timber  and  did  some  teaming  for  the 
cfimpany.  In  i860  he  made  some  i)rospect- 
ing  trips   west  and  bought  some    land    in 
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snutlieni  ^li.ssDuri.  In  iS68  he  bouglit  some 
land  in  Atchison  connty,  and  while  he  did 
not  move  to  this  state  for  a  numljer  of  years 
he  made  many  trips  back  and  fortli  and  spent 
considerable  time  in  Missouri  looking  after 
his  property.  After  his  wife's  tleath,  \lv. 
White  sold  the  old  homestead  and  made 
Atchison  county  his  permanent  home.  He 
bought  large  tracts  of  land  and  at  one  lime 
owned  sixteen  hundred  acres.  ^Ir.  White  did 
not  lend  his  money  but, always  made  good, 
careful  investments  and'  became  a  very  suc- 
cessful'farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  helped 
organize  banks  at  Tarkio,  Westboro  and 
the  Farmers'  Bank  at  Fairfax,  and  was  a 
large  stockholder  in  all  of  them.  In  his  de- 
clining years  Mr.  A\'hite  was  a  great  traveler, 
visiting  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1878,  Mexico 
and  other  southern  places  on  his  return  from 
Paris,  and  in  1894  made  a  trip  to  California, 
where  he  invested  in  a  large  tract  of  land. 
He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  winters  in  that 
state,  and  later  visited  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
including  Honolulu.  He  died  in  California, 
-Vpril  15,  1898.  Politicall)-  he  was  a  Pe- 
publican,  but  nex'er  sought  pnlitical  prefer- 
ment. 

Mr.  White  married  Martha  Hubbard,  a 
daughter  of  Judathan  Hubbard,  a  descend- 
ant of  an  honored  and  old  New  England 
family  and  residents  of  Connecticut  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  a  tanner  by 
trade,  and  in  1838  went  to  Illinois,  where 
he  bought  land  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer.  He  died  in  that  state,  in  December, 
i860,  and  his  wife  later  moved  to  Missouri, 
where  she  lived  up  to  the  time  of  her  death. 
which  occurred  in  May,  1880.  They  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
Their  children  were  Martha,  the  mother  of 
our  subject;  and  Harriet,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C. 


White  had  two  children:  E.  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  ;  and  James  R.,  a  farmer  of 
Iowa  and  Missduri,  who  spends  a  great  ileal 
of  time  in  California. 

Edward  PI.  White,  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the 
])ublic  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Ke- 
wanee,  Illinois.  In  the  year  1869  he  moved 
II,  Missouri,  and  after  taking  an  interest  in 
h.is  father's  business  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  In  1872  he  married,  but 
continued  in  business  with  his  father  until 
1883,  when  he  received  his  share  and  began 
business  for  himself.  He  owns  over  a  sec- 
tion of  land,  all  of  which  is  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  The  hou.se,  barns  and  out- 
buildings are  large,  with  all  modern  conven- 
iences, and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
slate.  He  becaiue  interested  in  a  creamery 
at  Tarkio,  uf  which  he  was  a  large  stock- 
holder and  succeeded  in  establishing  it  on  liis 
own  farm.  It  is  conducted  by  himself  and 
son-in-law,  R.  L.  Dills.  They  milk  as  many 
as  seventy  head  of  cows,  and,  with  the  milk 
bouglit  from  other  farmers,  carry  on  a  large 
and  lucrative  business.  In  1884  Mr.  \\'hite 
helped  organize  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Fair- 
fax, in  which  he  is  a  large  stockholder  and 
III  which  he  is  the  vice-president.  They 
started  with  a  capital  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  have  since  increased  it  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  They  have  undivided 
profits  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  and 
the  bank  is  considered  one  of  the  luost  solid 
institutions  in  the  county.  In  1897  Mr. 
White  bought  a  large  brick  block  and 
started  a  store  of  general  merchandise,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Hayes,  Rhoades  & 
White.  In  1899  the  firm  name  read 
Rhoades  &  White,  and  now  ]\Ir.  White  is 
the  sole  owner.  He  carries  a  large  stock 
of  general  merchandise  and  the  store  is  well 
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patronized  by  the  residents  of  Fairfax  and 
the  farmers  in  the  community.  His  home 
is  but  three  miles  northeast  of  Fairfax,  and 
ic  is  there  he  entertains  his  numerous  friends. 

Mr.  Wliite  married  Adaline  M.  Muinch 
in  1872.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1852, 
a  daughter  of  G.  F.  Muincli.  who  came  to 
tliis  country  when  his  daughter  was  very 
young,  locating  in  Atchison  county.  He  is 
a  prominent  farmer  near  Rockport,  this 
county,  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church 
and  is  respected  by  all.  His  children  are 
Fannie  E.,  Adaline  M.  (the  wife  of  our 
subject),  Pauline  C,  Lewis  H.,  Gustavus, 
Charles  and  Ida  M. 

Edward  White,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  the  father  of  ten  children,  namely:  Olive 
H.,  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Dills,  a  partner  of  Mr. 
White  in  the  creamery  business;  Augusta 
E.,  Stella,  Orville,  Elmer,  the  twins  Austin 
and  Agnes,  Walker,  Elsie  and  Edward.  The 
family  are  attendants  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  Mr.  White  has  been  an 
elder  for  several  years  and  is  at  present  the 
Sabbath-school  superintendent.  Mr.  White 
is  a  Republican,  and.  while  he  has  always 
been  greatly  interested  in  politics,  has  never 
cared  to  hold  any  office.  He  is  a  charitable 
man  and  has  man}'  warm  friends  in  the 
count)'. 


AMBROSE  N.  GILLUM. 

One  of  the  prominent  and  successful  ag- 
riculturists of  Atchison  county,  Missouri, 
who  is  also  entitled  to  honor  as  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  is  Ambrose  N.  Gillum,  the 
subject  of  this  sketcii.  He  was  born  in  Pike 
county,  Illinois,  February  2,  1845,  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  He  was  the  son  of 
David  and   Melissa    (Harris)    Gillum,   the 


former  of  New  York,  the  latter  of  Indiana. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Benjamin  Gillum,  who,  for  services  per- 
formed in  the  war  of  1812,  when  he  fought 
under  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  was 
given  a  land  warrant.  He  spent  his  last 
days  in  Pike  CDunty,  Illinois.  His  wife  was 
a  Pennsylvania  German.  The  name  of  Gil- 
lum is  of  English  origin,  while  Llarris  is  of 
Welsh  derixation. 

David  Gillum,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Indiana,  but  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Illinois  before  he  had  reached 
manhood.  He  continued  with  them  until 
he  had  reached  his  majority,  then  manied 
and  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  work,  re- 
maining in  Adams  county  until  he  enlisted  in 
the  army  during  the  C'w'il  war.  He  entered 
the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry,  remaining  un- 
til shattered  health  compelled  him  to  obtain 
an  honorable  discharge.  He  was  in  the  Red 
river  campaign^  where  the  exposure  and 
hardship  caused  disease  from  which  he  never 
recovered,  he  dying  February  7,  1865.  In 
earl)^  life  he  had  voted  with  the  Democrats, 
but  had  a  great  admiration  for  President 
Lincoln  and  cast  his  last  vote  for  him. 
Both  he  and  his  worth}-  wife  were  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Methodist  church,  she 
surviving  him  until  April,  1876. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Harris,  a  prominent  physi- 
cian of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  known  far  and 
wide  for  his  charities.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Dunkard  church,  a  good  and  pious  man. 
His  children  were:  W'illiam;  Melissa,  who 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject;  Homer, 
Ellen,  Sophronia  and  Flora.  The  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Gillum  numbered  ten 
children,  as  follows :  Our  subject,  who  was 
the  second;  Alphro,  a  physician  who  died 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


543 


in  Illinois  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  forty-three; 
Albertus,  deceased;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Stone; 
Mrs.  MaryLilla;  Lucy,  deceased;  Mrs.  Ellen 
Waters;  Hugh  D.,  deceased;  Charles,  who 
served  for  five  j-ears  in  the  United  States 
army;  and  Seth,  employed  on  a  railroad  at 
Cairo,  Illinois. 

L'ntil  November,  1863,  our  subject  re- 
sided at  his  home,  assisting  his  father,  whose 
health  was  delicate.  He  then  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  entering  the  Twelfth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  serving  in  Companies  M  and  H. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  and  saw  much  hard  service.  He  was 
in  the  Red  river  campaign  and  was  under 
fire  for  eighteen  days.  The  regiment  was 
never  in  winter  quarters,  being  constantly 
engaged  in  skirmishing.  He  performed  his 
duties  so  faithfully  that  he  received  promo- 
tion and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  first  sergeant  of  his'  company. 
The  mustering  out  was  accomplished  at 
Houston,  Texas,  and  Mr.  Gillum  was  honor- 
ably discharged  after  two  years  and  seven 
months  of  service  in  his  country's  cause. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Adams  county, 
■  Mr.  Gillum  again  engaged  in  peaceful  pur- 
suits. In  1867  he  married  and  with  his 
faithful  and  willing  wife  began  the  struggle 
tliat  has  resulted  in  the  comfort  and  plenty 
that  now  surround  them.  Believing  that 
greater  opportunities  were  offered  a  poor 
young  man  in  the  west,  he  removed  in  1868 
to  Nebraska,  but  in  March,  1869,  he  settled 
in  Atchison  county,  Missouri.  For  three 
years  Mr.  Gillum  rented  land,  but  in  187 1 
he  was  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres.  He  is 
one  of  the  plain,  sensible  men  who  are  will- 
ing to  work  hard,  asking  odds  of  none,  and 
in  his  little  shanty  on  that  wild  prairie  land 
he  put  some  of  the  hardest  labor  of  his  life. 
For  nine  years  he  improved  this  farm  and 


he  owns  it  yet,  but  in  1881  he  located  upon 
his  present  place.  A  small  frame  house  and 
a  little  tract  of  unbroken  land  constituted 
the  improvements.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Gil- 
lum has  continued  to  improve  the  place,  has 
ercted  a  comfortable  and  commodious  res- 
idence, outbuildings  and  barns,  planted  or- 
chards and  trees  and  has  brought  his  farm 
to  a  very  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  en- 
gages in  a  general  farming  line  and  also 
raises  stock. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gillum  was  to  Miss 
Lucy  L.  Hedden,  born  in  Pike  county,  Illi- 
nois, a  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Frances 
(Gooding)  Hedden,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  former  dying  in  Illinois,  in  1855, 
the  latter  in  1889,  in  Kansas.  They  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  The 
following  children  were  born  unto  them : 
Mrs.  Adeline  Jelleson;  Irminda,  deceased; 
Abraham,  of  Colorado;  Newton,  deceased; 
Mrs.  Mary  Tarr;  William,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Catherine  Petterson;  John,  who  has  also 
passed  away;  Lucy,  who  became  Mrs.  Gil- 
lum; James,  of  Oregon ;  Roscoe,  of  the  same 
state;  and  Sophia,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Moore  and  after  his  death  wedded 
John  Perdum. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillum  reside  in  a  Ijeautiful 
home,  located  on  an  elevation  which  gives 
them  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
They  have  reared  a  number  of  children  and 
have  provided  them  with  every  advantage 
in  their  power  to  bestow.  The  sur\-iving 
cliildren  are  I'^anny  L..  the  wife  of  G.  Wal- 
lace, a  farmer  of  Kansas;  Laola,  now  Mrs. 
Baker;  and  Sanuiel  and  Sophia,  who  are  at- 
tending college  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa. 
Three  children — Mary,  Verda  and  Edward 
— died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillum  are 
valued  members  of  the  Christian  church, 
where  the}^  have  many  appreciative  friends. 
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As  our  suliject  has.  earned  all  he  possesses 
hy  his  own  effort,  assisted  liv  the  wise  coun- 
sel and  clieerful  help  of  his  wife,  they  can 
take  a  pardonable  pride  in  their  possessions, 
and  he  may  feel  assured  of  the  esteem  of  the 
whole  comnuinity.  where  he  has  lived  an 
honest  life. 


JOHX  H.  FULLIXWIDER. 

Missouri  has  often  hecn  referred  to  as  a 
cosmopolitan  state.  It  is  a  refuse  and  a 
home  for  worthy  settlers  from  all  lands:  hut 
it  is  no  less  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  in 
the  American  division  of  its  growing  ix>pula- 
tion  are  found  representative  families  who 
have  figured  as  pioneers  and  as  leaders  in 
the  work  of  emancipation,  enlightenment 
and  development  in  all  periods  of  our  na- 
tional history.  This  fact  has  been  brought 
to  the  mind  of  the  writer,  perhaps  for  the 
hundredth  time,  by  a  consideration  of  the 
genealogy  of  the  |ironiinent  citizen  of  Daw- 
son. Xodaway  county.  Mis.souri.  whose  name 
supplies  the  title  to  this  article. 

John  Houston  Fullinwic'.er  conies  of  an 
old  Kentucky  family,  prominent  in  peace  and 
in  war.  always  patriotic,  always  high  in  the 
public  confidence.  He  was  born  in  a  log 
cabin  at  Crawfordsville.  Indiana,  in  1830,  a 
son  of  Dr.  Sam  FuUinwider.  a  native  of 
Shelby  county.  Kentucky.  1  inec  brothers, 
the  first  of  his  family  and  name  in  .\merica, 
fled  from  Europe  on  account  of  the  religious 
l)€rsecution.  and  the  family,  always  liberty- 
loving,  was  represented  in  the  patriot  army 
during  the  struggle  for  American  inde- 
pendence. Mr.  Fullinwitler"s  father.  Jacob 
FuUinwider.  removed  from  Washington 
county.  Peimsylvania.  to  Shelby  county, 
Kentucky,  where  he  became  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  pioneer  and  In- 


dian fighter  of  the  "dark  and  bloody 
ground."  One  of  his  daughters  was  gener- 
ally conceded  to  be  the  most  beautiful  woman 
in  her  day  in  Kentucky.  She  married  into 
the  Mount  family  and  was  the  mother  of 
CJovernor  Mount,  of  Indiana. 

Dr.  Sam  FuUinwider  received  a  good 
English  and  classical  education,  .studied  med- 
icine and  married  Jane  Houston,  a  cousin 
of  Cieneral  Sam  Houston,  the  liberator  of 
Texas,  and  hail  six  children :  Miriam :  John 
Houston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch :  Xar- 
cissa  X'irginia.  Xancy  Jane.  Catherine  and 
Samuel.  Mrs.  FuUinwider  died  in  1845. 
Dr.  Sam  lived  to  cast  his  vote  for  McKinley 
in  18^6.  and  died  at  Creston,  Iowa,  at  his 
tlaughter's.  Mrs.  Judge  Medill's.  He  re- 
moved to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1836.  when 
his  son,  John  Houston,  was  six  years  old', 
and  was  a  pioneer  physician  and  long  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  town,  which  he 
saw  develo|)  from  a  mere  hamlet  <^if  log 
cabins. 

John  Houston  I'ullinwider.  who  jiassed 
the  years  of  his  infancy  and  early  childhood 
a;  his  birthplace  in  Indiana,  has  a  vivid  recol- 
lection of  the  journey  of  the  family  to  Iowa. 
There  he  was  etlucated  and  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  was  married  at  Kossuth,  Iowa, 
in  1851.  to  Harriet  E.  Harper,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Delilah  (  Hughes)  Harper.  Mrs. 
Fullinwider's  grandfather  in  the  maternal 
line  was  Judge  Hughes,  a  man  of  prominence 
in  his  day  ami  generation.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Ohio  and  Iowa,  finishing 
her  studies  at  Mount  Pleasant,  in  the  latter 
state.  She  was  one  of  teti  children,  of  whom 
but  one  other  is  living,  Eliza.  Her  mother 
died  when  alxnit  fifty  years  old.  her  father 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 

Mr.  FulUnwider  served  his  country  as  a 
soldier  for  two  years  during  the  Civil  war. 
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as  a  member  of  Compain^  K,  Fourteenth 
Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  His 
regiment  was  in  General  Banks'  Red  river 
expedition  and  later  was  under  the  command 
of  General  A.  J.  Smith.  He  participated  in 
'  the  operations  between  the  Red  river  and 
Mempliis  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Holly 
Springs  and  saw  other  active  service  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  Arkansas.  He  returned  to  Iowa 
and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Dav- 
enport, with  an  exceptionally  good  record  as 
a  soldier.  In  1865  he  removed  from  Iowa  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  in 
Lincoln  township,  where  he  has  since  operat- 
ed different  farms,  successfully.  He  is  a 
prominent  Republican  and  a  member  of 
Elmo  Post,  No.  162,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  ac- 
ceptably filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
Dawson. 

]\lr.  and  Airs.  Fullinwider  lia\-e  liad  seven 
children :  Neander,  who  died  aged  ten  years 
and  eleven  months ;  Edward  T. ;  Charles  H. ; 
Laura  E.,  now  Mrs.  McBride,  of  Piatt  coun- 
ty. Illinois;  John  H.,  of  Lincoln  township, 
Nodaway  county;  Mattie  ^'.,  the  widow  of 
Grant  Metcalf,  of  Colorado;  and  William  P. 
They  are  rearing  four  grandchildren,  cliil- 
dren  of  W.  P.,  named  Joseph  W.,  Lavenia 
H..  ]\Iyra  G.  and  Jessie  May.  They  have 
also  raised  another  grandson  to  manhood, — 
Pearl  Harper,  a  son  of  Charles  Fullinwider. 


SANDERS  H.  RASCO. 

Sanders  H.  Rasco,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
is  a  native  of  Taswell  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  was  born  February  24,  1822.  He 
is  a  son  of  Arthur  and  Polly  (Widen) 
Rasco,  of  North  Carolina.    John  Rasco  was 


one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  state,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  all  his 
life.  His  children  are  as  follows:  William; 
Arthur,  the  father  of  our  subject ;  and  John 
and  Rachael.  John  Rasco  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  lived  to  the 
remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
years. 

Arthur  Rasco,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
began  farming  after  his  marriage,  and  lived 
in  the  same  house  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  cotton-raiser  and  a 
man  of  great  integrity.  Of  a  sociable  na- 
ture he  made  many  friends,  and  was  well 
known  in  the  community.  Fle  held  some 
prominent  positions  for  the  Democratic 
party.  His  death  occurred  in  1870.  His 
children  were:  Irason,  Nellie,  Smith,  Sand- 
ers (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  \'inson, 
William.  Henry,  Mary  A.  and  John.  None 
but  Sanders  settled  in  ^^lissouri,  and  but 
four  of  the  children  are  now  living. 

Sanders  Rasco  attended  school  but  ninety 
davs,  and  the  education  he  has  received  has 
been  from  observation  and  from  communica- 
tion with  educated  people.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  rented  a  farm,  where  he  lived  a  short 
time.  He  then  mo\ed  to  Missouri,  where  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  His  funds  at  first 
were  very  low,  and  success  could  be  ob- 
tained only  by  hard  work  and  perseverance. 
He  settled  in  Ray  county  in  1855,  where  he 
followed  agriculture  for  eight  years.  He 
sold  the  land  and  moved  to  Buchanan  county, 
residing  in  St.  Joseph  for  eighteen  months, 
where  he  worked  at  anything  he  could  find 
to  do.  June  6,  1854,  his  wife  died;  but  he 
continued  farming  in  Buchanan  county,  and 
June  14,  1857,  remarried.  In  1861  Mr. 
Rasco  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  settlin-;- 
near  Hopkins,  where  he  rented  a  farm. 
Nodaway  county  was  but  sparsely  settled  at 
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that  time,  and  the  farm  on  wliich  he  moved 
was  but  little  improved.  He  lived  there  one 
year  and  then  moved  west  of  Barnard,  where 
he  rented  a  farm  for  five  years.  The  farm 
on  which  he  next  moved  and  has  since  lived, 
proved  to  be  a  valuable  piece  of  land,  and 
Mr.  Rasco  was  very  successful  in  raising' 
good  stock  and  crops.  He  is  an  honest,  up- 
right man,  and  lias  the  confidence  of  all  in 
tlie  community.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  men  in  the  county,  and  his 
success  in  life  lias  been  of  his  own  making. 
Mr.  Rasco  married  Sarah  A.  Thomas, 
wlio  was  Ijorn  in  Xorth  Carolina,  June  5. 
1820,  a  daugliter  of  Henry  Thomas,  of  that 
state.  She  had  the  following  brothers  and 
sisters :  Daniel,  Henry,  Isariah,  John,  James, 
Salh%  Mary  and  Eiizaljeth.  Mrs.  Rasco 
died  at  St.  Joseph,  ^Missouri,  June  6,  1854. 
She  had  three  children  :  James  H.,  born  June 
2,  1843;  Logan,  born  Aoril  i,  1845;  and 
Mary,  born  April  7,  1850,  and  died  April 
6,  i860.  Mr.  Rasco  remarried  a  few  years 
later,  this  time  choosing  Melissa  Martin,  a 
native  of  DeKalb  county,  Missouri,  born 
February  18,  1835.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Parmelia  (Jobe)  Martin. 
Christopher  ]\Iartin  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
ti'-ck)"-  and  mo\-ed  to  ^'lissouri  when  very 
young.  He  settled  in  Saline  county,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  and  later  moved  to 
DeKalb  county,  and  then  to  Buchanan  comi- 
ty, where  he  entered  land  and  lived  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  i860,  a 
plain,  honest  farmer.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Iowa  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  January,  1891.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church.  They  left  the 
following  children  :  Andrew  ;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  J.  Bass;  Morina;  Eda;  Melissa,  the  wife 


of  our  subject ;  Susan,  Benjamin  F.,  Purcilla,. 
James,  Samuel,  and  Betty,  deceased. 

Mr.  Rasco  has  the  following  children  by 
his  second  wife:  Eda,  born  May  i,  1858; 
William,  born  September  15,  i860;  Sarah 
F.,  born  March  7,  1862;  John,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1863;  Maggie  E.,  born  March  14^ 
1866;  Arthur  M.,  born  January  30.  1868; 
Ibra,  born  June  19.  1870;  George  S.,  born 
August  20,  1873;  Xetta,  born  April  28, 
1876.  Mr.  Rasco  hqd  two  sons  who  served 
in  the  federal  army  during  the  war  in  the 
south.  He  himself  was  a  Union  man  and  a 
member  of  tlie  state  militia.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat.  The  family  attend  the  Meth- 
odist church. 


JOHX  \V.  GRAVES. 

John  W.  Graves,  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Atchison  county 
and  one  of  the  well-known  farmers  and 
stock- raisers  in  that  vicinity,  is  one  of  the 
public-spirited  men  of  the  county  and  is 
highly  respected  liy  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  a  man  of  splendid  business  ability  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  a  financial  way.  He 
is  a  native  of  Atchison  county,  having  been 
born  June  27,  1847.  This  country  was  in 
a  very  crude  state  of  cultivation  at  the  time 
and  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  Mr.  Graves 
has  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life. 

Sanuiel  Gra\es,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  died  in  Ken- 
tucky some  years  later.  He  had  three  sons — 
E.  H.,  J.  P.  and  \\.  E.,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther. W.  E.  Graves  grew  to  manhood  in 
Kentucky  and  theii  moved  to  Missouri, 
spending  some  months  in  Buchanan  county, 
before  settling'  in  Atchison  countv.     He  en- 
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tered  some  land,  which  lie  improved  a.id  then 
sold,  next  buyjig'  a  farm  where  the  town  of 
Milton  now  stands.  Mr.  (jraves  was  a 
slave  owner,  and  although  a  Union  man  he 
was  in  sympathy  with  the  south.  He  was  at 
one  time  the  captain  of  the  Paw  Paw  militia 
and  saw  some  active  service,  though  for  only 
a  short  time.  He  underwent  all  the  hardships 
of  pioneer  life,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  the  owner  of  a  fine,  well  stocked  farm 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  in  that  section.  He  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time,  and  for 
a  time  was  the  postmaster  at  Irish  Grove. 
Religiously  he  was  a  ^lethodisL  and  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  church.  He  married 
Edna  Saunders,  of  Kentucky,  and  this  union 
w^as  blessed  with  five  children,  as  follows: 
J.  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Robert,  of 
Milton,  Missouri;  R.  S.,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri, wdiere  he  is  secretary  of  the  police 
board;  W.  E..  of  Craig;  and  Elizabeth,  the 
W'ife  of  W.  H.  Hineman.  Jack  Saunders, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Buchanan  county, 
Missouri,  and  was  a  large  slave-owner.  He 
built  the  first  house  in  Maryville,  JMissouri, 
and  also  built  the  Saunders  Hotel,  of  St. 
Joseph.  He  owned  considerable  land  in 
Nodaway  county  and  was  a  heavy  specula- 
tor, spending  the  most  of  his  time  in  St. 
Joseph.  His  children  were  :  James,  Mary- 
ville; Robert,  of  Oklahoma;  Edna,  the  moth- 
er of  our  subject;  Michaw,  of  St.  Joseph; 
and  Betta,  now  Mrs.  Jester,  of  Saline  county, 
this  state. 

J.  W.  Graves,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
reached  his  twenty-second  year.  His  father 
gave  him  forty  acres  of  land  on  which  to 
make  a  beginning  in  life,  and  on  this  he 
built  a  house  and  started  to  cope  with  life's 


struggles  in  earnest.  A  thorough,  consci- 
entious worker,  it  was  not  long  until  he  was 
fairly  on  the  way  to  success.  He  began 
stock-raising  and  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and 
his  present  farm  of  three  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  on  wdiich  there  is  a  large  house  and 
several  outbuildings,  speaks  for  his  thrift 
and  labor.  He  also  has  a  good  orchard, 
wdiich  yields  much  fine  fruit  each  year. 

Mr.  Graves  married,  May  20,  1869,  Re- 
becca Angel,  who  was  born  in  Clay  county, 
Missouri.  Deceml)er  10,  1849.  Her  father, 
Thomas  Angel,  was  an  early  settler  of  Clay 
county,  who  mu\-ed  to  Atchison  county  in 
1859,  where  he  was  a  prominent  farmer. 
He  served  a  shi)rt  time  in  the  Confederate 
army  and  died  in  this  county  in  1888.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  His 
cliildren  were:  Alfred;  Thomas;  J.  B. ; 
?*Irs.  Nancy  McDaniel;  Ella,  the  wife  of 
J  Gray;  Florida,  the  wife  of  H.  Anderson; 
Rebecca,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Adda,  the 
v.ife  of  R.  L.  Gross;  Birda  Moore;  May, 
now  ]\Irs.  Shala;  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  J. 
F.  Browning. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children,  namely:  Carrie, 
who  married  A.  Smith;  Ora,  the  wife  of  N. 
Moore;  Guy,  Bessie,  Samuel,  Ivan  JM.  and 
I\Iarie.  They  also  have  three  grandchildren. 
Mr.  Graves  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternitv  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


ANDRE\\'  J.  W'.VDE. 
Andrew  Jackson  Wade,  a  well  knnwn 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Atchison  county, 
i\Iissouri,  was  bom  May  2,  1854,  a  son  of 
Jefferson  and  Maria  (\'ineyard)  Wade. 
Jefferson  Wade  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
moved  to  Iowa  in  1844,  settling  on  a  striji  of 
territorv  which  was  then  under  dispute,  both 
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Iowa  and  Missouri  claiming  the  land.  This 
land,  or  a  portion  of  it,  is  now  known  as  Fi"e- 
mont  county,  Iowa,  where  our  subject  v.as 
born.  At  that  time  the  country  was'  but 
sparsely  inhabited,  the  Indians  lieing  ^Ir. 
^^'ade"s  nearest  neighbors.  They  were  very 
friendly,  and  all  the  farmers  were  on  equal 
footing,  there  being  but  little  wealth  in  the 
community.  Mr.  .\\'ade  owned  considerable 
lantl,  and  was  an  honest,  thrifty  farmer, 
commantling  the  respect  of  all  in  the  commu- 
nity. Me  died  at  the  age  of  &e\'enty-seven 
3-ears,  in  1S92.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  married  Maria 
Vineyard,  and  the  following  children  were 
born  to  them:  Sanford,  now  living  in  Okla- 
homa: William,  in  the  west;  Aaron,  of  Okla- 
homa; Mahala  Jordan,  of  Iowa;  Mrs.  Mary 
Doty,  of  Wyoming;  A.  J.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Franklin,  of  Iowa. 

A.  J.  Wade  receive  1  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  nati\e  count}-, — Fremont 
county,  Iowa.  in  1876  he  bought  land 
where  he  now  lives,  and  one  year  later  began 
improving  it,  buikling  a  small  house  and 
cultivating  the  soil.  He  bought  a  cattle 
ranch  in  northwest  Nebraska  in  1886,  but 
after  losing  some  stock  he  became  dissatis- 
fied and  sold  the  ranch.  His  present  farm 
is  seven  miles  southeast  of  Tarkio  and  six 
miles  northeast  of  Fairfax.  It  is  well  im- 
proved in  every  way,  having  a  large  num- 
ber of  forest  trees  and  a  splendid  orchard, 
besitles  a  modern  hnuse  and  commodious  out- 
buiklings.  The  country  was  nothing  but 
prairie  when  Mr.  Wade  located  here,  and 
his  present  home  and  farm  is  an  example  of 
the  care  and  management  given  to  the  farms 
in  this  section  of  the  countrj-.  Mr.  \\'ade  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  has  never  cared 
to  accept  pubhc  ofifice. 

In  188^  Mr.  A\'ade  was  united  in  mar- 


riage to  Isabelle  Green,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Isabelle  (Moore)  Green.  She  was 
torn  in  Moniteau  county,  Missouri,  April  19, 
1841.  ^\'illiam  Green  was'  born  in  Ran- 
dolph county,  Indiana,  May  11,  1836,  a  son 
of  James  and  Milla  (Vernard)  Green,  both 
of  Randolph  county.  James  Green  and  his 
wife  settled  in  Atchison  county  in  1842, 
where  Mr.  Green's  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  county.  In  1857  William 
Green  married  Isabelle  !Moore,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Sarah  (McKay)  Moore,  who 
lived  in  Missouri.  James  Moore  went  to 
California  during  the  gold  fever,  and  died 
on  the  ocean  when  returning  east.  His  wife 
and  family  moved  to  Sullivan  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  later  to  Atchison  county,  where 
the  wife  and  mother  died  some  years  later. 
She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Joseph,  George  W.,  James  B.  F.,  Will- 
iam A.,  Isabelle  and  Margaret.  William 
Green  and  his  wife  were  blessed  with  the 
following  children :  Amelia  D.,  now  Mrs. 
Fox;  Isabelle,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Ber- 
tha, the  wife  of  J.  Thornton;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  A.  Strickland;  William  1'.;  Jerry,  de- 
ceased; and  Mary,  deceased. 

Mrs.  ^\'ade  has  borne  three  children : 
Leta,  born  January  13,  1884;  Cecil,  born 
January  5,  1887;  and  Walter,  born  June 
16,  1889.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  Air.  Wade  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


AXl)KhA\'    XICOLL. 

Occupying  the  highest  position  within 
the  gift  of  the  i)eople  cjf  Tarkio,  Andrew 
Xicoll,  as  mayor  of  the  city,  is  controlling 
its  affairs  in  a  business-like  manner,  and  he 
exercises  his  official  i)rerogatives  in  support 
of  everv  measure  which  he  believes  will  con- 
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tribute  to  the  puljlic  gooi\.  Scotland  lias 
furnished  many  wortliy  and  prominent  citi- 
zens to  the  United  States.  an<I  among  the 
miml>er  is  the  subject  of  this  rexiew.  who 
was  li(irn  in  Perthshire,  on  tlie  24th  of  July, 
183 J,  a  representati\-e  of  an  old  family  of 
that  county.  His  father.  Andrew  Xicoll, 
Sr.,  was  a  farmer,  noted  fur  industry,  hon- 
esty and  fair  dealing.  Tlie  grandfather, 
William  N^icoll,  also  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  belonged  to  a  lowland  family, 
and  throughout  his  entire  life  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  On 
the  old  homestead  the  father  of  our  subject 
A\as  reared,  and  when  he  had  attained  adult 
age  he  chose  as  a  companion  on  life's  jour- 
ney ]\Iiss  J\Iargaret  George,  who  was  born 
in  Perthshire  and  was  a  neighbor  of  An- 
drew Carnegie,  the  great  steel  king  of  Amer- 
ica. Her  father,  James  George,  was  also 
ii  native  of  that  locality  ami  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  tavern  or  inn  of  that  town. 
Thinking  to  improve  bis  financial  condition 
and  better  provid.e  for  the  wants  of  bis 
family,  Andrew  Xicoll,  Sr.,  crossed  the  At- 
h'Utic  in  1839,  emigrating  from  Glasgow, 
on  a  sailing  vessel,  which  reached  Xew 
York  harbor  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks 
and  two  days.  He  then  proceeded  to  Dela- 
ware county,  X'^ew  York,  where  he  resided 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Pie  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  who  reached  mature 
years — three  sons  and  six  daughters — name- 
ly :  ]\Irs.  Elizabeth  Beckwith,  who  died  in  the 
Kmi)ire  state;  William,  of  Delaware,  New 
^'ork- ;  Andrew,  of  this  re\-iew;  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Russell,  of  Delaware  county,  X^ew 
"^^irk ;  Anna,  of  Cedar  county,  Iowa ;  Chris- 
tina E.,  a  widow  living  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
David,  a  United  Brethren  minkster,  of  Ida 
county,  Iowa,  who  has  several  times  repre- 
sented  his  countv  in  the  state  legislature, 


and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion; 
Mrs.  Jane  Emery,  of  Napa  Valley,  Califor- 
nia: and  ]\Irs.  Janet  Boyd,  of  Red  Oak, 
Iowa.  The  father  of  these  children  followed 
farming  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  died 
in  Delaware  county,  Xew  York,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years,  honored  and  respect- 
ed by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  kind  and 
considerate  to  his  family,  was  a  good  citizen 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  His  wife  remained  a  widow  for 
twenty  years  and  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
In  taking  uj)  the  personal  history  of  An- 
i  drew  Xicoll,  we  present  to  our  readers  the 
life  record  of  (jne  who  has  a  wide  and  favor- 
able acfjuaintance  in  Atchison  county,  whose 
business  career  has  been  honorable  and 
straightforward,  bringing  to  him  a  com- 
fortable competence,  and  whose  fidelity  to 
the  duties  of  citizenship  has  won  him  official 
honors  in  his  adopted  town.  He  was  a  little 
lad  of  seven  summers  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States,  and  upon  a 
farm  in  Delaware  county,  New  York,  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  lessons  of  industry  and 
economy  being  early  instilled  into  his  mind, 
his  life  also  becoming  imbued  with  princi- 
ples of  honesty  that  have  ever  since  char- 
acterized his  dealings  with  those  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact.  To  the  public-school 
system  of  the  Empire  state  be  is  indebted 
for  the  educational  i)rivileges  which  he  en- 
joyed. In  1857  he  went  to  Ogle  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  at  farm  work 
until  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Cedar  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  and  there  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  for  which  he  paid  the  government 
price  of  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
Later  he  sold  that  farm  and  purchased  other 
land,  having  faith  in  Iowa  and  her  future. 
Subsequent  purchases  extended  his  posses- 
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sions  until  he  liad  five  hundred  acres,  but 
afterward  sold  a  portion  of  this,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  has  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  the  rich  land  of  the  Hawkeye  state. 
His  home  adjoined  the  town  of  Clarence 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  1893  he  came 
to  Tarkio  in  order  to  provide  better  educa- 
tional facilities  for  his  children. 

^Ir.  Nicoll  has  been  twice  married.  In 
the  spring  of  1863,  in  Delaware  county, 
Xew  York,  lie  wedded  Isabella  McGregor, 
a  native  of  that  county  and  a  daughter  of 
John  and  ^lary  ( Kenned}- )  McGregor. 
Her  father  was  Ixirn  in  Scotlaml,  and  her 
parents  both  died  in  Delaware  county.  By 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Xicoll  three 
children  were  born,  namely:  John  A.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Cedar  county,  Iowa ;  David,  a  physi- 
cian of  Clinton,  Iowa:  and  Mrs.  ^largaret 
N.  Wliitncll.  who  is  li\-ing  in  Delaware 
county,  Iowa.  The  mother,  who  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
died  in  1870,  her  loss  being  dee[)Iy  felt  by 
her  fatuily  and  many  friends.  In  November, 
1872,  Mr.  Nicoll  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Nancy  Claney,  who 
was  born  in  Holmes  county.  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Nancy  Claney.  both  of 
"whom  departed  this  life  in  the  Buckeye 
state.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage 
are:  \\'illiani,  tlie  eldest,  who  served  with 
the  Fifty-lirst  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  I'hilip- 
jiines,  is  a  [xipular  and  well  educated  young 
ir.an.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Tarkio  C<il- 
lege,  a  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  high 
school  at  Red  Oak  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  faculty  in  Tarkio  College, 
being  a  jirofcssor  of  mathematics  there. 
George  also  is  li\-ing  in  .\tchison  county. 
Robert  is  a  graduate  of  Tarkio  College,  of 
the  class  of  1890.  Charles  is  pursuing  his 
studies  in  Tarkio  College  and  is  a  well  knoAvn 


and  expert  member  of  the  college  foot-ball 
team.  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
Homer,  the  youngest,  is  seventeen  and  .1 
student  in  Tarkio  College.  The  children 
have  been  provided  with  excellent  educa- 
tional privileges,  thus  fitting  them  for  life's 
practical  and  responsible  duties,  for  the  par- 
ents realized  fully  the  'walue  of  education  in 
this  world's  acti\-ity. 

'Mv.  Nicoll  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  Clarence,  Iowa,  and 
has  serxed  therein  as  elder  for  many  years. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  an  inflexible 
Republican,  unswerving  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  party.  On  that  ticket  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  mayor,  in  which  capacity  he 
is  now  so  capably  serving,  handling  the  reins 
of  city  government  in  a  most  careful  manner. 
He  is  well  informed  not  only  on  political 
issues  but  has  also  made  a  study  of  the  needs 
of  the  city  and  docs  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote its  progress  along  lines  of  substantial 
im[iro\cincnt.  He  is  a  friend  of  education, 
of  religion,  of  temperance  and  of  all  inter- 
c,-ts  which  tend  to  benefit  humanity.  He 
has  a  fine  residence  in  Tarkio,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  household  occujiy  an  enviable  ])o- 
sition  in  social  circles.  A'iewed  from  almost 
any  standpoint,  Mr.  Nicoll's  life  may  be 
termed  a  success.  He  belongs  to  that  class 
of  representative  American  citizens  who 
promote  the  general  prosperity  while  labor- 
ing for  indi\'idual  success,  and  is  a  man  of 
pleasant  demeanor  and  geiuiine  worth,  li;i\'- 
ing  gained  the  conlidence  and  regaril  of  all 
whom  he  has  met. 


JOHN    H.    FELLOWS. 
One    of    the    enterprising  residents    of 
Dale  township.  Atchison  county,  is  John  H. 
I'"ellows.  the  <i\vner  of  Cedar  Hill  farm.     He 
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\vas  born  in  Waukebha  county_.  Wisconsin, 
May  lo,  185 1,  a  son  of  Isaac  ami  Margaret 
Fellows.  The  former  was  born  and  reared 
in  Vermont,  while  the  latter  was  a  native 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  was  of  Scotch  lin- 
eage, her  parents  having  come  to  the  new 
world  from  the  land  of  hills  and  heather. 
Isaac  Fellows  \\as  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Dodge  count}',  Wisconsin,  later  removed 
to  W'aukesha  county  and  subsequently  took 
up  his  abode  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  number  of  years.  At  that 
time  the  land  on  which  the  city  now  stands 
was  a  wooded  tract.  He  cleared  several 
farms  in  that  locality  and  after  cutting  down 
the  trees  sold  the  Vv'ood  to  the  steamboats 
plying  on  the  lakes.  In  1865  he  came  to 
Missouri,  locating  in  Andrew  county,  where 
he  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of-  eighty-six 
3'-ears.  He  was  a  zealous  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  children  born  unto  this  wortiiy  couple 
were  as  follows :  William,  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  war  who  died  in  Missouri ;  Mary,  who 
resides  near  Plum  Creek,  Nebraska;  Maria, 
who  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Lewis,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry  and  is  now  deceased ;  Edward, 
who  resides  in  Atchison  county;  \\'illiam  L., 
who  also  has  passed  away;  John  H.,  of  this 
review;  Charles,  who  is  a  railroad  man  in 
the  west;  and  Newton,  who  died  in  infancy. 
John  H.  Fellows  was  reiired  upon  a 
\\'isconsin  farm  where  he  was  taught  les- 
sons of  industry  and  honesty,  and  these 
principles  have  permeated  his  entire  career. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  and  was  an  apt  pupil.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  came  to  Missouri  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  minority  in  Atchison 
CGuntv.     He  married  in  Savanna,  Missouri, 


in  1877,  Miss  Lida  M.  Condon,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  state.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Harricon  and  Ann  E. 
(Shaw)  Condon.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  lost  his  eyesight 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  in  Colorado,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fell<3ws  and  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  lie  was  a  rcp- 
resentati\e  member  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Fellows 
lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  at  her 
death  left  the  following  children  :  Byron  E.,  a 
publisher  of  Maryville,  Missouri,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Mattie  Vaughn;  Alice  M.  Nuim, 
who  resided  in  Salina,  Kansas;  Lilly  S. ; 
Frederick,  who  lives  in  York,  Neliraska ; 
]\Irs.  Fellows  and  W.  E.  Condon,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Pocatello,  Idaho. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage  John 
H.  Fellows  was  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, spending  three  years  in  Texas  and  final- 
ly locating  upon  what  is  one  of  the  best 
farms  of  this  portion  of  Missouri.  It  con- 
sists of  two  hundred  acres  of  rich  land,  upon 
which  he  has  erected  a  model  farm  residence. 
He  has  made  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of 
Hereford  cattle  on  the  Cedar  Hill  farm  and 
has  spared  neither  time  nor  expense  in  bring- 
ing his  herd  up  to  a  high  standard,  having- 
some  very  fine  specimens  of  this  particular 
breed.  All  over  the  state  his  cattle  are  noted 
for  their  quality,  size  and  value. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellows 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children :  Fred- 
eric C,  born  December  24,  1880;  George 
B.,  born  August  11,  1883;  Maud  E.,  born 
September  30,  1886;  John  E.,  l)orn  Octo- 
ber 6,  1891;  Herbert  Allan,  born  i\Iay  24, 
1894;  and  Frank  Audsley,  born  August  24, 
1897.  In  ]3olitics  Mr.  Felows  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
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tlie  Cliristian  church.  He  is  a  prepossessing 
ir.an,  liis  great  heigiit  giving  him  a  fine  bear- 
ing, wliile  his  genial  disposition  makes  him 
a  favorite  witli  all  his  acquaintances. 


JAMES  M.  CLLSER. 

This  prominent  and  successful  agricul- 
turist of  Xodaway  county  is  a  v.-orthy  rep- 
resentative of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of 
this  state  and  has  been  actively  identified 
with  its  development  and  progress.  He  was 
born  in  Page  county,  A'irginia,  ^lay  16,1829, 
a  son  of  John  and  Arisba  (Wood)  Cliser, 
the  former  a  native  of  Germany,  the  latter 
Oi  \  irginia.  His  paternal  grandparents 
brought  their  family  to  America  at  an  early 
day  and  settled  in  \'irginia,  where  their 
deaths  occurred.  Their  children  were  :  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject ;  David,  who  mar- 
ried after  coming  to  this  state,  reared  a  fam- 
\\\  of  children  and  is  now  deceased ;  ^lartin, 
who  died  in  Virginia;  and  Mrs.  A.  Fronk. 

John  Cliser,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
grew  to  manhood  in  \'irginia,  and  in  early 
life  wirrked  at  the  blacksmith  trade  in  connec- 
tion with  fanning.  He  .sold  his  original 
homestead  and  bought  a  larger  farm  in  an- 
other county,  where  he  lived  for  ten  years, 
but  lost  money  in  this  transaction.  In  May, 
1S47.  he  started  for  Missouri,  traveling  by 
team  to  Parkersbnrg,  X'irginia,  where  he 
took  a  boat  and  proceeded  by  water.  He 
reached  western  Missouri  in  July,  and  first 
located  at  Fillmore,  .\ndrew  county,  where 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of 
timber  land,  upon  which  v.ere  sonie  slight  im- 
])rovements.  He  was  not, long  permitted  to 
enjoy  his  new  home,  as  his  health  failed  and 
he  died  October  19,  1847,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred upon  his  farm.     He  was  a  soldier  of 


the  war  of  18 12,  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  an  upright,  honorable  man.  His  wife 
died  April  8,  1862,  at  the  a?e  of  fifty-seven 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Joshua  \\'ood,  of  Page 
county,  \'irginia,  who  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent and  died  before  the  Civil  war.  He 
was  one  of  the  prominent  and  wealthy  farm- 
ers and  slave-owners  of  his  county,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  church. 
In  his  family  were  nine  children,  namely : 
Thornton,  Pendleton,  Singleton,  Cassandra, 
Louisa,  Lucinda,  Sophia,  Liza  and  Arisba. 
Singleton,  ilrs.  Cassandra  Covingston  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  were  the  only  ones 
of  this  family  to  come  to  Missouri. 

James  Cliser  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
ten  children.  Of  the  others  we  make  obser- 
vations as  follows :  Louisa  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years;  Cassandra  married  John 
Brand  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Eliza  is 
the  wife  of  James  Henderson;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  William  Gibbons,  of  the  state  of 
Washington;  Joshua  died  on  the  homestead, 
November  2,  1899;  John  lives  in  the  state  of 
Washington;  Julia  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-five years ;  Charles  lost  one  leg  and  one 
arm  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  a  nuntber  of 
years  later  from  exposure:  and  Benjamin  is 
a  farmer  of  Washington. 

In  the  Old  Dominion  James  M.  Cliser 
was  reared  and  educated,  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  .\t  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Missouri  with  his 
parents  and  as  his  father  died  shortly  after- 
ward he  took  charge  of  the  farm.  Guided 
by  a  mother's  good  counsel  the  family  was 
kept  together  and  reared  to  habits  of  indus- 
try and  honesty.  In  1854  our  subject  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Best,  who  was  born  in  Mis- 
souri, .\pril  30,  1830,  a  representative  of  one 
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of  tlie  oldest  families  in  the  state.  Her  fath- 
er, David  Best,  a  farmer  and  sla\e-o\vner  of 
Kentucky,  came  to  Missouri  at  a  \cr\-  earl\ 
day  and  first  settled  in  Clay  county,  hut 
when  the  Platte  country  was  opened  ui)  for 
settlement  he  moved  to  .\ndre\v  count}', 
v.here  he  purchased  land.  .\l)out  1857  he 
purchasetl  property-  in  Collins  cmnUy.  Te.xas. 
where  he  made  his  Imme  during  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  They  are  now  deceased.  Their 
children  were:  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hale;  How- 
ard, a  resident  of  Indian  Territory ;  Louisa, 
the  deceased  wife  of  our  subject;  ]Mrs.  Cath- 
erine Bounds,  ]\Irs.  Susan  Skaggs,  Mrs. 
Charity  Muggs,  Margaret,  Richard,  Da\'id 
and  Silas.  To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Cliser  were 
born  eleven  children:  Da\id  M.,  burn  Felj- 
ruary  16,  1856,  is  a  farmer  of  this  county; 
]Mary  C,  botn  April  30,  1857,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Key,  a  farmer;  Frances  L.,  born 
July  12,  1858,  is  the  widow  of  William 
Hubbard;  John  H.,  born  November  20,  i860, 
died  August  27,  1865;  Charles  P.,  born  Oc- 
tober 2,  1862,  died  May  14,  1881 ;  ^largaret 
E.,  born  January  16,  1865,  died  October  2, 
1865;  Susan  D.,  born  October  6,  1866,  is 
the  wife  of  H.  M.  Witt,  of  Guilford;  Cora 
B.,  born  November  11,  1868,  died  August 
28,  1897;  James  E.,  born  December  5,  1870, 
died  December  8,  1870;  Thomas  E.,  born 
November  24,  1871,  is  farming  on  the  home- 
stead; and  Mattie  N.,  born  j\larch  2,  1874, 
is  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Christian  church, 
died  November  30,  1874,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-five years  and  se\en  months. 

Mr.  Cliser  was  again  married  May  24, 
1877,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary 
J.  Hall,  who  was  1)orn  in  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  November  7,  1844.     Her  parents, 


Charles  and  I'armelia  (Jackson)  Hall,  were 
natives  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  respec- 
tively, and  were  married  in  Andrew  county, 
tliis  state,  where  the  father  entered  land  and 
improved  a  farm.  He  engaged  in  school- 
teaching  for  many  years.  Being  a  southern 
man  ami  his  sympathies  with  the  soiuh,  he 
entered  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  was 
compelled  to  return  home  before  peace  was 
restored,  and  died  January  7,  1865.  His 
wife  still  sur\-i\es  him,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Andrew  county.  His  father  was  David 
Plall,  an  old-style  X'irginian,  who  moved  to 
Indiana  and  later  to  ^lissouri,  his  last  days 
being  spent  in  Amlrew  county.  His  children 
were:  Charles,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Cliser; 
D.  1.;  McClurc;  James:  William,  who  died 
in  Indiana:  John,  who  died  in  Nebraska; 
Elsie  J.,  the  wile  of  Thomas  Walker;  and 
Emily,  who  married.  J.  Bass  and  tlieil  in  In- 
diana. Mrs.  Cliser  is  the  oldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children,  the  others  being :  Em- 
ily, the  wife  of  James  Robertson;  David  M. 
and  John  C,  both  residents  of  Andrew 
county;  Luc\-  A.,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Tur- 
pin;  Susan  C,  the  wife  of  Kendal  Parker; 
Sarah  JM.,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Wright;  Cath- 
erine, the  wife  of  Robert  Goodlow;  William 
F.,  of  Andrew  county;  Eugenia,  now  Mrs. 
Isaac  Hummons;  and  Elsie  P.,  the  wife  of 
A.  F.  Russell.  The  parents  of  these  chil- 
dren were  members  of  the  Christian  church, 
to  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  and  all  of 
his  children  also  belong,  and  of  which  Mr. 
Cliser  has  been  an  elder  for  thirty  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr,  Cliser  remained 
on  the  home  farm  with  his  mother  until 
the  spring  of  1855,  when  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  timberland  in  Nodaway  county  and 
erected  a  cabin  near  his  present  home.     At 
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different  times  he  entered  land,  finally  aggre- 
gating two  hundred  acres,  near  this  tract,  and 
1)\-  hard  work  and  persistent  effort  converted 
the  place  into  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  his  community.  Calves  being 
plentiful,  he  gradually  became  connected 
with  the  stock-raising  industry,  which  he  car- 
ried on  in  addition  to  farming.  Success 
has  attended  his  well  directed  efforts  and  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  in 
the  homestead,  besides  another  farm  of 
eighty  acres  elsewhere.  He  has  money  in  the 
bank  and  also  loans  some  on  his  own  respons- 
ibility. As  a  business  man  he  is  enterprising, 
progressive  and  reliable,  and  carries  forward 
to  successful  completiini  \\hate\er  he  under- 
takes. 

Politically  Mr.  Cliser  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  public  affairs.  He  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he 
has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed 
ir.  him,  whether  public  or  private.  A  south- 
erner by  birth  and  training,  his  sympathies 
were  naturally  with  the  Confederacy  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  but  in  1863  he  joined  the 
Union  army,  enlisting  in  Company  M, 
Ninth  Missouri  Cavalry,  which  did  guard 
duty  most  of  the  time  in  the  central  part  of 
this  state,  looking  after  deserters  and  bush- 
whackers. He  was  in  battle  at  Camnen 
Point,  and  at  different  times  was  stationed 
at  St.  Louis,  Mexico  and  St.  Joseph,  re- 
maining in  the  service  until  July,  1865.  At 
one  time  he  was  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and 
was  sent  home  on  a  furlough,  it  being  three 
months  before  he  was  able  to  rejoin  his  com- 
mand. Before  entering  the  army  he  was  ar- 
rested and  put  in  jail  at  Maryville  by  the 
United  States'  troops,  who  released  the  man 
he  was  with  on  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money.     Their  object  seemed  to  be  to  get 


money  from  their  prisoners;  but  Mr.  Cli- 
ser's  friends  advised  him  not  to  pay  one  cent. 
Then  they  wanted  one  hundred  dollars  to  re- 
lease him.  After  two  weeks  spent  in  the 
guard  house  he  was  brought  up  for  trial,  but 
his  witnesses'  gave  him  such  a  good  name 
that  the  prosecution  failed  to  find  anything 
against  him  and  he  was  released.  A  few 
days  after  he  was  released  from  custody  these 
same  midnight  rangers  came  to  his  home 
and  demanded  thirty  dollars,  which  he  had 
agreed  to  pay  (for  his  release)  while  in  jail. 
To  meet  this  he  had  to  give  up  his  choice 
cow  and  calf,  the  one  belonging  to  his  wife. 


AMBROUS  COLLINS. 

Ambrous  Collins,  wIkjsc  residence  is 
in  Green  township,  is  an  old  settler  and  one 
of  the  industrious  men  of  Nodaway  county. 
He  settled  here  in  1873,  previous  to  which 
time  he  was  a  resident  of  Greene  county,  Li- 
diana,  in  which  state  he  was  born  September 
7,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Floyd  Collins,  a  far- 
mer of  Greene  county,  whose  ancestors  were 
of  Scotch  extraction  and  had  lived  in  Vir- 
ginia for  many  years.  Floyd  Collins  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Burch,  a  native  of  Greene 
county,  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  George 
Burch,  an  inhabitant  of  that  state.  Floyd 
Collins  and  his  family  left  Lidiana  and  re- 
moved to  Iowa  in  1861,  making  the  journey 
with  two  teams,  consisting  of  six  yoke  of 
oxen  and  two  wagons',  besides  other  stock 
and  cattle.  The  journey,  a  long  and  tedious 
one,  at  length  terminated,  and  Mr.  Collins 
found  himself  in  Page  county,  L^wa,  four 
miles  from  Clarinda.  Here  ]\lr.  Collins  en- 
gaged in  farming  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  Politically  Mr.  Collins  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  religiously  a  "hardshell"  Baptist. 
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The  widow  of  Mr.  Collins  died  in  Gentry 
county,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  sevent_v-five 
years.  She  was'  a  most  worthy  woman,  kind 
and  affectionate  in  disposition,  an  excellent 
wife  and  mother  and  a  good  neighbor,  and 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  her  because  of  her  goodness  of  heart. 
Floyd  Collins  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children  that  grew  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Abigail  McCraw,  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri;  Ambrous,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Martha  McAllister,  of  Chilli- 
cothe,  Missouri;  Z.  Benson,  of  Cherokee 
county,  Kansas ;  Davis,  of  Oklahoma ;  Maria 
Porter,  of  Quitman,  Missouri;  Amanda 
Hale,  of  Atchison,  Kansas;  Hubbard,  of  Ok- 
lahoma; and  Alice  Nelson,  of  Gentry  coun- 
ty, this  state. 

Ambrous  Collins  was  eleven  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  remox-ed  to  Iowa  in 
iS6i.  Of  the  six  yoke  of  oxen  that  drew  the 
two  wagons  with  the  h<jusehold  goods  and 
family  in  them  Ambrous  took  principal 
charge,  and  drove  from  St.  Joseph,  Missouri, 
to  Clarinda,  Iowa,  with  a  six-ox  team.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  a  log  school  house 
and  by  reading  and  study  at  home.  In  1869 
he  went  to  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  and  in 
1873  removed  to  Nodaway  county,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  The  farm 
upon  which  he  lives  contains  three  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
divided  into  fields  of  convenieut  size,  and 
upon  the  place  is  an  excellent  barn. 

Mr.  Collins  was  married  September  28, 
1875,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Holt,  a  woman  of  a 
good  family  who  was  reared  and  educated 
in  her  own  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
William  R.  and  Sarah  (Warren)  Holt,  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  son,  William  B.  Collins, 
who  was  born  April  i,  1884.  AVilliam  R. 
Holt,  deceased,  one  of  the  pinneer  settlers 


of  the  county,  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
North  Carolina,  in  1818.  and  was  a  son  of 
William  Holt,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 
As  the  name  would  indicate,  the  Holt  family 
is  of  English  origin.  William  R.  Holt  re- 
moved to  Missouri  in  1837,  settling  in  Clay 
county.  He  was  married  October  31,  1841, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Warren,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  November  18,  1824.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Briscoe  M.  S.  \N'arren. 
a  native  of  Orange  county.  North  Carolina, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ade- 
line Troxler,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same 
county.  In  1839  they  located  in  Clay  coun- 
ty, removing  to  Nodaway  county  in  1865, 
where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  3'ears  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one. They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely  :  Mrs.  Sarah  Holt;  George 
H.  T.,  of  Green  township;  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Malvern,  deceased;  Mrs.  Rachel  E.  Jenkins, 
of  Oklahoma;  and  Mrs.  Emily  F.  Lewis,  who 
died  in  Brown  county,  Kansas,  near  Hia- 
watha. 

In  1848  William  R.  Holt  located  in  No- 
daway county  on  a  farm,  upon  which  he  hiiii- 
self  built  a  log  house  and  made  many  other 
improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs'.  Holt  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows :  Mrs. 
Cornelia  Collins;  Mrs.  Emily  F.  Prather,  of 
Mary\'ille,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Missouri  Linville, 
of  Green  township;  Barton  \\'.,  of  the  same 
township;  William  L.,  of  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma;  Mary  E.  Ramsey,  deceased; 
Benjamin  F.,  deceased ;  and  two  others  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  May  16,  1896,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-eight years  of  age.  For  the  most  part 
his  life  had  been  that  of  a  farmer,  and  in  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Democrat.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church  and  are  ex- 
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emplary  in  their  lives.  Mrs.  Holt  is  a  lady 
of  superior  intelligence,  has  many  friends  in 
the  county  and  has  witnes.sed  many  changes 
since  coming  to  this  county  to  live. 

Mr.  Collins  is  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
crats of  his  county  and  has  been  elected  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  ])eace  three  suc- 
cessive times.  He  is  a  man  uf  gofxl  judg- 
ment and  has  no  object  in  the  fulfillment  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  excejit  to  see  justice 
done.  A  man  of  genial  temperament,  he  is 
in  rnbust  heaUh  and  has  manv  friends. 


HEXRY  F.   STAPEL. 

No  adequate  memorial  of  Henry  F. 
Stapel  can  be  written  until  many  of  the  use- 
ful enterprises  with  which  he  is  connected 
have  completed  their  full  measure  of  good 
in  the  world,  and  until  his  personal  influence 
and  example  shall  ha\e  ceased  their  fruitage 
in  the  lives  of  those  who  ha\e  been  about 
him,  as  he  has  been  an  actor  in  the  busy 
places  of  the  wt)rld ;  yet  there  is  much  con- 
cerning him  that  can  with  profit  be  set  down 
here  as  an  illustration  of  what  can  be  done 
if  a  man  with  a  clear  brain  and  willing  hands 
but  sets  himself  seriously  to  the  real  labors 
and  responsibilities  of  life.  He  is  to-day 
widely  and  prominently  known  as  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Missouri  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
panies, attorney  at  law  and  as  editor  of  the 
Atchison  County  Mail.  His  labors  ha\-e 
made  the  city  of  Rockport,  in  which  he 
makes  iiis  home,  well  known  not  only 
throughout  the  commonwealth  but  in  other 
portions  of  the  nation.  It  was  his  genius 
that  planned  and  created  the  mutual  insur- 
ance which  is  followed  in  Missouri  and 
which  has  become  .so  popular  wherever 
known,  and  it  has  been  his  industry  and  en- 
ergy that  have  brought  about  its  phenomenal 


growth.  As  an  inspiration  to  ambitious 
young  men  of  the  future  and  as  a  tribute  of 
honor  and  respect,  a  brief  history  of  Mr. 
Stapel's  life  and  his  work  is  herewith  given. 

Henry  F.  Stapel  was  born  in  Dearborn 
county.  Indiana,  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  I^rnest  H.  and  Louisa 
(U'ulber)  Stapel.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  the  province  of  lianoxer.  Ciermany.  born 
ii!  the  year  1S25,  and  when  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  bade  adieu  to  his  friends  in  the  land 
of  his  birth  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
new  world.  He  located  in  Dearborn  county, 
where  he  was  married  and  became  a  prom- 
inent and  successful  farmer  and  merchant. 
He  died  in  iS<;,S,  and  his  widow  now  resides 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  'Hiey  were  the  jiarents 
of  the  fdlldwing  named:  John,  who  is  the 
special  agent  of  the  Missmiri  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Companies;  llenry  I'".,  of  this  review; 
Louise,  the  wife  i>i  William  Graf,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohii  1 :  .\nna,  who  is  living  in  Indian- 
apolis: Rosa,  now  the  wife  of  John  Munich, 
of  Cincinnati ;  William,  whose  home  is  in 
Indianapolis:  and  Ernest  H.,  the  general 
agent  and  assistant  adjuster  of  the  Mutual 
Insurance  Companies. 

Henry  I-".  Stajiel  may  truly  be  called  a 
self-made  man.  He  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune  and  has  i)uilded  wisely  and  well. 
\\'hen  onl\-  fnurteen  years  of  age  he  started 
out  in  life  to  provide  for  his  own  mainte- 
nance, and,  leaving  home,  made  his  way  to 
West  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  and  at  herding  cattle,  receiving  four- 
teen dollars  pernionlh  in  compensation  for 
his  services.  In  1875  he  removed  to  Atchi- 
son county,  Missouri,  where  he  entered  the 
.service  of  William  Hunter,  who  paid  him 
at  first  liftecn  doll;irs  per  month,  later  in- 
creasing his  salary  to  eighteen  dollars  per 
month.     He  was  employed  in  that  way  for 
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a  lialf  year,  wlien,  actuated  witli  a  desire  to 
olitain  a  liettcr  educatiiui  than  lie  then 
l^ossessed  and  tliereby  gain  a  lixehliood  l)y 
other  tlian  manual  labor,  he  entered  the 
State  Normal  School,  at  Peru,  Nebraska,  in 
that  year — 1875.  His  capital  was  nut  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  expenses  nf  an  uninter- 
rupted course  in  that  institution,  but  he 
jiossessed  a  strong  determination  and  be- 
lieved that  a  way  wnnld  be  open  whereby 
he  might  earn  the  amount  necessary  tn  de- 
fray his  expenses.  He  spent  three  years 
in  the  normal  school  and  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1878.  He  then  came  to  Rock- 
port,  making  the  journey  on  foot,  and  on 
reaching  his  destination  he  had  but  three 
cents  in  his  pocket.  During  the  summer  of 
tliat  year  he  worked  in  the  har\-est  fields 
and  in  the  autumn  he  began  teaching  school, 
a  profession  which  he  foUoweil  through  the 
succeeding  three  3-ears.  Desiring  to  still 
further  perfect  his  education  he  then  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan,  with  a  view^  of 
qualifying  himself  for  the  profession  of  the 
law,  and  pursued  the  literary  and  law  course, 
lieing  graduated  in  the  law  department  of 
the  university  in  1884,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Mr.  Stapel  then  returned  tij  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  and  entered  ujjon  his  l:)usi- 
ness  career  here  in  connection  with  iournal- 
istic  work.  He  wished  to  connect  him.self 
with  a  calling  in  which  he  might  exercise 
a  due  amount  of  intluence.  desiring  in  en- 
ter a  sphere  of  usefulness  whereby  he  might 
be  in  close  touch  with  the  great  problems 
of  the  day  and  at  the  same  time  secure  a 
good  living.  lie  believed  that  Rockport 
offered  an  e.xcellent  field  fnr  a  first-class  and 
up-to-date  Demncralic  paper.  Accnrdingly 
he  purchased  the  Atchison  County  Mail  and 

began  its  publication  on  the  ist  of  January, 
34 


1885.  About  this  time  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment frcjm  President  Cleveland  to  the 
office  of  postmaster  of  Rockport,  by  which 
his  financial  independence  was  established 
and  he  was  thus  enabled  to  inaugurate  a 
])olicy  in  connection  with  the  Atchison 
County  Mail,  which  brought  it  into  immedi- 
ate popularity.  This  journal  is  the  (ildest 
Democratic  paper  in  the  county.  When  it 
uas  pnrchaseil  by  Mr.  .Stapel  it  had  a  circu- 
lation (.)f  about  three  hundred  copies  and  was 
then  a  fi\'e-column  cpiarto,  one  boy  doing 
the  work  of  the  office.  Under  the  wise 
policy  inaugurated  by  Mr.  Stapel  the  paper 
has  accpiired  a  circulation  of  three  thousand 
weekly,  and  has  been  enlarged  to  a  six- 
column  (juarto  and  furnishes  employment  to 
a  force  of  about  twenty  people.  When  he 
assumed  the  management  the  business  was 
located  in  Buckham's  Hall,  a  building  which 
would  be  in  striking  contrast  with  the  jour- 
nal's present  handsome  quarters  in  the  Insur- 
ance building.  The  J\Iail  is  the  official  paper 
of  Atchison  county  and  is  also  the  official  or- 
gan of  the  Missouri  ]\Iutual  Insurance  Com- 
panies. Through  the  columns  of  his  jour- 
nal ]\lr.  .St:q)el  has  largely  promoted  the  wel- 
fare of  his  adopted  count}'.  He  has  ever 
been  on  the  side  of  progress,  reform  and 
impro\-ement,  and  his  editorials  ha\-e  car- 
ried weight  in  influencing  puljlic  opinion. 

His  labors,  ho\\e\'er,  have  not  been  lim- 
ited to  one  line,  a  work  of  still  greater  ben- 
efit and  importance  being  that  whicli  he  has 
performed  as  the  founder  of  the  Missouri 
Mutual  Insurance  Coni])anies.  The  idea 
was  conceived  by  Mr.  Stapel  in  1880.  lie 
held  the  opinion  that  the  old  insurance  com- 
l)anies  were  robbing  the  public  by  charging 
excessi\e  rates,  and  he  resoh'cd  that  with  the 
assi.stance  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  lie 
would  himself  engage  in  the  insurance  busi- 


558 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


ness  on  the  mutual  plan.  High  salaries 
would  therefore  not  have  to  be  paid  to 
officials  and  the  insured  would  share  the 
profits.  But  it  reciuired  seven  years  to 
secure  the  passage  of  a  law  inider  which 
lie  could  work,  and  it  was  not  until 
1889  that  he  wrote  the  first  policy  for 
the  Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Atchison  county,  the  parent  company  of  them 
all.  He  had  blanks  prepared  and  made 
other  necessary  arrangements  to  engage  in 
the  work  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  passed  in 
the  legislature.  His  first  business  in  this 
line  was  transacted  on  a  table  which  cost 
fifty  cents  and  stood  in  the  office  of  the  Mail. 
The  first  regular  soliciting  was  done  by  the 
secretary  of  the  company,  and  so  immediately 
l)opular  was  the  idea  of  mutual  insurance 
that  his  first  day's  horseback  ride  into  the 
country  secured  for  him  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  business.  The  com- 
pany has  had  a  most  wonderful  and  healthy 
growth  until  a  mammoth  business  is  now 
being  conducted  in  the  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen counties  of  the  state  of  ^Missouri.  At 
the  present  time,  after  eleven  years  of  work, 
with  very  few  exceptions  every  land-owner 
in  Atchison  county  carries  a  policy  in  the 
jMutual  Insurance  Companies.  Insurance  in 
some  of  the  companies,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  this  central  company  at  Rockport, 
is  carried  at  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  cost 
of  insurance  in  eastern  companies.  The 
fifficers  have  just  reason  to  mention  this 
fact  with  pride,  for  it  represents  thousands 
jbi  dollars  annually  saved  to  the  insuring 
'  i)ublic.  Each  year  the  companies  are  gain- 
ing the  confidence  of  a  greater  number  of 
])eople,  as  the  fact  is  demonstrated  that  mu- 
tual insurance  is  no  longer  an  untried  ven- 
ture, but  lias  been  proved  to  be  a  most 
glowing  success,  even   though   it   has  met 


with  very  severe  and  uncalled  for  opposi- 
tion from  line  companies  and  their  agents. 
The  promoters  of  mutual  insurance  may  also 
be  proud  of  the  fact  that  from  a  very  insig- 
nificant beginning  in  putting  into  practical 
application  the  principles  of  mutual  insurance 
in  Missouri  in  1889  this  mo\-e  has  inspired 
other  states  to  introduce  this  method  of  in- 
surance, which  is  now  found  in  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Iowa,  Arkansas  and  many  other 
states  of  the  Union,  which  are  benefitted  by 
the  organization  and  success  of  the  plan. 
.\lthough  capital  and  effort  opposed  the  mu- 
tual plan  and  its  beginning  was  small,  the 
officers  of  the  company  continued  their  work 
until  their  business  has  now  assumed  mag- 
nificent proportions.  They  have  over  fif- 
teen million  dollars  of  assessable  capital  and 
the  confidence  of  a  ver}'  large  per  cent  of  the 
people  not  influenced  by  line  insurance 
agents.  In  1889,  the  year  in  which  the 
first  company  was  organized,  two  other 
companies  were  also  established  to  engage 
in  the  mutual  insurance  business,  namely : 
The  Globe  Lodge  of  the  Farmers  and  La- 
borers' Mutual  Protection  Life  and  Accident 
Insurance  Company  and  the  Missouri  Farm- 
ers' Tornado,  Cyclone  and  \^'ind-Stornl  In- 
surance Conlpan3^  The  cost  of  the  latter 
to  the  people  has  been  less  than  the  interest 
on  the  old  line  rate,  there  having  been  but 
five  assessments  during  the  last  ten  years, 
ending  in  1900. 

.\fter  the  passage  of  a  bill  permitting 
farmers  to  organize  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
suring against  hail,  the  Farmers'  ^^lutual 
Hail  Insurance  Company  of  Missouri  was 
organized.  This  made  but  one  assessment 
in  three  3'ears,  at  a  cost  of  one  per  cent. 
The  same  year,  1897,  the  legislature  enacted 
a  law  authorizing  the  chartering  of  plate- 
glass  insurance  by  mutual  companies,  and 
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Business  Office  at  Headquarters  of  ttie  Missouri  Mutual 
Insurance  Companies,  Rockport,  Mo. 
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under  tliis  law  the  Missouri  Town  Mutual 
Plate-Glass  Insurance  Company  was  author- 
ized to  transact  business.  The  business  ac- 
cumulated so  rapidly  that  in  1897  it  was 
found  that  the  quarters  of  the  company  were 
becoming  inadequate  for  the  demand  for 
space,  and  Mr.  Stapel  devised  a  plan  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  building,  one  which  should 
be  equal  to  the  demands  upon  it  made  by 
the  business  for  which  it  was  designed.  He 
interested  about  two  hundred  people  in  the 
scheme,  and  the  result  was  the  erection  of 
a  fine  two-story  pressed-brick  and  stone 
building,  the  dimensions  of  which  were 
twenty-six  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
The  building,  fixtures,  cases,  application  and 
policy  files,  boxes  and  furniture  cost  over 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
the  most  attractive  building  west  of  Chicago. 
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It  is  supplied  with  water-works,  electric 
lights  and  telephone  and  is  also  in  direct  tel- 
egraphic communication  with  all  the  world. 
This  is  the  first  riiutual-insurance  building  in 
Missouri  or  the  United  States.  From  it 
are  directed  the  operations  of  hundreds  of 
agents,  who  in  all  parts  of  the  state  take 
applications  and  collect  premiums  for  the 
fire,  tornado,  life,  hail,  plate-glass  and  acci- 
dent departments  of  the  Rockport  companies. 
These  companies  have  paitl  in  the  past  eleven 


years  for  losses,  deaths,  accidents,  etc.,  over 
one  thousand  claims,  aggregating  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  fine 
building  is  named  in  honor  of  its  promoter, 
the  Stapel  Mutual  Insurance  Building.  It 
has  a  steel  vault,  with  steel  boxes,  containing 
twenty-two  million  dollars'  worth  of  insur- 
ance. As  fast  as  the  above  mentioned  com- 
panies were  organized  Mr.  Stapel  became 
their  secretary,  and  has  ever  since  continued 
to  serve  each  company  in  that  capacity.  The 
success  of  his  insurance  enterprise  is  always 
uppermost  in  his  mind,  and,  while  it  is  yet 
in  its  infancy,  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  and 
safest  financial  institutions  of  the  state,  do- 
ing business  in  nearly  every  county  and  with 
branch  institutions  in  Arkansas  and  Texas. 
In  addition  to  Mr.  Stapel  the  companies 
are  under  the  management  of  John  Knirim, 
president;  and  A.  E.  Lane,  W.  M.  Bressler, 
John  Cooper,  Joseph  Durfee,  A.  E.  Wyatt, 
D.  A.  Quick,  M.  T.  Buckham,  W.  H.  Hind- 
man,  C.  E.  V'olkmann,  E.  H.  Stapel  and  C. 
R.  Rolf. 

Besides  the  postoffice,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland,  Mr.  Sta- 
pel has  held  no  public  position.  He  main- 
tains a  membership  in  many  of  the  popular 
insurance  companies  and  is  a  Mason,  an  Odd 
Fellow,  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  a  Modern 
\\^oodman,  a  Woodman  of  the  World,  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  the  Iowa 
Traveling  Men's  Association,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows" Annuity  Association,  and  the  Safety 
Fund  Insurance  Society. 

Mr.  Stapel  was  first  married  in  1887, 
to  Lilly  Sly,  a  daughter  of  Judge  John  F. 
Sly,  of  Fairfax,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Stapel 
died,  leaving  a  son,  John.  In  1895,  while 
touring  in  Europe,  Mr.  Stapel  met,  at  Mu- 
nich, Germany,  Miss  Anna  Neidlein,  and  the 
same  year  they  were  married,   in  London, 
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England.  After  ^U:  and  Mrs.  Stapel's 
marriage  they  continued  tlieir  travels  in 
Holland,  Germany,  France,  Belgium  and 
England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stapel  have  a 
daughter,  named  Friedc.  In  July,  1900, 
Mr.  Stapel,  together  with  his  family,  sailed 
for  the  Paris  E.xposition  and  afterward 
completed  a  tour  of  Euro])e.  returning  to 
the  United  States  in  the  autumn.  They  are 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

In  1886  Mrs.  Stajjel  entered  the  Con- 
servatory of  Music,  at  Munich,  Germany, 
where  she  studietl  piano  and  voice  culture 
and  where  she  was  graduated  in  1893,  and 
in  this  country  she  is  well  known  for  her 
musical  attainments. 


}*IRS.  WILLIAM  DUNN. 

Mrs.  William  Dunn  is  one  of  the  well 
known  residents  of  Linculn  township.  Her 
husband,  the  late  William  Dunn,  died  Au- 
gust 16,  1895,  and  the  community  lost  one 
of  its  valuable  citizens.  He  was  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Lincoln  town- 
ship and  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  who 
aided  in  the  promotion  of  every  interest  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  good  to  his  town  or 
county.  A  native  of  \\'estmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  October  13, 
1834,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Barber) 
Dunn,  the  former  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
state,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  By  their  marriage  they  became 
the  parents  of  fi\'e  sons  who  reached  mature 
j-ears,  namely :  John,  Thomas  G.,  William, 
Matthew  and  James.  The  last  named  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  living  in 
Greeley,  Colorado.  The  daughters  of  the 
family  are :  Jane,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa; 
Mrs.    Sarah    Dougherty,    who  died  in    the 


same  county;  Catherine  G.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  live  years;  and  Mrs.  Lydia  Dill,  who 
departed  this  life  in  Eskridge.  Kansas.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  in  Winchester, 
Kansas,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two. 
He  was  a  l)lacksmith  by  trade  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  followed  that  pur- 
suit. He  held  membership  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  church  and  his  life  was  in  har- 
mony with  his  professions.  His  wife,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  church,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  The  children  were  reared  in 
that  religious  faith  and  upon  their  minds 
were  early  impressed  the  lessons  tending 
toward  the  development  of  an  honorable 
manhood  and  wtmianhood. 

William  Dunn  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
the  Keystone  state,  and  in  his  father's  shop 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  working  at 
the  forge  for  some  time.  He  became  an  ex- 
pert in  the  methods  of  handling  iron  and 
steel,  and  his  mechanical  genius  enabled  him 
to  keep  e\erything  about  his  farm  in  good 
condition.  The  educational  privileges  which 
he  enjoyed  were  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When  the 
country  became  involved  in  civil  war  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union,  entering  the 
federal  service  as  a  member  of  the  Seventy- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  with  which  he 
remained  for  two  years.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Petersburg  and  lost  the  index 
finger  of  his  right  hand,  which  was  shot  off 
in  an  engagement.  I  Ic  was  also  in  sexcrai 
other  battles  and  skirmishes  as  a  member  ot 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  Virginia.  Ke 
then  received  an  honorable  discharge  anc'  re- 
turned to  liis  home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  Mr.  Dunn  had 
married  Miss  Rachel  McClellan,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Pennsylvania.  They  had 
five  children,   three  of  whom  are  now  de- 
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ceased,  one  liaving-  died  while  Mr.  Dunn  was 
serving  his  country  as  a  soldier.  Mrs'.  Su- 
san E.  Stewart  has  also  passed  away,  dying 
in  Clay  Center,  Kansas,  and  John  M.  died  in 
Louisa  county,  Iowa,  April  4,  1877.  In  1866 
Mr.  Dunn  removed  the  family  to  Louisa 
county,^  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  1879, 
working  at  his  trade  and  following  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  llis  first  wife  died  in  that 
county,  and  was  sur\-i\-e(l  hy  the  following 
children:  Sarah  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Walker, 
of  Page  county,  Iowa;  John  M.:  Susan  E., 
who  has  since  died,  the  wife  of  Matthew 
SteW'art,  of  Clay  Center,  Kansas ;  and  Nancy, 
the  wife  of  Rohert  Peck,  of  Xorthboro, 
Iowa.  'Sh.  Dunn  was  again  married,  his 
second  wedding  taking  place  in  Page  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  Sarah  A.  Glasgow  ])ecoming  his 
wife.  She  indeed  proved  to  him  a  faithful 
companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey. 
She  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, near  Pittsburg,  a  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Sarah  (Taggart)  Glasgow,  the 
former  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  while 
the  latter  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
Mrs.  Dunn  was  a  maiden  of  eleven  summers 
when  the  family  emigrated  to  the  western 
part  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  Her  fa- 
ther died  in  1857,  leaving  to  the  mother  the 
care  of  the  following  children:  Elias 
Thomas;  John  Calvin;  Mrs.  Sarah  Dunn; 
Donald  C. ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  II,  W'alk- 
inshaw,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa  Volunteers;  William;  Aviary  Agnes, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Andrew  Wilson 
and  Robert  Hamilton,  both  deceased.  Two 
of  the  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  Ci\il  war, 
John  Calvin  being  a  mem])er  of  Company 
C,  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Page  county;  while  Donald  C,  a 
resident  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  serveil  also  witli 
the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteer^. 


The  mother  died  in  Page  county,  Iowa,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  in  the  faith  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
she  was  a  consistent  member. 

Unto  William  and  Sarah  Dunn  were  born 
three  children :  Bertha  Mary,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  high  school  of  Westboro  and  is 
now  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  of  Lin- 
coln township;  W.  T.  G.,  wdio  is  eighteen 
years  of  age;  and  John  Oliver,  who  is  now 
sexen.teen  years  of  age.  Their  home  is  a 
fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  was  purcliased  by  Mr.  Dunn  on  his 
removal  to  Lincoln  township.  On  the  farm 
are  a  good  residence,  commodious  barns  and 
outbuildings,  a  windmill  and  the  latest  im- 
proved machinery.  Mr.  Dunn  was  a  very 
progressive  agriculturist  who  carefully  con- 
ducted his  Inisiness  afifairs  and  won  success 
thereby.  He  was  six  feet  in  height  and 
weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds; 
his  manner  was  genial  and  courteous;  his 
treatment  of  others  was  considerate,  antl  in 
his  family  he  was  a  devoted  husbantl  and 
father.  He  held  membership  in  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  church  and  enjoyed  the 
warm  regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs. 
Dunn,  since  her  husband's  death,  has  care- 
fully managed  her  business  interests  and 
cared  for  her  children  and  has  displayed  con- 
siderable business  and  executive  ability  in 
the  control  of  the  farm.  She,  too,  has  many 
friends  and  is  widely  known  in  her  adopted 
county.  

HENRY  P.  HCRST. 
Henry  P.  Hurst,  a  prominent  and  repre- 
sentative farmer  and  stock-rai.ser  of  Atchi- 
son county,  was  born  in  h'ayette  cnunly, 
Ohio,  Alav  13.  1843.  li'^  parents  being  Will- 
iam and  Charlotte  (Duvall)  Hurst,  both  of 
whom  were  nati\'es  of  Ohio,  in  which  state 
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they  were  married.  The  fatlier  was  a  son  of 
James  Hurst,  also  a  native  of  Oliio,  to  which 
state  the  family  remoxed  from  ^Maryland, 
when  James  Hurst  was  a  young  man.  He 
was  a  brick  masuia  and  also  operated  a  farm 
in  the  Buckeye  state.  He  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Missouri,  locating  near  St.  Jo- 
seph in  1850,  but  subsequently  he  came  to 
Atchison  county.  His  last  days  were  spent 
in  the  home  of  his  children.  An  earnest 
Christian  gentleman,  he  long  held  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
took  an  active  part  in  its  work,  laboring 
earnestly  for  its  promotion  and  for  the  adop- 
tion of  its  principles.  A  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  honor,  he  enjoyed  the  high  re- 
gard of  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  family 
were  twelve  children,  namely :  William, 
Hooper,  Caroline,  Sarah,  Thomas,  Elliott, 
Ezra,  Charles,  Joseph,  ]Mary  J.,  Harriet 
and  C_\-nthia. 

William  Hurst,  the  father  uf  our  subject, 
was  reared  to  manhi;()d  and  married  in  Ohio, 
where  he  began  the  struggle  of  life.  In 
1855,  believing  that  h.e  might  better  his  finan- 
ciay  condition  and  supply  his  family  with 
more  comfort  and  pri\ileges  in  the  west,  he 
he  came  to  Missouri,  establishing  a  home  in 
the  fertile  region  of  Atchison  county.  They 
there  endured  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life,  but  ultimately  their  labors  were 
rewarded.  The  father  purchased  a  tract  of 
school  land  and  transformed  it  into  an  ex- 
cellent farm,  the  rich  and  fertile  soil  becom- 
ing fields  of  productiveness.  He  also  carried 
on  stock-raising  and  met  with  a  fair  degree 
of  success  for  that  day.  He  was  widely  and 
favorably  known,  his  sterling  integrity  and 
honor  ccmnnanding  the  cnntidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  knew  him.  I'olitically  he 
was  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  tilled  the  office  of  jus- 


tice of  the  peace  and  he  was  a  consistent  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
He  died  in  August,  1887,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  about  twelve  years,  passing  away 
in  1899,  ^t  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years. 
Their  children  were :  Mareen,  a  farmer  of 
Nebraska;  Thomas,  of  Atchison  county;. 
Henr\'  P.,  of  this  review;  B.  \V.,  an  attor- 
ney at  law  at  Oilman  City,  Missouri ;  Mrs. 
Alice  Smelser,  in  Kansas ;  Hannah,  Florence 
and   Lienoir.     Three   are  deceased. 

Henry  P.  Hurst,  whose  name  introduces- 
this  record,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  as  a  boy  he  followed  the  plow,  turning 
the  furrow  in  many  a  field  that  was  under- 
going preparation  for  the  spring  planting. 
He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  had  attained  his  majoritJ^  He  has  been 
a  resident  of  Missouri  since  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  His  first  business  \enture  was 
the  purchase  of  a  calf,  which  he  raised  and 
sold.  In  later  years  he  and  his  brother  rent- 
ed a  farm  together  and  afterward  bought 
property,  continuing  its  cultivation  for  five 
years,  when  ]Mr.  Hurst  of  this  review  was 
married  and  their  business  interests  were 
dissolved,  our  subject  selling  his  share  in  the 
farm.  He  then  bought  eight}'  acres  of  land, 
upon  which  he  yet  lives,  and  as  the  years 
passed  and  his  financial  resomxes  increased 
he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  fields  un- 
til the  homestead  farm  now  comprises  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  addition  to 
which  he  has  seventy  acres  in  another  part 
of  the  county  and  eighty  acres  in  Iowa. 
Throughout  the  years  lie  has  engaged  in 
dealing  in  calves  and  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful stock-dealer  for  almost  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  His  business  interests  have  been 
so  carefully  conducted  that  he  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  residents  of  the  community. 
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anil  in  addition  to  liis  farming  investments 
lie  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Tarkio,  and  has  property  in  that 
place  which  is  rented.  His  home  farm  is  un- 
tier  a  very  high  state  of  cultivation,  divided 
into  grain  fields,  meadows  and  grazing  pas- 
tin-es.  There  are  a  commodious,  two-story 
frame  dwelling,  nicely  located  on  a  natural 
building  site,  a  large  barn  and  substantial 
outbuildings.  There  are  also  a  fine  grove 
and  an  excellent  orchard  upon  the  place,  to- 
gether with  all  modern  accessories  and  con- 
veniences which  go  to  luake  up  a  mr.del 
farm  of  the  twentieth  century.  In  i86j  Mr. 
Hurst  took  the  place  of  his  brother,  who  was 
serving  in  the  Fifth  ^Missouri  Ca\alr_\-  in  the 
federal  army  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
and  had  been  wounded,  in  consequence  of 
\\hich  he  was  incapacitated  for  duty.  Our 
subject  served  in  his  stead  for  four  months 
and  was  stationed  at  Kansas  Cit}'  and  Inde- 
pendence. Previous  tn  this  time  he  had  been 
serving  in  the  state  guards  and  was  sworn 
into  tile  state  ser\-ice. 

April  lo,  1870,  I\Ir.  Hurst  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Angeline  Hindman,  a  lady 
of  intelligence,  born  in  Holt  county,  I\Iis- 
souri,  and  a  representative  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family,  her  parents  being  John  and 
Nancy  J.  (Stephenson)  Hindman.  \\'illiam 
Hindman,  her  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  but  m(i\-ed  to  Missouri  at  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Holt  county.  Here  he  be- 
came a  well  known  fanner.  His  cliildren 
were :  Thomas,  ^Marion,  William  and  John 
M.  John  Hindman  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  and  later  entered 
the  INIexican  war,  where  he  saw  active  service 
and  many  hardships.  He  received  from  the 
United  States  government  a  land  warrant, 
which  was  laid  out  in  I  lull  county.  This  he 
greatly  improved  and  afterward  sold,  mov- 


ing to  Atchison  county,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  for  several  years,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  left  considerable  property.  He 
was  born  in  October,  1825,  and  his  death 
occurred  June  18,  1858.  He  married  Nancy 
J.  Stephenson,  who  was  born  February  10, 
1830,  in  Parke  county,  Indiana.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Front- 
man)  Stephenson.  JNIargaret  Frontman  was 
a  daughter  of  Peter  Frontman,  who  was  of 
German  descent.  The  Stephenson  family 
v.-ere  the  first  white  settlers  in  Holt  county, 
Missouri,  where  they  assisted  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  place,  ^\'illiam 
Stephenson,  ^Irs.  Hurst's  maternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Culpeper  county,  A  ir- 
ginia,  in  March,  1789.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  ami  his  mother  was  born 
in  France.  He  was  married  in  Virginia  in. 
1813,  to  Margaret  Frontman,  and  then 
moved  to  Bond  county,  Illinois,  where  sev- 
eral of  his  children  were  born.  He  then 
moved  to  Parke  county,  Indiana,  where  he 
remained  until  June,  1840,  when  he  took  up 
his  final  residence  in  Holt  county,  Missouri, 
where  two  of  his  sons  resided.  He  died  ii^ 
1842,  and  his  wife  lived  for  several  years 
afterward.  Their  children  were  as  follows': 
Mrs.  Theresa  Baldwin,  Blank  S.,  Peter,  Mrs. 
George  Baxter,  William,  John  F.,  Alexan- 
dria, Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  Hindman, 
Nancy  J.,  James,  Michael  A.,  Elnia,  2\lrs. 
Rebecca  Collins,  I\Irs.  Sarah  Ilnlton  and 
Mrs.  Rachel  Rice. 

John  jM.  and  Nancy  (Stephenson)  Hind- 
man were  the  i)arenls  of  four  children:  \\  . 
H. ;  Angeline,  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject :  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  L.  Mooney;  and  Robert,  of  .\r- 
kansas.  January  18,  1859,  Mrs.  Hindman 
married  John  Sly.  of  Pickaway  count v, 
Ohio.  He  was  born  l>'ebruary  22,  182S,  a 
son  of  Henry  and  .\nn   (  McColli^ter)   Sly. 
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Henry  Sly  was  a  native  <>t  Xirginia  and  his 
wife  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  John  Sly 
engaged  in  shipping  cattle  in  his  native 
state,  and  in  1S57  located  in  Clark  town- 
ship. Atchison  county.  ^lissouri.  where  he 
innxhased  a  large  tract  of  laiul,  on  which  he 
built  a  large  brick  house  and  se\-eral  fine  out- 
l)nildings.  He  served  several  years  as  coun- 
ty judge  and  was  well  known  in  tlie  commu- 
nity. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sly  were  the  parents  of 
lour  children:  H.  O.,  a  prominent  farmer; 
Lillian,  th.e  wife  of  H.  F.  Staple;  Senoma, 
the  wife  of  George  Hunter;  and  ^fary.  the 
wife  of  H.  E.  U'yatt.  ^Ir.  Sly  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  His  wife  died  December 
25.  1882.     He  is  still  living. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurst  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  as  follows :  Bertha,  now  the 
Avifeof  W.  Cavner;  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  Oscar,  who  is  working 
the  homestead  farm;  Clarence,  an  agricultur- 
ist (  n  two  liundrcd  and  eighty  acres  in  Lin- 
coln township;  Irena,  the  wife  of  G.  Peck; 
Pearl,  Zilpha,  Carl,  Nina,  3ilyrtle,  Blanche 
and  Benjamin.  The  younger  members  of 
the  family  are  all  at  home  and  are  stduents 
in  school.  In  his  jjolitical  affiliations  i\Ir. 
Hurst  is  a  Republican  and  kee])s  well  in- 
formed on  the  issues  of  the  clay,  hut  has 
never  been  an  a.spirant  for  nfiice.  His  has 
been  a  busy,  active  and  useful  career,  and  to 
liis  diligence  and  perse\erance  he  owes  his 
success.  His  business  methods  have  been 
straightforward  and  honorable,  and  he  has 
ever  shown  himself  worthy  of  the  high  re- 
gard of  those  with  whom  he  has  had  an\- 
dealings. 

TARKIO    COLLLGK. 
Tarkio  College  is  located   in   Tarkio.  a 
town  of  two  thousand   inhabitants,  on   the 
Tarkio  X'allev  branch  of  the   Kansas  Citv, 


St.  Jo.seph  &  Council  Bluffs  Railnjad,  and 
in  the  center  of  Atchison,  the  northwestern 
county  of  Missouri.  A  ])rivate  institution 
was  organized  in  Tarkio  under  the  name  of 
the  Tarkio  Valley  College  and  Xomial  In- 
-stitute,  on  August  30,  1883.  This  became 
Tarkio  College  by  a  charter  obtained  on  Oc- 
tober 8,  1884.  The  trustees  of  the  new  col- 
lege were  chosen  "by  the  synod  of  Kansas 
and  by  the  presbytery  of  College  Springs 
of  the  L'nited  Presbyterian  church,  with  the 
exception  of  three  local  trustees  provided 
for  by  the  laws  of  ^lissouri  and  elected 
by  the  board  itself.  Its  first  president  was 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  ^larshall,  D.  D.  He  re- 
mained in  office  until  June,  1887,  and  died 
at  his  residence  in  Tarkio,  .\ugust  31,  1888, 
His  successor  in  the  presidency  was  Rev. 
J.  A.  Thompson,  the  present  incumbent. 

Li  September,  1886,  the  synod  of  Iowa 
was  substituted  for  the  presbytery  of  Col- 
lege Springs  in  the  administration  of  the 
college.  The  synod  of  Nebraska  agreed  to 
share  its  management  in  Sei)tember,  1887, 
and  the  .synod  of  Kan.sas,  having  established 
an  institution  within  its  own  bounds, 
withdrew  from  control  of  Tarkio  College 
in  October,  1889.  The  management  of  tlie 
college  is  vested  in  a  lx)ard  of  directors, 
thirteen  in  number,  of  whom  four  are  elected 
by  the  synod  of  Nebraska,  six  by  the  synod 
of  Iowa,  and  the  remaining  three  by  the 
board  itself.  These  synods  include  the 
congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  located  in  Iowa.  Nebraska  and  Col- 
orado, and  some  of  those  located  in  Mis- 
souri. 

The  college  was  organized  by  men  who 
knew  the  \alue  of  a  Christian  education.  It 
was  and  is  their  purpose  to  make  the  school 
effective  tor  all  the  purposes  of  education, 
intellectual.    i)bysical,   spiritual,    and    to   ad- 
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vance  the  interests  of  the  individual,  keep- 
ing- in  mind  the  l^est  interests  of  society  and 
alioxe  aU  the  s:I<jr\-  of  (lod. 


JOSEPH  A.  THOMPS(3X. 

Xo  adequate  memorial  of  Joseph  Addi- 
son Thompson  can  he  written,  for  the  work 
\vith  wliich  he  is  connected  is  one  which  is 
immeasnrahle.  ha\"ing  to  do  with  the  intel- 
lectual progress  and  character  dex'elojmient 
of  the  individual.  Of  such  a  work  as  his 
it  is  difficult  to  gain  a  clear  and  correct  con- 
ception and  it  is  with  a  feeling  of  hesitancy 
that  the  biographer  enters  upon  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  history:  yet  as  the  head  of  Tar- 
kio  College  Professor  Thom])son  occupies  a 
prominent  position  in  the  state  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  is  wideh"  recognized  as  an  edu- 
cator of  superior  merit,  as  a  man  of  scliolarly 
attainments,  broad  humanitarian  principles 
and  high  moral  \V(^rth.  He  was  l)iirn  near 
'Ross  Grove,  in  Dekalb  count}-.  Illinois,  on 
February  <S.  i860,  and  is  the  third  son  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Findley  and  Ellen  (Given) 
Thompson,  the  former  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  father  is  a  minister  of  the  United  Pres- 
In-terian  church  and  has  devoted  his  entire 
life  t(j  the  holy  calling.  His  wife,  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  passed  away  on  the  15th 
of  February,  1891. 

During  the  boyhood  of  their  son  Joseph 
lie  resided  with  his  family  near  Sa\anna. 
Illinois,  also  in  Rock  Island,  that  state,  and 
in  Dickson,  Tennessee.  He  obtained  much 
of  his  preliminary  education  in  the  latter 
state,  but  subsequently  entered  the  sopho- 
more class  in  Monmouth  College,  at  ^Ion- 
mouth,  Illinois,  in  January,  181S0,  and  grad- 
uated,  with  the  first  honors  of  his  class,  in 
1882.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
been  connected   with   educational   work    for 


the  benefit  of  man's  intellectual  or  spiritual 
nature.  He  began  his  career  as  a  teaclier 
in  a  small,  one-room  l(;g  school-house  near 
Dickson,  Tennessee,  before  entering  college. 
After  his  graduation  he  became  the  principal 
of  a  little  school  at  Spring  Hill,  Indiana, 
and  in  September,  1883,  he  matriculated  in 
Allegheny  Seminary,  at  Allegheny,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  a  course 
in  theology.  After  two  years  thus  passed 
he  spent  a  sun-imcr  in  teaching  at  Stanton, 
Pennsylvania,  and  subsequently  \\  ent  to 
Princeton,  New  Jersey,  where  he  pursued 
the  third  year  of  the  theological  course  in 
Princeton  Seminarv,  receiving  his  diploma 
from  that  institution  in  1886. 

Professor  Thompson  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  United  Presbytery  of  New 
York  soon  after  his  graduation  and  was 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian congregation  at  Chetopa,  Kansas, 
ir,  the  fall  of  that  year.  On  the  7th  of  April, 
1887,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the 
presbytery  of  Garnett,  at  Ottawa,  Kansas, 
and  a  few  days  later  was  installed  as  the 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Chetopa.  In  June 
of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  pres- 
idency of  Tarkio  College,  in  Tarkio,  Mis- 
souri, and  has  since  remained  at  the  head 
(if  that  institution.  He  had  been  married 
on  the  28th  of  December.  188(1.  to  Miss 
Lillian  Esther  Logan,  who  had  been  his  as- 
sistant in  the  Spring  Hill  school.  Put  her 
n-iarried  life  was  of  short  duration,  for  Mrs, 
Thompson  passed  away  in  Tarkio,  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1888.  On  the  14th  of  July, 
1891,  Professor  Thoni]ison  was  again  mar- 
ried, bis  second  union  being  with  Lillie 
Olivia  Woodling.  of  Beach  City.  Ohio. 
Three  daughters  have  been  born  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage :  Mary  Lyon,  Margaret  Logan 
and  Elizabeth  Ellen. 
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In  June.  1891,  the  honorary  title  of  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  was  conferred  ujion  Professor 
Thompson  by  Westminster  College  at  New 
Wilmington,  Pennsylvania.  In  April,  1900, 
he  was  given  leave  of  absence  by  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  Tarkio  College,  that  he 
might  accept  of  an  offer  made  him  by  the 
alumni  of  tlie  college  to  take  a  trip  througli 
Eg}-])!,  Italy.  Switzerland,  Frar.ce,  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Me  .■^pent  several 
months  in  lra\-eling  through  those  countries. 
visiting  the  many  scenes  of  historic  and 
modern  interest  and  storing  his- mind  with 
much  \-aluable  information  concerning  those 
lands  and  their  people.  Since  returning  to 
his  college  duties  in  August,  1900,  he  has 
delivered  a  number  of  lectures  and  addresses 
based  upon  his  obserx'ations  made  upon  that 
trip. 

He  gi\es  to  his  work  most  careful 
thought  and  attention  and  is  quick  to  recog- 
nize an  idea  that  will  prove  of  practical  ben- 
efit and  use  in  his  educational  work.  At 
this  ])()int  it  would  be  alnmst  tautological 
to  enter  into  any  series  of  statements  to 
sliow  that  the  Professor  is  a  man  of  Ijroad 
intelligence  and  genuine  public  sjjirit,  for 
tliese  ha\-e  l.)een  shadowed  forth  between 
the  lines  of  this  review.  Strong  in  his  indi- 
viduality, he  ne\er  lacks  the  courage  of  his 
con\-ictions.  but  tliere  are  as  doniinating  ele- 
ments in  his  indi\iduality  a  lively  human 
sympathy  antl  an  abiding  charity,  which,  as 
taken  in  connection  with  the  sterling  integ- 
rity and  honor  of  his  character,  have  natur- 
ally gained  to  him  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  men. 

P.F.X  P.  LTTTS. 
Ben  F.  Litts,  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  early  families  of  northwestern  Missouri 
and   a  leading   farmer   and   stock-raiser,   is 


now  county  treasurer-elect  of  Xodaway 
county.  He  was  born  July  21.  1S5-.  in  Litts- 
ville,  Missouri,  the  town  having  been  named 
in  honor  of  his  father  in  1852.  His  parents, 
the  Rev.  George  W.  and  Sarah  (Davis) 
Litts,  were  both  natives  of  Wythe  county, 
Virginia,  and  in  1850  came  to  Nodaway 
county.  The  mother  died  in  1892,  but  the 
father  is  still  living  in  this  county  and  for 
thirty-h\-e  years  he  has  devoted  his  life  to 
proclaiming  the  gospel  as  a  member  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  church.  South.  He 
has  had  marked  influence  for  good  in  this 
portion  of  Alissouri,  and  his  life,  as  well  as 
his  precepts,  have  been  an  inspiration  to 
many  who  have  known  him. 

Mr.  Litts.  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Noda- 
way county,  i)ursuing  his  education  in  the 
pul)lic  schools  and  in  Smith's  Commercial 
College,  at  Savanna,  Missouri,  in  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  1879.  After 
completing  his  literary  course  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising  and 
has  since  followed  those  pursuits  with  good 
success.  He  now  owns  a  valuable  farm  oi 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  the  rich, 
alluvial  soil  yields  to  him  excellent  crops, 
while  in  his  ])astures  are  found  good  gra<les 
of  stock.  He  sells  considerable  stock  and 
thus  materially  adds  to  his  income. 

On  the  8th  of  November.  1879,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Litts  and  Miss 
Lizzie  Best,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Best,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  church.  To 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely :  {'rank  L., 
Bessie,  Effie,  Walter  R.  and  Paul  D.  Thq 
youngest,  George  W.,  died  July  28,  1895. 

Socially  Mr.  Litts  is  connected  with  the 
I^-ee  ]\Iasons,  Odd  P'ellows,  Knights  of 
Pvthias  and  the  Modern  \^'oodmen  of  Amer- 
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ica.  and  is  a  ineml^er  of  the  Fraternal  Aid 
Society.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
Democrat  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  growth  and  success'  of  his 
party,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its 
welfare.  For  four  years  he  was  the  assessor 
of  White  Cloud  township,  for  six  years  has 
been  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  township  hoard.  In  igoo 
he  was  made  the  n(^minee  of  his  part\-  for  the 
ofifice  of  county  treasurer,  and  at  the  Xovem- 
ber  election  recei\'ed  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  votes  o\er  W.  F.d  Gray, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  auil  impular  Re- 
publicans of  the  county.  He  will  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  keeper  of  the 
exchequer  April  i,  1901,  and  those  who  are 
familiar  with  his  business  ability  and  his  up- 
right character  have  no  fear  l)ut  that  his  ser- 
vices will  pro\'e  highly  satislactory  to  all 
concerned.  His  entire  life  liaxing  been 
passed  in  this  county,  he  is  widely  known, 
and  his  creditable  record  has  gained  him  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 


\'IRGIL  B.  HARRIS. 

\'irgil  B.  Harris,  a  prominent  and  re- 
liable farmer  of  Atchison  county,  ]\Iissoitri, 
was  born  in  Howard  county,  this  state,  near 
Fayette,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1856,  his 
parents  being  Thomas  B.  and  Margaret 
(Thompson)  Flarris.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Flarris,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  May,  1792,  but  removed  from  tjlie 
Old  Dominion  to  Kentucky,  w'lere  he  was 
married,  in  iMi/,  to  Aliss  Margaret  Down- 
ing, a  native  of  that  stato.  In  i8_>o  they 
went  to  Howard  county,  Missouri,  where  the 
father  became  a  prominent  farmer,  owner  of 
slaves  and  a  representative  citizen  of  his 
neighborhood.     In  his   family  were  the  fol- 


lowing named:  Mrs.  Fliza  .\tterbery, 
Thomas  B.,  Rachel  Jackson,  Hardin,  Cer- 
elda,  Ezekiel,  ("laybourne,  Margaret  and 
Mrs.  Polly  Thompson.  The  father  died  in 
May,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  in  iS7_',  both 
dying  on  the  anniversary  of  their  birth. 

Nero  Thompson,  the  maternal  grand fa- 
tb.er  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  South 
Carolina,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  came 
to  Missouri,  where  he  afterward  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Williams.  She  was  liorn  in 
North  Carolina,  but  in  an  early  day  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Missouri.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  Thompson  entered  land  near 
Fayette,  Missouri,  and  successfully  carried 
on  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1867.  He  owned  a  number  of  slaves, 
whose  labors  weve  utilized  in  impro\-ing  and 
culti\'ating  his  farm.  He  was  lo\-ed  b)-  all 
vvho  knew  him.  His  devotion  to  his  family 
was  most  marked.  He  counted  no  personal 
sacrifice  too  great  that  would  enhance  the 
happiness  and  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
wife  and  children,  and  it  seemed  that  he  could 
take  no  pleasure  in  anything  if  it  was  not 
also  enjoyed  by  them.  He  was  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  but  never  aspired  to  public  office. 
His  sympathy  was  with  the  south  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  but  when  hostilities  were 
inaugurated  lie  was  [do  old  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice. He  (lid  rdl  in  his  power,  howe\-er.  to 
aid  the  southern  cau.se,  permitting  his  boys 
to  go  to  the  front  to  battle  for  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right.  His  wife  was  a  consist- 
ent and  valued  member  of  the  old-school 
Baptist  church,  and  her  religion  was  not 
something  to  be  donned  on  Sund:iy  but 
formed  a  part  of  her  every-day  life.  Chris- 
tian principles  permeating  her  actions  and 
her  treatment  of  all  with  whom  she  came  in 
contact.      Her  death   occurred   about    1865. 
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Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thumpson  were  Ixjrn 
seven  children, — Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  William, 
]Mrs.  ^largaret  Harris,  Uriali,  ililton,  John 
and  W'iiloughby.  Most  of  the  children  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  mother  in  her 
Christian  life. 

The  Harris  and  Thompson  families  were 
united  through  the  marriage  of  Thomas  B. 
Harris  and  Margaret  Thompson.  The  for- 
mer was  born  May  2,  181S,  near  Gettysburg, 
in  Grayson  county,  Kentucky,  and  when  only 
two  years  of  age  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Howard  county,  Missouri,  where  he  was 
reared.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  married 
Margaret  Thompson,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1828.  The  wedding  was  celebrated 
on  the  i6th  of  January,  1845,  '^"d  soon  after- 
ward they  took  up  their  abode  upon  a  farm 
near  Fayette,  Missouri,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  the  death  of  the  wife 
and  mother,  November  it,,  1888.  She  was 
an  earnest  Christian  woman,  liolding  mem- 
bership in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr 
Harris  also  belongs  to  the  same  church,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  faithful  follower 
of  its  teachings.  He  served  for  two  years  in 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war 
and  in  his  political  at^liations  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  but  would  never  accept 
public  office.  Long  one  of  the  extensive  and 
prosperous  farmers  of  Howard  county,  he 
is  numbered  among  its  substantial  and 
A\orthy  citizens.  In  his  familv  were  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  were  married  and 
had  families  of  their  own.  namely:  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Brown,  William  T..  Mrs.  Olivia 
Cross,  Millard  P.,  Jerome  W'.,  X'irgil  B., 
Mrs.  Artemisha  Staiger,  Mrs.  Martha 
Spotts,  Mrs.  Belle  Jacobs  and  Mrs.  Price 
Markland. 

A'irgil  Harris  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Howard  county,  Missouri,  and  afterward  re- 


moved to  Platte  county,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1885.  He  had  managed  the  home- 
stead farm  for  his  father  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-nine years  of  age,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  a  farm 
in  Howard  county,  where  he  resided  for 
eight  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod he  came  to  Atchison  county,  in  1892, 
and  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  yet 
resides.  He  has  erected  a  commodious  res- 
idence and  has  made  many  substantial  im- 
provements, including  the  planting  of  or- 
chard and  shade  trees.  His  property  will 
now  compare  fa\'orably  with  any  farm  in  the 
township.  He  is  living  a  contented  and 
happy  life  uiwn  his  place,  his  time  being  oc- 
cupied with  the  care,  supervision  and  im- 
l)rovement  of  his  land. 

A  marriage  ceremony  performed  in  1885 
united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Harris  and  Miss 
Mary  F.  Lott,  a  daughter  of  Fountain  Pitt 
and  Elizabeth  (Newman)  Lott.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a  son  of  Will- 
iam Lott,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
state.  Jle  married  Elizabeth  Newman,  in 
Platte  county,  Missouri,  and  resided  there 
for  sixteen  years,  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1877  lie  came  to  Atchison  comity  and  pur- 
chased one  of  the  best  tracts  of  land  in  this 
portion  of  the  state,  but  sold  the  property  to 
his  son.  W.  R.  Lott,  in  i88_'.  His  political 
opinions  ha\e  always  been  in  accord  with 
those  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has 
li\'ed  to  a  good  old  age  and  has  never  desired 
political  preferment.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  valued  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist church.  During  the  Civil  war  his  sym- 
])athies  were  with  the  south  and  he  did  all  in 
his  ])ower  to  promote  its  cause.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lott  were  born  the  following. 
Robert.  Mrs.  Ellen  Petty,  George  \\'..  Mrs. 
\'.  B.  Harris  an<l  W'illard  B.    Three  bright 
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boys  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  Ins 
wife,  namely:  Thomas  L.,  ]x)rn  June  21, 
1889;  Virgil  G.,  born  August  21,  1895;  and 
Vodrae  B.,  born  June  12.  1S98.  j\lr.  and 
Mrs.  Harris  and  their  eldest  son  are  con- 
nected with  the  Missionary  Baptist  church 
and  socially  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  Camp.  The  family  is  one 
of  the  most  esteemed  of  the  neighborhood 
and  in  this  volume  well  deserves  mention 
among  the  representative  people  of  Atchison 
county. 

GEORGE  M.  IXGERSOX. 

This  enterprising  agriculturist  of  Noda- 
'.vay  county  is  the  owner  uf  a  line  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres,  pleasant- 
ly located  six  miles  north  of  Maryville  and 
two  miles  south  of  Pickering,  and  in  its' 
management  he  has  displayed  good  business 
ability  as  well  as  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
every  department  of  farm  work. 

Mr.  Ingerson  was  born  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, New  York,  February  22,  1842,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Tacey  (^Ballou)  Ingerson,  also 
natives  of  that  state.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Jonathan  Ingerson,  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
was  born  in  ^lassachusetts  of  English  ances- 
try, and  died  in  New  York  state.  He  was 
a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
and  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
His  chiKlren  were  Jesse,  Caroline,  James, 
Elizabeth,  Thomas,  Andrew,  Hannah,  Abi- 
gail and  Jane.  Our  subject's  maternal 
grandfather,  Eli  Ballon,  was  also  a  native 
of  Massachusetts  and  an  agriculturist,  who 
spent  his  last  days  in  New  York.  His  brother, 
Ho.sea  Ballou,  was  a  celebrated  Universalist 
minister  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  a 
man  of  national  fame.     VM  Ballou's  children 


were  Eli  V.,  Christian,  Phebe,  Hannah  and 
Tacey.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  a  family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  Adeline, 
who  died  unmarried;  Charles,  a  resident  of 
Oakland,  California;  Edgar,  Alice  and  Pur- 
cival,  all  of  Ohio.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Alethodist  church  and  most  esti- 
mable people. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  George 
M.  Ingerson  spent  upon  the  lumie  farm  in 
New  York  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  The  Civil  war  having 
broken  out,  he  enlisted  October  i,  1861,  in 
the  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  Third  Division,  Fifth 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Colonel  J. 
D.  Bailey,  the  first  commander  of  the  regi- 
ment, was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Se\'en  Pines, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  C.  S.  W'ain- 
wright.  In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Ingerson  was 
discharged,  but  on  the  ist  of  the  following 
February  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment  and  remained  in  the  ser- 
vice until  hostilities  ceased,  being  finally  dis- 
charged in  June,  1865,  as  quartermaster  ser- 
geant. During  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run 
he  was  captured,  but  three  days  later  was 
paroled  and  sent  to  the  parole  camp  at  An- 
napolis, where  he  was  exchanged  at  the  end 
of  four  months.  He  was  always  found  at 
his  post  of  duty,  valiantly  defending  the  old 
flag  and  the  cause  it  represented,  and  partici- 
pated in  many  skirmishes  and  se\enteen  hot- 
ly contested  battles,  but  fortunately  was 
never  wounded.  He  was  in  the  front  line  of 
battle  when  Lee  surrendered,  and  took  part 
in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  Elmira,  New  York, 
and  now  receives  a  small  pension. 

After  three  months  spent  at  his  home  in 
New  York,  Mr.  Ingerson  went  to  the  piner- 
ies of  northern  Minnesota,  where  he  was  en- 
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gaged  in  lumbering  three  years,  and  then 
made  a  prospecting  tour  through  Missouri, 
Kansas,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado.  Stop- 
ping at  Denver,  he  worked  at  carpentering 
and  mining  for  a  time,  and  later  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  at  Georgetown.  After 
liis  marriage,  in  1878,  he  followed  mining 
for  t\\-o  years,  and  then  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  purchased  his  present 
farm,  which  at  that  time  was  but  poorly 
improved.  He  has  since  erected  a  good  two- 
story  residence  and  two  large  barns  and 
other  outbuildings,  has  set  out  an  orchard 
and  made  other  improvements  which  add 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance of  the  place,  it  being  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  the  count}'.  He 
handles  considerable  stock,  a  part  of  which 
he  sells  in  the  local  markets  and  the  remain- 
der he  ships. 

In  1878  Mr.  Ingerson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clara  Scrafford,  who  waa 
born  in  Maine,  September  23.  1849,  ^  daugh- 
ter of  A.  H.  and  Saphronia  Bartlett,  also  na- 
tives of  that  state.  The  father,  who  was  a 
millwright  by  trade,  moved  from  Maine  to 
Wisconsin,  and  later  to  Kansas  and  Colo- 
rado, where  he  following  mining.  Subse- 
quently he  went  to  California  and  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  San  Diego.  He  is 
known  as  Colonel  Bartlett,  having  served 
with  that  rank  in  the  militia  during  early 
days.  His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  died  in  California.  Their 
children  were  Charles,  Erastus,  Henry  and 
Clara.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingerson  have  five 
children,  namely:  Adeline,  now  the  wife  of 
E.  Bainum ;  Ethel,  Alice,  Purcival  and  Anice, 
all  at  home.  Mrs.  Ingerson  is'  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church.  Socially  our  subject 
affiliates  with  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Pick- 
ering, and  politically  is  identified  with  the 


Republican  party.  As  a  citizen  he  has  ever 
been  found  ready  to  discharge  any  dutj'  de- 
volving upon  him,  and  his  loyalty  is  above 
question,  being  manifested  in  times  of  peace 
as  well  as  in  times  of  war. 


HENRY  W.  BOWER. 

Probably  every  state  in  the  Union  has 
furnished  representatives  to  Missouri,  and 
among  those  who  came  from  Indiana  wa3 
numbered  Henry  W.  Bower,  who  at  an  early 
da}-  in  the  development  of  Atchison  county 
took  up  his  residence  here  and  became  an  im- 
portant factor  in  its  development  and  prog- 
ress. He  was  born  in  Jay  county,  Indiana, 
March  11,  1848,  his  parents  being  George 
and  Hannah  (Whitman)  Bower.  They  were 
both  natives  of  Ohio  but  were  married  in 
the  Hoosier  state.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Cath- 
cnne  Bower,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  latter  of  Delaware.  They 
resided  for  some  time  in  Ohio  and  afteu 
rearing  their  family  there  removed  to  Iowa, 
where  they  remained  eight  years.  On  the  ex-< 
piration  of  that  period  they  returned  to  Ohio, 
v.here  they  spent  their  last  days.  They  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of  German 
lineage.  Their  children  were  George,  Wil- 
son, Henry,  Wesley,  Nicholas,  David,  Cath- 
erine and  Isabel. 

George  Bower,  the  father  of  our  usbject, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  state  of  his 
birth,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  In- 
diana, where  he  followed  the  carpenter's 
trade,  pursuing  that  occupation  until  1850, 
when,  attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  he  made  the  journey  overland 
across  the  hot  and  sandy  plains  and  tlirough 
mountain  passes  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where 
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he  engaged  in  mining  for  six  years.  H^ 
tlien  returned  by  way  of  the  water  route  to 
join  his  family  in  Indiana  and  with  them 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  continued  for 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  became  a  resi-i 
dent  of  Illinois,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Han- 
cock county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  at  the  old 
homestead.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  a  plain,  honest,  hard- 
v.'orking  man,  entirely  free  from  ostentation, 
pretending  nothing  beyond  what  he  really 
was,  and  commanding  the  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated  by  reason  of 
his  genuine  worth.  In  politics  he  was  orig- 
inally a  Whig  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that 
party  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  Repub- 
lican party.  His  first  wife  passed  away  about 
ten  years  before  his  death.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful and  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  the  daughter  of  James  Whitman, 
an  Ohio  farmer,  who  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Indiana, 
in  which  state  he  died.  He  had  seven  chil- 
dren :  Sarah ;  Hanna,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Barbara,  Elizabeth,  Harriet,  James, 
and  William.  Mr.  Bower  had  four  children : 
Mary,  the  wife  of  O.  Graham,  of  Nebraska ; 
Henry  W.;  Angeline,  the  wife  of  D.  Whit- 
stone;  and  Hattie,  the  wife  of  G,  Bushie. 

Henry  W.  Bower  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  whose  time  is  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  to  the  accjuire- 
inent  of  an  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Iowa  and  to  Illinois  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  afterward  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  and  later  rented  a  farm  for 
two  seasons,  carrying  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits   on    his    own    account.     In    1878    he 


crossed  the  Mississippi  river  and  spent  one 
winter  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  after  which  he 
was  for  some  time  engaged  in  prospecting 
in  Nebraska,  and  the  surrounding  country. 
The  following  year  he  came  to  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  and  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  wild  land. 

After  building  a  small  house  he  began 
breaking  the  prairie  and  fencing  the  fields 
and  soon  had  his  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  For  a  year  he  kept  bachelor's 
hall  and  then  his  sister  acted  as  housekeeper 
for  him  until  1882,  when  he  chose  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss' 
Ora  B.  Hoard.  He  then  began  life  in  earnest 
and  as  the  years  have  passed  prosperity  has 
attended  his  efforts.  About  1889  he  pur- 
chased another  eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining 
his  first  purchase  and  changed  his  place  of 
residence,  erecting  on  the  new  tract  a  commo- 
dious two-story  frame  dwelling,  a  large  barn 
and  good  outbuildings.  He  has  also  set 
out  an  orchard  which  yields  its  fruit  in  sea- 
son, and  groves  of  ornamental  and  forest 
trees  protect  his  home  from  the  hot  rays  of 
the  summer's  sun  and  add  to  the  value  and 
attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  His 
property  is  divided  into  fields  for  cultivation, 
into  meadow  land  for  hay  and  into  pastures 
for  grazing.  The  entire  farm  is  in  good  con- 
dition and  pleasantly  located  about  three 
miles  west  of  Westboro.  In  addition  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  this 
climate  he  has  carried  on  stock-raising,  feed- 
ing cattle  and  hogs. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1862,  Mrs'. 
Bower  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Indiana, 
and  twenty  years  later  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  him  whose  name  introduces  this 
record.  She  belongs  to  one  of  the  honored 
families  of  the  Hoosier  state.  Her  father 
died  while  serving  his  country  in  the  Civil 
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war  and  the  mother  also  died  during  tlie 
girlhood  of  Mrs.  Bower.  She  came  to  Mis- 
souri to  join  her  brother  and  here  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  him  to  whom  she  afterward 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage.  She  was'  the 
second  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Mrs. 
Kittie  Phillips,  Lucinda.  ]Mrs.  Malinda 
Short,  and  Lincoln,  who  died  in  Nodaway 
county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely:  Anna  B.. 
who  was'  born  May  18,  1884;  Millie  C, 
born  April  18,  1885;  and  Orville  \\'..  born 
June  24,  1888. 

Mrs.  Bower  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  her  many  sterling  qualities 
have  gained  her  the  friendship  of  those  with 
whom  she  has  become  acquainted  in  her 
Missouri  home.  Mr.  Bower  is  a  man  of  dili- 
gence and  enterprise.  His  life  has  been  an 
active  and  useful  one,  in  which  business  af- 
fairs have  been  so  conducted  that  success 
has  crowned  his  efforts  with  a  very  desirable 
competence. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  LEEPER. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all,  there 
is  no  man  in  Nodaway  county  who  occupies 
a  more  enviable  position  in  business  and 
political  circles  than  Judge  William  Leeper. 
He  possesses  untiring  energy,  is  quick  of 
perception,  forms  his  plans  readih-  and  is 
determined  in  their  execution;  and  his  close 
application  to  business  and  his  excellent  man- 
agement have  I)rought  to  him  the  high  degree 
of  prosperity  which  is  to-day  his. 

The  Judge  was  born  in  Dearborn  county, 
Lidiana,  March  15,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  A.  (Carberry)  Leeper, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Charles  Leeper,  was  also  born 
in  the  latter  state  of  Scotch-Trish  descent,  and 


belonged  to  a  prominent  old  family  of  Scot- 
land, which  included  a  number  of  profes- 
sional men  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  served  as  high 
sheriff  of  his  county.  As  the  proprietor  of 
the  Loudoun  furnace  and  forge,  as  well  as 
a  grist-mill  in  Pennsylvania,  he  became 
wealthy  and  influential,  but  by  going  security 
for  his  friends  he  lost  hea\ily.  He  died  in 
that  state.  His  children  were  Allen,  Charles, 
William,  Samuel,  Robert,  John,  James.  Mrs. 
Mary  Elder,  Betsy  and  Jane. 

Li  territorial  days  John  Leeper  went  to 
Lidiana  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Dearborn  county,  where  he  was  married. 
Having  learned  the  tanner's  trade  in  his  na- 
tive state  he  started  a  tanyard  in  Dearborn 
county,  and  with  the  money  made  in  this 
way  he  entered  land,  from  which  he  cleared 
the  hea\y  timber,  transforming  it  into  a 
good  farm.  Li  1831  he  sold  his  tannery  and 
farm  and  moved  to  Marion  county,  the  same 
state,  entering  land  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Acton.  Upon  the  farm  which  he  developed 
there  he  spent  the  i-emainder  of  his  life,  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Relig- 
iously he  was  a  strict  Presbyterian,  and 
politically  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  number  of  years  and  visited 
our  sul)ject  in  this  county,  but  died  in  Indi- 
ana, in  1870.  Her  father,  Joseph  Carberry, 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  coming 
to  this  country  in  colonial  days  took  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  with  the 
army  that  terrible  winter  at  \'alley  Eorge. 
For  some  years  he  followed  farming  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  then  moved  to  Lidiana,  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  a  small  farm  in  Dearborn- 
county,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  their 
last  days.  They  had  six  children,  namely : 
Valentine,  who  died  unmarried;  Peter:  Mrs. 
Nancy  Merlalt;  Margaret;  ^Irs.   Elizabeth 
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Pike,  wlinse  husl.and.  janies  Pike,  was  a  mili- 
tary man  of  much  talent,  and  liek.inged  to 
an  aristocratic  family;  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Mc- 
Cracken,  whose  husband  was  wealthy. 

Judge  Leeper  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the 
others  being  Charles,  who  died  in  Oklahoma, 
in  1897;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Pitcher,  a 
farmer  of  Indiana ;  Joseph,  who  went  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  1849  '^•''d  died  while  coming  home; 
Allen,  who  as  a  blacksmith  worked  for  the 
Confederate  arm\'  in  eastern  Missouri  during 
the  Civil  war  and  later  died ;  James,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Mexican  war  and  the  Union 
arm}'  in  the  Ci\'il  war;  John,  who  died 
young;  Valentine,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  latter  struggle  and  died  after  his  re- 
turn home;  Robert,  who  died  young;  Mar- 
garet, the  wife  of  Captain  Hyden;  and  Cath- 
erine, the  wife  <if  Joseph  Huston.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  In  religious  belief  their  mother 
was  a  Methodist. 

Although  Judge  Leeper  received  only  a 
limited  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county,  he  commenced  teaching 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  followed 
that  profession  for  some  time.  On  leaving 
the  parental  mof,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  found  employment  on  the  Broad  Ripple 
canal,  but  illness  soon  caused  him  to  return 
home.  Later  he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he 
taught  school  and  also  attended  school  one 
term.  During  the  three  years  he  spent  in 
that  state  he  was  variously  employed,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  possessed  a  horse  and 
fifty  dollars  in  money,  which  he  gave  in  ex- 
change for  eighty  acres  of  land  in  McLean 
countv.  This  he  leased  for  three  years,  but 
at  the  end  of  one  year  bought  the  right  ol  the  ] 
lessee  and  sold  the  place  for  three  hundred 


dollars.  \\'hile  there  he  bought,  unseen,  one 
hundred  and  sixt_\-  acres  of  land  in  Decatur 
county,  Indiana,  which  he  held  for  tliree 
_\-ears  and  then  srild  for  six  hundred  dollars, 
in  the  meantime  working  at  different  emplny- 
ments,  some  of  the  time  being  spent  in  his 
father's  sawmill.  He  helped  build  a  flatboat, 
on  which  he  floated  down  White  river  and 
then  tliiwn  the  Wabash  to  Shawneetown, 
where  he  left  the  boat  and  returned  home. 
After  building  a  log  barn  for  his  father,  he 
attended  the  State  University  at  Blooming- 
ton,  Indiana,  for  seven  months,  and  then 
again  taught  school.  He  had  Ijought  a  colt 
for  ten  dollars,  which  he  sold  at  the  age  of 
three* }'ears,  and  with  the  money  thus  ac- 
quired, in  addition  to  what  he  had  l)efore, 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  paying  for  the  same  three  hundred  dol- 
lars in  silver,  and  for  the  remaining  two  hun- 
dred he  was  given  credit  for  two  years  with- 
out interest,  .\fter  paying  all  and  obtaining 
liis  deed  he  had  only  fifteen  cents  remaining. 
For  a  short  time  he  worked  in  Kentucky,  and 
then  returned  home  mi  foot,  sleeping  one 
night  on  a  log  in  the  woods.  He  was  em- 
ployed at  making  roads  for  a  time,  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
his  land. 

In  1847,  in  Indiana,  Judge  Leeper  mar- 
ried Miss  Obedience  A.  Parsly,  a  native  of 
N'irginia,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer farmers  of  Indiana,  where  he  died.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being  James;  Samuel;  Daniel;  Alex- 
ander, who  died  in  Missouri;  Jessie;  Mrs. 
E.  Scott  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Judd.  Mrs. 
Leeper,  wIkj  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  died  March  26,  1867, 
leaving  the  following  children  :  James,  born 
lune  I-',  1848;  Charles  A.,  born  January  19, 
1850,  a  resident  of  Idnbn;  Joseph  W.,  born 
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Tune  28,  1852;  ^\'illiam  J.,  born  July  26, 
1854;  George  W.,  born  Juno  20,  1856;  Mary 
M.,  born  August  11,  1861,  tlie  deceased  wife 
of  A.  Kile;  and  Ollie  Bell,  born  July  26, 
1863.  wife  of  J.  S.  Faulconer,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Kansas. 

Judge  Leeper  was  again  married,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Almira  F.  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in 
Pike  county,  Ohio,  'May  14,  1849.  H^r  Par- 
ents were  Hiram  and  Mary  A.  (Strong) 
Lawrence,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Abraham  Lawrence,  was  a  farmer  of  Ohio, 
where  he  died.  He  had  two  sons,,  the 
younger  being  J.  Y.,  who  became  prominent 
and  wealthy.  Mrs.  Leeper's  father  came  to 
Missouri  in  1855,  and  after  two  years  spent 
in  Holt  county,  took  up  his  residence  inXod- 
away  county.  He  owned  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Nodaway,  Holt  and 
Andrew  counties,  and  successfully  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  a  Universalist  in  religious  belief. 
His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dor- 
othy Yocum  and  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 
His  father  died  in  Ohio,  and  his  mother  in 
Missouri,  and  his  wife  died  in  Missouri  in 
1859.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Mary  A..  Sarah,  Isa- 
bel, Willard,  Levi  and  Columbus.  To  Hiram 
and  ^lary  A.  (Strong)  Lawrence  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Electa  D.,  the  wife 
of  P.  Bender;  Hosea  B.,  Almira  F.,  Daniel 
S.,  Levi,  Annis  and  Charles.  By  his  second 
marriage  the  Judge  has  four  children :  Will- 
iam F.,  born  March  22,  1869;  Frederick  E., 
September  29,  1872;  Robert  C,  November 
26,  1877;  and  Hiram  L.,  February  i,  1883. 
Frederick  E.  is  now  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Judge  Leeper  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
state  militia  during  John  Morgan's  raid,  and 


as  the  officers  refused  to  let  him  fight  when 
he  w-ished  to,  he  left  the  company,  was  tried 
by  court  martial,  made  his  own  defense,  and 
was  released.  He  applied  for  a  commission 
to  raise  a  company,  was  elected  its  captain, 
and  enlisted  in  tlie  Ninth  Indiana  Cavalry. 
He  went  to  Louisville,  Nashville,  and 
Bridgeport,  Alabama,  in  pursuit  of  Hood, 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  he  became 
ill  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Pulaski, 
Tennessee.  \\'hile  there  he  resigned  and  then 
returned  home,  but  was  ill  for  some  time 
afterward. 

In  1864  Judge  Leeper  made  a  prospect- 
ing tour  to  Missouri,  and  on  his  return  home 
sold  his  property  in  Indiana  and  moved  to 
this  state.  In  1865  he  purchased  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Nodaway 
county,  for  eleven  thousand  dollars,  and 
commenced  farming.  He  has  since  bought 
and  sold  several  tracts,  and  has  become  one 
of  the  most  extensive  cattle  dealers  of  this 
county,  his  specialty  being  short  horns. 
He  has  also  been  an  extensive  land  owner 
here.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of 
the  Farmers'  Bank  at  Maitland,  and  is  also 
a  heavy  depositor  in  other  banks.  He  is  now 
practically  living  a  retired  life,  enjuying  the 
fruits  of  former  toil. 

As  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  county,  Judge  Lee- 
per has  taken  a  ver\-  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  has  served  as  county  judge  four 
years,  besides  filling  minor  offices.  He  was 
formerly  a  recognized  leader  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  attended  most 
of  its  conventions.  Although  he  is  now  liv- 
ing retired,  he  is  still  called  upon  to  give  his 
advice  in  business  transactions,  for  he  is  a 
man  of  sound  judgment,  keen  discrimination 
and  great  sagacity.  He  is  also  a  good  judge 
of  law,  can  attend  to  legal  business  accurate- 
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\\\  and  has  successfully  administered  estates 
and  acted  as  guardian  of  heirs.  The  record 
of  his  life  is  that  of  a  man  who  through  his 
own  unaided  efforts  has  worked  his  way  up- 
ward to  a  position  of  prominence  and  af- 
fluence. His  life  has  been  one  of  industry 
and  perseverance,  and  the  systematic  and 
honorable  business  methods  he  has  followed 
have  won  him  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all. 


WILLIAM  S.  S\MXFORD. 

This  gentleman  is  owner  and  occupant 
■of  the  Long  Branch  Stock  Farm.  Not  a  bet- 
ter known  or  more  popular  man  resides  in 
Kodaway  county,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  men  in  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  December 
21,  1854,  a  son  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Thompson)    Swinford. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  was 
Elisha  Swinford,  who  married  Thank- 
ful Done,-  of  South  Carolina.  He  was 
a  native  of  England,  and  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Kentucky,  where  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  His'  children  were 
Polly,  James,  Sally,  John,  William,  Betsy, 
Samuel  and  Xancy.  John  Swinford  grew  to 
manhood  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1826  married 
and  mo\ed  to  Putnam  county,  Indiana, 
where  he  became  a  prosperous  and  well 
known  farmer.  He  lived  on  the  homestead 
until  his  death.  Early  in  life  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  later  became  a  Democrat.  His  chil- 
(h^en  were :  William,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Wilson  P.,  residing  in  Nodaway  coun- 
ty; George,  also  of  this  county;  Salene,  now 
I\Irs.  Tucker,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana: 
Thankful,  now  Mrs'.  Wright;  Mrs.  luiseba 
Leatherman;  Polly  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  Ham- 
brick;  and  Nancy  S.,  the  wife  of  R.  Hart. 


\\'illiam  Swinford,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Harrison  cijuiity,  Ken- 
tuck}',  November  20,  181 5,  and  was  reared 
to  a  life  of  honest  toil.  When  he  was  eleven 
years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Indiana,  and 
there  he  assisted  his  father  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  married  and 
began  farming  for  himself,  remaining  in  In- 
diana until  1856,  when  he  located  in  Noda- 
v.ay  county,  Missouri.  He  bought  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  his  homestead,  and 
other  land'  for  planting  and  for  raising  stock. 
He  was  a  Democrat  before  the  Civil  war,  but 
during  that  time  became  a  Republican.  Af- 
ter the  war  he  returned  to  his  old  belief  and 
became  a  Democrat.  He  was  the  captain  of 
his  company  in  the  state  militia,  and  in  1862 
^^■as  elected  high  sheriff,  a  position  w'hich 
meant  a  great  deal  in  those  days.  JMr. 
Swinford  went  to  Maryville,  where  he  lived 
about  ten  3-ears,  and  then  returned  to  the 
old  homestead.  His  wife  died  February  14, 
1880,  and  in  1881  he  moved  to  Barnard, 
where  he  conducted  the  hotel  in  that  place. 
In  October,  1882,  he  re-married,  and  in  1890 
moved  to  Guilford,  where  he  now  lives  and 
is  retired  from  active  business  life.  His  first 
wife  was  Rebecca  Thompson,  wdio  was  born 
in  Rock  county,  Kentucky,  a  daughter  of 
WilHam  and  Betsy  (Commodes)  Thomp- 
son, both  natives  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son moved  to  Indiana  in  early  life,  where  he 
was  known  as  a  farmer  of  much  ability. 
His  children  were:  Sail}';  Dolly;  Rebecca, 
the  mother  of  our  subject;  Betsy,  Ibba,  John, 
William,  Scjuire,  Aelsa  and  Cynthia. 

W^illiam  Swinford  had  ten  children  by 
his  first  wife,  namely:  Jane,  the  wife  of  S. 
Wright;  Polly,  the  wife  of  J.  Hamrick; 
Sarah,  who  married  C.  P.  A.  Wright;  Eliz- 
abeth, the  wife  of  D.  Palmer;  George,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Nodaway  county,  who 
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served  in  tlie  Civil  war;  Martha  !•"..  wiio 
married  H.  Stexensoii:  William  S..  the  sul)- 
ject :  Miriam,  the  wife  of  T.  Torrance; 
Emma,  who  married  J.  I'rotsman;  and  Fan- 
nie, who  is  the  wife  of  (i.  Stewart.  In  1882 
Mr.  Swinford  married  Rosa  B.  Shore,  who 
was  horn  in  Huntington  county  Penns_\-l\a- 
nia,  in  i^^4.  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mercy  j.  1  Kohinson )  Shore,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsyh'ania.  William  Shore, 
moved  to  Illinois  and  later  to  Iowa,  and  in 
1880  to  Xodawax'  county.  Missmu-i.  where 
he  was  hy  occupation  a  farmer.  He  died 
October  I).  1886,  and  his  wife  still  sur\-;ves 
him.  Mr.  Swinford  has  no  children  hy  this 
last  union. 

William  Scott  Swinford,  the  subject  of 
tins  sketch,  recei\-ed  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Mary\;ille.  He  made  visits  with 
his  father  to  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  back 
again  to  MissoiuM,  where  he  grew  up  on  the 
homestead,  remaining  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  twcnty-h\e  years  old.  After 
his  marriage  he  continued  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  farmed,  raised  cattle 
and  hogs  and  market  truck.  The  soil  is  rich 
and  fertile,  and  the  place  is  known  as  the 
Long  Branch  Stock  Farm,  lie  .aises  the 
shorthorn  cattle,  and  liis  horse>  and  other 
animals  are  of  the  linest  stock.  The  land 
is  in  an  e.xcelient  state  of  cuitivation,  and  the 
buildings  are  large,  modern  anil  commo- 
dious. In  1S7J  he  married  Mary  I".,  Thomp- 
son, who  \\as  born  in  .Xodaway  county, 
Missouri,  January  jH.  iSoo.  She  was  tiie 
daughter  of  John  and  I'olly  (  .\dams) 
Thompson,  both  natives  of  Indiana.  John 
Thompson  moved  to  Iowa  and  later  to  Mis- 
souri, settling  in  Xodaway  county  in  1858. 
where  he  bought  a  farm.  He  sold  this  farm 
the  same  year,  and  continued  to  buy  and 
sell  farms  for  some  time.     He  was  a  firm 


Republican  and  served  in  the  state  militia 
■  during  the  Civil  war.  By  his  first  wife  he 
was  the  father  of  eight  children,  namely: 
John;  Benjamin;  Samuel;  James;  Scjuire; 
Laura,  who  married  William  Best;  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  A.  Nelson:  and  Mary  E.,  tlie 
wife  of  our  subject.  iMrs.  Thompson  died 
in  1862.  ]\Ir.  Tiiompson  then  married 
Sarah  Smith,  a  daughter  of  John  (iraves, 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  county, 
who  went  to  California  in  1849,  '^"^  never 
returned.  By  this  second  marriage  Mr. 
Thompsou  was  the  i)arent  of  George,  X(jah, 
Cynthia  and  Dell. 

Mr.  Swinford  and  his  wife  ha\e  been 
l>iessed  with  five  children,  namely;  Owight 
L.,  born  October  15.  1878;  Carrie,  bom 
August  3,  1880,  now  the  wife  of  Sylvester 
Shrader;  William  A.,  born  January  10, 
1885  :  (den  D..  born  December  12.  1888;  and 
George  M.,  born  July  2^.  1892.  Mrs. 
Swinford  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  her  Inisljand  attends  the  Sev- 
enth Day  Advent  church.  The  family  is 
well  known  in  the  ci.uumunit}-  and  hax'e  a 
host  of  friends,  who  speak  of  them  onl\-  in 
the  highest  terms. 


JOHXLOWE. 


John  Lowe,  for  many  years  a  railroad 
man  and  at  present  a  retired  farmer  living 
on  his  estate  near  Barnartl,  Xodawa\-  county, 
i.;  a  man  of  consideralde  means  and  is  e\'er 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  dis- 
tress. He  was  born  in  county  .Armagh,  Ire- 
land, June  24,  1829.  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools. 

John  Lowe,  his  jjaternal  grandfather, 
was  a  wea\cr  by  trade,  and  never  came  to 
this  country.  His  children  were:  Stephen, 
who  came  to  America;  Margaret,  who  also 
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came  to  this  country;  Patrick,  of  Ireland; 
and  John,  the  father  of  our  subject.  John 
Lowe,  our  stibject's  fatlier,  married  Mar- 
garet, a  daughter  of  Micliael  O.  Houghy, 
a  farmer  of  Ireland.  ]Michael  Houghy  had 
seven  children,  namely:  James,  wln)  came 
to  America ;  Patrick,  who  died  in  Ireland ; 
and  Bridget,  Ann,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  all 
of  whom  died  in  Ireland ;  Rose,  who  came 
to  America;  and  Margaret,  the  mother  of 
ciur  subject.  John  Lowe  came  to  America 
ir.  1830,  bringing  his  \\ife  antl  one  child 
with  him.  His  wife  died  and  afterward  he 
went  to  Pennsylvania,  working  at  contract- 
ing on  the  railroads.  After  saving  enough 
money  to  buy  a  farm  he  went  to  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  farmetl.  his 
daughter  keeping  house  for  him.  In  1842 
he  sent  for  his  sons  whom  he  had  left  in 
Ireland,  and  they  lived  with  him  on  the  farm 
until  h!s  death,  which  occurred  in  J84C). 
He  left  a  good  estate  and  was  fairl)-  suc- 
cessful in  life.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, but  never  aspired  to  office.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Patrick,  who  was  a  locomoti\e 
engineer  for  thirty  years  and  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, leaving  a  wife  and  nine  children : 
John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Ann, 
the  wife  of  J.  Park  Molder,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  parents  were  Catholics. 

John  Lowe,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  fourteen  years  old  when  his  fatlier  sent 
for  him  to  come  to  America.  He  learned 
farming  and  also  engineering,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  took  charge  oi  an  engine  on 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  road.  He 
worked  on  this  road  or  its  branches  for 
many  years  and  also  ran  an  engine  for  the 
Lehigh  &  Northern  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
After  moving  west  lie  spent  about  five  years 
on  the  St.  Joseph  &  St.  Louis  Railroad. 
During  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  lie  was  de- 


tailed to  run  a  sui)i)ly  train,  for  three  days, 
to  this  town,  and  was  under  army  regula- 
tions. In  all  his  forty  years'  of  railroading 
he  had  no  accidents,  which  is  very  remarka- 
ble, considering  railroading  in  those  days. 
In  1869  he  abandoned  the  work  and  went  to 
JJissouri,  where  he  bought  a  farm. 

Except  for  a  brief  time  spent  as  engineer 
on  the  St.  Joseph  &  St.  Louis  road,  he  has 
continued  at  farming.  His  farm  contains 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land,  and  in  the  past  few  }-ears  he 
has  been  feeding  cattle  and  hogs.  The 
barns,  houses  and  outliuildings  are  in  tirst- 
class  condition  and  si)eak  well  for  the  thrift 
of  the  owner.  There  is  also  a  fine  orchard 
on  the  place. 

]\Ir.  Lowe  married  ]\largaret  Boylan.  a 
native  of  Ireland.  They  were  married  at 
Philadelphia.  ]\Irs.  Lowe  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  Boylan,  both  natives  of 
Ireland.  Air.  Boylan  came  to  America  in 
1833,  settling  in  Re'ading,  Pennsylvania, 
w  here  he  worked  in  the  car  shops  of  tha 
Reading  Railroad  Company.  He  and  his 
wife  were  Catholics.  The  children  were ; 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  our  subject ;  and  Mary. 
James,  Kate,  Ella  and  Susie. — all  residing  in 
Reading  with  the  e.xception  of  Susie,  who 
died  in  Chicago,  November  18.  1900.  Mr. 
Lowe  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  tho 
following  children,  namely  :  Margaret,  a  sis-, 
ter  of  charity  at  L^tica,  New  York;  Mary; 
Joseph,  of  Omaha;  James,  farming  on  the 
homestead;  Ella;  Thomas,  who  died  Jan- 
uary II,  1899;  John,  who  died  young;  and 
Frank,  an  engineer,  who  when  last  heard 
of  was  at  Port  Arthur.  Mrs.  Lowe  died 
June  26,  1 88 1,  and  her  huslDand,  who  has 
letired  from  active  business  life,  is  enj(iying 
his  declining  years  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
on  the  old   farm,   surrounded   by   his  chil- 
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dren.  He  is  a  constant  attendant  of  the 
Catholic  church,  of  which  his  family  have 
always  been  members.  He  is  widely  known 
in  the  county  and  is  highly  respected  by  all. 


THOilAS  HUMPHREY. 

•The  plain  story  of  a  simple  life  of  hon- 
est endeavor  and  legitimate  success  is  always 
interesting,  and  it  cannot  biU  be  instructive 
and  encouraging  to  those  who  are  bravely 
and  h(jnorably  waging  the  warfare  of  life. 
The  biographical  sketch  which  follows  is 
not  only  such  a  record  of  human  endeavor; 
it  is  more,  a  narrative  of  patriotism  which, 
in  the  time  of  our  nation's  need,  impelled  ita 
subject  twice  to  enlist  as  a  soldier  and  many 
times  risk  his  life  for  humanity. 

Thomas  Humphrey  was  born  near  Har- 
lansburg,  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1840,  a  soij  of  Harvey  Humphrey 
and  a  grandson  of  Thomas  Humphrey. 
Thomas  Humphrey,  the  grandfather,  wari 
born  in  Ireland,  and  soon  after  he  came  to 
America  locating  in  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, while  his  wife  was  from  Xew  Jersey. 
There  Harvey  Humphrey  was  born  and 
reared'  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter. 
He  married  Elsie  Duglas,  of  Scotch  descent 
but  a  native  of  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Duglas.  In 
1854,  gathering  together  his  movable  prop- 
erty and  his  young  family,  Harvey  Hum- 
phrey emigrated  to  Jackson  county,  Iowa, 
and  settled  near  Maquoketa.  There  tho 
family  remained  until  1S70,  during  a  period 
of  twenty-si.x  years,  when  they  removed  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  in 
Lincoln  towjiship.  There  Harvej'  Hum- 
phrey died,  aged  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  This  worthy 
couple  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are- 


living:  Emily,  who  married  Joseph  Book,, 
of  Jackson  county,  Iowa;  ^lary,  who  mar- 
ried Michael  B.  Kirby,  of  Lincoln  township, 
Nodaway  county;  Thomas,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Andrew,  who  died  in  his  thir- 
teenth year;  Ruth  Ellen,  who  died  at  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age;  and  James,  who 
died  at  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county,  and 
left  a  family. 

Thomas  Humphrey  was  reared  on  a  farni 
in  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  and  attended  the 
public  schools  near  his  home.  He  had  only 
just  passed  his  majority  when  the  war  of 
the  rebellion  broke  out.  In  August,  1862, 
responding  to  President  Lincoln's  call  for 
three  hundred  thousand  volunteers,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  Thirty-first  Iowa  \'ol- 
unteer  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Col- 
onel \Vood.  He  was  in  the  battles  and  skir- 
mishes at  Walnut  Ridge,  X'icksburg,  Arkan- 
sas Post  and  Little  Rock.  He  participated 
in  the  fighting  on  the  march  back  to  Vicks- 
burg  along  the  Arkansas  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service 
on  account  of  disability  at  St.  Louis  in  1863 
and  returned  to  Jackson  county.  Iowa.  Later 
he  re-enlisted  and  served  continuously  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  home  again 
in  1865,  he  was,  in  1866,  married  to  Miss 
Martha  Gilmore,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Roderick)  Gilmore  and  a  native 
of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  James  Gil- 
more, also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Jackson  county, 
Iowa,  when  his  daughter  was  a  mere  child: 
there  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mrs. 
Humphrey  was  a  worthy  and  helpful  wifd 
until  the  end  of  her  life.  Her  death,  in  1885, 
at  the  age  of  forty-two,  was  the  one  great 
sorrow  of  Mr.  Humphrey's  life  and  her  re- 
moval was  a  loss  to  her  childre:i  which  noth- 
ir.g  could  ever  repair. 
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In  1883  Mr.  Huniplirey  took  up  liis  res- 
idence in  Lincoln  townsliip.  Xodaway  coun- 
ty, }iIissouri,  and  secured  a  small  farm  witli 
only  a  few  acres  under  cultixation.  which 
has  since  grown  gradually  into  a  \aluable 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  with 
a  good  house,  barns,  outbuildings  and  essen- 
tial equipments  of  every  kind.  The  children 
are  Otis  B.,  Edgar  A.,  Eugene,  Adella,  Min- 
nie, Fred  and  Lucy,  now  Mrs.  Dallas 
Hearst.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church. 

Mr.  Humphrey  is  a  Democrat.  In  all 
Ijublic  afifairs  he  takes  a  deep  and  abiding  in- 
terest and  his  zeal  for  his  party  never  flag:i 
and  his  solicitude  for  the  success  of  its  prin- 
ciples ig  always  keen.  In  all  matters  of 
business  he  is  a  model  of  hunesty  and 
promptitude,  and  his  neighbors  often  remark 
that  "his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond." 


Z.  W.  COFFLN. 

Z.  W.  Coflin  is  a  \-eteran  of  the  Ci\il  war 
.and  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  [jmrninent 
farmers  of  Atchison  township,  Xodaway 
county.  He  manifested  his  loyalty  to  tht) 
government  during  the  Civil  war  by  three 
years'  service  upon  the  battlefields  uf  the 
south,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  aa 
faithful  to  his  duties  of  citizenship  as  when 
he  followed  the  stars  and  stripes  in  response 
to  the  president's  call  for  aid  to  preserve 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Coffin  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
Indiana,  June  11,  1842,  and  the  ancestry  of 
the  family  may  be  traced  back  through 
many  generations  not  only  in  this  country 
but  also  in  Europe.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  John  Coffin,  a  son  of  Zacharias 
Coffin,  and  the  ancestr_\'  is  traced  ou  back 
it,  direct  line  to  William,  the  S(jn  of  Samuel, 


the  son  of  John,  the  son  of  Tristram  Coffin. 
The  last  named  was  one  of  a  company  oi  nine 
v>ho  in  1C60  purchased  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket from  the  Indians,  the  deed  being 
signed  by  two  chiefs, — W'enackmamack  and 
Neckanoose.  Beyond'  Tristram  CofPn  the 
line  is  unbroken  back  to  Sr.  Richard  Coffin, 
who  went  to  England  from  Normandy  witU 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  still  back  of  Sr. 
Richard  it  can  he.  traced  to  tlie  time  of  the 
arrival  of  Danits  in  Denmark  in  the  second 
century.  From  the  si.xth  to  the  tenth  cen- 
tr.ry  the  Coffins  bore  an  active  part  in  all  of 
the  conquests  of  the  old  Viking  kings  and 
rox'ers  who  terrorized  western  Europe  for 
many  centuries.  John  Coffin,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matilda  \\'alker.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1870,  when  her  youngest  son,  H.  G.  Coffin, 
was  ten  years  of  age.  The  father  passeil 
away  in  1898,  in  his  eighty-lifth  year,  leav- 
ing two  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
Z.  W.  Coffin  is  the  eldest.  He  has  ona 
brother  and  four  sisters  who  are  yet  living  in 
Indiana,  and  one  sister,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Colorado.  Elisha,  who  served  as  a  soldiei' 
in  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  of  Indiana 
Volunteers,  is  now  deceased;  Edwanl  also 
was  a  soldier  in  an  Indiana  regiment;  and 
H.  G.  died  in  Charlottesville,  Indiana,  ill 
1881.  The  other  meml)ers  of  the  famil)i 
;n"e  Mariah,  b'rancis  and  Namni. 

Mr.  C\)ffin,  whose  name  intnuhices  this 
record,  was  reared  and  educated  in  llaiicnck 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  t^  llij 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  In  1873  he  came 
to  Mis.souri,  where  he  has  since  resided,  de- 
voting his  time  and  attention  to  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  now  has  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twentv  acres  under  a  high  state 
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of  cultivation  and  is  deri\ing  a  good  income 
from  his  labors.  Before  he  came  to  Mis- 
souri, however,  he  had  aided  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union  on  southern  battlefields  tor 
three  years,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  Nineteenth  Indiana  Infantry.  He 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
in  iSC)!.  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
wliere  he  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a 
sliell.  -Vfter  receiving  that  wound  he  went  to 
the  hospital  in  Philadelphia  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  months,  being  then  granted 
a  x'eteran's  furlough.  Returning  to  liis  home, 
he  remained'  until  the  expiration  of  his  leave 
of  absence,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  wilderness, 
sustaining  a  wound  in  the  right  arm.  On 
account  of  this  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
in  Alexandria.  Virginia,  and  at  Indianapolis 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  return- 
ing to  his  home  with  a  creditable  record  for 
bra\ery  and  gallantry. 

In  1870  Mr.  Coffin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Josephine  Mew,  a  daughter 
of  Foster  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  New. 
Unto  them  have  been  born  ten  children, 
namely:  Austin  M.,  Tillie  E.,  Orville  G., 
Ursie  S.,  Nora  B.,  Mable  F.,  Ernest,  lone, 
Editii  and  Nellie.  Mrs.  Coffin  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church  and'  is  a  most  esti- 
mable lady.  Mr.  Coffin  is  a  frank.  jo\ial  gen- 
tiemen  and  is  one  of  the  best  bnsines  men 
in  Xodaway  county,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  twcntv-seven  years,  gaining  in  that 
time  manv  warm  friends. 


RICH.VRD  STAFFORD. 

During  many  years  Richard  Stafford 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  respected 
citizens  of  Atchison  county,  and  no  liistory 
of  this  communit)'  would  I)e  complete  with- 


out a  record  of  his  career.  He  did  much  to 
advance  the  business  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, withholding  his  support  from  no 
movement  which  he  believed  would  pro\e  of 
public  good.  He  was  known  for  his  ster- 
ling worth  in  every  walk  of  life,  being  true 
to  each  duty,  whether  public  or  private.  In 
business  he  commanded  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men  and  in  social  circles  he  had 
strict  regard  for  the  obligations  of  friend- 
ship and  a  high  enjoyment  of  its  privileges. 

Mr.  Stafford  was  a  native  of  county  Ca- 
van,  Ireland,  born  in  1835,  and  was  a  repre- 
sentati\'e  of  an  old  and  prominent  English 
family  on  the  paternal  side.  His  grand- 
father. General  John  Stafford,  was  an  officer 
in  the  British  army  and  took  an  active  part 
in  some  of  the  wars  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
winning  distinction  for  his  gallantry  and 
valor  on  the  field  of  battle.  He  lived  to  the 
very  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
j^ears.  His  son,  the  Rev.  John  Stafford,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  England, 
became  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  was  a 
zealous  and  faithful  worker  in  the  cause  of 
the  Master.  He  married  Miss  .\nna  For- 
s}the,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was  connected 
with  a  distingnislied  family  of  the  Green 
Isle.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
but  his  memory  remained  as  an  unalloyed 
benediction  to  all  who  knew  him.  By  precept 
and  example  he  led  many  to  enter  the  better 
life  and  his  influence  was  marked  upon  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  By  his 
marriage  he  became  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  John,  wIk;  is  living 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Ireland;  Mary,  a 
resident  of  Liverpool,  England;  Richard; 
Samuel,  of  Knox  county,  Illinois ;  I'rank, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Liverpool,  England ; 
and  Thomas,  of  Galesburg,  Illinois. 

In  the  land  of  his  nativitv  Richard  Staf- 
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ford  spent  the  ilax's  of  liis  youth  and  in  the 
pulilic  sclioiils  (if  Ireland  accjuired  his  edu- 
cation. When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  de- 
termined to  seek  his  home  in  America,  be- 
lieving that  better  opportunities  were  fur- 
nished to  young  men  in  the  new  world.  He 
first  located  in  Sangamon  count}-,  Illinois, 
where  he  resided  until  1858,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Bourbon  county,  Kansas,  taking  up 
his  abode  near  Alapleton.  He  was  married 
in  Shiloh,  Bourbon  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  a  nati\'e  of  Knox  county,  Ohi(j,  and 
a  daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Wilson,  a 
former  railroad  president  and  oflicial,  and  an 
honored  and  prominent  man  of  Missouri. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  railroad  promoters 
and  contractors  in  this  state  and  one  of  the 
leading  builders  of  the  old  Tebo  and  Neosho 
Railroad,  of  which  he  became  the  president, 
acting  in  that  capacity  for  some  time.  He 
was  a  nati\e  of  Xew  Jersey  and  a  son  of 
Charles  \\  ilsoii,  who  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  i,)f 
nineteen  years.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Anna  Logan.  He  died  in  Fitchville, 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  she  at  Binning- 
liam,  Erie  county.  Thomas  Wilson  was  mar- 
ried in  Knox  county,  that  state,  to  Miss  Mary 
McCoy,  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a 
daughter  of  Archibald  McCoy,  a  soldier  of 
the  war  of  i8ij.  He  was  born  in  Scotland 
and  married  Miss  Catherine  Hendershot, 
who  was  of  Holland  parentage.  He  died 
in  Knox  county.  Oliio,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Kansas 
Cit\',  Missouri,  when  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  In  1859  Colonel  Thomas  Wilson  and 
his  wife  removed  to  Vernon  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  they  remained  until  1861,  when 
the\-  were  driven  by  the  bushwackers  from 
their  home  and  took  refuge  in  the  state  of 
Kansas,  w  here  the  father  died  at  the  age  of 


se\■ent^■-six  vears.  He  was  a  surveyor  and 
ci\il  engineer  and  carried  on  contracting 
along  those  lines.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
business  ability,  his  name  being  prominent- 
ly interwoven  with  the  early  railroad  his- 
tory of  this  state.  He  died  in  1895,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  in- 
terested in  the  construction  of  many  of  the 
railroad  lines  of  ^lissouri  and  Kansas  and 
thus  he  did  much  to  promote  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  state,  for  no  other 
agency  does  more  in  this  direction  than  the 
railroads.  He  took  the  contract  for  construct- 
ing a  portion  of  the  Joplin  branch  of  the  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  &  Texas,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Sedalia  and  Fort  Scott  lines.  He  aided  great- 
ly in  the  upbuilding  of  the  country,  being  an 
important  factor  in  the  work  and  progress 
made  in  southern  Missouri  and  southeastern 
Kansas.  He  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  state 
militia,  thus  winning  the  title  by  which  he 
was  widely  known.  Of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  he  was  an  acti\'e  and  consistent 
member.  Colonel  Wilson  had  si.x  children, 
namely:  Elizabeth  E.  Stafford,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  leaving  two 
children,  namely :  Mary,  the  wife  of  D.  W. 
Airy,  who  is  connected  with  the  banking 
business  in  Watson,  Missouri;  and  one  child 
now  deceased;  Anna,  who  died  in  1873,  at 
the  age  of  nine  years;  Charles,  a  resident  of 
Fort  Scott,  Kansas;  Phebe  A.,  the  wife  of 
Richard  Stafford;  Marvin,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years ;  and  Myra,  who  l)ecanie 
the  wife  of  James  Montgomery  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  lea\ing  one  son. 
The  mother  of  these  children  now  makes  her 
home  with  Mrs.  Stafford,  and  although 
eighty-four  years  of  age  retains  her  mental 
and  physical  faculties  unimpaired.  Mrs. 
Stafford  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Ohio,  but 
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was  reared  and  educated  in  Missouri  and  in 
Bourbon  county,  Kansas.  In  1865  she  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Richard  Stafford 
and  they  resided  in  Bourbon  county  for  a 
time,  subsequently  removing  to  \'ernon 
county,  ^Missouri,  where  they  remained  until 
1871,  when  they  came  to  Atchison  county. 
Here  Mr.  Stafford  became  the  owner  of  six 
hvmdred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  by  subsequent  purchases 
until  his  landed  possessions  aggregated  four- 
teen hundred  acres  of  very  valuable  proper- 
ty. This  was  improved  with  a  fine  brick 
residence,  modern  in  all  its  appointments  and 
equipments.  Shade  and  ornamental  trees 
added  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place,  while 
an  orchard,  good  barns  and  other  outbuild- 
ings increased  the  value  of  the  property. 
Good  streams  of  water  and  rich  pasture  lands 
made  stock-raising  a  profitable  business. 
The  meadows  gave  him  a  rich  yield  of  hay 
and  the  fields  returned  to  him  a  golden  trib- 
ute for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestowed 
upon  them.  The  Staft'ord  place  became 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
country  homes  in  this  portion  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Stafford  had  five  children,  one  by 
h.is  first  wife,  namely,  Mary  E.,  who  has  been 
previously  mentioned.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage the  children  are :  Ida  C,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  George  F.  Burton,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal- 
ifornia; Thomas  C,  a  well  known  stock 
dealer  of  Atchison  county:  Jdhn  1\.,  a  news- 
paper man;  and  Frank  \\'.,  also  a  successful 
stock  dealer  of  Colfax  township. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Stafford  gave  his  po- 
political  support  to  the  Democracy  and  after- 
ward became  allied  with  the  Populist  party. 
He  was  very  faithful  to  the  political  princi- 
ples in  which  he  believed  and  frequently 
served  as  a  delegate  to  county,  congressional 
and  state  conventions.    He  was  made  a  Ma- 


son at  Possum  Walk,  Lamar  Station,  in 
Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  afterward 
held  membership  in  Rockport  Ledge.  He 
died  August  17,  1899,  in  Los  Angeles, 
California,  whither  he  went  in  the  hope  of 
improving  his  health.  He  was  a  man  of 
strict  honor  and  integrity,  his  word  being  as 
good  as  any  bond  that  was  ever  solemnized 
by  a  signature  or  seal.  To  his  family  he 
was  a  kind,  affectionate  husband  and  father, 
was  a  faithful  friend,  a  loyal  citizen  and  a 
popular  man  who  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  was  brought 
in  contact.  His  qualities  were  such  as  to 
commend  him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  and  his  example  in  many  respects  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation.  He  started  out  in 
business  without  capital,  yet  worked  his  way 
steadily  upward  through  determined  effort 
and  unfaltering  diligence,  thereby  gaining  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  also  left  to 
his  family  the  priceless  heritage  of  a  good 
name  which  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches. 


OSSIAX  E.  ALEXANDER. 

Prominent  among  the  well  known  farm- 
ers and  ex-soldiers  of  Xodaway  county,  MiS" 
souri,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears 
at  the  opening  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county,  Xew  York,  December  7 
1845,  ^  ^o"  of  Harry  and  Phebe  (Bullock) 
Alexander.  Rob  Alexander,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  a  member  of  the  Vermont  state 
militia.  Harry  .\lexander,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Xew 
York,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  P(3- 
litically  he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  His  death  occurred  in  his  native 
place,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.     His  wife. 
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Phebe  Bullock,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county 
New  York,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Elkany 
Bullock.  She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  The 
following  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union:  Emily;  Harrison,  deceased;  Clarin- 
da;  Lydia  A.,  deceased;  Ossian  E.,  our  sub- 
ject; Harry  and  Alice.  The  family  attended 
the  Universalist  church. 

Ossian  E.  Alexander  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  place.  In  August, 
1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  Company 
B,  and  served  under  Captain  J.  D.  McWane 
for  ten  months.  They  were  stationed  on 
the  James  ri\'er  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and 
on  April  2,  1865,  that  city  was  taken  by 
the  federal  army.  Mr.  -\lexander  received 
an  honorable  discharge  at  Alexandria,  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  In  1878  he  went  west 
and  for  one  year  lived  in  Boone  county, 
Illinois.  He  then  went  to  Minnesota,  locat- 
ing" in  Lincoln  county,  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state.  He  spent  six  years  in  that 
locality,  when,  after  selling  his  farm,  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Xodaway 
county,  Missouri.  The  farm  is  well  im- 
proved, and  the  buildings  are  cunifortaljle, 
with  all  modern  conveniences.  Mr.  Alex 
ander  is  an  enterprising,  thrifty  man,  and, 
has  won  the  respect  of  the  entire  community 
for  his  honest  and  upright  dealings  with  his 
fellow  citizens. 

On  the  22(1  of  September,  1869,  Mr. 
Ale.xander  was  united  in  marriage  to  Phebe 
Fillmore,  a  native  of  Jeft'erson  county.  New 
York.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Fill- 
more, a  distant  relative  of  President  Fill- 
more. Her  mother  was  Phebe  ]Madison, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Jo- 
seph Fillmore  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  attained  the    age    of    sixty-two  years. 


He  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  The  chil- 
dren which  resulted  from  this  union  were 
as  follows:  Lucinda;  Malissa;  Luther;  Le- 
roy,  deceased ;  \\'^illard,  deceased ;  Phebe ; 
Alexander ;  Angelia,  deceased ;  Edmond ; 
Carrie,  deceased;  and  Daniel. 

Our  subject  has  one  son  and  five  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Flora  Honaker;  Edna  Cnlter, 
Phebe  Horn,  Carrie  Jones,  Arthur  and  Ellen. 
— the  two  last  mentioned  still  at  home.  Mr. 
Alexander  and  his  wife  are  the  grandparent; 
of  the  following  named  children :  Blanch 
Honaker,  Maud,  Zetta,  Lizzie  and  Jane  Col- 
ter, and  Roy,  Leslie  Eaton  and  Clarence  Ed- 
gar Horn.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Politically  ^Ir.  Alexander 
is  a  Democrat. 


PERRY  GUTHRIE. 

One  of  the  lealmg  agriculturists  of  Lin- 
coln township,  Nodaway  county.  Mi.ssouri, 
is  Perry  Guthrie,  whose  farm  is  pleasantly 
located  two  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of 
Braddyville,  Iowa.  He  was  born  on  that 
place,  March  16,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Osborne)  Guthrie. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio, 
March  5,  181 1,  and  in  1827  removed  to  \'er- 
milion  county,  Indiana,  where  he  resided  for 
eighteen  months.  He  then  located  in  Ver- 
milion county,  Illinois,  at  Danville,  and,  af- 
ter making  his  home  there  until  1854,  he 
v.ent  to  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  but  the  follow- 
ing year  removed  to  a  farm  in  Notlaway 
county,  Missouri.  When  in  Illinois  he  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  ten 
years,  but  much  of  his  life  has  been  devoted 
to  farming.  During  the  Black  Hawk  war  he 
served  for  about  two  months,  aiding  in  suii- 
jjressing  the  uprising  of  the  Indians,  who- 
menaced  the  life" and  property  of  the  frontier 
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settlers.  He  was  married'  in  Illinois,  on  the 
3d  of  November,  1836,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Osborne,  wlio  was  born  in  Adams  county. 
Ohio,  October  20,  1819.  When  a  maiden 
of  ten  summers  she  accompanied  her  parents 
on  their  removal  to  Kentucky,  and  after  a 
3ear  they  became  residents  of  \ermilion 
county,  Indiana,  whence  they  went  ti:)  Illi- 
nois. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guthrie  were 
born  twelve  children.  The  father  died  Au- 
gust 21,  1890,  at  the  age  of  se\enty-nine 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  October  22, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

Perry  Guthrie  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  after  attending  the  schools  for 
some  years  he  spent  one  term  in  college.  He 
was  married  in  Xod'away  county,  ^lissouri, 
August  13,  1882,  to  Miss  Ocea  W  illey.  Her 
parents,  Calvin  and  Christiana  (Blake) 
Willey.  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  from  that  state  moved  to  \\'isconsin, 
but  about  twenty-eight  years  ago  came  to 
Missouri,  making  their  hiune  ever  since  on 
a  farm  in  Xodaway  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Guthrie  have  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  C.  Carlisle,  A.  Garland, 
M.  liable,  C.  Edith.  Lee  Caroll  and  \'ernon 
Cecil.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Guthrie  set- 
tled on  the  old  home  place,  where  he  has  since 
resided  with  the  exception  of  four  years 
sjient  on  another  farm  one  mile  west.  At 
the  death  of  his  father  he  ])urchased  the 
place.  At  first  the  father  bnught  only  a 
small  tract,  hut  kei)t  adding  to  it.  mostly 
wild  land,  until  he  had  a  good-sized  farm. 

Mr.  Guthrie  usually  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  cast  iiis  first  presidential 
vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884.  He  and 
liis  family  attend  the  Seventh  Day  Adven- 
tist  church,  at  Clearmont,  and  are  held  i 
higli  regard  l)y  their  neighbors  and  man 
friends. 


D.WIEL  L.  BARKER. 

Daniel  Lewis  Barker,  an  industrious  far- 
mer of  Lincoln  township,  Xodaway  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  is  one  of  tlie  progressive  and 
well  known  residents  of  the  county.  He  was 
linrn  in  Xorth  Carolina,  July  10,  1832,  a 
son  of  James  and  Anna  (Lewis)  Barker.  The 
ancestors  of  James  Barker  came  to  Amer- 
ica before  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  three 
Barker  brothers  settled  on  Long  Island. 
From  then  on,  different  members  of  this 
family  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  In- 
dian war,  Mexican  war  and  the  Civil  war. 
James  Barker  married  Anna  Lewis,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany.  Her  parents  settled  in 
Xorth  Carolina.  James  and  his  wife  had 
children,  namely :  Martin,  Rebecca,  Mary, 
Daniel,  Jasper,  Emiline,  Xewtin,  Joshua  and 
Henry  Clay.  The  last  named  died  when  an 
infant.  They  moved  to  Hendricks  county, 
Indiana,  where  the)'  lived  eleven  years.  Mr. 
Darker  died  in  1847,  t'l^  widow  moved  to 
Wapello  county,  Iowa,  in  1853,  and  died 
near  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

Daniel  Barker  was  nine  years  old  when 
his  parent.s  moved  to  Indiana.  He  remained 
on  the  farm  until  he  went  to  Wapello  county, 
Iowa,  in  1853  and  lived  there  until  1862. 

In  1862  President  Lincoln  called  for 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
ker decided  to  enter  the  army,  .\ccordingly 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G.  Twenty-ninth 
Regiment,  Iowa  \'olunteer  Infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Benton,  and  Com- 
pany G  being  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Huggins.  Mr.  Barker  was  under  fire  at  Co- 
lumbus, Kentucky,  at  the  siege  of  \'icksburg, 
Red  River,  Arkansas  Post,  Steel  Mound, 
Tallahatchee  river,  and  Helena,  Arkansas. 
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He  was  in  the  hospital  for  some  time,  under- 
going a  severe  illness.  He  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  from  the  arm\-,  with  a  Xo. 
I  record  as  a  soldier,  at  Da\en])ort.  Iowa, 
May  i8.  1865.  Mr.  Barker  then  returned  to 
fami  life  in  Iowa.  In  1871  he  located  in 
Nodawa}-  count}'.  Alissouri,  where  he  has  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  all  in  a  good  state  of 
culti\ation.  His  house  ar.d  barn  are  large 
and  commodious,  the  orchard  yields'  a  fine 
abundance  of  fruit  each  year,  and'  the  fields 
.and  meadows  are  in  good  shape. 

Mr.  Barker  married  Martha  Magers  in 
1853.  She  was  born  in  White  county,  Illi- 
nois, a  daughter  of  James  and  Emily 
(Braddy)  jNIagers,  who  were  natives  of 
Tennessee.  This  union  was  honored  by  the 
birth  of  five  children,  of  whom  two  are  now- 
deceased'.  The  names  of  all  are :  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  William  Guthrie,  of  Oklahoma; 
Albert  C,  who  married  Rose  Abby,  and  they 
live  at  Cripple  Creek,  Colorado ;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Calvin,  residing  in  this  town- 
ship; and  James  and  Alvina  died  when  in- 
fants. 

'W.v.  Barker  is  a  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  of  the  Masonic  order  and  G. 
A.  R.,  Marshall  Post,  of  Elmo,  ^Missouri. 
He  is  a  man  of  sounti  judgment  and  of  great, 
honor,  and  his  friends  in  the  count}-  are  le- 
gion. 


J.  L.  RIFFE. 


Men  of  strong  purpose  and  determined 
character  are  continually  working  their  way 
upward  and  passing  many  who  start  out  on 
the  highway  of  life,  perhaps  before  them. 
Persistency  of  purpose  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est elements  of  success  and  will  be  found 
as  a  salient  feature  in  the  life  i-ecord  of  every 
prosperous  citizen.     It  has  certainly  formed 


an  important  element  in  the  history  of  Mr. 
Riffe,  who  is  engaged'  in  general  merchan- 
dising in  Quitman,  where  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular 
rcpresentati\'es  of  the  business  interests  of 
the  town. 

Ah".  Rifte  is  a  nati\e  of  West  \'irginia, 
his  birth  lia\ing  occurred  in  that  state  in 
1861.  His  father,  W.  D.  Riffe,  was  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  ancient  families  of  Virginia.  He  mar- 
ried ^liss  Harriet  Bogus,  who  belonged  to 
a  well  known  famil\-  of  West  \'irginia. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
— six  sons  and  two  daughters.  J.  L.  Riffe 
ac(|uired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  the  age  of  se\enteen  years  he  removed 
to  the  west,  locating  at  first  at  Rockport,  in 
.Vtchison  county,  ^Missouri,  where  he  waa 
employed'  as  a  salesman  in  a  store  for  some 
time.  In  that  way  he  mastered  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  mercantile  business  and  became 
well  qualified  to  carry  on  an  enterprise  of  his 
own.  Going  to  Tarkio  in  1S81,  he  accepted 
a  i)0sition  as  a  salesman  with  the  firm  of 
Emmert  &  Xeal.  general  merchants,  in  whose 
employ  he  continued  for  si.x  years.  Xe.xt  he 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business 
in  Tarkio.  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Hurst 
Brothers  &  Riffe,  and  this  relation  continued 
for  two  years,  attended  with  a  good  and  prof-i 
itable  trade,  and'  then  Mr.  Riffe  sold  his  in-' 
terest  to  the  Hurst  Brothers.  For  two  years 
thereafter  he  was  in  business  with  his 
l)rotber,  under  the  lirni  name  of  Riffe 
Brothers  in  clothing  ;nul  furnishing  goods, 
and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  his  part- 
ner sold  his  interest  to  IX  W  .  .\ir}'.  and  the 
firm  of  Riffe  &  .\ir}-  was  established  and 
the  store  continucil  for  another  two  years. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1893, 
Mr.  Riffe  removed'  to  Craig,  Holt  county, 
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I\Iissoiiri,  wliere  he  remained  for  three  years, 
devoting  his  attention  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  to  farming  and  the  raising 
and  feeding  of  stock.  He  was  recognized  as 
a  rehable  and  enterprising  business  man  of 
that  place  and  continued  his  residence  there 
until  1898,  when  he  came  to  Quitman  and 
established  his  general  merchandise  store. 
The  building  which  he  occupies  is  large  and 
well  arranged  into  departments  for  the  better 
display  of  his  goods.  It  has  a  frontage  of 
fifty  feet  and  is  one  of  the  extensive  stores  of 
the  town.  !Mr.  Riffe  carries  a  full  line  of 
dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  groceries,  furni- 
ture and  other  lines  found  in  a  first-class  es- 
tablishment of  the  kind.  He  is  fair  and  hon- 
orable in  his  dealings  and  earnestly  desires 
to  please  his  customers,  and'  v.ell  merits  the 
liberal  patronage  which  is  extended  to  him. 
In  1889  J\Ir.  Riffe  was  married  in  Glen- 
wood,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Mollie  Medis,  a  lady  of 
a  good'  family,  fine  education  and  most  excel- 
lent character,  being  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
]Medis.  She  was  educated  in  Clarinda,  Iowa. 
^Ir.  and'  Mrs.  Riffe  have  one  son,  D.  Carl,  a 
bright  little  boy  of  four  years.  They  are 
members  of  the  J^Iethodist  Episcopal  church 
and  have  always  given  an  earnest  co-opera- 
tion in  religious'  and  educational  work  as 
necessary  to  the  best  interests  of  society  and 
good  government.  Starting  in  business  life 
as  a  salesman,  Mr.  Riffe  has  steadih^  ad- 
vanced until  his  standing  in  the  business 
world  is  assured,  his  enterprise  and  capable 
management  bringing  to  him  success. 


HAMLIXE  E.  ROBIXSOX. 

The  press  has  not  only  recorded'  the  his- 
tory of  advancement  but  has  also  been  the 
leader  in  the  work  of  progress  and  impr«:i\e- 


m.ent, — the  vanguard  of  civilization.  The 
philosopher  of  some  centuries  ago  proclaimed 
the  truth  that  the  pen  is  mightier  than  the 
sword,  and  the  statement  is  being  continually 
verified  in  the  affairs  of  life.  In  moulding 
public  opinion  the  power  of  the  newspaper 
cannot  be  estimated,  but  at  all  events  its  in- 
fluence is  greater  than  any  other  single 
agency.  In  the  history  of  Nodaway  county, 
therefore,  an  account  of  the  Maryville  Re- 
publican and  its  editor,  Hamline  E.  Robin- 
son, should  form  an  important  factor. 

I\Ir.  Robinson  was  born  April  22,  1845, 
in  Brattleborough,  Vermont,  and  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  George  Robinson,  who  set- 
tled in  Needham,  ]\Iassachusetts,  in  1656. 
He  is  a  representative  of  the  eighth  genera- 
tion of  the  descendants  of  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  the  new  world.  In  1720  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Webster,  Massachusetts, 
whence  some  of  its  members  went  to  ^Vind- 
ham  county,  Connecticut,  where  many  of  the 
name  yet  reside,  in  East  Thompson.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  Elijah 
Robinson  and  his  immediate  family  took  up 
his  abode  in  Windham  county,  Vermont, 
where  many  of  his  descendants  j^et  reside. 
He  was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  tliis  sketch.  Elijah  Robinson,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Jamaica,  W'ind- 
ham  county,  Vermont,  and  was  educated  for 
the  ministry.  He  preached  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith  in  the 
Green  Mountain  state  from  1843  ""^^'1  i^SS. 
and  was  then  a  member  of  the  W'isconsin 
conference  from  1856  until  his  death  in  1887. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen 
Brown.  She,  too,  was  a  native  of  Jamaica, 
\'ermont,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Evans- 
ville,  Wisconsin,  in  1881.  A  rather  remark- 
able fact  is  found  in  connection  with  the  fam- 
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ily  history,  which  is  that  IMr.  Roljinson  liad 
four  great-grand fatliers  in  the  Revohition- 
ary  war.  EHjah  Robinson  and  John  Patch 
on  the  paternal  side  and  Nathaniel  Cheney 
and  James  Brown  on  the  maternal  side. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
Hamline  E.  Robinson  we  present  to  our 
readers  the  life  record  of  one  who  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  Xodaway  county. 
He  pursued  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  X'ermont  and  Wisconsin  and  was 
also  a  student  in  the  Evansville  Seminary  in 
the  latter  state.  He  was  prqjaring  for  col- 
lege when  he  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. I'rompted  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  government, 
joining  Company  F  of  the  Sixteenth  Wis- 
consin Infantry  on  Christmas  day  of  1863. 
He  thus  served  until  June  18,  1865,  when  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned 
to  his  home. 

After  the  war  ^iv.  Robinson  studied  den- 
tistry in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  from  1867 
until  1870,  and  practiced  also  to  some  ex- 
tent during  that  period.  In  March  of  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  Maryville  and  opened 
an  office  for  the  practice  of  dentistry,  but 
in  1 87 1  purchased  the  Maryville  Republican, 
which  he  conducted  until  1875,  when  he  re- 
sumed' work  along  professional  lines,  again 
engaged  in  dental  practice  until  1886.  In 
that  year  he  once  more  entered  the  journal- 
istic field  and  in  1888  again  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  Republican,  -which  he  has  since 
conducted.  In  early  life  he  had  a  taste  for 
writing  and  when  _\et  _\oung  contributed 
many  articles  for  the  country  newspapers. 
The  Republican  was  established  in  1866  and 
h  the  largest  and  oldest  paper  of  Nodaway 
county.  Through  its  columns  he  labors 
earnestly  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, to  secure  needed  reforms  and  to  pro- 


mote substantial  advancement  along  many 
lines  of  improvement  and  progress.  He  has 
always  been  a  great  lover  of  literature  and' 
scientific  and  historical  works  ;ind  through 
fifty  years  he  has  probably  read  tlnxe  hun- 
dred' volumes  each  year.  As  he  assimilates 
what  he  reads  he  is  now  recognized  as  a 
man  of  broad  general  information  and  schol- 
arly attainments  and  can  write  and  talk  in- 
telligently upon  almost  any  subject.  He  has' 
several  times  been  called  to  public  office,  hav- 
ing served  as  census  enumerator  in  1880  and 
as  city  collector  of  Maryville  in  1881.  In 
1872-3  he  was  the  chairman  and  secretary 
of  the  Republican  committee  of  Nodaway 
county  and  has  l)een  a  delegate  to  various 
district  and  state  conventions  of  his  party 
and  has  taken  an  actlxe  part  in  campaign 
work. 

On  Christmas  day  of  1871,  in  ^laryville, 
Missouri,  Mr.  Robinson  was  married  to 
Miss  Florence  Annetta  Donaldson,  a  native 
of  Schoharie  county.  New  Vnrk.  They  now 
have  three  children:  Ellen  Aimetta,  i)orn 
September  23,  1872;  Charles  Lamb,  burn 
October  19,  1873:  and  Florence,  born  Janu- 
ary 16,  1884.  j\lrs.  Robinson  had  a  grand- 
father, John  Rice,  who  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  so  that  the  children  of  the 
family  can  boast  of  five  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers among  their  ancestors.  In  civic  socie- 
ties Mr.  Robinson  is  prominent.  He  became 
a  charter  member  of  Ivanhoe  Lodge,  K.  of 
P.,  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  in  1868. 
In  1883  he  became  a  charter  member  and  the 
first  chancellor  commander  of  Tancred 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  of  Maryville,  and  ten  years 
later  aided  in  the  organization  and  became 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  Vesta  Lodge, 
K.  of  P.,  of  Maryville,  of  which  he  was  also 
the  first  chancellor  commander.  In  1868 
he  became  a  member  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
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Post.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Charlestown,  Massachu- 
sfctts.  and  now  belongs  to  Sedgwick  Post. 
G.  A.  R..  of  Maryville,  of  whicli  lie  is  a  past 
commander.  He  was  a  delegate  from  Mis- 
souri to  the  national  encampment  held  in 
1893.  1895,  1896,  1897.  1898.  and  1900,  and 
was  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Department 
Commander  Peterson  in  1898,  and  aid  on  the 
staff  of  National  Commander  Shaw  in  1900. 
In  the  line  of  his  chosen  profession  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Missouri  Editorial 
Association  from  1872,  was  its  preseident  in 
1895-6,  antl  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Editorial  Association  from  1892  until 
the  present  time.  He  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Northwest  Missouri  Press  Asso- 
ciation, and  has  been  elected  historian 
of  that  organization  for  three  terms  of  five 
years  each,  still  occupying  the  position. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Missouri  Slate 
Board  of  Charities,  his  term  of  appoint- 
ment extending  from  1896  until  1905. 
He  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in  public 
affairs  along  many  lines,  and  at  all  times 
his  hearty  co-operation  is  given  to  every 
movement  which  he  believes  will  contribute 
to  the  pul)lic  good. 


G.  W.  LOTT,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  higher 
lines  of  occupation  to  which  a  man  may  lend 
liis  energies  is  that  of  the  physician.  A  most 
scrupulous  preliminary  training  is  demanded 
and  a  nicety  of  judgment  little  understood 
by  the  laity.  Then,  again,  the  profession 
brings  one  of  its  devotees  into  almost  con- 
slant  association  v.-ith  the  sadder  side  of 
life. — that  of  pain  and  suffering, — so  that  a 
mind  capable  of  great  self-control  and  a 
b.eart  responsive  and  sympathetic  are  essen- 
tial attributes  of  him  who  would  essay  the 


practice  of  the  healing  art.  Thus  when  pro- 
fessional success  is  attained  in  any  instance 
it  may  be  taken  as  certain  that  such  measures 
of  success  have  been  thoroughly  merited.  Dr. 
Lott  is  unr|uestionably  the  leading  physician 
in  his  town  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  in  the  territory  covered 
by  northwestern  Missouri  and  southwestern 
Iowa. 

He  is  numbered  among  the  native  sons 
of  this  slate,  his  birth  having  occiuTed  in 
Clinton  county,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1858.  His 
father.  Fountain  Pitt  Loir,  was  liorn  near 
Frankfort,  Kentucky.  March  25.  1828,  and 
was  of  \\'elsh,  Irish  and  Scotch  lineage,  his 
ancestors  having  come  to  America  in  colonial 
days  and  taken  up  their  abode  in  Kentucky 
at  an  early  period  in  the  development  of 
that  commonwealth.  Fountain  P.  Lott 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  New- 
man, also  a  member  of  a  prominent  Ken- 
tucky family.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Newman,  and  when  three  years  of 
age  was  brnuglil  to  Missouri,  where  she  grew 
to  womanhood  and  acquired  her  education. 
Her  death  occurred  October  3,  1878,  and  the 
Doctor's  father  is  still  living  and  enjoying 
good  health.  In  the  family  were  five  chil- 
dren:  \\'.  R.,  a  farmer  of  Dale  township, 
Atchison  couiU\';  Ellen,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  E.  Petty  and  died  in  1888;  G.  W., 
of  this  review;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Y.  B.  Har- 
ris, of  Tarkio,  Missouri :  and  W.  B.,  a  teach- 
er in  Blanchard,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Lott  spent  the 'days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and 
in  the  public  schools  acquired  his  primary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  study 
in  the  Northwestern  Missouri  State  Normal. 
at  Kirksville.  Later  he  matriculated  in  the 
Slate  University  at  Columbia.  ^Missouri, 
and  progressed  so  rapidly  in  his  studies  that 
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at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching,  a  profession  which  he  successfully 
followed  in  Atchison  county  for  nineteen 
terms.  At  length  he  determined  to  devote 
his  time  and  energies  to  the  practice  of  med- 
icine and  began  study  in  Fairfax,  Missouri, 
in  1 88 1,  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction 
of  Drs.  Hunter  and  Butler,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  his  admission  to  the  medical 
department  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
in  the  fall  of  1882.  He  was  graduated  in 
that  institution  in  1889  and  since  that  time 
has  continuously  devoted  his  energies  to  the 
practice  of  the  healing  art.  He  is'  very  care- 
ful and  exact  in  diagnosing  disease,  never 
exaggerating  its  importance,  and  is  very  ac- 
curate in  foretelling  complications  and  re- 
sults. He  keeps  thoroughly  in  touch  with  the 
progress  that  is  being  made  by  the  medical 
fraternity,  and  no  new  discovery  in  medical 
science  is  allowed  to  escap.e  his  attention. 
His  labors  have  been  attended'  with  a  high 
degree  of  success,  both  from  a  professional 
and  financial  standpoint,  and  the  fraternity 
as  well  as  the  public  accord  him  prestige  as 
a  medical  practitioner.  He  has  been  made 
United  States  pension  examiner  and  effi- 
ciently performs'  the  duties  of  that  office. 

In  1886  Dr.  Lott  was  united  in  marriage 
to  JNIiss  Loah  Biggerstaff,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  R.  J.  and  Jennie  (Wilson)  Big- 
gerstaff, the  former  a  well  known  merchant 
of  Blanchard,  Iowa,  and  the  latter  connected 
\\'ith  a  ])roniinent  family  of  Clinton  county, 
Missouri.  INIrs.  Lott  was  born  December 
13,  1861,  and  is  a  graduate  of  an  Iowa  col- 
lege. Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  Georgia  Loah,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred' March  22,  1896.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  have  many  warm  friends  in  the  com- 
munity and  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many  of 

the  best  homes  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
36 


In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  an  ar- 
dent Republican  and  works  untiringly  for 
the  interests  of  his  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  work  and  doing  all  in  their  power 
for  its  growth  and  promotion.  He  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  residents 
of  this  entire  section  of  the  country,  both 
as  a  citizen  and  as  an  able  physician  and  sur- 
geon, and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  representative  men  in  the 
communitv- 


ALEXANDER  C.  LAUGHLIX. 

Alexander  C.  Laughlin,  one  of  tlie  early 
settlers  of  Nodaway  county  and  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Washington  township,  is  a  native 
of  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  and  was'  born 
February  12,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of  David 
and  Deborah  (Wilson)  Laughlin,  who  were 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  were  born 
and  reared  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania. 
David  Laughlin's  brothers  and  sisters  were 
Isabel,  Hugh,  Rebecca,  and  J\Iary.  Da\id 
was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  liut  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Iowa,  and  in  1842,  after 
his  marriage,  entered  some  land,  which  he 
began  to  cultivate.  He  was  a  plain,  honest 
farmer  and'  was  well  known  in  the  commu- 
nity. Politically  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  part}',  but  never  sought  office. 
He  died  Decenlber  17,  1883,  in  JefYerson 
county,  Iowa.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
living  on  the  old  liomcstcad.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  Wil- 
son, who  in  1840  went  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years;  and  Margaret  died  January 
18,  1880,  aged  ninety-six  years  and  sixteen 
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days.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  later  a  Re- 
publican and  represented  his  county  in  the 
legislature.  His  children  were  Mary,  Caro- 
line, Alexander,  Hugh,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  and 
Deborah,  the  mother  of  our  suJjject.  David 
Laughlin  and  his  wife  had  six  children, 
namely;  Margaret  A.:  Alex.  C.  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  John  T.,  living  on  the  old 
homestead;  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  A.  R. 
Beale;  Mary  C,  wife  of  William  D.  Wilson; 
and  Hugh  ~Sl.,  of  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa. 

/\.lex.  C.  Laughlin,  whose  name  appears 
at  the  opening  of  this  biograph}',  was'  ed'u- 
acted'  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county.  He  remained  at  home  until  Jan- 
uary 4,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  Third  Regiment,  Iowa  Cavalry.  John 
W.  Noble  was  in  command  and  the  cavalry 
was  consigned  to  the  western  department. 
He  was  on  the  raid  after  General  Price  in 
southern  Missouri  and  took  part  in  many 
liotly  contested  fights  in  Arkansas,  Kansas, 
Indian  Teritory,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi.  He  luckily  escaped 
injury  of  any  kind.  He  was  at  the  surren- 
der, of  Macon,  Georgia,  antl  from  there  was 
sent  to  Augusta,  that  state,  thence  to  Atlan-^ 
ta  antl  at  last  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  nuistcred  out  and  rcccix-cd  an  Imndrable 
discharge. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1865,  Mr. 
Laughlin  returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  until  i86g.  In  that  year, 
after  his  marriage,  he  nio\-ed  to  Missouri, 
kicating  in  Xodaway  county.  The  country 
was  then  wild  prairie  and  there  were  feu- 
settlers.  He  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  lanti  four  miles  from  the  nearest 
neighborhood  on  the  north,  and  after  build- 
ing a  small  hou,se  he  began  a  life  of  farming. 
He  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  raising 
of  farm  products  and  feeding  hogs  and  cat- 


tie,  of  which  he  had  a  large  number.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land,  on  which  there  is  a  large 
house  and  commodious  outbuildings.  He 
has  always  made  enough  money  to  keep  his 
family  in  comfort  and  is  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Laughlin  is  a  Republican.  He 
served  four  years  as  assessor  and  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  fourteen  years. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1868,  ]\Ir. 
Laughlin  married  Sarah  E.  Pearson,  who 
was  born  in  Allen  county,  Indiana,  i\Iay  26, 
185 1,  a  daughter  of  Sampson  Pearson.  The 
latter  was  a  native  of  Ohio  but  moved  to 
Indiana  and  then  to  Ii>\va,  where  he  carried 
on  farming.  After  his  family  scattered  he 
made  his  home  with  his  son  in  Gentry  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  died,  January  5,  1898, 
aged  eighty-eight  years.  His  c'hildren  were : 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  A.  Taylor;  Silas; 
Young  S. ;  Henry;  Rachel;  John;  Sarah  E., 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Anna.  Mr. 
Laughlin  had  six  children  by  his  first  wife: 
Ada  E.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa,  January  30,  .1868,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Barkley,  their  home  being 
in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Mary  E.,  born  in 
Xodaway  county.  May  15,  1871,  is  the  wife 
of  W.  F.  Shaw ;  Alexander  P.,  born  in  Xoda- 
way county,  September  12,  1875,  is  the  next 
of  the  family;  John  D.  was  born  in  X^od'a- 
way  county,  January  2,  1878;  Eli  W.  was 
born  July  12,  1880,  in  the  same  county;  aiid 
Albert  \X.,  born  in  Xodaway  county,  Jan- 
uary II,  1884,  is  now  in  Colorado.  Mr.'?. 
Laughlin,  their  mother,  was  a  consistent 
Methodist  and  died  in  the  faith  of  that 
church  ]\lay  26,  1887.  Mr.  Laughlin  was 
again  married,  March  i,  1891,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Gillie  I.  Shepherd. 
She  was  born  in  Missouri,  May  18,  1858,  a 
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daughter  of  Nimrod  Shepherd,  a  native  of 
^'irginia,  wlio  settled  in  Nodaway  county, 
]\Iissouri,  in  early  life.  He  also  lived  some 
time  in  Andrew  county.  He  entered  the  Con- 
federate army  in  1861  and  died  while  in  ser- 
vice. His  children  were :  William  E.,  a  Mis- 
souri blacksmith;  Martha;  Mary;  Gillie,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Cordelia  Ann,  the  wife 
of  James  P.  Green;  Frank,  a  farmer;  and 
Clayburn,  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Shepherd  married 
A.  R.  Bowles,  a  capenter  and  farmer,  who 
died  in  this  state.  She  died  September  8, 
1 89 1.  She  had  one  child  by  the  second 
union,  Ada  F.,  who  married  J.  M.  Hall,  a 
farmer  and  teacher  of  Gentry  county,  Mis- 
souri. 

j\lr.  Laughlin  is  a  member  of  the  I.  00. 
F.,  and  of  Alarion  Post,  No.  119,  G.  A.  R,, 
ol  Stanberry,  Missouri.  He  and  his  ^v!fe 
ha\'e  five  children  :  Harvey  W.,  bom  Decem- 
ber 20,  1891 ;  \'irgil  F.,  November  20,  1893; 
Russell  C,  July  10,  1895;  Getha  I.,  June  18, 
1897;  and  Marvin  E.,  October  29,  189S, 


DOCTOR  F.  BAILEY. 

Doctor  Franklin  Bailc}-,  the  assessor  and 
township  clerk  of  Lincoln  township,  Nuda- 
way  county,  and  one  of  the  well  known,  pi;ip- 
ular  and  reliable  men  of  the  county,  was 
born  in  Buchanan  county,  this  state,  Octo- 
ber 22,,  1859,  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(, Cravens)  Bailey.  Joel  Bailey,  the  grand- 
father of  our  sul)ject,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  where  he  married  Nancy  Curley, 
a  daughter  of  Larkin  Gurley,  who  was  a 
Tory  during  the  Revolutionar}-  war.  Joel 
and  Nancy  Bailey  had  ten  children, — seven 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Three  of  the 
children  died  young.  Mrs.  Bailey  died  in 
Andrew  county,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years,  and  her  husband  died  in  Leaven- 


worth county,  Kansas,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eiglity  years.  James  M.  Bailey,  the 
lather  of  our  subject,  was  born  m  McDowell 
county,  North  Carolina,  April  i,  1837.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupaticm,  and  came  to 
Koclaway  county  in  1850.  He  enlisted  on 
the  Union  side,  in  Company  K,  Thirty-sixth 
Missouri  Volunteer  Lifantry,  under  Captain 
John  Grigsby,  and  saw  much  hard  service 
for  six  years.  After  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge,  he  returned  to  Nodaway  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  \\-as  mar- 
ried, in  1858,  to  Mary  A.  Cravens,  a  native 
of  Missouri.  They  had  seven  children, 
namely:  D.  F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Nancy  Caroline;  Jerry  S.,  of  Sterling,  Ne- 
braska; Elisha  K. ;  William  T.,  who  enlisted 
at  Fort  Omaha,  Nebraska,  September  14, 
1883,  in  Company  H,  Fourth  United  States 
Infantry,  and  served  continuously  in  that 
Company  until  February  22,  1898,  re-enlist- 
ing Alarch  18,  1898,  in  Company  K,  Sixth 
United  States  Infantry,  and  was  a  member 
of  that  company  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  a  hospital  in  Manila,  Phil- 
ippine Islands',  June  14,  1900,  having  an 
army  record  of  nearly  seventeen  years;  Eli- 
jah T.  and  Mary  J.,  of  Cameron,  Nebraska. 
I\Irs.  Bailey  died  in  1873,  and  Mr.  Bailey 
afterward'  married  Matilda  Jones,  of  Leaven- 
worth county,  Kansas,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Larkin, 
Ida,  Edward,  Ora,  Sally  and  Benjamin. 
Mr.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  of  lilmo  Post,  No.  162,  G.  .\..  R. 
D.  F.  Bailey,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  has  lived  in  Buchanan,  Nodaway  and 
Atchison  counties,  Missouri,  and  also  in 
Leavenworth  county,  Kansas.  He  learned 
farming  and  received  his  education  in  these 
places.  His  father  taught  him  two  things 
to  be  followed  through  life,  honesty  and  in- 


592 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


dustry,  and  lie  has  followed  these  teachings 
throughout  his  whole  career.  His  practi- 
cal business  education  was  increased  by  read- 
ing and'  observation.  In  1883  he  married 
Medora  E.  Spencer,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Nodaway  county.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Spencer,  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  who  was  killed  at  Blue  ]Mills. 
He  left  a  wife  and  two  children, — our  sub- 
ject's wife,  and  her  sister  Elizabeth,  who 
married  John  Bailey  of  this  township. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Spencer,  the  widow,  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hudson,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
t}'  in  1847,  and'  she  married  for  her  second 
husband  a  Air.  Ramsey,  of  this  township. 
Mr.  Bailey  and  his  wife  had  two  children, 
namely :  E.  Lowis  and  James  Thomas.  Mrs. 
Bailey  died'  November  11,  1899,  ^"^  ^^^^ 
death  caused  much  regret  in  the  community, 
as  she  was  a  kind  and  loving  woman  who  had 
many  friends. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  a  good  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  keeps  in  excellent  condition. 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  several  of  the  county  con- 
ventions. He  has  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  \'eterans,  and  also  of  the  Pyra- 
n:ids  Order  of  \\'oodmen,  Nebraska.  Mr. 
Bailey  has  won  many  friends  by  his  frank, 
genial  manner. 


LVS.\NDER  D.  R.\MSAY. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  the  legal 
fraternity,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  members 
of  the  bar  have  been  more  pniminent  actors 
in  public  affairs  than  any  other  class  of  the 
American  people.  This  is  but  the  natural  re- 
sult of  causes  which  are  manifest  and  require 
no  explanation.      The  ability  and  training 


which  qualify  one  to  practice  law  also  qualify 
him  in  many  respects  for  duties  which  lie  out- 
side the  sphere  of  his  profession  and  which 
touch  the  general  interest  of  society.  The 
subject  of  this  record  is  a  man  who  has 
brought  his  keen  discrimination  and  thor- 
ough wisdom  to  bear  not  alone  in  profession- 
al paths  but  also  to  the  benefit  of  the  city 
which  has  so  long  been  his  home  and  with 
whose  interests  he  has  been  thoroughly  iden- 
tified. He  holds  and  merits  a  place  among 
the  representative  legal  practitioners  and  cit- 
izens of  Atchison  county;  and  the  story  of 
his  life,  while  not  filled  with  dramatic  epi- 
sodes, is  such  a  one  as  offers  typical  example 
of  that  alert  American  spirit  which  has  ena- 
bled many  an  individual  torisefromobscurity 
to  a  position  of  influence  and  renown  solely 
through  native  talent,  indomitable  persever- 
ance and  singleness  of  purpose.  In  mak- 
ing the  record  of  such  a  life  contemporary 
biography  exercises  its  most  consistent  and 
important  function. 

Lysander  Davis  Ramsay  was  born  in 
Andrew  county,  Missouri,  April  4,  1846. 
His  father,  Lockwood  L.  Ramsay,  was  a  na- 
tive of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  died  on 
Lake  Tahoe,  in  Eldorado  county,  California, 
in  1872.  His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Jane  Fenton  and  was  born  in  Boone 
county,  Missouri,  while  her  death  occurred 
in  Indian  Territory,  in  1867.  Their  sur- 
viving children  are:  Mrs.  Martha  \V. 
Elledge;  Mrs.  Susan  F.  Cox,  of  W'akeeney, 
Kansas;  Anthony  W.,  of  Bijou,  California; 
L.  D.,  of  this  review;  John  L.,  of  Cheyenne 
Wells,  Colorado;  and  Judge  W.  \V.  Ramsay, 
of  Maryville,  Missouri,  who  has  been  the 
judge  of  the  Kansas  City  court  of  appeals, 
state  committeeman  of  the  Democratic  cen- 
tral committee  and  a  member  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph Asylum  Board. 
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Lysander  D.  Ramsay  spent  his  youth  in 
his  parents'  home,  and  between  the  years 
1865  and  1870  was  a  resident  either  of  Ne- 
braska City,  Nebraska,  or  of  Hamlmrg, 
Iowa.  In  the  latter  year  he  located  in  Noda- 
^vay  county.  Missouri,  and  for  ten  years  was 
identified  with  its  educational  interests  as  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools.  Having  ac- 
qiu'retl  a  liberal  eilucation  he  decided  to  enter 
upon  professional  life  and  chose  the  law  as 
best  suited  to  his  tastes  and  ability.  While 
teaching  he  carefully  read  many  of  the  text- 
books on  law  and  thus  prepared  himself  for 
the  bar.  He  was  admitted  by  Judge  Kelly 
in  1874,  and  at  once  began  practice.  He  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  much  of 
the  civil  and  criminal  litigation  (if  the 
county.  He  has  defended  sixteen  men 
charged  with  murder  of  the  first  degree  and 
secured  the  acquittal  of  fifteen  of  them, 
while  the  other  escaped  from  jail,  pending 
liis  bail.  He  prosecuted  two  men  for  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree,  convicted  both  and 
both  broke  jail.  One  made  good  his  escape, 
while  the  other  was  killed  when  the  oflicers 
were  attempting  to  recapture  him.  For 
twenty  years  Mr.  Ramsay  was  a  law  part- 
ner of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Lewis,  of  Rockport, 
and  a  stronger  cir  more  successful  law  firm 
never  entered  a  case  in  the  Atchison  county 
courts.  The  relation  that  was  maintained 
between  them  throughout  the  years  of  their 
connection  was  most  amialjle  and  productive 
of  the  strongest  attachment  each  for  the 
<jther.  During  those  years  there  was  never 
a  settlement,  a  disagreement  <ir  an  unpleas- 
ant feature  in  their  personal  relations,  and 
JNIr.  Ramsay  says  that  if  he  possessed  a  for- 
tune at  his  death  he  would  be  content  to 
designate  his  late  partner  as  his  executor 
without  bond. 

In   187J  occurred  the  marriage  ni   Mr. 


Ramsay  and  Sarah  E.,  a  daughter  of  George 
R.  Ramsay.  Although  they  both  bore  the 
same  name  there  was  no  relationship  between 
them.  The  children  of  the  marriage  are: 
Edward,  a  teacher  of  Nodaway  county; 
Frederick  A.,  who  is  in  the  auditor's  office 
of  the  Burlington  Railway  Company;  Jessie, 
who  is  engaged  in  teaching;  Otto  A.,  who 
resides  in  Rockport ;  Bessie,  who  is  also  a 
teacher;  Ledora,  Charles,  Thomas  and 
Mary  C. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ramsay  is  well  known  as 
a  Democrat  and  has  wielded  wide  influence 
in  campaign  work  in  Atchison  and  adjacent 
counties.  For  eight  years  he  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  county  central  com- 
mittee, for  four  years  was  a  member  of  the 
congressional  committee  and  for  six  years 
a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  national  Democratic 
convention  in  1900,  and  at  all  times  he  has 
given  his  earnest  support  ti.i  all  legitimate 
measures  and  movements  toward  securing 
the  adoption  of  Democratic  principles.  He 
has  served  for  two  years  as  prosecuting  at- 
torney and  was  postmaster  at  Rockport 
during  President  Cleveland's  second  admin- 
istration. As  a  result  of  his  capable  service 
ir.  that  capacity  he  was  invited  to  engineer 
the  establishment  of  the  lirst  rural  delivery 
hi  Atchison  count}-  and  accomplished  that 
work  in  a  most  speedy  time  and  capable 
manner.  He  is  one  who  ever  places  the 
country's  good  before  party  and  subjugates 
self-aggrandizement  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  which  he  represents. 


T.  N.  KELLEY. 

T.  N.  Kelley,  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  a 
gentleman  of  good  business  abilitv,  honora- 
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ble  and  loyal  to  his  friends,  is  a  native  of 
Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  born  in 
1855,  ^  son  of  one  of  'the  eary  settlers  of 
this  county,  Thomas  Kelley.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  coming  to 
America  when  a  boy  of  fifteen  and  settling  in 
Ohio.  In  1852  he  located  in  Maryville, 
Missouri.  He  married  Helen  Wiseman, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Wiseman,  the  father 
settling  in  Xodaway  county  in  1852,  north- 
east of  the  county  seat.  Thomas  Kelley's 
wife  was  first  married  to  a  Mr.  Null,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  George  W.,  now 
a  prominent  farmer  and  business  man  of  this 
township.  B)-  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Kelley 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Margret  S. ;  John  W. :  Samuel  J.,  a 
soldier  who  was  killed  l)y  the  Indians;  Lewis 
F. ;  William  H.;  T.  X.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Henry  J.,  O.  X.  and  Buron.  Mrs. 
Kelley  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 

T.  X'^.  Kelley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
went  to  Humboldt  comity,  California,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  li\ed  in  that  state  and 
Kansas  and  Ohio  for  seven  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
in  1880  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  two 
hundred'  and  forty  acres.  He  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township  and  is  a  thrifty, 
honest  man  who  has  won  the  confidence  of 
all  in  the  community  by  his  honest,  upright 
dealing.  He  was  married  in  1878,  to  ]Mrs. 
Allen,  a  daughter  of  W.  F.  Swinford,  a 
prominent  and  worthy  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  the  county  of  Xodawa};.  By  her  first 
marriage  Mrs.  Kelley  had  two  children, — 
Emma  A.  and  Thomas  W.  Allen.  C.  W. 
Allen,  her  first  husband,  died'  of  measles. 
She  became  the  mother  of  five  c'hildren  by 
her  union  to  Mr.  Kelley,  and  they  are  Bertha 
Florence.  Ira  Oliver,  Wilson  l'"ranklin,  lv\- 
erett  Xewton  and  Rov  Daniel. 


!Mr.  Kelley  is  a  member  of  the  Masoiiic 
fraternity, — Lodge  No.  472.  He  has  many 
friends  in  the  community  and  is  a  loyal  and 
representative  citizen. 


WILLIAM  T.  GRAY. 

\^'illiam  T.  Gray  is  a  well  knoAvn  repre- 
sentative of  the  farming  interests  of  Noda- 
waj^  county,  and  the  careful,  progressive 
methods  which  he  follcjws  bring  to  him  a 
creditable  and  gratifying  success.  His  farm 
is  located  on  section  5,  Union  township,  and 
the  place  is  divided  into  fields  of  conxenient 
size  by  well  kept  fences.  All  modern  im- 
provements and  accessories  have  been  added 
and  everything  about  the  place  is  neat  and 
thrifty  in  appearance,  indicating  his  careful 
supervision. 

Mr.  Gray  was  born  August  3,  1868,  on  , 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  His  father, 
William  (iray,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Xorth 
Carolina,  born  in  Ashe  county.  March  10, 
1831.  When  two  years  of  age  he  accompan- 
ied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Camp- 
bell county,  Tennessee,  but  subsequently  the}'- 
went  to  Carroll  county,  Missouri,  in  the 
j'ear  1841,  arriving  in  Xodaway  county  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year  The  l(Ka- 
tion  was  made  in  what  is  now  Union  town- 
ship. This  was  a  wild  region,  much  of  the 
land  still  being  in  its  primitive  condition  and 
over  the  country  roamed  the  Indian  tribes 
j  that  had  not  yet  left  for  the  reserwitions 
fmlher  west.  Mr.  Gray  purchased  a  claim 
and  began  the  development  of  a  farm,  giv- 
ing the  i)lace  the  name  of  Gray's  (irove. 
There  resided  the  two  brothers,  John  and 
Martin  Gray,  and  upon  the  frontier  they  im- 
l)roved  a  fine  farm,  meeting  all  the  experi- 
ences and  hardships  of  a  i)ioneer  life.  There 
was  but  one  store  in  Marvville  and  that  was 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


595 


in  a  log  house.  During  his  boyhood  t!ie 
fatlier  of  our  suljject  was  on  one  occasion 
going  to  mill  at  Platte  City,  in  company  with 
two  others,  and  they  were  six  weeks  in 
making  the  trip;  and  on  the  return  journey 
William  Gray  was  almost  frozen  to  death. 
In  the  meantime  his  famil\-  were  subsisting 
en  corn  meal  made  on  a  hominy  block.  As 
the  years  passed,  howe\er,  the  comforts  of 
the  older  east  were  introduced  into  the  west 
and  the  family  added  modern  accessories  and 
improvements  to  their  place.  At  the  time  of 
the  war  William  Gray  served  in  the  enrolled 
Jlissouri  militia.  In  1853  he  took  up  his 
residence  upon  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
our  subject.  He  had  formerly  entered  the 
claim  from  the  government  and  had  made 
some  improvements.  He  became  here  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  rich  land,  on  which  he  planted  a  good 
orchard,  erected  a  comfortable  residence, 
built  a  barn  and  all  necessary  outbuildings, 
and  seciu'ed  machinery  for  the  culti\-ation 
of  his  land.  He  was  called  upon  to  till  a 
number  of  local  offices,  fur  his  fellow  towns- 
men recognized  his  ability  to  serve. 

William  Gray,  Sr.,  was  twice  married. 
On  the  13th  of  .\pril,  1852,  he  wedded  Miss 
Nancy  Ingalls,  who  died  September  21, 
1869,  leaving"  nine  children,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living,  namely :  James  T.,  Austin  S., 
and  William  T.  Those  who  have  passed 
away  are  Wesley  F. :  Martha  E.,  wife  of 
Wilson  Hadley:  John  S. :  Mahala  J.,  the 
wife  of  George  Lnch;  Amanda  and  Samuel 
G.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  chose 
Mrs.  Mary  Shelton,  who  was  horn  in  Har- 
rison county,  Ohio,  Septeml)er  17,  1838. 
They  had  six  children,  but  only  two  of  that 
number, — Emmett  O.  and  Dale — are  now 
living.  Those  who  have  passetl  aw  ay  were 
Edgar  F.,  Lester,  Ora  and  Otho.     By  her 


former  marriage  Mrs.  Gray  had  three  chil- 
dren:  William  K.  is  yet  living;  Eva  B. ; 
and'  Albert  L.,  deceased.  William  Gray. 
Sr.,  died  on  the  i6th  of  March,  1900,  and 
is  still  survi\-ed  by  his  second  wife,  who  is 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
to  which  he  also  belonged. 

William  T.  Gray  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Nodawa}-  count}-.  Through  the  summer 
months  he  worked  in  the  fields,  and  in  the 
winter  season  he  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  near  his  home.  On  the 
Jist  of  January,  1891,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  ]\Iiss  Florence  Johnsou,  who  was 
hoYU  in  Illinois,  near  Springfield,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  James  AI.  and  Lucv  (  Archer ) 
Johnson.  Her  parents  were  both  natixcs 
of  Campbell  county,  Tennessee,  and  at  an 
early  day  removed,  to  the  Prairie  state, 
coming  thence  to  Missouri,  when  Mrs.  Gray 
was  only  two  years  old.  They  first  settled 
west  of  Burlington  Junction  and  a  year 
later  took  up  their  abode  in  Polk  township, 
near  the  present  home  of  their  daughter. 
They  are  still  living-  and  nine  of  their  chil- 
(iren  yet  survixe.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gray  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren,— Verda  E.  and  \'elnia  B., — both  of 
whom  were  born  on  the  home  farm.  They 
are  bright  and  interesting  little  children  and 
are  the  light  and  delight  of  their  parents' 
home. 

Mr.  and  ]\lrs.  Gray  began  tlieir  domestic 
life  upon  the  farm  which  is  yet  their  home, 
and  ihronghriut  the  years  of  his  manhood 
lie  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  for 
which  he  is  well  fitted  by  practical  training 
in  his  youth.  The  farm  is  well  developed  and 
the  richly  culti\-ated  fields  yield  a  golden  trib- 
ute in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  of  the 
owner.  His  business  interests  are  well  con- 
ducted along  carefullv  defined  lines  of  labor 
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and  annually  his  efforts  are  increasing  his 
income. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Gray  has 
always  been  a  stanch  Democrat  since  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  Grover 
Cleveland.  For  two  years  he  was  the  asses- 
sor and  for  a  number  of  years  has  served  on 
the  school  board,  and  the  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  believes 
most  firmly  in  providing  excellent  school 
pri\ileges  that  the  children  of  the  land  may 
be  well  trained  by  mental  discipline  for  the 
duties  and  labors  of  later  life.  Mrs.  Gray 
is  a  member  uf  the  ^lissionar}-  Baptist  church 
and  Mr.  Gray  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  South.  Theirs  is  an  in- 
intelligent  family  and  INIr.  and  Mrs.  Gray 
have  a  wide  acquaintance  and  enjo}^  the 
warm  re2ar<l  of  all  who  know  them. 


PETER  PEARCE. 

Xddaway  county  has  many  prominent 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  who  owe  their  suc- 
cess in  life  to  their  own  energetic  and  well 
directed  eft'orts.  In  Peter  Pearce  we  find 
a  worthy  representative  of  this  class.  He 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  empty-handed, 
but  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
and  i^  now  well-to-do. 

Pie  V.  as  horn  in  Paltimore  counly,  Mary- 
land, March  0.  1833.  grew  to  manhood  on 
a  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Pearce,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  at  an  early 
day  emigrated  to  this  country,  locating  first 
in  Pennsylvania  and  spending  his  last  days 
iir  Maryland.  By  occupation  he  was  a  far- 
mer and  miller,  and  was  very  prominent  in 
his  counnunity.  He  owne<1  large  tracts'  of 
hind  and  a  numljer  of  slaves.     His  children 


were  Richard,  Xathan,  Isaiah.  \\'illiam  and 
Betsy. 

\\'illiam  and  Elizabeth  (Hartman) 
Pearce,  the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  for 
some  time  made  their  home  in  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland.  In  1838  they  went  to 
Ohio  and  made  two  or  three  trips  between 
that  state  and  Maryland.  About  1878  they 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  but 
never  located  permanently  here.  The  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  plain,  honest  farmer,  died 
in  1885.  His  wife  survived  him  some  time, 
making  her  home  with  her  children,  and 
died  while  with  a  daughter  in  Louisiana, 
in  1897.  In  religious  belief  she  was  a  Meth- 
odist. Their  children  were  David,  who 
died  in  Illinois;  Nathan  and  Nicholas,  both 
residents  of  Macomb,  Illinois:  Peter,  our 
subject;  Arthur,  who  served  through  the 
Civil  war  and  ilied  in  .\ndrew  county,  Mis- 
souri; ^lary  A.,  the  wife  of  T.  Davis; 
Franklin,  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Abram, 
of  Kansas;  Isaac,  of  Oklahoma;  and  Emma, 
who  died  unmarried. 

Peter  Pearce  remained  at  his  parental 
home  until  he  was  married,  to  ^liss  Rachel 
H.  Lytle,  who  also  was  born  in  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland,  July  24,  1835,  a  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (W'adsworth)  Lytle, 
natives  of  the  same"  state  and  farming  peo- 
ple. Both  her  i)arents  died  in  Baltimore 
county,— the  mother  in  1836,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  Their  other  children 
were  George  W  .;  James  J.;  Mary;  and  Ann 
R.,  who  died  young.  Of  the  children  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Eliza  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years;  William  T.  and 
Nathan  A.  are  both  farmers  of  this  county; 
Laura  is  at  home;  Emaline  is  the  wife  of 
J.  McNeal,  of  Ohio;  Salem  is  a  farmer  of 
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this  county;  Jennie  is  at  Imnie:  Franklin  is 
a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  Lnrana  is  at 
home. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Pearce  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  few 
years.  In  1S56  he  came  to  Missouri,  and 
was  successfullv  engaged  in  farming  upon 
rented  land  in  Xodaway  county  when  the 
Civil  war  bruke  out.  Being  a  strong  Union 
man,  the  Confederates  drove  him  from  the 
county  and  he  was  forced  to  seek  shelter  in 
Iowa.  He  had  worked  hard  and  had  already 
accumulated  some  property.  When  obliged 
to  leave  he  sold  what  he  could'  for  what  he 
could  get.  He  owned  about  fifty-three  head' 
of  hogs,  including  some  fine  brood  sows,  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  take  one  dollar  per 
head.  In  Iowa  he  was  employed  at  any- 
thing which  he  could  find  to  make  an  honest 
living.  Abuut  the  close  oi  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  this  county  and  commenced'  life 
anew  upon  rented  land.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  sixty  acres,  but  sold  that  place  two 
years  later  and  rented  land  for  one  year  in 
his  present  neighborhood.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  bought  eighty  acres,  which  was' 
but  poorly  improved,  and  to  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies,  with  marked  success.  He 
now  tjwns  five  different  farms,  all  well  im- 
pro\ed  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
This  property  has  all  been  acquired  through 
liis  own  industry,  perseverance  and  good 
management,  and'  for  his  success  in  life  he 
deserves  great  credit.  He  is  still  interested 
it;  stock-raising  and  finds  that  a  profitable 
occu])ation. 

Mr.  I'earce  came  to  this  coinitry  from 
St.  Louis  by  stage  and  the  family  were  se- 
verely injured  by  the  stage  turning  over  at 
Liberty,  Missouri,  this  causing  him  much  ad- 
ditional expense,  so  that  when  he  arrived 


here  he  had  only  six  dollars  with  which  to 
begin  life  in  a  new  country.  Game  was 
plentiful  but  money  very  scarce.  At  that 
time  one  could  go  on  horseback  for  miles  in 
any  direction,  there  being  no  buildings  or 
fences  to  impede  his  i)rogress,  as  the  country 
was  very  sparsely  settletl.  ]Mr.  Pearce  has 
v."atched  with  interest  the  wonderful  devel- 
opment of  this  region,  and  has  e\er  borne 
his  part  in  the  work  of  advancement.  In 
politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republi- 
can, whose  influence  is  ever  exerted  for  his 
party,  and  he  is  unquestionably  one  of  the 
most  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  of  his 
adopted  county. 


JOHN   A.   \\'ALKINSHA\V. 

John  A.  W'alkinshaw  is  a  self-made  man 
who,  without  a  wealthy  family  or  pecuniary 
advantages  at  the  commencement  of  life,  has 
battled  earnestly  and  energetically,  and  by 
indomitable  courage  and  integrity  has 
achieved  both  character  and  fortune.  By 
sheer  force  of  will  and  untiring  effort  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward.  He  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  the  Fairview  farm.  He  makes 
his  home  on  his  fine  farm  in  Lincoln  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  W'alkinshaw  was  born  July  19.  1872, 
in  Page  county,  Iowa,  near  Clarinda,  and 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  this  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, his  parents  being  J.  H.  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Clellan)  Walkinshaw.  The  mother  died  in 
1889,  but  the  father  is  still  living  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  grain  ])usiness  at  Blanchard, 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  William,  who  is  living  in  Page 
county,  Iowa;  John  Adam,  of  this  review; 
Mrs.  Bessie  Duncan,  of  Taylor  county, 
Iowa;   Mrs.  Jennie  McXight,    of    Lincoln 
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township.  Atchison  county.  Missouri;  Mrs. 
Louisa  Copeland,  of  Nodaway  county.  Mis- 
souri ;  Hannah ;  James,  a  student  in  College 
Springs,  Iowa;  and  Frank,  at  home:  Mrs. 
Walkinshaw  was  an  earnest  Christian  wom- 
an, a  faithful  wife  and  a  de\-oted'  nrntlier 
and  a  kind  neighhor  and  friend.  Her  ster- 
ling qualities  won  her  the  love  of  all  who 
knew  her.  The  father  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  reliable  business  men  in  his  lo- 
cality and  has  the  unqualified  confidence  of 
all  with  wJKim  he  has  been  ])r(iughl  in  con- 
tact, his  word  being  as  good  as  any  liond 
that  was  ever  solemnized  b}'  signature  or 
seal.  He  hold's  membership  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  church  and  is  serving  as  one  of 
its  elders. 

John  A.  ^^'alkinshaw.  whose  name  forms 
the  caption  of  this  article,  .spent  his  boy- 
hood days  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
was  early  trained  to  habits  of  industr}'  and 
economy.  As  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle 
the  plow  he  took  his  place  in  the  fields  and 
turned  many  a  furrow  for  the  spring  jjlant- 
ing.  He  also  aided  in  harvesting  the  crops 
in  the  autumn  and  thus  became  acc|uainted 
with  e^"ery  department  of  farm  work.  His 
preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home  and  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  College  Springs, 
Iowa.  Reading  and  cx|)erience  have  also 
added  to  his  knowledge  ancf  made  him  a  well 
informed  man. 

In  the  year  1891  Mr.  Walkinshaw  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Ilenning, 
of  Lincoln  township,  who  has'  pro\-ed  io  him 
a  faithful  companion  ruid  helpmate  on  life's 
journey.  She  was  born  in  Troy.  \ew  "S'ork, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  .\tchison 
ciiunty.  Her  father  was  Rf)bert  Henning, 
who  was  driiwned  in  ibis  Incality  in  1883; 
and  her  muthcr  died  in   1900.     Thcv  were 


honored  and  respected  people  of  the  town- 
ship and  the  example  which  they  left  to  their 
children  was  in  many  respects  well  worthy 
of  emulation.  Three  of  their  children  are  yet 
living,  namely:  James,  a  resident  of  Lin- 
coln township:  Mrs.  Walkinshaw  and  Will- 
iam. The  marriage  of  our  suliject  and  wife 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children, — Mary, 
John  and  Helen — who  are  still  with  their 
parents. 

The  I'airxiew  farm,  which  is  owned  and 
worked  by  (jur  subject,  is  a  valuable  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  rich  and  fer- 
tile land.  This  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
state  (if  culti\ation.  and  the  well  tilled  field's 
bring  tn  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for 
the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon 
them.  His  residence  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  two  thousand  dollars  and  is  tastefully 
furnished.  The  fields  are  productive,  and  in 
addition  to  operating  his  own  land  he  culti- 
vates his  father's  homestead  of  three  huiv 
dreil  acres.  He  buys  and  sells  cattle,  hogs 
and  horses  and  is  a  business  man  whose  suc- 
cess has  been  won  by  honorable  methods  and 
by  unflag'ging  diligence  and'  luiabating 
energ)'.  Mr.  \\'alkinshaw  is  a  young  man 
of  intelligence,  wide-awake  ancf  progres- 
sive, his  attention  being  given  mostly  to  his 
business  affairs,  yet  his  support  is  withheld 
from  no  measure  or  movement  of  a  public 
nature  which  he  believes  will  contribute  to 
the  ])ublic  good  or  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  comnuuiity.  In  dis])osition  he  is  friendly, 
in  manner  cordial,  and  he  has  gained  the  es- 
teem of  a  very  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


WILLIAM  ROBIXSOX. 

A  representative  of  the  farming  interests 
of  Atchison  county.  William  Robinson,  car- 
ried on  the  business  of  cultivating  his  fields; 
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and  his  energetic  efforts',  guided  by  careful 
management,  have  resulted  in  bringing  to 
him  creditable  success. 

He  was  born  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  July  ii,  1855,  a  son  of  William  and 
Susan  (Maxwell)  Robinson,  both  of  whom 
v.'ere  nali\-es  of  the  green  isle  of  Erin.  They 
were  married,  however,  in  Canada,  and  tliere 
the  father  died.  After  his  marriage  he  be- 
gan farming  in  the  British  province  and  con- 
tinued the  cultivation  of  his  land  throughout 
his  remaining  days.  He  was'  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert Robinson,  who  also  became  a  resident  of 
Canada  and  there  followed  farming.  His 
children  were :  Mary  A. ;  Elizabeth ;  Will- 
iam; and  James,  who  died  in  Ireland.  The 
other  children,  however,  Ijecame  residents  of 
the  new  world.  Their  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presliyterian  church.  \\'illiam 
Robinson  and  his  wife  reared  eleven  chil- 
dren :  John,  who  is  living  in  Canada ;  Mrs. 
Mary  .V.  McKinzie;  Robert,  of  California; 
Eliza  J.,  niiw  ilrs.  Porter,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  James,  of  Kansas ;  William,  of  this 
review;  Airs.  Sarah  G.  (hll ;  Thomas;  Ed- 
ward and  David,  who  are  living  in  Canada; 
and  Rohena,  of  Xew  Hampsliire.  The 
father  passed  away  in  1895,  while  liis  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-si.x. 

William  Robinson,  wliose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  spent  the  days  of  his  child- 
hood and'  youth  in  his  native  county,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  left  home  and  worked 
in  a  sawmill  in  New  Hampshire.  On  tlie 
expiration  of  four  years  he  returned  to  his 
Canadian  hume,  wliere  lie  remained  until 
1878.  when  he  came  to  Missnm-i,  locating 
in  X'odaway  county.  Here  he  rented  land 
and  continued  farming,  in  1883  he  was 
married  and  located  on  liis  property,  consist- 
ing of  a  tract  of  wild'  prairie  land  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.    Not  a  furrow  had 


been  turned  or  an  improvement  made  upon 
the  place.  He  erected  a  cheap  house  and 
when  he  was  established  in  his  new  home 
earnestly  began  clearing  and  developing  his 
land  and  transforming  it  into  rich  fields.  He 
has  made  many  substantial  improvements 
upon  his  place,  in  due  time  beginning  the 
erection  of  a  commodious  residence,  large 
barns  and  outbuildings.  He  also  lias  a 
windmill  upon  the  place,  a  tine  bearing  or- 
chard and  all  modern  accessories,  while  his 
land  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
yields  to  him  a  good  return  for  the  hd)or 
which  lie  has  bestowed'  upon  the  fields.  He 
carries  on  general  farming,  and  in  addition 
follows  stock-raising,  having  been  numbered 
among  the  successful  stock  feeders  and  deal- 
ers of  this  portion  of  the  county  for  fifteen 
years.  His  life  has  been  one  of  indefatigable 
energy,  which,  comljincd  with  his  honorable 
dealing,  has  gained  for  him  a  place  among 
the  substantial  residents  of  the  county.  He 
is  also  numbered  among  its  most  reliable 
citizens,  for  in  trade  circles  his  honesty  is 
proverbial. 

In  1883  2\Ir.  Robinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Susan  A.  McKee,  who  was 
born  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Xo\-eni- 
ber  10,  1853,  a  ladv  of  cuUure  and  intelli- 
gence, belonging  to  one  of  the  early  pioneer 
families  of  Nodaway  county.  Her  parents 
were  Matthew  ^V.  and  Emily  (House)  Gra- 
liam,  liotli  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  which  state  they  were  married,  and 
afterward  came  to  Nodaway  county,  casting 
in  their  lot  with  its  early  settlers  in  1851. 
He  entered  land  from  the  government  and 
ini])ro\-ed  a  large  farm,  u])on  which  lu-  still 
resides,  having  become  one  of  the  ])rosperous 
agriculturists  of  his  community.  He  served' 
throughout  the  Mexican  war  and  received  an 
honorable   discharge  when    hostilities    had 


6(J(> 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


ended  and  his  aid  was  no  longer  needed.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  affairs. 
He  and  his  wife  have  traveled  life's  journey 
together  for  nearly  half  a  century  and'  are 
now  enjoying  the  reward  of  well  spent  lives, 
being  now  in  their  declining  days  surrounded 
l)y  all  the  comforts  of  life.  They  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  church,  true 
to  its  teachings  and  its  principles. 

Their  children  are:  Georgia  A.,  the  wife 
of  "Sir.  Bowman;  Susan  A.,  the  honored  wife 
of  yiv.  Robinson;  Marian;  Andrew  and  Ed- 
ward, who  are  operating  the  old  homestead 
farm.  ]\Irs.  Robinson's  iirst  husband  was 
William  ]\IcKee,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
came  to  .-Vmerica  with  his  jjarents  when  four 
years  old  and  three  years  later  became  a 
resident  of  Missouri,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hex  ul.  The  familv  first  located  in  Andrew 
count}',  subsequently  removed  to  Nodaway 
county,  where  Mr.  McKee  attained  man's 
estate  and  was  married.  He  then  followed 
farming  until  his  death.  He  left  to  his 
wiiii.iw  the  care  (if  fnur  young  children, 
\\hiim  .Mr.  ivil)insnn  has  reared  and  edu- 
cated, capabl}-  filling  the  place  of  their  own 
father.  These  children  are:  Irwin,  at  home; 
'J'almnn  and  William  E..  who  are  living  in 
Den\er,  Colorado;  and  Margaret,  who  is 
now  a  student  ui  the  conservatory  of  music 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
RiibinsiiH  ha\c  been  ])orn  f(jur  children: 
Fred,  Emily,  John  and  Robert,  all  at  their 
parental  home. 

'Slv.  R(Vl)inson  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
pul>lican,  takes  an  acti\e  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  keeps  well  informecV  on  the  is- 
sues of  the  day,  but  with  the  e.Kceptiou  of 
some  minor  positions  has  never  sought  or 
held  public  office.    He  is  a  farmer,  giving  his 


life  entirely  to  the    development    and    im- 
provement of  his  land,  and  his  fine  farm  is  a 

moinuncnt  to  his  enterprise. 


DA\'ID  HITCHCOCK. 

For  thirty  years  this  gentleman  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
iriterests  of  Nodaway  county,  and  has  aided 
materially  in  its  development  and  improve- 
ment. -V  native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born  in 
Hendricks  county,  Januar}'  20,  1832,  and  is  a 
son  of  Barnabus  and  Polly  (Richardson) 
Hitchcock,  who  were  married  in  that  state, 
though  the  father  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  the  mother  of  Tennessee.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  William  Hitchcock,  was 
also  born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  an  early 
settler  of  Washington  county,  Indiana.  His 
wife's  father,  Mr.  Coffin,  had  entered  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  that  state,  a  portion  of  which 
he  gave  to  each  of  his  children,  and  they 
made  from  the  heavily  timbered  tract  good 
farms.  There  William  Hitchcock  and  his 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
most  estimable  people,  in  whose  family 
were  eight  children,  namely :  Joshua ;  Barna- 
bus; Mathew ;  William;  Patsy,  the  wife  of 
B.  Stanley;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  A.  Stanley; 
Amy,  now  Mrs.  Crow;  and  Priscilla,  now 
]\Irs.  Thompson. 

Barnabus  Hitchcock  was  reared  in  a 
Quaker  settlement  in  Washington  county, 
Indiana,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  for  some  years  after  his  marriage  and 
then  mo\ed  to  Hendricks  county,  the  same 
state,  where  he  entered  land  and  made  some 
improvements  thereon.  Afterward  he  re- 
turned to  \\'ashington  county,  whre  he  died 
in  1842.  By  occupation  he  was  a  Ijrick  man- 
ufacturer and  mason.     He  left  a  wife  and 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


GOl 


five  children,  whom  slie  kept  together  until 
they  were  old  enough  to  care  for  them- 
selves. Suhsequently  she  married'  Robert 
Denny  and  moved  to  Indianapolis,  of  which 
city  he  became  a  successful  attorney,  real- 
estate  and  pension  agent.  There  he  died, 
Mrs.  Denny's  death  occurring  in  1889.  By 
her  last  marriage  she  had  one  daughter,  Ade- 
line. The  children  of  the  first  imion  were 
Alfred,  who  died  in  Hendricks  county,  In- 
diana; David,  our  subject;  William  J.,  who 
died  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  while  on  the  march 
to  the  sea  during  the  Civil  war ;  Miles  J.,  who 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga ; 
and  Martha  E.  All  of  the  sons  and  their 
stepfather  were  in  the  Union  army  at  the 
same  time. 

David  Hitchcock  was  reared  on  a  farm  by 
his  widowed  mother,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  to  the  family 
commenced  work.  His  education  therefore 
was  rather  limited,  being  mostly  of  a  prac- 
tical kind.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
learning  the  tanner's  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  for  seven  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Indiana,  in  No- 
vember, 1833,  and  is  a  representative  of  an 
honored  ]jioneer  family  of  that  ciiuntv-  Her 
father,  Archibald  Johnson,  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  boyhood  became  a 
resident  of  Indiana,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  life.  He  was  a  man  of  un- 
questioned integrity  and  a  minister  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  church.  His  children  were 
Jacob;  Malinda;  William;  Mary;  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy  and  David. 
Nancy  married  J.  Weston  and  in  1870  be- 
came a  resident  of  Holt  county,  Missouri. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitchcock  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  born  in  Indiana,  where 
two  died  young.     The  others, were  Milton, 


now  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Washington; 
William,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  David, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  Lincoln, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  tlie  home- 
stead; Archibald,  a  druggist  of  Skidmore; 
and  Barney,  a  farmer  of  Kansas. 

For  a  few  years  after  his  marriage,  ^Ir. 
Hitchcock  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land' 
in  his  native  state,  and  later  bought  and  sold 
two  or  three  farms,  at  a  small  profit.  In 
October,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  in  Company  B,  Forty-ninth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He 
took  part  in  all  the  important  battles  in  which 
that  department  engaged,  was  in  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg  and  the  campaign  in  Arkansas 
and  Texas,  and  assisted  in  opening  the  Miss- 
issippi river  country.  W'hile  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  his 
term  of  enlistment  expired,  and  with  his  reg- 
iment was  sent  by  water  to  New  York,  and 
from  there  to  Indianapolis',  where  he  was 
mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged.  For- 
tunately he  was  never  wounded  nor  taken 
prisoner. 

In  the  fall  of  1869.  with  two  good  teams 
and  wagons,  Mv.  Hitchcock  came  to  the  new 
Eldorado,  locating  on  a  i>artia]ly  improved 
farm  in  Holt  county,  Missouri.  A  year  later 
he  sold  that  place  and  came  to  Nodaway 
county  and  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  wild  land,  on  which  he  built  a  small 
house.  He  suon  broke  the  land  and  placed  it 
under  cultivation,  and  from  time  to  time 
added  to  his  landed  possessions.  Though  he 
lias  since  given  his  children  some  of  the 
property  he  still  owns  three  hundred  acres  of 
well  improved  and  valuable  land.  In  1897 
he  rented  the  homestead  to  his  son  and  built 
a  comfortaljle  residence  on  a  forty-acre  tract, 
where  he  now  makes  his  home.    In  connec- 
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tion  with  general  farming  he  has'  engaged 
in  stock-raising,  and  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  undertakings.  The  Republican 
party  finds  in  Mr.  Hitchcock  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  but  he  has  never  cared 
for  political  preferment,  desiring  rather  to 
<le\ote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his 
business  interests.  He  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  for  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  empty-handed,  and  his  prosperity 
is  due  to  his  own  untiring  industry,  persever- 
ance and  good  management.  He  is  familiar- 
ly known  as  Uncle  David,  and  he  has  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and'  acquaintances  who  es- 
teem him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  both 
lie  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church. 


J.  N.  RH^LEY. 

This  successful  farmer  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Nodaway  county,  Mis- 
souri, was  born  in  Cortland  county.  New 
York,  March  22,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Polly  (Grant)  Ripley,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  who  when  children  were  taken 
by  their  respective  parents  to  New  York,  and 
after  growing  up  were  married  in  that  state. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Lois  (Emerson)  Ripley,  also  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  farming  people.  The}'  were  of 
]'"rcnch  and  English  descent  and  belonged 
to  an  iKjnored  old  family  of  New  England. 
John  Ripley  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  and  a  descendant  of  General  Ripley, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  He  spent  his  last 
days  in  New  York  state.  His  children  were 
Samuel,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John  D,, 
who  died  in  1877;  Louisa  and  Thomas,  who 
both  died  in  Pennsylvania.     On  the  mater- 


nal side  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  Mathew  Grant,  from  whom  General  U. 
S.  Grant  was  also  descended.  Mathew  Grant 
came  to  this  country  from  England  in  1630, 
and  first  settled  in  Dorchester,  Massachu- 
setts, but  five  years  later  moved  to  Connecti- 
cut. From  him  the  ancestry  is  traced  through 
Samuel,  Noah,  Noah  and  Noah,  a  farmer  of 
New  \'ork,  who  was  the  maternal  grandfa- 
th.er  of  our  subject.  In  his  family  were  ten 
children,  namely :  Russell,  Ruth,  Cyrus, 
Nancy,  Jiistus,  Polly,  Patty,  Noah,  Jr.,  Will- 
iam and  Minor.  Throughout  life  Samuel 
Ripley,  father  of  our  subject,  followed  farm- 
ing in  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1871. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Repu1)lican.  Of  his  children  Eli  died  unmar- 
ried :  Amy  married  J.  Kerr,  who  died  in  An- 
dersonville  prison  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
for  her  second  husband  she  married  Turner 
Butman;  J.  N.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
and  is  followed  by  Pieman,  Lorenzo  D., 
Francis  M.  and  Filando.  The  parents  were 
both  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
W'esleyan  Methodist  church. 

J.  N.  Ripley  attended  the  common  schools 
and  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the 
home  farm  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  bought  his  time  of  his  father  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  subsequently  followed  for  many 
years.  In  1855  he  went  to  Minnesota,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  one  season  and  was 
later  employed  in  the  luntber  woods.  He 
next  went  to  Illinois,  and  in  the  fall  of  i860 
to  Texas,  stopping  at  Paris,  Lamar  county, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  time.  Sub- 
sequently as  a  teamster  he  hauled  freight  to 
Shreveport  and  Jefiferson,  and  made  one  trip 
to  Galveston.  In  the  meantime  the  Civil 
war  had  broken  out  and  it  re(|uired  all  his 
ingenuity  to  keep  out  of  trouble.     He  kept 
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a  strict  watch,  clid  little  talking  and  was 
thus  enabled  to  pass  the  five  years  of  the  war 
in  one  of  the  seceding  states'  among  hot- 
headed rebels.  He  was  a  member  of  an  or- 
ganization of  Union  men  from  different 
states,  both  north  and  south,  of  whose 
strength  the  rebels  were  fully  aware.  It  was 
composed  of  good  reliable  business  men  who 
did  much  toward  assisting  Union  men  in 
their  efforts  to  leave  the  state  either  before 
or  after  they  had  been  conscripted,  all  of 
which  was  secretly  and  carefully  managed. 
After  going  to  Texas,  Mr.  Ripley  became 
acquainted  with  a  Mrs.  McXeal  and  her  fam- 
ily, who  were  from  Pennsyh'ania,  and  with 
\vhom  he  made  his  home.  Two  of  the  sons, 
William  and  Alexander  McNeal,  left  Texas 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  went  to  Illi- 
nois, where  the  former  remained,  while  the 
latter  entered  the  Union  army.  Thomas  and 
Allen  IMcNeal  W'ere  conscripted  hut  man- 
aged to  leave  the  state  and'  go  north.  At  the 
close  of  the  w-ar,  believing  Mr.  Ripley  had 
gone  to  Mexico  and  not  knowing  what  had 
become  of  their  mother  and  sister,  the 
brothers  came  to  Missouri.  In  searching 
for  the  missing  ones  Thomas  went  to  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  where  he  found  that  his 
mother  had  passed  through  that  place  in 
company  with  Mr.  Ripley  on  their  way  to 
northwestern  Missouri.  Suspecting  that 
the  sons  would  try  and  find  their  mother  our 
subject  had  left  a  letter  in  Kansas'  City  and 
Fort  Leavenworth  for  Thomas  McNeal, 
telling  him  that  they  would  stop  near  Inde- 
pendence. After  a  time  ^Ir.  JMcNeal  re- 
ceived one  of  these  letters  and  the  family 
again  became  united.  Mr.  Ripley  had  start- 
ed north  in  July,  1865,  and  arrived  in  Noda- 
way county  in  September.  He  ])rought  with 
him  his  teams  and'  a  few  horses,  but  on  the 
way  three  of  these  were  stolen ;  and  later, 


while  in  camp  north  of  Kansas  City,  he  and 
TlK^nias  JNIcXeal  were  held  up  by  robbers  and 
sixteen  hundred  dollars  were  taken  from 
them. 

On  his  arrival  in  this  county  Mr.  Ripley 
had  but  a  small  amount  of  money  left.  The 
country  w^as  still  in  a  very  unsettled  condition 
on  account  of  the  reconstruction,  and  but 
little  building  was  being  done.  Having 
teams  and  being  willing  to  work,  he  con- 
tracted to  break  prairie,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed until  his  services  as  a  carpenter  were 
needed.  After  his  marriage,  in  1868,  he  lo- 
cated upon  forty  acres  of  his  present  farm, 
which  at  that  time  was  wild  prairie  land, 
and  in  connection  with  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade. 
Success  has  attended  his  well-directed  ef- 
forts, and  he  has  become  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  his  community,  owning  a 
fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  seven  acres 
of  fertile  land,  w'hich  he  has  placed  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved' 
with  good  buildings.  In  addition  to  the 
homestead,  which  he  carries  on,  he  has  two 
other  farms,  now  operated  by  his  sons. 

In  186S  Mr.  Ripley  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet McNeal,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Gibson) 
McNeal,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  but  were 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  until  his  death.  Later 
Mrs.  McNeal  and  her  family  moved  to  La- 
mar county,  Texas,  where  our  subject  be- 
came acquainted  with  them,  as  previously 
stated.  Of  her  children,  James,  IMrs.  Mary 
Grissinger,  Robert  and  Mrs.  Jane  Thompson, 
all  remained  in  Penn.'^ylvania,  while  Mar- 
garet, William,  Thomas.  .\Ie.xandcr  and  El- 
len went  to  Texas  and  finally  settled'  in  this 
county,  becoming  prominent  and  representa- 
tive farmers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ripley  have  three 
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children:  John  A.  and  Ed'win  I.,  both  far- 
mers; and  Francis  M.,  who  is  farming  on  the 
homestead. 

The  parents  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Church  of  God,  and  in  pohtics  j\Ir.  Ripley  is 
a  strong  Republican,  using  his  influence  and 
working  untiringly  for  the  interests  of  his 
party.  He  was  the  chairman  of  the  township 
committee  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was 
the  township  assessor  six  years.  To  indus- 
try, honesty  and'  perseverance  may  be  at- 
tributed his  success  in  life,  and  he  well  de- 
serves the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow  ciitzens. 


J.  THOMAS  WORK^IAX. 

Among  the  well  known  representatives  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Nodaway  coun- 
ty is  J.  Thomas  Workman,  who  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  locality  since  1859.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  March  10, 
1857,  and  is  a  son  of  John  \\'orkman,  who 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  CJn  the  old  homestead 
here  the  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  to 
manhood',  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  he  acquired  his  education, 
mastering  the  branches  usually  taught  in 
such  institutions.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  removed  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides'  and  for  f<iur  }ears  he  engaged  in 
keeping  bachelor's  hall.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  was  married,  his  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Mary  \\'alters,  who  was  born 
in  Boone  county,  Indiana,  but  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Missouri.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Eliza  (Heady)  \\'alters,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Her  father 
died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and 
her  mother  passed  away  in  this  county.  They 
had    eight    children,    namely:    Sarah    C. ; 


James;  Mrs.  Workman;  Anna  Martha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Susan,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Sylvester,  Harvey  and  Em- 
ma. The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  were  people 
of  the  highest  respectability. 

Untij  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Workman  have  been 
born  tliree  children:  John  A.,  Joseph  T.,  and 
Lulu  E.  The  first  named  is  now  a  success- 
ful and  popular  teacher  in  this  county.  He 
received  a  medal  at  Burlington  Junction  and 
won  a  gold'  medal  at  Maryville  Academy. 
The  home  of  the  family  is  in  Xodaway 
township,  where  ]\Ir.  Workman  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixtj-  acres  of  good  land,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat 
and  is  serving  as  a  notary  public.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  affable  and  genial  of  men  and 
is  a  popular  citizen  of  his  township. 


REDICK  C.  WOODHOUSE. 

An  inHuenlial  citizen  and  public  official  of 
Dotham,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  who 
holds  the  important  office  of  postmaster  of 
the  town  and  is  prominent  in  commercial 
circles,  is  Retlick  C.  Woodhouse,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  .sketch.  He  was  born  in  Jasper 
county,  Missouri,  in  1842,  a  son  of  Hadley 
and  Abigail  (Hunning)  Woodhouse,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The 
^^'oodhouse  famil)-  came  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Montgomery  county,  Lidiana,  where 
they  remained  until  1838,  and  then  moved  to 
Jasper  county,  Missouri,  in  1843  going  into 
Platte  county,  where  they  were  among  the 
first  settlers.  Both  father  and  mother  died 
in  that  county,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two,  the  former  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  Both 
had  been  consistent  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  for  many  years. 
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The  cliildren  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject  were :  Lucinda,  deceased :  Mrs.  Lydia 
Walkup,  of  Dale  township ;  Jonathan,  of 
Platte  county,  Missouri;  William,  of  Bu- 
chanan county,  this' state;  Mrs.  Sarah  Chest- 
nut, of  Platte  county,  also  in  this  state;  Dan- 
iel, deceased;  R.  C,  our  subject;  and  Louisa, 
deceased. 

R.  C.  W'oodhouse  was  a  small  child  when 
he  accompanied  the  family  to  Platte  county. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  placed  at  farm  work, 
and  in  his  home  was  taught  the  value  of  hon- 
esty and  industry.  The  'educational  advan- 
tages of  our  subject  were  limited;  but  he 
made  as'  good  use  of  them  as  possible.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  for  some  time 
in  a  Missouri  regiment  that  was  principally 
engaged  in  scouting. 

Some  time  after  the  war  our  subject  came 
to  Dale  township,  where  he  located  on  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  immediately  be- 
ginning cultivation  and  improvement,  grad- 
ually adding  more  land,  and  now  has  a  tract 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres.  Mr. 
Woodhouse  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
business'  men  of  Dotham,  owning  a  commo- 
dious store  building,  which  is  well  stocked 
with  a  general  assortment  of  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries, boots  and  shoes, — in  fact  everything 
wdiich  the  residents  of  Dotham  can  require, 
and  has  a  large  and'  constantly  increasing 
trade.  The  postoffice  is  kqit  in  this  building, 
proving  to  be  a  great  accommodation  to  the 
citizens.  Mr.  \Voodhouse  was  appointed 
postmaster  in  the  fall  of  1898,  and  is  a  pop- 
ular official,  highly  esteemed  by  members  of 
both  political  parties. 

Mr.  Woodhouse  was  married  in  Holt 
county,  Missouri,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Martha 
Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and'  Matilda 
Taylor,  and  these  children  have  been  born 
of  this  union:     Minnie    Kelley;    Elvis  H.; 


John ;  Albert,  who  is  a  student  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's College:  Lydia:  Jessie5svho  assists 
as  a  clerk  in  the  sture:  and  Earl. 

Socially  our  subject  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order, — Fairfax  lodge, — and 
has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  He  is  highly  respected  by  those  wd:o 
have  had  business  dealings  with  him,  and  is 
justly  regarded  as  a  representative  citizen 
of  Dale  township. 


MOSES  T.  BAXTA. 

A  popular  law_\-er,  a  well  informed  real- 
estate  man,  an  efficient  representative  in  an 
imp(irtant  department  of  the  business  of  a 
great  railway  company,  the  able  and  re- 
spected mayor  of  a  growing  town,  the  gen- 
tleman w'hose  name  is  above  is  not  without 
responsibility  or  business  with  which  to 
keep  himself  in  touch  with  the  busy  world. 
These  several  exacting  functions  require 
special  talents,  knowledge  and  characteris- 
tics, and  Mr.  Banta  seems  to  possess  them 
all  in  an  eminent  degree.  A  brief  summary 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  busy  life  of  this 
popular  citizen  of  northwest  Missoiu'i  will 
be   found   interesting  and   instructive. 

Moses  T.  Banta  was  born  near  Raven- 
wood,  Nodaw-ay  county,  Missouri,  November 
3,  1858,  a  son  of  Abraham  Banta,  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  the  county.  The  family  of 
Banta  (the  name  was  originally  spelled 
Bonta)  is  of  French  and  German  origin  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Virginia  and'  Ken- 
tucky, and  some  of  Mr.  Banta's  ancestors 
served  the  cause  of  the  colonies  as  a  patriot 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  Others 
of  later  generations  fought  gallantly  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  in  the  Indian  wars.  Abra- 
ham Banta  was  born  in  Mercer  county,  in 
the  blue-grass  region  of  Kentucky,  where  he 
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grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated  and  in- 
structed in  farming.  He  married  Eliza 
Roundtree,  a  native  of  Crab  Orchard',  Lin- 
cohi  county,  Kentucky,  who  was  reared  and 
educated  in  her  native  state,  where  the 
Eoundtrees  are  an  old  and  highly  respect- 
able family.  In  1843  Abraham  Banta  emi- 
grated from  Kentucky  to  JMissouri  and  set- 
tled on  a  part  of  the  Platte  Purchase,  in 
Clinton  county,  and  from  there  ten  years 
later  he  removed  to  Xodaway  county,  locat- 
ing at  Ravenwood,  east  of  ^Maryville.  There 
Mrs.  Banta  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  Mr. 
Banta  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Mrs.  Banta 
was  a  most  estimable  woman,  a  faithful  and 
affectionate  wife  and  mother  and  a  good 
neighbor,  sympathetic  with  those  who  were 
in  trouble  and  charitable  to  the  poor.  Mr. 
Banta  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  an  honored 
and  influential  citizen  and  a  Democrat  of  the 
old  school. 

Abraham  and  Eliza  (Roundtree)  Banta 
had  five  children:  Charity,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Adams  and  lives  iu  Alissouri ;  Mary,  the 
widow  of  J.  W.  Hopkins,  who  lives  in. Colo- 
rado; Susan  C,  the  wife  of  John  H.  Har- 
vey, of  Nodaway  county;  O.  H.  Banta,  of 
Hayes  county,  Nebraska;  and  Moses  T. 
Banta. 

Moses  T.  Banta  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm  and  taught  to  do  farm  work  of  all 
kinds,  which  was  conducive  not  alone  to 
habits  of  industry  but  to  good  health.  He 
gained  his  primary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  by  special  study  fitted  himself 
for  the  work  of  a  teacher.  He  taught  suc- 
cessfully in  Andrew  county  and  in  Xodaway 
count)'  for  eight  years.  In  1880  he  began 
the  study  of  law  with  Judge  Johnston,  one  of 
the  prominent  lawyers  of  Nodaway  county, 
for  his  preceptor,  and  in  1885,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  1>ar,  in  Nodaway  county.  Since 


that  date  he  has  been  engaged  actively  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  For  a  time 
he  had  a  law,  real-estate  and  collection  of- 
fice at  Burlington  Junction.  In  1898  he  was 
appointed  land  agent  for  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad  lands  in  Nebras- 
ka, and  has  since  maintained  an  office  at  Has- 
tings, in  that  state,  at  the  same  time  retaining 
his  practice  and  office  at  Maryville,  of  which 
town  he  fills  the  responsible  ofiice  of  mayor. 
Possessing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  of  municipal  needs  and  the  best 
means  of  supplying- them,  as  well  as  a  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  real-estate  values, 
and  being  a  thorough  man  of  affairs,  alert, 
painstaking,  efiicient  and  successful,  he  is 
especially  well  equipped  for  the  performance 
of  the  exacting  duties  which  devolve  upon 
him,  and  in  every  relation  of  life,  private  or 
oificial,  he  acquits  himself  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  win  the  approbation  not  only  of  persons 
most  intimately  concerned  btit  of  the  general 
public  as  well. 

September  7,  1880,  Mr.  Banta  married 
Miss  Georgia  T.  Deacon,  a  daughter  vi  F. 
H.  Deacon,  a  well  known  ciitzen  of  Andrew 
county,  and  has  two  children,  named  Myrtle 
and  Walter  Abraham.  He  is  an  active  and 
influential  Democrat,  deeplj-  interested  in 
the  success  of  of  his  part\-. 


JOSEPH  SKIDMORE. 

This  honored  and  highly  respected  far- 
mier  residing  in  Nodaway  county,  ^Missouri, 
near  the  town  of  Guilford,  was  born  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Kentucky,  February  28,  1841. 
He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Car- 
men) Skidmore,  who  were  married  in  Ken- 
tucky. Joseph  Skidmore,  the  father  of  Dan- 
iel, and  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  who  moved  to  Kentucky 
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earlv  in  lite.  At  tliat  time  the  Indians  were 
vei'}-  liostile  and  he  was  oliliged  to  carry  his 
gun  with  him  at  all  times  of  day  and  while 
a:  work  in  the  iields.  He  served  in  the  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
l^resent  at  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Kentucky.  His'  chil- 
dren were :  James,  who  died  in  North  Car- 
olina; Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Parmelia,  who  was  twice  married,  first 
to  J\Ir.  Rennolds  and  secondly  to  Mr.  Elling- 
ton. She  spent  her  last  days  with  her  father. 
Daniel  Skidmore  was  reared  among  the 
pioneers  of  Kentucky,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage became  a  farmer  and'  slave-owner.  In 
the  fall  of  i860,  he  sold  his  farm  and  negroes' 
and  moved  to  ^Missouri,  where  he  bought  a 
large  farm  near  Guilford  and  whei'e  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  March  9, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He 
was  a  true  southern  gentleman,  hospitable 
and  charitable,  always  ready  to  assist  any 
who  were  in  need.  He  was  a  conscientious 
farmer  and  was'  very  successful.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Carmen,  a  daughter  of  John 
Carmen,  of  North  Carolina  and  an  early  set- 
tler of  Kentucky.  He  was  a  prominent  far- 
mer but  never  owned  slaves.  He  lived  to  be 
one  hundred  and  two  years  of  age,  after 
having  gone  through  the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  also  serving  in  the  Civil  war. 
His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of 
our  subject;  Isham,  who  died  on  the  old 
liomestead  in  Kentucky;  and  Benjamin,  of 
Springfield',  Illinois.  The  family  were  Pres- 
byterians. Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Carmen) 
Skidmore  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Mary  A.,  deceased;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  F.  M.  \\'a]]s:  Josei)h,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Sarah  J.,  the  wife  of  A. 
Floyd.  By  his  second  wife,  who  was  a  Miss 
Calwell,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Skidmore  had  one 


son,  by  name  Hugh.  Religiously  the  family 
were  memljers  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Joseph  Skidmore  received  his  education 
hi  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place. 
He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  entered  the 
slate  militia.  He  served  until  1863,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-third  Regiment,  Mis- 
souri Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  western  department,  and  did 
service  in  Missouri  at  the  battle  of  Glasgow. 
The  regiment  was  captured,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  companies,  the  company  in 
which  Mr.  Skidmore  served,  escaping.  Four 
of  the  companies  were  stationed  at  St.  Jo- 
speh,  where  they  had  charge  of  a  military 
prison,  and  later  were  sent  to  Lexington  and 
St.  Louis.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they 
were  mustered  out,  and  Mr.  Skidmore  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge. 

In  1869  Mr.  Skidmore  settled  on  the  old 
hoinestead,  where  he  was  occupied  with 
general  farming.  He  bought  a  farm  of 
Judge  Shelton,  which  he  impro\ed  in  gen- 
eral. He  has  two  hundred  acres,  on  which 
he  lives,  besides  another  farm  of  the  same  ex- 
tent. During  1879-S0  he  was  the  tax  col- 
lector for  Nodaway  county,  this  t)ffice  be- 
ing given  him  without  his  solicitation.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics, being  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  Skidmore  married  Mary  A. 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Buchanan  coun- 
ty. [Missouri,  in  1847,  ^  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Letitia  ( Lowry)  Thompson.  Joseph 
Thompson  was  a  Tennessee  farmer,  who  in 
i860  located  in  Xodaway  county,  where  he 
li\-ed  tlie  remainder  nf  his  life,  an  honest, 
well-to-do  farmer.  He  was  a' Democrat  in 
piilitics.  The  children  born  to  this  cnupic 
were:  William;  Mary,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Alexander;  Jnhn;  Joseph;  Jacob;  Cor- 
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i;elius;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W. 
Cleaves;  and  Emeline,  the  wife  of  J.  Hahn. 
IMr.  and  Mrs.  Skidmore  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely  :  Charles ;  Daniel ;  John ; 
Joseph  ;  Lawrence ;  James ;  Florence ;  Gro- 
ver  and  Jacob.  Mrs.  Skidmore  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Skidmore  is 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge,  having 
filled  all  offices  in  that  lodge.  He  has  many 
friends  thn_iughi.>ut  the  county. 


JOHN  E.  SPURLOCK. 

Men  of  strong  determination  may  go 
down  temporarily  in  the  world'b  great  bat- 
tle, apparently  meeting  defeat ;  yet  they  will 
never  give  up  the  fight  and  are  certain  to 
overcome  all  obstacles  and  win  the  victory 
sooner  or  later.  Of  such  a  class  Mr.  Spur- 
lock  is  a  representative.  He  is  to-day  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Rock- 
port,  Atchison  county.  He  owes  his  position 
entirely  to  his  own  well  directed  efforts',  for 
he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  possess- 
ing only  a  laudable  ambition  and  resolute 
will  wherewith  to  work  his  way  upward. 

The  Spurlocks  are  of  an  old  Virginian 
family  that  was  planted  on  American  soil  in 
Wayne  county  of  that  state.  Wesley  Spur- 
lock,  the  father  of  uur  subject,  was  born  in 
that  county  in  1813,  and  like  his  father,  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  After 
arriving  at  adult  age  he  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Eooton,  whose  father  was  Circle  Booton,  a 
Virginia  farmer.  Their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  Wayne  county  and  about  1840  they 
made  their  way  to  the  prairies  of  Iowa,  be- 
coming residents  of  \\'apello  county,  where 
John  E.  Spurlock,  their  sixth  child  was  born. 
The  other  surviving  members  of  the  family 
are :  Burwell,  who  is  now  living  in  York,  Ne- 
braska; Xancy.  of  Xebraska  City;  Stephen, 


who  makes  his  home  in  Michigan ;  W.  H.  H., 
of  Sidney,  Iowa;  I\lary,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Gillman,  of  Falls  City,  Xebraska;  John  E. ; 
Wesley  W.,  a  resident  of  Salem,  Xebraska; 
and  Irene,  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Sherfly,  of  Xe- 
braska City.  The  father  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  was  reared'  to  farm  life. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  \vas  a  resident 
of  Nebraska  and  became  a  strong  Union 
sympathizer.  His  jwlitical  support  was 
given  to  the  Republican  part)-,  and  in  relig- 
ious sentiment  he  was  a  Methodist.  His 
last  years  were  passed  in  Xebraska  City  and 
he  died  in  1893.  His  wife  is  still  living,  her 
home  being  spent  in  Xebraska  City. 

John  E.  Spurlock  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  west,  residing  in 
Iowa  and'  X'ebraska,  as  his  parents  removed 
from  one  place  to  another.  About  1854  he 
became  a  resident  of  Cass  county,  in  the  lat- 
ter state,  and  afterward  located  in  Xebraska 
City.  During  his  early  boyhood  he  attended 
the  district  schools  and  in  his  youth  he  began 
learning  the  harness-maker's  trade  in  Xe- 
braska City,  afterward  following  that  pur- 
suit in  Hamburg,  Iowa,  in  1868-9.  Believ- 
irig  that  he  might  better  his  condition  by  a 
change  of  business,  in  the  latter  year  he  ac- 
cepted a  clerkship  in  the  drug  house  of  Har- 
ris &  Mann,  at  Hamburg.  In  1871  he  came 
to  Rockport,  where  he  entered'  into  business 
as  the  proprietor  of  a  drug  store,  which  he 
has  since  conducted,  maintaining  one  of  the 
leading  establishments  in  his  line  in  Atchi- 
son county.  He  carries  a  large  and  well  se- 
lected stock  and  is  now  enjoying  a  liberal 
patronage. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  1873,  Mr.  Spur- 
lock was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Pherson. 
Her  father,  John  Plierson,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  removing  to 
that  state  from  Illinois.     By  occupation  he 
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■was  a  miller.  He  became  the  father  of  three 
children,  including  Mrs.  Spurlock,  who  was 
born  in  Topeka,  September  .20,  1855.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Nannie  and  Lorenzo,  the  for- 
mer born  in  1876  and  the  latter  in  1879. 
Mr.  Spurlock  is  identified'  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  exercises 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party  and 
has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  political  af- 
fairs. In  1880  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
1j\^  the  Republicans  as  the  county  treasurer 
and  after  filling  that  position  for  two  years, 
lie  retired  from  office  as  he  had  entered  it, — 
with  the  confidence  and  goocV  will  of  all  con- 
cerned'. 


WILLIA^I  W.  HUDGENS. 

The  compounding  of  medicines  and'  the 
<lispensing  of  drugs  and  chemicals  is  one  of 
the  most  hazardous,  consequently  one  of 
the  most  important,  business  enterprises  that 
<lepends  upon  public  patronage  for  its  per- 
petuation. It  is  a  business  that  comes  into 
direct  contact  with  the  health  of  the  citizens 
and  may  either  restore  or  impair  conditions 
of  the  system  and  destroy  the  physical  consti- 
tution beyond  hope  of  restoration.  It  there- 
fore requires  a  special  preparation  of  pro- 
iession  instruction  or  experience  to  efticient- 
I3'  conduct  the  business;  and  to  insure  this 
and  to  protect  the  public  health,  states  have 
enacted  laws'  governing  the  practice  of  phar- 
niacy.  The  greatest  efficiency  in  any  branch 
of  l)usiness  arises  from  actual  practice  in  it, 
and  in  no  line  is  this  more  true  thrm  the  prac- 
tice of  pharmacy.  More  than  thirty  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  senior  member  of  the 
drug  firm  of  Hudgens  &  Shar)-,  of  Rock- 
l^ort,  became  actively  identified  with  the  bus- 


iness, and  the  first  ten  years'  of  that  time 
were  spent  in  preparation.  He  is  to-day  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  Rockport  and  is 
at  the  head  of  an  enterprise  which  brings  to 
him  an  excellent  financial  return. 

William  W.  Hud'gens  was  born  in  Shel- 
by county,  Kentucky,  July  5,  1855.  His 
parents,  James  W.  and  Lucinda  (Roberts) 
Hudgens,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  They  were  married  in 
the  latter  state  and  on  their  removal  to  Mis- 
souri located  in  Andrew  county.  Subse- 
quently they  resided  in  Holt  county  and  at 
Iowa  Point,  Kansas.  In  1862  the  father 
crossed  the  plains  to  Denver,  Colorado, 
passing  a  year  in  the  capital  city  and  going 
thence  to  Virginia  City,  Montana,  where  he 
remained'  for  three  years.  In  1866  he  re- 
turned to  St.  Joseph,  ^Missouri,  Imt  spent  his' 
last  days  in  Leavenworth,  Kan'sas. 

Mr.  Hudgens  of  this  review  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof  and  in  his  boyhood 
served  as  page  in  the  Montana  legislature. 
After  his  return  from  the  mountains  to  Mis- 
souri he  took  up  the  study  of  telegrai)liy  in 
an  office  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  Railroad  Company,  and  became  pro- 
ficient as  an  operator.  He  secured  a  position 
in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Joseph  &  Council 
Bluffs  Railroad  Company,  remaining  in  their 
service  until  1869,  when  he  entered  the  drug 
trade,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  drug  firm 
of  Penick  &  Loving.  For  five  years  he  re- 
mained with  that  house ;  next  he  spent  three 
years  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  Samuel  I. 
Smith  &  Company,  wholesale  druggists,  of 
St.  Joseph;  from  1877  until  May,  1879,  he 
filled  a  similar  position  in  the  service  of 
Sommers,  Lynds  &  Company,  of  Ouincy, 
Illinois;  and  in  1879  he  laid  aside  his  sample 
cases  to  assume  the  management  of  a  busi- 
ness which  he  had  purchased  in  Rockport. 
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In  this,  from  1878  until  1879,  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Dr.  McMichael,  and  in  1886 
the  firm  of  Hudgens  &  Shary  was  estabHshed, 
J.  H.  Shary  being  admitted  to  an  interest  in 
tiie  business.  They  carry  a  well  selected 
stock  of  goods  and  the  enterprise  is'  one 
which  has  brought  to  them  an  excellent 
financial  return. 

Mr.   Hudgens   was   married   August   6, 

1 881.  to  Alice  M.  Shelters,  a  daughter  of 
John  L.  Shelters,  of  Monroe  county.  New 
York.  Mrs.  Hudgens  was  l)orn  in  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  in  1861,  and  died  in  May, 

1882.  Their  only  child  is  James  \\'.  Hud- 
gens, a  student  in  Christian  College,  St.  Jo- 
seph. In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hud- 
gens is  a  Democrat,  but  has  had  neither  time 
nor  inclination  for  public  office.  His  atten- 
tion for  thirty  years  has  been  given  to  the 
drug  business,  and  his  excellent  preparation, 
his  accurate  knowledge,  his  earnest  desire 
to  please  his  patrons,  his  reasonable  prices 
and  his  courteous  treatment  have  secured  to 
him  a  liberal  patronage  and  tiiereby  he  has 
become  the  possessor  of  a  very  comfortable 
competence. 


STEPHEN  G.  HENDERSON. 

A  well  known  representati\e  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Nodaway  county, 
Stephen  ('•.  Henderson  has  successfully  fol- 
lowed farming  in  northwestern  iMissouri  for 
twenty  years,  and  his  prosperity  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  well  directed  efforts.  He  was 
born  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  October  6, 
1845,  representing  one  of  the  prominent  and 
substantial  families  of  that  community.  His 
father,  Silas  Henderson,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  there  and  l)ecame  a  leadine  citi- 
zen and'  a  wealthy  man.  The  Hendersons 
are  of  Scotch  lineage  and  the  ancestrv  can 


be  traced  back  in  a  direct  line  to  Edward 
Henderson,  who  was  born  in  1735.  probably 
in  Virginia.  He  reared  a  large  number  of 
sons  and  daughters,  one  of  the  family  he'mg 
David  Henderson,  who  was  born  August 
13,  1770,  and  became  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  He  was  a  man  of  pronounced 
views,  of  strong  mentality  and' excellent  ecKi- 
cation.  He  was  a  student  at  West  Point  Mil- 
itary Academy  with  Andrew  Jackson,  messed 
with  him  and  slept  with  him,  and  served  as 
one  of  his  staff  officers  during  the  war  of 
1812,  including  service  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  In  that  engagement,  which  was 
the  last  of  the  war,  a  British  bullet  was  em- 
bedded in  the  under  side  of  his  leg  near  the 
knee.  He  carried  that  bullet  until  his  death, 
which  was'  occasioned  by  the  wound.  The 
friendship  between  ]Mr.  Henderson  and  f  jen- 
eral  Jackson  continued  from  their  days  of 
school  life  and  they  agreed  on  almost  every- 
thing except  politics,  ^^']^ile  the  general 
took  strong  grounds  in  fa\or  of  the  Democ- 
racy, Mr.  Henderson  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Whigs,  and  was  elected  a  circuit  judge  in 
liis  native  state. 

He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Cano.  who 
was  five  years  his  junior,  and  in  the  '20s  they 
left  their  Virginia  home  and  the  friends  they 
had  known  in  that  locality,  removing  with 
their  family  to  Ohio.  They  located  in  (ireene 
county,  but  some  time  afterward  Mr.  Hen- 
derson decided  to  return  to  his  old  home 
for  the  puq)ose  of  disposing  of  his  property 
and  settling  up  his  affairs  preparatory  to  lo- 
cating permanently  in  the  west.  .\s  there 
were  no  railroads  he  made  the  trip  on  horse- 
back, which  was  the  general  mode  of  tra\el, 
and  the  riding,  which  occasioned  a  ru])l)ing 
of  his  wounded'  leg  against  the  horse,  created 
an  irritation  from  which  inflammation  set 
in  ;ind  caused  his  death  a  few  davs  after  his 
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journey  was  completed.  His  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  l)urying-ground, 
about  twenty  miles  from  Winchester,  Vir- 
ginia. He  had  a  large  number  of  children, 
and  his  descendants,  now  very  numerous, 
are  scattered  throughout  Ohio  and  Illinois, 
where  many  of  them  have  become  success- 
ful men  and  representative  citizens  of  their 
respective  communities. 

Silas  Henderson,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Virginia,  January  4,  1815, 
and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  wid- 
owed mother  settled  on  the  frontier  in  Illi- 
nois, among  the  Indians.  He  possessed  a 
natural  curiosity,  together  with  an  adven- 
turous spirit,  which  pnmipted  him  t(i  spend 
much  time  with  the  red  men,  and  he  thus 
acquired  tlieir  language.  This  knowledge 
afterward  proved  of  valuable  aid  to  the  gov- 
ernment, for  which  he  acted  as  an  interpreter 
in  arranging  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  after 
the  Blackhawk  war.  During  the  early  part 
of  his  business  career  he  followed  the  trades 
of  millwright  and  carpenter,  but  as  the  coun- 
try became  more  thickly  settled  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming.  He  was  very  system- 
atic in  all  his  employment  and  was  of  an  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  nature,  and  through 
the  exercise  of  those  qualities  he  accumu- 
lated a  fine  estate.  He  believed  that  a  man 
could  not  successfully  carry  on  business  and 
engage  in  politics  as  an  office-holder,  and 
thu.-,  he  was  never  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors. 

He  married'  Miss  Sarah  Gorham,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Stephen  Gorhani,  her 
father  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  reared 
in  the  Empire  state,  and  in  early  life  went  to 
sea,  becoming  the  master  of  a  trading  vessel 
and  a  regular  liner  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool.  He  afterward  .spent  nine  years 
in  command  of  a  whaling  vessel  in  the  Arc- 


tic waters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  had 
eight  children :  Francis  M.,  a  resident  of 
Morgan  county,  Illinois ;  Adaline,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Alderson ;  Lucretia,  who  married 
George  Renchler,  of  Morgan  county;  Ste- 
phen G. ;  Emma  E.,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Scovil, 
of  Ringgold  county.  Iowa  ;  Ellen,  tlie  wife  of 
Phrenix  G.  Brown,  of  Xodaway  county, 
]\lissouri ;  Charles  G.,  who  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising farmers  near  Hopkins ;  anil 
Phoebe,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Craig,  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  There  was  one  son, 
Allen  H.  Henderson,  by  the  second  marriage. 
The  father  died  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois, 
August  17,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years. 

Stephen  G.  Henderson  was  reared  to  the 
work  of  the  farm.  He  was  enabled  to  ac- 
quire a  good  practical  education  through  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools,  through  ex- 
perience and  observation,  so  that  when  he 
had  attained  his  majority  he  was  well  e(|uip- 
ped  for  the  responsiljilities  of  a  business  life. 
During  the  exciting  days  of  the  preparation 
for  war,  and  while  the  conflict  was  l)eing 
waged,  his  sx'mpathies  were  with  the  L'nion. 
He  did  not  enlist,  Init  rendered  effective  ser- 
vice to  the  government  in  a  quiet  way  on 
more  than  one  occasion.  His  father  had 
served  in  the  war  of  Mexico,  as  a  fife  major, 
and  this  fact  partially  accounts  for  the  son's 
connection  with  the  musical  equipment  of  the 
Illinois  troops.  His  instrument  was  the 
drum  and  he  drilled  the  corps  and  went  into 
the  field  with  the  troops  where  the  hostilities 
occurred. 

When  the  rebellion  in  the  south  was  sup- 
pressed and  the  men  throughout  the  country 
resumed  the  duties  of  civil  life,  Mr.  Hender- 
son learned  the  painter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  seven  years.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  abandoned  the  brush 
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aiid  now  for  thirty  years  lie  has  carried  on 
farming.  In  1880  he  was  induced  to  come 
tc  Nodaway  county,  where  land  was  cheaper 
and  the  opportunities  were  greater  for  men 
witl:  small  capital.  He  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  5,  Hopkins  township,  which  he  im- 
proved and  owned  for  almost  two  decades. 
Recently,  however,  he  has  sold  this  and  pur- 
chased land  nearer  the  cit^. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  married,  in  \^an  Bu- 
rcn  county.  Iowa,  February  18,  1868,  to 
Mary  L.,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Stephens,  for- 
merly of  Morgan  county,  Illinois.  They 
liave  one  child,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam White,  of  Hopkins  township,  Nodaway 
county,  and  who  has  three  children :  May, 
Clifford  and  Etta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hender- 
son reside  upon  their  fine  farm  near  Hop- 
kins, where  they  have  a  valuable  tract  of  land 
impro\ed  with  all  modern  accessories'  and 
conveniences,  its  neat,  thrifty  appearance  in- 
dicating to  the  passer-by  the  careful  super- 
vision of  the  owner.  Persistency  of  pur- 
pose more  than  any  other  one  element  enters 
into  success,  and  it  is  this  that  has  enabled 
Mr.  Henderson  tn  work  his  wa}'  steadily 
ui)ward  tn  a  position  of  atlluence,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  has  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  men  b}-  reason  oi  his 
fidelity  to  h(_)ni_iral:)le  business  princijiles. 


LF.X.XOX  H.  }>kO)MMOX. 

This  well  known  citizen  of  .\tcliison 
township,  Xodaway  county,  Missouri,  who 
is  now  practically  lixing  a  retired  life,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  count}',  I'ennsxhania,  in 
November,  1833,  a  son  of  James  and  Nan- 
cy Ann  (Corman)  McCommon,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  farming  people.  The 
father  died  when  our  subject  was  only  eleven 


years  old  and  the  mother  departed  this  life 
six  years  later.  They  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living. 

On  starting"  out  in  life  for  himself  Air. 
McCcimmon  worked  for  his  board  and 
clothes  from  the  age  of  eleven  to  sixteen 
years,  and  then  was  employed  by  the  day 
and  month  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
In  December,  1854,  he  went  to  Illinois  and 
located  near  Monmouth,  where  in  the  fall  of 
1863  he  bought  his  first  farm.  There  lie  was' 
married,  October  8,  1857,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Ann  Creswell,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Deborah  (Mages)  Creswell. 
They  also  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  in  early 
life  the  mother  liad  the  reputation  of  being 
the  prettiest  girl  in  the  central  part  of  the 
state.  There  .She  died,  leaving  fi\e  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  McCommon  is  the  only  sui- 
vi\'or.  For  his  second  wife  Air.  AlcConi- 
mon  married  a  most  noble  woman.  He 
died  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  Mrs.  McCommon's 
paternal  grandparents  were  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Creightonj  Creswell,  early  .settlers 
of  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCommon  have  one 
daughter,  Alary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Marion 
Curry  and  the  mother  of  five  children.  After 
their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Henderson  county,  Illi- 
nois, until  1882,  which  year  witnessed  their 
arrival  in  Missouri,  They  first  located  near 
Quitman,  X'odaway  county,  where  they  made 
their  "home  until  the  spring  of  1899,  when 
Mr.  McCommon  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  .Atchison  township,  about  three  miles 
north  of  Clearmcjnt.  I'hroughout  his  active 
busines  life  he  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  now  rents  his  farm  and 
is  practically  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  former  toil.     In  connection  with 
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general  farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing, and  still  owns'  some  fine  horses. 

Politically  Mr.  McCommon  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  James  Bnchanan,  in  1856.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Christian  church,  though 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church,  and  they  are  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  ha\-e  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance. 


WILLIAAI  CHAMBERS. 

This  prominent  and  well  known  farmer 
of  Xodaway  county  is  a  descendant  of  Erin's 
green  isle,  being  born  in  county  Armagh, 
July  19,  1844.  He  was  a  son  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Ballance)  Chamlaers,  both  nati\'es 
of  that  county.  James  Chambers  died 
when  iiur  subject  was  a  small  boy,  and 
his  wife  kept  the  family  together  until  they 
were  grown.  James  has  a  sister  living  in 
New  York  state. 

^Ir.  Chambers,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch, 
came  to  America  in  1868,  and  spent  a  few 
years  in  Philadelphia  and  the  eastern  states, 
where  he  followetl  his  trade,  that  of  weaver. 
He  then  worked  in  a  blast  furnace  for  a 
time,  and  in  1873  returned'  to  Irelantl.  where 
he  married;  and  after  remaining  there  one 
year,  he  returned  to  America,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  work,  in  a  packing-house  in  Des 
]\Ioines.  low  a.  After  sa\'ing  money  enough 
he  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  held 
a  like  position  for  two  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Ottumwa.  Iowa.  He  was  a  great  favorite 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  packing  house 
there,  who  took  him  tu  Sioux  City,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  same  business.  In  1884 
Mr.  Chamljers  moved  to  Nodaway  county, 
wdiere  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  poorly  improved  land.     He  remod- 


eled the  house  and  set  to  work  with  a  will 
and  determination  to  succeed.  There  he 
carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  by 
hard  work  and  perseverance  has  made  a  suc- 
cess of  farming. 

jMr.  Chambers  married  Lucind'a  Jeft'ress, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1848'.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  .\nna  (Wilson)  Jef- 
fress.  both  natives  of  Ireland.  They  were 
Presbyterians.  Their  children  were  David, 
Sarah,  Thomas,  James,  Samuel,  Isaac,  -Vnn, 
Lucinda,  Margaret,  Elizabeth  and  John.  Mr. 
Chambers  and  his  w-ife  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely :  Elizabeth,  born  September 
21,  1877;  Margaret,  June  6,  1880;  Lucinda, 
December  28,  1882;  William,  October  7, 
1884;  George,  January  17,  1887;  and  Sam- 
uel, February  18,  189 1.  The  family  attend 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Chambers  was 
a  Republican  until  1896,  when  he  voted'  for 
Brvan.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  faithful 
workers,  and  have  deserved  the  success  which 
attended   them. 


JOHN  WORKMAX. 

Peculiar  interest  attaclies  to  the  life  of  the 
pioneer.  He  is  the  link  that  binds  the  old 
order  of  things  and  the  new  together.  He 
has  been  a  factor  in  development  and  mater- 
ial progress  and  is  a  living  witness  of  the 
steps  that  have  led  from  the  primitive  condi- 
tions to  those  of  the  present  day.  Nodaway 
county  duly  honors  its  surviving  pioneers 
and  none  more  sincerely  and  heartily  than 
the  \-cnerablc  and  vigorous  citizen  whose 
familiar  name  constitutes  the  title  of  this 
sketch. 

John  Workman,  of  Xodaway  township, 
Nodaway  county,  ^Missouri  (postoftice  ad- 
dress', Pickering),  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county  and  in  all  its  history  one  of  its  prom- 
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inent  citizens,  was  born  in  North  Carolina. 
December  12,  181 5,  a  son  of  Philip  Work- 
man, and  is  descended  from  German  stock, 
his  grandfather,  born  in  the  fatherland,  hav- 
ing located  early  in  the  state  mentioned.  One 
of  the  name  and  family  saw  service  in  behalf 
of  the  colonies  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
John  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and 
early  put  at  full  work  on  the  farm  and  made 
acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  its  success- 
ful operation.  He  was  married  September 
21,  1834.  when  not  yet  twenty  years  old', 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  ]\b:>tley.  born  in  Xorth 
Carolina,  of  one  of  the  good  old  families. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  emigrated  to  Lee  county,  ^'irginia. 
Later  they  went  to  Monroe  county,  Indiana, 
whence  they  removed  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  in  1859.  They  made  the  journey 
with  teams,  Mr.  Workman  bringing  his  wife 
and  children,  sexeral  negroes,  horses,  cattle 
and  other  stock  and  such  portable  personal 
property  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the 
establishment  of  a  pioneer  home  in  a  new 
country.  They  located  on  the  farm  where 
Mr.  \\'orkman  now  lives  and  which  has  come 
to  be  known  as  the  John  Workman  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Workman,  w  Im  was  a  model 
wife  and  mother  and  a  kind  and  charitable 
neighljdr,  lived  to  the  old  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  and  was  then  called  home  to  receive 
the  reward  of  a  life  well  spent.  Her  most 
distinguishing  characteristics  were  frugality, 
kindness  of  heart  and  a  genial  goodness,  the 
manifestations  of  an  unselfish  love  for  hu- 
manity, which  caused  her  to  be  beloved  by 
all  will  I  knew  her.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church.  She  became  the  mother 
of  several  children,  most  of  whom  she  reared 
to  useful  manhood  and  womanhood:  Will- 
iam, of  Xodaway  township,  Xodaway  coun- 
ty, whose  biographical  sketch  is  gi\'en  in  this 


work;  John,  of  Bates  county,  Missouri;  Da- 
vid, of  Xodaway  county;  James,  of  Noda- 
way township;  Francis,  of  Nodaway  county; 
Joseph,  of  Nodaway  township;  Nancy,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Oliphant  and  died  in  Lidiana, 
leaving  two  children, — Sarah  Alontague  and' 
Parthenia  (Mrs.  Grififin),  who  is  a  member 
of  the  household  of  her  grandfather;  'SI'av- 
garet,  who  married  John  Burch  and  died  in 
Nodaway  township,  leaving  three  children; 
Celia,  who  married  a  Mr.  Carmichael,  of 
Union  townsliip,  and  died  lea\ing  ten 
children. 

Mr.  Workman's  farm  comprises  twelve 
hundred  acres  well  improved,  well  eciuipped 
and  well  cultivated,  embracing  every  kind  of 
land  necessary  to  sucessful  farming  and' 
stock-raising.  During  all  his  life  in  Xoda- 
way county  since  the  ])ioneer  days,  he  has; 
been  a  leader  in  ])rogressive  enterprises.  .\ 
strong  and  unswerving  Democrat,  he  has 
alwa\'s  adhered  to  the  faith  of  his  party  and 
reared  his  sons  in  it.  He  has  now  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  but  is 
well  preserved,  hale  and' hearty,  and  seeming- 
ly has  a  reasonable  e.xpectation  of  a  goodly 
period  of  future  usefulness.  He  inherited 
a  good  constitution  and  has  seldom  been  ill, 
and  was  in  his  prime  a  very  strong  and  ac- 
tive man.  His  disposition  is  genial,  friend- 
1\-.  and  hospitable,  and  his  sunny  tempera- 
ment has  doubtless  done  much  to  enable  him 
to  withstand  so  well  the  inroads  of  advanc- 


mo'  vears. 


THEODORE  L.  GOFF. 

This  prominent  and  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  .Xodaway  county  is  a 
native  of  Menard  county,  Illinois,  and  was 
born  Xovember  _'i,  1847.  He  was  a  son  of 
William  and   Marv   (Westfall)   Gofif.     The 
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mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New 
\ork  state,  and  was  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch 
extraction.  Her  father  died  in  New  York, 
after  whicli  her  mother  re-marriecl  and 
nioved  to  Iowa,  and  later  to  Illinois.  She 
was  one  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
Frederick,  Daniel,  Nancy  and  Jane. 

William  Goff,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  at  the  age  of 
four  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Illinois. 
Soon  after  reaching  that  state  his  father  died, 
leax'ing  his  wife  with  a  small  piece  of  land, 
and  no  money.  By  hard  work,  oftentimes 
out  of  doors  in  the  field,  she  managed'  to 
earn  enough  to  maintain  her  small  family, 
and  when  her  sons  were  old  emaigh  they 
assisted  her  in  the  farm  work.  He  remained 
at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Mary  West- 
fall,  at  which  time  he  started  out  with  noth- 
ing but  willing  hands  to  aid  him.  He  was 
a  hard-worker,  careful  manager  and  good 
financier,  and  after  accumulating  enough 
money  he  bought  a  farm,  where  he  carried 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Po- 
litically he  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and 
while  he  never  aspired  to  office  he  was  a 
conscientious  and  energetic  worker  in  that 
party,  and  his  influence  was  great  in  the 
county.  He  is  now  seventy-eight  years  old, 
and  while  not  in  actixe  life  he  manages  to 
keep  up  with  the  times,  and  is  an  honored 
and  respected  citizen  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  ihe 
Missionary  Baptist  church.  His  children 
are:  Theodore  L.,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch; 
Percy,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Noda way- 
county  ;Mrs.  Louisa  B.  Cantrell.  residing  in 
Illinois;  Leonard,  who  lives  in  Illinois;  Fred, 
who  is  farming  on  the  homestead;  Murrah, 
of  Denver,  Colorado;  j\lrs.  Fry,  of  Te.xas; 
and  Delia,  now  Mrs.  McNeal. 

Theodore  L.  Gnff,  wlmse  name  appears 


at  the  opening  of  this  personal  sketch,  re- 
mained at  his  paternal  home  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as'  a  farm  hand.  In  1872  he  mo\-ed 
to  Missouri  and  leased'  some  land,  on  which 
he  followed  farming  for  three  years.  He 
then  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  time  payment,  but  the  grasshoppers 
ruined  his  crops  that  year  and  he  was  obliged 
to  give  up  the  place,  losing  all  that  he  had 
put  into  it.  His  next  farm  was  one  nf 
forty  acres,  which  he  afterward  sold  U>  a 
church  for  the  parsonage.  He  then  l^onght 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  later  eighty  acres 
more,  on  which  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  six  years.  This  land 
he  exchanged  for  a  place  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  now  lives  and 
which  is  one  of  the  best  kept  farms  in  the 
state.  Here  he  has  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  with  great  success,  and 
is  known  throughout  the  county  as  an  au- 
thority on  agricultural  matters. 

Mr.  Goff  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Eliza  Frick,  in  1875.  She  was  born  in  Indi- 
ana, in  1852,  a  daughter  of  John  Frick.  He 
located  in  Missouri  in  i860,  where  he  is  nt)W 
living  on  his  farm.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  politically  is  a  Repuli- 
lican.  His  children  are  as  follows:  Eman- 
uel, of  Hopkins,  Missouri;  Sarah,  at  home; 
Susan,  now  Mrs.  Gentry;  Isaac,  of  Kansas; 
Joseph,  at  home;  Jacob,  who  lives  in  the 
west;  and  Eliza,  the  mother  of  our  subject. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  sons, 
— Frederick  \\'illiam.  and  Emmet  C., — both 
living  at  home.  ^Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Goff  are 
raising  an  orphan  child,  Susie  Rine,  of  New 
York  state.  She  is  now  ten  years  of  age 
and  is  attending  school.  In  his  political 
principles  ]^Ir.  Goft'  is  in  s_\mpathy  with  the 
Democratic  party. 
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WILLIAM  BARRY. 

\\'illiara  Barry,  the  owner  of  the  Barry 
farm  in  Green  township,  Xodaway  county, 
is  a  member  of  one  of  tlie  pioneer  families 
of  this'  county.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  farmers  in  the  county,  and  is  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity.  He  was  born  in  Polo, 
Ogle  county,  Illinois,  May  i8,  1862,  a  son 
of  ^liciiael  and'  Margaret  (Vaughn)  Barry. 

?klichael  Barry  was  born  in  county  Clare, 
Ireland,  and  when  a  boy  of  sixteen  came  to 
America,  settling  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois. 
He  received  his  education  in  Ireland  and  in 
Illinois,  and  learned  to  be  a  farmer.  He 
married  Margaret  Vaughn,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  came  with  her  father,  Dr. 
James  Vaughn,  to  Canada,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated.  The  Barry  family 
mo\ed  to  Missouri  in  1866,  and  Mr.  Barry 
was  well  known  as  a  contractor  of  railroads, 
helping  to  build  many  prominent  roads  in 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  Kan- 
sas and  Dakota.  He  in\ested  his  money  in 
a  farm,  buying  the  Charles  Rogers  place, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  liad  arrived  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine,  in  March,  1899.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican and'  a  firm  suporter  of  the  Catholic 
church,  in  which  his  wife  and  family  were 
reared.  Their  children  were :  William, 
our  subject:  Ellen,  of  l'uel)lo,  Colorado ; 
May  Flynn,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Julia; 
Maggie;  Kate,  of  Puel)lo,  Colorado;  and 
two  children  deceased,  John  and  Honore, 
who  both  died  at  the  age  of  t\\ent}'-seven. 
l^Irs.  Barry  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years. 

William  Barry  grew  up  in  Illinois  and' 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  where  he  re- 
ceived an  education,  mostly,  however,  from 
practical   experience   and   observation.     He 


gradually  acquired  a  farm  of  about  three 
lumdred  and  eighty-seven  acres,  all  of  which 
is  highly  cultivated  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county.  It  is  known  as 
the  Barry  farm,  and  there  ^Ir.  Barry  raises 
the  finest  farm  products,  as  well  as  live 
stock.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  and'  is 
content  in  the  thought  of  a  future  spent  in 
comfort. 


JOHN  G.  LAXE. 

Imbued  with  the  typical  progressive 
spirit  of  the  west,  John  G.  Lane  has  become 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Atch- 
ison county,  owning  a  valuable  tract  of  three 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  A  native  of  Iowa, 
he  w'as  born  in  Richmond,  \\'ashington 
county,  on  the  22(1  of  September,  1855,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  W.  Lane,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  that  county.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  son  of  Reynolds 
Lane,  who  remo\-ed  from  the  Buckeye  state 
to  Indiana,  locating  near  Terre  Haute.  In 
that  locality  Henry  W.  Lane  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  a  farm,  and 
when  twenty  years  of  age  he  made  his  way 
to  the  wilds  of  Iowa,  settling  at  Richmond, 
\\'ashington  county.  His  father  also  came 
to  this  state  and  died  in  Madison  county, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  Indiana,  ^^'hen  the  Hawkeye^state 
was  upon  the  wild  western  frontier  Henry 
W.  Lane  liecame  identified  with  its  interests. 
Indians  stalked  in  motley  garb  through  the 
forest  and  deer  and  wolves  were  frecpiently 
killed. 

He  married  Miss  hLliza  (iuinn,  a  lady  of 
intelligence  and  refinement,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  old  southern  families.  She  was  born 
in  Burlington.  Iowa,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Guinn.  a  prominent  resident  and  one 
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of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Hawkeye  state. 
He  died  in  JMontgoiiiery,  Kansas,  at  the  age 
eighty-two,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  At  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war,  "Sir.  Lane,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, responded  to  the  country's  call  for 
troops  and  aided  in  the  preser\atiou  of  the 
Union.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  for  many  years  followed  that  pursuit  in 
Lucas  county,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  In  politics  he 
was  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  socially  he 
v.as  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  At  the  time  when  he  "wore 
the  blue"  on  southern  battlefields  he  sustained 
a  gunshot  wound  which  ultimately  caused 
his  demise.  His  widow  married  E.  T.  Wil- 
lis and  now  resides  in  Wilson  county, 
Kansas. 

John  G.  Lane,  the  only  child  of  his  pa- 
rents, was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm  in 
Iowa  and  from  an  early  age  was  employed  at 
work  in  the  fields,  assisting  in  the  plowing, 
planting  and  harvesting.  The  public  schools 
of  the  neighborhod  afforded  him  his  educa- 
tional privileges,  and  his  boyhood  days  were 
quietly  passed  on  the  home  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  Munford',  a  lady  of  good 
family,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Lucas  county,  Iowa,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Josiah  Munford.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  Hawke_\-e  state,  and 
was  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Ci\-il  war. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  remained  in  Iowa 
until  1882,  when  they  came  to  Atchison 
county,  and  for  five  years  thereafter  our  sub- 
ject cultivated  rented  land.  With  the  cap- 
ital he  had  then  acquired  through  his  in- 
dustry and  energy  he  purchased  a  fine  farm 
in  1887,  the  tract  comprising  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  of  good  land.     His  is 


one  of  the  desirable  and  attractive  farms  of 
the  county,  everything  about  the  place  being 
in  e.xcellent  condition.  A  substantial  resi- 
dence stands  upon  a  natural  building  site 
and  is  surnmnded  Ijy  ornamental  trees. 
There  is  likewise  a  house  for  a  tenant  upon 
the  place,  and  the  facilities  for  raising  stock 
are  ample.  J^Ir.  Lane  now  feeds  about  one 
hundred  head  of  cattle  each  year,  besides  a 
like  number  of  hogs. 

He  has  four  children,  namely :  Tempa, 
the  wife  of  Ed  Flock;  Zella,  Lloyd  and  Rex; 
and  he  has  also  lost  two  children,  who  died 
in  early  life.  jMr.  Lane  gives  his  political 
support  t(j  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  pos- 
sesses a  cordial  nature  that  wins  friends, 
a  social  disposition  that  enables  him  to  keep 
them,  and  as  a  citizen  has  gained  a  reputation 
for  sterling  worth  that  is  indeed  enviable. 


JAMES  M.  McDOXALD. 

James  ^I.  McDonald,  an  old  soldier  of 
the  Civil  war  and  an  early  settler  of  Noda- 
way count}-,  is  a  well  known  and  industrious 
farmer  of  Lincoln  township.  He  was  born 
in  Mason  count}-,  Kentucky,  a  county  famed 
for  its  brave  men,  beautiful  women,  fine 
horses  and  good  servants.  He  was  a  son  of 
Hugh  McDonakl,  who  married  May  Web- 
er, of  Mason  county,  Kentucky.  Hugh 
McDonald  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  1806.  He  died  in  1878,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely: 
William;  Jane;  Sybil;  May,  deceased;  John; 
Nancy;  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Thomas,  deceased.  Mr.  ^IcDonald 
settled  in  Nodaway  county  in  1853. 

James  M.  McDonald,  the  subject  of  this 
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jjersonal  biograpliy,  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  Kentucky,  where  he  received 
his  education  in  the  pubHc  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county.  He  was  married  in  1873  to 
Nancy  Simons,  a  lady  of  advanced'  intelli- 
gence and  of  good  family.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Colby  Simons,  of  DeKalb  coun- 
ty, Missouri.  Mr.  McDonald  and  his  wife 
have  had  several  children,  namely :  May 
Smith,  Hugh  D.,  Charles  Thomas,  James, 
Joseph,  Nelly,  Clarence,  Earl  and  Alma. 
Effie  died  at  the  age  of  tliree  and  one  half 
years. 

\\'illiam,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  who 
served  four  years  in  the  Civil  war,  makes 
his  home  with  Mr.  McDonald.  Mr.  :Mc- 
Donald  has  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  which  is  well  improved.  He 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  zealous  upholder  of 
William  Jennings  Bryan.  He  is  well  known 
in  the  county  where  he  is  respected  by  all 
as  a  good,  loval  citizen. 


JOSEPH  McKXIGHT. 

This  well  known  and  representative  cit- 
izen of  Lincoln  township,  Xodawaj'  county, 
jMissouri,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Eliza  (McKee)  McKnight,  natives 
of  the  north  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  young  and  died  in  Pennsylvania. 
By  ocupation  the  father  was  a  farmer. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  On  leaving 
tlie  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  he  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  at  the  stonemason's  trade  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  followed  the 
same  pursuits  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  and 
gave  some  attention  to  merchandising.  On 
disp(')sing  of  his  interests  there  he  came  to 


Missouri,  thuugh  he  is  still  a  partner  in  a 
store  in  Blanchard,  Iowa.  In  1880  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  unimproved  prairie  land 
in  Xodawa}'  county,  which  he  has  converted 
into  a  well  improved  and  valuable  farm. 
Here  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  also  has  a  tract  of  forty  acres  in  Atch- 
ison county,  all  of  which  has  been  acquired 
through  his  own  exertions,  and  God's  help. 

In  1855  Mr.  IMcKnight  was  married,  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  to  ^liss  Mary  Copeland, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living,  namely.  Samuel 
C.  McKnight,  Joseph  D.  McKnight,  Will- 
iam J.  McKnight,  John  C.  McKnight,  and 
Edward  L.,  the  youngest,  who  is  a  remarka- 
bly bright  and  promising  young  man,  being 
educated  for  the  ministry  at  Allegheny, 
Pennsyivania. 

Some  time  ago  a  cyclone  destroyed  Mr. 
;\JcKnight's  home  and  all  the  farm  l)uikl- 
ings,  causing  a  heavy  loss. 

He  takes  no  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
He  is  a  professing  Christian,  who  believes 
that  Christ  is  the  king  of  the  universe  and 
that  all  nations  should  be  obedient  to 
Him.  as  he  is  "King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of 
Lords."  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
"Covenanter"  church,  and  has  alwa3's  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  support,  and  has  tak- 
en part  in  all  church  work.  He  assisted 
in  building  two  churches  in  Blanchard,  Iowa, 
and'  he  has  tried  to  live  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian life.  His  worthy  wife  is  also  a  member 
of  the  same  ciiurch  and  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian wiiman. 


JAMES  REESE. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1899,  at  his 
home  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  oc- 
curred the  death  of  James  Reese,  who  was 
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for  many  years  one  of  its  honored  and  liighly 
respected  citizens.  He  was  born  on  the  Mo- 
liawk  Flats,  in  Herkimer  count}^,  New  York, 
December  i,  1834,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Evaline  (Beatman)  Reese,  also  natives 
of  that  state,  his  ancestors  having  come  from 
Germany  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk  Valley, 
at  an  early  day,  becoming  prominent  far- 
mers and  dairymen  of  that  region.  Re])- 
resentatives  of  the  family  were  soldiers  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father  of  our 
subject  spent  his  last  days  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Like  his  ancestors,  he  was  a  man  of  sterling 
V\orth  and  strict  integrity,  and  was  a  very 
acti\e  and  influential  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  His  children  were  Eliza  C, 
the  wife  of  Rufus  Smith,  a  Lutheran  minis- 
ter, who  spent  many  years  in  this  county; 
Stephen,  who  died  in  New  York :  Dorothea, 
the  wife  of  R.  Griffin;  Alar}-,  the  wife  of 
M.  Snyder;  and  James,  our  subject. 

James  Reese  was  reared  to  the  honest  toil 
of  a  farmer  and  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  state.  He  remained  at  Itome, 
caring  for  his  parents  until  their  deaths,  and 
b_\'  his  father's  will  came  into  possession  of 
the  old  family  homestead,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  reside  for  a  number  of  years  after  his 
marriage.  iNIeeting  with  success  in  his  farm- 
ing operations,  he  bought  another  place,  but 
in  1870  sold  his  property  in  New  York  and 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Here  he 
purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
wild  prairie  land,  and  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation  at  once  turned  his  attention. 
He  carried  on  stock-raising  in  connection 
with  general  farming,  and  so  successful  was 
he  that  he  was  able  to  add'  to  his  property 
until  he  had  four  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
of  valuable  land  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


As  a  business  man  he  was  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive, and  usually  carried  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  undertook. 
Politically  he  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and 
did  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  party.  At  his  death  he  left  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  to  mourn 
his  loss,  for  he  was  wide  and  favorably 
known. 

In  1855  Mr.  Reese  married  Aliss  Char- 
lotte Gordon,  who  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county.  New  York,  June  16,  1835,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enos  and  Emily  (Simons)  Gordon, 
life-long  residents  of  that  county.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Reuben  Gordon,  wa^ 
born  in  New  York,  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and 
was  a  farmer  b}-  occupation.  He  married 
Miss  Pruella  Scott.  They  had  eight  chil- 
,dren,  namely :  Griffin,  Ezra,  Pulla,  .\nua, 
Betsy,  Enos,  William  and  Obid.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Benjamin  Simons,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  was  a  dairyman  of 
New  York.  He  married  Miss  Fannie  Beck- 
with,  of  Connecticut,  Their  famil)^  com- 
prised six  children,  namely  :  Lydia,  Emily, 
Catherine,  Lucy  A.,  Hubbard  and  Clarissa. 
Mrs.  Reese's  parents  were  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  which  her  father  served  as  a  deacon  for 
many  years.  Their  children  were:  Lydia, 
Charlotte,  Jane,  Caroline  and  Gilbert. 

Of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roe^e 
we  note :  Lawson  J.  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  November  26,  185C,  and  died 
in  Colorado,  December  13,  1896.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Jones',  of  Iowa,  ana'  left  a 
wife  and  four  children.  .Mice  died  in  in- 
fancy. Charles,  a  farmer,  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  county,  February  2,  1862,  and 
married  Miss  Lydia  Bolick,  of  Iowa.  Eya- 
line  died  in  infancy.  Rhugene,  a  farmer  of 
Oklahoma,  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  coun- 
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ty,  in  1865.  He  maried  Miss  Fannie 
Whitehead,  of  Nodaway  county.  Wilburt 
was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  March 
25,  1869.  He  was  a  farmer  and  married 
Miss  Rachel  BoHck,  of  Iowa,  \\illis  was 
born  in  Missouri,  Septeml)er  17,  1872.  Le- 
ona  was  born  in  Missouri,  June  20,  1877. 
As  Mr.  Reese  left  no  will,  his  wife  and  son 
Willis  administered  the  estate,  and  the  latter 
has  since  carried  on  the  work  inaugurated 
by  his  father,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  on 
the  homestead  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. The  familjr  is  one  of  considerable 
prominence  in  the  comunity  where  they  re- 
side. 


D.  W.  HUMPHREY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Humphrey  is  the  pioneer  physician 
of  Parnell,  having  for  many  years  been  ac- 
tively identified  with  his  profession  in  this 
l>ortion  of  the  state.  The  well  established 
physician  obtains  an  inlluence  in  any  com- 
munity which  is  more  far-reaching  than  that 
of  any  citizen  sustaining  other  relations  to 
the  public.  The  reasons  for  this  are  obvious 
and  require  no  mention  here.  Dr.  D.  W. 
Humphrey  is  to  the  people  of  Parnell  and 
vicinity  a  widely  known  family  doctor  and 
he  is  the  eldest  physician  and  surgeon  in 
the  place.  He  cast  his  lot  with  the  citizens 
of  the  town  in  1883,  just  after  the  Great 
Western  Railroad  openetl  up  the  Platte  val- 
ley and  located  a  station  here,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  he  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Parnell  and  its  tributary  territory, 
showing  also  a  healthful  interest  in  every 
movement  tending  to  the  greatest  good  to 
his  towns-people. 

The  Doctor  was  born  February  4,  1857, 
eight  miles  west  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  in 
which  locality  his  father,  C.  C.  Humphrey, 


was  a  well  known  and  prominent  citizen. 
The  latter  was  liorn  in  Logan  county,  Ohio, 
was  educated  there  and  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  state.  During  the 
war  he  was  an  enthusiastic  and'  outspoken  ad- 
vocate of  the  Union  and  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Brough,  one  of  his  old  pupils,  to 
care  for  the  sick  and  wounded  Ohio  soldiers. 
Suljsequently  he  removed  to  Kosciusko 
county,  Lidiana,  in  the  latter  part  of  1865. 
The  Doctor  died  in  1897,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  He  married  Miss  Han- 
nah Smitli,  whose  death  occurred  in  1896, 
when  she  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  Th.eir  children  were:  John 
E.,  a  resident  of  Careyville,  Ohio;  Robert 
D.,  of  Franklin,  Nebraska;  William  C.,  of 
Pierceton,  Lidiana;  James,  who  is  living  at 
Logansport,  Lidiana ;  D.  W.,  of  this  review ; 
Molly,  the  wife  of  ,E.  E.  Lambkins,  of  War- 
saw, Lidiana;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Robinson,  of 
Mar)-\-ille,  ^lissouri;  and  Emma,  tlie  wife  of 
J.  C.  Neal.  of  Peru,  Lidiana.  The  Hum- 
phrey family  is  of  Scotch  lineage.  The 
fathef,  Robert  Humphrey,  was  a  farmer  and 
died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  leav- 
ing four  sons,  namely :  Robert,  Cyrus,  John 
and  James. 

The  Doctor  s])ent  the  days  of  his  youth 
in  PiercctMU.  Indiana.  He  acquired  a  lib- 
eral education,  and'  at  the  age  of  twenty  en- 
tered upon  the  stiuly  of  medicine  in  the  office 
and  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Makem- 
son.  Lie  went  from  that  office  to  the  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
v.liere  he  was  graduated  on  June  5,  1883. 
Among  his  classmates  were  Dr,  W.  H.  Win- 
termite,  now  one  of  the  faculty  of  tiie  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute;  Dr.  Pitts  E.  Howes,  of 
Hyde  Park,  Massachusetts,  the  secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health;  and  Dr.  B.  F. 
Wilson,  now  the  city  phj-sician  of  Bolivar, 
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Missouri.  During  his  college  days  Dr.  John 
M.  Scudder,  the  noted  medical  author,  was 
the  dean  of  the  faculty  and  Professor  John 
M.  King  was  the  president  of  the  college. 

Dr.  Humphrey  first  located  for  practice 
in  Orrsburg,  Nodaway  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  Great  \Vestern  Railway 
opened  up  the  Platte  valley  and  established 
a  station  at  Parnell,  when  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place.  Aside  from  his  regular 
duties  as  a  practitioner  he  has  done  much 
work  in  the  line  of  examinations  for  mutual 
and  other  insurance  companies,  including 
the  examination  of  seventy-seven  applicants 
for  insurance  in  the  Bankers'  Life  Insurance 
Comi^any  at  Des  Moines,  making  all  these 
examinations  in  six  weeks. 

The  Doctor  was  married  October  2,  1883, 
in  Vinton,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Adda  H.  Brookins, 
a  daughter  of  G.  E.  Brookins,  of  Wabash 
county,  Indiana.  Unto  them  have  been  born 
three  children :  Bessie  D.,  Daniel  W.,  and 
Buel  H.  The  hospitality  of  many  of  the  best 
homes  in  Parnell  and  the  surrounding  dis- 
trict is  cordially  extended  to  the  Doctor  and 
his  wife,  whose  circle  of  friends  is  quite  ex- 
tensive. In  his'  fraternal  relations  he  is  a 
Mason,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican, unswerving  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
principles  of  the  party.  His  attention,  how- 
ever, is  given  to  his  practice,  which  is  con- 
stantly growing  in  \olume  and  importance. 


DAVID  RANKIN. 

It  is  most  appropriate  that  a  place  in  this 
volume  should  be  devoted  to  a  brief  resume 
of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap- 
pears above,  as  it  is  an  excellent  example  how 
a  man  may  overcome  all  obstacles  if  he  have 
peserverance  and  determination  enough,  and 


how  in  the  end  his  efforts  may  b^  crowned 
with  success.  He  is  now  numbered  among 
the  worthy  residents  of  northwestern  Mis- 
souri, and  his  splendid  prosperity  is  the  mer- 
ited' reward  of  his  own  labor. 

Mr.  Rankin  was  born  May  ^8,  1825,  in 
Sullivan  county,  Indiana,  and  is  of  Scotch 
lineage.  Hi&'  father,  however,  was  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  his  mother  of  North  Carolina. 
When  he  was  six  years  of  age  the  family  re- 
moved' to  Parke  county,  Indiana,  and  two 
years  later  to  \'ermilion  county,  whence 
after  three  years  they  removed  to  \Varren 
county,  Illinois,  now  known  as  Henderson. 
Mr.  Rankin  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm  and  acquired  a  common-school 
education.  His  indefatigable  industry, 
which  has  ever  been  one  of  the  strong  points 
in  his  character,  was  early  manifest.  He 
got  his  first  start  in  life  as  tlie  owner  of 
a  colt  given  him  by  his  father.  Through  his 
youth  and  early  manhood'  he  labored  untir- 
ingly and  finally  possessed  capital  sufficient 
to  purchase  an  eighty-acre  farm  near  Biggs- 
ville,  Illinois,  where  he  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  stock-raising  until  1885. 
There  he  was  well  known  in  connection  with 
public  affairs,  being  elected  to  the  state  legis- 
lature in   1872   and  again  in    1874. 

In  1885  Mr.  Rankin  came  to  Tarkio, 
Missouri,  one  of  the  richest  parts  of  the  Mis- 
souri valley,  and.  has  since  devoted  his'  un- 
divided attention  to  his  large  farming  in- 
terests in  this  portion  of  the  state.  He  is  an 
excelleut  judge  of  land,  quick  to  note  its 
rich  properties,  and  thus  his  investments 
were  judiciously  made.  As  opportunity  has' 
offered  he  has  purchased  large  and  small 
tracts  of  land,  often  buying  at  a  low  price 
land  that  has  rapidly  increased  in  value.  He 
does  not  believe  in  selling,  and  remarked 
that  he  never  sold'  a  piece  of  land  in  his  life 
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on  which  he  did  not  lose  money  in  the  opera- 
tion. At  one  time  he  purchased  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  bottom  land  near  Riverton.  in 
Fremont  county,  Iowa,  paying  from  ten  to 
twenty  dollars  per  acre.  He  conceived  the 
idea  that  by  constructing  a  dike  along  the 
Nishnabotna  river,  which  flows  through  his 
hmd,  it  could  be  reclaimed  and  used  to  the 
greatest  advantage  both  for  grazing  and 
farming  purposes.  He  at  once  went  to  work 
with  a  large  force  of  men  and  continued  his 
labors  until  midwinter,  constructing  a  dyke 
seven  miles  long  and  of  varying  width.  In 
one  place  it  is  fourteen  feet  high  and  forty 
feet  wide,  ana  the  total  cost  was  not  far  from 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  floods  have 
severely  tested  it  and  it  is  considered  by  all 
to  be  a  great  success.  ^Ir.  Rankin  has  accu- 
mulated not  far  from  twenty-one  thousand 
acres  of  choice  farming  land  in  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  and  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
worth  at  a  low  average  forty  dollars  per 
acre.  He  has  in  his  pastures  seven  thousand' 
head  of  cattle,  from  eight  to  ten  thousand 
head  of  hogs  and  probably  fi\e  hundred 
head  of  horses  and  colts. 

It  will  natural!}-  be  supposed  that  a  man 
who  has  won  such  great  success  in  farming 
will  be  identified  with  other  lines  of  busi- 
ness; and  such  is  the  case  with  Mr.  Rankin, 
who  is  the  president  and  the  principal  share- 
holder in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Tarkio, 
Missouri,  president  of  the  Rankin  Water 
Company,  the  Rankin  Electric  Light  and 
Power  Company  and  the  Rankin  Auditorium 
Company,  all  of  which  companies  together 
have  invested  probably  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  Tarkio  enterprises.  Nor  has  he 
been  forgetful  of  the  interests  of  education. 
He  has  long  l)een  a  fast  friend  of  the  Tarkio 
College,  that  has  exerted  a  potent  influence 
in  molding  and  shaping  the  intellectual  and 


moral  character  of  the  people  of  Missouri  and 
adjoining  states. 

The  management  of  his  farm  and  stock- 
raising  interests  is  under  a  perfect  system. 
The  land  is  divided  into  fourteen  ranches, 
varying  in  size  from  six  hundred  and  forty 
tc  thirty-one  hundred  acres.  Each  ranch 
has  an  experienced  foreman,  who  is  paid  a 
good  salary,  and  a  superintendent  is  also 
employed  who  has  the  oversight  of  all  the 
ranches  and  manages  the  farming,  stock, 
shipping  and  other  interests.  Mr.  Rankin 
conducts  a  regular  office,  where  he  keeps  a 
secretary  constantly  employed,  having 
charge  of  the  correspondence,  bookkeeping 
and  other  clerical  work.  The  foreman  of 
each  ranch  is  required  to  send  each  month  to 
the  office  a  full  report  of  the  men  employed 
during  the  month,  the  cattle,  hogs,  farming 
implements  and  grain  on  hand  and  all 
changes  and  shipments  that  have  been  made. 
These  reports  are  filed  for  reference  and 
assist  very  materially  in  the  management  of 
a  business  of  such  magnitude.  Like  a  great 
many  men  in  his  section.  Mr.  Rankin  is  a 
heavy  cattle-feeder.  The  number  of  cattle 
aniuially  fed  varies  from  six  thousand  to 
ten  thousand,  and,  while  the  yield  of  grain 
from  his  own  land  is  very  heavy,  in  some  in- 
stances amounting  to  a  half  million  bushels 
of  corn  in  adition  to  other  grain,  he  is  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  carry  on  his  feeding  oper- 
ations', to  buy  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand bushels  of  corn  each  year.  This  fur- 
nishes a  home  market  for  a  large  amount  of 
the  grain  raised  in  this  section,  thus  helping 
to  solve  the  great  problem  of  condensing 
freights.  He  makes  his  purchases  of  cattle 
in  large  quantities',  buying  in  Texas,  Colo- 
rado, Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  he  conducts 
some  of  the  largest  trade  transactions  in  cat- 
tit  known  in  the  counrtrv. 
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yir.  Rankin  js  an  earnest  and  active  sup- 
porter of  tlie  United  Presbyterian  church,  is 
strictly  fair  in  all  his  business  dealings  and 
is  a  citizen  of  worth,  having  due  regard  for 
the  duties  that  devolve  upon  hit"  in  that  re- 
lation. His  success  in  life  is  largely  due  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  man  of  high  integrity  of 
character  and  of  great  capacity  for  business, 
and  his  example  should  be  a  source  of  inspi- 
ration to  young  men  everywhere,  for.  though 
they  cannot  attain  the  great  sucess  which  has 
come  to  him,  they  can  approximate  it  liy 
using  the  same  industrv  and  sagacit\". 


JAMES  A.  KLAIE. 

Among"  the  prominent  agriculturists  of 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  is  James  A. 
Kime,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  well 
represents  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ily of  this  section.  He  was  born  on  the 
homestead  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
March  17,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Catherine  (Hull)  Kime.  who  were  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina  and  Ohio,  respec- 
tively. The  paternal  grandfather  was  Da- 
vid Kime,  who  moved  from  North  Carolina 
to  Indiana,  where  he  entered  some  land  which 
he  improxed  and  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  left  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Alfred.  Betsey,  Michael,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  and  Rebecca,  b}'  his  second 
marriage,  Mary  and  Nancy  being  daughters 
of  a  previous  one. 

Michael  Kime  remoxcd  with  his  father 
to  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  1847, 
when  he  came  to  Missouri,  making  his  first 
home  at  Irish  Grove.  He  was  possessed  of 
but  limited  means,  two  suits  of  clothes  and 
fifty  cents  representing  his  worldly  wealth; 
but  his  wants  were  few  and  work  was  soon 
obtained    upon    a  farm.     In    1850    he    was 


seized  with  the  desire  to  go  to  California,  and 
actually  paid  three  hundred  dollars  to  l)e 
permitted  to  walk  with  a  train,  reaching 
the  country  of  gold  in  good  health,  but  not 
\ery  rich  in  purse.  Engaging  in  mining,  Mr. 
Kime  soon  found  reward,  and  in  three  years 
was  able  to  return  and  invest  twenty-four 
hundred  dollars  in  land,  thus  becoming  the 
owner  of  a  large  tract.  When  he  married  in 
i860,  he  contentedly  settled  down  in  his  two- 
room  cabin  and  began  the  improvement  and 
development  of  his  farm.  He  subsequently 
disposed  of  a  portion  of  his  land  and  gave 
farms  to  is  sons,  retaining  for  himself  a  good 
homestead;  but  in  1900  he  sold  this  to  our 
subject.  He  is  now  living  in  comfort  in  the 
town  of  Blanchard,  Iowa,  his  advancing 
years  made  happy  because  of  the  life  of  hon- 
est work  that  has  preceded  them.  Mr.  Kime 
is  a  specimen  of  that  worthy  typt  of  pioneer 
v.ho  honestly  earned  every  foot  of  his  land, 
and  whose  aim  in  life  was  to  do  his  whole 
duty  and  preserve  a  spotless  integrity. 

Although  retired  from  agricultural  life, 
Mr.  Kime  still  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  old  home.  He  has  been  an  un- 
compromising Republican  and  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  many  public  ofifices,  being 
for, two  terms  county  judge,  and  was  made 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  state  represen- 
tative. Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Christian  church 
and  command  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  The  mother  of  our  sul)ject  was 
a  daughter  of  James  Hull,  a  pioneer  settler 
of  western  Iowa,  where  he  combined  the 
professions  of  law  and  medicine.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  never  desired  or  ac- 
cepted ofifice.  They  belonged  to  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  where  they  were  much 
lamented  at  the  time  of  their  death.  They 
left  six  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
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Mrs.  Michael  Kime.  The  children  of  the 
parents  of  our  subject  were  William,  Leora, 
David,  James  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Mrs.  Adelia  Holliday  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Mor- 
row, the  latter  being  twins. 

James  A.  Kime  took  advantage  of  such 
means  for  education  as  were  afforded  by  the 
district  schools  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  At  that 
time  he  decided  to  see  something  of  the  world 
for  himself,  going  to  Oklahoma  and  to 
western  Kansas:  but  this  flight  only  resulted 
in  his  return  to  the  old  home,  firm  in  the 
conviction  that  Atchison  county  held  just 
as  good  opportunities  for  a  ytnmg  man  as 
any  other  section  and'  no  more  fertile  land 
could  be  found  further  west.  He  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  homestead,  in  July,  1896, 
was  married,  and  in  1900  bought  the  fine 
homestead  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Mr. 
Kime  is  following  in  his  father's  footsteps 
in  the  improvement  of  the  farm,  which  shows 
the  attention  that  has  made  the  wild  prairie 
land  of  pioneer  days  change  into  tlie  highly 
productive  and"  cultixated  tract  of  the 
present. 

Mr.  Kime  married  Miss  Koxanna  Clark,, 
\\ho  was  born  in  \'ern<)n  county,  Missouri, 
August  30,  1876,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Carlos  and  Louisea  (  Hill )  Clark,  who  were 
married  in  Ohio  and  removed  to  Missouri 
in  the  early  part  of  1876,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming  and  where  Mr.  Clark  died  Oc- 
tober I,  1890.  lie  served  in  the  Civil  war 
in  the  Union  army  and  suffered  a  long  im- 
prisonment in  Libby  prison.  The  govern- 
ment awarded  him  a  pension  for  his  faith- 
ful service.  Mrs.  Clark  subsequently  mar- 
ried Albert  Mitts  and  now  resides  in  Schell 
City,  Missouri.  Her  children  are:  Roxanna, 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  James,  who  lives 
al  the  Clark  homestead:  and   two  children 


that  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Clark  had  been  a 
valued  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
while  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Kime  is  a  strict 
adherent  of  the  Christian  church.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kime  are  the  fol-' 
fowing:  Klenlen,  who  was  born  July  14, 
1897,  and  Leora,  who  was  born  November 
26,  1898, — both  interesting,  beautiful  chil- 
dren. Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kime  are  highly 
regarded  in  the  Christian  church,  where  they 
are  consistent  members,  and  the  family  is  one 
much  respected'  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
family  was  one  of  the  first  to  make  a  home 
in  the  wilderness  of  Atchison  count}-  and 
will  be  remembered  in  every  record  made 
of  its  progress. 


ja:\ies  k.  brumback. 

AccorcMng  to  Rupp's  "Pennsylvania 
Families,"  Johan  Henrich  Brumback  ar- 
rived in  Philadelphia  September  30,  1754, 
on  the  ship  Neptune,  which  it  is  thought 
sailed  from  Holland.  \\'ith  his  widowed 
mother  and  four  sisters  he  made  his  way 
from  the  Tulpehocken  region  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  valley  of  \'irginia  and  settled 
on  the  south  branch  of  the  Shenandoah  river, 
just  above  Bixler's  ferry  and  three  miles 
northwest  of  Luray.  He  was  born  Febru- 
ary 4,  1739,  and  called  the  "First  Henry." 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Anna  Kauffman,  a  daughter  of  IMartin 
Kauffman,  to  whom  he  was  married  Sep- 
tember 18,  1761.  The  following  children 
were  born  unto  them:  Barbara  in  1762; 
Johannas,  in  1764;  Anna,  in  1766;  Henry, 
March  5,  1769;  Elizabeth,  in  1771 ;  David,  in 
1774;  and  Susan,  July  3.  1776.  On  the  22(1 
of  September,  1778,  the  wife  and  mother, 
Anna  Kauffman  Brumback,  died,  and'  on  the 
17th  of  .\pril,  1779.  Henry  Brumback  was 
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again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Anna  Stickler.  The  following  children  were 
born  unto  them :  Joseph,  February  1 1 ,  1 780 ; 
Maria,  December  19,  1782;  Jacob,  February 
2,  1785;  Samuel.  November  17,  1786;  and 
David,  in  January,  1789.  They  had  three 
other  sons — Christian,  Tobias  and  Mathias — 
whose  names  are  not  on  the  old  record. 
Christian  removed  to  Mississippi  and  John 
once  owned  the  Spring  farm  near  Luray, 
\'irginia,  but  afterward  removed'  to  Ohio, 
as  did  also  Daniel  and  Tobias. 

Henry  Brumback,  a  member  of  this  fam- 
ily and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  \'irginia,  made  farming  his  life 
work  and  for  a  long  period  carried  on  that 
occupation  in  the  Old  Dominion,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  w'edd'ed  Mary  Grove, 
a  daughter  of  Marcus  Grove,  of  Virginia, 
who  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Rhoades,  who  with  some 
of  his  family  was  killed  b}'  the  Indians  in 
1765  on  a  farm  three  miles  northwest  of 
Luray,  Virginia,  where  George  Bauserman 
now  resides.  Two  children  were  born  un- 
to them, — David  and  Barbara.  After  the 
death  of  the  wife  and  mother  the  little 
daughter  Barbara  was  sent  to  live  with  her 
mother's  people,  the  Rhoades  family,  until 
lier  father  married  again.  When  she  had 
reached  womanhood  she  became  the  wife  of 
Chrisley  Bumgardner  and  was  the  mother  of 
Joseph  Bumgardner,  who  died  several  years 
ago,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
four.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mar- 
cus Grove  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
met  Mary  Grove,  whom  he  soon  afterward 
married.  Several  children  were  born  unto 
them,  among  whom  were  Martin,  John  and 
Samuel,  who  removed  to  Ohio.  One  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Brum- 
back, and  they  were  the  grandparents  of  our 


subject.  She  was  two  or  three  years  his' 
senior.  They  were  married  May  27,  1794, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  John, 
born  October  29,  1795;  Susanna,  March  23, 
1797;  Anna,  December  19,  1798;  Barbara, 
May  15,  1800;  Samuel,  July  22,  1802; 
Daniel,  December  26,  1804;  Elizabeth,  April 
19,  1807;  Jacob,  in  1809;  Joseph,  October 
4.  1810;  Polly,  August  12,  181 2;  Francis, 
in    1813;  and    Henry,    November.  4,   1816. 

Samuel  Brumback,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Virginia,  July  22,  1802, 
and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He 
wedded  Catherine  Grove,  also  a  native  of 
the  same  state.  He  was  a  prominent  farm- 
er and  slave-owner  and  operated  quite  an  ex- 
tensive plantation.  In  business  affairs  he 
was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  honor 
who  carefully  conducted  his  farming  inter- 
ests, winning  an  untarnished  name  as  the  re- 
suit  of  his  fidelity  to  manly  principles.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Primiti\e  Baptist  church,  and  at  their  death 
they  left  a  comfortable  estate  to  their  chil- 
dren. He  died  January  5,  1850,  but  his  wife 
survived  him  some  time,  passing  away  in 
1 89 1,  at  a  very  advanced  age.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  William  H., 
who  is  yet  living  in  Virginia;  ^lary  S.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Isaac 
N.,  who  was  killed  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice; Barbara  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  \\'.  Deal; 
Joseph,  who  served  throughout  the  Civil 
war  in  the  Confederate  army  and  is  now 
li\-ing  in  Virginia;  Samuel,  who  tlied  at 
the  age  of  three  and  a  half  years;  James  K., 
of  this  review;  and  George,  a  mechanic  in 
St.  Joseph,   Missouri. 

James  K.  Brumback  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  continued 
an  inmate  of  his  parental  home,  remaining 
with  his  widowed  mother  until  1864,  when. 
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at  tlie  age  of  eighteen  years  lie  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  true  to  his  loved  south- 
land and  to  the  principles  which  had  been 
instilled  in  him  from  early  boyhood.  The 
company  to  which  he  belonged  was  attached 
to  Bird's  battalion,  R.  E.  Lee's  army.  He 
served  through  the  first  winter  on  picket 
duty  and'  the  following  spring  the  war  closed. 
He  then  returned  to  his  mother's  home, 
continuing  upon  the  old  homestead  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  for  by  the  war 
the  servants  had  all  been  liberated  and  his 
mother  needed  his  service  in  the  cultivation 
of  her  land.  In  1870.  however,  he  deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortune  in  the  west  and  first 
located  in  Cass  county,  Missouri,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  iiand.  He  also  sold 
nursery  stock,  but  the  same  year  left  Cass 
county  and  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
Illinios,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Ne- 
vada, where  he  was  emploj-ed  as  a  farm 
hand  until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Atchison  county,  having  since 
been  numbered  among  its  reliable  citizens. 
For  a  year  he  was  located  near  Phelps  City 
and  then  took  up  his  abode  north  of  Tarkio. 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  a  year.  With 
the  capital  he  had  then  acquired  through 
his  own  efforts  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land,  improved  it  througli  the  succeeding 
season  and  then  exchanged  it  for  a  fruit 
farm  one  mile  north  of  Hamburg.  Iowa,  oc- 
cupying that  place  until  1878,  when  he  pur- 
chased' his  present  property  near  Tarkio,  in 
Atchison  county.  Of  this  eighty  acres  was 
fenced  and  a  small  house  had  been  erected 
on  the  place.  He  has  since  erected  a  commo- 
dious residence,  built  all  necessary  outbuild- 
ings and  has  also  built  many  rods  of  fencing, 
whereby  the  i)lace  is  divided  into  fields  of 
con\enient  size  for  cultivation.     He  planted 


an  orchard,  set  out  groves  of  ornamental 
and  forest  trees  and  has  a  beautiful  home 
and  good  farm  that  in  all  its  accessories  and 
conveniences  is  modern  in  equipment  and 
attractive  in  appearance.  His  fields  are  well 
tilled  and  he  raises  stock  of  good  grade, 
and  his  farm  work  has  brought  to  him  an 
excellent  financial  result. 

In  1876  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Brumback  and  Miss  Ella  R.  Bunn.  a 
lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  who  was 
born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 26,  1858,  her  parents  being  E.  R.  and 
Dorcas  (Crumrine)  Bunn,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ohio.  The  former  was  born 
November  2^.  1817,  the  latter  on  May  12, 
1823,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated 
March  i,  1849,  in  Ohio,  where  their  chil- 
dren were  born.  The  father  was  a  son  oi 
Raymond  Bunn,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
of  German  lineage.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  with  his  family  removed  to  Mus- 
kingum county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
the  building  business  and  also  purchased  and 
conducted  a  farm.  In  the  Methodist  church 
he  held  membership.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
died  in  Ohio.  In  their  family  were  three 
children, — Reed,  Elizabeth  and  E.  R., — the 
last  named  being  the  father  of  Mrs.  Brum- 
back. E.  R.  Bunn  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  the  Buckeye  state,  where 
he  followed  carpentering,  which  he  learned 
under  his  father's  direction.  Subsequently 
he  ma<le  his  way  to  Illinois,  where  he  was 
married,  and  later  he  returned  to  Ohio, 
v.liere  he  again  worked  at  his  trade.  He 
resided  at  various  points  in  that  state,  in- 
cluding some  years  spent  in  Zanesville. 
His  last  place  of  residence  in  Ohio  was  at 
Nashport,  where  he  owned  a  good  home. 
He  exchanged  this  for  land  in  Atchison 
c<iunty.   .Missnuri.  becnniing    the    owner    of 
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three  liundrecl  and  twenty  acres.  In  1871 
he  took  up  his  abode  on  that  property,  im- 
proved a  large  farm,  spent  many  years 
tliere,  and  liis  attention  was  given  to  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  his  efforts  being 
attended  with  gratifying  success.  In  his 
methods  he  was  very  practical  and  progres- 
sive and  his  correct  business  habits  and  enter- 
prise enabled  him  to  gain  prosperity.  In 
1882  his  wife  died,  and  several  years  later  he 
divided  his  farm  among  his  sons,  while  he 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  youngest  son. 
He  has  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  After  leaving  the  old  homestead 
he  spent  a  few  years  in  Tarkio,  but  is  now 
comfortably  situated  in  the  home  of  his 
youngeest  son,  and  from  those  who  know 
him  he  receives  the  respect  and  veneration 
which  should  e\er  be  accorded  to  advanced 
years.  Through  a  long  period  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  he  held  many  offices  therein,  doing 
anuch  to  promote  its  growth  and  secure  the 
adoption  of  its  principles.  His  p(jlitical 
affiliation  in  former  j'ears  was  with  the 
Republican  partv,  but  now  his  sympathy  is 
with  the  Populist  party.  His  children  are: 
Walter,  of  Westboro;  Edward,  of  Colorado; 
Ella  R.,  now  Mrs.  Brumback;  Elnathan,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Tarkio ;  and  Webster, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brumback 
has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Their  first  born  died  in  infancy;  Cle- 
tus,  who  was  born  June  30,  1879,  and  is  at 
home;  Homer,  born  November  6,  1882; 
Lena,  born  August  -27th,  1886,  who  died  De- 
cember II,  1894,  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
Georgia,  who  was  Ixirn  March  12,  1889; 
May,  born  May  20,  i8gi  ;  and  Paul,  born 
July  28,  1895.  ^I''-  Brumback  now  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 


ures of  the  Populist  party,  but  was  formerly 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  The 
honors  or  emoluments  of  office  have  had  no 
attraction  for  him,  as  he  preferred  to  con- 
tinue in  the  line  of  legitimate  business  and 
advance  in  the  financial  world  by  earnest  ef- 
fort, indefatigable  energy  and  capable  man- 
agement. He  now  has  a  \ery  desirable  farm, 
which,  with  its  many  improvements,  is  a 
monument  to  the  enterprise  and  diligence  of 
the  owner. 


J.  B.  JOXES,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  unusually  succesful,  expe- 
rienced and  prominent  physicians  of  Atch- 
ison county,  Missouri,  is  Dr.  J.  B.  Jones, 
who  is  located  near  Lenora  and  Watsc.m, 
and  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Greenville,  Tennessee,  January 
18,  1834,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and 
Martha  (Armitage)  Jones,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  planter  of  Tennessee  and  a  son 
of  William  Jones,  a  native  of  Sussex  county, 
Virginia,  of  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry.  Si  >me 
of  the  early  members  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  of 
Tennessee.  The  parents  of  Dr.  Jones  had 
six  children,  but  the  survivors  are :  Newton, 
who  is  a  merchant  at  Centralia,  Washington; 
a  si-^tcr  of  our  subject,  who  lives  m  Fuiler- 
tcn,  Nebraska;  and  J.  B.,  wh(j  is  our  sub- 
ject. 

Dr.  Jones  received  a  gootl  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  locality,  and  engaged  in 
teaching  for  some  time,  with  marked  suc- 
cess. 

His  natural  inclination  being  in  tlie  di- 
rection of  medical  science,  he  early  began 
to  read  e\'ery  tiling  bearing  upon  his  favorite 
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stiuly,  later  enterin_e;'  the  office  of  a  well- 
known  physician  of  Greenville,  Texas,  where 
he  remained  two  and  a  half  years,  following 
this  with  a  course  in  general  study,  at  a  med- 
ical college,  in  Greenville.  This  was  sup- 
plemented by  another  year  of  reading,  under 
Dr.  Cm-entry,  of  that  town,  at  which  time 
he  returned  to  Tennessee,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

For  nine  months  Dr.  Jones  was  located  at 
Cumberland  Gap,  as  post  surgeon.  He 
came  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  ii.  1S67, 
settling  near  the  towns  of  W'atson  and  Le- 
nora,  he  being  one  of  the  first  physicians 
located  in  this  neighbo-"]  ood.  For  the  tliircy- 
two  succeeding  years  he  has  resided  in  his 
present  home,  and  has  a  wide  and  lucrative 
practice. 

His  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Drusilla  S.  Hill 
took  jilace  in  this  county,  the  lady  being  the 
estimable  daughter  of  the  well-known  Her- 
vey  and  Charlotte  Hill,  old  settlers  of  the 
county,  who  come  from  Tennessee.  One  son 
has  been  born  of  this  union,  Bernard,  now  a 
young  man  of  eighteen. 

In  politics  Dr.  Jones  votes  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic part}',  and  for  forty  years  has  been 
a  consistent  member  df  the  Cumberland 
I'resbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder. 
Since  1863  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Atchison 
county,  in  all  these  years  giving  his  in- 
fluence in  the  direction  of  education  and  tem- 
perance. He  has  been  called  upon  to  render 
U'edical  attention  in  many  grave  cases,  where 
only  skill  and  ciim])rchensi\-e  knowledge 
preser\'e(l  the  patient. 


AD.VMATXER  JOHXSOX. 

The  able  and  honorable  family  physician 
is  perha])s'  in  closer  touch  with  his  fellow 
Citizens  than  anv  man  in  anv  other  walk  of 


life.  To  most  families  the  time  of  serious 
illness  is  "the  hour  of  trouble,"  and  in  such 
trouble  they  turn  to  the  general  medical 
practitioner  who  has  long  been  their  neigh- 
boring friend  with  a  degree  of  confidence  that 
makes  the  relations  between  the  physician 
and  his  patrons  more  intimate  and  delicate 
than  those  which  exist  between  other  men 
and  those  upon  whom  they  depend  for  the 
business  out  of  which  they  make  their  liv- 
ing; and  thus  it  is  that  the  family  ph\'sician 
in  a  country  town  is  not  simply  a  doctor  of 
medicine  but  a  guide  and  counselor  in  many 
important  affairs.  To  be  such,  however, 
he  must  be  not  only  a  skillful  physician  but 
a  man  sympathetic,  honorable  and  trust- 
worthy. Such  an  ideal  family  physician  is 
Dr.  Adamatner  Johnson,  of  \\'atson,  Atchi- 
son county,  Missouri.  , 

Dr.  Johnson  was  born  at  Brunswick, 
Chariton  county,  Missouri,  January  21, 
1 85 1,  a  son  of  Adamatner  and  Rebecca  (Ca- 
bell) Johnson.  His  father,  who  was  a  son  of 
Major  Mathew  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  John- 
son, was  born  in  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky, 
and  was  during  the  war  engaged  heavily  in 
the  tobacco  business  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Later  he  was  for  many  years  a  banker  and 
general  business  man,  but  is  now  living  in 
retirement.  Major  Mathew  Johnson,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subect  of  this  sketch,  was 
long  one  of  the  most  jirominent  men  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Johnson's 
mother,  Rebecca  Cabell,  was  a  daughter  of 
E.  B.  and  Harriet  (Monroe)  Cabell,  and 
her  father  was  for  thirty-two  years  the  coun- 
ty clerk  of  Chariton  county,  Missouri.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  and  is  remem- 
bered as  a  loving  wife  and'  indulgent  mother 
and  as  a  neighbor  whose  .sympathetic  char- 
ity endeared  her  to  the  whole  community  in 
which  she  lived.     Mr.  Tohnson  is  now  sev- 
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enty-seven  years  old.  They  had  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  and  three  of  their  sons, 
Adamatner,  Jr.,  of  Watson,  INIissouri,  and 
E.  C.  and  R.  F.,  of  De  Queen,  Arkansas,  be- 
came physicians. 

Dr.  Adamatner  Johnson  received  a  good 
English  and  classical  education,  and  after 
finishing  his  studies  at  the  Brunswick  univer- 
sity, studied  medicine  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Julian  Bates,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
Dr.  W.  M.  Johnson,  of  Rothville,  Missouri. 
He  was  graduated  with  honor  at  the  St. 
Louis  jMedical  College,    with    the    class  of 

1874.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Char- 
iton and'  Grundy  counties,  Missouri,  at  Dub- 
lin, Erath  county,  Texas,  and  after  that  in 
Burleson  county,  that  state,  until  1881,  when 
he  came  to  Watson,  Atchison  county,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  arrived  June  17,  and  where 
he  has  since  practiced  successfully.  He  has 
acquired  membership  in  different  medical 
societies  and  is  the  author  of  papers  which 
have  won  the  commendation  of  leading 
members  of  his  profession.  While  giving 
his  attention  to  general  medical  practice  he 
has  given  special  attention  to  surgery  and 
is  frequently  called  for  consultation  and  in 
surgical  cases  to  distant  points. 

Li  1 87 1  Dr.  Johnson  was'  married,  at 
Rothville,  Missouri,  to  Nannie  Maria  An- 
derson, wdio  was  born  at  Lynchburg,  Vir- 
ginia, a  daughter  of  Thomas  O.  Anderson. 
She  died    in    Grundy    county,  Missouri,  in 

1875,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter,  John  Ca- 
bell Johnson,  of  Maryville,  Missouri,  who 
is  in  railroad  business,  and  jNIattie  Maud, 
who  is  her  father's  housekeeper.  Subse- 
quently Dr.  Johnson  married  Miss  Delia 
Jane  Brainard,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Brainard, 
of  Grundy  county,  Missouri,  who  died  May 
3,  1883,  leaving  a  son,  Brainerd  Johnson, 
who  was  burn  June  14,  1873. 


r(jlitically  Dr.  Johnson  is  a  Democrat, 
and,  though  not  a  practical  politician  or  an 
ofifice-seeker,  he  exerts  a  recognized  influence 
in  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  theTnci'e- 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  ^x^pular 
in  social  circles. 


GEORGE  W.  OTIS. 

The  horologe  of  time  has  marked  of¥ 
many  years  since  George  W.  Otis  first  cane 
to  Nodaway  county,  and'  thirty-five  years 
have  been  added  to  the  cycle  of  the  centuries 
since  his  arrival  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  esteemed  and 
valued  citizens  of  L'nion  township,  and  as 
one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Missouri  he  well  de- 
serves mention  in  this  volume.  His  home 
is  five  miles  south  of  Hopkins,  and  there  he 
is  successfully  conducting  the  operation  of 
his  farm  and  raising  cattle  for  the  market, 
his  well  directed  efforts  bringing  to  him  a 
handsome  financial  return. 

Mr.  Otis  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  loth  of  September, 
1856.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  can  be 
traced  back  in  Germany  to  1129.  The  fam- 
ily name  was  originally  Otho,  but  eventually 
assumed  the  Latinized  form  of  Otis.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  name  removed  to  Eng- 
land in  1 195,  and  the  first  American  ancestor 
came  from  the  Merrie  Isle  to  this  country  in 
1664,  settling  at  Hingham,  Massachusetts. 
His  son  returned  to  England'  to  educate  lus 
children,  but  his  eldest  son,  Robert,  again 
came  to  America,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
He  was'  eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  the 
Revolutionary  war  was  inaugurated,  but  not- 
wilhstaiuling  his  adx'anced  age  he  joined  the 
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army  and  served  in  various  capacities  until 
the  independence  of  tlie  nation  was  achie/eci. 
He  died  at  the  extremely  old  age  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  years.  His  son,  John 
Otis,  also  entered  the  army  and  dried  of 
small-pox  during  the  war.  The  latter's  son, 
Edward  Otis,  became  a  member  of  the  Colo- 
nial array  when  sixteen  years  of  age  and  was 
wounded  and  discharged.  His  papers  of 
discharge,  as  well  as  pension  papers,  are  novv 
in  the  iX)ssession  of  H.  W.  Otis,  of  Red 
Oak,  Iowa.  Edward  Otis  died  in  La  Porte 
county,  Indiana,  in  1852,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-sex'en.  His  son  Ezekiel  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  with 
Commodore  Perry  at  the  time  of  the  bril- 
liant naval  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  in  18 13. 
His  death  occurred  in  Tuscarawas  county, 
Ohio.  There  have  been  many  distinguish.ed 
representatives  of  the  Otis  family,  includirg 
James  Otis,  Major  Stephen  Otis,  Mersey 
Warren  ami  many  others  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  early  day>.  -Colonel  Stephen 
Elwell  Otis,  who  won  fame  in  Manila  and 
was  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  distin- 
guished officers  in  the  American  army,  was 
also  of  the  same  family. 

Alerrill  Otis,  a  son  of  Ezekiel  Otis  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and'  became  a  resident  of  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  about  1864,  his  death  oc- 
curring here  about  1890,  on  the  old  family 
homestead.  He  married  Miss  Tamer  Myers, 
of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  and  two  of 
their  sons,  Edward  and  Jasper  Xewton,  are 
yet  residents  of  Nodaway  county,  while 
Reisin  Otis  resides  in  the  Black  Hills  near 
Custer  City,  South  Dakota.  Another  son  is 
Absalom  Otis,  of  Rapid  City,  South  Da- 
kota. There  were  also  two  daughters  in  the 
faniilv. 


George  \V.  Otis  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  Missouri  in  his  early 
boyhood.  They  located  near  Maryville  prior 
to  the  Civil  war,  and  during  the  period  of 
hostilities  between  the  north  and  the  south 
maintained  their  residence  in  Iowa;  but  when 
the  trouble  was  over  they  returned  to  Mis- 
souri, locating  on  the  farm  which  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  ;Mr.  Otis'  of  this  review.  Through- 
out his  life  he  has  been  identified  with  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  early  became  fa- 
miliar witii  the  work  of  the  fields  and  garden 
and  his  practical  experience  has  so  enabled 
hnn  to  prosecute  his  labors  that  he  has  won 
substantial  and  gratifying  success.  Prior 
to  his  marriage  he  spent  some  time  in  the 
Black  Hills,  Dakota,  prospecting  and  min- 
ing, and  he  still  owns  some  promising 
claims  in  that  rich  country.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  the  li\-ery  business  in 
I\Iaryville  for  a  short  time  and  then  disposed 
of  that  enterprise,  returning  to  the  old  home 
farm  in  Union  township.  Here  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  is  also  engaged  in  the 
raising  and  sale  of  cattle. 

In  1895,  while  on  a  visit  to  Indiana, 
Mr.  Otis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
j\Iary  E.  Raichart,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  three  interesting  little  children,  Charles 
E.,  Labell  Marrie  and  Flossie.  Their  pleas- 
ant home  is  celebrated  for  its  generous  hos- 
pitality, which  is  freely  extended  to  and 
greatly  enjoyed  by  their  large  circle  of 
friends.  Mr.  Otis  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  Xoclaway  county.  His  interest  in 
every ti:tng  which  affects  the  welfare  of  the 
people  along  industrial,  intellectual  and  mor- 
al lines  is  deep  and  abiding,  and  as  a  citizen 
he  is  respected  by  all  who  have  knowledge 
of  his  straightforward  methods  and  upright- 
ness of  character. 


